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For the Presbyterian 

ADDRESS OF STATE SABBATH CONVENTION, 
Held in the Capitol at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

May 30th and 31st,1844. | 
Fettow Crrizens—The Convention, embrac- 

ing Delegates from all parts of the Commotr- 
wealth, representing almust every Christian de- 

“nomination, and every profession and occupa- 
tion in life, make no apology for thus address- 
ing their fellow citizens. ‘That the Sabbath is 
of Divine origin and .co-eval with the race, and 
that its observance for -sacred purposes is re- 
quired by the command of God, and enforced 
by the highest considerations of public benefit, 
civil, social, and religious, few will question. 

‘That it has been, and is, so fearfully desecra- 
ted in our land, as to jeopard alike the purity and 
progress of Christianity, as well as that public 
morality on which depend the peace and order 
of families, and the perpetuity of our free in- 
stitutions, is painfully evident. Who does not 
know thatthe grand improvements of the age 
have sterted half a thousand sieam-boats, north, 
south, east, and west, freighted with ten thou- 
sand souls, to course our harbours, lakes, and 
rivers, on the Sabbath—the evidence and the 
means of wide spread moral corruption? Who 
is not aware that our canals and railroads open 
the sluices from our great cities, through which 
is poured the weekly tide of Sabbath desecra- 
tion, upon remote and peaceful villages, to fur- 
nish time, place, and excitem@nt, for the collec- 
tion of a rabble, ‘+ who fear not God nor regard 
man?!’ Who does not know that to the ut- 
most limit of western migration, is sent at the 
public expense, the Sabbath stage with its open 
testimony that the Lord’s day is not worth ob- 
servance? Are not these public, wholesale ex- 
hibitions of Sabbath profanation, but the type of 
that individual moral recklessness and impiety, 
in which they have their origin and sustenance! 
How many thousands of captains and crews, 
siage drivers and passengers, collectors and lock- 
tenders, grocers and bar-keepers, post-masters, 
agentsand clerks, are drawn into this vortex of sin! 

What baneful elements are here thrown with 
a broad cast over the youthful mind. How la- 
mentable the depravity which has grasped the 
proudest discoveries and inventions of the age, 
and degraded them into instruments of Sabbath 
violation. 

And when we turn from these vast and mi- 
gratery machines for moral corruption, do we 

stitutions that a wise God saw best to ordain in 
the creation of our race. ‘To the Sabbath, for 
our sake, to aid our estimation of its value, he 
lent the sanction of his own sublime example, 
in its first consecration. It was designed and 
adapted to constituie hours of heaven on earth, 
when man might rise from animal gratifications 
and the contemplation of ** things that are seen,”’ 

to assert his noble claim to the relishes and joys 
of pure spirits. Hence its reiterationon Mount 
Sinai, and its enduring record by the finger of 
God on the tables of stone. 

The early institution of the Sabbath in Eden, 
by the solemn precept and example of the Mo-t 
High, its subsequent incorporation into the de- 
calogue, among the permanent moral statutes, 
which lie at the foundation of all pure religion 
and social order—the reiterated appeals, re- 
bukes, and warnings of inspired prophets to dis- 
suade from Sabbath violation; tie sanction lent 
‘to the day by the Saviour, who not only ‘ali. 
giously observed the Sabbath, but declared, *¢ it 
was made for man,” as a race, of all times and 
nations ; the apostolical example of setting apart 
the first day of the week, or seventh portion of 
time, that portion which commemorated the 
end of a new moral creation, in the glorious re- 
surrection of Jesus from the dead—the corrobo- 
rating testtmeny of the Christian Church for 
twenty centuries ; all these combined, show the 
earnestness of Heaven’s legislation for the Sab- 
bath, and impose universal obligation to its 
observance, which the pious must feel, and 
against which no one can rebel, without most 
aggravated and heaven-daring sin. If the great 
Lawgiver has prohibited Sabbath desecration in 
the same decalogue which forbids idolatry, pro- 
faneness, filial impiety, theft, licentiousness, and 
the shedding of human blood, who has a right 
so to separate what God has joined, as to inler 
that Sabbath breaking is not before heaven a 
most heinous sin, to be avoided as we would 
avoid the frown of God and the woes of per- 
dition. | 

We call your attention specifically to this 
point which we would fasten on the entire con- 
science of this people, that there is great guilt 
in Sabbath desecration. And where there is 
guilt, there is prospective retribution. And 
when this guilt is so obvious, so widely diffused, 
so cumulative by perpetuated transgressions, 
when it so settles down ona nation as it now 
rests on ours, have we not reason to fear the just 
judgments of God? 

As individuals, as families, and as a nation, 
we have a broad surface exposed to danger. If 
we dwell safely and in comfort, it is because 
‘the good hand of our God” is uponus. Can 
beings so dependent, and so endangered, afford 
to outrage the Author of all their days, by dese- 
crating the one in seven claimed for his own 
service ! 
We might here rest our appeal. If God has 

spoken, who will not obey? If He has de- 
nounced sin, who will not fear? 

But the claims of the Sabbath rest not alone 
on Divine authority. In the exigencies of our 
nature and condition, such a day is urgently de- 
manded. All human experience instructs us that 
without the consecration of the Sabbath, the gos- 
pel cannot and will not exert ils saving power 
over the minds of men. To be allowed to read, to 
hear, to meditate, man must have leisure from 
worldly thought, and daily toil. ** How shall he 
hear withouta preacher ?’’ And how can the am- 
bassadors of Christ make known the glorious gos- not find in the permanent habits of society. 

much to call forth our anxiety? ‘Thousands of 
halls of dissipation thrown open on the Sab- 
bath, ostensibly to meet the wants of the tra- 
velling public; but in fact, collecting young men 
**in the dew of their youth,” to assuciate with 
the confirmed inebriate, and to meet the fascina- 
tion of the same cup which has made him an 
outcast from society! What multitudes are dri- 
ven to Sabbath desecration, by the Monday mar- 
kets, and Monday newspaper press of our great 
cities ! | 

What crowds are led to our wharves, by the 
habit always too common of selecting the Sab- 
bath for starting our ships and steamboats on 
their outward voyages! How many hackmen, 
draymen, and porters are demanded to meet the 
convenience of Sabbath travellers! How slight 
the apology that leads thousands of merchants 
to their buoks, mechanics to their shops, and 
agriculturists to their fields on the Sabbath! 
What masses select the Sabbath for pleasure ex- 
cursions, social visiting, and feasting, while their 
children and youth are left to roam at large 
without religious instruction, guidance, or re- 
straint. 

One-half the adult population of our cities, 
and of our country at large, almost never enter 
the sanctuary! Where are they on the Sab- 
bath? What are their occupations? Can it be 
assumed in the absence of ail testimony, and 
against all probability, that they are hallowing 
the day of the Lord in their own dwellings? Is 
it not more reasonable to suppose, that the same 
causes which insulate them from the sanctuary, 
also separate. them from communion with the 
Bible, and from the influence of serious reflec- 
tion, and leave them to vagrant sauntering and 
idleness, worldliness and sin ? 

It is admitted that by the blessing of God 
upon the efforts of good men, there has, within 
the last few yeurs, been a substantial and most 
grateful improvement in Sabbath consecration ; 
but that the painful facts to which we have ad- 
veried still exist, in a degree adapted to excite 
just alarm, is too obvious for proof, 

~ What then shall be done? Shall we give up 
the Sabbath, and leave this beautiful land, the 
rich inheritance of our children, to the dark- 
ness of spiritual ignorance, the degradation of 
sensuality, the madness and anarchy of unregu- 
Jaied passion, and the final curse of Almighty 
God! Your answer is, no! 

“ Long be oar fathers’ Sabbath ours, 
Cursed is the age in which it falls— 

Ten thousand angels guard its towers, 
T’en thousand blessings line its walls.” 

But if the Sabbath must be preserved, upon 
whom does the responsibility for its consecra- 
lion rest? Generally upon all; but most spe- 
cifically upon those who estimate its value, and 
mark its peril. We are held responsible not 
alone for the good we can achieve, but for the 
evil wecan prevent. |t was a selfish spirit that 
inguired, **am J my brother's keeper? It is 
not enough that we use no positive violence by 
the pistol or the dagger upon our neighbour's 
lie; if wesee him struggling with death in the 
waves, and stretch forih no hand for his safety, 
we are guilty of his blood. It is not enough 
that we personally refrain from the various 
modes of Sabbath desecration above described— 
at the bar of conscience and of God, we are 
held responsible to investigate the facts of the 
case, and to bring all the energies of sanctified 
purpose, kind persuasion, judiciovs rebuke, to 
dissnade others from the path of transgression. 
As there is no recuperative energy in a course of 
sin—as it is the tendency of ‘evil men and se- 
ducers, to wax worse and worse’’—there is a 
special necessity that those who love and ob- 
serve the Sabbath, should interpose for its res- 
cue. ‘hose who most need the Sabbath, and 
are most corrupted by violating its sanctity, de- 
mand an influence extraneous and most urgent 
to lead them back to duty. 

Assuming that the friends of God and of 
their country throughuut this Commonwealth. 
are willing to engage in this work, this Conven- 
tion would aid their effuris, by suggesting some 
considerations adapted to awaken increased re- 
gard for the holy Sabbath. 

pel, except through the medium of the Sabbath ? 
As the Sabbath is the medium through which all 
the accumulated light of ages past, {ugee Of pro- 
phecy, of miracle, and of redemption,) comes 
to the present generation, it is practically as va- 
juable as the cross which it reveals, the salva- 
tion which it proffers, and the undying spirits 
which it saves. ‘To blot out the Sabbath, is 
practically to lose the Saviour, the gospel, and 
the hope of eternal life. There may be the 
best organized eve, and the most beautiful Jand- 
scape, but without light all is rayless desolation. 
What light is to the eye, that the Sabbath is to 
the soul—the medium of transmitting heaven’s 
radiance to guide our ignorance, soothe our sor- 
rows, and sanctify our pollution, As then, we 
would protect Christianity itself, we must sanc- 
tify the day essential to her influence on our 
race. ‘The ship's cable may seem relatively 
worthless, but on the tenacity of its threads, de- 
pends the safety of the proud vessel, the rich 
cargo, and the freighted human life. 

When itis admitted that the Sabbath is essen- 
tial to the prevalence of the gospel itself, it ad- 
mits no highereulogy. ‘The tendencies of Sab- 
bath consecration to promote human purity and 
happiness are well known. 

