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THE
CORPORATE

LIFE OF THE CHURCIL

‘“ The head, even Christ, from whom the whole body fitly
joined to*?ether and compac‘red by that which every joint
Suppheth according to the effectual working in the mea-
sure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love.”’—Eph. iv: 15, 16.

It 185 a familiar affirmation of theology, that
Christianity 1s a life, and not a mere dogma or law.
I't is not simply a creed to be believed, or a rule to
be obeyed, but a life of God in the soul of man, of

which faith and obedience are manifestations. This
life of the soul, is in some respects analogous to the
life of the body. We see the manifestations of
both, and understand them largely, but the nature
and source of each are alike inscrutable. The life of
the body lies hidden among the unrevealed secrets

of our physical organization, too deep for the knife
of the anatomist, or the test of the chemist. The




i THE CORTORATE LIFE

l1fe of the «oml lies hidden hehimd the l)llt'll(llrl('n'] qf
sonseiousness, too deep for the analysis of the ]Jll]]a
.‘M,| her. for it 18 “hid with Christ in (yvod.” M()Bt
of the controversies in both departments of s(,..l(..nc@?s
rofer to this hidden domain, and not to the “(}hlllbm
manifestations of life, after it comes forth to ou‘;’
vision.  Physiologists dispute about the nature angs
source of the vital principle, just astheologians dis;
cuss the great facts which lie behind human con.
sciousness and head up in Divine agency, and most
of the insoluble problems of both sciences will be
found to terminate 1in this inaccessible I'eglon,.fr
Those who speak slightingly ot theological contro-*
versies, seem to forget that they are precisely ‘malo-
oous to the deeper discussions of physiology andﬁ
pseychology, which men have often sneered at like-

Wlse, but never when they understood them, and the;
. 1111ness of sneers in these cases, ought surely to

'!
C eok them 1n the other.

. But this analogy between the life of the bodys |

d that of the soul, is found in the mamfestatlona,
Well as the nature and source of each. There 1 1
tain identity in the laws of all life, that hints ‘—*
mmon origin in that one mighty and self—sub,-
_:_Llfe, the living God, ¢ who only hath life 1 1 i

lf” who ¢ giveth to all life and breath an |
sings,” and ““in whom we live and move an '
bour being.” Some of these laws perta,mm

_;__;_ o

OF THE CHupcop, >

to the physical life, are perfectly familiar ¢o
especially those by which its continuance and ﬂm,:tl
depend on proper aliment and exercise. The livin
body must have pure and sufficient nutriment, 0%'
the flame will expire for the want of fuel. But

aliment 18 not enough. It must also have exercise
to secure a healthful growth. By this law of exer-

cise the human body is capable of indefinite im-

provement, so that by proper gymnastic traming 2
man of common vigour can be developed intoa Her-
cules, whilst by the same law, a neglect of smitable
exercise will cause the strongest frame to dwindle /

pine and finally perish. The same laws precisely
govern the spiritual life. It also needs beth ali-

ment and exercise, or it will grow sickly and feeble.
That aliment is the ¢ truth as it is in Jesus 37 that

exercise, what the Apostle terms the gymnastic of
godliness, when he exhorts Timothy (1 Tim. iv: 6,)
to exercise himself (gymnaize) unto godliness. The
manifold duties of the Christian life constitute the
appointed training of the living soul.

This individual life of the soul is the first stage
in the matter of personal religion. We must be
born again, born of the Spirit, and this life is hid
with Christ in God. But it needs for its growth to
be fed on the truth, and to exercise itself in the

duties of godliness, and according to the purity ,@f ;-
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Rut as soon as this personal life begins, the i in J

ridual Christian finds that there 1s another life inff
«hich he is introduced by the same act of rege
ration. Christ is revealed in Scripture, not only;
the Saviour of the individual soul, but also as ﬁl
Qaviour of the collective Church, His body, @
which individual Christians are members 1n partié

ular. ¢ For as the body is one and hath many mems
bers, and all the members of that one body, bel.q

many, are one body,so also is Christ;” and thig

image is elaborated to great length by the Apostf
in the 12th chapter of lst Corinthians, as well a8

in other Hpistles. f

Here is a new life, distinet from the delduaJ
life of the Christian, the life of the body of Chrlst

. the gradual formation of a great corporate ex1st
ence, into which each regenerate soul 1s mtroduced“‘ |
Lin which that soul shall be perfect, when the Spouse'
he Lamb’s wite 1s prepared as a bride adorned for

w3 *"‘.

