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- SERMON

~John v. 40.
And ye will not come to ize, that ye might have life.

ON last Loﬂ’i-da) we discussed two dcctrinal

ygoposmons from dfis test.
FirsT—Absent f@n rist, life i1s alicnated.

sx-;roxn—-Commgb irist, "life is regained.—
The 'rnnn—-is the-subject of this day’s discourse. viz.
Man i erthele=s unwilling to come to Christ
for life.
- Were men disposcid to receive, »ith candor, the doc-
trines of life. tic gospel might be comprised in few
words, and urderstood without much intricate research.
But in tiie existine state of the human heart, and of sur-
rounding socicty. the zospel must be prcachcd line upon
: line, and defended by all the skill of men who give
themselves to reading, meditation and doctrine.

Ministers and proiescors must have their loins girt
with truth, if they wouid keen pace wiik, .n'd out run cr-
YOI, as well asl.\ a godiy caversation ; Jike a burnine
lamp, direct the p.atlls of sil:ers.

“The proyer study of mankindis mun, " and doubtless
rest to Theoloey, the knowledze of thie human mind is
mosi drgnifying dﬂd 1mport: t. "

According o the comon maxim, however, all best
thiigs are worst when abused @ Metaphysies have been
very much abised, ard so have become very perniciours
to the truth. Si it wou!d argue: a pusilanimity unworthy
of the chnstan cause, to rchnqmsn the Cnllll‘O\(‘l‘\lC
aam at Ilw liieriy of man, and the sovreigniy of Ged @ even
should tiie science of the mind, as stated bv mren of great
hiterary famne, stand foremost and speak lotlestin defy-
e the armies of truth.
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In fusther prosecution of the subjeét we p®pose—
tizst—To estabiish sone ],nnmplea cencegning the
will of man a~ oppesed to the zospel of Christ.

Secoxp—Shew how menise u.!mbm for not complying
it tie ofters of Cie i Chrst,

Tumvp—How his natural unwillingness 1s overcome
0V superaatura  miluence. i a way consistent with
theriv, and resiecting all the honor upon divine and
prey vailine erace.

‘Tize will 1s that {aculty of the mind, by which we
hoose or refuse to act. W e must not supposc that the
will understanding &c. are distinet from the mind, and
separable from it. [ s the same one mind that thinks,
nadees, wiiis, and isfree. g

Thc wiil is inttussiced by motives,"and paturally fol-
iows the fast decision of the undgrstanding or judement.
“Motives are the reasons of the igd’s willing in any
sarticular maner. |

it e‘m\ ui therefore, that they slander the mind of
swan who say ihat f has ased determining power, and
can act pviciendesids of motives: 1o if motives be the
cesons of mman's ‘.‘0:1:10;15, then for the mind to will and
zot wilacn! moilves, would be to wiil and act without
CUGSON

Thir, 73t D2 e case with some, is evidently by an im-
P sorficiion, ang o iar as any do so, they are foclish and

reaserabie.

diotives, "n‘oro being that which influences the

cationni ;*;n"l, when there are many of these opposing
zach other, the stroneest will of course prevail.
The strousth, however. of motive, 1s 1.01 aiwavs accor-

f}ingzo rropricily, hict is regulated by the mind's judg-
ey and propensity,

Thus moiives of lure or gain preponderate with
seme s of picasure oy of honos with others.  Different
mecives opernte didferentiy  with the same person, nt
,’i~‘-‘. L@t innes.

Sicasare 10 vouth, xnni’it and power i mere aavanced
G Kpowine aman’s disporition, we e caletiate,
vith conaiderabic ceriamty, how he will act i ooy cisen
et o nieh eonld Hever be doue, were the maind DOS-

-~ —agi?Wer, and couid et -
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Things that are distant. indistinetly perceived. tho®
really of oreater moment will be less pmwm I thaw those
of ano:her deseriptien.

The mind, sometimes. scems to act withort motives,
in 1astinctive maotions, in onerations which are very
comples, and the resait of long practice; but itis to be ob-
served that these compiex operations require long habit
to render tirem facile, and fer a consizlerable time we are
conscioss of distinet volitions for every part.  Itis no
mere a proof that thev do not continue so still, that we
are not conscious of them, than it is that a wheel, whose
diiferent spoxes we disti net! v nerceived. when turning
siow_ ceases to have them ¢ Itctn‘ct when twrning fast.

There are motions so ranid, as to elude distant vision,
anid t'nerc are veiltions so yapi 1, as to prevent distinet
CORCIOUSNESS.

Some actions seem to he animal rather than ratioral ;
these may proceed {rom citiier original instinct or arti-
ficial appetites. These ean form ne objection against
our principles of volition, for they seem to be done with-
out anyv rational voliticn.

The mind notwithstanding the influence of motive is
free. In everv noral action. man 1s necessarily free.
Destroy liberty * inits philesophical sense, and vou des-
troy moral age ncyv.  Liberty however does not consist,
in willing what vou please, but in doing what vou will.

If a man stronger than another, forces the other to do
some action ; in ‘the eve of the law and commen sense,

moral a (Tencv and re spmmlnhtv cecase, where force be-
gins. Thusif A putsinto B's hand, a dagger, and force
B’s hand, so as to wound and kill C, D is considered as

* Liberty has three significations, a political, a le-
eal and a philosophical or me aph\ sical.  The first
when we are aliowed to act freely, as far as does not
clash with the equal freedom and interest of others.
The second, when we act without duress.  The third,
when we act according to our volitions, however these
may have been influenced. A man forced to sign a
bond would be in law released from that hond, he-
cause he acted bv duress and threats.  Still it was
metaphysically an action, af{ree action.

