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LETTER FROM.DR. MERLE D'DUBIGNE, 10 THR 

he ‘Wetter’ powerfal ap- 
peal to the sympathies of American Christians. 

be'a donation that would relieve the Geneva 

Evangelical Society of ‘its present embarrens- 
Mente. 

November 25th, 1847.’ 
. Dear Sir, and Brother in the Lord—+TPhe 
interest you have so long shown in our Baciety 
encourages us to call. your attention to the fol- 

- You may have..seen,by our Jast-printed cir- 
cular that: our debt, on the 3ist of Décember 
next, will amount to the sum of.96,193- francs, 
(about. $19,240.) meeting of our Com- 
mitiee, which took place last Monday,our Trea- 
surer informed us that the bankers,.considering 
the present troubled state of the country, require 
the payment of a guarantee, or bond of security, 
which had been signed by. the members of our 
Committee; some, of them. have already paid 
the aum for which they had given a note: of 
hand, although more than one was put to great 

_ineanvenience in -order to~keep his ise. 
The preceding arrangement, not having | been 
executed ip a business-like manner, the bankers 
felt some anxiety about the payment, and took 
a step which occasioned the hurried reimburse- 
ment just. mentioned. We have since come to 
an understanding with these gentlemen, who 

agree to give us greater latitude for payment, 
provided. regularly legal papers are drawa up 
respecling the loan. This has been done; and 
the latitude given is, to the winding’ up ‘of the 
accounts at the end of March. We .mention 
these cipcumstances, that the present state of 
our finances may. be more fully understood. 

The debt of our Society this year, exceeds 
by 36 to 40,000 france what it was last year 
at the same period ; if this debt-be not paid off, 
we shall be obliged to suspend our labours, as 
the contributions received, would be applied to - 

_ making good this deficiency, The .deplorable 
state of Switzerland, (civil war having already 
been declared) occasions want of credit and 
general uneasiness ; in the expectation of heavy 
and unprecedented taxes, there is a tendency to 
strict economy, event where works of charity | 
are concerned. 

At our last meeting'a lay member of the 
Committee expressed in a prayer the wish that 
a sign might to be given from God, to know 
whether our Society ought, or ought not to per- 
severe in.iig works—a sign like that granted 
yare Gideon: may we not be allowed to consi- 
er the answer of our friends to the present ap- 

peal, as indicative of our commoa Father’s will 
in this respect? 

Should then our Theological School, the only 
| one in which all the Professors, with one spirit, 

teach the same pure Christian doctrine, threugh ; 
the medium of the French language, cease to 
exist? Should our Colportage Department, 
for the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, the 
first established, and considered as a_ model of 
all others, be suppressed? Should our Evange- 
dization Department, which distributes ‘to so 
many souls the bread of life, and supporis sev- 
eral new churches, almost exclusively composed 
of converted Roman Catholics, suspend its la- 
-bours 1—and Geneva, the city of Calvin, with- 
draw from the scene of Christian activity, in 
working for the kingdom of God? Should all 
these works.cease?’ 

|. The Christians of Geneva maintain by their 
own resources all that part of the work, which 
is accomplished: for Geneva itself ; «moreover, 
they contribute in a Jarger proportion than any 
other auxiliary country, towards the work, 
which is going on out of Geneva. They will, 
mo doubt, continue their labour of love, but 
‘should assistance from abroad be discontinued, 
it will be-requisite to make a considerable re- 
duction, in works undertaken for the spreading 
of the gospel. We “know that the Lord is 
great, and that-our Lord is above all Gods ;” 
(Ps. cxxxv.5) in him we place our firm trust, 
through Christ, our Lord ;—we lessen our ex- 
penses, and look up to him who is alike, ‘“‘pow- 
erful in counsel, and rich in means ;” but we 
look also unto you, dear friends of America, 
knowing that the Lord ofien assists his chil- 
dren, by the iastrumentality of their brethren. 
May he incline your hearts to keep up his work ! 
Your devoted servants and brethren, 

Cuas. Crrmievux DR Bons, 
Merce D’AvBIGNE, 
GAUSSEN, 
De Sr. GeorceE. 

For the Presbyterian. 

BUYING MILK ON THE.SABBATH. 
Mr. Editor—I was gratified to find you, in 

the Presbyterian of the 5th inst. calling the atten- 
tion of your readers to the evil of selling and re- 
ceiviag milk on the Sabbath. This warning is 
highly seasonable, and was never more needed 
than at the present. I[t has long appeared to 
me, that, in relation to this matter, there is a 
singular obliquity in the views of many Chris- 
tians, and a lamentable deficiency of proper 
moral sentiment aad feeling. Much is said, and 
much is doing at the present time, with a view 
of promoting the better observance of the Lord’s 
day; in matters of a more open and flagrant 
kind; and yet, strange enough, it seems to be 
generally overlooked that reformation needs to 
begin.at home. The only exception, Mr. Editor, 
that I felt disposed to take to your article, was 
the-apparent admissian that, for this species of 
Sabbath :desecration,an apology might bealleged. 
To me it appears equally inexcusable as the 
purchase of either bread or ice, there being as 
much necéssity in the one case as in the other. 
Whenh people are solicitous to find a cloak for 
their sin, apologies are always at hand. 

What plea, satisfactory to their own minds, 
considerate Christians can offer in vindication 
of milk-buying on the Sabbath, we are at a loss 
to conceive. To say that it becomes necessary 
from the fact, that milk cannot be preserved in 
its sweet state from Saturday till Monday, is an 
excuse, of which sensible, not to say Christian, 
men and women should be heartily ashamed. 
W ould it be a very remarkable instance of sel(- 
denial, if for the half or the whale of the Sab- 
bath, we were necessitaled to'do without it alto. | 
gether? Are there not hundreds of families, 
some of whom, we doubt not, are truly pious 
and devout, who, from the pressure of circum- 
stances, are without milk other-days than the 
Sabbath? And if it be conceded that it is 
wrong, and:/we are not aware that any will ven- 
ture to affirm that it is among: the duties. requir- | 
ed in the ‘fourth commandn we submit 

whether any necessity, real or supposed, could 
be regarded:as a justification? ‘The: truth is, 
however, ‘that the purchase’ of ‘milk on the Sab- 
bath:has not, even in: this light; the shadow of 
epology. - It has beeh repeatedly ascertained by 
those who have made the experiment, that if 
boiled, it-will retain sweetness under almost 
any’ordinary circumstances till Monday. . It is 

ty tobe feared, that those who follow this | 
pernicious practice, entertain less sense of their 
obligation to. remember the Sabbath day ‘and 

ici 

. 

‘holy, thas they do of the necessity to in- 

citcumstanes already referred to. times: 
| badly’ changed, and in no respect is- this 

keep it 
terfere 

tion paid to the observance of the Sabbath. 
it Be thought strange that so jittle suc- 

Gess. atterids the efforts that are «made with the. 
view of promoting Sabbath ganctification? ‘That 
something has been done is the way of actual 
reformation, as atso, in ptodueing. a correct and 
wholesome public sentiment in relation to this 
subject; may be admitted ; at the same time it is 
unquestionable that little comparatively has as 
yet*been effected, It is unreasonable to expect 
much improvement so long as professed Chris-. 
tians are‘ in ptactice conniving at Sabbath viola- 
tion, -It.is not. unknown to the writer of this 
article, that some who are apparently zealous. 
in the'public movements bearing on the subject 
of the:Sabbath, habitually patronize the traffic 
in-milk.on that’ sacred day, and thus their prac- 
tice in this article, at least, stands against their 
profession. Ji is certainly not difficult to see 
that the influence of such persons is effectually 
neutralized by their example, nay, it indirectly 

‘encourages others who make no profession. of 
regard for this holy day, in pursvits that involve 
a grosser form of desecration. What would we 

the same time indulging in intoxicating drinks ? 
And is the conduct ef those who are seeking 

and yet requiring others to desecrate that day by 
unnecessary secular employment, one whit more 
gonsistent? Often have we been told by those 
to whom professors of religion deny the rest of 
the Lord’s day, that they deeply regretted the 
neeessity of spending the Sabbath in this way, 
but their customers must be accommodated. 
Most earnestly does the writer desire that the 

| Lord’s people would take this matter into seri- 
ous consideration. In his judgment it is a wrong 
of fearful’ magnitude—a wrong to themselves, 
and to those whose services are required; a 
wrong to the Sabbath, and to Him who has de- 
clared himself the Lord of the Sabbath. W. 

— 

" 

For the Presbyterian. 

CLERICUS ON DANCING.—NO. III. 
Mr. Editor—Having illustrated, in my first 

number, the principle for which I contended, in 
my letter to the Synod, on the subject of dan- 
cing, and, in the second, given some of the 
leading arguments in support of that position, I 

My position was, that church courts have no 
‘authority from the Bible to force the conscience 
of the church on this subject. To this various 
objections are offered : Objection Ist. ‘ But are 
there not many things wrong, that are not ex- 
plicitly condemned in the Bible—such as horse- 
racing, &c.?”- Answer: In the simple act of 
horse-running there is no wrong. If the ani- 
mal is made to run to the extent of cruelty, then 
it is wrong, and may properly become a matter 
of discipline, for cruelty is express! y condemned. 
But. what does the objector mean by horse- 
‘racing? Does he use the term as synonymous 
with swindling? ‘Then my reply is, that swind- 
ling is injustice, and injustice is expressly con- 
demned. (Mr. Editor, [ beseech you, do not 
allow your readers to infer from this that Cleri- 
cus is in favour of horse-racing.) Apply this 
reasoning to dancing. What, in this, is wrong? 
Do those who dance get drunk? ‘Then the 
wrong is in getting drunk, not in dancing. Do 
they swear arid fight? Then the wrong is in 
swearing and fighting, not in dancing. The 
grand difficulty here is, that the objector does 
not discriminate; nothing but overt acls can 
be lawfully made a ground of discipline. Ifa 
man is outwardly moral, and professes faith in 
Christ, and in the doctrines of the gospel, and 
waits upon its ordinances agreeably to his cove- 
nant engagements, no church court on earth has 
a right to make the fact of his dancing a ground 
of discipline. They may persuade him to de- 
sist, but inspiration says, ** Hitherto shalt thou 
come, and no further.” All beyond that must 
be left between him and his God. ‘To his 
own master he standeth or falleth.” Besides, 
may he not be a Christian, notwithstanding his 
dancing? If so, God will receive him into hea- 
ven. Will achirch court be more holy than 
God himself? One of the greatest of living 
theologians has suggested to me, on the general 
subject of discipline, that there can be no great- 
er presumption, than to exclude a fellow being 
from the church, whom the most holy God will 
receive into heaven. Yet there are hundreds 
of churches that have raised this issue, and en- 
forced submission by discipline. Mr. Editor, 
in the name of gospel charity, is this right? For 
one, I cannot think so. 