It relieves from daily toil and crushing 
worldly care, and thns tends to promote health, 
mental vigour, and long life. In the opinion of 
the mosteminent physicians of this country and 
Europe, the Sabbath is a law of Nature as well 
as Revelation, and cannot be habitually neglect- 
ed by the labouring class, without a suicidal in- 
vasion of the vital powers of life. It allows 
men whose sole business is to study and to 
teach, to bring all their learning as well as their 
moral principles in contact with the mass of so- 
ciety. By summoning the congregation, once 
in seven days, to meet for exalted purposes, 
where personal neatness and good order are in- 
dispensable—where the rich are taught humil- 
ity and dependence, and the poor resignation 
and trust, the Sabbath tranquillizes the stormy 
elements of society, sofiens social asperities, 
elevates the degraded, and refines the rude. By 
introducing motives drawn from eternity, to en- 
force industry, economy, moderation, temper- 
ance, and general self-control, the Sabbath be- 
comes the powerful auxiliary of domestic com- 
fort and public wealth. By bringing in frequent 
contact the best elements of society, and thus 
using the social principle for enforcing religious 
and social obligations, the Sabbath opens a field 
for forming the most glorious plans of Christian 
philanthropy, and for cultivating the most safe, 
intimate, and enduring earthly friendship. By 
setling up in the judgment of every individual a 
right standard of action, by stimulating his con- 
science, by disclosing to him the eye of God as 
it flashes upon his life, public and private, and 
by unveiling to all the certain retributions of 
eiernity, the Sabbath is far more efficient than 
courts, prisons, and gibbets, in guarding liberty, 
property, and life. ‘he Sabbath throws its re- 
straints over the secret path of the thief and in- 
cendiary, and thus prevents crime, where no 
human police could extend its protection. In 
short, the Sabbath consecrated and influential, 
introduces Heaven’s own legislation of truthfand 
duty asa universal substitute for the gropings of 
human ignorance, and the impulses of human 
depravity. Shall this legislation be allowed to 
energize among us for the promotion of order, 
peace, competence, and jov in the Holy Ghosi!? 
Then we must regard the Sabbath, 

And we are the more urged to this work by 
the fact, that if the Sabbath be not consecrated to 
religion, it will become an occasion of increased 
moral corruption. If it lead not to the closet, 
the Bible, and the sanctuary, it will lead many 
to the bar room, the horse race, and the theatre. 
The influence of infidel France is still seen in 
the Sabbath military parades, and the theatrical 
exhibitions of New Orleans. Shail this conta- 
gion be allowed to spread? Will any portion 
of this great people longer employ the hours of 
heaven in ripening for ruin? Compared with 

pollution, is to invite certain ruin, temporal andl 
eternal. If we, however, by the blessing o 
God, save the Sabbath, we must count the cost. 
The Sabbath, throughout this Commonwealth, 
is not to be sanctified by impulsive efforts. ‘The 
causes of its violation lie in the indolence, the 
avarice, the diseased propensities and habits of 
our fallen nature. ‘These draw to Sabbath break- 
ing, as the attraction and the atmosphere draw 
weights to the earth. The causes of Sabbath 

as permanentand more powerful; by that per- 
suasion of truth in the hand of the Spirit, which 
constitutes the strength of the Church of God. 
Hence our reliance for a consummation so glo- 
rious, is mainly on the intelligent and devoted 
clergy of the State, aided, as they will be, by 
the sympathies, and prayers, and co-operation 
of all who love the Sabbath. ‘The clergy alone’ 
can employ the power of the Sabbath for its 
own protection. 

From statements made in this Convention, we 
have reason to fear that some professors of reli- 
gion have so far forgotten their high obligation, 
as unnecessarily to travel on the Sabbath. ‘The 
Saviour went about doing good. Sabbath break- 
ing travellers become missionaries of evil ex2m- 
ple, and thereby effect an injury to the cause of 

as their professions are more sacred, and their 
example more controlling. 

We implore all such to refrain from practices} 
so grievous to their Christian brethren, so fatal 
to their own reputation, and so dishonouring to 
their Divine Master. We also beseech Chris- 
lian capitalists interested in steamboat, canal, 
and railroad stock, to employ their entire influ- 
ence in preventing Sabbath violation by men 
under their control. Itis fearful to accumulate 
guilt, by employing scores and hundreds of im- 
mortal men, for our sake, to violate the Sabbath. 
May we not urge all our fellow citizens to see 
to it that personally they sanctify the Sabbath. 
Example is eloquent. The Sabbath breaker 
has no right to assume that every other man will 
not imitate his example. Hence no thanks to 
him that the day is not forgotten—that every 
sanctuary is not left to moulder—that the voice 
of every preacher is not hushed—that the last 
restraint is not taken from vice, the last refuge 
from the fearful, and the last solace from death. 
Who will incur the guilt of aiding such deso- 
lation ? 

We especially here appeal to the capitalists 
who control the business of our large manufac- 
tories, and on our inland waters and railroads. 
Is it right, while they are enjoying the sanctuary 
themselves, to take advantage of the wants of 
their labourers, and thus compel them to violate 
conscience and the command of God? Poverty 
is indeed a curse, if it be made the occasion of 
wringing from the weary labourer his heaven- 
appointed day of rest. ‘To prosecute business 
on the Sabbath is to offer a premium for Sab- 
bath violation. None but Sabbath breakers can 
have employment. Is this right? The labour- 
ers on Canals and railroads, and steamboats, con- 
scious of their oppressed condition, as well as 
their Sin, may well cry, as they are now begin- 
ning to do, ** Give us back our day of rest! we 
give you our whole six days—we bring you 
our hard hands, our strong muscles, and our 
willing hearts, but we will not sacrifice on the 
altar of your avarice the instruction of our chil- 
dren, the peace of our consciences, the order of 
our homes, the joys of our Saviour, and the 
smiles of our God. Give us back the day of 
rest, which we hald notas a privilege only, bul 
‘aright by the statute of the Mos Hign, and 
the laws of ourcountry.”” Their appeal is rea- 
sonable. ‘I'he rich can protect themselves, Zhe 
high officers of State are allowed their day of 
rest. What motive has this great Common- 
wealth to withhold such a day of rest from the 
labourers on her railroads and canals ? 

We would here also suggest to capitalists, 
and employers, the bad policy of promoting Sab- 
bath desecration. We know the history of the 
last few years—what exhibitions of pecuniary 
treachery among agents! It is what might have 
been expected. We must not deprive men of 
their Sabbaths, and thus break down the bar- 
riers of conscience, and then hope for a nice 
sense of right and wrong. If any government, 
or any individuals give practically a premium 
for violation of duty to God, they must expect 
final treachery to themselves, © 

There is another thought in this connection. 
Property, earned or increased by Sabbath dese- 
eration, reaches a second generation, accompa- 
nied by the impious parental lesson, that the 
claims of duty and of human happiness may 
yieid to the clamours of interest and conveni- 
ence. Hence it is no wonder that such inheri- 
tances are often soon squandered ; so that the 
profligate and beggared son trudges in rags, 
where a Sabbath. breaking father rode in his chari- 
ot. We know that Sabbath-breaking has the sanc- 
tion of great names; so much the worse. How 
sad that a sin so odious and so dangerous comes 
down to our youth under the sanction of wealth, 
of office, and great social worth. All such 
transgressors should be reminded that there is 
Ong, higher than the highest who has said, ‘1 
will repay.” 

We would here express our gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, for the success which he has 
vouchsafed to efforts designed to promote the 
better observance of the Sabbath. We trust‘ the 
night is far spent, and the day is at hand.’’ ‘The 
whole public mind seems to have been aroused, 
and made impressible to argument and persua- 
sion. Opposition has died away. In State afier 
State of this Union crowds have come together 
in convention, sometimes in the dead of winter, 
all inquiring, what shall be done? and all prof- 
fering their influence to the good work. 

The Post Office Department of the United 
States has suspended the Sabbath mail on eighty 
thousand miles of post road, leaving postmas- 
ters, agents, and stage drivers to the rest of the 
Sabbath. Railroad trains have, in many cases, 
been suspended. ‘Transporting companies have 
granted their captains and crews the Sabbath, 
and multitudes of these captains and crews have 
petitioned the various Legislatures to close the 
locks on the Sabbath. Our cities have more 
Sabbath quiet, and our villages are less ruth- 
lessly invaded by foreign corruption. ‘The pub- 
lic conscience has become more sensitive, and 
individual example more salutary. 
We thank God for these tidings. Said Wash- 

ington, **Of all the dispositions which give 
prosperity to a nation, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports.’’ What reason for 
gratitude, if the source of this religion and mo- 
rality is so appreciated, that we are rising, not 
falling! Is st not a token that the Almighty 
being, who has made us invulnerable to foreign 
foes, designs also to save us from ourselves ; 
from that ** sin which is a reproach to any peo- 
ple?’”” While, as citizens, we approve the laws 
which protect the Sabbath, we ask, as a Con- 

peal is not to servile fear, but to the understand- 
ing, the conscience—to the piety and patriotism 
of our fellow citizens. By experience of our 
present Statutes, we have seen that laws unsus- 
tained by public sentiment are but cobwebs ; 
and that a healthy public opinion on the Sab- 
bath would render all laws useless. Hence our 
appeal is to man, as a free, social, and immortal 
being, and we rejoice that the appeal has not 
been made in vain. 

such, Belshazzar’s use of the cups of the tem- 
ple for idolatrous Jibations, was innocent and 
safe. To break from all the influences that 

Marriage, and the Sabbath, were the only in- resirajn, and to link the soul to the agencies 

In conclusion we invite all to aid in this good 
work. ‘There is room for all, and a reward for 

violation can only be held in check by agencies} 

religion and of the Sabbath, more wide-spread| 

vention, no aid from human legislation; our ap-| 

all. By example, by conversation, by the tract. 
and the newspaper press—by the fire-side, and 

the pulpit—we ask that loud and earrest, but 
kindly, judicious appeals, may be made, for 
sanctifying the Sabbath. We summon to this 
work—all who ask for pecuniary honesty in 
business transactions ; all who would have truth- 
ful witnesses in our courts of justice, and pat- 
riotism and order in our halls of legislation ; all 
who ask for fidelity to ties parental, conjugal, 
filial, and social ; all who demand civil liberty, 
and the safety of reputation, property, and life ; 
and all who desire the emancipation of the 
world from the bondage of sin, and the peril of 
eternal ruin. 
We invoke to the aid of this cause, especially, | 

the deep and true affections of that gentler sex, 
whose elevated position in society, with all the 
graces that adorn life, can be traced to the influ- 
ence of the Christian Sabbath. Itis the jubilee 
of their emancipation from the tyranny of phy- 
sical power, and the harbinger of that heavenly 
rest, which female. piety so well knows how to 
appreciate. Such a cause cannot be commend- 
ed to them in vain.. 

In the name of our fathers, who periled their 
lives to give us the inheritance of civil and re- 
ligious liberty—in behalf of our children, who 
are to be moulded by the influence of our ex- 
ample—in the name of the oppressed poor, 
whom avarice is now robbing of a day of rest— 
in the name of every interest dependent on mo- 
ral principle—in the name of the Holy One, 
whose mercy none should slight, and whose 
final retribution none can escape, we implore 
the people of this great Commonwealth to ** Re- 
MEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY.” 

Selected for the Presbyterian. 

THE GRACE OF GOD IN PROVIDENCE. 
All the means of doing good are in the hands of 

God. He requires us to work by means, for our 
instruction and in accommodation to our weak- 
ness; but he is ready to supply the zealous 
Christian with all means, means sufficient unto 
every good work. 

Do we need money? His is the silver and 
the gold. Money is as much his gift as was the 
manna to the pilgrim tribes. If his people faith- 
fully use what he gives them, he can and he will 
give them more in answer to their faith, for the 
same purpose ; and when the treasury seems ut- 
terly exhausted, from * their deep poverty hav- 
ing abounded unto the riches of their liberality”’ 
(2 Cor. viii. 2,) he can, by various chanuels, 
again enrich them in every thing, *‘ to all boun- 
tifulness’” (11 v.) ‘* He that giveth to the poor,” 
whether they want the bread of this life, or that 
of the life to come, **lendeth to the Lord,” and 
none pay interest so quickly or so largely as He. 
He returns the trust multiplied, that, through 
another exercise of zeal, it may be multiplied 
again. When has the Church put the grace of 
God to this test? When has she had the faith 
of the widow to cast in all her living to the trea- 
sury of the Lord, believing that he can supply 
more? How many Christians have impoverish- 
ed themselves for His sake, who ** for their sakes 
became poor ?”’ 
litle to part with, may say that they have left 
all, Jike the disciples whose all was a few fish- 
ing boats and well-worn nets; but how many 
rich men, who call Jesus **Good Master,”’ 
would go away sorrowful, if required to sell all 
they had for Christ’s service? Yet my brethren, 
until the Church attains something like this li- 
berality, we do not fully trust God’s providence 
in the supply of money. If Christians had 
given to God that, which, in his chastening, he 
has taken from them in the Jasi seven years, 
what a stupendous advance in good might have 
been made? O that we had grace to try this 
experiment for once! we would never relapse 
into our slow ‘* covetous”’ giving (5 v.) again. 