A2
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passive and innocent as (3 and A is by ~ll accounicd
the assasin, 1t would be otherwise, Lowever, i oy ai-
lurements or threats were used. We must ot cone
sult our own safety so 1ar as to perpetrate moral crime.
Man, it appears therelore, it an agent, must be free.—
Wlhat kind of freedom or liberty is necessary in order
to moral agency, is an enquiry of hmportance.  Sonie
sav liberty of difivrence 1s necessary, if this were ibe
case,y 1t 1s very evident that God himwh could not act
freely, for no reverent mmd can stppose that God 1s 11-
dlhuont to good or evil.  The thing is sclf contradic-
tory, that the mind should will and choose one thing, and
as much will and choose the contrary.

To cheose is to prefer, to be indifterent is to be indif-
fercnt, and not to choose or will.  If a liberty of indiiler-
ence, therefore, be necessary to agency, none can be
iree agcnts but such as are in a state of suspence, and
of course do not act at all ; to act freely then is not to
acts to be 1n astate of free urcncv, is to be in a state, in
which it is not possible either to wiil or to act: that is,
in a state of no agency.

A state of indificrence w ~uld moreover, in anv case,
be very criminal. There is certainly a difference be-
tween good and evil, and could it but be a criminal dis-
position to have no preference for the one above the
other ? surely man was not so when made after the im-
age of his Maker in know ledge richteousness and ho-
liiness, and vet was hie not free r Holy angels are surely
not so indifferent, and are they not free agents 7

A liberty of independence and sovreiguty cannot be-
long to any creature. The name creature carries in
it the idea of dependence and suhjection. Seeing there-
fore, liberty of indiffcrence 1s incounsistent with itself,
and liberty of independence incompatible with his char-
acter and state,I know of no libertv, which can belong
to man, but that of spontaneity, that is, that his actions
be regulated by his reason and will.

This is all the liberty courts of civil justice require,
all the liberty conscience requires, and I think I may
add, all thie fredom consciousness knows. Innate pro-
pensities and moral motives are perfectly consistent
with this freedom. Itis not necessary that one should
will right or wrong to maintain this freedom.
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Man was in his pristine state frce to good or evil,—
Hisonvival bias was o vood ; teinbtativis intivenced
hin to that which, by vositive and sovecizie appointinent.
was evil. In his preseat state Liis l:"'%‘ and prope u-‘
Sy are to evii, of course hie- exercises insfreedom o \1
thithier ail the unaginations of ins depraved heart e,
Ye wili not come to me that ve izt have lite. it e
mains for a state of’ ,)crlcuu)u 1 ioliaess 1o discover i
freedom tending only to good. "1 he liberty with which
Christ makes his peop! le free shall then be pc'icn.t Now
ttisonly parual. ior the flesh lusteth agatast the ﬂwirit,
and the spirit against tae fiesh, se that we cannot do the
thirigs that we wouid ; the tiue liberty of creatures con-
sists i their betig delivered from tic hands of all their
enemies, and 1n bang influenced to serve their Crea-
tor and best friend.  Somie talk of a suificiency of gracc
being given to all, winch o rightly unproved would se-
cure saivation. But where are they niformed of this
fact - does daiiv observation evince this, or its contrary ?
The h\polhmm and result destroy the assumption, for
nothing is sufiicient for the end which it does not ob-
tain. Arcaiisavedr No. Then all havenot sufficient
agrace ior that end. I all had so much grace as wouid
be thus sufficient, and some improved it and were saved,
others misimproved itana were lost, those who improved
it, would have something of which to glory before others,
as having inade themselves to differ ; before God as hav-
ing effected their own salvation. Then it would not be
saving grace, for that wouid be common, and yetall are
not saved s but saving improvement. But is this the
scriptural view of the qub]cct » Whathast thou, O an,
that thou hast not received, and if thou hast reccived it,
what hast thou to boast? We are all by naiure children
of wrath, even as others 3 you hath he quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and in sins. By grace are ve
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God. Eph. ii, 8.

Some will say, all have natural powers to believe, or
not to believe, to love (xod, or not to love God. But we
would ask, does th:e scnptunc say so r does candid expe-
rience say sor are these natural acts * if not, why speak
of natural power ior moral or spiritual exercises? Were




this tie fact, nothing more would be necessarv in con-
veise:, than mora! ;u%rsum-u.; ; and s this, al: the words
of scripture, on this suiject, inmiv > all that christian
experience aflirms - But of this agai. Morcover, do
aey by ibis natural pewer believe, iove God &c. ” The
Hopkinsian hiniself” says. no, it 1s morallv impossible.
Wiiat is the use then ef the naturai power, of which,
they sav, atl ave pessessed, any more than of the univer-
sal atoiemeit £ tie use of which they . to the objects
of pariicular redemption.®  The truth is, ikiat although
we were endowed with powers for all these purposes
oricizaally, we have iost them ; so that in us, that is;n

sur flesh, thuc dwelis 1o guod thing ; we cannot even
come to Christ for life, until grace makes us ahie; We
wili not, untii grace inakes us wiliing in a dav of power,
do, or think or will any geod thing. This brings us
however to consider in the second place,

2 How we are culpable; seeing our inability and un-

wiliingnriess are so insurmountable.

A man may be to blame, for not doing what Le can,
even shouid tiiis notbe all that warts to be done. This
scems to be generally admnitted, ‘¢ Put your shoulder to
the wheel then call on Hercules.”

* Hopkinsians say the gospel ofter cannot be general,
unless the atonement be indefinite,and all be pos—
sessed of a natural power to believe.

The Hopkinsian atonement also excludes, the
transfer of sis or righteousnecq, and is nothing more
than a general expression of the displeasure of God
against sin, whereby he can consistently pardon pen-
itent sinners.  If this be the footing, however, upon
which the gospel is to be generally offered I cannot sce
any reason whv it is not to be preached to devils: for
if the atonement is an expression of wrath against
sin generallv, why not against the sin of fallen angels,
as well as of fallen men. Coming to Christ, is com-
manded us, becawse we have natural power, but have
we more ndtm al power than devils.

The reason that satisfied old divines was, that they
were commanded to preach the gospel to all nations;
perhaps this is still the best reason.

e e et e e
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A man may read and s'.udy the seriptures, examine
thelr evidence and claims ; theilr morality and divinity.

