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REMARKS

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDING ON THE MONTHLY CONCERT IN PRAYER.

BY SAMUEL

IN the heart of every real Christian there is
no sentiment more firmly fixed, or more ha.
bitually recognised, than that of his entire
dependance on God for every blessing, and
the necessity of unceasing prayer for all
that he nceds. Man can, in his own wisdom,
devise nothing aright; he can, in his own
strength, accomplish nothing. It is not by
human might or power, but by the Spirit of
the living God that anything truly good is
ever done towards promoting the spiritual
interests of individuals or of mankind. In
his hands are the hearts of all men, and ** he
can turn them whithersoever he pleaseth, as
the rivers of waters are turned.” We may
devise the most promising plans for doing
good ; we may gather round us the most
ample mcans for carrying our plans into cf.
fect ;—and yet, after all, unless He with
whom is the residue of the Spirit shall add
his blessing, and make the mcans effcctual,
all will be vain. “ Paul may plant, and
Apollos may water, but God alone can give
the incrcase. He that planteth is nothing,
and he that watcreth is nothing ; but God
that showeth mercy.”

This sense of our dependance for all good,
on the power and grace of God, is essential
to the spirit of true religion. Until we have
some real, practical impression of it, we
cannot either sincerely or rationally approach
God in prayer, or cherish those sentiments
which become us as sinners indebted to frec
and sovercign grace for every blessing.
Hence we are exhorted to * pray without
ccasing ;" to ‘‘ pray always with all prayer
and supplication, in the spirit;” and, *in
everything by prayer and supplication with
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thanksgiving to make known our requests
to God.” And, accordingly, we find the
pious, in all ages, acknowledging their de-
pendance; imploring with humble importu-
nity the blessings of which they felt their
nced ; and confcssing their utter inability to
gain them by their own wisdom or strength,
But further, not only do we find the pious
represented, throughout the Bible history, as
importunately praying for the supply of their
own wants, but also as interceding for their
friends and brethren, and indecd for the
whole Church of God, and for the world of
mankind. This duty is founded on the di.
vine injunction; and also on the fact, that
cvery human being is bound to seck the
happiness of his race, and of course, is
every Christian peculiarly bound to desire
and endeavour to promote the welfare of
the whole human family, and especially of
all who belong to ** the household of faith.”
And it shows the wisdom as well as the be.
nignity of our God, that the discharge of
this duty is always adapted to carry with
it its own reward. The more we feel and
pray for our fellow.men, and above all, the
more wo feel and pray for the enlargement
of the Redecmer’s kingdom, for the return
of our revolted world to God and happiness,
the more our benevolence is increased ; the
more we resemble our Father in hcaven ;
and, of course, thie more our own spiritual
improvement and happincss are promoted.
But not only is intercession a duty in-
cumbent upon every Christian, and a duty
adapted to carry a rich benefitalong with its
discharge ; but it is cqually evident that

UNION IN PRAYER is at once commanded,
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reasunable, and dclightful.  We are express- ”
ly commanded t pray for one unother,
James v. 16; and, if ull who belong to
Christ are ** one body in Him ;" ** und mem.
bers one of another; if, when one member
suffers, all the mcmbers suffer with it
and when one mcember rejoices, all the
members rejoice with it it follows that all
who really belong to that body, must and!
will delight in rocial, united prayer ; prayer
in which the flume of love, kindling from,
heart to heart, ehull rise to the mercy seat
with u brighter und wurmer affection.

Accordingly our Master in heuven, in a |
varicty of instances in his word, has recog. !
niscd both the duty und the encouragement
of this union in prayer on the part of his
people. “ I eay unto you, that if any two
of you shall agree vn eurth touching any.
thing that they shall a:k, it ¢hall be done
for them of my Father which is in heaven.”
Matt. xviii. 19. And not only have we
this explicit promise, but the exnmple of
such praycrs; and the remarkable success
with which they were crowned, in the in-
spircd history, are as numerous us they are
striking. When the ancient Church was
threatened with destruction by the conspir
acy of wicked Human, the pious Esther,
being warned by Murdecai of the impend
ing danger, sent word to the whole body of
the Jewish people to spend three days in
united fasting and supplication to God for
deliverance.  They did so ; and by the most

wondcrful dispensation of Providence, they
were dclivered from the power of thvir ene-
mics. When Duniel was called upon by
the king of Babylon to interpret that king's
forgotten dream, he engaged a number of
his pious fricnds to unite with him in prayer
that he might be enubled to comply with the
king’s order ; and that was revealed to him,
which all the wise men and astrologers of
the Babylonish court sought to find out in
vain. So when the prophet Ezekiel pre-
dicted that the house of Israel was * about
to be cleansed from all her iniquities, to have
her waste places built up, and her ruins to
become like the garden of Eden,” he sub.
Joins in the next chapter, * yet, thus saith
the Lord, I will be inquired of by the housc
of Israel to do it for them.” Ezekiel xxxvi
37. In the same strain does the pro

phet Jsaiah call upon the people of God to
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he importunate in praying for spiritual mer.
cics: ** Ye that make mention of the Lord,
keep notsilence, and give him no rest, till he
estublish, and till he muke Jerusalem a
praise in the earth,” Ixii. 7. In like manner,
vhen the apostle Pefer was thrown into
prison by Herod, the bloody tyrant, unceas.
ing praycr was made by the Church for his
deliverance; and while they were actually
cngaged in supplications on his behalf, he
was miraculously brought out of prison, and
huppily conducted to the very pluce where
his friends were enguged in interceding for
him. It-was evidently in answer to extra-
ordinary and united prayer that the lsrael.
ites in the wilderness were made victorious
over the army of Amalek. It was in an.
swer to cxtraordinary and united prayer that
the immense army of the haughty king of
Asryria, which threatened the destruction
of God’s people in the dayw of Hezckih,
was dcestroyed in a eingle night. It is de.
clarvd by the prophcts Jeremiak and Daniel,
to have been in answer to extraordinary
and united praycr that God's ancient people
were restored from the Babylonish captivity
to theirown land. And it isequally evident
that it was in answer to spccial and united
prayer, in conformity with the Saviour's
command, that, after tarrying in Jerusslem
a number of days, and spending their time
in fervent supplication for the Holy Spirit to
be poured out upon them from on high, the
day of Pentecost brought enlargement and
glory on the persecuted and struggling
Church.

It was a deep persuasion of the reality
and importance of these considerations which
led to the commencement of that coxcerr
IN PRAYER, on the first Monday of every
month, which has been so long observed by
u large portion of the Protestant churches
in this country and in Europe, and which it
is a leading object of these pages to recom-
mend to the aitention and observance of
those who profess to love the Redeemer’s
kingdom.

This plan of stated union in prayer for
the revival of religion, and for the spread of
the gospel, was commenced in the Cruvrcu
oF ScoTLAND, almost exactly one hundred
years ago.

In the month of October, 1744, a num-
ber of Ministers in Scotland, taking into
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consideration the state of God's church, and
of the world of mankind, * did judge, that
the Providence of God, at such a day, loud.
ly called such as wcro concerned for the
welfare of Zion to united and extraordinary
supplications to the God of ull grace, suita-
bly acknowledging Him as the fountain of
all spiritual bencfits and blessings in his
church; and earneatly besceching him,
that e would appear in his glory, and fa-
vour Zion, and manifest his compassion to
the world of mankind by an abundaat effu.
sion of his Holy Spirit on ull tho churches;
that he would revive true religion im all parts
of Christendom ; that he would bless all na-
tions with the light of the gospel, and fill
the whole earth with his glory.”

The authors of thix plan, after sceking by
prayer for divine direction, determined on
the following method of carrying 1t into ef.
fect :—viz. to set apart such time on Satur-
duy evening, and Sabbath morning, every
weck, for the purpose before stated, awother:
duties might allow ; und, more solemaly,
the first Tucsday of each quarter, (begin-
ming with the first Tuesday of November,
then next ensuing,) either the wholo day, or
part of the day, as persons may find them.
sclves disposcd, or think their circumstances
will allow ; the time to be spent either in
private praying eocieties, or in public mect-
ings, or alune in sccret, as shall be found
most practicable, or judged most convenient,
by ruch as are willing to jnin in this scr-
vice. It was cxpressly understood by those |
who entercd into this agreement, that they
were not to consider themsclves as rigor-
ously bound to the particular days or huvurs
specified, whatever their circumstances at’
the time might be; nor yet to regurd those
daysasholy, or set apart by divine anthority,
but that specificd scasons should be agrecd
upon, chiefly for the purpose of guarding:
aguinst that influence and forgetfulness
to which all are so prone ; and securing that
concurrence and union in the divine exer-
cise, which are so adapted to warm the
boart, and to enlist the social principle in
the best of all causes.”

This original agreement was limited to
two years. At the expiration of that time
it was agreed to continue it for scoen yesrs
1onger. In the mean time, 50 many praying
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of prayer for the effusion of the Holy Spirit
was 80 excited, and extended in various
parts of Scotland, that the (riends of reli~
gion became more and more satisfied that
their agrecment was both wise and uscful.
Nor was this pious union confined to Scot-
land. A large body of ministers in New
Bngland concurred in the mcasure; and,
among the rest, the venerable Mr. Ed-
wards, afterwnrds President of the College
of New Jerscy, and whose praise is in all
the churches, labuured with no smull success
t» recommend and promote the great plan,
There is rouson to believe that this laudable
concert ia devotion, though it sometimes
languished, has never been wholly abundoa.
ed rince the original agrcement.

In 1784, soon after the close of our re.
volutinary war, this union in prayer re.
ceived a new impulse, and commenced a
new progress. About this time, also, it re.
ceived anothcr modification as tu ime,
being, for the most part, observed only ence
in cach month, viz. on the evening of the
first Monday. Oue church after another,
and one denomination after auother, not
only in the United States, but in various
parts of Christendom, fell in with it, untl
we may safely say, it now pervades the
greater part of the evangclical world. Even
in Asia, in Africa, and in the Islands of the
Sea, when the first Monday of each month
arrives, the voice of united prayer is heard,
ascending to the King of Zion, besecching
Him to pour out his Spirit on the nations;
to revive his work where the gospel is en-

lljoyed ; to hasten the conversion of a fallen

world to God.

A few ycars since, our General Assem-
bly, observing that this service was thinly
attended by many of our congregations on
the evening of a weeck day, recommended
to such of our churches as might find the
change more convenient, to attend upon it
on the first Sabbath afternoon of every
month, for the purpose of securing a more
full attendance. Accordingly, in a number
of churches, this plan has been adopted.