As with money so with men. ‘Pray ye to 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send la- 
bourers into his vineyard,”’ said the Saviour.— 
How send them? Clearly by his grace in their 
hearts inclining them tosay, Sendus. My bre- 
thren, the moment we pray this prayer, and 
prove our sincerity in it by being ready to sup- 
port the sent, God is able and willing to send 
them. Indeed, he anticipates this by giving us 
already more candidates for such holy labour, 
than we can employ by our present liberality. 
Hundreds are waiting for the work; send them, 
and Providence will make ready thousands more 
‘here never was a time yet in which His pro- 
vidence was not in advance of our faith. 

As with money and men, so with other facili- 
ties of usefulness. When Christian zeal first be- 
gan in modern times, to send the missionary, 
and to give the Scriptures, how few and difficult 
were the channels of communication, and those 
how interrupted by wars among the nations! 
How poor, comparatively, was the knowledge 
of languages, and how slow and expensive the 
art of printing! Now, God, by agents utterly 
unknown to men before the church proved her 
need of them, has vastly increased the facilities 
of reaching and corresponding with distant peo- 
ple; the written and systematized Janguages of 
the world have been nearly doubled, and that by 
the philological labours of missionaries, more 
than of any other class of students; and by the 
improved machinery and science of the press, the 
cost of publication is reduced to less than a fourth 
part, while there is peace throughout the world, as 
at the advent of Jesus in mortal weakness, for his} 
coming again in mighty power. No mind could 
have anticipated this, a life-time ago; no 
mind can imagine what God can do in the 
life-time next to come. ‘he grace of God 
in providence leads his Church far before their 
zeal. 

All the necessary direction, God, in Provi- 
dence, will give. We may desire by God's 
grace, to do good, but we must also learn from 
God’s grace how to dou good. He can suggest 
a thousand methods of doing good, of which we 
are yet ignorant, but which will be, by his 
blessing, most wisely efficient. How recently 
has he taught us to teach Sunday Schools, and 
to distribute tracts, and Bibles, and good books, 
enabling the poor to read, and giving them li- 
braries? And to educate poor young men 
‘rich in faith,’ whom he has chosen for his 
ministry, that from their scanty provisions, as 
from the wallet of the lad in the gospels, he 
might multiply the bread of life for thousands, 
and the fragments that remain be twenty-fold 
more than the supply at the beginning? How 
has he led us to combine our strength, and by a 
wise co-operation, to distribute labour and in- 
crease results immeasurably? And what skill 
has he added to our first crude attempts among 
the heathen, from the experience of practi- 
cal men guided by his counsels? But the time 
would fail me to tell of the grace of God in the 
guidance of his people, when they * commit 
their way”’ of Christian charity fairly to him. 
So will his Providence open our passage 

through difficulties, whether they arise from the 
pride of men’s imaginations, the jealousy of go- 
vernments, the malice of persecutors, or all com- 
bined. Jesus, the Breaker, goes up before us. 
When war and political tumult agitate the seas, 
God is upon the waters. He can, he does, he 
will control all, move all, and overrule all, for 
the good of his church. ‘The cupidity of men 
may make a wide breach in the wall of China, 
but the Ark of the Lord, borne upon the shoul- 
ders of consecrated Christians, enters with sin, 
that grace may much more abound, A cruel 
lust of conquest, with an atrocity never paral- 
leled in any other warfare, may penetrate far into 
A ffghanistan, but the King of Peace and Righteous- 
ness will secure the meek and lowly triumphs of 
afar greater conquest. Even the enslaving of 
the black man, the right of which no sophistry 

Some few, who have had but} 

ean justify, and the continuance of which no 
circumstances can excuse, has been the occasion} 
of introducing within the benighted shores of 
Africa, the liberty wherewith Christ makes his 
people free. Who can tell what the same Pro- 
vidence may do in another year, when the pow- 
er of Mohammedanism reels and totters, open- 
ing a way for anew crusade, which will em- 
ploy no sword but that of the Spirit; when all 
Europe sits upon a smouldering voleano; when 
an hour of political convalsion may topple down 
the proud towers of man’s strong enemy, ponti- 
fical Rome; and the giant, PEOPLE, is struggling 
with more than earthquake strength to throw 
off from his oppressed but unbroken bosom 
the thrones and altars, which tyrant bigots 
heap upon it? Let but the church go forward, 
and seas of difficulty shall make a dry path for 
her feet. Mountains shall sink, and valleys rise, 
for the highway of our God.—Dr. Bethune's 
Sermon, before the Eoreigh Evangelical So- 
ciety. 

From the Christian Intelligencer. 

HIGH CHURCH ON A VISIT OF MERCY. oa 
“ Puce religion and undefiled before God ahd the Father, Yst 

th s: to visit the fatherless and the widow in their affii 
tion,”—An Old Writer. 

Mr, Editor—The attention of the public has 
been much occupied of late with that most won- 
derful of all dogmas, **’There can be no Church 
without a bishop ;” in other words, there are 
but two religious sects in the length and breadth 
of our Jand, which the Saviour of mankind hon- 
ours with his notice, or the bestowment of any 
covenant blessing—the Romish and the Episco- 
pal: the Romish being impersonated (as far as 
the two millions of souls in the state of New 
York are concerned,) in the Right Reverend 
Father in God, John Hughes; the latter deriv- 
ing its title-deed of salvation from its spiritual 
connection with the equally Right Reverend 
Father in God, Benjamin Onderdonk. Not a 
blessing comes from the gracious Redeemer, not 
a ray of divine light, nota spark of heavenly 
consolation, not the slightest well-founded hope 
of immortal happiness, but through the august 
hands of one or the other of these stupendous 
personages! So, too, with the land of steady 
habits, good ol} Puritanical Connecticut. Com- 
munion with my old tutor, Thomas C. Brow- 
nell, is absolutely essential to salvation. Some 
thirty years ago, I, with many others, at that 
time students at Union College, greatly admired 
this gentleman on two accounts: first, his im- 
perturbable good nature and inoffensiveness; and 
secondly, a magnificent gold headed cane which 
he always carried about with him, and sucked 
with untiring devotion, during the whole of our 
recitation. Some of us attributed his wonderful 
good humor to a secret virtue lodged in it, and 
which oozed forth in some such mysterious 
way, as, in these latter days, the sacramental 
grace flows from his Apostolic hand on the 
young candidates for orders or confirmation. In 
other respects, he was characterized by nothing 
remarkable. No one dreamt of the tremendous 
figure he was to make in the chapter of human 
destiny. ‘Though a very tolerable experimenter 
in chemistry—having failed to kill his mouse in 
but a single instance—he never inspired the pre- 
sentiment, that the salvation of one of the old 
thirteen States was to depend for twenty years 
on his manipulations ! 3 

‘That this is not a caricature of the dogma re- 
ferred to, but expresses its trne and proper im- 
port, is now beyond dispute, whatever may have 
been the case fermerly. 1t ie avowed without 

mincing, in our highways and by-ways, on the 
house-tops, and with a prodigious flourish of 
rams’ horns. It comes up to discourse its sweet 
music at our dinner tables; in short, it makes 
itself perfectly at home every where—like the 
very amiable and agreeable gentry whom the 
Nile produced so plentifully in the days of Mo- 
ses for the entertainment of the Egyptians: who, 
uninvited, ** went up into their houses, and bed 
chambers, and beds, and ovens, and kneading 
troughs.” 

Many, I am aware, cannot bring themselves 
to believe that such opinions are seriously main- 
tained. At least, they call them harmless vaga- 
ries, Which are held as mere matiers of specula- 
tion, and exert no practical influence, like the 
crotchet of those who deny the existence of 
every thing but themselves; yet, in actual life, 
behave like reasonable men and women—never 
firing into a crowd, nor trampling down child- 
ren. It would give me pleasure to believe that 
this view is correct. But I know the contrary ; 
and. the community ought to know it. ‘The 
senseless figment of Episcopal exclusiveness is 
exciting on the minds, and hearts, and manners 
of its abettors, a most pestilential influence. 
They are fast losing not only the amiable and 
liberal feelings which constitute that ** highest 
style of man,” the true Christian, but all that 
goes to form the ordinary gentleman. Not con- 
tent with standing as far apart from us in reli- 
gion as if we worshipped different Gods, they 
are becoming so excessively rude and offensive 
in the social intercourse of life, that I see not 
how we can much longer brook them, or avoid 
coming to the conclusion, that they must be 
banished entirely from the chambers of our sick, 
and the funerals of our dead ! 

Instances of this have been given by a late 
writer in the Intelligencer, who has not yet fin- 
ished his remarks, and to whom I, with many 
others, am thankful for the alarm he has sound- 
ed. He is evidently a sincere foe to monopoly; 
and will not treat me as a poacher on his manor, 
if I contribute a mite toward the promotion of 
his object. ‘The case which I am about to re- 
late, is, I think, much stronger than any he has 
cited, and admirably illustrates the spirit of mo- 
dern High Churchism. For the accuracy of 
the statement, | make myself responsible. Am- 
ple proof is at hand, if it be denied or ques- 
tioned. 

On the evening of the first Sabbath of April 
last, the Rev. F. Hotchkiss, senior Pastor of the 
first parish of Saybrook, Connecticut, departed 
this life, aged eighty-three ; and his burial was 
appointed to take place on the Wednesday fol- 
lowing. But before proceeding further, | must 
linger for a moment, on the character of this 
good old man. All who knew him, will acquit 
me of exaggeration, when I say that he was, 
taking him all in all, one of the loveliest speci- 
mens of genuine Christianity that our country 
or age has produced. As a man, and a Chris- 
tian minister, he inspired his parishioners with 
a love and reverence to his person, that I have 
seldom seen equalled. Certainly, it was never 
surpassed. No one could possibly suspect that 
he was other than he seemed to be—one of the 
meekest, holiest, and most devoted Christians 
whose light shone among men. His life was a 
complete volume of argument for the: truth of 
the gospel, which came home at once to the un- 
derstanding and the heart, rendering all other 
books superfluous—as the quaint remark of an 
honest sailor belonging to his parish, happily 
exemplified. In reply to an acquaintance, who 
charged him with harbouring infidel opinions, 
he exclaimed with strong emotion: * ] am no 
infidel. ‘The devil, indeed, is ofien at my elbow, 
to persuade me that there is nothing in religion ; 
but I shut up the old villain at once, by naming 
Parson Hotchkiss!” For more than fifty years. 
he was sole pastor of the congregation; and 
during that period, his absence from the sacred 
desk never extended beyond two Sabbaths in 
succession, except in a single instance. As a 
preacher, he had received from Nature gifis of 
a high order, which, with careful cultivation. 
would have ranked him among our first pulpit 
orators. His pastoral labours were incessant}; 

and absorbing—continuing, as far as strength 
would allow, to the very last. 

‘he venerable saint was so perfectly ripe for 
his change, that it became (somewhat to the pain 
of his family,) the favourite topic of his conver- 
sation. In speaking of it one day, to the writer 
of this communication, he observed that there 
were two favours which he had often prayed to 
the Lord to grant him, in relation to his death. 
The one was, that it might take place hefore he 
was entirely cut off from usefulness; the other, 
that it might be easy, A third desire, which he 
frequently expressed to his friends, was, that he 
might die on the Sabbath—that blessed day, on 
which he had so often, and with such hearitfelt| 
delight expatiated on the * rest that remains for 
the people of God.”” All his wishes were gra- 
tified. Only three days before his death, he 
visited one or two families of his charge. His 
sickness, though painful at first, in its more ad- 
vanced stage resembled the sleep of an infant; 
and he entered into rest on the Sabbath evening. 