Objection 2d. * But it is promiscuous dancing 
that is, wrong.” Very well; let us see. By 
** promiscuous,” I suppose is- meant, ‘ without 
distinction of sex.” What now? Why, a 
male and female may dance, provided each is 
in a separate apartment, and be tnnocent; but 
should some rogue suddenly open the folding- 
doors while they are thus employed, their dan- 
cing would at once become ‘ promiscuous,” 
and so, sinful. Fanny Elssler might dance 
alone, and be innocent; but should she have a 
partner, she is guilty of ‘* promiscuous dan- 
cing,” and so does wrong. A logician, who 
can walk on the wire which connects the 
premise and the conclusion, without falling off, 
must indeed have a Well-balanced mind. He 
must have attained an expertness in logical 
wire-dancing to which I am a total stranger. 
According to this, the dancing of the daughter 
of Herodias was innocent. Hers was not a 
** promiscuous” dance ; she danced alone. Of 
course, the objector would not adduce her case 
to prove that dancing is wrong; yet, if history 
be true, this mode of dancing has always been 
the most objectionable. It was very common 
among the Jews, and is kept up to this day in 
oriental countries. ‘This was the kind of dan- 
cing most commonly spoken against by the 
early fathers ; a fact which many seem to over- 
look when they quote the fathers as opposed to 
dancing. Dancing-girls, in their days, as in 
the days of the Jews, and as is now done in the 
East, went about to exhibit themselves for mo- 
ney before the crowd—Fanny Elssler is a mo- 
dern specimen. Shall this distinction, then, be 
made? Shall it be deemed orthodoz for a sin- 
le person to dance, and the “ promisesous” 
ance be condemned? Suppose our fashionable 

people were to give up the promiscuous dance ; 
suppose, when they have social parties, they 

adopt the orthodox method, and call out their 
daughters to dance before their guests, as He- 
rod did)the daughter of Herodias, would the 
evils of dancing be much lessened? Not in 
my opinion. My object in this is to show that 
the distinction does’ not materially affect the 
question ; -it affords us no light whatever in de- 
termining the lawfulness, or untawfulness, of 
dancing. 

‘Objection 8d. “ But dancing’ is accompanied 
by certain’ necessary adjuncts which make tt 

.” This is for the objector to show: It 
will not do to assume this ; nor will it do to go 
tothe house of debauchery for a specimen, and | 
then assert that all other cnses' are of the same 

change more evident, than in the deyree of atten- | 

say in regard to the consistency of a- person | 
advocating the doctrine of temperance, and at [ 

reformation in the. observance of the Sabbath, | 

wil now conclude by noticing certain objections, | 

ay 

character. It would .be just as fair to argue, 
that because the amassing of wealth is so ofien 
accompanied by certain adjuncts that are wrong, 
therefore no one has a fight to get rich. 
Bat the assertion of the objector is not true. 
Looks at the Scotch people, for an instance. 
They: have kept up. the custom of dancing from. 
time immemerial. It is at this day a common 
practice by the young people in Scotland, and 
is freely allowed in families that are Presbyte- 
riaos of the'most devout aod rigid stamp; yet 

their case. Many like instances might be cited. 
Take*the case of old Doctor Witherspoon : he, 

ly; but openly justified the practice as com- 
mendable. In this he went further than- the 
wicked Clericus; for Clericus has never thought 
the practice commendable. Why, sir, 1 might 
bring forward names not a few, among the 
most pious and distioguished of modern times, 
that have taken the same yiew of the matter as 
that taken by Locke, Doctor Dick, and Doctor 
Witherspoon. Were these men so obtuse as 
not to see these “necessary adjuncts,” that are 

Do not misunderstand me. My position is 

Bible to make dancing a ground of discipline. 
To/prove this,- it was necessary to. show. that 
the Bible-does not authorize us to pronounce it 
unlawful. Have I not shown this? And was 
not this the drifi of my letter to the Synod? 
Not a single sentiment do I there advance in 
which I advocate dancing; my position was 
entirely a negative one, viz. that church courts 
have no authority for making dancing a ground 
of discipline. True, I took occasion in that 
letter to ridicule certain portions of a-tract pub- 
lished by the American Tract Society. On the 
fly-leaf of that tract it is argued that a sinner is 
a sinner, therefore a sinner has no right to 
dance. I ridiculed this argument by simply 
translating it into common sense English. My 
language imparted to it no ridiculous charac- 
teristics that it did not before. In the 
body of the tract the author asserts, what any 
Sabbath school boy knows to be untrue, that 
there are three passages of Scripture which 

marvellous story in which an “ aged pastor” 
affirms that God instantly damned a young 
lady,.or gave her over to perdition, for making 
up her mind to go toa ball. Not only is this 
story intrinsically ridiculous, but it is blasphe- 
mous. It makes a mere mortal assume, not 
only to speak with confidence of God’s secret 

| dispensations, but to wield the arm of the Al- 
mighty to suit his own caprice. God looks 
daily on the crime of murder and other damna- 

at least no “taged pastor” discovers it; but wher 
a young lady makes up her mind to go toa 
ball, there is an ‘‘ aged pastor” ready, on the 
instant, whosees such enormity in the matter— 
such an excess of guilt over every other crime 
that men commit, that he is willing to aver that 
the Almighty has wrought a miracle to express 
his high displeasure ;—besides, in that story are 
internal evidences of its being fabricated. Is 
this the way, Mr. Editor, to advance the cause 
of Christ? And am [ to be proscribed for ridi- 
culing what is so pre-eminently ridiculous, or 
for pointing out what is so manifestly impious? 

good Pascal; ** What! are the fancies of your 
authors to pass for articles of faith? And 
may not the fantastic and unchristian decisious 
of some of your writers be laughed at, without 
incurring the charge of making a jest of reli- 
gion? * * * There is a wonderful difference 
between laughing at religion, and laughing at 
those who profane it by their extravagant opin- 
ions, There are two things sufficiently obvious 
in the truths of religion—a divine beauty, which 
renders them lovely, and a holy mujesty, which 
makes them venerable; and there are two ob- 
servable peculiarities in errors—an imptety, 
which renders them horrible, and an imperti- 
nence, which makes them ridiculous.” Pascal 
uttered these words in reply to the very charge 
that is made ‘against me, viz. ridiculing sacred 
things. Whether I am correct in quoting this 
language as appropriate in the present case, I 
freely leave to the judgment of the reader. To 
sum all up, what have I done? In my letter to 
the Synod, and in these articles, [ have simply 
unfolded the teachings of the Bible on this sub- 
ject. [ am willing to let the Bible have its 
own say, and leave it there. Learned ecclesi- 
astics, in my judgment, will confer no great 
favour on the Author of the Bible by attempting, 
through their synodical enactments, or other- 
wise, to make that Bible more guarded on these 
points than He has himself made it. My posi- 
tion on this subject is virtually the same as that 
of the General Assembly on slavery; and be- 
cause they aver that slaveholding is not in itself 
sinful, it would be just as fair to put them down 
as advocates of slavery, as to put me down as 
an advocate of dancing. In view of this dis- 
cussion, more than ever do | realize the value 
of the maxim, ** The Bible, the Bible alone is 
the religion of Protestants.” Thanking you, 
Mr. Editor, for your kindness, and your readers 
for their patience, I subscribe myself, yours 
truly, CLERICcus, 

For the Presbyterian. 

FINE ARTS; STATUES, &. 
™ device for corrupting public morals has 

been more specious and successful, than that 
which is exerted through the agency of the Fine 
Arts. Persons who would shrink from an ex- 
hibition of painting, or statuary, or of the living 
form, as grossly indecent, will be easily per- 
suaded to sit and gaze upon the identical objects, 
if called by some Scripture name, or set forth 
under some popular title. They would de- 
nounce a Venus and Adonis, butthink it almost 
an act of devotion to seean Adam and Eve. At 
this very time a company of foreigners are visit- 
ing our cities and towns under the management 
of a speculator who passes himself off under the 
scientific title of ** Doctor,” and his exhibition 
under various classical terms, when the whole 
matter is nothing more nor [ess than such an 
indecent exposure as caused the arrest of the 
degraded performers,by the police of New York. 
Yet day after day some of the most influential 
newspapers ridiculed the prudery of those who 
did not admire such illustrations of a purer 
antiquity. 

So we have a statue, sent out from Italy, un- 

American artist, and the taking name of a 
Greek slave. But what is the reality? One 
of the most disgusting scenes ever witnessed in 
our community.; A company of gentlemen and 

female, the size of life, without the slightest 
drapery beyond a few inches of marble chain, 
mounted-on a revolving pedestal which is turned 
by a boy so as to present every side of the figure 
in succession to the spectators. It is no more the 

The chain is the only thing that would suggest 
the thought of a slave, The countenance and 
attitude have no expression beyond that of beau- 
ty, andthe name is only an qyphemism to 

pointedly conde:mn dancing.” Then comes a 

der the taking advertisement of the work of an - 

ladies sit together, and view ‘the statue of a 

these ‘ necessary adjuncts” donot appear in | 

it is said, not only allowed dancing in hie fami-— 

so plain to those who: now make such an ado | 

that church céurts have no authority from the 

ble crimes without interfering in this way, or | 

My apology I give in the words of the great and | 

statue of a ‘Greek slave than of Venus, or Lais. | 

under date of December 18, 1847: 

_ their venerable pastor, the Rev. Dr. Nott. They 

a deep anxiety to secure the parting blessing of 

istry—a period.covering almost two-thirds of a 

If the secular papers keep silence, or applaud, 
in reference to such violations of propriety, it is 
to be hoped the religious préss will sound the 
warning to Christian families, and make their 
open protest against such 

THE SCHOOL AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 
Miss Lovell, the principatof the American 

mission schoo! at Constantinpple, thus writes, 

_* Since I last,wrote you, we have been able 
to increase our number of pupils to 23. The 
whole number who have been connected with 
the-school is 26,. The scheal has beén estab- 
lished hardly two years, and.was the first for Ar- 
menian females, in the vicinity of Constantino- 
ple. One scholar, we believe,,is with the re- 
deemed above, One left on account of ill heath, 
and one was ‘married two or three weeks since 
to a pious young man, a native helper and col- 
porteur.. She gives good evidence of piety; and 
we trust will prove a blessing, ‘by her example 
and influence, to the females of Broosm where | 
her husband has gone to reside. Inthe course 
of four or five months, I shall be called to part | 
with my two*assisiant teachers. 
‘The first who came to the school, Armaveni, 

you perhaps know by name. She has been a 
great comfort and a great blessing to the school, 
and nothing but the belief that it is the Lord’s 
will that she should go and carry” the same 
blessings to others, reconciles me to the idea of 
parting with her. She will be married in three 
or four weeks toa native brother who was to- 
day licensed to preach the gospel, and who will 
probably soon be ordained over the infant church 
at Trebizond. Thus you see | am losing my 
pupils one afier another; but I trust ‘they are 
going forth to sow the good seed—to be foun- 
tains of sweet waters to this thirsty land. . 

**Of the 23-now in school, seven are quite 
young, and the care of them proportionably 
great. We have frequent and encouraging evi- 
dence of the presence of the blessed Spirit in 
our midst. Two of the older girls have, within 
two or three weeks past, we hope, found the 
Savioir, and two or three others, of whom we 
formerly had some doubts, give daily if@reasing 
evidence of a good work of grace in their hearts. 
We have a good hope that at least half of our 
number are the lambs of the Sawiour’s flock. 