Is it not easy to conceive of a service
better adapted to arrest the attention and
engage the cordial co-operation of the peo.
ple of God than that described ia this plan?
It has often appeared wonderful to the

associations were formed, and such a spirit

writer of these peges, that, on the monthly
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returns of this scason of united prayer, there
should not be more feeling, and more deep
interest directed toward this solemn service.
Were we left to calculate what might be ex-
pected from the nature of the case, we
should be ready to say, surely, on the return
of this season, every mcmber of the Church
of Christ will be found in his seat uniting
in the common supplication. Sarely, every
one who claime to be a Christian will be
seen bowing before the throne of grace, and
pleading for merey to the Church and to the
world, But, is it found in experience to be
s0? Alas! would that it were! Bot no,
in many cases not half ; and in some nota
third of the communicants of our churches
make their appearance in these exereises of
special devotior. A considerable number of
those who are never absent from their seats
in the ordinary serviccs of the sanctuary on
the Lord’s day, are seldom drawn to the
place where special prayer is wont to be
made for the revival of religion, and the en.
Jargement of the kingdom of Him whom
they profess to regard as the only hope of
the world. How shall we account for this
melancholy fact? Is the Spirit which bears
the disciple of Christ to the House of God
on the holy Sabbath, a different Spirit from
that which he is called upon to exercise at

the monthly return of the concert in prayer |l

for the revival of religion, and the spread of
the glorious gospel 7 This willhardly be main.
tained. How shall we account for it, then,
that so many professors of religion, in other
respects decmed exemplary, allow them.
selves habitually to neglect a service which
might be expected so strongly and peculiar-
ly to interest every Christian heart? The
indication is, undoubtedly, anything but fa-
vourable to the Christian character of such
individuals. Those who love the Saviour,
will, infallibly, love his kingdom; and
those who sincerely love his kingdom, will,
of course, take an interest in it ; will be
disposed, in proportion to the sincerity and
strength of their affection, to pray for its
prosperity, and to exert themselves, accord-
ing to their ability, to promote its advance.
ment. How, then, shall we estimate the
spiritual character of those who manifest
little or nothing of the interest and the dis-
position which have been described? They
are certainly wanting in one of the best evi.
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Christ. I would seriously cautior all such
' persons against indulging the confident hope
that they really belong to the spiritual King-.
dom of the Redeemer.

Let none suy, as an excuse for neglecting
the monthly service in question, that it is a
mere human appointment, and therefore not

| obligatory om the conscience as are the
Christian Sabbath, and the ordinances con-
nected with that holy day. Frue, indeed, it
is a human appointment in regard to the time
and the frequemcy of its oceurrence ; but
so are all the lectures and prayer-meetings
which occur on any of the sccular evenings
of the week; so are the special services
preparatory te the administration of the
Lord’s Supper, which are observed without
seruple in a large number of Christian
churches. But what should wo think of
any one professing to be a Christian.. whe
should turn his back on these services under
the pretext that they are not specifically
{enjoined in the word of God? Surcly we
I should regard such an one as giving miser-
'able evidence indeed of Christian character;
!and should consider his professed reverenee
!for the word of God, as a hypocritical cover
'for the absenee of all epiritual taste, and of
‘all real concern for the prosperity of the
| Redeemer's kingdom.

But the plea of not having an express
commandment for the observance of a par.
Iticular day at the beginning of every month
to unite in praying for the revival of rel¥
gion, and for the spread of the gospel, is al-
[together delusive and enwarranted. Thet
| we are bound by divine autharity, to pray
| without ceasing fur these objects, is abun-
' dantly evident from passages of the word of
'God almost numberlces. That we are
, bound, not merely to pray in secret, but to
1 unite with our Fellow Christians in interced.
ing for the enlargement of Zion, is equally
icvident. How frequently, and at what par-
(ticular times and places they shall come to-
‘gether for this purpose, must be matter of
. agreement among those who unite in the
'scrvice. How shall they ever statedly come
‘ together without agreeing on some time and
- place for that purpese 7 And does this vol-
untary agreement, as to the time and place
for the performance of a commanded duty,
destroy its characteras a duty ? Surely it
were unreasonable to suppose this. But

dences that they belong to the kingdom of

whgn such a union is, either formally or ta
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citly, agreed upon,—and is afterwards neg-
{ccted by those who do not really unite in
the duty in any other social (erm, or at any
other time, it is not possible to acquit them
from the charge of turning their backs on a
plain and obvious Christian obligation.

Bear with me, then, my dear friends, if I
wenture to expostulato with these who cluim
to be the disciplcs of Christ, and yect arc
scldom seen to attend on this solemn month-
ly service, observed by the churches with
which they are connccted. Do you profess
really to leve the kingdom of the Redcemer?
Do you profess to believe that the human
race is in a lost and perishing condition ;
that there is no salvation bat in Christ ; and
that the prevalence of his rcligion in the
world is the only mcthod by which menmay
be made truly happy here, and happy
forever?  If you are really sincere in this!
belief and in these impressions, can you re-
frain from fervent prayer that the kingdom
of Christ may prospcr and be gloriously ex-
tended ? Can you stand alouf, or hold your
peace, whea thousands around you are unit.
éng their supplications for the spread of the
gospel 7 Can you hear of the peeple of God
assembling, from month to month, in your
meighbourhood, to pray for this objcct, with.
out feeling an inclination to join them?
Can you receive intelligence, from time to
time, of the darknose, corruption, and misery, |
of a large portion of our race while dcuu'-;
tute of the gospel, without having your
epirits stirred within you to pray and labour
for their relief?  If you can, where is the
evidence that you love the Saviour? Where
the ground of hope that you have any
“¢ part or lut” in his great salvation ?

It may, indeed, be sometimes inconve.
nient to attend on this monthly service, and
now and then highly inconvenient ; just as
an occurrence of adverse circumstances
may frequently render it difficult to reach
the house of God on the Lord's day.
Where there is little taste forspiritual things.
and the prevalence of a cold worldly spirit,
these difficulties are often found to prevent
all attendance. But where there is a cor-
dial relish for the service of the sanctuary,
and an ardent zcal for the glory of God,
and the welfare of perishing men, ordinary
binderances give way, and tho desired op-

portunity is attained and enjoyed. ~Wc

269

may apply here, as wel as in a multitude of
temporal things, the old proverb, ** Where
there is a will there is a way.” And O!
where there is a heart which knows any-
thing of sincere love to Christ, and fervent
love for the souls of men, this way will
generally be found by thosc who have bod.
ily health to allow of their enjoying the
precious privilege,

Let me ask thuse who are seldom seen
at the monthly prayer.meceting, how thcie
cxcuses will appcar in a dying hour, and at
a judgment seat ? I am very sure that many
of the causes which aro now admitted as
an apulogy for staying at home, or devoting
those evenings to mammon or to pleasure,
will not be regarded as sufficicnt when we
como to those honcst and svlemn seasons
which are before us all, and which will try
every one’s work of what sort it is. Then,
O then, it will bc seen that a want of inter.
est in the service was tho real and only rea-
son of the absence of multijudes; and that
it has, indeed, little attraction for those who
have no more of what belongs to the Chris-
tian than the venerated name.

Do you forget, my beloved friends, that,
in making it our duty to pray and labour
without ceasing for the spread of the gospel,
and for the eonversion of the world to God,
the great Head of the Church is consulting
our own goud, as well as that of the poor
heather, and of all thosc portions of our
race which are destitute of the means of
grace which weenjoy 7 But isit not demon-
strably so ? Is not love to God, and love to
man, the sum and substance of all rcligion ?
Is not everything which serves to direct our
theughts and our affections to the temporal
and cternal benefit of our species, and to the
kingdom of Christ, conducive to ourgrowth in
grace; to the attainment of higher evidence
that we belong to Christ; and to our most
solid and permanent scriptural enjoyment ?
The truth is, the less our hearts are occupicd
about the Redecmer’s kingdom, the less our
attention is drawn to it ; ¢he less our con.
cern for it ; the lees our zeal for its enlarge.
ment ; the less our sense of the value of the
gospel, which will alwage be proportioned
to our sympathy for thoso who have it not;
the less religion, of course, we have, and,
conscquently, the less enjoyment of it

Surely, then, those professors of religion who
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neglect the stated cxerciscs under consid-
eration, forget their own mercics, and wrong
their own souls. They cannot but fail of
that spiritual enjoyment which is so truly de-
sirable and precious initself, and which forms
s0 large apart of that evidence that thegraee
of Christ dwclls and reigns within us. and
is preparing us for that holy and buppy king.
dom in which *that which is in part shall
be done awuy, and that which is perfect
shull come.”

Do you desire, then, to reccive a bencfit
from time to time in your own souls ? There
is not a more dircet method of making this

attainment, than to turn away from wsll|'

oarthly idols to the cause and glory of
Christ. Do you wixh to entcr more decply
than you have ever yet done into the inter.
est and the glory of the Redecmcr's king-
dom? Would you feel more for the wants
and miscries of your fellow.men, and cherish 1
& stronger dcsire for the promotion of their
temporal and eterna} happiness 1 Then em-
brace every opportunity of going where the !
people of God are assembled to implore u'
bleseing on the Church and the world. |

There, and only there may you oxpeet to

feel your hearts warmed with love to your:
Master in heaven, and with love to him peo- |
ple. There, and there only, may you cx.
pect the flame of sanctificd affcction to
kindle from busom to bosom, and to make
your spirits as it were ** the chariot of »

I

willing people.” Alas! if the professing |

people of God could be made to feel how

\" .“

1
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much epiritual benefit and enjoyment they
deprive themselves of by abstaining fro m
that precious union in prayer for the eon-
verrion of the world, which has bcen for so
muny years the practice of millions of the dis-
ciples of Christ in cvery quarter of the glube ;
, —nay, if they could Juy to heart as they
ought, that their negligence of the precsous
privilege in question, and of similar privileges,
is among the cauees of their leanners, their
rpiritual darkness, and their retrogreesion in
the divine lifc, thcy would no longer regard
this negligence as a emall affuir in the Lfe
“of a traveller to the Zion above.
It is common, and it is just to say, that
"nothing done for €hrist is lest. Butit is
“cqualy just to say, that nothing done with
a proper spirit for ourselves is ever Jost.
Every sincere attempt to perform duty,
leaves a blcesing behind it to the performer.
| Every throb of gratitude for mercy, as it
| were stumps on the soul a new lineament of
| eonfurmity to God, and imparts a new cle-
ment of spiritual joy. Every prayer in
whieh we cordially unite with the people of
| Gud, gives a new impulse to the spiritual
 life, a new ardour to its vital warmth. They
{ who forget the season ef prayer, and the
jasscmbly of God’s people, shall beeome
weuker and weaker ;” ** but they who wait
on the Lord shull renew their strength;
they shall mount up on wings as eagles;
they shall run and not be weary ; they
: shall walk and not faint,”
To be continued.

GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

EXTRACTS
FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRES-

BYTERIAN BOARD OF EDUCATION: MAY.

1844.

Number of Candidates—Receipts.