husband This grand fact of a corporate exist=4
mto which each 1nd1v1du%1 believer 1s grafted

pr sented to us by a great variety of illustr atloﬂ f‘
i 15 a kingdom of which each believer ls =" ik

*f
r.,..
5

}-

yea, more, a king and a priest, one of 1
,‘1 ‘ |
ealth of kings, a congregation of priestSsys

I leldual sharing a part of the glory of tli :}

| f
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whole. Now 1t 19 a building, (the Lurioy 0ikos,

from which we derive our Kirk or (;hur(,h) the
stately temple, of which each believer ig « living
stone, chosen and precious in its own chiselled indi-
viduality, yet deriving its most surpassing glory
from being built into that splendid edifice of which
Jesus 18 at once the foundation and <“the head-
stone of the corner.”” But the favourite image of
Paul seems to be that of the human body, becanse
of 1ts peculiar fitness to set forth the various points
of instruction. Just ag the body exhibits in 2 vis-
ible form that invisible life that vitalizes every
living member of that body, so the visible Church
exhibits in outward form that invisible Chureh,
which is the real Spouse of Christ, and although
now there are many lifeless members in that visible
body, in the consummation of all things, these lifeless
portions shall be removed, and the visible be ident-
tical with the invisible, 1n the ltless Bride af '
th e B s

The Apostle presents thls 1mage Wlth gre&’e f@ma
in this passage in Ephesians. He states first, th
Christ gave His Church a visible 0&1"_%“' '

oﬂices, such as those of Apostle,, E elist
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Q THE CORPORATE LIFE

the words Ver
adoquately express, as we read the phrase in f‘
Indeed the words alethewontes en ag

« gpeaking the truth in love,”

|
(’I]']LI] 11l l :

cannot be literally rendered in HKnglish, and &

only be indicated by a ]);1,1:111)]11" Se, They exp '
the tact

and vit: 111/(“-, the body, so truth 1s assimilated jng
:';}

i |:-.'

, that just as food 1s assimilated into blo

love and vitalizes the soul, and thus enableg
soul to grow up into Christ, to get higher and neaget
to Him, the living Head, and have a fuller ti de& f
vital energy flowing through 1t, and thus as );
jomt and member of this compacted body reoelr
1ts measure of life, and 1n turn 1mparts it to ¢ t
other by harmoniously working with it, so w
whole body grows in spiritual girth and stature ¢ .J
wards the perfect manhood of Christ Jesus.. 3
T'he topic then which we detach from this pa—ss“"*‘

. for special consideration 1s, the Corporate Life of :"’"{;&..

C'/a,w ch, and shall endeavour to show its nature, 13

use made of it by the primitive Church, a,nd m;;
use that may be made of it by us. i

L L. The Nature of this Corporate Life of fﬂ*
i Wch

Jne of the most potent agencies in modern ¢ ,L'
118 this principle of corporate life, 1. e.,% Q’
ha,t 15 generated by the union of 1nleld
'-pomtlon The real power of this pr 111
Iy been discovered of late years,
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9
pplication to varions ends

de almost |ike the ﬂlﬂf’r}vory of a
new mechanical foree. Heneen the marvellous mul
« mﬂ R

tlp]icftti()n Of &11 kindﬂ Of f’l}rp()fat]_()ng, manufae,
turing, commereial, banking, msarance, railway

v
&c., &e. It has been discovered that when men

unite 1 a corporate body, there is generated by this

union an increase of power, greatly beyond the
mere arithmetical aggregate of the parts working
separately. Hence, one of the most striking fea-

tures of our modern c¢ivilization, as compared with
that of the ancients, is the manifold and IneTeasing
applications of this principle of corporate power.

A fact of some interest has been brought out by
a distinguished member of the legal profession, whe
Investigated the subject with special reference to

this point. Tt is that corporations, as a matter of

thtory, had their origin in rehgmn His words
are : “‘ The corporatmns of a . :

wonderful results of jte f
have made its use

which date back to the lnstltutwms of the Wester

Kmpire. This is said of the Municipia especially.
But to what do they owe their i;f%’f;t } ave no
doubt that all, lay, civil, el&am‘- brs o the

Keclesia, and the Ecclesia to t! A
(rod among the Jews, or the gods among the heathen,
1, e., to Religion, The E.ﬂf esia was 1l sl
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N
I 1Y were Df
Kataclesia. '[lmy had DI
Heads Lexiarchs, ™ ‘E‘

Greeks can be traced to

1] Girecian history.