ORAL MINISTRY IN CHINA. 
The Rev. Mr. Pohlman assigns the following 

reasons why oral preaching is the best mode 
of spreading the gospel in China: 

1. The number of intelligent readers, com- 
pared with the whole population, is very small. 

2, The mass of superstitions and traditions 
afloat among the people calls for faithful preach- 
ers of the gospel. 

3. The language of China is addressed more 
to the ear than to the eye. The colloquial dia- 
lects are almost numberless, and every one of 
the 30,000 characters in the Chinese must have 
a sound and signification attached to it in all 
these local dialects. , 

4. The inability of the Chinese to understand 
our books. We are strangers to their modes 
of thought, style of speaking and writing, aod 
the whole idiom of their language. ~ 

5. The social character of the people favours 
this mode of instruction. The.people of all 
classes love to talk, and much of their time is 
spent in social visits and pleasant converse. 

6. The progress of the people in civilization. 
Many of the moral maxims of the Chipese would 
do honour to Christianity. Benevolent exer- 
tions are patronized by the majority of the 
people. 

7. The mental imbecility of the mass of the 
people can be aroused only by verbal exhorta- 
tions. On all spiritual subjects there is a tor- 
pidity of mind which is amazing. The chief 
question is, ‘* What shall we .eat, and what 
shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ?” 

8. Public preaching is not a novel thing in 
China. The greatest men in Chinese history 
have been preachers. Confucius travelled about 
to instruct and civilize the people. | 

9. The desire of many of the people to hear 
foreigners is another loud call for seaghing 
missionaries. 

10. Willingness of many to assemble for 
worship. —There is, perhaps, no other mission- 
ary field where attentive audiences can so easily 
be obtained. 

BIRTH-DAY VISIT T0 DR. NOTT. 
On Monday of last week, the people of Frank- 

lin, Connecticut, to the number of nearly one 
hundred and fifty, made their annual visit to 

have for a number of years celebrated his birth 
day in a similar manner. The Doctor having 
reached the very advanced age of ninety-four 
years on Sunday, the 23d of January, his pa- 
rishioners fixed upon the Monday following for 
their anniversary occasion. | 

The day being propitious, at an early hour 
the old time-honoured mansion was filled with 
happy, warm-hearted friends of every age, from 
the octogenarian to the child of a year, em- 
bracing whole families as well as solitary indi- 
viduals, and including not only those'who were 
upon the stage sixly-six years ago, but the con- 
femporaries also to the sixth generation, all 
commingling in happy groups, each anxious to 
salute and honour their devoted pastor, whose 
birth-day had brought them together, 

Besides being permitted to unite in prayer and 
in singing a hymn, they listened to some excel- 
lent counsel from the venerable minister. 
Though unusually feeble, he desired to address 
them, which he did in a very appropriate and 
feeling magne Indeed, we think we have 
never know hit do better upon any former 
occasion. He observed that it gave him great 
satisfaction to meet them as he then did; that 
when he thought of the past, of the unbounded 
goodness of God in so long perpetuating the re- 
lation between them of pastor and people, while 
every thing around had been subject to change, 
and of the many tokens of regard and evidences . 
of friendship which he had experienced from 
them, he felt almost unable to give utterance to 
his emotions. He told them that his interest in 
their welfare was unabated ; and forcibly urged 
them.so to live that they might finally ail meet 

All seemed to hang upon his lips, and to feel 

the aged patriarch. It was a very general feel- 
ing that the’present was probably the last time 
thev should ever enjoy a like privilege, - 

The very best feelings seemed to prevail in 
the assemblage, and after partaking’with much 
zest of a profusion of good things which had 
been generously sent in, they separated at an 
early hour, having cheered the hearst of their 
pastor, and, as we trust, having been made- 
better themselves by thus mingling together. 
We will only add, that should the Doctor be 

spared tit! the F3th of March next, he will then 
have completed the sixty-sixth year of his min- 

century, and almost one-third of the whole time 

‘house, 

that hae elapsed since the landing of our 
upon Plymouth Rock. Every clergy, fathers 
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man in this state, and as far as we know, in our 
country, who then sustained the 
tion, has to his reward. A nd of all the 
persons of every age who lived within the limits 
of the First Ecclesiastical Society in Pranktin 
sixty-six years ago, but fourteen : remained 
among us on the 23d ult, one of w 

And for all this long period he 
hom has since 

has officiated 
statedly without the aid of a colleague, and has 
been kept from the pulpit but eleven Sabbaths 
through indisposition. We think a like case 
can hardly be found, in which 
amount of ministerial labour has 

so great an 
been perform- 

ed by the same individual for so long a period. 
—Norwich Connecticut Courter. 

THE DOCTRINE 
- ROUSNESS. 
OF CHRIST'S IMPUTED: RIGHT- 

The prevalence of errors on this subject in- 
duces us to be more careful in a 
as one of the distinguishing truths of the 
fession of our Church. In the Westminster 
Assembly’s Larger Catechism the definition 
given of justification, with great c 
the scriptural doctrine of imputed 

learness states 
righteousness: 

“What is justification? Justification is an 
act of God’s free grace unto sinners, in which 
he pardoneth all their sins, accepteth andAc- 
counteth their persons as righteous in his sight, 
not for any thing wrought in them, or. done by 
them, but only for the perfect obedience and full 
satisfaction of Christ, by God imputed to them, 
and received by faith alone.” ° 
Rom. iv. 5-8; 2 Cor. v. 19-21 

Rom. iii. 22-25 ; 
; Tit. iii. 5; 

Eph. i. 7; Rom. v. 17-19; Phil. iii, 9. 
This doctrine is remarkably exemplified in 

the history ofthe conversion of a Quaker, which 
we extract from the Life of Cornelius Cayley, 
a faithful servant of Christ, contemporary with 

the end of last century. The 
| Whitefield, which was first published towards. 

Quakers, our 
‘readers must know, are among those, who, 
while disclaiming any merit for works wrought 
by them, regard works wrought if them to have 
same part in the matter of justification.—Eng- 
lish Presbyterian Messenger. 
NARRATIVE OF A QUAKER’S RELIGIOUS EXPERI- 

ENCE, 

This person (his name was Trundell) had 
been lor a long time esteem 
well by his own society as 

by all people, as 
thers, for a very 

sensible man, and of a particularly upright and 
good conversation of life. To the surprise of 
many persons, he suddenly became a strong 
and warm advocate for the doctri ne of justifica- 
tion by the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ 
to all that believe. 
took pleasure in attending such 

In consequence of this he 
places where 

it was preached; and particularly near his own 
Among others, he attended my minis- 

try there, and prevailed with me frequently to 
visit him and his family; consisti 
wife, and several grown-up children. 

ng of himself, 
One day 

when I was with him, he was speaking with 
great joy of the before-mentioned doctrine, and 
I learned of him by what means such a change 

_ had been effected in his mind. 
casion he gave an account, whic 
relate to the reader as nearly and exacily as I | 
can ‘did to me. : 

Upon this oc- 
h [ shall here 

‘¢ | was (said he) from very early years, con- 
vinced of a light in my conscience, prompting 
me to good, and checking me for evil. 
deavoured to obey this inward 

I en- 
light; and by 

means thereof [ was preserved from immoral 
deeds ; and made to walk soberly and regularly 
in my actions. As I grew up in more advanced 
years, I knew (said he) this light was the law 
of God, which always required o 
me more and more. 

bedience from 
Fora long while, this 

gave me the answer of a good conscience, and 
made me very easy; as | always endeavoured 
to do what it convinced me was 

in doing good, and abstaining from evil. 
my duty, both 

But 
after | had gone on in this manner for seve- 
ral years, | came'to see the law 
and required a perfection of obed 
ly and outwardly too; and that 

was spiritual, 
ience, inward- 
unless [ came 

up to the standard of perfect obedience, I could 
not be justified by it. 
more than ever to reach that mar 

Upon which I laboured 
k; but instead 

of succeeding, I was brought into condemnation; 
for | saw more and more how | fell short, and 
that the more I endeavoured, the more I was 
sensible [ could not bring my heart to answer 
its demand of perfect purity. So that instead 
of attaining peace of conscience, 
law convinced that I was a lost 

I was by this 
sinner, under 

the condemnation and curse of the law, which 
says, ‘Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in 
the law todo them.’ 

the book of 
Now (said he) this brought 

me into very great distress, not knowing how I 
could get relief. After some time spent in this 
sorrow, from an attentive reading in St. Paul’s 
epistle to the Romans, I observed that he spake 
of the righteousness of God, which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 
believe. 
I came to see that it was by the 

all them that 
From this and several other passages, 

imputation of 
the obedience of Jesus Christ that a sinner was 
justified through faith in the same. This (said 
the Quaker) just suited my case, and I was 
made to submit to it; and then I found peace 
with God, through Jesus Christ—and ever since 
my soul rejoices in this blessed truth, and draws 
me to yield obedience to the law with delight. 
Now I see I am justified by the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ imputed to me. When (added 
the Quaker) [ had found this experience, | en- 
deavoured to make our society sensible of the 
same; but without success: for they did then, 
and still do, much disapprove of me; but I can- 
not help that; [ am obliged to abide by what 
I have learned from God, concerning this only 
way of justification by the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ imputed unto all that believe in 
Him.” 

This, reader, is the substance of the Qua- 
ker’s relation; and I think it is 
mony to the gospel, and a most 
firmation of that Scripture, where 
the law is a school-master to lead 

a noble testi- 
excellent con- 
it is said, that 
us unto Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith; and that 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
unto every one that believeth. Here is an ac- 
count drawn from experience, and confirmed | 
by Scripture, that I think must 
one, not wilfully shutting their 

convince any 
eyes, that by 

the deeds of the law no flesh can be justified. 
And on the other hand, that we are justified 
freely by God’s grace, through the redemption 
which is in Jesus Christ. 
Let me further add concerning this Quaker, | 

that his life and conversation after this adorned 
the gospel—pious, honest, and 
he did not lay such a stress as 

sober. Only 
he did before 

‘upon -little trifles; also became christianly 
cheerful and easy in his conversation; quite 
free from the sour leaven of the Pharisee, the 

though he still continued to use 
drees and speech, and remained 

preached salvation by the blood 
ness of Jesus Christ. 

I have been the more particula 

constant attendant of self-righteousness. . And 
the Quaker’s 

in the society, 
yet he kept up a free intimacy with all that 
loved Christ, and opened his doors to all who 

and righteous- 

rin giving this 

| when presiding over a class or conference. It 
+ was their in 

‘not to be alarmed even if they should see the 

* - 

wa 

history, as | think it may: be (through God's 
blessing) of very great benéfit to ail setious | 
minds, of every denomination.. And | earnest> 
ly entreat the Quakers in particular, to, consi; 
der very seriously of this remarkable account; 
and accept it as well deserving their deep atten- 
tion ; and as illustrating the true naturé of the | 

of Jesus Christ, in the greatest plainness | 

As long as I continued at Norwich, which 
was till the year 1761, 1 always kept up my in- 
timacy with this Quaker, whose -sober, godly, 
and righteous life and conversation, nut only 
endeared him to me, but toall his acquaintance, 
And I do not doubt but that if he is yet living, | 
he still! yoes on to believe with the heart unto 
righteousness, and with his mouth to make con- 
fession .thereof unto. salvation,, That all my 
readers, aswell as myself, may be of the hap- 
py number who do so likewise, is the earnest 
and sincere prayer of my heart. -Amen.—Life 
of Cayley, Tth-ed. p.149,* 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD AND JOHN. WESLEY. 
Few characters could be more completely the 

converse, and ip the Church's exigencies more 
happily the supplement of one another, than were 
those of George Whitefield and John Wesley; | 
and had their views been identical, and their la- 
bours all along coincident, their large services 
to the gospel might have repeated Paul and 
Barnabas. Whitefield was soul and Wesley 
was system. Whitefield was a summer cloud, 
which burst at morning or noon in fragrant ex- 
halation over an ample tract, and took the rest 
of the day to gather again. Wesley was the 
polished conduit in the midst of the garden 
through which the water glided in pearly bright- 
ness and perennial music, the same vivid stream 
from day to day. 