Tre number of new beneficiaries re-
ceived since the last repurt has been
ninety-nine, making the whole number
aided by the Board from the beginning,
fourteen hundred and twenty-nine. The
whole number upon onr funds during the
past year has been four Aundred and

f

Of these there were in their theologi-
cal course, either in Seminaries or
under private tuition, - I¢

Intwenty four Collegiate Institutions, 181

In twenty-nine Academies, - - 5
Under private tutors, - - - 9

Teaching temporarily to increase
their funds, - - - - 2%
Total, 408

These numbers would have been in-
ereased considerably, if the remoteness

aght,

of the present Assembly had not obliged
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REMARKS

ON THE METHOD OF CONDUCTING THE
MONTHLY CONCERT IN PRAYER.

BY SAMUEL MILLER, D.D.

No. II.

(Continued from Vol. XIL p. 270.)

IN the preceding remarks on the Monthly
Prayer Meccting, 1 have endeavoured to show
the importance of that exercise ; its valuc as a
means of grace; and how much it is to be la-
mented that attendance upon it is so much neg-
lected by many professors of religion, belonging
to those denominations which acknowledge the
general duty of paying respect to it. This ne-
gloct was traced to a declining state of religion
in the individuals who indulge it, or to errone-
ous views of the character and claims of the ex-
ercise. But it is probable that the entire blame
in relation to this matter oucht not to be laid at
the door of the private incmbers of our churches.
Do our pastors in all cases conduct this exercise
in a manner adapted to attract and interest those
who attend upon it? “Thin assemblics on the
Lord’s day, in many of our places of worship,
are, doultless, to be ascribed to the want of at-
traction on the part of the officiating ministers.
Can it be any marvel, then, if, when the month-
ly exercise of which we speak fails to secure
that large and gencral attendance which its na-
ture demands, we should feel constrained to lay
at least a portion of the blame at the door of
pastors, who will not take the paing to engage
in it the attention and the hearts of their people 1
8o far from such a supposition being improba-
ble or marvellous, it would scem that nothing
can be more natural or consistent with the
strictest justice.

‘When [ have gone to the house of God, at
‘the beginning of each month, and have there
found us:;mbled three or four dozen hearers,

out of, perhaps, three or four hundred commu-
nicants; when | have scen everything wearing
the aspect of chilling coldness ; the prayers for-
mal, dull, and full of vain and spiritlcss repeti-
tions; the pastor manifesting no zeal, and giv-
ing no information respecting the causaof mis-
sions, or the advancement of the Redeemer's
kingdom; and nothing adapted to enlighten, to
warm, or to edify,—I have felt as if it was im-
possible to wonder that the attendance was so
small, or that those who did attend seemed to
look and feel as if they should care but little
ever to attend again.

Perhaps one of the greatest faults in such
meetings, as now too often conducted, is their
continual dull sameness. We are commonly
called to unite in a succession of prayers, com-
prising the same topics, couched in the same or
similar terms, and adapted to confine the minds
of those who join in them to a narrow field of
desires and requests. We justly regard it as
one of the advantages which we, as Presbyte-
rians, enjoy, that we are not confined to a lit-
urgy, but are at liberty to enlarge and diversify
our plan of social praver, so as to accommodate
it to the various circumstances in which we are
placed. There is a love of varirty inherent in
our nature, which may not be, in all cases, un-
hallowed, and which, undoubtedly, ought to be,
to some extent, consulted and gratified. That
this principle is not sufficiently remembered and
consulted in conducting the monthly concert in
prayer, has, no doubt, been often lamented by
most of those intellicent Christians who have
had frequent opportunitics of attending on its
exercises.  Of course, the introduction of an
improvement in these excrcises, in this respect,
would add materially to their attraction and
their usefulness.

Let it be remembered that the objects of
prayer contemplated by the original proposers
and founders of this monthly service were many
and highly interesting. They are such as these:
—That the kingdom of God may come—that
every obstacle to the spread of the Gospel may
be taken out of the way; that more labourers
may be raised up, properly qualified, and sent
forth into the great harvest; that the labourers
already in the field may be protected and strength-
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ened, and made to speak boldly as they ought to
speak; and that the word of the Lord proclaim-
ed by them may have free course and be glori-
ficd ; that the beloved brethren and sisters who
have left homes as dear to them as ours can be,
for the sake of bearing the word of Life to the
benighted pagans, may be inspired with wis-
dom, girded with strength, aided in every difi-
culty, and comforted in all their sorrows; that
the ‘millions throughout the world who have
never heard the glad tidings of salvation, may
have them preached to them in purity and
power; that those who have the direction and
management of selecting and sending forth mis-
sionaries, and of providing means for their sup-
port, may be counselled and guided, and their
work crowned with abundant success; that the
schools established among the heathen, and
other destitute parte of the world, for training
up children in the nurture and adimonition of
the Lord, may be multiplicd and greatly pros-
pered; that the Holy Spirit may reach the
hearts of young and old among those who are
sitting in the region and shadow of death; that
those who call themselves Christians may feel
their obligations to send the Gospel to “every
creature”’ who is destitute of it; that the slecp-
ing Church may he rousdd to a sense of her
duty in regard to this great concern; that the
triumphs of evangelical truth may be great and
glorious wherever it is sent; that the great Lord
of the harvest would go with his ministering
servants wherever they go to preach his blessed
Gospel; that the pagan heart may be every-
where enlightened and softened, and the way
of the Lord be prepared for the spread of his
name among all nations.—These are among the
great and precious objects of prayer which ought
to fill the hearts, and dwell upon the lips of the
assembled worshippers at every monthiy con-
cert. Here is, surely, matter enough for en-
Jareed, rich, and ever varying petitions.  Here
are topics sufficient in number, and in immea-
surable importance to occupy the fixed atten-
tion and the absorhing desires and zcal of every
Clristian,  Surely, wherever thereisa spark of
love to the Saviour, or to the souls of men. such
ohjects as thesc cannot leave an indifferent
heart.

Not that all these topics are to be considered
as essentially making a part of every praver of-
fered up at the monthly concert; but that the
objects contemplated, and the topics of petition
employed, on such occasions. are such as have
heen mentioned, and are, of course; various,
grand and interesting in a hivh degrce, and
such as may well encacve the whole hearts of
all who love the Saviour and his cause.  Who
would not expeet that an occasion when such
ohjeets as these are appointed to claim the atten-
tion and the prayers of an assembly of Christian
men and women, would prove an occasion of

THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY CHRONICLE.

peculiar solemnity, and draw to it cvery heart
that had the smallest desire for the glory of God
and the happiness of man?

Whatmeans, then, ought to be taken by every
pastor to render this occasion in the highest de-
gree interesting and prolitable, both to himself
and to the peeple of his charge? I answer,—
let him, first of all, by meditation and prayer,
labour to keep his own ind in a state of lively
interest in regard to this great subject.  "Fo this
end, let him, through the whole of the preced-
ing month, labour to keep awake, and on the
inquiry for every kind of missionary information
adapted to engage, instruct and edify the Chris-
tian people.  Let him gather from every chan-
nel of publicintelligence, everything bearing on
the state of the heathen world, and on the con-
dition of all the dark and destitute places of the
carth, whetherin our land or elsewhere; every-
thing adapted to give the people of his charge a
distinet 2nd strong impression of the real situa-
tion of those who are without a knowledge of
the Gospel—their blindness, their vices, their
misery, ond their prospects for eternity. Let
him collect and exhibit, in the most clear and
lively manner that he is able, the recent intelli-
genee from the missionary ficld—the new plans
and efforts of missionary associations—the glad
tidings of their success, or the mournful infor-
mation of their failure.  Let him be laying up
in store for the whole preceding month for this
solemn occasion.  Thus beginning, the moment
one such occasion is over, to prepare for an-
other. Let him carefully make a written me-
morandum of every particular; and be prepar-
ed, when the time for the meeting arrives, to
make as lively and affecting an exhibition of
the whole as possible; not by reading long and
tedious articles, as is sometimes injudiciously
done. from missionary papers, but by presenting
a rapid outline—a condensed sunapsis of what
has been doing for the whole month, in such a
manner as to keep up and reward the attention
of an audience for twenty-five minutes, or, at
the utimost, half an hour at a time.

How can a minister and his people be ex-
pected to feel aright, or to pray aright, if they
do not Znow the state of the missionary field, its
wants and its difficultics, as well as the signal
blessinges, on the one hand, with which it has
pleased the God of grace to favour it, and on
the other. the adversities with which he has seen
fit. in his sovereion wisdom. to visit it. A pious
minister was once observed by a Christian
friend, during a period of remarkable publie
anxicty and trouble, to be peculiarly intent on
reading the public papers. sceular as well as re-
ligions.  Upon being asked ,why he was <o
much employed in this monner? he replied,
“Idoit that Twaw lnee hme o praa”  ‘The
answer was a wise one.  Every line of impor-”
tant information that he read, was an addition-
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ol guide in imploring those blessings which
were needed by the Church and by the world.
But while the pastor is careful, in every ser-
sice of this kind, to give rich information to his
audicnce respecting the state of the missionary
ficld: while he considers and treats this as a
primary object of the monthly exercise, let it
not be forzotten that prayer forms a prominent
and vital part of the whole service.  Its name
imports no less; and its object i3 equally deci-
sive in calling for a predominance of that ele-
ment. Lot no plan, then, for its management,
be suffered to shut out, or even to abridge the
proper amount of prayer. Let there be gene-
nlly taree prayers, and never less than fire.
And let there be an endeavour to have these
<ty appropriale from beginning to end.
There is often a areat lack of this character in
the pravers in which we are called to join in
the service hefore us. It is not uncommnon to
hear thoze who lead in it employing a large part
of their time in common-place topics, in general
and extended confession of sin, and in a minute
detail of thanksuiving for the common mercies
of providence as well as of grace.  The conse-
quence s, either that those parts of their pravers
which Ilong to the occasion are crowded into

the latier part of the exercise, and hurried over,

mt0o hasty and superficial a manner; or that the
successive prayers are €0 {oiddnaledy protraclid
asto become tedious, and to extend the whole ser-
vicetoan inconvenient length.  The prayers on
such ocesions oucht scldom, very seldom, to ex-
cved sereaor cight minutos each, especially when
there are more than tiro. And 1 know of no
better metliad of securing the proper brevity in
our social prayers, than that of charging our-
selics to be stricily ojpropriate to the occasion
from the fisst sentence. I this plan were adopt-
ed. we should be better able to judge of the
lenath of our own prayers, and be much more
eeldom led away hy those endless repetitions
and wanderings of request, which, though ¢ood
and edifving in themselves, do not properly he-
long to the occasion.  How much more suitable
and happy, when all the prayers are truly ap-
propriate; and when, (as ail that is appropriate
cannot be comprised in anyone prayer,) those
who succecd cach other be careful to take up
and present what those who went before omit-
ted, s0 as to exhibit something like a compre-
hensive view of all the objects of petition that

ouzht to be brought forward in the whole ex-,

ereise.