On the oceasion of committing the dust of 
such a man to its final resting place, one would 
think that Satan himself would have had the grace 
either to stay away, or behave wie quiél pro- 
priety, if he chose to be present. ‘The Episco- 
pal Rector in the place, thought differently. .'To 
this magnanimous little gentleman, with whom, 
a few weeks previous, had been deposited the 
‘+ covenanted mercy” for that part of the coun- 
try, it seemed a charming opportunity to come 
out, and astonish the natives with a display o 
Apostolicity that they would not soon forget. 
This was the more incumbent on him, as it ap- 
preared quite free from hazard. ‘The old Puri- 
tan was certainly defunct; and the wise A%sop 
tells us, a living ass may, with perfect safety, 
kick a dead lion. Being invited to attend the 
funeral as one of the pall-bearers, he declines, 
on the plea of having other engagements. What 
these were, will soon appear. ‘The pall-bear- 
ers having convened at the house of the Rev.) 
Mr. Crane, colleague of the deceased, walked in 
procession from that place to the house of death, 
for the purpose of taking up the corpse and es- 
corting ittothechurech. By anodd coincidence, 
the ‘* engagements” of our hero led him to meet 
them directly in the middle of the street—he 
passing in one direction, and they in another. 
The Pastor steps out, and very courteously in- 
vites him to join them. He refuses a second 
time, pleading as before “*engagements.’’ Where 
he was, during the service of the church, does 
not appear. Afier they are finished he is seen 
slowly wending his way to the burial-place, 
where he takes his stand on the outside of the 
enclosure; and having succeeded (being, like 
Zaccheus, uncommonly small of stature, ) in rai- 
sing himself to a height which enabled him to 
project his tortoise-shell spectacles over the top, 
he gazes at the scene, with the puckered gravity 
and sanctimonious scorn of an ancient Pharisce, 
while surveying arabble of uncircumcised Pub- 
licans engaged in committing one of their num- 
ber toa hole in Potter's Field ! 

This was glory enough for one day. A blow 
had been struck that sent terror and dismay 
through the ranks of the Philistines, But it 
must be followed up; and this he proceeds to 
do in a masterly manner, though some might 
think a litthe too Jndian-like for a civilized fue, 
who usually prides himself on sparing women 
and children. After a few days he visits the fa- 
mily of the deceased patriarch, consisting of his 
aged and bed-ridden widow and his daughter, a 
lady of uncommon intelligence and piety. ‘The 
condition of the former had placed her beyond 
the reach of human conso.ation. ‘The latter, al- 
most heart-broken, needed all that religion and 
friendly sympathy could bestow. I must ob- 
serve that he had never entered the house during 
the life of the departed. ‘This was his first vistt ; 
and accordingly, he secures the convoy of 
one of his female deacons, who being ae- 
quainted with the family, could introduce him, 
and at the same time perform the function 
of clerk, by saying ‘* Amen”’ to his solemn reve- 
lations ! 

In the whole of the brief conversation that 
ensued, | am assured that he did not offer a 
single remark of condolence on the sad bereave- 
ment. ‘There was no pointing to sources of 
consolation, nor the shadow of allusion to any 
considerations ofa religious nature. Nota word 
was said that would have led a stranger to sus- 
pect that God had taken away any thing more 
than the family dog! Whether he thought it 
needless to cast his pearls before swine—or had 
forgotten his prayer-book—or was so filled up 
with the high message he was about to deliver, 
that there was no room for other cogitations, I 
will not pronounce. Yet, I think the last the 
true solution. 3 

His address was the following: ** Miss H.,'I 
think it proper to explain to you why I did not 
attend your father’s funeral. Icould rot do so 
without violating my principles, and those of 
the Church.’” Here a pause took place; occa- 
sioned on the lady’s part, by the unatterable as- 
tonisliment and confusion that seized her, at hear- 
ing that there were “ principles,” which forbade 
a man attending her blessed old father’s funeral. 
‘1 did not attend, (he proceeded to say,) be- 
cause I would have countenanced, by so doing, 
the pretensions of certain persons present to be 
ministers of the gospel, which they are not. 
‘hey claim an office which does not belong to 
them ; and it would not have been proper in me 
to sanction their usurpation. With respect to 
your father, (he added after another pause, ) his 
case was the same with theirs. As aman anda 
citizen, I was willing to pay him respect; but 
he professed to be a Christian minister, in which 
character | could not recognize him, without 
partaking in the wrong he was inflicting on the 
ordinance of Christ. I, therefore, did not at- 
tend his funeral. Such (he added, in reply to 
the burst of astonishment and distress that was 
furced from her by his address,) is the estab- 
lished doctrine of the Church.”” To which the 
fair deaconess responded with a hearty ‘*.24men;”’ 
certifying to the afflicted lady that ‘there was 
was but one opinion on the subject.” ‘This was 
the most comfortable word spoken in the con- 
versation ; nothing being so well calculated to 
make a person entirely resigned to see a father 
or brother hung, as being told that the sentence 
was passed unanimous/y, by judge and jury.— 
Leaving the daughter of sorrow, whose wounds 
they had so skillfully and gently bound up, to 
her agreeable meditations, the amiable pair dis- 
appear ! 
My story is told, and needs no commentary. 

Yet, I cannot forbear offering one of the reflec- 
tions that occur to my mind, in view of the facts 
related. It is, that the time seems at hand, 
when Christians of all denominations will feel 
compelled to protect themselves against outrages 
so intolerably offensive. In permitting them, as 
is ofien dune in various ways, do we not evince 
a want of proper Christian spirit, and invite 
their repetition? Nothing is gained by exces- 
sive good nature, in a contest with arrogant as- 
sumption. Good nature is ofien good for noth- 
ing, but to curse the world with darkness, mise- 
ry, andsin, which a litle wholesome sternness 
might have averted, as the history of the Church 
sadly proves—tracing as it does the whole gigan- 
tic tyranny of Antichrist, to | ered insolence, 
tolerated and tamely submitted to during a !ong 
series of years, by the body of the faithful, who 
condemned the evil, but were too ** good-natur- 
ed’’ to struggle with it; and never asked, with 
prudent forecast, 

«What wilt thou be, young cockerel, when thy spurs 
Are grown to sharpness ?” 

ing a nuisance before it is past endurance; lest 
haply, advanced at that point, it be found past 
cure, or as Jeremy ‘Taylor would express it— 
crushing a bad egg in the shell, before it hatches: 
into a cockatrice, a dragon, and a devil. For 
my part, I cannot resist the impression that if 
any thing is to prevent the Episcopal Church 
from plunging into the dark abyss of Popery, to- 
wards which she is surging with portentous rapi- 
dity, it will be (under God) a prompt demon- 
stration of public opinion—a timely and thunder- 
toned expression of the shame, horror, and con- 
tempt of the whole Christian world ! 

The evil, however, is not merely prospective. | 
We already feel it. Not to speak of the insults: 
daily offered our ministers and ordinances, ten- 
der spirits among us are seriously disturbed with. 
fears, not only concerning their own good estate, 
but that of their pious friends who have gone 
down before them to the tomb, and whose desti- 
ny is beyond recall. For them is no hope, on 
the legitimate and avowed principles of High 
Churchism! ‘They have gone to the bar of eter- 
nal justice, 

~ Cut Ol even in the blossom or sin, 
Unhouseled, unanointed, unannealed,” 

It is in vain to say that strong and masculine 
intellects laugh at such impertinences. Strong 
and masculine intellects, over whom supersti- 
tion has no power, whose hopes and fears ac- 
kuowledge no control but that of right reason 
enlightened by faith, are not so numerous a 
class as some imagine. Such may be safely 
left to take care of themselves. ‘They are the 
‘‘rams of Nabaioth,” and the “ strong bulls of 
Bashan.” But what shall be done for the 
** lambs” of the flock? Without proposing a 
formal answer to the question, I respectfully ask 
whether the course adopted by the author of 
the following letter, who had lost a beloved and 
pious daughter, would not, in places troubled. 
with the pests referred to, be worthy of imita- 
tion? It was addressed to the husband of the 
deceased : 

** Dear : **As I suppose that you in- 
tend to invite a few clergymen to the funeral, 
I have a favour to ask. It is, that the minister 
of the Episcopal Church in this place be not 
among the number. He is known to be one of © 
those arrogant, senseless, and impious men, who 
hold that being a regular member of the Episco- 
pal sect, is essential to a covenant interest in the 
saving blessings of the gospel. My daughter 
never enjoyed this honour, and, I am sure, 
never coveted it. Yet I fully believe that she 
was one of the Redeemer’s lambs—that her 
spirit is now rejoicing in the arms of a faithful 
~God—that her flesh is sleeping in Jesus, to 
awake on the resurrection morn; and I do not 
wish her insulted at the tender moment of our 
committing it to his divine guardianship, by the 
presence of one who allows no other hope for 
her, but that which he dare not refuse to a mise- 
rable heathen. 3 

‘* Such persons ought to be banished from sa- 
cred solemnities of this kind, as birds of hateful 
visage and ill omen; whose croakings, though 
we fear them not, and heartily despise them, 
are yet annoying and offensive. 7 

‘‘ Affectionately yours, &c., 

CHURCH MUSIC. 
“Let the people praise thee,O God: let aut the people 

praise thee.” 

The attention of the Christian public, not only 
in this city, but in various parts of the country, 
has recently been called to the subject of sacred 
mucie, as connected with religious social wor- 
ship, and the interest in it is becoming more 
and more extensive. Various causes have been 
instrumental in producing the state of feeling 
which exists in regard to it; the hope, at least, 
may be entertained, that some benefit may 
eventually be derived from it. | 

Much of the evil experienced, undoubtedly 
arises from the introduction of various collec- 
tions of tunes, got up in bad taste, and forced 
upon the religious community by a few individ- 
uals who have recently assumed the whole di- 
rection of our church music, to the entire exclu- 
sion, in many instances. both of congregational 
singing and of our old tunes, as they were 
formerly known. 

The plan recently adopted has been to rehar- 
monize (mutilate and destroy) the productions 
of all the old masters of music, whose composi- 
tions, for richness and simplicity, cannot be 
equalled, while they have introduced an entire 
newfangled system, by which church music has 
become the mistress instead of the handmaid of 
our public devotions; and too frequently our 
churches are left to praise God by proxy, rather 
than with the united voices of the people. 

In former times the music in our churches 
and places of worship was plain, simple, solemn 
and impressive, such as every devout heart 
could unite in, and every person favoured with 
a musical voice and ear, could jein and take part 
in it. Hence, when a psalm or hymn was 
given out by the minister, the congregation at 
large united and performed their several parts 
in the singing. ‘This was in strict conformity 
with the design of this part of public worship. 

To obviate the difficulty most complained of, 
it is necessary to bring our church music back 
to a more plain, simple, natural, and reasonable 
standard. In order to accomplish this object, a 
great proportion of the modernized harmonies 
shonld be discarded, and resort should be had 
to the old standard music, which was formerly 
used in Christian worship; for there can be no 
excuse for gratifying human vanity and ostenta- 
tion at the expense of Christian duty, and the 
solemnity of the worship of the Supreme Being. 
—Oxp Hunprev.—Christian Intelligencer. 

The following observations on Congregational 
singing, we select from the Christian Examiner. 
‘They accord with our own private views. ** We 
cannot but esteem it a circumstance worthy of 
notice, and an indication of a change in the sen- 
timent of our congregations, which we have long 
desired, in regard to a part of their public wor- 
ship that in one of the churches of this city, the 
South Congregational, and in two at least of the 
neighbouring churches, the first Church in Rox- 
bury, and the first in Dedham, the practice of 
depending on a choir occupying a section of the 
gallery, and often consisting only of scientific 
performers, has been laid aside, and what alone 
deserves the name of Congregational music— 
singing, by the body of the worshippers—has 
been adopted. A similar change is contempla- 
ted, as we learn in other places, and we hope 
will prevail widely.—Ch. Watchman. 

‘* We are seriously inclined to think well of 
the proposed change. Many of our best sing- 
ers. for various reasons, cannot occupy the 
** Gallery”’ and hence their voices are lost from 
the choir.” Besides it might prevent many 
of the litle peity difficulties, so common among 
singers.”—Vt. Observer. 