After a preaching paroxysm, Whitefield lay 
panting on his couch, spent, breathless, and 
death-like; after his morning sermon in the 
Foundry, Wesley would mount his pony, and 
trot and chat and gather simples, till he reached 
some country hamlet, where he would bait his 
charger and talk through the little sermon with 
the villagers, and remount his pony and trot 
away again. In his ewrial poise, Whitefield’s 
eagle eye drank lustre from the source of life, 
and loved to look down oa men in assembled 
myriads; Wesley’s fallen glance did not sweep 
so far, but it searched more keenly and mark- 
ed more minutely where it pierced. A master 
of assemblies, Whitefield was no match for the 
isolated man ;—seldom coping with the multi- 
tude, but strong in astute sagacity and personal 
ascendency, Wesley could conquet any number, 
one by one. Whitefield was the powder blast 
in the quarry, and by one explosive sermon, 
would shake a district, and detach materials for 
other men’s long work; deft, neat, and pains- 
taking, Wesley loved to split and trim each 
fragment into uniform plinths and _ polished 
stones. Or tuken otherwise, Whitefield was the 
bargeman or wagoner, who brought the timber 
of the house, and Wesley was the architect who 
set it up. Whitefield had no patience for eccle- 
siastical polity, no aptitude for pastoral detzils ; 
with a beaver-like propensity for building, Wes- 
ley was always constructing societies, and with 
a king-like craft of ruling, was most at home 

icity that they did not always 
work together ; it was the happiness of the age, 
and the furtherance of the gospel that they lived 
alongside of one another.— North British Re- 
view, 

SWISS POPERY AND SUPERST{TION.—THE LATE 
| WAR. 

As the great powers have resolved to take 
into their consideration the circumstances of the 
civil war, now happily at an end in this coun- 
try,a few incidents connected with it, which 
have come under my knowledge, may perhaps 
be interesting to you, as serving to illustrate its 
real character, and the moral influenges under 
which those who fought on the side of the Son- 
derbund were induced to act. I[ have already 
informed you, in a former letter, that the priests 
of Lucerne had been actively engaged in de- 
nouncing from the pulpit the Federal cause, and 
assuring their ignorant and misguided hearers 
that they had nothing to fear, as the Holy Virgin 
had declared that she would defend the city and 
paralyse the exertions ofits besiegers. This is 
strictly true ; and the announcement was accept- 
ed to the letter by the people, to a much larger 
extent than you would believe possible in an en- 
lightened age like the present. Yet the priests 
themselves who were foremost in deceiving the 
people, were the first to acknowledge their mis- 
take themselves when the time of proof arrived. 
The worthy cure ofthe little village of Eliken, 
midway between Roth and Lucerne, on the Sun- 
day previous to the siege, told his congregation 

enemy advancing to their village, for that on 
arriving there, Heaven would pour down its 
wrath upon them and destroy them. Singular 
to relate, however, when three days afterwards 
the Federal troops were actually on their march 
through Eliken to take possession of Lucerne, 
the worthy curé came out to meet them, be@ring, 
not denunciations of divine vengeance, but a 
propitiatory oblation in the shape of fifiy bottles 
of champagne, which were cheerfully accepted. 
I heard of one man, who, in the fervour of his 
credulity, declared, in the presence of the gen- 
tleman who informed me, that he so fully be- 
lieved in the announcement of the Virgin’s 
promised interposition, that if she should fail in 
her promise he would never believe in any 
thing again. | 

More—I have seen some curious little brass 
amulets, with the effigy of the Virgin on.one | 
side, and the Cross on the other, which were sold 
in great numbers to the people as charms 
against all possible injuries in battle. Those 
sold at seven and ten batzen (about 10d. and 
16d. of our money)were efficacious against 
musket and carbine balls; those at twenty bat- 
zen (about half-a-crown) were proof against 
cannon shot also! The purchasers of these 
medals were also presented with a card, of 
which the following is a verbatim transcript, 
capitals, italics, and all : 

O MARIE 
CONCUE SANS PECHE. 

PRIEZ POUR NOUS QUI AVONS RECOURS A vous! 

Quiconque, portant une medaille miraculeuse, 
recite avec piete cette invocation, se trouve place 
sous la protection speciale de fa Mere de Dieu ; 
c’est une promesse de Marie Elle Meme. 

Which, being interpreted—if indeed I may be 
excused for profaning the honest English tongue 
with blasphem y—is— 

‘*O Mary! conceived without sin—pray for 
us who: have recourse to you. Any one carry: 
ing a miraculous medal, who recites with piety 
the above invocation, becomes placed under the 
especial protection of the Mother of God, This 
is a promise made by Mary herself.” | 
The éase of one victim: of misplaced confi- 

dence (and I doubt not there were many similar) 
has been related to mé on good authority. One 
of the landsturm was pursued, and challenged 
to surrender; he refused, took to flight, and- was 
wounded successively by four shots, when he 
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 TERMS—-THREE DOLLARS PER YEAR~OR*” 
IN ADVANCE—TWO-DOLLARS AND FEFPY-OENTS. 

_ Upon a like pringiple—or want of iple 
the landaturm aad soldier eee 
their arms to the churches to be bleseed ; for 
which Tees of five or ten “france werk Charged: 

manner, and were thes red sure of hilting. 
— Correspondent of the London Times ot B 

[ From the Memeir of Sie Jahléel Brenton)’ 
In the first place hid condhict Was to 

and so accordant with ‘his’ sacred functions, 

same guarded and decorous mannera;were. pre-- 
served by them whilst he was in the ward-room, 
as thongh a lady had been present; and thet Alore 
was great point where mony and 
high-spirited men were collected together, in. all 
the thoughtlessness and buoyaney of early vias 
while at the same time he never assumed.authori- 
ty or discouraged innocent’ mirth ;*and’ én fhe 
confrary, was upon the-kiadex and moat inti- 
mate terms with all... “His 
most carefully and religiously performed. 

_ He was most successfal also in preventing 
the infliction of punishment, as well as'in 'pre- 
venting the crimes which called it, » No 
sooner was a man put into the master at Arms’ 
list as a culprit, than Mr. Holiday was in com- 
munication, with him, got his character, his mo- 

' tives, and the circumstances which had led hitn 
to commit the fault, It thus ofen.happened 

abled him to recommend the culprit to mercy, 
and to induce: the captain to 
such recommendation coming from such a quat- 
ter; when otherwise he could -not. have done it 

who had made the complaint, and doing injury 
to the discipline of the ship. om 

This account of Mr, Holiday is from the me. 
morandum of Sir J. Brenton. was sue- 
ceeded,” says the editor of the memoir, “ by a 

were -man of different character. 
advice was tendered, but nothing prod any 
effect; the Chaplain, contented with the formal 
discharge of his Sunday’s duties, took no inter- 
estin the moral condition of the men, and as he 
knew nothing about their state, was never able 
to advocate their. cause, or effectually. to: be- 
friend them. On his leaving the ship, Captain 
Brenton entered into a long and faithful exposi- 
tion of the. deficiencies in hie conduct; and 
stated his conviction that three-feurthe of the 
punishments inflicted during the term of his 
chaplainship might have been avoided, had Mr. 
Holiday’s paternal practice been maintained,” 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN INHERENT AND 
IMPUTED RIGHTROUSNESS. 

1. Inherent righteousness sanctifies, imputed 
righteousness justifies. 

‘before men, imputed righteousness makes us 
shine before God. 

ted appeases him. 
4. Inherent righteousness discharges from 

hypocrisy, imputed righteousness from guilt. 
5. Inherent rightequsness makes us pray, 
ge righteousness makes our prayers pre- 
vail. 

6. Inherent righteousness is our sincerity, 
imputed righteousness our perfection, 

7. Inherent righteousness respects the law, 
imputed righteousness answers it. , 

8. Inherent righteousness is the evidence of 
our salvation, imputed righteousness the founda- 
tion of it. 
9. Inherent righteousness js our joy, im- 
puted righteousness our glory, 

10. Inherent righteousness is to“ be loved, 
imputed righteousness to be trusted, 

11. Inherent righteousness is imperfect, im- 
puted righteousness perfect. 

12. Inherent righteousness is our qualification 
for heaven, imputed righteousness our title to it. 

13. Inherent righteousness is what the Holy 
Spirit works within us; imputed righteousness 

EARLY RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS, 

Dr. Chalmers, in his Scripture Readings, 
makes the following striking remarks: 

I wish pagticularly to record the effect of old 
associations with earlier Bible narratives, | feel 
quite sure that the use of the Sacred Diglogues 
as a school-book, and the pictures of Scripture 
scenes which interested my boyhood, still cleave 
to me and impart a peculiar tinge and charm to 
the same representations when brought within 
my notice. Perhaps, when I am mouldering 
in my coffin, the eye of my grandson may light 
upon this page, and it is possible that his recal- 
lection may accord with my present anticipas 
tions of the effect that his delight in the pictorial 
Bible may have in endearing still more to him 

effect on his conscience in whatever way it may 
affect his imagination; and let him se profit.by 
its sacred lessons of faith and piety, that after a 
life of Christian usefulness on earth we may 
meet in heaven, and rejoice for ever im the pre. 
sencg.of ourcommon Father, _ . 

It is related of Lord Loughborough, a Scotch 
nobleman in the time of George iff, that. to 
eradicate his accent he studied under a master. 

Scoticisms, his vernacular tongue; and his ac- 
cent all returned. 

Alexander the Great, in. early lifey was dis- 
tinguished for the. rudenese and coarseness of 
his manners, 
totle, he was enabled to overcome these ; but fo- 
wards the close of his life they retarned again 
with all the original force. 

I have read of a devoted Christian, who was 
laid upon a bed of sickness. In moments of 
delirium he shocked and astounded his friends 
by the profaneness of his language. Upon his 
recovery, he explained the mystery by assuring 
his friends that such was his practice in very early 
life. He long ago had abandoned the practice, 
yet, so imperishable are impressions madé upon 
the fresh and unoccupied minds of youth, that 
the stains of his youthful erimes were gtill opon 
his spirit. 