And here it may not be iinproper to suggest
what | have often thought worthy of more con-
sideration than it has comnmonly received.  No
one can be more friendiy to the practice of in-
siting the lay members of our churches to take
the lead in social prayer than the writer of these
lines. Sueh a practice is adepted to diftuse a
#irit of prayer more widely in the church, and
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to cause a spirit of more active zcal in conduct-
ing the affairs of the Redeemer's kingdom, to
take a firmer hold of the professors of religion
than they would be apt otherwise to possess,
There is much in the principle of employing
men in the service of Zion—giving them some-
thing to do, if we would engage tham to take a
deep and practical interest in her afairs.  But
there can be no doubt that this has been some-
times done prematurely and unwisely.  In some
congregations it is not unusual to call upon
young and incxperienced converts to take the
lead in prayer, in gocial meetings, in less than a
week, sometimes even in forty-cight hours after
they have been hopefully brought into the king-
dom of grace. This is necither prudent nor
sate. It is introducing into the place of a leader
and guide in sacred things, one whose know-
ledge is small and erude, who has no suitable
experience, and who may give utterance to that
which is not “good to the use of edifying.”
And if it be not productive of this painful cfect,
it may result in injury to the individual him-
scif; it may become the means of “ puffing up”
a “novice” so0 =oon called into public view.

That the intelligent und warni-hearted con-
verts to experimmental religion among the laity
ought, as before stated, to be trained gradually
and discreetly to the work of leading in social
prayer, there can be no doubt.  Dut let a mod-
erate and reasonable time clapse, afler they are
united to the Church, before they are called
upon to take a part in this service.  Let them
not be called so publicly into the view of the re-
ligious community, until their religious knowl-
edge is more mature, and their new character,
as professors of religion, better known and es-
tablished.  And even then, let them be first
called upon for this service in the smaller and
more private meetings for prayer, that they may,
by little and little, guin the confidence and self-
possession, and furia the habit necessary to an
edifying perfermance of such a duty.

It has appeared to the writer of these lines
that frequently by far too littie sound discretion
is exereised in selecting personsto leadin prayer
in the menthly exercises now under considera-
tion. In an excreise so important to the inter-
ests of religion, on which fo much depends, and
in regard to which every cffort ought to be made
to conduet it in an impressive and edifying man-
ner, surcly those who are not qualified thus to
appear, who have little cither of the gift or the
spirit of prayer, ought to be invited to take a
leading part as seldom as possible.  The ohject
of inviting any to take such a part is, not to pay
a complinent, not to minister to personal vanity,
but to edity the Chureh of God, to promote that
great cause which the whole service is intended
to subscrve—the diffusion of a spirit of love to
the Redeemer, and of zeal for the extension of
his kingdom throughout the world. Can it be
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necessary to employ argument to prove that
every instrumentality employed on such an oc-
casion, when a portion of the worldly as well
as of the pious may be assembled, ought to be
well adapted to answer its great end? It is
true, indeed, that, with respect to all the means
which we use, our sole reliance ought to be on
the power of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to ren-
der them effectual ; still, in spiritual, as in tem-
poral things, “wirdom is profitable to dircet,”
and our constant aim ought to be, as far as pos-
sible, to make use of those means only which
are adapted to promote the great purpose in
view.

From all that has been said, it is easy to see
what a weight of responsibility rests on every
pastor in conducting this monthly service in
such a manner as shall tend most effectually to
answer its great end. 'What a precious oppor-
tunity it afiords for calling the attention of his
flock, tirelve times a-year, to the great duty and
the appointed means of converting the world to
God; keeping them constantly and faithfully
informed of the state and the wants of the mis-
sionary field; leading them to the throne of
grace to implore a blessing on that ficld; and
stirring them up, by all the means of argument,
expostulation and entreaty in his power, to a
faithful discharge of their duty in causing the
Gospel to be sent to every creature.

Perhaps it will be said, that if the monthly
prayer mecting be a matter of so much cense-
quence, ifit bring with it so muchduty,and ought
to be prepared for with so much care; then, in-
stead of being regarded, as it too often is, as a
sort of bye-business, which may be despatched
without material preparation, it must in reality
prove one of the most laborious services in the
whole month. This consequence is not denied.
It ought indeed to be so regarded, and every effort
made to render it the most instructive, the most
thrilling, the most soleinn exercise during the
month. And can any faithful pastor. any one
who loves his Master in heaven and the souls
of men, be unwilling to meet such an exercise,
and to make all the preparation for it in his
power? Can any scrvice, during any ordin-
ary month, be more precious, or more worthy
of employing all the time, and all the labour
which can be bestowed upon it ?

The complaint, that the monthly prayer meet-
ing is not well attended in most of our churches,
is, as hefore observed, an old complaint, and I
would that we could say it is not well founded.
In many cases, not onc half even of the commu-
nicants are present; and, in general, very few
indecd of those who are not church members
ever think of attending, unless it takes place in
the aficrnoon of the Lord’s day. And, in truth,
this was probably the main rcason for the re-
commendation issued by our Gencral Assembly,
a few ycars since, to transfer the obscrvance

THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY CHRONICLE.

from the evening of the first Monday of each
month, to the aflcrnoon of the first Sabbath.
Until this transfer was adopted, only a small por-
tion of our congregations were usually present
at this service, and of course only a small part
contributed to the pecuniary collection com-
monly made in connection with the service.
But is it probable that, if the service itself were
made what it ought to be, if indefatigable pains
were taken to render it the most instruetive, in-
teresting and decply exciting service in the whole
month, that it would be thus neglected 2 There
would be no risk in answering this question
with the most decisive negative.  No, the mo-
ment it ceased to be the heavy, monotonous,
common-place exercise which we too commonly
find it, it would draw the carnest attention, and
the full assembly which generally follow minis-
trations of an elevated character.  If every mem-
ber of each congregation were taught by expe-
rience to expect to find this service rich in infor-
mation, animating in Christian duty, and in
every respect adapted to promote Christian edi-
fication, can any one doubt that it would be
well attended?  The writer of these lines would
be very far from encouraging in any minister of
the Gospel the indulgence of a spirit of indo-
fence for a moment, in any ecrvice; but he
would say, with deliberate solemnity, if such a
spirit be ever indulged, Iet it not be at the
monthly concert in prayer, when his own soul,
and the souls of all who hear him, ought to be
Ied out of themsclves to the largest concern for
the kingdom of the Redeemer; when the deso-
Iations of tullen man rise in solemn array before
hix mind; when the wants and miscries of our
lost world ought, with concentrated and un-
usual force, to move every heart; and when
every feeling of love to the Master who died for
us, and to the souls of perishing men, ought to
fill the heart of cvery listening attendant with
peculiar and unwonted sympathy, and the most
fervent zeal for sending to them the only cure
for their misery.

Nor is it difficult, in a variety of ways, to
draw the special attention of a Christian flock
to this monthly service.  Let not only a specific
notice of it be given on the preceding Sabbath,
if it be observed on Monday evening, or in the
morning of the day, if observed on Sabbath
afternoon; but let the notice be couched in such
language, accompanied with a sentence or two
of such brief and comprehensive remarks, and
preceded or followed by such pointed pravers as
may be adapted to rouse the attention, and, in
some mcasure, touch the feclings of every
hearer.

Let the postor encourage all who attend on
this service to bring their children with them.
Is it not desirable that our children, from their
earliest years, should be habituated to the com-
pany and the language of prayer, and that they
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should be accustomed to the work of contributin g
something of their little savings for the benefit
of those who are “ perishing for lack of vision ?”
If we ever expect them to feel right on this sub-
jeet, we cannot begin too early to imbue their
minds with benevolent sentiments, and to teach
them_to feel what it will be their duty to prac-
tice when they reach mature age. O how large
a portion of Christian parents are deplorably
delinquent in this, one of the primary elements
of Christian education—leading their children
to a throne of grace, and to the house of God,
and leading them also early, by the united force
of precept and example, to remember that, young
as they are, they are debtors, deep debtors, to the
kingdom of that Saviour in whose name they
have been baptized.

When shall we have monthly concerts con-
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ducted in the spirit of these suggestions? When
shall we see them bearing a character which
shall warm the pastor’s own heart, draw around
him the mass of his stated hearers, as well as of
his church members, and constitute a little
monthly era among his people? When that
period shall arrive, it will mark a season of pros-
perity and joy in the Church. It will be both
the cfTect and the cause of better days, and will
mark the purpose of our covenant God to have
mercy on Zion. Come, Lord Jesus, O come
quickly, thus to bless our half awakeand strug-
gling Church!

Some remarks on the contributions for the
support of missions, which ought ever to accom-
pany this monthly service, must form the sub-
ject of a future number.

To be continued.

Board of Soreign Missions.

fAlapabady Mission,

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF REV. J. WILSON.

This Mission has but one station, the city of Allaha-
bad, at the juaction of the rivers Ganges aud Jumna,
aboat 500 miles above Calcutta. The population of the
City was estimated in 1843, at 65,000; of the District,
at 774,000. The importance of this missionary post is
greatly increased by itsbeing the place where an annu-
ol mels, or fair, is held for the purpose of performing
religious ablutions in the Ganges—this fair being attend-
ed by very large numbers of people, sometimes amount-
ing to hundreds of thousands, many of whom come
from distant parts of the country. The population of
the provinces, to which there is easy access from Alla-
babad, is also very large, and several important cities
might at once be made stations in connoction with this
Mission, if the men and the pecuniary means were at
the disposal of the Board for that purpose.

Allababad was first pied as a ary station
in the autamn of 1836, by the Rev. James McEwen and
his wife, who had reached Calcutta in the preceding
ApriL  After prosecuting their important duties with
wuch zeal, Mr. and Mra. McEwen were compelled to
fetarn to thiz country in 1833, by the failure of Mr.
McE's health. To prevent the station being left unoc-
cupied, it had been deemed advisable for the Rev. James
‘Wilsoa and bis wife to remove to Allahabad, where they
arvived in the beginning of the same ycar. lu the course
of this year, 1333, Mr. Wilson was joined by the Rev.
John H. Morrison, who had been lately called to mourn
ever the desth of Mrs. Morrison ; she departed this life

on the 28th of April, soon after reaching Calcutta. The
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Warren and Jobn E. Freeman, and
their wives, joived the mission in 1839, the Rev. Joseph
Owen in 1840, and the Rev. John Wray and his wife in
1842, In 1843, tho Rev. J. H. Morrizon was obliged to
return to this country, on accouut of his health.
Preaching the Goepel ; the superi 1 of school,

—boarding and common; aa efficient printing press and
book-bindery ; translations and the preparation of tracts,
occupy the brethren of this mission. From his being
the oldest member of the mission, and otherwise well
qualified, a large share of duties in the last mentioned
department of labour has devolved on Mr. Wilson. This
remark will introduce the accounts inserted below.—The
Mohammedan controversy is in some respects a difficult
one, and it is one which missionarics in India cannot
avoid. These notices prescut onc of its aspects—its
travesty of some parts of the sacred rccords. Moham-
medans claim indeed that the Christian Scriptures fa-
vour their rystem, and the Mussulman version of Da-
vid's repentance and of Jonah's mission to Nineveh are
often brought forward to prove that God accepts a sin-
ner on mere repentance, without any atonement. We
may here state that an important work in its bearing on
this controversy has been lately published at the mission-
press, The Koran in Urdu, with Notes. The translation
was made by a learned Mobammedan, Abdul Qadir, and
the Notes were added by the missionaries, This work
will excite considerable interest among the Mohamme-
daus, on of its r ling to the people
the true character of the Koran, and exposing clearly
its errors and absurd revelations.
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REMARKS

ON THE MODE OF OBSERVING THE
MONTHLY CONCERT IN PRAYER.