Considering the possibility, necessity, and presumip-
tive veracity ()t the sc nptu.es, every man is certainly to
blame who does not give them the most clese investiga-
tion. If he does so, he will be foiced either to becoine
an universal sceptic, or acknowledge their authenticity,
if not divinity ; a libertine, or adnnt teir superior mor-
aliy ; an epicurcan, or allow their unparallelied excel-
lence If they are true, thev must afford all believers
the best founded con:fort, and the highest hope of pre-
sent support and future Id)utx. These things being so,
are iliey not culpable who continue obstmate!v infidel ?

This appears stll more evident, when we consider
what absurdities they must credit, in order to discredit
the Bible and the Christian 1ehmo-1.

That the mysteries of religion should be difficult
to understand and believed, need not seem strange:
but that those who object to them, on this acceunt, and
are so cautious of believing any thing, which can be
doubted about religion, should vct be forward with their
faith in things opposed to it, musi seem strange. The
scriptures have all the evidence and probability that
they could have, or that can reasonably be required, or
even ingenuously demanded and yet the infidel says,
show me a sign or I will not believe.

To be'ieve that the scriptures are not, would be no
areater violence to sense, than to believe they have no

authior, weuld be to reas on, or a bad authior to natural
religion, Still they are pru steraft and deception!  If
pricsts had sagaeity enough to gain influence, and be-
icwithout them \\luvhtuel.}notlu msueqmru what need
had thev of them, if thc} had rot, how could they imposo
them. No matter, still we are unwiiling, though every
theoiy to account for the existence and character of the
seriptares he absurd, bat the one whirch makes them di
vine, stli I say we are unvriiing to come o Umsi, con
cerning whom they testiiy 1 and is not this unwitiingness
eriminad > %Yo wil notcome to me that yemight have
e’
Besides this speculative faith, of which we have beexn

spcaking, men iy witheut supernatural or saving grace,

o e
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have many feelings ard do many things ; devils believe
and tremble ; Herod did manyv thmgs, and heard John
~ladly. Ahab and Judas repented, Jehu seemed very
realous for the Lord of hosts, and acted quite the refor-
mer. Allthey can do mthout faith which is God’s gift
is sin, vet both in God and man’s estimation tliey would
be more culpable to neglect those things which are e<-
sentially right, though formally wrong. They Wil
deficient in their principle, motive, rule and end.

Thev ought to do them right 5 if thcy have so destroy-
ed themselves as rot to be “able to do them richt, they
ought still to do them. See how Christ loved the young
man who was discreet and decent, so as to make us be-
lieve that in an outward way, he did observ e, as he said,
the commandments. He was not far from the kingdom
of heaven,and yet it was easter fora camel to pass
through the eve of a needle than for him to enter in.
With God this was pessible, not with men.

That man can attend to the external rizhts of religion
15 c¢vident from many instances of phancalcal strictness,
superctitious zeal, This bodily exercise profiteth lit-
tle vetthey actmore laudably who observe, than those
who neglect them. It is better to be near the pool of
hea!mg waters, although we cannot get into it without
some person’s aid, than securely or su.lenly to stay at
a distance. In such a predicament, prayer is very evi-
dently indicated as the duty of poor helpless man.  A-
gainst it also unbelief w ill for ge many ohjections 3 but.
true sense of want and wisery wiil echo lh(, divin
directions.  “God be imerciful to we asinner, sav-
me eise I perish”  Simon, though in the gall of bit
terness and bond of iniquity is commanded to pra;
God, if'so he the mniquity, of his heart may be forziven

Avain, we may he as (u’pab ¢ for not willing to do,
what we cannet, as for not willive to do what we
ean. This will appear pm‘mlo‘;ical“tu some ; a httle

dtention however, will ©rust, make it piain.

,\ man may tln.m He can do what fic cannot.  1u that

ase, it ois n!dm, if he is commanded by undoubted
aithority, to do what he thinks he can do, and wil-
fiily refases, heis as culpahl le, asif he really had power.
Suppose a servant detected in an attempt to poicon I
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master, is, for this crime, privatelv secured in his bed
chamber, so that he cannot get out; would he because
of this, be any the less culpable, if on being called to
rise and do his duty, he refused, not knowing what was
done. Suppose on his being told that he was detected
in his designed murder a'; dis commanded to come and
beg pardon, he still refuses and becomes more turbulent
and wroth, would not all dutiful fellow servants blame
him for not wiiling to do what he could not, tili e was
enabled as well as commanded? Willing aud trying
would change both his case and ours.

Our heavenly Father, like earthiv parents, wants the
reverent affe:ction of his children. If he, as a test of our
obedience, and as an expression of his authority, require
us to do any thing, no matter whether we can do it or not,
we are very culpable if we do not wiil aued ti-.

He commands us, in his law, to do nothing which we
were not originally capable by coimnmon support to do ; if
we have wantonly and rebelliously squandered the pow-
er to do, he certainly has ot thereby lost the power to
command. ‘

If his authority were to he measured by our ability,
and his law always to be necessarily modified accor-
ding to our power, there could be no sin, no moral
debt—whenever we lost power to pay, he lost the right
to exact. Of course all penalty would be cruel, all fai-
lure of duty, would be impossible.