_ The name of Voltaire will live while genius 
is respected and vice abhorred. His hatred of 
the divine Redeemer was equalled only by his 
wickedness. He placed. upon his seal the mot- 

-to, “ Crash the wretch.” It was hie boast, that 
it took twelve men to write up the Christian re- 
ligion, and he would prove that one could write 
itdown. It is not-as generally knows at ‘how 
early an age the seeds were sown that ripened 
into such a pernicious harvest. At the age of 
five years, he committed to memory an infidel 
poem ; its influence upon him was never lost. It 
led him to employ splendid talents ia warring 
with the best good of his race, and to"waste ‘the 

energies of a brilliant mind in reviling’the trath 
of Ged. It earned for hitm a life af: ja 
death without hope, an efernity of despair. 

sank under his wounds, being:captured; 
he dechured that having 9 medal, had he thought 
it possible the balléts sould’ have 

would have ‘at ‘once, 

his intercourse with. his, mesamates, thatthe 

public duties. were. 

that. he found out such favourable pointe as en- 

without wounding the feelings -of the officer . 

2. Inherent righteousness ‘makes us shine’ 

3. Inherent righteousness pleases God, impu- 

is what the Lord Jesus has wrought out for us. - 

the holy word of God. May it tell with saving © 

[Je conquered his defect ; but in his old age, his 

By the skill of his tutor, Aris-_ 
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happy: to bean 

i, 

seriously apprehended by some 

appeared peculiarly sensitive to the charge of 
very account it was 

important by a coniparatively few, that 
@ distinctive Presbyterianism should be avowed 

_ emecsure of safety to theChurch. . We were 

| those who contended for the 
“Aimést indispensable to the success 

of the enterprise. It was adopted, and has 

been continued to this day; and it is peculiarly 
grateful. to: see that, although once standing 

with this honestly inscribed banner, we 
mre-now-eutrounded by the Presbyterian Advo- 
‘eate,'the Presbyterian’ Herald, the Presbyterian 

‘of ‘the ‘West, the Southern. Presbyterian, the 

‘New Orleans Presbyterian, the Southern Pres- 
ibpterian: Review, and the Presbyterian Trea- 
(gary. We hope yet to see two or three more of 
‘our Yamnily periodicals: inscribing the family 

have received three 

 Moliars from W, W. W. for the Evangelical 
_‘Chureh-at Lyons, in France. We hope others 
‘will add to this sum that we may be able to 
make remittance. 

We have received fifteen dollars from Mr. 

Joshua Elder, through Dr. De Witt, of Harris. 
‘Derg; Pennsylvania, which have been paid over 

‘according to order, and will be acknowledged 
‘by the Boards in the usual way. 

— 

or Battrmmore.—It has been 

‘suggested to us, that we have never published 
the result of the discussion in this influential 
‘Presbytery, on the subject of the Assembly’s 

‘Overture, relative to the demission of the minis- 

terial Office. If so, it is not yet too late to state, 
that the Presbytery, by a vote, we think, of two 

to one, decided against the proposed alteration 
‘in the 

Revtvat ar Buruncron, New Jer- 
eex,—We have received from a friend the fol- 
‘lowing letter, dated Burlington, New Jersey, 

Feb. 14, 1848: 
My Dear Brother—Some of your readers, 

‘who love the Lord Jesus, and the growth of His 
kingdom; may be interested in hearing that the 
remarkable revival which our town has wit- 
(messed during the past month, still continues. 
So powerful a work of grace has not been 

the trovblous times of the 

of the Church, 
‘the name it was proposed to affix to it, 

would prove a formidable obstacle to its success. 

A¢wag.at a period when Presbyterians especially, 

‘from death unto life. 
al very remarkable triumphs of grace. 

ment, com 

. known in Burlington for a quarter of a century; 
“Ido not know the number of hopeful converts 

“very large. 
In our own little church, there is no apparent 

_in the Baptist and Methodist.churches, but it is 

- diminution of interest. After nearly four weeks 
‘of uninterrupted ‘meetings, there is as intense 
an eagerness for the means of grace as at first. 
And why should a revival ever stop, if there are 
wréstling souls still left to plead for the bless- 
‘ing? The number of inquirers among our con- 
‘gregation has been over fifty, of whom about 
thirty are cherishing a hope of having passed 

Among these are sever- 

On Thursday evening, our delightful anni- 
.versary of the Sabbath school was held—and 
the hodSe was crowded by an audience in which | 
every denomination of our city was represented. 
‘The Rev. Mr. Hamner was with us, to the great 

‘ delight-of the children; and his labours of love 
must be productive of a blessing. Withina lit- 

:tle more than a year, this school has grown 
from twenty-five to one hundred and fifty. 

' How strangely some of our pastors neglect 
their. Sabbath schools! Have they forgotten 
that the surest road to the affections of the pa- 

‘ rents lies through the hearts of their children? 
~The man who would build up his church must 
aim at the young. But let me not weary you. 

‘LT trouble you with this note, simply as a word 
of encouragement to your readers, and a word 
of exhortation to them to besiege the throne of 

»gtace for a general outpouring of the pirit. In 

Nores on Tae Gosrets.—It may be seen, by 

an advertisement of Mr. Carter, of New York, 

that he has in press and will soon publish, Notes 

on the Gospels, by the Rev. Melancthon W. 

_Jacobus, of Brooklyn, New York. 

seen a-small portion of the proof sheets of the 

fortheoming work, and this, added to our know. 

‘ledge of the qualifications of the author, enables 
us to say that we have no doubt that it will be 

executed in an able and scholar-like way, and 

withal have on it the impress of a true ortho- 

-doxy. Such a work is much needed in the 
Bible classes and Sabbath schools of our 

. Church; as well as for family use, and we sug- 
geat. the propriety of religious teachers procur- 
Ing and examining it, as soon as published, and, 

if found worthy, as we have no doubt it will be, 

. of introducing it immediatel y to their classes. 

— 

SHywns ror Yourn.—Our readers have 

already been apprized that the Presbyterian 

-’ Board of Publication has prepared a volume 

of hymns for the use of Sabbath and Paro. 

chial schools. Although bot just offered for sale, 
| it begitis to attract attention, and orders for it 

are now coming in. The superintendents of 

Presbyterian Sabbath schools should examine 

jt, and, if found worthy, introduce it into their 

schools. The following opinion of it is ex- 

pressed by the editors of the Presbyterian of the 
West, published in Cincinnati, Ohio: : 

 This.collection comprises four hundred and 
twenty-three hymns, classified under twenty- 
five heads—one-third of the whole relating very 
appropriately to Christian experience and youth- 
ful piety. There are also suitable doxoloyies, 
and, in a supplement, a few pieces of very im- 
pressive’ poetry, ‘ not intended for use in social 

ip, but rather for being committed to me- 
-mory,’ have with 
care, and-segerd them ae well adapted to the 
use for which they have been issued. The 

sinaplicity, Ahe and -the scriptural 
of t Fons—many of them new to 

ne+~and the general propriety of their arrange- 

mend the book ee, superior 

- to-any-similar collection with which we are ac- 

>iaeed, ‘They have already been adopted in 

the Presbyterian Female Semicary this city. 

We have 

and while the reader will admit that he has 
given the best aspect to the subject, of which it 
admits, he cam scarcely fail to see, that so far 

as the argument is founded on‘the presumed in- 
‘mocency of dancing, it is inconclusive. We 
have no objection to the zeal he displays in 

ing the tendency to excessive legislation 
in the Church, since we are aware of the mis- 
chievous extent to which it may be urged. 
There is no need of special enactments to meet 

every case ; Christ’s laws, plainly revealed, are 

the laws of the Church; and the discipline of 

the Church, when entrusted to prudent and 
faithful men, may. be properly administered 
in accordance with the obvious spirit of these 

laws, | 
For example, avarice and penuriousness are 

great sins, and when the cases are fully and 

clearly made out, they may properly be re- 
garded as disciplinable offences ; still it would 
not be expedient to make a positive special en- 
actment, debarring the avaricious and parsimo- 

hious from Church communion. Each case 

should be judged on its own merits, and in view 

of all the circumstances. So we may say of 

dancing. The Church, in its superior judica- 

tories, may properly warn and exhort, and then 

leave it to the sessions to judge, under the re- 

view and control of the higher courts, of par- 

licular cases affecting the moral conduct of 

their own members. If Clericus had simply 

argued this question, we should have defended 

his right to the largest liberty of discussion. 
In aiming at this point, however, he has in- 

volved himself in another of high moral import, 

and not of mere ecclesiastical expediency. His 

proposition is this: Dancing is not expressly 

forbidden in the Scripture ; hence it 1s ennocent, 

and consequently it is unlawful for ecclesiastical 

courts to make itan offence implying expulsion. 

Respecting the middle term, we entirely differ 

from him. An act may be sinful, and yet, in 

so many words, it may not be forbidden in the 

word of God. Its criminalty may depend on 

its infringement of some general principle. We 

might find it dificult to find an express law 

against a man’s publishing an obscene book, 

and yet no one needs be told that such an 

act would be in opposition to the whole spi- 

rit of the gospel. So dancing may, and as we 

believe, does, violate Christian consistency, and 

ultimately prove as injurious to the soul, as any 
of the grosser vices. Clericus, as we think, 

fails utterly in his attempt to show that the 

morality of the act is to be judged independent- 
ly of its usual and necessary concomitants. 

Thus he takes our own example of horse-racing, 

and would seem to regard its necessary atten- 

dants—cruelty to the dumb animals, the ne- 

glect of their proper business by the people as- 

sembled, the drinking, swearing, and betting— 

as no part of the thing itself. Horse-racing 

comes under no special scriptural prohibition, 

yet as it cannot be practised, without these 
vicious circumstances accompanying it, who 

will doubt that it is a sin of heinous char- 

acter ? 

We are not, as he alleges, confounding things 

essentially distinct, when we view things as 

they actually are. We cannot separate either 
horse-racing, or dancing from their usual ac- 

companiments, without taking a very partial 

view of their true character. We condemn 

dancing from beginning to end, because the be- 

ginning is almost inseparably connected with 

the end. The several parts of the chain are 

interlinked. For instance, a youth is taught 

the art of dancing for the alleged reason, that 

it imparts ease and gracefulness of manners ; 

once initiated, he must attend cotillion parties 

to perfect himself in the various figures; in 

this way he is thrown beyond the reach of the 

parental eye to form gay and thoughtless asso- 

ciations, and learn to keep late hours; then 

balls must be attended, social order must be 

violated, habits of indifference to serious godli- 

ness must be formed, and by the familiar, and 

we need scarcely say, indelicate intermingling 

of the sexes, improper thoughts must be awak- 

ened. Without saying a word on the subject 

of the exposure of health, which is very often 

a consequence of the practice, we look solely 

to the moral influences; and we have had 

abundant opportunities for judging, when we 

say, that we have seen nothing but the most 

perilous evils resulting from the practice. 

Look at the families of those professors of re- 

ligion who have thus trained their children. 
Where do you find them? Onthe side of God? 

or on the side of the world? Are they in a 

hopeful way of being converted to God? Have 
not their spiritual interests been lost sight of by 

their misjudging parents, and can these parents, 
while they are encouraging their children in a 

course which must necessarily produce dislike 

to the strict rules of the gospel, sincerely and 

fervently pray for their conversion? We are 

persuaded they cannot. Such parents may pos- 

sibly expostulate with their children not to car- 
ry their, amusements to excess; but how can 

they reply when the child shall ask, “« Why did 

you let me learn to dance, if I am not to en- 
joy it?” 