This point has for some time been decided in 
our minds—that the music from a scientific 
choir, is notany part of congregational worship. 
Let us have good singing in our churches, but 
let us have that deseription of singing, in which 
all the congregation can ** join with sweet ac- 
cord, in hymns around the throne.”? What 
would Paul and Silas think of the music in some 
of our churches in the present day? It would 
be well for some churches to consider seriously 
the many objections that are urged against 
church-choirs. They are such independent 

Sound wisdom dictates the policy of attack- 
| things, that there is no governing them.— Baptist 
Record. 
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fairs, is of the highest importance and should 
fully protected. It isa fact worthy of parti 
lar notice, that the most destructive riots at va- 
rious periods for some years past, have oriyina- 
ted in an unjust and grossly unreasonable sae gf 

Teaxs—Three Dollars if paid within six months, or Two 
: Dollars and Fifty Cents in advance. 

REMOVAL. 
The Publication office of the Presbyte- 

rian is removed to No. 37 South Seventh 
street, second door south of Chestnut street, 
Philadelphia, and next door to the Book 
Store of the Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation. , 

*.* Tas Epiror has again returned to 

post, but not until the most of the present paper 
was prepared for the press. . 

Conrincent Funv.—The Presbyteries have 

contributed so little comparatively to this fund, 

and the drafts upon it have been so heavy, that 
there is not a sufficient amount in hand to meet 
the expense of publishing the Minutes of the As- 
sembly.. We mention the fact in hope of in- 

ducing Presbyterics to attend immediately to 
their duty in this respect. Subscribing for a 
few copies of the Minutes will not meet the ex- 
igency of the case. . 

~. 

Remember THe SassatH.—On our first 
page will be found the Address of the Sabbath 

Convention, which met at Harrisburgh, Penn- 

sylvania, on the 30th ult. It is a well written 

document, and although rather long, is worthy 

of an attentive perusal. The Reform that has 

been commenced in the observance of the Sab- 
bath is destined, ‘we trust, to go on, until it be- 

comes general, Already in many portions of 

the country a very considerable change in pub- 
lic sentiment and practice is effected. Sabbath 

mails on numerous routes have been discon- 

tinued—public coaches, railroad cars, steam- 

boats, and canal boats have, in many cases, 

ceased to run on the appointed day of rest. 

Sabbath profanation is viewed by increasing 
numbers as indicative of a low, sordid, reck- 

less, or vicious mind; and hired men and youth,| 

connected with canals and other public works, 
have in many cases insisted upon the common 
privilege of resting from toil and care—regard- 
ing it as indeed a degradation to work, whilst 

sition to suppress these rights, justly deemed of 

berties. 
‘© In the course of their investigations the Jury 

have noticed the names of many persons connec- 
ted with the late riots who had been implicated 
in similar scenes in the days of a late Sheriff. — 
And it is a question difficult to answer on satis- 
factory grounds, how these men have contrived 
so long to set at defiance our Courts of Justice. 
whose strong arm-should be safely relied upon. 

e disgraced us as a civilized community.” 

The opinion of the Grand Jury is conclusive, 

that the outrage originated in consequence of 
lawless papists firing upon a political meeting, 

and causing the death of peaceable and unoffend- 

ing citizens, while exercising the privileges 
guaranteed by the Constitution to every citizen. 

The gentlemen composing the Grand Jury 
belong to different parties and sects, and their 

opinion must therefore be considered as impar- 
tial. It is laid before the public under a full 

sense of their responsibility as judicial inquisi- 

tors, 

Cottece or New Jerstey.—The Trustees 

of the College of New Jersey, at Princeton, hav- 

ing changed the time of holding the Annual 

September to the last Wednesday in June, the 

commencement will accordingly take place on 

Wednesday next, 26th inst. The annual ora- 

tion before the two literary societies of the Col- 

lege, will be delivered on Tuesday afiernoon 

by Alexander E. Brown, Esq., of Easton, 

Pennsylvania; and the annual oration to 
the Alumni of the College, by the Hon. 

Theodore Frelinghuysen, Chancellor of the 

University of New York, on Wednesday after- 
noon, 

Tue or Grory.—On our return jour- 

ney from Louisville, we seized the opportunity 

of visiting that majestic and inexpressibly beau-| 

tiful work of God, the Falls of Niagara. With- 

ina mile of this impressive scene, which can 

scarcely be contemplated without a deep sense 
of the present Deity, was fought the bettle of 

Lundy’s Lane, during the last war. We visit- 
others are appropriately enjoying the Sabbath 

as a day of rest and improvement, designed by 

the beneficent Creator alike for the beneSt of 
all. 

CotonizaTion.—We republish an Address 
from the Colonization Herald of the 12th inst., 

to which we direct the special attention of our 

readers, Since its publication in that Journal, 

we have heard the interesting fact stated, that 

the Rev. Mr. Pinney, Agent for the Pennsylva- 
nia Colonization Society, afier he had made a 

statement of the objects and wants of the So- 

ciety before the last General Assembly, visited 
a Presbyterian Ruling Elder in the neighbour- 
hood of Louisville, Kentucky, who pledged 

himself that if Mr. Pinney would raise the 

means of transporting them to the colony of 

Liberia, he would emancipate.from sixty to 
eighty slaves, and furnish them with a comfort- 

able outfit. Here then is an object worthy of 

the attention of the philanthropist. The colon- 

izationist and the anti-slavery advocate can 

unite in so benevolent a work; and we sin- 

cerely hope that the project may not fail for 

the want of adequate means. 

Fourth of July Collections.—It was the cus- 

tom a few years ago, and it was an appropri- 
ate and benevolent one, for the churches to 

take up collections for the Colonization cause on 

the Fourth of July. Some churches have per- 

severed in it, and we strongly recommend that 

the Presbyterian churches, particularly in Penn- 

sylvania, would, on the approaching National 
Anniversary, remember by their collections, the 

object above referred to, and transmit the 

amount to the Colonization office in Philadel- 

phia. Every fifty dollars raised will secure 

the emancipation and comfortable settlement of 

one slave in the colony. Let this be remem- 

bered. 

Presentment.—The Grand Jury of the city 

and county of Philadelphia, for May Term, 

1844, haye set forth, in their Presentment 

made to the Judges of the Court of Quarter Ses- 

sions, on the 15th inst. the causes of the late 

disturbances in Kensington, Philadelphia. We 
make the following extract from their Present- 

ment, in order that our readers may form their 

opinions of the facts in the case from their own 

language. 
+The Jury have been instructed by the Court 

10 inquire into the origin and cause which led to 
the recent gross violations of Jaw, and to present 
the first and Jast aggressors, if possible. Upon 

this branch of inquiry, and from all the facts 
which came under their notice, they have come 
to the following conclusions : 

« First.— That the origin of these riots may be 
attributed to the very imperfect manner in which 
the laws have been executed by the constituted 
authorities of the city and county of Philadel- 
‘phia for several years past, and more especially 
in the District of Kensington, crime having met 
with little rebuke and scarcely any punishinent. 
Emboldened bv this impunity the abandoned 
and vicious have been encouraged to hold the 
Jaw in contempt. 

** Second.—To the efforts of a portion of the 
community to exclude the Bible from our Pub- 
lic Schools. ‘The Jury are of opinion that these 
efforts in some measure gave rise to the forma- 
tion of a new party, which called and held pub- 
lic meetings in the District of Kensington, in the 
exercise of the sacred rights and privileges guar- 
enteed to every citizen by the Constitution and 
‘laws of our State and country, ‘These meetings 
were rudely disturbed and fired upon by a band 

_of lawless, irresponsible men, some of whom had 
resided in our country ouly for a short period. 
This outrage, causing the death of a number of 
our unoffending citizens, led to immediate retal- 
jation, and was followed up by subsequent acts 
of aggression in violation and open defiance * 
alllaw. 

** Acts of violence similiar in character, though 
- not equal in disaster to those which now press 
so painiully upon our attention, have thus be- 
come matters of frequent occurrence. The life, 

ce and property of the well-disposed citizen 
. ve been left to the mercies of the vile and law- 

_ The disturbance of public meetings for politi- 
eal, moral'or social purposes us well as those of 

_ a religious character, cannot be too severely con- 
-demned. ‘The right of all mankind to worship 
God according to the dictates of their own con- 

_<gciences, and that of peaceably assembling for 

| derdonk, Bishop as aforesaid, to call a special 

the expression of their opinions upon public af-} 

ed the battle ground, and heard from the mouth 

of a survivor, the recital of the events of that 

bloody day. The history was affecting, and as 

we stood over the graves of the fallen, we not 

only deplored the horrors of war, and the de- 

pravity from which the custom of human but- 

chery proceeds, but we could not avoid ex- 

claiming, “ Is this indeed the field of glory ?” 

On that spot the bodies of hundreds of soldiers 

were piled up and burned to ashes, the usual 

rites of sepulture being denied to them. Within 

that quiet and rural grave yard, lie the uncof- 

fined remains of the British and American offi- 

cers who fell on that dreadful day, without a 

stone to mark their last resting place or to per- 

petuate their names! They are forgotten, and 
their respective countries have not paid the 
poor tribute to their memory of distinguishing 

their graves by a memorial tablet which the 

poorest mourner usually erects over the sacred 

resting place of deceased friends. 1s this the 

glory of war, to die by violence with no sooth- 

ing affection to minister to poor human nature| 

in its extremity, to be thrown hastily into the 

grave, and to have no friend, no grateful coun- 

try to mark the spot? Surely the life of the 

soldier is hard enough, without the gloomy an- 

licipation of being thus unhonoured and forgot- 

ten in death. We left the field with melan- 
choly feelings, and with a deeper sense than 

ever of the factitious nature of that glory which 

is falsely ascribed to those who gallantly meet 

their fate at the cannon’s mouth. 

RESIGNATION OF Bishop ONDERDONK.— We 

stated last week that the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, 

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 

the Diocese of Pennsylvania, had tendered his 

resignation to the Standing Committee of that 

Diocese. The following document has since 

appeared in the Episcopal papers: 
To the Council of Advice of the Diocese of Pennsylvania: 

Reverend Brethren and Gentlemen—On ac- 
count of the state of my health, which has been 
much broken within these few years, and recent- 
ly still more so, I hereby declare my desire to 
resign the Episcopal Jurisdiction of the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. 

I part from the Diocese with feelings of sin- 
cere gratitude for the many kindnesses shown 
me, and of deep affection for both the clergy and 
laity; and with the fervent prayer, that the Di- 
vine Head of the Church will always have this 
branch of his kingdom in his holy keeping. 

As the consent of the Convention of this Dio- 
cese to the resignation I desire to make, may 
not, however, be given, according to the canon; 
and as I am satisfied in my own judgment that 
my health is so far permanently impaired as to 
preclude the expectation that ] shall hereafter be 
able to discharge the Episcopal duties of this ex- 
tensive Diocese, | further desire, that if the next 
Convention shall not give their consent to my 
resignation, the same Convention shall pro- 
ceed to the election of an Assistant Bishop of 
the Diocese. And for both these purposes it is 
my desire to have a Convention of the Diocese 
called, to be held at as early a day as the Canon 
permits. 

Witness my hand and seal, given at Philadel- 
phia, this fifth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 

(SEAL. ] H. U. OnpErpon«k, 
Bishop of Prot. Epis. Church in Pennsylvania. 