The great Dr. Reid of Glasgow, whohas done so much
for true learning, bv removing the rubbish of ideal phi-
losophers, and viadicating the testimony of our seunscs
- agamst sceptics, and human liber ty, against the advo-
cates of acheistic fatality ; has also, we aresorry, by going
too far upon the last subject, much confirmed the here-
sies of arminians and corrupted the venerated and belo-
ved Church of Scotland, by erecting the idol of free will
against the throne of divine grace. To prop up this
tottering statue against which so many vahant reform-
ers haveshottheir well directed arrows,and against which,
the orthodox of his own connection, were still disposed to
hurl with brawny arm, their heaviest javelins: He calls
in this simile to his aid, in order no doubt to excite

their pity, and so paralize their arm.

i
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“ Suppose, says he, a sailor in theravy of his country,
and lon:ging for the case of a hospital, as an lmalu., to
cut ofl his finger, so as to disabic him hom aoing the
duty of a saiior, he is guilty of a great crime 3 bhut ‘after
he has been punished ac u:rdm'r to e demerit of his
crime, will his captamn msist that Le shail stily do the
duty of a sailer? Will e commiand Lim to go aloft
when it is impossiliie i'm' ’;im to ¢o i, and pamish L as
geiity of disolediensce r Surelv if there be anv such
llun«r as justice and mjustice, this would be unjust and
wantenly crucl. vol. iv. page 265, Am. cd.

This however pirusible is not appiicabie. It enlists
the feelings, but does very Iittie towards milsencing the
understanding, and will avail very nittie, 1’ tried by cool
judginent and calm reason.

\upposc the captain shouid, in order to make his pun-
1siunent, a more effectual antidote -um"'ct the conta-
gion of the crime 5 lash him withi sive: peo0s vad, and com-
mand him to mount the shrowis, it would he ilothing
like so cruel, as manv thausand deeds tivese marine fu-
ries have commitied ; ves, tei to one, 1f Dr. Reid and

many others of th« sae frateruity, woild not have
justified it as an ~ppropriate and judicious penalty.—
But let it be in that case considered cruel, is this the
state in which the advocates of human libertv and di-
vine sovreignty consider manto he > No.  Suppose then
he should rc(us«-, to do what he vet retained in his power
to do, with his eyes, tongue and other hand, and insist,
when thev were correcting him, for dlsquahlwng hlm-
self for b’s duty, that he had not done s0, tils would cer-
tainly aiter very essentiaily the case, and at the same
time make it more applicable to the casein haad. Bat
does Dr. Reid really think whathe is saving when he talks
of having received punishment according to the demerit
of hiscrime ? Have any of the rebellious family sufier-
ed this, even of those spirits now in prisen, to whom Nosit
preached ? I know the Dr. would not say so. Whyv tien
if not to deceive, state the simiie so 7 and vet if not so
stated, it looses almost all its effects ; his great lever then
wherewith he thoughit to move a world wants a fulcrum,
his massy chain has broken links and cannot bear it-
self. IHis maimed sailor may go to the hospital and his

By
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master with him—they can do nothing. Expenience
and scripture teil us ve are unable invalids. God and
conscience, in perfect unison, declare we are to blame.
“No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent 1pe draw him.” John, vi. 44. € Ye will not
come iv me that ye might have hfc.”

Finally, we may be, if not cuipable, at any rate great
lesers, for ot being able to do what we would.

A father has mortgaged an inheritance; the son
would fecndly redeem it, but cannot: This may ve to
him a very great lass.

Suppose that he imitate the profligate conduct of his
father, having imbibed and inkerited his veiuptuous dis-
position ; would he not, for al! the resuits of this entailed
profligacy, be to blzame, as weil as be a loser for the fa-
ther’s personai proflicacy > JMorcover, whatever the
S;w'i.‘z,:iati\'c inight argue in such a case, the very fact of

¢ fither being such a character ‘vould render the son
k&# recpcaabsc. We mav sy, that others should not
despise the children of base purents: but we generally
do it in some degrez ourselves. It is done, and lhat
under the Judge of all the carth, who would not surcly,
but for some just end, ‘et mnoccnee sulier.

But so itis ; none can bring a clean thing out of an un-
clean. V/e are begotten insin, and brought forth in
imquity, and yet this establishment of things does not
excuse, much less justify us, so that we mnght lay the
blame on God, because it was the father’s fault, wiio cat
the sour grapes. No, € By one man sin entered into the
the world, and death by sni;” but mark, “ so death has
passed upon all, for that all have sinned.” Even from
Adam to Moses the infants, who had not simed after the
similitude of Adam’s transgression, died. What countless
miliions of this description, did the waters of the dcluge
overwhelmr For they were marrving and muitiplying
until Noah entered the ark, and the descending torrents
swept away the peneraticns ey (iese ungodly men. What
mercy did for the infants we: do not say; but if they
had not been sinners, nor death nor merc» had with
them ought to do. That we ..re exy csed to ‘bad exam-
e in early life is a very great caluity. Although the

5
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fathers are laxd in the grave, like carrion before the
eyes of their sous, vet the sons imitate the fathers, in
fond calculations about life’s perpetuity, and the long
frain of names.  From such eviis who can redeem his
brother? Yet such are great vanities and great sins.—
The application of these facts and principles to the
casc in haud is easv. There are many thiugs we can
do, which we do not. There are many things we can-
not 4o, which vet we flatter ourselves we can do, and
do not, nor try ; though God and good men for good rea-
SONiS urge us. There are many things of the most last-
ing importance, and unspcal\ablc interest, which altho’
we were willing, like other impotent men, we cannot;
and vet when a Saviour comes, we are unwilling to re-
ceive his aid. .

We gmive a kind of credit to his testimony, and vet act
as if it were ali tnpcsture.

Ve acknowlege that we need secme commoan assist-
auce. but will net receive salvation itself| if 1t must be
ali grace. To the terms of the gospel we are ovposed,
becausc they oppose every high thought,and would bring
them allinto the obedience of faith, and under the fcet
of Christ. Thus, uuless we can ln\e some share of
the honor, we will not come to Christ, that we might
havc iife.  And is this to us no loss, no crime? Ah
me ! what logic!