Dancing is the favourite amusement of a 

world that lieth in sin, and this should be suf- 

ficient reason for the Christian to keep aloof from 

it. It never, under any circumstances, can sub- 

_serve spiritual edification, and no warm-hearted 

Christian will ever imagine that he can promote 
his own or his children’s salvation by introdu- 
cing it into his family. It is no inconsiderable 

argument against the practice, that it is most 
warmly defended when there is a decline of re- 

ligion in the Church; and it is most effectually 

checked when religion is revived. ! 

Nominal Christians, who wish to introduce 

their children into fashionable society, will, no 
doubt, adopt this method, but those who desire 

to introduce them into the kingdom of God, will 

carefully’ eschew it. We have seen whole 
families lost to the Presbyterian Church, if not 
lost in a more emphatic sense, by this first mis- 
step in family government ; and we have learn- 

}_of..last. December.. We would treat Clericus 

. Baboos.* 

- 

with all respect, but truth compels us to say, 

whatever may have been his ultimate aim, his 

articles and pamphlets will be construed into a 

defence.of dancing, and will thus aid those who 

to worldly mindedness. 

Rarxes’ Scnoot.—We direct atten- 

tion to the notice of the Building Committee of 

the Robert Raikes’ Union School, which will be 

found in another column. 

places, afforded of God’s gracious visitation of 
the churches, an event greatly to be desired, it 
will be well for Christians, and especially Chris- 

tian ministers, to remember that a genuine re- 

vival is the work exclusively of the Holy Spirit 
of the Lord, and has many features to distin- 

guish it from mere excitement of the passions 

which may be produced by artificial means. 

clamation and appeals to the passions, is the in- 
strumental agency. This should be done with 

fervour, as it will be, when the preacher has him- 

selfa deep conviction of the great power and ex- 

cellency of truth. If the preacher supposes that 

his eloquence or his ingenious contrivances can 

effect the regeneration of a single soul, he sadly 

mistakes his powers, and whatever impression 

he may produce will be as transient as the 

early dew. He alone that made man can effect- 
ually regenerate him, and he that has himself 

been renewed will not deny the necessity of a 

divine power to accomplish so marvellous a 

change. The true attitude for those engaged 

in a revival is that of deep humility, and un- 

feigned confidence in God. Seif-glorification, 

or glorification of one another is abhorrent to 

God, and the least that is said of the poor, 

feeble, inefficient instruments, the better. Let 

there be more prayer than talk, more humilia- 

tion than boasting. Imprudence and ignor- 

ance should be checked, and kept in abeyance. 

Let the officers of the Church, under a deep 

of the Spirit, and not attempt to go before ; an/ 

while cautious themselves, not to give a wrong 

touch to the ark, see to it, that others are kept 

in their proper places. Glorious in its effects 

is the work of God; disastrous only are man- 

made excitements., 
— 

Lane Semrnary.—Oan the subject of the 

late decision of the Supreme Court of Ohio, in 

regard to Lane Seminary, the Presbyterian of 

the West remarks: 

_ §% We have not sooner noticed the late deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court of Ohio, in the Lane 
Seminary case, desiring first to understand the 
position in which the matter is left. The Pro- 
fessors, it appears, just when it was supposed 
the case would be tried on t/s merits, and final- 
ly decided, plead the statute of limitation, which 
plea was sustained by the Court. The matter, 
however, we understand, is not yet settled. “An | 
appeal has been taken from the decision of 

will come before the Supreme Court in a few 
months.” 

Dr. Dorr 1n Catcurra.—This excellent 

and learned missionary has been threatened 

with violence by the wealthy natives of Calcut- 

ta, on account of his persevering efforts to pro- 
mote the gospel among the natives. Dr. Duff 

having received various letters warning him of 

his danger, has addressed a Christian and manly 

letter to the native gentlemen of Calcutta, of 

which we can only give the closing paragraph, 

which will present his character in a most 

favourable light before our readers. 
‘* Such are some of the heavenly principles, 

which, in obedience to a divine command, we 
feel ourselves imperatively called on to publish 
and inculcate, fer the temporal and spiritnal im- 
provement of our fellow-creatures. And though 
numbers of the present generation,.in their ig- 
norance and infatuated blindness to their own 
best interests, should rise up to curse and other- 
wise maltreat us, through the appropriate agen- 
cy of hired ruffians—nevertheless, so far from 
being deterred from prosecuting our chosen 
walk of truest benevolence, we shall only be 
impelled the more, by the pity and compassion 
which such suicidal opposition must ever inspire, 
to persevere with augmenting diligence and ener- 
ey in the attempt to confer the greatest of bene- 
fits on those who thus blindly resist us—in the 
full assurance, that, however they may miscon- 

| strue our motives, or vilify our good name, or 
thwart our measures, their more enlightened de- 
scendants shall yet rise to bless us for our labours 
of love, and enshrine our name in perpetual re- 
membrance. But if it were otherwise; if we 
knew for certain that from our fellow-men we 
could expect nothing but hatred and contempt 
during life, and branding infamy attached to 
our names after death, we should still work on, 

| sustained by the testimony of our own con- 
sciencés, and a full sense of the approbation of the 
great God, In this way, we may never expect 
any adequate return for our self-denying labours ; 
it is to heaven we have always looked, in as- 
sured faith, for the eternal recompense of re- 
ward. Come then what may—come favour or 
disfavour, come weal or woe, come life or death 
—it is our resolute purpose, by the blessing of 
God, to persevere. It is our. heart’s desire to 

see the soul of every son and daughter of India 
truly regenerated by the quickening word of the 
living God, accompanied by the efficacy of his 
almighty Spirit; and thus to see India itself at 
length arise from the dust, and, through the in- 
fluence of her regenerated children, become a 
praise and a glory in the wholeearth. And the 
realization of a consummation so glorious, so far 

the vigorous execution of such intolerant and 
violent measures as rumour now so stoutly at- 
tributes to the short-sightedness of the Calcutta 

Truly may the Christian, with refer- 
ence to the projectors of such measures, take up 
the sublimely benevolent prayer of his cruelly 
persecuted and crucified Lord, in behalf of the 
savage murderers, and say, * Father, forgive 
them; forthey know not what they do.” Let 
the Calcutta Baboos, whom rumour represents 
as assembling, on Sundays, in secret conclave 
to brood over dark plots, and hatch schemes of 

violence against their unoffending fellow-citizens, 
remember that the actual execution of such 

schemes would inflict deadly injury on no. one 

but themselves, and irretrievably damage no 

cause but their own; while the cause of those 

whom they now mistakenly regard as adver- 

saries, when they are in reality their best earth- 
ly benefactors, would then receive an accelera- 

* [Baboo is a Hindoo title, answering to our Es. 
quire.— Ed. of the. Pres. | 
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are too ready to seize on every encouragement 

Revivats,—aAs indications are, in various | 

The preaching of the truth, and not mere de- 

sense of their responsibility, watch the leadings 

Judge Johnson, in the Court of Chancery, which | 

from being retarded, can only be hastened by 

irreli-.| ting j which. the united _patron- 
ir aa all the men of tank and we hin India 

| could not 1m In the early ayes of relent- 
less” reculion: by the emissaries of: Pagan 
Rome, it 
of the martyr¢ & me the seed of the Church.” 
And let ithe Caleutta Baboos rest assured, that 
the vital principle involved in this proverb has 
lost nothing of its intrinsic efficacy or subduing 
power, ‘The first drop of missionary blood that 
is violentty shed in the peaceful cause of Indian 
evangelization, will prove a prolific seed in the 
outspreading garden of the Indo-Christian 
Church, And the first actual missionary mar- 
tyrdom that shall be encountered in this hea- 
venly,cause, may do more, under the overruling 
oeedtece of God, to precipitate the inevitable 
dgom of Hinduism, and speed on the chariot of 
gospel triumph, than would the establishment 
of a thousand additional Christian schools, or 
the delivery of ten thousand Christian addresses, 
throughout the towns and villages of this mighty 
empire.” 

—— 

—_—— 

Anoraer Secession.—A letter from Malta 

states that several Roman Catholic priests had 

renounced their allegiance to the Pope, and 

formed the nucleus of a new Church, to be 

called the Italian Church. How prolific of 

sects has the Roman Catholic Church been of 

late! showing, as Mr. Brownson would say, 

mutates mutandis, that it is not the true Church. 

Tue Assemsiy’s CottecTion or Hymns.— 
Our readers will recollect our remarks in reply 
to certain communications which appeared in 

the Watchman and Observer, on the subject of 

the Assembly’s Collection of Bymns, and the 

| opiniog expressed that it was by no means cer- 

tain, that all would be able to regard the excepted 

hymns in the same point of light, with one of 

the writers before alluded to. In confirmation 

of this, we subjoin the opinion expressed on the 

subject, by the intelligent editor of the Presbyte- 
rian Advocate: 

«© We have only to say in addition, that from 
a close inspection of the particular hymns ex- 
cepted to, the numbers of which are given be- 
low, we are led to regard them as ranking 
among the most precious portions of our devo- 
tional poetry. Nor do we believe it possible to 
select from the Assembly’s, or any other col- 
lection, an equal number of sacred songs which 
would be more commonly admired and relished 
by the most intellectual and pious portion of 
our congregations. Some of these condemned 
hymns are inimitably sweet to our taste, and 
others exhibit great doctrinal tru'ns, with a 
directness and clearness which will not offend 
any sound Presbyterian, Will the reader please 
examine the particular specifications, and see 
ificte-wot sot We do not in the least fear the 
result.” 

A Jew’s Rereroor.—Major Noah, of New 

York, an Israelite, and a veteran editor, thus 

administers a reproof to nominal Christians, 

which, as it does not admil of a very satisfac- 
tory reply, may as well be patiently borne : 

‘When we pass by them [the fashionable 
churches] on Sunday, and see the liveried ser- 

vants waiting oulside, while their masters and 

mistresses are worshipping within, we think that 

possibly the thing may be reversed in the next 

world, when the masters may have to stand 

outside.” 

Our Paprrr.—lIt is very seldom indeed, that 

we have publicly noticed the kind judgments 

which our friends have formed of our labours, 

which (fey have as kindly communicated to us, 

and we think we may be indulged in publish- 

ing the following from a ministerial brother in 

a neighbouring State, which is at once hearty 

in its friendship, and touching in its allusion to 

the writer’s situation: 
‘* Rev. and Dear Sir—I send you five dol- 

lars in this for the continuation of your paper 
for another two years. You will please to for- 
ward me a receipt which will show that I have 
paid you for it to February, 1850. I have 
now taken the Presbyterian ten years, and con- 
tinue to like it better and better. It is sucha 
paper as our church needs, and should liberally 
sustain; and I do sincerely hope that your list 
of subscribers is increasing continually, and 
that they are all of the punctual and substantial 
kind. Certainly, none but such ought to be 
subscribers to religious papers, nor, in fact, to 
any others. The above sum will add two 
years more to the ten, and of course make it 
twebre4end, as my health is not very good, 
being laid aside by an affection in my throat, it 
may be the last time that [ shall have the plea- 
sure of sending you five dollars for its continu- 
ation; but if this shall be the case, | hope my 
family will continue it when I am gone.” 