£t‘--;-']rrn‘ef'i ‘ Hi
Lii;l:“. l':(’i']““i:l ”“{I
and

‘I!nlw”‘” l,.‘!.iL l]l‘iittlllﬁr’

:i’lllnl];j' f]l(':

[ISALONS

Lovptians. The term Keclesia was tmnsferrg

the Church, and so remains. The Colleges of
SERE 181) i‘-:ln]'}il'(t areé :1 || (](}11'}1{.'](35:-5 tl':l.G(-‘able
Thus 1t ﬁq

e derived fi
(Collegia and Kcecelesia, and these from RO]lglO,

to bind fas

'”lt‘\‘(‘ (*HII]]HIH (‘% Or ((H])H] Itl()n‘w ()f. Tn(,n

IKeeledia and not to the Mlmi(:i]’)ia,

soom that munie 1|> 1] (m]ml.lilmh were

ligare, t,) because from the first ltca

bm
them to each other, and to Grod, as their h(,ad

Religious societies would seem, therefore, in™ T

‘ ;

¢ Universitas’ sense, to have been the first 001' -

rations. The first corporation of government: lt

was a Theocrary, and the second, of Kings by

vine appointment and Iierachies, have made & ﬂ{z;.

sunmade governments from that time to this, 01113 -
which mere Thus,
OrdmO' to this high legal authority GOIporabl

Municipia have sprung.”’

Tom the beginning took their rise in rehmon,“
s not a surprisine thing that when J esuE"f
ed the final and perfect form of aﬁ?ﬁi

ﬁ'

jmk with it this great principle of corpora
d that the richest development of thlg
ratmns should be in Christian lands.

great idea of corporate life is ' an a*“‘ -

OF THE CHUREH, i1

element of New Testament Christianity. Men are

not converted and saved merely as isolated units,
but as members of Christ’s family, into which they

are born by the new birth, and from whwh they
cannot rightfully segregate themselves, Thi

be amply illustrated in the gradual de’w
of the i1dea which we find from its germ 1n gﬂg—
pels, through its developments in the epistles to its
magnificent completion in the Apocalypse, when
¢““the holy city, New Jerusalem, comes down m@f
Heaven from God prepared as a bride adorned fe
her hushand.” But our limits forbid this illw

tion in detail.

It is true that this element of corporate power
may be developed in a corrupt Church to a spiritual
despotism, in which the individual life shall b :
smothered, but 1t may also be kept so mueh
abeyance as to lose its legitimate force and give
an exaggerated development of the prineiple of in-
dividualism, tending to schism, content ; 1
paralysis of this power of corporate actio 'l '
it is probably true, that this is the real dangerin
head to the feeta I h-a-; e , s you”  Andt
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.o pestore our efficiency. If then we can n. HE CHURGH. 12

e (mpmdff‘ life, without wefl,kemng the mdh '
dual life, and bring it to bear on our daily Wor
e \mrf-ne , as parts of the Sacramental host, ¢ cif
zons of the city that hath foundations, memberg
the household of faith, portions of the body 0
Christ, we shall remedy an undoubted defect;

' let down upon e

arth, and awakened
_ _ 2 vivid of
- emotion that ; prareRe

18 but dlmly apprehended now, even
- by ““a soul in its earliest loye.” A midnight land-

. scape of utter darkness is suddenly flushed with
- the rosy tints of the dawn, and every headland and
- mountain top stands ﬁa%hmg In crimson and gold,

as the day star arises in their hearts. The very

" hatred of Jew and Gentile binds them together by

- the common sympathy of a common suffering, and
the love that is repelled by all without burns with

- only an intenser fervour towards all within. Robbed
often of all worldly goods, so that they feel deeply
their insecurity, and kindling with the conscions-
ness of a treasure in Heaven, they feel that the
best and satest use they can make of these uncer-
tain riches 18 to share them with one another, and
80 by mere spontaneous impulse, have all things
common. The little band of behevers are thu&‘
fused into the brotherhood of a com:
whose mutual love is 1ntens1ﬁed;'5y””§60&
and sorrows. When they meet and part it is with
the family kiss of charity. When they saluteeach
other it is not with the usual phrases of salutation,
but with the words, ¢ Christ is risen.” When they
wish to recognise each other bya secret token they
use perha,ps the 81gn of the cress, Qt Som& other