BY SAMUEL MILLER, D.D.

No. III.

(Continued from last ber.)

As the Monthly Prayer Meeting is an obser-
vance devoted to the great interests of the re-
vival of religion, the spread of the Gospel, and
the conversion of the world to God, it must, of
course, be considered as including every thing
that is necessary to the great work of cvange-
lizing the population of our globe, and preach-
ing the Gospel to every creaturc. Among
these it is cvident that CONTRIBUTIONS for sus-
taining the expense of Missions must ever be
comprehended. This accompaniment of the
exezcise, is, by many churches, wholly omitted.
This omission, however, ought never to be al-
lowed. Prayers and alms- ought ever to go to-
gether. When we assemble to implore a bles-
ding on the means employed for sending the
Gospel to the dark and destitute nations, what
can be more obvious and reasonable than the
duty of furnishing our proportion of the means
for carrying on a work at once so expensive
and so precious ?

‘We sometimes hear surprise expressed, even
by some of our pious people, that so much is
«id at our Monthly Prayer Meetings about
money. That we scarcely ceven pass such a
weeting without hearing the duty of contribu-
" tions at least hinted at, if not urgently pressed.
But does not this surprise result from the want
of consideration? Is any Christian man, how-
ever heavenly-minded—however weaned from
the world, able to live himself, or to feed and
clothe his family without expense? If the
Pagans knew the value of the Gospel, they
would be willing to sustain and even liberally
tocompensate those who carry it to them. But
they .do #ot know its value; and of course,
lhle'hb:r\oﬂlcnthe bread of life, must

be sustained by those who send them. And is
this to be done without funds; and if the num-
ber sent be considerable, without large Sunds?
Can Missionaries and their familics live upon
air? Or can we expect them to be supported
by miracle? We don’t expect our own families
to be sustained without money, and we are wil-
ling to bestow it for their comfort. Ought we
not to be quite as willing, nay more cordially
zealous in aiding to support families who are
devoting their time, and all their powers to the
advancement of the kingdom of Christ 7 What
strange forgetfulness and want of practical
consideration blind the minds, and affcets the
Jjudgment of thousands who seldom fail of judg-
ing correctly where their supposed interest is
not concerned! Alas! that the children of this
world are apt to be so much wiser and more
considerate in their generation than the children
of light!

If we examine the annual statistical reports
of our Church, the mortifying and wonderful
fact is disclosed, that necarly, if not quite ONE
HALF of our congregations contribute apso-
LUTELY NOTHING to the treasury of the Board
of Foreiyn Missions; and quite as many, if not
more, who contribute nothing to Domestic
Missions. How many of these churches pay
any attention to the Monthly Prayer Meeting
is altogether unknown to the present writer,
How much they may pray, either in public or
private, for the extension of the Redecmer’s
kingdom, no ecclesiastical records within reach
manifest. But, surcly, they give little evidence
that their kcarts are in these prayers, even if
regularly offered up, when so little practical
fruit of love and zeal are permitted to appear.
This is what the spirit of inspiration calls
‘“loving in words only, and not in deed and in
truth.” We contended, for a long time, and
against much opposition, for the privilege and
the opportunity of conducting Foreign Missions,
as a Church. Now that we have gained our
object, shall we give occasion to the religious
public to suppose that we were more anxious
to gain the victory over opposers than to be em-
powered to perform the great work for which

we professed to contend? Surely tho history
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of the conflict by which, under the blessing of
God, we attaincd the position which we now
occupy, is deeply interesting, and greatly in-
creases our responsibility. Our opposers in
that conflict predicted, that it would be found
that we had neither life nor zeal enough to car-
ry on to any advantage the work which we
undertook. How unhappy if this predigiion
should be verified! Surely every consideration
of worldly consistency, as well as of sanctified
principle, calls upon us to arise in all the
strength that God may give us, and to pursue in
good carnest the object which we profess to
love, and which we have solicited the power of
pursuing.

It is not uncommon, indecd, to hear the re-
mark, that some congregations are so small and
80 poor as to be scarcely able to support a pas-
tor ; and that such ought not to be called upon,
or expected to contribute to the missionary trea-
sury. This doctrine I am bold to say, has no
foundation or countenance in the word of God.
No church was ever so feeble or impoverished as
to make it improper tocall upon its members to
contribute to the cause of Missions. If'I were
asked how a church, however small or poor,
would be most likely to rise and grow; what
would be the surest means of attaining edifica-
tion and strength, I would say with confidence
—Letit begin in good earnest to pray and ex-
ert itsclf for sending the Gospel to the benighted
and perishing. However small its strength,
let it rouse that little, such as it is, and engage
with fervent prayer, and with heartfelt love for
souls, in contributing to the Lord’s treasury,
and the very effort would tend to enlarge
and build it up. A small church, or a sickly
Christian, may fitly be compared to an indivi-
dual long enfeebled by disease, who is begin-
ning, in the commencement of convalescence,
to employ muscular cffort in exercise in the
open air. Every cffort adds to his strength,
He may be so feeble as to feel as if he could
scarcely move a limb: but every movement is
salutary and invigorating. So that instead of
saying, his weakness forbids him to tuke ex-
ercise; he may rather say, that he cannot
regain his health without it. [n like manner,
asmall and fecble church, instead of being able
with propriety to say—* We cannot aflord to
give alms with our prayers for the extension of
the Recdeemer's kingdom,”—ought rather to
say—* We cannot aflord to live without doing
something as well as praying for the salvation
of the benighted and perishing.” There is no
case in regard to which the proverh of the wise
man is more applicable than here—There is
that withholdeth, but it tendeth to poverty.”

Nay, if I were a pastor, and were engaged in
collecting the contributions of Christian liber-
ality toward the missionary cause, I should ne-
ver think of passing the door even of a pauper,
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whose whole support was derived from the
charity of the church. If; indecd, I were soli-
citing donations for completing the salary of
the pastor, or for repairing or rchuilding the
house of worship, I should never think of ap-
plying to such for aid; but if the object werse
to send the Gospel to the poor and perishing,
as an accompaniment of praycr on their be-
half, I would not deny, even to the poorest,
the opportunity of contributing their cent or
half cent per month, which if they had a pro-
per spirit, would be regarded as a pecious pri-
vilege, and which, when pious wishes and
prayers went along, would be accounted, in the
sight of the great Searcher of hearts, a more
truly acceptable offering than thousands of gold
and silver from the overflowing abundance of
the rich.  The poor widow commended by our
Lord, who cast “two mites which make a
farthing,” into the Lord’s treasury, is represent-
ed as havirg cast in more, in the divine esti-
mation, than all the other contributors, however
liberal. A pious, but deeply indigent widow,
in handing her sirpence to the collectors for
the missionary fund, said, with a starting tear
—*“This is all I have to give; but I give it
with my whole heart, and am desirous it
should go, with my hearty prayers, to the poor
heathen.”

There are those who are heard to complain,
that collections taken up every month, for the
support of missions are too frequent; and es-
pecizlly when taken in connection with the
contributions for other purposes called for at
intermediateseasons.  Surely such complainers
have read the records of the people of Geod, at
different periods of the churches’ history, with
little profit.  Under the Old Testament econo-
my, every member of the Jewish commenwealth
was required to pay two tythes, or one-fifth
part of all his income, for the support of the
ministers of religion, and the expense of the
daily sacrifices.  And.indeed. little, if any less
than onc-half of each individual's income was
required to meet all the demands which arose
under the theocracy. 'What would be thought
of requiring such a proportion of income for
the support and spread of the Gospel now ?
and yet that amount of contribution was fixed
by infinite ' Wisdom, who perfectly understood
what was reasonable and for the good of the
people. Let us also call to mind the large and
almost boundless charities of the early Chris-
tians. The system of fylhes was done away
when Christ came.  No specific asscssment
was proclaimed by his inspired teachers. The
“law of love” scems to have been made the
rule for its almost limitless liberality. Let the
advocates of modern parsimony read the record
of their contributions and sacrifices. ‘Think
how they braved dangers and denied themselves,
and poured out their property, and even their
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blood, ““like water,” for spreading the Gospel.
Yes, amidst all poverty,and privations, and per-
secutions under which they laboured, they
brought offerings for sending the Gospel of salva-
tion to others, truly wonderful in the amoupt.
Nay. thev not only gave their substance—some-
times to the last farthing—to this object; but
they counted not their lives too dearto he made
an offering for the promotion of the Redecmer’s
kingdom and glory. In short, for several cen-
turies after the resurrection of Christ, they de-
voted themsalves to the support of the missiona-
ry cause with a universality, and to an extent,
to which, as far as | know, thereis now no par-
allel. Let the professing believers in Christ ofthe
present day read this record, and then say,
whether those who talk of giving only what is
** convenient” for the spread of the Gospel, nay,
who appear to grudge the eacrifice even of the
smallest luxury, either in unnecessarv dress, or
in injurious feasting, can be considered as be-
fonging to the same body, or as amimated with
the same syirit, with those primitive disciples ?
[ know onc church (not in our connection)
by no means wealthy, which has been long in
the habit of contributing fifly dollars, cvern
zonth for the support of Missions, besides all
other claims for the work of benevolence. 1 am
acquainted with another church, also of medi-
um character as to wealth, and I am sorry to
say, not belonging to our body, which never
fails to raise onc hundred dollars every month
for the same cause, in addition to large liberality
toward other objects of charity.  Happy should
we be if a similar spirit pervaded our churches!
If all the members of our churches could be
prevailed upon to contribute fircntu-five cenis at
each Monthly Prayer Mceting, or even half that
sum, in addition to the aid which hundreds, not
members, would be ready cheertully to give—
the Boards to whom we have entrusted the
missionary work, would have great sutliciency

for carrying into cxecution all their wise plans. *

But how distressing to know that even this pit-
tance is more than the great majority of our
members can be prevailed upon to give; and
that many cven of those who profuss to come
together to pray for the spread of the Gospel,
while in their addresses to the throne of grace,
they sav to the heathen, Be ye warmed and fill-
ed, vet contribute nothing toward sending to
them the bread and the water of life.

