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CHABACTER.—No. XI. 

‘What gives us delight when contemplated in 
the character of another, we bit 

Jess. As every hu- 

‘mati virtue, was exemplified and exhibited in 
‘the: tife.of Christ upon earth, the soul that 
‘loves, hint delights to contemplate each of the 

‘traits of pure character, and sincerely 

longs. 40 imbibe his spirit and copy his-exam- 
‘ple. And this desire resis not 6a mere gene- 
ral. views. of moral excellence, but is fixed 
vib intensity on every particular virtue or ex- 
cellence. Was Christ zealous for the honour 

‘and glory df his Father, the pious soul de- 

sires.to be inflamed with the same pure and 

ardent flame—was Christ much gree to devo- 
tional ‘exercises, spending whole nights in 
prayer, the sincere Christian desires nothing 

more than to have such a spitit enkindled 
within it, and would rps it be highest fa- 
your to-have a spirit of grace and supplication 
poured out aon Was the blessed Redeem- 
‘ef actuated by the most expansive benevolence 
and affected with the most pence and ten- 
der compassion for the miseries of men, even 
bch evemies, so the soul that loves him 
breathes out continual prayers, for a benevo- 
lent ‘and feeling heart. as Christ meek, 
‘humble, and patient, calmly. submitting to in- 

jury, contented with a lowly state in the world, 
willing to endure poverty and reproach, exer- 
eising Jove and kindness to his enemies, yea 

Oh how lovely do such 
traits of character appear in the eyes of one 
truly enlightened. Now where there exists a 
‘sincere and constant desire to be conformed to 
thei of the Son of God, there will be a 
habitual endeavour to imbibe his spirit and 
walk in his footsteps. His example will be 
often-brought before the mind for delightful) 
contemplation, and the more: it is contempla- 

ted, the greater will be the delight and admira- 
tion of the pious mind, and the stronger the 
effort to copy his. example and wa 

cols And these desires ‘and longings 
will nat. be ineffectual... ‘There will be progress 

dissatishied with himself just in proportion as 
he finds io himself a want of conformity to 
Christ.. He will be humbled continually on 
‘ectount of his deficiencies, and will esteem his 
former attainments as, nothing, while so much 
‘remains to be accomplished; forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth 
te those things which are before, he presses | 
towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God. He is of the number whom 
Chtist pronounces blessed; for he is poor in 
spirit, an. humble penitent mourner on account 
of sins. rs and thirsts after righteousness ; 
cultivates parity of heart; is a lover of peace 
and sonate to the afflicted. This evi- 
dence of piety. namely, a love of unusual holi- 
fess, and a fixed purpose to seek after it, is the 
highest and best of all evidences of a renewed 
spirit. Itis:a temper which no hypocrite or 
other unregenerate person ever possessed. It 
is the grand characteristic of a true Christian. 
This evidence alone if clearly ascertained is 
sufficient, and all others without it would be 
unsatisfactory. “1 esteem,” said the royal: 

precepts concerning all 
things. to be right, and I hatesevery false way.” 
“O how love I thy law, it isymy meditation 
day and night.” And the more we grow in 
conformity ito Christ, the brighter will this 
evidence-shine. And this is the end which 
God. had'in view. in the predestination of his 
chosen people. For whom he foreknew, them 
he also inated to be conformed to the 
image of his Son.” And Christ in the redemp- 
tion of the elect had the same object in view. 
His name was called Jésus because be shall 
save his from their sins.” And, suys 
Paul, be gave himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all, iniquity, and purify to him- 
self, a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

The last evidence of sincere love which | 
shall mention is, that it.ever prompts and in- 
clines the person who feels it to seek the hon- 
outand promote the prosperity of the person be- 
loved.. And conversely, will cause rief and 
pain, when the object of our affection 1s dishon- 