% P
.,,;,

"Ies-w’é-

our modern piety, and give an added energyf
every operation of our beloved Chureh. Hence. i

11O0W 111(111] | ({(G——

II. How did the Primitwve Church embody a,
use this principle of corporate life ? :
We may perhaps best see this by following ..L
othy or Titus in some of their evangelistic tou
through Crete or Galatia. 'They enter a city Whe_‘
Paul bhas sown, and Apollos watered, but Wh-e',n_
the increase has not yet been gathered, and g’a‘-‘
merod They find a small company of persoﬂ
' _} ady to take their stand as avowed believers of
esus. Some of them are isolated individuals, caﬁ

ff by their families; some compose an entlr
' 1 sehold : and they are baptized therefore
Wldua,ls or households, and thus organized 1n17
ch It is very difficult for us in these d1r§ _
ays, when familiarity with Christian tru .
ted our perceptions, to comprehend t nf ;
te freshness of the wonderful facts revea,l 1

hr 1st,1an1ty to 1ts first converts. Lt was wg

: . .Lt .
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ol othor hy attraction from withing and b

from without. P
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QU T Bex, grave and mature women are selacted to do this

work, and like Phebe of Cenchres, become den-
CONCRRAN,

But the children need instruction. £ sent to
the ordinary schools they will be estracised like
their parents, and taught what these parents know
to be false. Ifence suitable teachers are selected,
and the children of the Church, and all othors who
are willing to attend, are organized into a sechool,
and taught on Christian prineciples.

But these operations require funds, and hence on
the first day of the week each Christian brings his
savings as Grod as has prospered him, and &epoﬂts

ol them in the treasury of the Church as a savings
were to ordain in every city. | bank, whose security and dividends he knows te be
But many of these people are poor, mr’, all that he can desire, and from which, as a life-in-
’ surance and health-insurance agency of the stmples
and safest kind, he knows that he or his v
and fatherkess famlly can certain y expe
bursements as they may need. Nt
style of living cuts off much useless exy nse,
their industry meets with its due rewar these
weekly deposits by each memhm f thissimple and
loving corporation, make a ° ggregate,
whmh 18 ’oo be dlsb\nseel hg - boa C dea o

But they need mstruction and Hll]ml‘ViHi()nﬁf
and devout men are selectod to do llliH' nowi-'
oldors, because of their identity with the eld
the synagogue 3 now bishops, because of thQ

pervision of the flock ; now pastors, bocauses
foed Christ’s sheep and lambs ; and to this &."wf
tive eldership the spiritual care of the Chu
entrusted. Some of these elders, being ‘6..

,,?

tench?? ave called to labour 1n ¢ word and docﬁ’
and give themselves wholly to ¢ prayer &11
ministry of the word.” Thus the Cllul‘ch 1B '

nished with that eldership, which these

. by their friends, widows, orphans, aged or Slc Ky

Mn

. need aid to keep them from actual suffering.”

Lare no hospitals or asylums to receive theﬁ{
provision must be made for them. IHence w
,,_-set of officers is chosen, men of prudence and a

ﬁ

‘-*-}_,- snevolence, who are called deacons or adb
grators. They are to act as overseers of the iu |

i1 ¢
g '

gpital stewards, nurses of the sick, guardl
phan, and take charge of the temporaL W

‘1.1

> Church, as the elders do of its SPm :
the habits of Grecian society prevent

Qerformmg these duties efficiently to thé 1

3
-2;
ﬂ1

n._

.....
P ..I"‘L?"-_'. & E-'

Here then W have ap -_ e Chureh, organize
and at work, eve 3“‘ Y hine with brot
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love, helping, shielding, comfopty

1‘]'."::]

t‘.‘!{']] HI]II‘I'

-iﬁt“l‘l_\' |
as members of the same family, i"il
ing cach others good name and worldly weal a,g@
fully as they do their spiritual condition, and ‘{
for each other and with ecach other as membé
one large, loving, compact, and helptul fa.mily;*'t
is a living, working corporation whose &ims'“wﬁ
agencies include both “the life that now 18,3 |
that which 1s to come.’ ‘?"
Jut these churches do not feel themselves g-;_
lated entities, any more than this 1s felt by _
individual Christian. They feel themselves @it;
by living ties of a common brotherhood to all - h‘;
who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, and to al‘l t
churches that are seen springing up 1n other ¢
and countries, messengers are sent from chur
church to keep alive this feeling of oneneSS‘i
Becure such uniformity of faith and practice ag m