We give credit to any thing sooner, and more ea-
sily than to facts attested bv divine miracles, and stam-
ped by diviiie truth. We trust more rc'uh!) upon the
britiic arm of human aid, which in our case can afford
no succour, than in the omnipotent arm of Jehovah
made bare for our relief; and is this no crime? Al-
though with kindred affections in our nature, which he
assumed, he entreats us, saying, “ O Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem,” and yet still we mll not, till by his divine agency
inwardly exerted, he enables us. He cries, « My head
is wet with the dew 7 Lut we cannot risc, till he put in
his hand by the bole of the door, and move the bowels.
Ts not this state of man most clear demonstration of
human guilt ? for surely such folly of intellect, such de-
pravitv of heart, had never been entailed, and allowed
$O universrlly to prevail upon the uuhawpy descendants
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of Adam, had we not all sinned in him, and st of rig‘ht
shared in his guilt.  Still the gospel offer is not reediess,
even with respect to them who do not receive 33, fi
tends to demonstrate man’s sin, whilst 1t declares Ged's
claims, and men’s duty. The Spirit convmccs the world
of sin, ¢ beeause they believe not in me.” It tends to
demonstrate the inveteracy of our hatred, and enmity
against God, when the gospel so inviting is rejected.—
Surely those, to whom suca light is hid, must be blind;
those, whom such love cannot melt, must be enmity; yet
such, it appears, is the case and character of all unre-
generate men.  Even such as read the bible are not ex-
cepted. They scarch the scriptures, in which they think
they have eternal life.  These scriptures testify, if we
examinc even in the most superficial manner, their pre-
dictions and accomplishments. that itis in Christ that
eternal life is hid, and vet we will not come to him that
we might have life. We want life, but will not have it
in him; sure this isstrange. Is he not the chiefof ten
thousand a friend that sticketh closer than a brother ; :
adorned mth all the glories of divinity, set in the foil of
our humanity; all the iulness of the Godhead dwelling
in him bodily ? and yet we see nothing in hirs where-
fore he should be desired. Ah , poor, perverse man! It
can be no pleasure for a Dl‘Oﬂlel in the s-umefiredica-
ment, to declare your sins and faults, and yet Y@would
not be the part of a friend to conceal them. Surely, if
I should learn to give flattering titles to men, my Ma-
ker would soon take me, if not from life, ﬁom useful-
ness. Whatever else be the result, man must be
humbled, God glorified ; and surely, the gospel, which of-
fers salvation to such poor, miserable and hel!pless sin-

ners, must be a theme of eternal rejeicing, its Author
of cternal praise to all pious minds, as weli asasavoar of

richteoustess to God; although 1t wiii,bv man’s depra-
v nv and {au’t, be a savour of death to all but such as are
super natumllv assisted.  And this brings us to the

Third general division of oar discourse, viz. to speak

of the operations of grace conquering our unwillingness,
in a way consistent with human liberty, and reflecting
all thie glory upon divine grace.

_ ;“?-q
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Our texi, and discvssion, the gencral tenor of sacred
crlptunc cleariy evin ‘e that man is tot of the cl: arac-
ter, nor ui the con: .mon. in which he was or iginaily
made. He va;originaliv made for sublime contempla-
tion on the w.rrks and character of God, for supreme fe-
licitv in the fei'vvishin 9i God. For such dignitied ex-
ercise. and Ligh icl.ut\ he is now, alas! disqualified,
i3 seme change be made it his state and dlsposmon-
Accordinglv, we read of a translation from the kingdom
of sin and satan, into the kingdom of hisown Sen. The
iransiaiien here is not local. Place makes iittle for
happiness. The translation affects the subject. The
subjects arc not mere emigrants and citizens; no, they

are naturalized fellow-citizens. In such cases as this, a
man may be accounted, by himscif and others, as free
in both states. Suppese asubjectof the Dey of Algiers,
upon being made acquainted with the nature of the
United States’ gov ernment should choose to become a
member of the American repubhc, would he, by this
change, lose his freedom ? Had he even been taken in
the first instance, in the act of piracy, yet as soon as he
submits, in his will and heart, to the laws of a free and
honest commonwealth, he is as {ree as he was before.
Suppese him a thorough Algerine, while under the Dey,
and a true-hearted Amerncan, when a member of .our
cammumty, he might, in 3 certain sense, be said to be
frec in both states ; because freedom verv much consists
iu a correspondence between character and condition.
2o the Apostle seems to speak Rom. vi, 20. ¢ For when
ve were the servants of sin, ve were free from richice-
ousness.” Ver. 18. ¢ Being then made free from sin. ve
hecame the servants of righteousness.” Man must serve ;
his dignity and felicity depend upon the hauad of a mas-
ter.  “Know ye not, that to whom ve vield vourseives
vrrmms to obey, hls servants ve are whom ve obevy
 tier of sin unto death, or of obedience unto right-

¢ uevrse’ Ver, 15

vz b the easoV ofre adduced, the whole political na-
ture of the Algcm'c must be changed, m order to make
him subimt to the diligence and industry requisite tn se-
sure snceess and respectability, in our honest and en-

terprizing commonwealth ; so the vhole spiriteal naturs
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of man must be changed, in crder o make a subject of
satan, sin and darkness, a subjeet of the kingdom of light,
of rlghteousmss and of Christ.

If, therefore, loeal difierence of character be so great,
that a life-time is hardiv safficient to change it, what
must be the difficulty with respect to those constitutional
habits of sin, which, according to a trite, but true say-
ing, beirg bred in the bone, is hard to extraet from the
flesh. We have no dispesition to ¢.epreciate human na-
tuic; buot really it 1s hard to tell, how he that 1s accus-
tomcd to do evil shall learn to do well.

Hewever it has happened, it is evident that the mor-
als of men are sunk very far beneath the standard of
even man’s own partial judgment.  Now, evil example
going to corrupt even good manners, how is the sinner,
whose manners are bad, and habits corrupt, going to save
himseif - The ab surdltv however, of such a suppesition
dozs net stop here. His nature is corrupt: Every ima-
gination ef his heart is evil, and that from his youth.
By the time he is capable of reasoning, his depravity is
copﬁrmed iivery source of nature seems to be dry.