The following is from the Minutes of the 

Committee, 
«The Standing Committee of the Diocese of 

Pennsylvania, having received from the Right 
Reverend Henry U. Onderdonk, Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the United 
States, for the Diocese of Pennsylvania, a letter 
under his hand and seal, dated the Sth day o 
June, A. D., 1844, declaring his desire to resign 
his Episcopal Jurisdiction of the said Diocese. 
and further expressing his desire that if the next 
Convention of the Diocese shall not consent to 
the proposed resignation according to the Canon 
in that behalf, then the said Convention shall 
consider the expediency of electing an Assis- 
tant Bishop for this Diocese, and, if determin- 
ed on, that they shall carry the same into effect, 
and to act in relation thereto— 

The said Standing Committee do hereby ap- 
ply to the said Right Reverend Henry U. On- 

Convention of the Church in this State, to be 
held in St. Andrew’s Church, in the city of 
Philadelphia, on ‘Thursday, the 5th day of Se 
tember next, at six o’clock, P. M., to conside 
of the proposed resignation of the Episcopal Ju- 

the greatest magnitude by the founders of our li-| 

proms? to rebuke and punish crimes which). 

tion to be conducive to the good of the Church. 

Commencement, from the last Wednesday in| 

risdiction of this Diocese by the said oe 
and in case the said Convention shall not giv 

their consent to the same according to the Canon 
in that behalf, that then the said Convention 
shall consider the expediency of electing an As- 
sistant Bishop of this Diocese, and if determin- 
ed on, shall carry the same into effect, and act 
in relation thereto.” 

The following call for a special Convention} 
was accordingly issued. 

Whereas, the Standing Committee of the Dio- 
cese of Pennsylvania have, by act in writing 
duly certified, applied to me, Henry U. Onder- 
donk, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States, for the Diocese aforesaid, 
to call a special Convention of the Church in 
this State, to be held in St. Andrew’s Church, 
in the city of Philadelphia, on ‘Ihursday the 
fifth day of September next, at six o’clock, P.| y 
M., to consider of the proposed resignation of 
the Episcopal Jurisdiction of the said Diocese,| 
by me, the said Bishop, and in case the said 
Convention shall not give their consent thereto, 
according to the Canon in that behalf, that then 
the said Convention shall consider the expedi- 
ency of electing an assistant Bishop of this Dio- 
cese, and, if determined on, shall carry the 
same into effect, and act in relation thereto :— 

Now I the said Henry U. Onderdonk. Bishop 
as aforesaid, in conformity with the said appli- 
cation, do hereby call a Special Convention of 
the Church in this State, to be held at the time 
and place aforesaid, and for the purpuse and ob- 
jects aforesaid, judging the said special Conven- 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Philadelphia, this fifih day of 
June, in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four. 

SEAL. H. U. Onperponx, 
Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church in Pennsylvania. 

- 

Metruopist Cuurcu.—The Methodists resi- 

ding in Norfolk, Virginia, have recently had a 

meeting, and have passed strong resolutions in 

relation to the action of the General Conference 

in the case of Bishop Andrew, They declare 

the institution of slavery to be both scriptural 

and consistent with the discipline of the Church. 

They say— We regard the decision of the 

late General Conference in the case of Bishop 

Andrew, as an injury and insult to all Metho- 

dist slaveholders, and we hurl back upon the 

majority who have thus sought to degrade 

him, the expression of our utter disregard for 

their assumed excommunications, and our firm 

and unalterable purpose, is, to make his course 
ourown.” They call for an immediate sepa- 

ration from all ‘their’ Northern brethren, and 

approve the proposed plan of division. 

FoR Cuina.—Doctor Devan 

and lady, missionaries of the Baptist Church, 

sailed on the 19th inst., from New York, in the 

barque Valparaiso for Canton. Interesting reli- 

gious exercises were heldon board theship by the 

Rev. Dr. Cone and others. Mrs. Devan is the 

daughter of David Hale, Esq., of the Journal of 

Commerce. 
= 

Memorr oF THE Rev. Dr. Netrireron.— 

Friends of the late Dr. Nettleton, who have let- 

ters from him that would be useful to his biog- 

rapher, are requested to forward them to the 

Rev. Dr. Tyler, East Windsor, Connecticut. 

The report in relation to his bequest to the East 

Windsor Theological Institute of $25,000 is 

now said to be incorrect, 
— 

DEPosITION AND 
individual whose melancholy fall is officially 
announced below, was formerly known as 

Editor of the New York Evangelist. For some 
time past he has had a pastoral charge in the 
State of New Jersey. His connection with the 
Evangelist terminated in March 1843, when it 

was transferred to its present proprietors. 
Ata meeting of the Presbytery of Newark, 

[New-school | held on the 1 0th inst., charges were 
preferred against Nathaniel E. Johnson, of un- 
ministerial and unchristian conduct. 

Ist. In the use of intoxicating drinks to the ex- 
tent of actual drunkenness. 

2. In attending the theatre in the city of New- 
York at several different times, under circum- 
stances of peculiar aggravation. 

3. Of gross licentiousness. 
Mr. Juhnson having expressed his desire to 

forego the formalities of a regular process of 
trial, and having pleaded guilty to each of the 
charges above specified, the Presbytery resolved, 
unanimously, that he be deposed from the office 
of the gospel ministry, and excommunicated froin 
the communion of the Christian Church, 

Seymour, Stated Clerk. 
= 

FROM OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT.—NO. VIII, 
Prosecution of the abbe Maurette for his pamphlet, “ The 

Pope and the Gospel”’—interesting account of his conver- 

sion from Romanism—his resignation of the priest's office 
—probable reason of his being prosecuted—his destination| 
to a mission in the Canadas. | 

April 15th, 1844, 

Mr. Editor—I proceed to Jay before you in- 
formation respecting a new aflair, which occu-| 
pies a considerable degree of public attention, 
and excites the dissatistaction of many against 
the civil authoritv. ‘The tribunal of Foix, in 
the department of Arriége, has just ordered the 
seizure of a pamphlet recently published under 
the title of ‘ne Pope anv THE GospeL,” by 
J.J. Maurette, a resigned priest; and the au- 
thor of this pamphlet is about to be tried, and 
most probably condemned. 

I think I mentioned the abbé Maurette to you, 
on a former occasion. He left the Roman 
church much about the sane time, and for the 
same reasons, a8 the abbé Bruitie. M. Mau- 
rette published a pamphlet, as M. Bruitte did, 
explanatory of the motives of his change ; and 
this publication is now the subject of a legal pro- 
secuiion. I did not mention this pamphlet 
sooner, because, having told you about M. Bru- 
itte’s, to which it has so many points of resem- 
blance, I feared that 1 might have the appear- 
ance of repetition. But. now that it has become 
a conspicuous object of public atiention, I think 
I ought to give you some information concerning 
it, more especially as it is much superior to the 
other, and comprises in particular, sume details 
respecting the conversion of M. Maurette, which 
will be interesting to your readers, 

Observe the account which this respectable 
priest gives of his change: ** Trained up from 
my tenderest infancy in the religious principles 
of the Roman church, I adhered to the practice 
of them, during the whole of my youth, with 
the greatest punctuality ; [ might even say that 
in this I found satisfaction and happiness. ‘I‘o 
fail in attending to this was to bring trouble into 
my soul. | | 

** Full of veneration for the priest, I imagined 
I saw in him, if not God himself, at least his 
chosen; entrusted with the decrees of heaven ; 
trampling luxury, indulgence, and all the plea- 
sures of earth under his feet; pouring into the 
lap of misery the precious remains of his own 
sustenalce, mitigating their sorrows, drying up 
their tears, and bringing into every family har- 
mony and peace, Such, dear reader, is the idea 
] had formed of a priest. ‘This idea led me to 
an earnest desire of his profession and position. 
It hurried me away at the age of twenty, to the 
illustrious seminary of ‘J’oulouse, where I pur- 
sued my theological studies. In consequence 
of the erection of the bishopric of Pamiers, my| 

fellow-students and I, of the department of 
Arriége, were obliged, in 1825S, to leave this 
place of retreat, and repair to the seminary of 
our new diocese, which we entered on the 6th 
of November, and where, in the same year, at 
Christmas, [ was ordained a priest. From that 
period, I have been constantly engaged in ofli- 
ciating in parishes, without incurring the small- 
est censure from my superiors; while, every 
where, interdicis have fallen at my side, on the 
heads of one or other of my fellow-members of 
the priesthood. 

‘¢ Thrown into the ranks of the ministry, it 
was a matter of course, that I sbould enter into 
relations of intimacy with the priests, and I al- 
ways improved my short seasons of leisure in 
visiting those who were located in my vicinity. 
ery soon I perceived how false the idea was, 

which I had formed, of a priest; for instead of 
seeing in him the man of God, I perceived in 
general, in that body which I thought divine, 
only men who were lovers of themselves, 
thinking only of their temporal accommodations, 
the greater part neglecting the rule concerning 
vigils, making merry after a good dinner in 
singing songs against the pope and the doctrine 
of purgatory, holding forth among the people 
superstitious doctrines which they afterwards 
ridiculed in private, discharging in a heartless 
and perfunctory manner the duties of their min- 
istry; neither believing the dogma of the real 
presence, nor that of indulgences; turning into 
ridicule the poor and ignorant people, who came 
to whisper in their ears, the narrative of their 
weaknesses ; mutually decrying and criminating 
one another. After several years of conversa- 
tional intercourse with them, and observing that 
their conduct was so little conformed to the gos- 
pel, I could not but admit, that the glittering 
Stones of the sanctuary were bedimmed, that the 
salt of the earth had lost its savour, that the 
lamps of Israel were extinguished. Considering 
the little faith and charity which reigned among 
the priests, I asked myself, I asked both priests 
and laymen who shared in my astonishment— 
‘Is religion only for the poor ?’ 

** Very soon, doubts possessed my mind; and 
for the sake of my own inward tranquillity, I 
‘resolved to go out of my parish as seldom as 
possible. But now, the priests accused me of 
wishing to make myself singular, and taxed me 
with avarice, because | shunned attendance at 
their entertainments. 

‘*Meanwhile, my doubts increased; I felt 
that I was falling into a state of indifference.— 
At the time of a clerical recess, I unfolded my 
State to a vicar-general, and, afterward, to an 
aged and well-informed priest. ‘The first paid 
scarcely any atiention to whatI told him, and 
from the weakness of the reasons he adduced, 
he seemed to me to participate in my doubts. 
The second was perfectly sincere; for he told 
me frankly, that he, for his part, had never be- 
lieved in the real presence, or in the existence of 
a purgatory: but since the church had estab- 
lished her doctrines, it was necessary to sustain 
them among the people. This declaration, made 
by this experienced priest, pierced me to the 
soul, and caused me to make the most serious 
reflections on the ignoble game, which, in 
the quality of priests, we had to play in this 
world, before God, and in the view of well-in- 
formed men. 

‘‘While these things were passing, I learned 
that the Archbishop of ‘Toulouse had assailed 
the Christians of the Reformed Church. in his 
diocese, and that they had responded to the at- 
tack. ‘Two of my fellow priests and myself 
agreed to procure the two replies made by the 
Reformed Christians to the prelate, and also the 
anonymous answer which had been addressed 
to them. ‘This controversy made us acquainted 
with other works, which convinced us that the 
Roman religion, as it now exists, is purely a reli- 
gion of forms, (un pur formalisme,) and that 
Christians of the Reformed Church walk in the 
torch-light of the gospel. ‘These blessed books 
showed us, that in our theological schools, we 
had been fed with funlitioe, faleehoods, and su- 
perstitions; that we were erroneously styled 
priests, since, for more than eighteen centuries, 
the office must needs have had no existence; 
fur we find not a single passage in the Gospel, 
to show that Jesus instituted or ordained any ex- 
piatory sacrifice. Christ alone is priest. By 
his death upon. the cross, the divine Saviour 
abolished every kind of sacrifice. By him, as 
he says himself, John xix. 30, all is consumma- 
ted. ‘Ihe reading of those works taught us that 
the unbloody sactifice of the mass is useless and 
illusory, according to the saying of the Apos- 
tle to the Hebrews, (Heb. ix. 22.) «Without the 
shedding of blood, there is no remission’’ of 
sins. Besides, no man can merit, gain or pur- 
chase heaven by it; fur the Apostle tells us in 
his epistle to the Ephesians, (ii. 8. 9.) ‘* For 
by grace you are saved through faith, and this} 
not of yourselves: for it is the gift of God; not 
of works, that no man may glory.”—(R. C. 
version. ) 

‘¢ Being thus instructed in the true Christian 
faith, I thought myself bound in conscience, to 
preach it, both in public and in private. My 
parishioners were so well satisfied with it, that 
that they could not refrain from testifying their 
satisfaction to the inhabitants of the ‘neighbour- 
ing communes. ‘These made so much noise 
about it, that it roused their priests. ‘They 
drew up a complaint against me, in consequence 
of which the bishop summoned me to appear at 
a congregation, [ or spiritual court of the diocese, | 
where, after the reading of the complaint, | was 
under obligation to reply to each of the grievan- 
ces alleged against me. ‘The bishop's council 
thought that they saw evidence in my conduct 
of a meditated system of opposition. ‘They en- 
deavoured to detect it, and for this end, some- 
times employed mildness, and sometimes inti- 
midation. Atthe close of the session, his lord- 
ship offered me his hand, but having litte 
confidence in this token of affection, I fore- 
saw that ere long I would be immolated. 