Wbe desirable. When the “poor saints,” in 0

pegion are heard of in want, contributions for"” uf;
relief are sent by the hands of these “messenf
er the churches,”” and 1n many cases “thelr u'
overty abounded unto the riches of their lib olm

”i

_.’ and Achala and Macedonia, Hiphesus &

rsalem are connected by a system of exchﬂ‘» ,.

tj

% ymg richer treasure than was ever covered

;IHS of a Rothschild. When a (JhllStlaxni
he carried a circular letter with hlﬂ ﬂ;*‘

- Church,

OF THE CHURCH. 17

potent as the circular notes of modern travel, or
perhaps only a white stone with a new name engra-
ven thereon : but, however he may have made him-
solf known, he is welcome in every Christian fam-
ily as a brother, 80 that wherever there 18 a Chris-
tian household, there he finds a home. If sick,
imprisoned, or 1n trouble, the ever active diaconate
is ready to render him such aid as he needs, because
of this bond of brotherhood. So extensive was
this that Lucian makes it a subject of one of his
satires, and mocks at the credulous hospitality of
the Christians, which his poor, shrivelled heathen

heart could not comprehend.

The amount of work done in this way by these
poor, despoiled primitive churches was amazing.
During the Decian persécution, the Church in Rome
supported 1500 widows, besides many other poor.
The Church of Antioch, although not at all a riech
supported more than 3000 widows and
malds, besides providing for its Gﬂéxgy, for stran-
gers, lepers, and those in bonds. During the wars
in Numidia some Christians were made prisoners,
and their ransom greatly exceeded the means of
their own Church. They applied to Cyprian in
Carthage, and in a few days he raised &mi
them $4,000, a sum which at that d&}, coll;:;'li
the difference in the value of mouney, W f'T::;‘.L. NOT-
mously large. In thissawme eity of Car q en
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o Iﬂ qup ]nn]xt" ()Hf Hl(‘ h(‘d“l(ﬂl ﬂed &nd
their sick unat tmul((] and their dead unbu |

l
\

Just been subjected to g bi
POTSC ution. but tlﬂ”ht to return gOOd f()r &
Cyprian called the church together, OIG‘Lmze

buried the dLEld nulsed
sick, took care of tho children, and in g

he (hristians had

members for work :

the plague was stayed.

The same thing happer “ I

m Alexandria and in other cities, demonstr
.f-

to the very heathen themselves, that a new.;

strange life had entered the world, a life hid
Christ in God. i

'.. ti
] w ;

T'hus does this great principle of 001p01'a,t
work 1tself out into all the manifold extensw !
the Christian Church, until by the multlphe ti
of these living centres throughout the Ron w
Kmpire, a net-work of vitalizing energy is sﬂe nf

band steadily spread all over that mighty doi

Mhe heathen see it with wonder, for they nf’*

I'
lever before seen men love one another, hve

*ven die for one another in that way, and th

are alarmed at this new power that is rising s1l
: ound them. They try to crush 1t out, b’k

re they try the more it grows, and thecw

?a
2 Christians love one another, and thef*’ Im -

- *and stronger grow their faith and self;; 4
+ The dungeon echoes to the notes 0f¢ m1
h:t hymns; the sands of 2 hundred amph tJu
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the feeble old

man goes with an unfaltering step to the lions;
the timid maiden welcomes the hissing flames like
the silken drapery of a bridal attire: the little
child looks fearlessly into the face of the eruel
judge and says: “l am a Christian,” and then
goes calmly to its death singing words of strange
melody that soften even the hard heart of the
executioner, and lead him sometimes to fling down
the instruments of his torture and present himself
as a candidate for the crown of martyrdom: and
thus by this simple might of love, by this simple
working of a new and blessed life, in which the
whole body fitly joined together and compacted
by that which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure of every part,

made 1ncrease of the body unto the edifying of

ttself in love; by the simple power of this corpo-
rate life bmdmg every Christian heart to Christ,

and thus binding it to every other Christian heart,
the religion of Jesus conquered the world.