Where, or how is reform to begin? The natural man
cannot discern spiritual things; t the carna! mind is enmi-
ty against God ; the jarring passions and clashing inter-
ests of immoral and self-willed iman ; the baneful exam-
ples aud inveterate habits of corrupt society seem all
opposed toreform. In such a crisis, is there any power
but omnipotence that can avail ? No, they are not only
lncapablp, as being weak, but the strenoth thev have
opposes the motion to be produced “ When there was
no eye to pity, nor hand to help, the Lord laid help
on one who is mighty to save to the uttermost.”—
His own arm brings salvation, when revealed for that
purpose, without which the ministers of religion would
sti!l have reason to complain, ¢ V7ho Lath believed our
report:” No man can come to thc Saviour, cven by
the help of Clivist’s own preaching, except the Father,
which hath sent him, drew him ;g but every one that
bath heard and learned of the Father, cometh to the Sa-
viour, and that in a wav most congenia! with human

liberty and freedomn, This, however, cannot be, with~
B 2
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out an entire change of nature. The mind which befere
w25 darkness. must 1i:w be made light in the Lord.—
The hieart of stone nust be irade an heart of tlesh. The
disposition which was eismity must be made love. The
children of the wicked soe must be made the children
of the Most Holy.

Who, I ask, can do all this, but the great power of
God 7 It will certainly produce the effect intended, un-
less thie creature be stronger than the Creator; that is,
unless finite power be greater than infinite—hwnan
{fraiity more mighty than divine omnipotence! $eeing
man, had he continued in his original integrity, would
have acted freely, what is there iinpossible or improba-
ble in his acting freely, according to the principlesof his
new creation. The mode of effecting this change we
do not pretend to describe. Who can tell how he is
formed naturally—how the bones are formed in the
womb ¢ One thing the regenerate man knows, that where-
as he was blind, row he sees—whereas he was unwil
hng, now he is w 1] ing—he was dead, and is alive! Now.

is tiiere any thing incompatible with liberty in the di-
vine production, and human exereise of new spiritual
powers? No, on the contrary, it tends to perfect liberty.

It is impossible altogether, to reconcile natural con-
science and irreligion. The judgment will see, in some
measure, the better; the umsanctified bias, and nutl%l
inclination choose the worse. Supernatural grace ¢
quers this depravity, and makes the man consistent with
himself It seems particularly strange, that advocates

»* partial and common grace should be opposed togn-
{w , insuperable and prevailing grace, on the scorggof
its destroying human liberty. Sure, if a little grace tends
to free from the bondage of sin, one would think, more
.would be better for this end; and the more powerful
and invincible it is, the more free the man will be ; that
§s, if sin be servitude, and righteousness and life be lib-
erty, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, making
f: e from the Jaw of sin and death, will not destroy lib-
erty. Wlere the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty !
If this influence, of which we speak, were contrary to
freedom, all instruction in literature and science, all
discipline in morals, must be %0 too; for these have a
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tendency to make vice odious, nud virtue eligibie. Are
we then to be barhariaus, in order to be freer I
ask, whether the intelligent, virtvous citizen, who regu-
lates his conduct according to law and propriety, or the
ignorant licentious debauchee, is the freer inan? Do not
all reckon inteliigent moral restraint from evil, and con-
straint to good, consistent with, and coustituting a ve-
ry importantingredient of eligible freedom: A pplv these
thoughts to the case in hand, and you will see, that in-
vincible samctifying grace is so far from destroying lib-
erty, that itis its basis, substance, and sumnit.

Nor can it be said, that if the grace of God operates
upon the will, it thereby destroys liberty. No, on the
contrary, this illustrates the mode, whereby a change is
produced in conduct, consistent with human freedom.
The man who was naturall y unwilling, 1s supernaturally
and graciously made willing. Alithough religious ser-
vices were before burdenseme, now they become his de-
light. He is never so {ree, as wheu under the restrainte
of grace—never so comfortable as when influenced by
the coustraints of love. Hence, the very significant
language of Christians; “I felt an unusuai fieedom m
the performance of such a duty.” What is this? Why,
it is the effect of the presence and power of grace, im-
peiling to, and assicting in, the discharge of duty. Those
.. Who before would not come to Christ, are now alive,
*®and their affections run like the chariots of Amma«!ab

Now the tune is changed. They cry,“ Lord, I believe,
he!p my unbelief.” He, in whom before they saw no
beauty, wherefore he should be desired, is now to them
g::e chief of ten thousand and altogether lovely. The
ost deliberate choice of their judgment is “ None but
Christ.” The chorus of their heart’santhein is, “ Whom
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth
that I desire besides thee.”

From what has been said confir matory of haman free-
dom, in the work of grace tendiny to iife, we need not
spend long time in proving that exhortations are coi-
sistent with the view of'it which hasbeen given. Indeed,
although God has always a right to command, or instruct
his servants: to exhort to 41ty his rational creatures,
who are also evidently culpable, if they do not obey ;
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vet from the view wz have taken of the subject, it will
appear, that these comu:ands, however reasonable and
authioritative, wili not be obeved, vuly in so far as they
are accempanied by grace.  When it does, the com-
mand, or exhortation is not made void, but has special
emphasis. “Work out vour own salvation with fear
and trembling, for itis God that worketh in you, both
to will and to do of his own good pieasure.” Phil, 1,
12, 13. Butit will be asked, how is this economy col-
sisteint with a state of rctnhutlon, or of rewards and
punizhments? We answer; with regard to the wicked,
it will be the same as if no such ptan had b. e discov-
ered. If they have sinned without law, they shall be
judged without law. ‘They are left without excuse, by
the discoveiles of nature, and the remonstrances of
conscience. [f they have sinned under the law, they
shall be judged by the ciearer light which they en_)med
They shall be judged by the law. If thev have sinned

under the gospel dispensation, and agamst the particu-

lar privileges of that most benign, and favorable con-
stitiition of things, it wiil of course be more tglerable
tor Sodom and Gomorrah, than for them. ¢ H8w shall
we escape if we neglect so great salvation I’ If against
some operations of the Spirit inwardly experienced, so
much the worse—they are more coufirmed and harden-
ed. “Itis impossible for those who were ance ealight-
encd, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were
ma'e partakers of the Holy Ghost, and the power of
the world to come,if thev fall away, to renew them
acain to repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves
afresh the son of God, and put him to an cpen shame.”
there remains no more sacrifice for the sin of them, who
despise thatblood whereby alcne sin canbe purged, and
wilfully, and maliciously, and knowingly blaspheine the
only name whereby sinners can be saved.