‘Now the essential glory of God cannot be in- 
creaséd, for it is infinite; nor can we wish him to 
be more.independent, more wise, more powerful, 
or more blessed than He is; for in all these re- 
spects He is infinite; .but as to the manifesta- 
tion of his attributes, this may be more or less 
perfect, aad to promote this declarative glory 
as the highest aim which any creature, however 
exalted, can entertain. For this very purpose 
were raticnal creatures formed. And as.God’s 
chief glory is.his moral character, therefore to 
celebrate, to make known and to glorify his 
mercy, his long-suffering, and also his holiness, 
justice, and.truth is the highest end at whicb 

any’créature van aim; and that there might be 

creatures capable of rendering him a tribute of 
honour. and praise, on this account, he has en- 
dowed them not only with reason, but with a 
moral faculty ; so that they are capable of per- 
ceiving and appreciating the moral excellency o: 

his -divine character. Holy beings delight in 
the contemplation of the glory of God, and find 
their happiness in loving, admiring, and prais- 
ing this superlative excellence, And as soon as 
the love of Ged is restored to the soul of man, 

he is immediately impelled by this constraining} 

motive to make the glory of God the first and 

chief object of his pursuit. As certainly as the 

magnetic needle, when left at liberty, will point 

to, the poles, so-surely will: the heart of man, 

touched by Divine grace, direct itself to seek 

the glory af: God, its Creator and Redeemer. 

It may, by extraneous forces, be drawn aside 

for'a moment, but its struggles to-disengage !t- 
self from these, and feels that it is not oben 

proper position until it regains: its natura 

rection, Every soul born from above as na- 
turally: ascends to God in desire and delight, 

geal forhia glory, as the sparks fly-upward, 

ts, must be post paid 

his character. 
i 

pat wish | street 

walk. in his | 

} denaviers no'work is undertaken, no action is 
liberately ed, which is not made to 

-tend to this point: Whether the eats or 
‘@rinks, or whatever he does, does alt to the 

he is constrained to see and acknowledge that 

‘he aims, and this is sure to cause him to mourn 
over His failures, and to blame himself for the 

sulacriptio’,| foebleness of his love, and for the defects in his 
Obedience. - It is also the fact, that when we 
sincerely love any person, we not only desire: 
to honour him ourselves, but wish to bring 
others to esteem and honour him also; and 
when, instend of so doing, they cast dishonour 
upon him, we are sorely grieved, and feel that 
we ourselves aredishonoured. Yea, when love 
to Christ is ardent, we would rather suffer re- 
proach ourselves than that it should fall upon 
him. A. A. 

PHILADELPHIA SABBATH ASSOCIATION. 
' "The Managers of the Philadelphia Sabbath 
Association, in presenting to the public their 
first report, desire to express their ‘giatitude to 
the God of the Sabbath for the success that, 

blessing, ‘has attended their incipi- 

This Association was organized in the Spruce 
Baptist Church, on the 2d of October, 

1841.* Its object, as expressed in the first ar- 
| ticle of the constitution, is, “‘ to co-operate with 
| Other similar associations in promoting the ob- 
servance of the Christian Sabbath ; particularly 
with reference to the transportation of merchan- 

- dize on our inland lines of communication, and 
to secure to the men employed on them the 
most appropriate means of ‘moral and religious 
improvement.” Another important feature of 
this Association is, that the Board is restricted 
by their by-laws from incurring any debt be- 
yond funds in hand—thus referring the ques- 
tion directly to the Christian public whether 
agents and missionaries shall be sustained in 
prosecuting its beneficent purposes. 

The following memorial was then circulated, 
and received the signature of a large number 
of the merchants of this city : . 
‘The undersigned, interested in the western 

trade of Philadelphia, hereby express their 
opinion, that the transportation of merchandize 
by. our canals and railroads on PHE SABBATH | 
is @nauthorized by any necessity, and much to 
be lamented as a violation of the law of God; 
ahd its discontinuance is hereby recommended 
to the proprietors of the Transportation Lines.”’| 

In October last, the Rev. O. S. Powell was 
elected general agent of the Association. Since 
then he has visited several towns on the line of 
the Pennsylvania canal, many of the impor- 
tant commercial towns in Ohio, and also Madi- 
son and New Albany in [ndiana. 

The Means Emyloyed have been preaching 
on the importance of the sanctification of the 
Sabbath, and of affording the means of grace 
to the boatmen; holding public meetings in 
which the subject has been freely discussed, 
and the sentiments of these meetings expressed 
‘through published resolutions; and in most 

merchants, millers, and manufacturers, recom- 
mending an entire cessation of the transporta- 
tion of merchandize on the Sabbath. 

The Success of these Efforts has thus far 
exceeded the most sanguine expectations of the 
| friends of the cause... “bet a 

“The memorials have been very numerously 
signed, as will be seen by reference to a subse- 
quent page. Ina majority of the towns where 
ap expression of opinion has been solicited, 
seven-eighths of the mercantile men have in this 
manner readily recognized their obligations to 
observe the Sabbath of the Lord. 