I11. How may we more eﬁ‘icaently use this great'
principle in our day 2

tres are wet with Christian blood :

Bl

The Church is the Divine corporation for alf the
ends of its institution, and if properly wmked-,
needs no Supplemenmry expedients to aﬁmpl‘f
its equipment. Every sueh hum il .
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over plausible, 18 & wen or a parasite on the O}Jili
corporate, and draws away some of itg vital ’
and sometimes becomes a serious diseage, jw
sling of David 1s better than the armour of Sa;
wig]
Xpec
System
compacted organization found in the Church }11
are needed to do its work, if that OI‘gn.nizat
instinet with Divine life. This we have seen‘;
true 1n the primitive Church, and it is eq l
true now. Just as the organic life-cell in j
Ing body develops into the perfect organizal{f'
so the principle of life in the heart of the il
vidual Christian works outward through the Gtg

congregation to the whole Catholic Church T
L believers.  This will appear clearly, if we -'",3,;.
gingle congregation and show how the f;f:
se of this principle of corporate life will enl.__:
ihe efficiency of any church that rightly usg_ﬁé
* The prime requisite, in this case, is sugg-'
by the words in the text, “every joint Eland_'i%'i}“
art.” It is in the supply furnished by }@ﬁ
nt, and the work performed by every part, th
secret lies. In other words, every member
Church must be an active, not an honora
er of the association; a worker, not a :,j?’a?‘-f
‘the hive; and W esley’s motto, in W.hlj;, |

..‘r' :- |

the Lord God of Israel nerves the arm that
it.  Hence no associations, corporations ore

ents besides this simple, symmetrical

f

{1, tl_'
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1&'!'“]1‘;1("'] up the whole h]uir;r:}/ of Methodism, must
Lbe realized, ¢ all at 1t, and always at 1t.” Liove,
the life blood of thig body corporate, must flow
rich and warm, love to Jesus, love to souls, love
to one another. This will give us in such a
Church, one large, loving family, clinging to one
another, caring for each other’s welfare, good
name and general interests, just as members of
the same household do : each seeking, not his own,
but the things of another; in honour preferring
one another: and so fulfilling the traditional
words of the last, loving apostle, whose aged lips
were wont to say, when he could utter no other
exhortation, ¢ Little children, love one another.”
This premised, and the work of that chureh is
easy. The Pastor and Klders devote themselves
to the spiritual watch and eculture of every mem-
ber and of every family. The meetihgs for wor-

ship on the Sabbath and during the week will be

full, and the mere magnetism of a crowded assem-

bly of loving, eager worshippers will give a fervour
to praise, prayer and preaching, that, like heaped-
up coals of burning Juniper, will generate a power
?f fusion before which hardness and coldness must
nevitably give way. Others will be attracted to
such meetings by that resistless sympathy which
belongs to every living form of human emotion,
and above all to that which 1s kindled by a coal
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from the imnermost altary « The ba,]*)tism of ﬁ]:'e-:.
the cloven tongues could not long he absent ol
. ,.a. . ()

such assemblhies met, with one accord, in Onea

real pog

Such 4
poral 1nterests as pertain to their flexible

off
which adapts 1tself to the manifold needs of
community. They do not merely take up th-?f-fff-
lections, and disburse alms to the few poor in 'y
. TG
Church, but become their counsellors, visitingﬂﬁ
as friends, aiding them to oet employment, acting
: A
as guardians to the orphan, or the neglected chile
taking by the hand the young man who coiﬁ?‘
friendless stranger to theé city, and saving}ﬁi
from the deacons of the Devil, who so '?:a
atter him there, aiding the struggling brother whom
. misfortune has overtaken , seeing that the n
: . .
~ the stranger are cared for; in a word, doing in thy
3 ‘ > o JH
hurch, for those who need that which 18 professe
't0 be done by Masonry, Odd-Fellowsh 1p, and

Then the Deacons become 2 living,
in the congregation, taking charge of

- orders for their members; by Sisters of Cha;,}
and various Brotherhoods in the Church of 515,:
0y Union Benevolent and other charitable socie

-3 . v )
£5 11N the WOrld; or by aily Orga‘nlzed) [;};E:'

’ncy for relieving temporal want and sufferi

e sl 9
he world. The order of Deacons was creabe
sk 41 1

- perform all that kind of service before &
World had ever dreamed of hospitals, asylums,
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charity hoards, and perhaps the world would never
have found the necessity it has had to ereate these
outside agencles, b-ut for the practical dis-use of
phe primitive functions of thfs office of Deacon in
the Church, as they were originally intended to

be pcrformed.
Nor will the officers be the only active workers

‘1 such a Church.  One of the great evils of the
day is an impression with many that the work of
the Church 1s to be done by its officers, not its
members; and many private Christians Seem to
feel no responsibility for this work, leaving it to
the pastor, elders and deacons. This is like giv-
ing the fighting In an army to its officers, and exon-
erating the privates; or giving the work of any
assoclation to 1ts oficial members, whilst the oth-
ers go free. No corporate association ever suc-
ceeds which acts on such a principle, and the
Church 1s no exception to this rule. Men must
enter the Church as they unite with any other
corporate body, not to elect officers as proxies to
do their work, but to take their own share of the
labour, as they expect their own share of the
rewards. In‘'a Church thus vitalized with the
tr.ue conception of its corporate life, the officers
will .be the leaders, not the substitutes of the
working members, and every man will do his duty.