Let every professing Christian be asked—
Does any month in the whole year pass with-
out bringing many murcirs to vou and yours!
Health, reason, food and raiment, domestic
comforts, and above all, the privileges of the
Gospel are among the number which unceas-
ingly call for a grateful acknowledgment and
return. Do you owe nothing to the king of
Zion for these mercies? Do you owe nothing
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for your Bibles, your Salibaths, your open sanc-
tuaries, your sacramental tables, and all the
humanizing, regulating and sanctifying effects
which these things are constantly diffusing
around you? You arc notslow to confess that
all these institutions exert an influence to make
vour children more orderly, your families hap-
pier, and the whole aspect of socicty more re-
gular and blessed ?

When the Monthly Prayer Meeting returns,
have you the heart, O Christian, to turn your
hack upon it; and, if you go, te grudge at least
a few cents as a thank-offering to God, and for
imparting the same privileges which you enjoy
to those who are perishing for lack of them?
Think—think again of your own mercies; and
then if you can trample on the oblivations
which bind vou to plan and provide, as well as
pray, for the temporal and cternal welfare of
thosc who are destitute of these mercies, how
can you dare claim to be the disciples of Him
who has said—*It is more blessed to give than
to receive,” and who came to “scek and save
that which was lost 7"

We cannot rcasonably expect every one who
is fricndly to the cause of’ Missions. to be alwan
present at every Monthly Prayer Meeting. Bad
weather—sickness—domestic cares—and mnany
events, incapable of being specified, alas! per-
haps, at some times, even spiritval indifference,
will keep sonte at home.  But there is no need
that obstacles of this kind should prevent any
one from forwarding his monthly contribution.
He may send it by a son, or daughter. or neigh-
bour. And if, for the accomplishment of this
object, he should employ one who has no taste
for attending, and who is not aceustomed to be
there. he may be the incans of putting a belov-
ed triend, without sceming to design it, in the
way of recciving the richest of 21l blessings; a
new heort and a richt spirit—an introdue-
tion to that kingdom which 13 “not meat and
drink. but richteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Gliost.”

Are any ready to ask, How much is it the
duty of cach ane. on the return of this monthly
service, to give for the great purpose of spread-
ing the Gospel? “It has been frequently
wished by Christians” savs the excellent Dr.
Pauson. *that there were rome rule laid down
in the Bible, fixing the proportion of their pro-
perty which they ought to contribute to reli-
gioususes. This is ax if a child should go to
his futher, and say, ‘ Father, how many times
in the day must I come to you with some testi-
wonial of my love? How often will it be ne-
cessary to show my affection for you?’ The
father would, of course, reply—*‘ Just as often
as your feelings prompt you, my child, and no
oftener.” Just so Christ says to his people—
“Look at me, and see what I have done and
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suffered for you, and then give me just what
you think I deserve. I do not wish any thing
Jorced."s

Perhaps a better answer could not be given,
when addressed to a gracious and truly grateful
heart. But,alas! how inadequate a rule when
presented to the mass o’ Cliristian professors !
If present taclination were the only guide, what
stinted and miserable results would, in a multi-
tude of cases, appear! An indication of the di-
vine will still more dcfinite and intelligible to
all must be summoncd to our aid. True, the
demand of a tenth part of our income, as before
stated, is no longer in force, in so many words,
under the New Testament economy. And yet,
can any onc read the New Testament without
perceiving that all this, and even more is virtu-
ally demanded 7—That, as the Christian dispen-
sation is one of more light, lcss servility, and
much larger privilege; soit brings with it more
extended obligations, and offers excitements to
spiritual enterprise and uscfulness incompara-
bly greater. I should say, that every Christian,
if he duly contemplated his privileges and his
obligation, would feel himself bound to go be-
yond rather than fall short of that which was
binding under the system of tythes. Under this
system, the pious Jew, in the scope of his bene-
volence, was confined to the linits of his own
nation. It appeared to be the will of God that up
to the coming of the Messiah in the flesh, a sin-
gle nation only should be the depository of his
truth, and the conservators of his laws. But
now, the Christian, with a vast enlargemnent of
his own mercies, privileges and hopes, beholds
a world lying in sin and misery betore him, to
every part of which he is commanded, as far as
his ability extends, to send the glorious Gospel.
Will not every enlightened believer, in these
enlarged circumstances, feel himself called upon
for greatly enlarged desires, efforts, and contri-
butions for the relief of a dying world, commit-
ted as it were, to the care of cach member of the
Master’s body, and for the extension of the
kingdom and glory of that Master ?

Each individual Christian must of necessity
be left to himsclf to decide how much he will
contribute, from year to year, towards sustain-
ing the Church in her ecfforts to convert the
world to God. Itis in this case as ina multi-
tude of others. The precise path of duty can-
not be prescribed to cach individual in every
case without encroaching on the province of
miracle. It is plainly made our duty by the
word of God to “ visit the fatherless and the
widows in their affliction;” but kew muck of our
time shall be devoted to this object must, of course
be left for cach one of us to judge for himself;
and it is evident that the same portion of time
is not, and cannot be required of all. Again;

* Paysom's Moemoirs, p 381, M
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it is the duty of all to spend a portion of every
day in prayer and reading the Scriptures. But
how many hours of each day ought to be thus
spent, must, of course, be left to the occupation
and the circumstances of each person. Some
ought, undoubtedly, to spend more time thus
than others. In like manner, what shall be the
annual gmount of the contributions of each one
who calls himself a Christian to the cause of
Religion, must be left to his own conscience.
No other mortal has a right to decide it for
him. But is there no other tribunal where his
decisions on this subject are to be reviewed, and,
if erroncous, condemned 7 Certainly there is ;
and therefore, the parsimonious giver, and he
who refuses to give, under the impression that
he is lett at liherty by the Head of the Church
to judge for himsclf, is placed, in the new
economy, in circumstances of responsibility
which he too often forgets. There is such a
thing, O professing Christian! as rRoBrING GOD
under the New Testament dispensation as re-
ally as under the Old. The difierence is, that
now the duty of paying what he demands is
not fenced round with the same rigor of servili-
ty as it once was; but that delinquensy is atten-
ded with more resistance of licht and mercy,
and is, of course, likely to be visited with a se-
vere penalty.

The great subject, then, of which we speak
is by no means left in that indefinite posture in
the word of God, which many imagine. When,
therefore, he who is in the receipt of a comfer-
table income for the support of his family,
is reluctant, and thinks it hard to devote a tenth
—or a lrenticth—nay even a thirticth of his
revenues for the spread of the Gospel:—when
he who is master of great wealth, and lives in
the enjoyment of every luxury, is unwilling to
lop off any’portion of his vain show, or to
abridge a single luxury, for the sake of promo-
ting the kingdom of Him who gives him all
‘that he enjoys, and to whom he professes to be
indebted for every hope: when he who, on the
recurrence of Aard times, which call upon him
to retrench—begins retrenchment first with his
God ;—these individuals, and many like them,
may confidently call themselves Christians, and
may imagine that there is none to review
and set aside their judgment. Of their fellow-
men, indeed, there is none. No man, or body
of men, has a right to say to such an one—
“ Why doest thou s0?”  But there is ONEwho
has this right, and who will assuredly exercise
it. The God who made us, and who has given
us all our possessions, has declared, that we are
not our own; that we ourselves, and all we
possess, are his property ; that we are bound to
“seek FirsT the kingdom of God, and his righs
teousness ;" that the love of Christ ought ever
to “ constrain us to live not unto ourselves, but
to Him who died for us, and rose again;” and
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that “ moLinNEss To THE Lorp” ought to be in-
scribed uponevery article of our property, as well
as upon every aflection of our hearts. Thisis the
taw of Christ—not of the ceremonial economy
—but of his New Testament kingdom ; and he
will hold us to it. If we entircly reject this
law, it only shows that, whatever name we
may bear, we have “no part nor lot in his sal-
vation.” But if we acknowledge and desire
to be governed by it, and yet frequently alto-
gether lose sight of it, the probability is, that
judgments in Aind will be sent upon us for our
correction. There is reason to belicve that
many a man who refused to answer the claims
of his heavenly Benefactor has had that taken
away from him which he thought to lay up.
A venerable minister of the Church of England,
long since deceased, used to say—with as much
justice as precision—* Let me proportion my
giving to my income, or God will proportion my
income to my giving.” The late Join Thornton,
of London, of the same church, go cminent for
his religious charities, on hearing of the loss
of one of his ships, by which many thousand
pounds were unexpectedly taken from him—said
—*“It is because 1 have lately given less than I
ought to the Redeemer’s kingdom; I must give
more while I have it to give.” But what is
more conclusivestill. The Spirit of God, speak-
ing by the prophet Haggai, teaches the same
doctrine. Remonstrating with those in his day,
who neglected the building of God’s house for
the sake of attending to their own houses—he
says :—* Ye have sown much, and bring in lit-
tle; and he that earncth wages, earneth them
toput into a bag with holes. Ye looked for
much, and lo it came to little; and when ye
brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why?
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine
house that is waste; and ye run every man
to his own house. Therefore the heaven
over you is stayed from dew, and the earth
s stayed from her fruit—and I called for
a drought upon the land, and upon the corn,
and upon the oil, and upon that which the
ground bringeth forth, and upon ajl the labour
of your hands."—Haggai, i. 6.9. Ah! God
is the moet fearful of all creditors. We may
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defraud other creditors, and they may have no
remedy : but when we are deaf to the claims of
Omnipotence, we forget our own mercies, and
are in Hands from which there is no escape.
There is wisdom as well as convenience in
stated, systematic giving. An inspired apostle
enjoined on the Christians of his day to lay
aside something on the first day of each week—
something for the Lord’s trcasury; and the
measure of their contribution which he assigned
was—* according as the Lord had prospered
them.” Most people give at random; without
calculation ; without a plan. This is attended
with multiplied evils. Whercas, if the Chris-
tian, under a decp sensc of his obligation to
that God who has given him all that he pos-
sesses, deliberately scttlesin his own mind what
he ought to give to the Redeemer's kingdom,
and conscientiously lays it by as a sacred de-

_posit;—he will know kow much he gives, which

many, for want of this arrangement, greatly
mistake. He will come to this fund, when each
successive application is made, and take out of
it withow! a prejudice and without a grudge. He
will no longer be harsh to those who crave his
liberality. He will not be so ingenious, and
much on thealert as many now are, to evade an
appeal. He will allow to every case which pre-
sents, the amount of support which it seems to
demand; and he will meet the claim, not with
reluctance or with frowns, but with the promp-
titude and cheerfulness becoming a Christian
giver. How sweet the privilege of, every week
or month, devoting something to the kingdom
and glory of Him to whom we are indebted for
all we enjoy, and that we hope for!

O, if our Monthly Prayer Meetings were
strongly marked with this spirit; if we came
to them with hearts filled with love to the Sa-
viour and his cause; if, while we pray in word-
that “the heathen may be given to Him for
an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for a possession”—our whole souls sins
cerely responded to our petitions, we might ex-
pect to see the Lord’s treasury filled to over-
flowing, and a blessing poured out upon all our
churches, until there should be no more room to
receive it.” To be concluded.