There has been great unanimity of action 
among good men of every denomination, and of 
almost every occupation. Clergymen, mer- 
chants, boat proprietors, and boatmen, have 
looked upon. our plan of operations as unex- 
ceptionable and practicable; and very many 
have given their hearty co-operation. ‘There 
has, also, been an almost entire absence of op- 
position from any quarter. This is the more 
remarkable, as the obligation to keep holy the 
Sabbath day has been enforced, not only from 
the pulpit, and in the public meeting, but in the 
cabins of steam and canal boats. In these 
thingswwe cannot fail to see, and would not fuil 
to acknowledge the hand of God. | 

The proprietors of several lines on the Ohio 
canal have determined not to run on the Sab- 
bath. 

On the western section of the Pennsylvania 
canal, nearly all the boats are laid by on that 
day, and the practice is fast gaining favour 
with boat proprietors and boatmen on the east 
side of the mountain. Thé success of one of 
the large lines, that adopted this practice strictly 
the last. year, is a sufficient demonstration of 
its feasibility. 

This release from Sabbath labour of the men 
employed on the transportation boats, has de- 
volved an additional responsibility on the Chris- 
tian community to endeavour to bring them un- 
der the influence of the means of grace. We 
trust this responsibility will be cheerfully and 
promptly met. The spiritual interests of the 
boatmen have been too long neglected. They 
have felt it. The community have reaped the 
bitter fruits of that neglect. 

The plan which this Association proposes, is 
the appointment of committees in each of the 
towns along our canals, consisting of one from 
each evangelical church, to visit the boats on 
‘Sabbath morning, and invite the boatmen:to at- 
tend meeting—thus assuring them that they 
are Welcome to our churches. : 

_ In addition to this, it is proposed to employ 
missionaries, who shall spend the six days of 
the weeks on the boats, exerting such religious 
influence upon the boatmen as may be in their 
power, and on the Sabbath they will stop at 
some town, and aid the committees in the dis- 
charge of their duties. Similar labours have 
been performed with great success on the New 
York canals during the last two years. May 
we not hope for equally favourable results on 
the canals in Pennsylvania and Ohio? 
"The Society would now invite the attention 

of merchants and of the proprietors of all trans- 
| portation lines, to some of the reasons which 
| should, in our judgment, induce a general ces. 
sation of Sabbath labour on our lines of internal 
communication. 

1. The system that has hitherto prevailed, 
deprives the labourers on our inland communi- 
cations, of the privilege of resting on the Sab- 
bath—a privilege that we hold most dear. It 
is also a right, claimed for man and for the la- 
“bouring beast, by the authority of the Supreme 
Lawgiver of the universe. 

2. The system of Sabbath labour is highly 
injurious to the morals of thoseemployed. No 

* Previous to the organization of the, Associa- 
tion, the Rev. O. S. Powell, then acting as agent of 
the American Bethel Society, came to the city, and 
afier conference with many clergymen and commer- 
cial men, a public meeting was held in the Union 
‘Methodist Church in Fourth street. The assembly 
was large, and embodied much of the moral irflu- 
ence of the city. 

Encouraged by the demonstrations of feeling at 
that meeting, urged by.the importance of such 
a Society in this commercial emporium, the friends 

bee when the loveof Christ is in constant, live- 
of the cause proceeded to the organization of this 

‘Bat as all ard imperfect in this! 
life; when he takes a retrospect $f ‘his conduct,: 

he comee‘very far short of the mark at which 

they have assured me that Sabbath-breaking 

memorials have been circulated among] 

}once run his boat aground, so that it remained 

shorter period. 

ments of God,.war against the Providence of 

ine God ofthe Bibvte for his constant smiles. 

nation, not even heathen, have been able to se- 
cure civil and social order without an observance | 
of their religious rites. ‘The Christian system) 
we. believe to be infinitely superior to any other. 

to ita existence. What incalculable mischief 
must inevitably flow from its entire neglect? 
On this point we adduce a few facts. 