The training of the young will then be better

g
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|, . pave their denominational schools, and
gch o’ hut surely absorbing much of our best
P / These schools are showy, attractive and
'« ur people send their children, espe-
j:heir Jaughters to them, from various
,j, .t that precise stage of life whenthe

ost jmpressions are made. Removed from the
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(?h.urch, but the out-lying magses 0
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or will religious training alone he sa
tSecular education will be brought undé’.if?,f
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amaze him. This loss 19 due mainly to thixiae
cational influence 1n some form. Pl“eSbytef

: ) Ry 7 15, o Al
weakly yielded to the clamour against whgtas eiall) [(,rdef- There . Church, and to 1ts steady
- . : g ¥ p ) r |
called ¢““gsectarian education,”” more than ot }”g]]( ful enelgy % 01}1, 1d have borne SO long
MV Ul) oy A Sk ' . 1
: e | {l(;] Ou ( .
(3]111‘[*01108, and the pI‘&CtIG&l result has been “ 0 than th at 1 L drain that Wl].].

L

to transfer a large number of their ehildren‘f‘;
‘““sectarian education’ of another kind,
they could not approve, whilst they Ef;
ing of value for what they thus lost. = The H
of this influence is vastly greater than f
SONnS are aware. e

L/
¥ ;t

A recent article in one of the most influept

artyr Church Ofﬁ

h'e grand 01(1 1l

Or "Ull(}d O'E t

- fathers i 3
tht;l . it may be said, a1l this is'wery well, but 1t
VLUR LY e

. too costly and hence Utopian., So far 18 this
firom being true, that it 18 nc:t nearly so costly as
the present system, considering the work done.
The water that now flows idly through meander-

ng channels In neglected meadows, if gathered &
into a mill-race and turned upon a turbine Wh‘eelj |

monthlies of the day, designed to show L,
rably the Roman Catholic system is wor '";;: a
1ts aggressive movements in this country, 'f};-
im glowing terms the showy attractions of
vent and parochial schools, and states as
= of actual investigation, that “one-fourth
haps one-third of all the pupils in f

will do the work of a thousand men, and yet dO_-
all that 1t 1s doing now. So the money that
18 given and frittered Away 1n mere 1solated, 1ndi-
vidual action, will set and keép 1In motion a

Divinely constructed '
,, machinery th ¢ T8
vastly more than ; y' e

' children of Protestant parents;”’ and f
adds that, “probably seven of these
pupils out of ten become Catholics sooner or 5
- If this be true, can any one wonder at the 3
- of the Church of Rome. N ow, add to %
~those caused by other denominational schools,ai
“the result will show the annual sacrifice i
Church is making by its abandonment so lai

% Ne
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5 would
.Yy - : 3 . . ' lar p hea,rts
will accomplish vastly more than ig Now d 1 £ larg® means and tpgt,hat g enough
| g, .. g , ate Ul
do 1t better. A very simple calculati P ; 8" . youkhaveEk . fl'f;‘?g very widow and
' Ww! Gl o) | . ) oL
demonstrate this clearly. o makos &7 Ty child, care ff0 o et
.,. ‘ C " erer ,
Let us select the Church in whieh Wwe po educd . 1 O rriendless Su :;reet i alles
sxu..-r, 0 S1G er S
meeting as an illustration. buppose th&t W orphans o pen(,trmte every p leaVP 2 large
o e SO Rory OWHY king agencies, an
5 . ns
will perform all their present Cll‘Ll‘ltleS e’ lus f01 wider operatio ly using this prin-
rp Ll . S111
a good ordinary education for all their ch igu }e without roecling 10, byh Cﬁurch securing the
1aVv fe 1n the %
support their pastor and Church enter .. rate lite ==
P elr J 1te1p11ses 18 ciple of cOrPO ber of the Church working
as they do now, provided they all glve usa v squltuofi seCITiRELEE.
res

instalment of money, and such time a,nd
as a living, working Church can easily give, ap
not neglect a single secular duty. Mlght »H
persons in this Church, in that event, glﬁe $ 0 e
week, twenty persons $5, fifty persons $3 and th
rest $1, by doing as the primitive Churo
laying by on the first day of the week as t el
had prospered them? Would this be an e ¢
scale? Is it not less than some of you now
Yet probably few persons would be able a, v
gle conjecture to come near the amount tha

be raised by this single Church,. of four b r
and thirty members. The amount of thesé
. instalments for one year, from this single C

would be $36,400. Now let the other P
rian churches of the city give in the sa,mer