*¢ Convinced that hitherto I had been nursed 
in error, and being unable to teach it any longer 
to the people, I got ready to desist from exerci- 
sing the functions of a priest, and to lay aside, 
for ever, the ornaments which the sacerdotal 
caste has borrowed from pagans and idolaters. 
I requested to be received into the only Chris- 
tian church, which professes the religion of Je- 
sus Christ, such as he appointed it. 
months afterward, I received a visit from a min- 
ister of the holy gospel ; twenty-one of my pa- 
rishioners repaired to the parsonage in the even- 
ing of his arrival, and the venerable minister, 
Charlier, after having conversed with us a few 
moments, edified us by the prayer which he ad- 
dressed to God. 

‘The design of this meeting reached the ears 
of I know not what priest. All the parsonages 
were uneasy, ‘The bishop’s court, itself, was 
troubled. An order was issued to the curé of 
the district, to repair to the spot, and institute an 
inquest on the subject. ‘The curé of Foix 
thought this mission troublesome and danger- 
ous ; fur to call Protestants to account, is not the 
gift of the first priest you may meet. ‘The or- 
der, however, is issued, and must be /executed. 
The delegate, therefore, takes the road; but in 
proportion to his progress, his courage diminishes. 
Sad and disconcerted, he goes down to the house 
of the parish priest of St. Pierre, ex-professor of 
philosophy and theology. He requests him to ac- 
cept the terrible mission, with which, to his 
great regret, he had been charged. ‘The abbé 
Pujol, for along time my friend, yields to the 
importunity of the curé. He departs: he ar- 
rives at my house, and accosts me with that 
smile which is so natural to him. He informs 
me of the purpose of his visit, and of the con- 
sternation into which | had thrown the high 
churchmen of Arriége, by receiving into my 
house a Protestant minister, and uniting with 
him and some of my parishioners in prayer to 
God. After a friendly, although serious conver- 
sation, the abbé told me, that he could not avoid 
making his report. I gave him full liberty on 
this point; and in order to shelter myself from 

About twol. 

the interdict which the bishop proposed to is- 

sue against me, I prepared my resignation a8 a 
priest of the Roman church, and of my member- 
ship in that church. | 

** Having prepared my act of resignation, I 
believed it my duty to keep it till the moment 
in which I should be attacked by my superiors ; 
but the attack did not keep me waiting for it. 
On the 10th of March, I received aletter which 
a priest, whom I shall not name, kindly ad- 
dressed to me, to inform me that the bishop had 
arrived at Foix the previous evening; that on 
the same day, he had held along conversation 
with the prefect; that next Gay he would issue 
an interdict against me, in the presence of a 
‘dozen priests, who were already invited ; that a 
letter of invitation would be forwarded to myself, 
if I had not received it already ; and that in case 
of refusal to appear, or of subsequent resistance 
on my part, the mounted police would be placed 
at his lordship’s disposal. My fellow priest 
closed his letter with advising me to be submis- 
sive and obedient. 

‘*I bless God, dear reader, for leading this 
clergyman thus to write to me; as he rendered 
me a signal service in announcing to me all the 
measures which the bishop was pursuing. I 
felt then, that the moment fur making use of my 
act of resignation had arrived. ‘The bishop was 
at Foix ; and considering all the precautions he 
had taken, I thought proper to address my re- 
signation to him at Pamiers, persuaded that by 
acting thus, I should render all his proceedings 
and preparations ridiculous. 

‘+ As Abbé * * * had warned me, I received, 
on the morning of 11th March, about 8 o'clock, 
the bishop’s letter, conceived in the following 
terms 

‘* Sir—T here are in circulation in these parts, 
some reports which deeply afflict me. Nobody 
has it in his power to give me the necessary in- 
formation in regard to them, better than your- 
self, 

‘‘T came to Foix yesterday evening, and I 
shall reinain until you come yourself, and fur- 
nish me with some indispensable explanations. 
Please to set out on sight of this letter; the ex- 
press who carries it to you, las orders to wait 
for you. Make no delay ; I must return to Pa- 
miers as soon as possible. 

‘* Receive, sir, my humble salutations. 
t G. J. Bishop of Pamiers.” 

Reply to the Bishop. 
** My Lord—I have the honour to inform you, 

that, yesterday evening, I had a letter mailed at 
Foix, which contains all the information that 
your lordship needs. At this moment, the said 
letter has undoubtedly reached its destination, 
where your lordship will find it, when you judge 
it proper to return to your palace. I am, &c. &c. 

MAURETTE.”’ 

After this comes a letter from the bishop in 
reply to the resignation of the Abbé Maurette, 
and a rejoinder by the Abbé in justification of 
the step he had taken. 

In the second part of the pamphlet, the Abbe 
explains to the reader, in detail, the reasons of 
his leaving the Roman church, and exhibits the 
errors which reign in that communion. There 
is nothing new, indeed, in that part of M. Mau- 
rette’s publication ; but he treats his subject in a 
solid and instructive manner, and constantly 
supports himself by the testimony of Scripture. 

What, then, you will ask, has provoked the 
severity of the civil authority against this pam- 
phlet? Itis this. ‘The French law is extreme- 
ly severe against the offence of the press, known 
under the uname of defumation. A report of 
facts is permitted; but it is not permitted to 
pass a judgment on personal character, even 
although it could be justified by the evidence of 
facts. Without any doubt, the principle of this 
law is good; but the application of it is, of ne- 
cessity, sufficiently arbitrary. ‘There are cer- 
tain expressions in the Abbé’s pamphlet, which 
may be considered as injurious to the priests, 
and probably the strongest of these expressions 
are contained in that fragment which we have 
quoted. But in the Abbé Bruitte’s pamphlet, 
there were sayings still stronger: ond yet he 
was not prosecuted. Especially, in the contro- 
versial pamphlets written by Roman Catholics, 
there are much stronger expressions, and by 
far more injurious ; but neither is there a word 
said by any one about prosecuting them. But 
a peculiar circumstance renders the civil autho- 
rily, just at present, more jealous. It is because, 
by the help of this same Jaw. the Abbé Comba- 
lot has recently been condemned for having 
written against the university, and the profes- 
sors it employs. ‘This, probably, is the true 
reason of their willingness to condemn M. Mau- 
reite, in order that the party siding with the 
bishops, who, at present, occasion much per- 
plexity to government, may not have room to 
complain, that the law is applied against their 
friends, and not against their adversaries. 

What proves this to be really the design of 
the civil authority, is that there is no attempt 
made at all, to touch the person of M. Mau- 
rette; and no wish that he should step forward 
to defend his cause. On the contrary, they do 
as much as they can, to avoid whatever might 
give notoriety to the affair. M. Maurette is, at 
this moment, on the point of departing to Cana- 
da, as a missionary. Now, a newspaper, friend- 
ly to government, has taken care to publish that 
he has already departed; adding that he has 
left, before he could have known that his pam- 
phlet was made a subject of prosecution. I 
know, besides, from a credible source, that the 
most influential men of the court, which will 
give judgment in this affair, do what they can 
among M. Maurette’s friends to prevent him 
from appearing in defence. 

It is probable that he will not appear. ‘The 
greater part of his friends are of opinion that, 
instead of becoming a prisoner for some time, 
and suffering the imposition of a heavy fine, 
which would burden our churches without ap- 
parent utility, it is preferable that he should go 
and preach the gospel in Canada; the more so, 
because the trial will take place in a small city, 
little known, condemnation is certain, and it is 
not likely that he would be at liberty to pro- 
duce evidence in support of the expressions com- 
plained of, however true they may be. 

For the rest, M. Maurette is esteemed by 
every body for his piety, prudence, and can- 
dour; and I hope that if France lose in him so 
interesting a man, Canada will gain in him a 
faithtul, humble labourer, in the cause of the 
Redeemer. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Tue Brotruer ann Sister, and other Tales, by Mrs, 

Ellis. New York, 1844: James Langley. pp. 216. 16mo. 

These Tales have been selected from the Juvenile 
Scrap Books published as Annuals in England, and are 
now presented to youthful readers in a cheap and more 
convenient form. They bear the impress of all the works 
of this estimable authoress—the communication of moral 
and religious truth in a furm at once attractive and im- 
pressive, ‘The volume contains thirteen tales, none ot 
them tvo long to be read by a child at one sitting, and 

all calculated to cultivate the taste, and improve the heart, 

Tue Rist ano Procress oF RELIGION IN THE SouL, by 
P. Doddridge, D.D, From the last London edition, 
Philadelphia, 1844: W. A, Leary. pp. 326, 16mo. 
It is truly gratifying to find that, notwithstanding the 

numerous editions of this valuable work published by the 
American Tract Society, the Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication, .and individual publishers, there is still encour- 
agement fur another. Mr. Leary has done well for the 
public, in bringing outa neat, correct, and cheap edition 
of this masterpiece of practical divinity; and we trust he 
will find he has done equally well for himself. 

Tut Book trHat witt Surr You, or a word for every 
one, by the Rev, James Smith, New York, 1844: 

M. W. Dodd, pp, 349. 16mo. 
The quaintness of this title caused us to open this book 

with some degree of suspicion that it was one of those 
bovks “ got up” for sale, which depend more on a catch- 
ing title, than on their intrinsic merit, for public favour, 
But we were agreeably disappointed. ‘The volume con- 
sists of one hundred brief, puinted, comprehensive, and 
truly evangelical addresses, or reflections, founded on as 
many passages of Scripture, relating to every stage of 
Christian experience, and to every class and condition of 
readers, ‘The languaye is simple as it should be, fur a 
work intended to “ suit all.” None, we think, can read 

For the Presbyterian. 

FOURTH OF JULY SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRA- 

We come! we come! a joyful band, 
Arrayed in smiles to-day, 

Still greeting as we travel on 

Fresh numbers by the way ; 

And winding by the greenwood side, 

Still swells our little host, 

And multitudes are gathering fast, 
Our country’s pride and boast. 

The Sunday Schools! the Sunday Schools! 
We gaily pass along, 

With banners bright spread to the breeze, 

With music and with song ; 
We haste the day to celebrate, 

Which our forefathers hailed, 

Who fought and bled in freedom’s cause, 

And gloriously prevailed. 

We hold the blessed Bible as 

Our charter and our shield, 

Its precepts and its promises, 

A powerful sword to wield. 
With freeborn minds, and bounding hearts, 

We prize its sacred truth, 

For comfort in declining age ; 

Our guide in early youth. 

O holy book ! O happy day ! 

May unborn millions stand, 

Surrounded by these bulwarks strong, 

Throughout this happy land ; 

Nor tyrant’s rod, nor despot’s power 

Deprive us of our right, 

To serve our country and our God, 

In freedom’s blessed light. 