Sir Matthew. Hale said, “* That of the. persons 
that were convicted of capital crimes while he 
was on the bench, he found only a few. w 
would not confess, that they began their career 
of wickedness by a neglect of the duties of the 
Sabbath, and by vicious conduct on that day.” 
_ In 1838, before the committee of the British 
Parliament, the. Rev. David Ruel, who had 
been twenty-eight years chaplain of prisons in 
London, and who had had, on a low calculation, 
one hundred thousand prisoners under his care, 
testified as follows :—I do not recollect a single} 
case of capital offence where the party has not 
been a Sabbath-breaker; and, in many cases, 

WAS. THE FIRST STEP in the course of crime. 
Indeed, I may say, in reference to prisoners of 
all classes, that in nineteen cases out of twenty, 
they are persons who not only neglected the Sab- 
bath, but ali the other ordinances of religion.” 
. From the report of the Auburn State Prison; 
ia 1838, we learn that of twelve hundred and 
thirty-two criminals, twelve hundred and six]. 
had been habitual Sabbath-breakers, three -hun- 
dred and one of these “‘ had followed the canal,” 
and one huadred and forty-six more had been 
sailors. | 

3. Could the 
ble means of moral and religious instruction, be 
enjoyed by the men employed in this business,| 
the security of life and property intrusted to} 
their care would be very greatly increased. 
Recklessness in regard to these important trusts 
ov in proportion as moral restraint dimia- 
ishes. 

The cause of the catastrophes of many steam- 
boats on the western wsters is clearly evident. 
And it is the opinion of men, long engaged in 
the business of the transportation of merchan- 
dize, that. a majority. of what are denominated: 
accidents, that have resulted in the destruction: 
of life and property, might have been avoided, 
were the men to whose care these were com- 
mitted actuated by correct moral principles. 
Is it not time that the remedy should by ap- 
plied. 

4. We confidently believe, that as great an 
amount of labour can be performed in six days 
in a week, as by the exaction of seven. 

A multitude of facts might be adduced from 
the testimony given before the British Parlia- 
ment, and in our own country, from the experi- 
ence of teamsters, drovers, stage proprietors, 
canal boatmen, flat boatmen,.and raftsmen, to 
substantiate this point, and at the end of a sea- 
son, the physical condition of man and beast 
will be much better than those that labour with- 
out a weekly interval of rest. We will give a 
few facts to corroborate this statement, A gen- 
theman residing near Marietta, Ohio, stated in a 
public meeting, that he had run flat boats four- 
teen years on the Ohio river, that he always 
tied up his boat on the Sabbath—that he had 
never met with any accident, except that he 

fast about two hours, and that he had never failed 
to be in market as soon as those that run on 
the Sabbath. 

quently leave Columbus on Saturday night, 
while he remains till Monday morning, and that. 
he seldom fails to pass them before they arrive 
at Cleaveland. Several western merchants 
have stated that they shipped their goods at 
Philadelphia in a six day line the last season, 
and that they never had received their goods in 

5. It is our deliberate conviction that our na- 
tion is suffering the judgments of God for the 
vo of the Sabbath. It has been well said, 
“Tat they who war against the command- 

God.” We feel assured that every believer tm 
the Bible as a revelation from God, who is also 
an attentive reader, must be impressed with the 
conviction, that his righteous displeasure will 
rest upon us, as a people, so long as we con- 
tinue thus openly to disregard his authority. 

And we do most earnestly inquire whether his 
Providence does not at this time indicate an 
urgent necessity of giving the rest of the Sab- 
bath to those who have long been depriyed of 
it? | 

In conelusion, we commend our agent and 
missionaries to the confidence and patronage of 
the friends of the Sabbath, with our prayers that 
all engaged in this work may be deeply imbued 
with the spirit of that gospel which is peace and 
righteousness, and that His blessing may rest 
on our efforts, who has said, **‘ Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it Holy.” 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The twenty-sizth anniversary of the Ameri- 

can Bible Society was held in the Broadway 
Tabernacle on Thursday, the 12th instant, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. 

The President, Hon. John Cotton Smith, took 
the chair, and the meeting was opened by read- 
ing of the 96th Psalm, by:the Rev. Dr. Carna- 
han, President of Princeton College. 

The venerable President addressed the So- 
ciety for a few moments, congratulating it on 
the great amount of good it had accomplished 
during the year; and expressing gratitude to 

He mentiohed with high gratificatiun the fact 
that the Secretary of the Navy had ordered the 
chest of each seaman in the service to be sup- 
plied with a copy of the word of God; and 
also the circular of the Secretary of State of 
New York, recommending the use of the New 
Testament in common schools. He vindicated 
King James’s version of the Scriptures, and de- 
precated with great earnestness any attempts to 
alterand amend it. He urged the necessity o 
guarding it with special care against corrup- 
lions. 