- 3dd to that the princely donations that i

and pa "

t suppose instea
B:o feefl)mcr it, these members worked and gave
01

antil they did feel it, who can compute the result

then ?
Here then we have the WOlklng of this princi-

ple in a single congregation. Now extend 1t to
that entire Church of whieh this Assembly is the
visible representative, and the accelerated vigour
in the works of Sustentation, Education, Publica-
tion, and Missions, must be Just as great as we

have seen it in that of a single congregation, and

Il spite of our poverty, every Church operation
could be sustained angd -
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011 1 a1l overd ar
of ‘that whioh every JOIUETIDR U of ton & - rele becomes the 4oL,
C »

nal working of every part of the Organlz% lggf
this Chureh.

The world has only begun to learn the Va? of 4 hlgh("l’{oned by millions. = oratidh she iS
Ug 4 i o A
this corporate principle in our generation. 4\ '- come 18 110_0 (gmlple prmclple of (i?i pand expects 11
f ; ]S \
not this also be true of the Church ? Tsidd fm. plyln& tv:rork 4o vast 1D AW poWer in the

true of most of the Protestant Churcheg 1 I HJ\ doing a,' g t
much of the prodigious power of the r(;:wfﬁ . ﬁft)-/ D
Rome due simply to the fact that she useg Ll,
corpomte principle so much more perfectly 3
~we do? She is the most gigantic Corporaty aa
Some respects, that the world ever saw,
1 ch of her wonderful successes to th

tostantlsm, ¢ . 1 t have
A P}Otfebd to use this principle as it migh
hﬂs a1l

‘because of the undue develop.ment of
principle of individualism, re-

)l
a'nd U\ r1

| heen used,
€ use ghg

e the a,nta,o'omzmcf
akes of this principle, as Maca,uley hag ; m n lting in SO many divisions, that a
sul

h great clearness in his review of Ra,nke’s it t in our country five General Assem-
His. there are met 1

Yy of the Popes,.as well as other erterfs :U blies and two General Synods of Presbyterian

i .uto the wonderful tendeucy Of Churches, and yet there are as many more whose

irch of Rome to develop this principle in in dj oceneral or supreme judicatory is not in session.

. working organizations.. There are more. U'\ I Can we wonder that the old story of Bothwell
eparate orders of a corporate nature ﬁ;ﬂ;- Brig 1s so often repeated in our history? Can we
°h, some of thew like the Jesuits, Siste ’tﬁ wonder that this guerilla system often accom-

y, &c., of the most gigantic size and p u; plishes so little? But what is the cure for all this?

€W ones are constantly forming -na.é Not surely a premature attempt to clamp together
sof activity are devised. One of the heterogeneous materials 3 ' ' '

ous of these, the great PrOpa.ga,nd
srives its imperial incomes from contl
f one cent a week from its memb

Y sewing together some
; Tor that is working in the wrong
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Amen !
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® W1 dest of them all, and yet it cannot wholly

omitted, not on ly because it com pl e,te}é; ‘ e ap-
itions, but because it is so eminent %% el
- It is its application to the
: > that elect bride, the s potless spo 'ﬂ'f‘?' £ the
- “the whole Famil y 1n Heaven rth,”
iach each believer is an a,dopted-gh ' principle, thuys
ery careful reader of the N eW | ' Church owed, much
' Bave noticed how rarely motives arel il And truly ;y ;.
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fact of our individual salvation at  Pose, for it 13 g Yy motive for such g pur-
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Covenant, and may well be so in | in 01 lessed hopes We are pressiig

sorrow, when there are “signs in the sun gius

To theseé b
he*moon. and in th ¢ p anq j, ude and stormy
' 1 ¢ stars, and upon the e o

& . . 4
distress of nations with perplexity,the segte

phie waves roaring, men’s hearts failine +tham o
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