Srrenctu or Rericious 

should regard the quantity, as well as the quali- 

ty of our religious sensibilities ; not only their 

genuineness, but their energy. No class of 

subjects is so well adapted to stir up the soul 

from its:very depths, as that which arises from 

our relations to God. Jehovah invested with 

infinite perfections as the object of worship, 

reverence, and love; a Saviour disinterested, 

benevolent, and affectionate ; an Almighty Spirit 

engaged in reforming the heart, and restoring 

its primitive, but lost purity; a heaven clothed 

in every attractive beauty; a hell, repulsive and 

terrific; @ soul susceptible of endless joys or 
pains ; Tedemption purchased at an inconceiv- 

able cost, and gratuitously offered; with such 

subjects to engage the attention, and awaken 

the sensibilities, apathy must be as criminal as 
it is marvellous. ‘The feelings of the heart, 

as it is religiously influenced, should be sub- 

jected to the severest tests, that we may know 

the true state of our affections. Analogy may 

furnish such a test. 

ty, and the ear greedily drinks in harmony; 

we are thrilled with rapture as these two inlets 

‘to the soul bring in their rich contributions. 

Now, are we conscious that faith, which takes 

the place of sense, and which expatiates in an 

infinitely higher and richer field of observation, 

awakens in us even an equal feeling of delight, 

as it realizes to our souls the enchanting pros- 

pects and the sweeter harmony of heaven? 
We are wensible of the power of earthly af- 

fections, as the heart with its full gush of ten- 

derness clings to a beloved object, a husband, a 

wife, a child—anxious to retain, fearful of losing 

it, and full of expedients to gratify every wish, 
and to securé a reciprocal regard. Now, can we 

detect the same ardent attachment for a Saviour, 

the same desire to please him, the same anxiety 
to have his love in return? And if we can go 
thus far, can we go further, and meet the divine 

requisition of loving him supremely with our 
whole heart and soul, and far better than the 

dearest earthly kindred? 
We may be placed in circumstances of great 
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passed itito proverb, that the blood | 

have engaged is accompanied with splendid suc- 
cess, and affluence pours im upon ug its con- 

stantly ini¢reasing streais ; Gr we become sud- 
denly and unexpectedly rich by the bequest of : 

afriend. Have weever contemplated the riches. 
of grace with the same pleasure, and delighted 
ourselves in anticipating the inheritance laid up 
in heaven, of which we suppose ourselves to 

be the heirs ? 
Qr, we are regarded by those around us with 

| approbation ; our talents command respect and 

applause, and the influence we exert makes 

others subservient to us, and calls forth their 

commendation. Now, is the approbation of God 

unspeakably more prized by us than that of our 

fellow-creatures, nay, is it equally prized? 

We stand by the sick-bed of a beloved rela- 

| tive; with an untiring assiduity we attend to 
every want; our meals are hurriedly taken, 

that our absence from the object beloved may 

be as brief as possible; we tax the endurance 

of our physical frame by long night watches ; 
each visit of the physician is anxiously awaited, 
and our hearts throb at the intelligence that his 
words or looks may convey; the restoration to 

health, the life of the patient, absorbs all our 

thoughts ; have we ever felt the same solicitude 

for the salvation of our relatives? -Have we, 

with the same carefulness, attended to the wants 

of their souls, and deprived ourselves of our 

usual enjoyments and rest whilst struggling for 
their conversion to God ? 

| Other illustrations of a like kind might be pre- 

sented, but these may suffice. How is it, then, 

with us? Are our religious feelings as strong 

asournaturalones? Are our spiritual affections 

as ardent as our earthly attachments? Surely 

it ought not to be regarded as a high standard 

of religious attainment that we love the Creator 

as much as the creature ; and that we deriveas 

much gratification from heavenly sources as 

from sensual ones. The word of God presents 
a still higher standard. The earth’s glory is 
to be as nothing, when compared with that of 

God; an infinitely higher value is to be set on 

things unseen, than on things seen; our love to 

Christ is greatly to surpass that of our dearest 

kindred ; in a word, we are to love God with 

all our heart, and soul, and strength, and mind. 

Bequests.—Mr. Peter Chandler, of Oswego 

county, New York, has left by will, $5000 to 

the American Board of Commissioners for 

Foreign Missions; $5000 to the American 

Home Missionary Society; $5000 to the Ame- 

rican Bible Society; and $3000 to the Ameri- 

can Education Society. 

Turotoeicat Criticism.—The New. York 

Tribune ventures the following criticism: 
*« In one of the prayers at the Missionary So- 

-ciety meeting, last week, the clergyman en- 
treated heaven that the knowledge of the Lord 
might cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea. He should have said the channel of the 
sea, for the waters form, but do not cover the 
sea. The phrase is quite old.” 

worldly. prosperity; some-projeet ia which we of Divines, and rati 

-cuous dancing, some of the best jud 

+ of our venerated fathers. 

_he is wrong. 

| depriving it of its chief interest. 

our army there. 

The eye is attracted by every form of beau- 

times, professedly, as a religious act. 

every novice in ecclesiastical history knows was 
denounced, among the primitive Christians, as 

other inhibited recreations. Several of the early 

ral Assembly of that Church in 1649, passed a 

‘and Church-sessions to “promiscuous dancing,” 

The clergyman, with all deference to his 

critic, was not far wrong if the English version 

of the Scriptures is authority; for in Isaiah xi. 

9, it is said: ** For the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 

sea.”” And in Habakkuk xi. 14, we have this: 

“For the earth shall be filled with the know- 

ledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 

cover the sea.”’ It is true, therefore, that “the 

phrase is quite old.” 

FearFrut Tracepy.—We have seen in some 

of our exchanges a very fearful account of an 

American officer and a Mexican nun, the particu- 

lars of which we forbear to publish. The tale is 

credited to Donnavan’s Adventures in Mexico, 

and is given as a late and authentic occurrence. 

Who Mr. Donnavan is, we know not; but of 

one thing we are very sure, that he is not a 

creditle traveller, The story, so thrilling 

in its details, is one that we read some fifteen 

years before the commencement of the Mexican 
war, and the scene was then laid in Italy. We 

presume Mr. Donnavan wanted a little spice 

for his book, and vamped up the old story, 

giving ita new “local habitation and name.” 

If he should issue a second edition, we advise 

him to copy the original entire, for he has most 

terribly mutilated the story in his telling, thus 

Whether the 

story ever had any foundation in fact, we know 
not, but we have every reason to believe that it 

is an impudent fiction, as relates to Mexico and 

For the Presbyterian. 

REMARKS ON CLERICUS. 
Mr. Editor—I have been grieved to read the 

pieces signed Clericus, in the late numbers of ° 
your paper. I read with regret the pamphlet 
bearing the same signature, intended to censure 
the Presbytery of Albany for its action in re- 
gard to promiscuous dancing; and | find, with | 
increasing regret, that the writer seems deter- 
mined to pursue the discussion of his subject, 
and to urge upon your readérs the adoption of 
his opinions, I do not blame you for admitting 
his numbers into your paper. But I am sorry 
that he has a heart to pen them; and shall be 
doubly sorry if any of your readers should con- 
sider them as containing sound Presbyterian 
teaching. | 

Most of the dancing to which Clericus al- 
ludes, as recorded in Scripture with any sem- 
blance of approbation, was not promiscuous 
dancing, or the dancing of the sexes. together ; 
but the dancing together of one sex, and some- 

But that 
which pious people, in all ages, have concurred 
incondemning is promiscuous dancing. Now, this 

an amusement altogether unfriendly to Chris- 
lian principle, and inconsistent with an exem- 
plary Christian profession. It was thrown into 
the same class with frequenting the theatre, and 

fathers denounce it as unchristian in its charac- 
ter. Augustine, in the fifih century, strongly 
and severely says: ‘* The miserable dancer 
knows not that as many paces as he makes in 
the dance, so many steps does he make toward 
hell.” The pious Waldenses formally intro- 
duce this public amusement in an extended 
chapter of-one of their public Formularies, and 
unequivocally condemn it, as irreconcilable with 
Christian example. Our fathers of the Church 
of Scotland have uniformly censured this prac- 
tice as connected with much evil. The Gene- 

special act, calling the attention of Presbyteries 

as an evil calling for their judicial attention. 
Nay, the altentive readers of our Larger Cate- 
chism, drawn up by the Westminster Assembly 

by the Church of Scat., 
land, and by the Presbyteridn Church of the 
United States, will fibd this, as a recreation, 
among the sins enumerated as forbidden in the 
seventh commandment. Were our Fathers 
fanatical or inconsiderate in doing these things? 

And even with regard tothe act of promis- 
of hu- 

man purity have pronounced it by no means 
innocent in its nature. They have considered 
and represented it as a great inlet to temptations, 
and as one of the strongest excitements to car- 
nal love. This consideration may not apply to 
the litthe domestic extemporaneous dancings, 
which may arise now and then amidst the little 
gatherings of social intercourse; but it is 
against promiscuous ‘dancing, as a system, on 
which the religious man feels called upon to de- 
cide. It may be conceded that some of the acts 
exhibited on the stage, as mere insulated acts, 
might take place without sin ; but the practical 
question is, can we consider the theatre, in all 
its adjunctsand connections—in a word, the 
theatre.as it is, as an innocent amusement ? 

Were nothing more in question than the sim- 
ple bodily steps on the floor which take place 
in dancing, it might seem unjust to connect it 
with much evil; but the excitements to volup- 
tuousness to which it undoubtedly leads, the 
extravagances and indelicacy in dress with 
which it seldom fails to be connected, the walt. 
zing, the late hours, the danger to health, 
the derangement of domestic order, &c. are 
these harmless? Does Clericus see no evil in 
these things? and yet has he ever known these 
things long together unconnected with the mid- 
night dance?’ For my part,I never did; nor 
do | believe that it is possible, in the nature of 
things, that they ever should be thus unconnect- 
ed, any more than it is passible there should be 
a pure theatre. 

In what precise form the ministrations of the 
Church of God should array themselves against 
this practice, | do not undertake here to discuss. 
That it ought to be rebuked constantly and 
faithfully by the discipline of the pulpit is cer- 
tain. But with what face could Clericus do 
this? In all family visitations; in all catechiz- 
ing and instructing our youth, this whole sub- 
ject ought to be placed in a clear and strong 
light. Our children of both sexes ought to grow 
up under the impression that promiscuous dan- 
cing, whatever else may be said of it, is not a 
recreation for Christians. In short, I would 
make my own the answer of a faithful pastor, 
whom | knew a number of years ago, who, when 
a gay lady saidto him, * Mr, , | understand 
you have made it a rule, that none of your 
church members shall ever be allowed to attend 
balls and assemblies,” replied, ** No, Madam, 
I have made no such rule; but if the re- 
ligion of my church members does not pre- 
vent their going to such places, I would not give 
much for it.” 

Mr. Editor, I regard with apprehension every 
departure from the pure and scriptural teachings 

worldly conformity is imminent and growing. 
[ do not wish our rising ministry to imbibe the 
spirit, or speak the language of Clericus. He 
may.be, and [ hope he is, a good man, and a 
faithful pastor; but on this subject, | am sure 

S. M. 
— 

For the Presbyterian. 