Board of Sorcign Missions.

Furruthaday fisston.

PIPTE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FUTTEHGURH OR-
PHAN ASYLUM. ALLAHABAD: PRESBYTERIAN
MISSION PREsS, 1844.

The Missions of the Board in North India are three,
and they are designated by local names, agreeably to the

common and scriptural usage of our Church as to the
names of churches and church courts. The Lodiana Mis-
sioft in the north-west, and the Allahabad Mission in the
south-east of what is rather vaguely called Upper India,
have been already noticed ; see pp. 5. 37.

The Furrukhabad Mission occupies the country lying
between the provinces in which the other two missions
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HaviNg, in former numbers, bricfly traced the
history of the Monthly Concert in Prayer, and
endeavoured to show the duty and importance
of attending upon it; and having made some
suggestions respecting the best method of con-
ducting the exercise, and the obligation to ac-
company every season of prayer for the conver-
sion of the world with contributions for carry-
ing on the work; it only remains that I close
with some serious exhortations to fidelity and
perseverance in this important duty.

We are now prepared to reflect on what has
been said, and to make the whole matter of se-
rious consideration and of practical appeal.

Isit o, then, that the children of men with-
out the Gospel, are in a state of deplorable des-
titution and misery ; deprived of the best and
only effectual means of temporal comfort, and
without hope for eternity ? Isit so, that weare
all bound to feel for those who are in this situa-
tion, and to pray for them; and that, if we have
no heart to do this, we can have no scriptural
evidence that we are Christians? Is it so, that
it is in the power of the members of the Presby-
terian Church to send this glorious Gospel to
millions, both in our own country, and forcign
lands, who have it not; and that, notwithstand-
ing this, only a small portion of them have ever
rade any serious effort to fulfil this important
duty? Is it true, that, in a majority of our con-
gregations, ministers, and elders, and deacons,
and people, after every exhortation and entreaty
to the contrary, are still slumbering over this de-
linquency; that our prayer-meetings for the re-
vival of religion, and the conversion of the world,

are thin and cold; and that our Boards of Do-
mestic and Foreign Missions, are left to strug-
gle with all the embarrassments arising from
stinted means, and restricted plans of action?
and is it also true, that all this has been stated,
and again and again proclaimed to the Church,
in all her length and breadth, without exciting
anything like a general and cordial response,
and still leaving a large part of our nominal
body to all appearance indifferent and inactive
in regard to thesc high claims, which address
themselves so solemnly to every Christian feel-
ing ?

That there is a distressing lack of interest in
this great subject on the part of multitudes
among us who bear the Christian name, can be
doubted by none who have eyes to sec, and ears
to hear. To what are we to ascribe this de-
plorable delinquency? Not, surely, to the want
of importance and of intercst in the great object
recommended; for it is, beyond all comparison,
the most solemnly important, and the most in-
teresting object that can be presented to a thinke
ing mind. There can be none greater; none
more adapted to rouse the attention and capti-
vate all the sensibilities of the Christian’s heart,
The temporal and eternal welfare of unnum-
bered millions of men—the extension of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom—and the glory of the cternal
God—can any objects be greater than these, or
more worthy of our supreme regard?  Neither
does our deplorable delinquency in regard to this
object arise from ignorance of our duty; for it
has been sct before us, explained, and pressed
upon our conscicnces with a frequency, a clear-
ness, and a force which leave no individual
among us who has been willing to be informed,
at aloss to understand what the Lord would
have him to do. Nor yet, again, does the lack
of zcal and effort on this subject arise from want
of power to discharge the duty in question; for
we have abundant time, and means, and power,
for attending to far inferior objects. Nor yet,
once more, can we plead that the discharge of °
the duty in question is not accompanied with an
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appropriate and encouraging Yeward ; for, when
discharged from proper motives, and with a
proper spirit, there is no work in which a ra-
tional creature can engage with swecter enjoy-
ment, and of which the performance as well as
the retrospect is productive of richer or more
abundant fruits.

To what, then, are we to ascribe the delin-
quency in question, so disreputable to our char-
acter as a Church, and so distressing to all who
take a cordial interest in the extension of the
Redeemer’s kingdom? Must we be driven to
the mortifying conclusion that the melancholy
fact indicates that religion is at a low ebb inour
beloved Zion; that the greater part of those who
externally belong to our communion, have only
a nominal attachment to the great cause which
they profess to love; and that the great work of
spreading the knowledge of the Gospel holds a
place in their affections far below that which re-
lates to the gains and honours of the world?
Surely from a state so deplorable and criminal
as this, every one who is concerned for his pres-
ent peace or his eternal welfare, would wish to
be roused.

Permit me, then, in the name, and in the fear
of the Lord, to reason with those who lay claim,
in any sense, or in any degree, to the Christian
character, and are yet conscious that they are,
in any measure chargeable with this delin-
quency.

My dear friends, can any thinking person
doubt that the situation of those who are without
the Gospel, whether in heathen lands, or in
lands nominally Christian, is a situation truly
deplorable, and attended with circumstances in
the highest degree unfriendly to their present
enjoyment, and still more fatal to their eternal
welfare? Can any one doubt that for rational,
immortal and accountable creatures to be placed
in circumstances in which they can know noth-
ing of the Bible ; nothing of the means of grace;
nothing of those principles and teachers which
lead men to present happinessand toeternal salva-
tion,—is, of all situations on this side the abyss of
perdition, the most perilous and gloomy ? Can
any doubt that the Gospel is the greatest, rich-
est, best treasure that can possibly be sent toany
portion of our ruined race that is destitute of it ?
Can any really doubt that it is the duty of the
Church of Christ, as such, to take effectual
measures for sending this Gospel, far and wide,
in all its purity and power, to those who have it
not? And if this be the duty of the Church, as
a living, active body, does not every member of
the Church participate in this obligation ; and
is not every one directly or indirectly connected
with the Church, under a personal responsibility
in regard to this matter ; a responsibility weighty
and solemn, and from which it is impossible to
escape? Let me ask you, then, beloved reader
of these lines—if you call yourself a Christian—
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how will You escape from this obligation 7 Nay,
whether you call yourself a Christian or not;—
whether you bear the relation of formal mem-
bership to the church or not—how can you es-
cape fromit? If,indeed, you have publicly and
formally united yourself with the Church, this
act adds, no deubt, to your obligation ;—makes
it more strong and tender. But if you have
never taken this step, still if you have heard the
Gospel ; if you have the Bible in your hands,
you are bound to impart a knowledge of them
to others. To whomsoever much is given, of
them shall much be required. Let none say,
then, we have never made a profession of reli-
gion, and therefore, are not under obligation'ts
take an active part in spreading the Gospel.
You are bound, O reader, whoever you are, to
believe and obey the Gospel. But, if you fail of
performing this duty, this failure does not re-
lease you from the obligation to perform anothet,
that is, to send it abroad to others. Every one
to whom the Gospel comes is bound to believe
it; and, believing it, to confess Christ before
men. But if he believe not, though he ought

not, remaining in unbelief, to profese a lie; yet,
surely, his not making a profession of religion,

in these circamstances, does not,cannot release
him from the obligation to repent and believe.

All the weight of responsibility arising from his
character asa sinner to whom the offer of mercy
comes, still lies upon him. In all our contribu-
tions to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked,
or, in any way, to promote the happiness of our
fellow-men, it is our duty to give, from proper
motives, and with a proper spirit, from a disin-
terested principle of love to God, and a sacred
regard to the temporal and eternal well-being of
those to whom we give. But supposee a man
supremely worldly, who knows nothing of holy
love either to God or man, to know of a desti-
tute family hungry and starving at his door,
while he has bread enough and to spare; is he
not bound to contribute to their relief? If he
should, unfeelingly, refuse to afford relief, when
it wasin his power, should we not consider him
as a brute ? and if he should plead, as an apology

for not doing it, that he was not a Christian,

should we not regard him as insane; as one
who had entirely lost sight of the real nature of
moral obligation ?

The obligation, then, of all who bear the
Christian name, and of all who even possessthe
Gospel, to do their part for spreading it abroad,
being so plain, let me entreat you, beloved resder,
to bring this question hore, without partiality,
and without evasion, to your conscicnce
your heart, and to ask,—Am I faithfully dis-
charging this obligation 7—am I fulfilling my
duty in regard to the extension of the Redeem-
er's kingdom 7—am I acting as if I verily be-
lieved the Gospel to be the most precious of all
gifts of God to fallen, lost man ; and that there
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can be no real happiness, temporal or eternal, )

without it ?7—am I,in a word, habitually acting
toward my destitute fellow-creatures as I should
wish them, if [ were in their situation, to act to-
wardme? Which of us, dear reader, can hon-
estly answer these questions without a con-
sciousness of deep delinquency? And if any of
us are compelled, in candour, to reply, that we
are entirely, or in a great measure, neglecting
the duty to which they refer, how can we dare
to take the name or the seat of Christians ?
[fearthere is a large amount of selt-deception in
the minds of many professing Christians in re-
gard to this subject. If they were asked, Can
any one be a disciple of Christ who does not
sincerely desire the spread of the Gospel, and
the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom %
they would promptly and decisively answer,
No. If they were again asked, whether it is
possible either for the Church, or for any indi-
viduls, to prosecute any extensive plan for
enngelizing the world, without a large expen-
diture of funds? they would with equal prompt-
tess and decision reply, No. If further inter-
* mgated, how these funds were to be obtained,
i they would, without hesitation, say, The mem-
" bers of the Church ought, doubtless, to furnish
j them. Butif one question more were address-
el to them—Have yow contributed your due
proportion of what ought to be furnished for
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those who were sitting in the region and shad-
ow of death. We are quieting our consciences
with pleas quite as insufficient for our indolence.
But how long will it take to evangelize the
world, if the work should go on no faster than
we are now conducting it?7 Alas! at the end
of eighteen centuries more, 80 slow is the pre-
sent rate of progress, that, if we proceed no
faster than we are now doing, and if the earth’s
population goes on to increase as we have
reason to expect, we shall be found to have
gained but little, if any thing, on the wants and
miseries of our fallen world.