With respect to the righteous, we readily admit that
eur plan destroys all claims of human merit, and every
revard of debt in the work of salvation. 1t is of faith
that it might be by grace ; and if by grace, then not of
wor's, otherwise grace is no more grace; and if of
works, then no more of grace, otherwise work is no more

work. The two are entirely, and foto celo different, so
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that we cannot, without the greatest confusion of thousht,
language, and thedlogical principle, blend them. ¢ \Ot
by vor ks of righteousness which we have done, but ac-
cording to his grace hath he saved us, by the \sashmcr
of regencration, and the renewing of the loly (‘hust
which he shed on us abusdaptiv, throngh Jesus Christ.
Not of works, lest any man sh cuid lmasr for we are
his workmanship created in Christ Jesus to good works.
To him that worketh the reward is reckoned of debt 5
but to him that worketh nst, but believeth on him that
rose from the dead, his faith is accounted to ':iim for
righteousness,” and hls reward, of course, is «ocording
to grace. The humble sanctlﬁed mind will not reckon
the reward less valuable, nor the labour in vain, be-
sause they are both of grace ; and in the whole of the
work and reward they will rejoice,and sing, grace, grace,
unto it. “Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but to thy
name be the praise. To him that loved us, and gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniqui-
tv, cud purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous
of grod yorks.” Such is the nature of the sentiments
of the r med, and such shall be the strain of their
praise, and the essence of their felicity. While angels
deciare him “Ol'tuy who made them, the redeemed from
among ruen shall declare bim supreme!v worthy, wi
saved them, to receive all glory, and honor, and mxgnt
aind domnnon. forever.

A few inferences and exhortations from the whole,
shall now close the subject.

See, dear christian brethren, what a doleful condition
all are naturally in. No salvation is seen in all the ook
of nature. “Nolight is here,but rather darkness visible.”
How God is to be just, and justify sinners, no oue of na-

ture’s pupils can tell. How falien man may come be-
fore the Most High God, no pagan priest, nor gentile seer
can show. They all sav. “such wisdom is not in 1 w

How carnest should we he at the throne of grace, for ihe
spread and prevalence of the gospel, which brings to
light the mystery which was hid from ages. ¢ There is
no othier nrame under heaven giver among men where-
by we must be saved, but the name of Jesus.” O, may
this name be found to be a strong tower 3 and may it be
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in God’s good time and way, declared for salvation to
the ends oi the earth.  Where no vision 1s, Ah me ! the
people perish.  Pray, then, for the success oi nuissionary
Jabors, so far as conducted upon evangelicas plmuples.
How shall the poor heatiien call on him, in whom they
have not believed 7 and how siizil thcv believe in him, of
whom they have not heard > and iiow shall they hear,
withouta pu,dcher Thevarenotinnocent, itis true; for
when by the visible things of creation, they had z2n oppor-—
tunity of learning some of the inv 1snble attributes, eicinal
power, and Ged-head of Jehovah, they worshipped him
not as God, but became vain in their imaginations, and

their foolish hearts were darkened. ¢ The gentiles, who
hd\e not the law, do bv nature the things contained in
the law, which shew the works of the law written in
their hearts, their conscience accusing, or else excu-
sing one another;” so that even upon the privileges they
have enjoyed, they may be judged, in the day when
‘God shall judge the secrets of men’s hearts. Rom. ii,

12-16. They are without excuse ; still they shall not -

be condemncd for rejecting the gospeL T reater
condemnation shall be ours, if we neglect thi t sal-
vation. _

We have it not at our option how we are to be
judged. If we never read the word—never give seri-
ous attention to its purport and spirit; still we must
be judged with those who have not only Moses and the
prophets, but also Christ and the apostles What
melandmh prospect does it present to the reilec ting
mind, to sec so many having all these privileges, and
yet by their neg‘eumg the duties of morality, and ordi-
nances of piety, evidently shew thev are unwilling to
ceme to Christ that they might have life.  How, think
vou, must It grieve miniziers ')'utxc‘u:m!v, to sce such
demonstrations of aggravated Cume, occasioned by
their work and labor of love, even by the exercisc of thc
benevolent and divinely apuointed functions of their
oifice. Ah me! how oltcn does the thought, that ma-
ny to whom we preach shall have 1t te their greater
comlummtion, that light has come inito the world,
picree our heats!  If in any thing a man may )wkl to
grief and tears, it is inthis, The complaint is ancient,
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and has often been repeated ; ¢ Who hath believed our
report,” and this too when the nation Liavebeen running
after false prophets. Many shall follow their perni-
cious ways, and if it were possible they would deceive
the very elect.

Surely, were it not for the revelation of the arm of
the Lord, making his chosen willing in the day of Lis
power, there would be none saved. There is, however,
to the@praise of his name, a remnant according to clec
tion. To all whom he calls he proposes an evident
dutv, viz. to come to Christ for life; and declares a
certain truth, that all who come shall he saved. Sull
ii isevident, that not only the ministraticn of inspired
men, sack as Paul, Apollos and Cephas, will be inefa-
cacious; but even ‘the external ministration of Christ
himself. “ No man can come unto me, except the Fa-
ther which.hatb ‘sent me draw bim. Many are called
but féw are chosen. Strive to enter in at the strait gate.
- The election has obtained it. Let us strive to make
our and election sure. He takes away tiie
stony —he puts a right spirit within us; and vet
for all things he will be enquired of, Ly the house
of Israzel and Judah, that he may do it for them.” So
long then as we are sojourners, favored with ordinan-
ces, andsggt have not been willing to come to Christ. our
case is, truly critical ; yet it is not desperate.  While
%gg is lifc there is hope. Let such wait upon the

gdinances of divine institution, expecting and solicit-
ing 2 divine blessing; praying that inward power may
accompany the outward administration of the gospel,
so as to make the foolishness of preaching the wisdom
and power of God to salvation.