ONE TAKEN—ANOTHER LEFT. 

Dr. M- was a physician of some reputa- 
tion, in a retired country village. His mother 
was an aged Christian, of much humbleness of 
character, but unusually indulgent. The son, 
perhaps because she restrained him not, imbibed 
infidel opinions, and became hardened in this 
sad science. His was the vulgar infidelity of 
modern times, without refinement, or the grace- 
ful decencies with which unbelief is sometimes 
covered. His wife was a woman of bold 
and decided character, possessing much influ- 
ence in the circle in which she moved, and, 
unhappily, sympathized with him in his infideli- 
ty.. At the time of the writer’s first acquaint- 
ance with the family, they attended the village 
church with regularity, and professed an inter- 
est in its welfare. The pastor, newly settled, 
was in early life, and his preaching had assumed, 
as yet, no decided character. Gradually feel- 
ing the influence of that region, so favoured by 
revivals of religion, the tone of his addresses 
was raised, and became more fervent and evan- 
gelical. This developed the hostility of the 
hearts of Dr. M and his wife against the 
truth. Their attendance became intermittent, 
and the plain, pungent exhibitions of God’s 
word finally drove them from the sanctuary. 

Years rolled by. The physician, declining 
practice, was engaged in business, which called 
him from home. His connections in life were’ 
known to be the reckless brethren of agrarian 
infidelity, and his delight was in the seat of the 
scorner. Religion was the butt of his unholy 
scorn. At intervals, few and far between, Mrs. 
M was seen at the house of God, when the 
weather was unusually attractive. The pastor, 
disheartened, had ceased to visit them, as he 
passed among his ftock. 

A series of religious meetings was held in the 
village church. The interest excited was fee- 
ble. Jt was not known that any were awakened 
to a concern for salvation. The presence of 
Mrs. M on such an occasion, so unlooked 
for, arrested the attention of the pastor, and his 
eye saw, in the flushed face and agitated man- 
ner, that her proud, imperious spirit was quail- 
ing before the terrors of the Lord. The next 
Sabbath found her there again, and her interest 
evidently increased. An early call was made, 
to ascertain the state of the case, but it was 
rendered fruitless by the presence of company. 
Finding her place habitually vacant in the sanc- 
tuary, the pastor feared that the early dew and 
morning cloud were the emblems of her case; 
and his memory, burdened with the cares of a 
rapidly increasing congregation, finally lost 
sightof her. But our Heavenly Father had not 
forgotten her. His Spirit was raising a monu- 
ment to his own praise. Hearing that her 
health was declining, and believing that while 
life lasted, the angel of mercy might remain, 
and that dark clouds are ofttimes rent to allow 
gleams of light to pass, he went to her dwelling, 
and was received with tokens of evident gratifi- 
cation. 

The usual inquiries and salutations were in- 
terchanged. Something seemed to whisper to 
the pastor that the spirit was the subject of 
malady, when the following conversation oc- 
curred : 

‘© Madam, allow me to inquire if your mind 
is not interested on the matter of religion? You 
may confide the secret to me.” A pause en- 
sued, when Mrs. M , touched by the unusual 
voice of Christian sympathy, replied : 

‘© | do not expect to recover. This is my 
last sickness, and I have prayed to God to al- 
low me my reason when my last hour comes, 
that I may leave my testimony behind. You 
know my situation, and | intended to endure in 
iy 0 and not disclose the secret till about 
to depart.” 

‘* Favour me with a statement of the Spirit’s 
dealings with you.” 

‘* You remember my presence at your meet- 
ing. You could not be more surprised than I 
was myself. My pious mother-in-law incuced 
me to go, though I pained her spirit as we 
walked to church by my irreverent levity. The 
text arrested my attention; I could hardly con- 
tain myself. My cheek was burning with ex- 
citement. Supposing myself the gaze of all, I 
bent down and concealed my face. The Spirit 
of God gave me no rest. I returned to church 

deepened, and my face blushed with new emo- 
tions. Declining health kept me from the sanc- 
tuary, but my heart was there. O how.ofien, 
when the slow tones of that bell struck my ear, 
have I sighed to think I could not be there! 

Our danger from 

‘on the next Sabbath, and my impressions were- 

‘When Lhave seen you pass, I have longed to 
talk with you about my soul ; but F dared not 
send for you. The blessed Bible and prayer 
are now my-only resource. Many a. night, 
after my family had retired, have | passed hours 
in earnest prayer and searching the Scriptures 
for hope.” 
; ‘Ona what does that hope repose?” 

“On the merits of the adorable Redeemer. 
My past infidelity is ahjured, and I trust in Him, 
whom I once despised.” 

“God,” replied the pastor, “led you, in his 
own way. His Spirit had done all for you. 
Blessed be his name!” 

“Yes, | had no counsellor but my God, 
He led me to view my undone estate, and gave 
me peace,” Bs 

‘* Have you communicated to your husband 
the dealings of God with your soul ?” 

‘*[ have not. I know too well the conse- 
quences in my feeble state of health; but I 
will tell all, if God permit, when leaving this 
world.” 

_ Events are God’s; duties are ours. It 
seems to me he has a right to know the facts; 
besides, God can overrule all to his good.” 

‘<T will think on the matter, and endeavour 
to do my duty.” 

The glad heart of the pastor contemplated 
this as the alone work of God. It was, he 
thought, a lovely flower of God’s own planting 
—a gem of his own polishing. Her heart 
was filled with admiration at the doings of God. 
The proud, imperious, and rather masculine 
Mrs. M was now calm, subdued, silting as 
a little child at the feet of Jesus. It was the 
Lord’s doing, and marvellous in his eyes, 
None but the angels of mercy could unite in 
his joy. His lips were sealed, and it was his 
wish that her mouth should disclose the precious 
fact. Delicacy seemed to require that the hus- 
band should hear it at home. The pastor was 

was refreshed by the recital of other incidents 
in the gracious history of Mrs. M . "He 
still pressed upon her the importance of a com. 
munication with her husband, as the good con-. 
fession she should make, On the last visit, as 
it proved, he left her with the belief, that on the 
return of Dr. M , she would unveil to him 
the secrets of her heart, and avow her love for 
Jesus. 

The pastor was forbidden, by a note received a 
few days alter from Dr. M , to visit his house, 
and knowing the rage into which he was wrought, 
it seemed duty to allow the storm to spend its 
fury. Waiting till Providence should open the 
door, to bear the consolations of the gospel to 
his sister in affliction, now, as he heard, rapidly 
sinking in health, he was startled by the an. 
nouncement of her sudden decease, It was 
sudden—a moment of sinking, and her spirit 
fled. It is a secret now, sealed up for the judg- 
ment, what communications passed between 
husband and wife, and what influence they had 
in producing the rapid and unfavourable change 
in her health. The belief of the writer is, that 
she disclosed the secret, and did it to her tem- 
poral injury. The husband denied it, with bit- 

worse, given up to believe a lie. The pastor 
recited the above facts, in a faithful letter, which 
he addressed to Dr. M Fis kind purpose 
was repaid by bitter imprecation ; he was not 
even allowed the mournful privilege of attending 
the remains of his sister in Christ to her silent 
grave, His eye ofien glanced at the stone 
which marks the spot where her hody rests, 
till the resurrection of the just, as, in the freez- 
ing coldness of infidelity, it speaks of her age, 
her death, and not one holy text to hallow the 
spot where a Christian is sleeping. 

Years have rolled on since. ‘Changes have 
passed in mournful rapidity over that village. 
Dr. M exceeded his fellows in the bold 
recklessness of his infidelity. His parents pass 
from earth; his family grow few in numbers. 
Nothing moves him, and a few months. since, 
he sinks into the arms of death, in drowsy un- 
consciousness, and left not, to his weeping 
friends, who hung in agony over his death-bed, 
one ray of hope, that, as he stood on the verge 
of elernily, his unbelief gave way. His sun 
went down in darkness, and, by a singular 
combination of providences, no man of God 
preceded his remains to the grave. 

Reader, one is taken, and another Jeft. Mrs. 
M is received, we humbly trust, into glory; 
her husband, hardened in sin, dies in unbelief. 
Has the Spirit of God awakened and led you 
to Calvary? Are your hopes like hers, repos- 
ing on the dear Redeemer, whom, perhaps, once 
you despised and sadly neglected? ‘ My Spi- 
rit shall not always strive with man.” It was 
that passage which was the arrow from the 
quiver of the Almighty to her heart. May it 
pierce you with spiritual sorrow, and not he 
drawn, except by Him who was himself wound- 
ed by the archers, | J. 

For the Presbyter ian. 

THE PRESBYTERIAL INSTITUTE, WYOMING, 
| PENNSYLVANIA. 
The location of this Institute, under the care 

of the Presbytery of Luzerne, is among the most 
beautiful to be found in the most beautiful vaHey 
in these United States. It is on the West side 
of the valley, not very far from the Wyoming 
Monument. The ground on which the building 
stands is composed of small round gravel and 
sand, intermixed with a sufficient soil to make 
it rich. In a short time after the longest and 
hardest rains, the walking is comfortabie, no 
mud, and scarcely any dirt adhering to the feet, 
The buildings are far enough removed from the 
broad roads for which Wyoming Valley is dis- 
tinguished, to avoid the noise and dust occasjon- 
ed by carriages. In the rear of the building, 
the ground is a gradual descent of about twenty 
féet fall. At the foot of this there is a level 
plain, studded with trees of native growth, the 
elm, ash, maple, birch, oak, hemlock, walnut, 
and hickory. A mountain stream, fed by numer- 
ous and unfailing springs, flows rapidly through 
the ground. A spring, among one of the great- 
est natural curiosities of the kind, is on the 
premises. It is upwards of ten feet in diameter, 

pure and soft, and no hand can endure its cold 
for many minutes. The quantity of water issu- 
ing from it is equal to the wants of many thou- 
sands of families; and does not vary in any 
weather, neither increasing nor decreasing. 
The stream issuing from it has a sufficient fall 
before it enters the brook flowing by, to turn a 
wheel of sufficient power to throw the water 
above the top of the building. At times the 
surface of the spring is as calm as though no 
breeze ever blew upon it. Smooth and bright 
as a mirror, it reflects the surrounding land- 
scape in all its beauties. At other times, a com- 

observed, which increases in rapidity and violence, 
until the spring is lashed and tossed into a fury; 
volumes of pure white sand roll up in singular 
convolutions, yet not high enough to discolour 
the water, which still flows on. * sparkling and 
bright.” The changes are not periodical, and 
have not, as yet, been accounted for. 

The local position of the valley is one of the 
most inviting and commanding, as a salient point 
for moral and literary enterprise to be found 
in Pennsylvania. Canal and railroad, com- 
menced even now, must soon connect Western 
New York, New York city, Philadelphia, and 
an immense back country, with the valley. 
The iron and coal of that region are of good 
quality, and -almost unlimited extent. 
beauty of the country, its deserved reputation 
for general health, and the cheapness of living— 
the superior roads, and many other advantages 
presen ted by our location, must insure, at no 
distant date, a population whose influence must 
be felt far and near. With. all ‘the disadvan- 
tages of our former isolated condition, and. pre- 
sent paucity of literary means of imprevement, 
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