‘What Presbyterian is there who loves his
Church, and who, above all, loves his Saviour,
who is not grieved and humbled, when he
learns how meagre is the support, and how em-
barrassed the movements of our Boards of Mis-
sions, in sending the Gospel to the destitute
and the perishing? When he reads in the va-
rious channels of public intelligence, that all
our missionary stations, abroad and at home, are
calling for more labourers, and entreating us to
extend our plans, to enlarge our schools, so as
to comprehend the hundreds of children who
are waiting to be taken in to them, but cannot
be received for want of more means? Whois
not, I say, grieved and humbled, when he finds
that the funds placed at the disposal of our la-
borious and f.ithful Boards are more likely to

this great object? they would probably respond
“Not, perhaps, fully, but we have contributed
umuch as was convenient, and we trust that
the great Head of the Church, whose is the
power, will previde all that may be necessary
for the accomplishment of the object.” Is this
the spirit of those who would deal honestly
with conscience, and with God 7  Did the Re-
deemer do no more than was convenient for our
altion? Did the A postles do nothing more
tun was convenient for bearing the glad tid-
ings of great joy to the benighted and the per-
ishing? Will those poor, stinted contributions,
made without self-denial or a sacrifice, and
which you feel, at the time, to be falling below
what they ought to be, give any satisfaction in
A dying hour, when you come to review your
course, and examine the evidences of your sin-
cere discipleship? ¢ O that we were wise, that
We anderstood thie, that we would consider our
latter end 1" '

We look back with sorrow and shame on the
want of zeal and energy on the part of those
who have gone before us, when we recollect
that eighteen centuries have passed away, since
the full light of Gospel knowledge and privi-
lege has dawned upon our world ; and yet not
more than one quarter part of the population of
our globe has ever heard of the glad tidings of
tedeeming love. Our fathers quieted their con-
wciences with one plea or another, while they
were doing eo little to send the light of life to

be diminished than increased ; that these funds
are so inadequate, that, instead of enlarging
their plans, they are likely to be obliged to con-
tract them; that, instead of sending more la-
bourers, there is danger of their being compelled
to call back some who have been sent? O that
the friends of Christ would be persuaded to arise
as one man, and to say, with a zeal and an em-
phasis never yet put forth, “ These things must
not be so! and, God being our helper, these
things shall no longer be so !”

Our blessed Saviour long ago said, “The
children of this world are wiser in their genera-
tion than the children of licht.” Of the truth
of this fact, we have testimonials so numerous
and striking, that they cannot escape observa-
tion, and ought most deeply to humble us before
God. The*lovers of worldly gain, of carnal
pleasure, and of secular show and honours, are
ready to bestow treasures without stint on their
favourite objects. Who docs not know that
millions on millions are freely, nay eagerly be-
stowed on intoxicating poisons, which, if devo-
ted to the hallowed work of evangelizing the
world, would suffice for sending the Gospel to
every heathen nation now accessible to the re-
ligion of Christ? 'Who does not every day see
the votaries of this world submitting to priva-
tions, and making sacrifices for promoting tem-
poral objects, which, if they could be devoted
to our missionary boards, would furnish the
most ample means for executing their largest
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plans? And shall we be compelled to sit down
under the mortifying conclusion that the mass
of Christians cannot be excited to pay equal at-
tention, and to take an equal interest in the
kingdom of Christ, though they acknowledge
it to be of infinitely more importance than all
the kingdoms of this world and the glory of
them? Remember how busy the encmies of
religion are, in circulating their corrupt opini-
ons, their infidel tracts, and all those destruct-
ive influences which unbelief and impiety are
80 zealously engaged in scattering abroad. Re-
member, too, how active and unwearied the fol-
lowers of ‘‘the man of sin,” ‘“the son of per-
dition ” are, in spreading abroad their miserable
superstitions and idolatries; how they compass
sea and land to make one proselyte, and when
they have gained him, make him tenfold more
the child of perdition than themsclves. The
foreign votaries of the Papacy find it easy to
collect from a hundred thousand to a quarter of
a million of dollars annually, for sending to our
country to propagate their unhallowed system
of superstition and idolatry among us. And
shall those who profess to be animated with the
pure love of Christ, have less concern for the
spread of the glorious Gospel, and the salvation
* of their fellow-men? Shall those who are
blessed with the knowledge of a pure Gospel,
and who profess to have felt its power, be un-
willing to take the same pains, and to make
« equal sacrifices for sending to the destitute and
the perishing, that Gospel which is the power
of God to salvation to every one that believeth 7
Alas, alas! what shall we say to the cavillers
who exultingly recite these things, and who al-
lege that the system of Romanism is more be-
nign, and more abundantly productive of bene-
volent fruits than that of Protestants 1
Nor ought we, in our meditations on this
subject, to forget the noble example of our
brethren of the Free CHurcu of Scotiand,
since their scparation from the national estab-
lishment, and their assertion of *that liberty
wherewith Christ hath made his people free.”
Though, by the disruption of their sccularities,
they have given up all their public endowments,
and consigned their congregationseto poverty,
and to a struggle with all those difficulties which
poverty brings with it; though, from that thrill-
ing hour, they were compelled to take upon
themselves burdens and responsibilities to which
they had been altogether unaccustomed; yet
they have not only replaced, substantially, na-
tional cndowments, by the abundance of their
spontaneous contributions, but they have also
contributed more for missionary objects, during
the short time that they have stood alone, than
the whole endowed church ever raised before
the disruption! How was this? Their afflic-
tion gave them a decper sense of the value of
the Gospcl, and their obligation tosend it, as far
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“as they could, to the oppressed and the misera-

ble. We are accustomed to speak of their
achievements with applause; O that we may
catch something of their spirit, and learn, like
them, as the demands on our Christian liberality
rise higher, and become more abundant, to open
our hearts with cheerful and ever increasing
enlargement !

Dear reader! when you enter into your closet,
and ask the blessing of God on your own soul;
when you thank him that your lot is cast ina
land of Christian light and knowledge; when
you pray that your Bible, your Sabbaths, and
all the means of grace with which you are fa-
voured, may be blessed to your own spiritual
benefit; do you never suffer your mind to tum
toward those who are destitute of all these spi-
ritual privileges ? and if you ever think of them,
in all their darkness and misery, can you divest
yourself of the eonviction, that you owe them
something—more than you have ever done for
them? And can you ponder this debt in your
mind, without rousing from your lethargy, and
resolving that, by the grace of God, you will en-
deavour to do more than you have ever yet
done for their benefit? And oh, inthat solemn
place, and in that tender and solemn season,
when you extend your views forward a little;
when you think of a dying hour, and of the
responsibilitics connected with your appearance
before the judgment seat of Christ, can you re-
flect without pain on the millions sitting in the
region and shadow of death, for whose temporal
and eternal benefit you have contributed far less
than for some of the veriest luxuries, which you
would have been as healthful and as happy
without as with ? ’

Ministers of the Gospel! suffer an aged bro-
ther, who feels himself to be on the verge of his
great account, tospeak to you with freedom and
affection. I cannot divest myself of the im-
pression that a large part of the delinquency in
zeal and effort in this great cause, in many of
our churches, may be traced, in some measure
at least, to the want of that decp interest, and
those corresponding indefatigable labours in be-
half of this cause, which ought to characteriso
their spiritual leadcrs and guides. T recollect
too well, beloved brethren, my own delinquen-
cies a8 a pastor, to admit of my pleading with
you in any other than the most respectful and
affectionate language. It is presumed you have
made up your winds, that it is not your duty to
engage in missionary work, either in the forcign
or domestic field. But is there, therefore, no-
thing incumbent on you in relation to the great
missionary cause? I answer, justas muchand
as solemnly as if you were yourselves labourers
in that great field. If you were missionaries,
you would be bound to do all in your power to
CARRY the Gospel to those who had it not. But,
being pastors, or labourers at home, you arebound
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by equally strong and solemn ties to do all in
your power to SEND the Gospel to those who are
withoutit. Youcomplain, perhaps, and express
regret that your people are torpid and backward
in fulfilling their duty in regard to the cause of
missions. But, beloved Brethren, is no share
of the blame for this delinquency to be laid at
your door ?  Have you done all in your power
to ealighten, stimulate, and urge them forward
to thedischarge of theirduty 7 Have you taken
care to inform yourselves of the wants and mis-
eries of the heathen, and of those in our own
land, who are destitute of the Gospel? Have
you carried a deep impression of these wants
and miseries with you into the pulpit from Sab-
bath to Sabbath, and into the family visitation
from house to house, and have you laboured
faithfully to impart this impression to all who
listen to your voice? Are you careful to keep
all whom you either statedly or occasionally
address, awake and alive, from time to time, to
the claims of God upon them, as workers to-
gether with him in spreading the Gospel ?  Are
your habitual preaching, your public and social
prayers, and your daily example a constant
memento of their duty, and a powerful stimulus
to its performance? If the leaders and guides
of the people have not done this, are they free
from the guilt of their people’s delinquency ?
O, if pastors really performed their duty with
fidelity and zeal, there would be little need of
public Agenis to go from church to church to
remind those pastors of their duty, and in fact, to
take it out of their hands, and doit forthem. Itis
because so many who bear the sacred office ap-
pear to take so little interest in the missionary
cause, and either forget or neglect to bring it be-
fore the minds of their people; and, when they
do attempt to speak of it, do it with so little ap-
parent feeling, that they permit the subject, if I
may so express it, to die away in the memories
and hearts of those committed to their charge.
Elders and Deacons of the Church of God!
allow me, before I close, to address a word of ex-
hortation and entreaty to you! You are set to
be counsellors and helpers of your pastors in at-
tending to the temporal and spiritual wants of
the flock. Of course, if your pastors, from
feeble health, or failing memories, or depressed
spirits, become at any time, delinquent in at-
tending to the claims of the missionary cause, it
is your privilege and your duty to interpose and
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to prevent its being neglected or forgotten, so
that you may be every day saying or doing
something to impart knowledge, or awaken zeal
in regard to this great cause. By doubling
your own exertions, and endeavouring, each
one, to excite some friend and neighbour to do
the same; and by labouring, in all your inter-
course with the members of your respective con-
gregations to excite and extend a misstonary
spirit; by urging every one who can read, to
take the missionary publications of our Boards,
you may accomplish an amount of aid to the
cause which you cannot now anticipate.

Finally, let us all endeavour to rouse our-
selves to decper sensibility, and more active zeal
on this great subject. Let the language of the
evangelical prophet be sounding in our ears
wherever we go, and whatever we undertake,
Auwake, awake, put on strength, O Zionl* O
that it might please the Lord to raise up another
Isaiak; another like him in spirit and in ele- -
quence, to go forth through the length and
breadth of the land, proclaiming in the name of
the Lord, Awake, awake, put on strength, O
Zion! Or rather, O that it might please
Isaiak's God to pour out upon all our churches,
and upon all our ministers and elders, a spirit of
awakening, and of active zeal for the salvation
of souls! What object in the universe, let me
ask, can more emphatically or more worthily
call on us to put forth all our strength, than that
of extending the Redeemer’s empire, and pro-
moting the everlasting benefit of millions of im-
mortal spirits? and for this purpose sending
them that glorious Gospel, which is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.
Surely here is an object worthy of every effort,
and of every sacrifice that can be made by in-
telligent and accountable creatures.—Again,
then, I say, in the language of the Prophet, to
every minister, every member, and every well-
wisher of our Zion, Awake! Awake! Pray
and labour without ceasing, until there shall be
a general and united movement of our whole
Church to carry the glorious Gospel to every
kindred, and people, and nation, and tongue;
until the knowledge and glory of the Lord shall
“cover the earth, as the waters fill the sea.”
Amen!

* Isaiah lii. 1.
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