I know the heart of man will find many objections
against such exhortations; butso far from weakening,
they rather corrohorate our discussion, confirm and
prove the mournful fact, that men are not wi'ling to
coine to Christ, that they might have life. What! do
nothing—try nothing, because we cannot de all! Shail
the force of his authority, the comfortable expectation
of his assistance, not influence us to wait on means, un-
less this waiting shall be allowed w0 go to our credit
“and honor, as the cause of our salvaticn? This shews
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what we are, but it will not do for an excuse. So long
as we go about to establish, in any way, our own right-
eousness, we will not submit to the righteousness of
Christ. How can we believe, if we receive honor one
of another! Unless we are persuaded that it will be
just in God to condemmn us, and that we are entirely self-
destroved—have nothing that we can plead—nothing
that we can do—we wiii not come to Christ fo, Jife : of
this however no reasoning of men can e the
sinner. Qur gospel is hid tc him. ¢ The god of this
world hath blinded tieir eves, that they should not
come to the kuowicdge of the truth.” It is only the
Spirit of truth that can bring down the hlghaﬂlo‘ﬁghts.
When he does so, it is that we might bave-life ; not
that we should subinit, and be as wiliing to be damned
as saved, as wiliing to curse and, bigsphe as to
p.dls(‘ (10d° as wi un;: to be se ara .,.ﬁ‘& 1o he
near God in Christ, in whom is life. I\o, he takes
of the things tliat are Chrlst’s, and shaws them
to us, so as to make us wrestle and stri n faith
and vrayer for them. Have any of us th jeen so
sundued and made not oniy wiiling, but also importu-
nate and resolute # What cause of rq]o:ung i our la-
bor shall not be 1n vain in the Lord ! What ! is it so,
that he not only provides for usa salvation;#ad fenders
it to us, i the most affectionate mauner, but%does he
also make us willing, by the mward \wonl\mg ofhls
and Xpirit, to come and accept ? Yes ! wonderful maf‘e"
So far as any of us have experienced this, let us mani-
fest that we are free men in Christ Jesus, created to
good works, which shall be to the coufirnmation of our
freedom, aud habits of sanctification, and redound a'to-
gether to the praise of his a‘migity saving grace. l.et
us try, not only to be always ready to give an intelligent
answer, to such as ask a reason of our hope ; but let
our uniforn, cheerful and growing diligence in the du-
ties of morality and niety, witness to the moral tenden-
cv, and sanctifying efficacy of the system and form of
sound words, which we profess and maintain.

There are some who ahuse the doctrines of grace,
saying, let us do evil that good may come. Let such re-
member, that their damnation is just, whatever they.
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may think or argue t.the contrary. We may deceive
and baflle oursclves; bupwe cannot convict God of any
" inconsistency in the plafi of salvation. Whatever he

has said is firin truth—whatever he commands is holy, -

and just, and good. He taketh the wise in their own
craftiness ; out of their own mouths will he judge them,
who boast "of their powers, and yet will not use them.
tgxer the presumptively wicked may here blas-
igly atter, as if they could defy God, ever y mouth
LI stopped, at the terrible judgment ; and especially
of-those who obey not the gospel, and will not come to
Chirist; 4yt they ‘might have iife. All pharisaical pride
il #Ediombled ; all pretences to power, and good im-
vearout-of common grace will be relinquished. No
flesh-sia¥ then glory in his presence. LEvery one who
slifinhe i { clerig ye-#ill be forward to say, By the
4 S @hat ] am. Not I but grace in me.
dearn, that they have come to
‘hsve life. How incousistent
p LD hvmg, willing, or acting without
S W e are weak in ourselves, then are we
atrbng N When we are dying daily to all selfish
1opes, and human dependence, then:are we living to
hrist. As the branch cammot bear fruit of itseif, ex-
il lisa: ;%,th&xme DO more can we, except we
-“As it is altogether of his grace that we
Fist, so it must be by the same grace, that
‘@nhue, ana bring forth fruits of holiness and
eoumess, whose end shall be life. Without him,
natural sense, we can do nothing; it is eminently
1 a spiritual sense. He whe is the Author, must
he the Finisher of our faith. Deginning, he must
» carry on the work of faith to salvation. All power
. heaven and in earth is ¢iven to him, that he may ap-
point and send ambassadors to negociate the great bu-
iiness of salvation externally 5 and power 1s given to
‘m-over all flesh, that he may give eternal lile to as
1y as are given him. Such as are ordained to life
elieve and come to him.  His counsel will stand.
Il do ali his pleasure—not one of his shall be
they shall come ud not be rejected ; yea he will
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put'his™ Spirit into them, so that they shall net
While this work then of sovereign, d!'nne, and}e’q-n
love, is going on in the salvationof -ghe elect, by his

gospel let us still the tumult of our mfinds respectmg
his other fearful works with the wicked, ,

—

and prudent and hast revealed them to be w. s AR
Father, so it has seemed good in thy sisad
same time we must reckon them culfable#

willingness to come to Christ for e 2T
the climax of all their other sins, and the
condemnation who hear the gospel, tha
into the world, and they have?
will not come to me, that ye mléﬁt ha 2

Father of light, and life, giyg:
thy will, and believe in, and coms
may have life ; ; and to thy name be
and forever.

ERRATA‘

Page, 3, last line, for truth read Ismd
5, line 14, for distant read distinct. |
6 line 22, for any case, read many cases.
The fo]lowmg errors, in the fourth page, will be fo
only in part of the copies.
line 25, leave out the word Jy.
34, for lure, read lucre.
two last lines, read possessca of a self-determining

power, and cowld act independently of motives.