The Sunday Schools! the Sunday Schools ! 
Blest be the wond’rous plan ! 

So strong its power, so fraught with love, 
Descending down to man! 

The Bible and the Sunday School 
Our bulwark firm shall be, 

To guard our rights, maintain our laws, 

Preserve our liberty. 

And when we stand on Zion’s heights, 

In the bright werld above, 

Where golden harps are sounding forth 

The Saviour’s dying love ; 

The Bible and the Sunday School ! 

Our anthems still shall be, 

For they have led our wandering feet, 

O Lord, to Heaven and thee ! 
Monica. 

Wilmington, Del. 

Reported for the Presbyterian. 

ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL RERORT OF THE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The Report sets out by describing a most im- 
portant and interesting experiment made by the 

Board during the last year, to ascertain how far 

the churches could all be induced to support the 

cause of education. Comprehensive plans were 
laid by the officers to carry the subject into every 
congregation in our connexion ; and more than 
FORTY ministers were enlisted gratuitously, in 
attempting to carry out these plans. ‘The re- 
sult of the experiment deserves the serious con- 

sideration of every friend of our church. While 

they were so far successful as to procure contri- 

butions from a larger number of churches than 
ever before, and to diffuse wider a feeling of 
kindness and confidence in the object, yet it 

seems that far more than half of all our churches 
could not be induced to contribute in any way 
to the support of the cause. An agency was of- 
fered, free of all expense, and, therelore, free 
from the objections heretofore urged on that 
score ; but without effect. ‘The true difficulty is 
found to exist not in our machinery for benevo- 
lent operations, nor yet in the expense of the 
agency system, but in the state of the churches 
themselves, and the unwillingness of their offi- 
cers to admit their several schemes of benevo- 
lence to be presented to the people. 

The Report forcibly urges upon the attention 
of the General Assembly the two following ob- 
jects, viz. First and mainly, to secure the 
thorough and efficient instruction of the people, 
from the pulpit, touching the origin, history, 
principles, and claims of the several objects of 
religious benevolence, so that every one may 
understand them, pray for them, and support 
them, on the ground of deliberate and enlightened 
religious feeling. And 2d, ‘To devise some sim- 
ple and practicable means of gathering the con- 
tributions, by personal application to each, of all 
the members of all our churches, and, as far as 
possible, of our congregations, including the 
poor as well as the rich. 

In regard to Candidates, the Board have 
been signally blessed. ‘Ihe number of new can- 
didates received during the last year has been 
NINETY-NINE, making the whule number within 
the year FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHT; and the 
whole number from the organization of the 
Board, ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY-NINE. Of the present number there 
were in their theological course, . 135 
In twenty-four Colleges, . 184 
In twenty-nine Academies, « & 
Under private tuition, . 

Total, ‘ 408 

The reports of auxiliaries were unusually de- 
fective in consequence of the remoteness of the 
Assembly ; otherwise these numbers would hav 
been considerably larger. 

‘l'HIRTY-NINE beneficiaries have finished their 
studies ; the great majority of whom have gone 
into the missionary field, either abroad or at 
home. It is an exceedingly interesting fact, 
that three-fourths of aj] our devoted and useful 
missionaries have been educated by this Board in 
whole or in part. 

ELEVEN of the candidates have ceased to need 
the aid of the Board: and no less than Five have 
been called away, in all the freshness and brilli- 
ant hopes of early manhood, from the toils and 
responsibilities of earth to the retributions of 
eternity. 

Unusual pains have been taken to elevate 
the standard of qualification, required of benefi- 
ciaries, Yen have been dropped for various 
causes; all but one, however, in the first stage 
of their course. ‘I'wo liad received nothing at 
all, and the others are under pledge to re- 
fund the small sun:s paid to them severally. 

The Board strongly urge upon the Presbyte- 
ries to sift thoroughly every applicant for aid, 
before he is recommended to their care; and 
upon teachers to report rigidly the precise stand- 
ing of the students under their care, and ad- 
monish faithfully every delinquency that may 
occur. 

The Board express the decided opinion that 
the security both from imposture and incapacity 
on the part of their beneficiaries has greatly in- 
creased, and the standard of character is steadily 
rising with theexperience which the church is 
acquiring year by year in the work of educa- 
lion. 

‘I'he Treasurer’s Report shows the total 
amount of resources fur the year to be $33,419. 
The payments for the same time were $31,080. 
29, leaving a balance of $2,338.73. ‘There 
were dralis due, hewever, which would more 
than absurb this balance. 

The Prospects of the Board are at once 
encouraging and critical. ‘The number of ean- 
didates has increased from 218 to 408; and the 
receipts of the Board from $19,000 to $31,000 

this little volume carefully, without beivg profited. within three years. Rapid as this expansion of 

their resources has been, it will be seen that it 
does not keep equal with the additions to 
the roll of beneficiaries. If God should bless 
us as he has done, with the gift of pious and 
promising young men, it will require a further | 
increase of receipts, during the next year, of five 
to nine thousand dollars. \t is a ‘question of 
solemn mnoment, whether the church will fur- 
nish that amount, She has been praying the 
Lord of the harvest to send forth Jabour- 
ers into his harvest; and has sulemuly recorded 
the pledge, that all whom He sends shall be edu- 
cated for the work. Shall she now reverse 
those prayers and take back that pledge? Has 
the harvest all been reaped, and are the labour- 
ers no longer needed? Never since the first pro- 
clamation of mercy to sinners, has this dark and 
dying world swod before the church in a 
posture more affecting, to demand at her hands 
the bread of eternal life. Just as certainly as 
God has suspended the salvation of the world on 
the preaching of the cross, so certainly isa min- 
istry of apostolic spirit, the grand peculiar want 
of the age. And has the church reached the ut- 
most limit of her resources in the work of train- 
ing such a ministry? With fifteen hundred 
churches, and one hundred thousand sworn 
friends of the Redeemer never yet enlisted in 
this cause, it cannot be that we are prepared to 
throw back upon the Lord of the Harvest, young 
men of piety and promise, whom he has sent in 
answer to our prayers to be educated for the 
work. No: with a noble band of gifted and de- 
voted youth, burning with a desire to preach the 
gospel, and with a perishing world at our feet 
pleading for immortal life, the purchase of our 
Master’s blood, we cannot withhold the means 
to train them all fur this holy service, were they 
ten-fold in number what they are. 

For the Presbyterian. 

COLEMAN’S CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIES. 
PRINCETON, /pril 27, 1844. 

Rev. and Dear Sir—I thank you for the copy 
of your truly valuable work on the Apostolical 
and Primitive Church, which you were so good 
as to send me. I had purchased and read the 
volume some weeks before the arrival of this 
copy ; and I feel myself very much your debtor 
fur the instructive and able manner in which 
you have executed your task. You have, in my 
opinion, fully demonstrated that Prelacy ean 
find no support whatever, either in scripture or 
primitive usage. It is not, 1 am deliberately 
persuaded, more indubitably plain, from the 
word of God, and from early Christian antiqui- 
ty, that éransubstantiation and the worship of 
images are mere human inventions, than you 
have made it clearly to =ppear, that diocesan 
Episcopacy was superinduced on parochial 
Episcopacy, by clerical pride and ambition, long 
after the Apostolic age. So far us the general 
scope of your volume goes, I entirely concur 
with you, and rejoice in its appearance as a pub- 
lication of importance and of sterling value. 

I think, too, very dear sir, that considering 
your situation and your purpose, you judged 
wisely in not allowing yourself to dwell on the 
points of difference between Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists. ‘There is certainly common 
ground enough between these two denomina- 
tions to admit of their acting with united efforts 
against the unscriptural and Popish claims of 
sume modern Prelatists ;—claims which every 
friend of true religion ought to regard with very 
much the same abhorrence with which he has 
long regarded the unfounded and anti-christian 
claims of “the man of sin, the son of perdition.”’ 
It is gratifying to know that many of the adhe- 
rents to Prelacy in our country view the preten- 
sions of some of their own denomination with 
as much abhorrence as we do. I feel thankful 
that you have been enabled to add so powerful a 
battery to the armaments previously prepared 
against that unhallowed citadel. 

Although it was, perhaps, wise, as I before 
said, to avoid all discussion of points in regard 
to which Presbyterians and Congregationalists 
differ from each other ; yet I hope you will par- 
don me for thinking that an appropriate use of 
some of these points might have added to the 
strength of your argument against Prelacy. Our 
Episcopal ** dissenters” from the scriptural and 
primitive form of church order, rely and boast 
much on finding in several early Christian wri- 
lers mention made of three orders of church of- 
ficers—Bishops, Elders, and Deacons, as if 
they did not know that this precise number, and 
these precise ¢i/les of officers are found in every 
Presbyterian church. If the Primitive Church 
was, as I for one, fully believe, strictly Presby- 
terian in its order, then every worshipping as- 
sembly had a Bishop—a bench of Ruling Elders 
or Presbyters, a plurality of Deacons tw ** serve 
tables.” Ofcourse, a Presbyterian writer of 
that period, if he undertook to give an account 
of the officers in his own church, could not fail, 
whether he wrote in Greek or Latin, to employ 
the same enumeration and the same titles which 
have been the ground of so much unfounded and 
strange confidence in prelatical circles. If with 
this simple key they were to unlock the store- 
houses of several of the early writers whom they 
now quote as decisive witnesses for prelacy, 
they would instanily perceive that they bear 
witness only for Presbyterianism. But I hope 
you will not understand me as complaining that 
you have not made use of Presbyterian weapons, 
You have in my opinion, employed other wea- 
pons quite sufficient to destroy all the claims of 
Prelacy to be a scriptural or primitive institution 
I most heartily wish there was a copy of your 
work in every Presbyterian family in the United 
States. 

I ain, reverend and dear sir, with great respect, 
your friend and brother iu the Gospel, 

MILrer. 

From the Colonization Herald. 

ADDRESS TO CLERGYMEN. 
‘The approach of the National Anniversary of 

the freedom and Independence of these United 
States, while it calls fur devout gratitude on the 
part of the American people at large, ought to 
elicit, at the same time, good wishes and good 
deeds in favour of those less happily circumstan- 
ced than themselves. By a lamentable anoma- 
ly, there are in the midst of us large numbers 
of our population who, in many places, are in 
a state of servitude, and, in others, though pro- 
claimed to be free in the eye of the law, they | 
are in fact socially disfranchised. For all the 
members of this unfortunate class we solicit 
your prayers, your counsel, and your active as- 
sistance: but we do not ask you to lose sight 
for a moment of your clerical functions, by en- 
gaging in the strife of politics, combating error 
with passion, and attempting to change by ve- 
hement denunciation, the constitution and laws 
of the land. We do intreat, however, the in- 
fluence of your names and official stations in the 
Church to measures having the sanction of both 
law and gospel, for the furtherance of a plan of 
enlarged benevolent and Christian teaching, 
which the experience of the last quarter of a 
century has proved to be admirably adapted, 
and practically applicable to elevate the charac- 
ter and alter permanently, and for good, the 
fortunes of the negro, not only on this conti- 
nent, but in Africa, and throughout the world. 

Every Christian, every person of even com- 
mon humanity, wishes to see the accursed slave 
trade abolished; but vain are all wishes, vain 
the combined efforts of all Christendom, so long 
as the shores of Western Africa are accessible 
to the slaver. ‘The only certain preventive is, 
the occupation of the entire line of the Western 
coast corresponding with Central Africa, the 
land proper of the black race, by settlements of 
civilized and Christian people. Already, under 
the auspices of Colonization Societies in the 
United States, have such settlements been made, 
with the effect of excluding the slave trade from 
a line of cuast extending to upwards of one hun- 
dred miles. Colonel Roberts, the Governor of 
Liberia, himself a coloured gentleman, and one 
of the earliest settlers, who is now on a visit to 
the United States, declares that the sum of 
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