Joseph Hyde, Esq., the assistant treasurer, 
then read his report as treasurer. The receipts 
‘of the year are $134,357.08, being an increase 
of $15,496.67 over those of the previous year. 
The disbursements have been $138,649.70, 
leaving the society in debt to the Treasurer 
$5292.62. 

The Rev. J. C. Brigham, the corresponding 
secretary, read an abstract of the annual report 
of the Board of Managers, from which we learn 
that— 

In the course of the year two Vice-Presidents 
have died, Joseph Nourse, Esq., of the District 
of Columbia; and Hon. Jesse L. Holman, of 
Indiana. Also, onc Manager, Samuel Parsons, 
Esq., New York, of the Society of Friends. 

New Life Directors, - g2 
New Life Members, - - 503 

~ New Auxiliary Societies formed, 67. 
This number of Auxiliaries is more than 

three times as large as that of the previous 
year. Most of them are formed in the new 
States, one in Texas, and one at the: Sandwich 
Islands. 

- ‘The number of Bibles printed is 104,000, the} 
number of Testaments 172,000, making a total 
of 276,000 copies. 

The Sabbath not only forms.a prominent fea-| 
ture in that. system, but is absolutely essential) 

pe 
ho] bourgeois Bible, and also for the: New Testa- 

‘for the use of the blind. ° These Jatter plates 
“have'been prepared in Boston, undef the diree- 

-when published. 

that the Bible: cause will be sustained without 

rest of the Sabbath, and suita-| 

our new settlements—both fimilies aad schools, 

vided, looking at the claims both 

Ohio, to Cleveland. He says that boats fre- at the Broadway Tabernacléon, the evening, of 

‘The number of Bibles and Teslaments is- 

sued is 257,060 copies, being an ihore 
the issues of the previous year of 271. 

must. be made to increase this as fast as 
the auxiliaries indebted pay for the'boeks they 

Stereotype plates have been for ‘a} , 

ment, and thé book of Psalms, in rejsed letters, 

tion of Samuel G. Howe. 'Théy“have been} 
attended with considerable expense,; but will 
last for many years. The unhappy condition 
of those for whom the work is des 
the duty of the Board very plain. ~° # 

The board have ‘unammously dei 
they will print no more ‘Bibles. ar * 
translated from the Vulgate, ‘Ths 
hand of the Spanish Bible, ‘and 
French and a Portugaese Roman’ 
tament, are to be sold for type meal 

Plates for a new Spanish Protestant Testament 
have been ordered,.and books from them will-be 
teady for delivery in a few months... The rea-: 
sons for this ‘measure will be founil ithe report}: 

Ten travelling agents have’ been employed'all 
the year, and four more for a part of the time. 
These agencies are attended with expense, yet 
thoy are not employed, when there ‘is evidence 

them. Experience of a quarter of a century 
has convinced the Board of their great import-| 
ance in some cifcumstances. oe 

Numerous grants of Bibles and ‘Testaments 
have been made for supplying the destitute of 

for the supply of our seamen, boatmen, soldiers 
and emigrants, as will be seen by. the report. 
Other grants, mostly in English, Preach, and 
German, have been made for Texas, Hayti, 
Havre in France, Bremerhaven, in Germany, 
for missions in West Africa, Ceylon, Madras, 
and Sandwich I[slands. 

Moneys have been paid as follows, for pre- 
paring and circulating the Scripturés abroad.: 

For France, $500 

For Russia and Finland,, 1000 
For Ceylon, - 23000 

For Madura, -- - 17000 
For Northern India, - - 2500 

Eor Sandwich Islands, - 2000 
For Greece, Turkey, Syria, &c. 2499 

These sums are payme ts but in part of what 
has been appropriated, and which is alt wanted’; |. 
$30,000 at least of what has been receftly call- 
ed for and conditionally promised, remains’ un- 
paid, while new calls for the coming year be- 
gin already ‘to arrive. The managers have 
done the best they could with. the means: pro- 

ofthe home 
and the foreign field. ‘They would pegraeta 
that so much has been effected, and sould in- 
vite their fellow labourers to enter pha new 
year with increased faith, zeal, pefeeverarice 

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY 

Wednesday the I 1th inst., Heary Dwight, Esq., 
of Geneva, President of the Society, occupied 
the chair. ‘The exercises ‘were commenced 
with prayer, by Rev. Dr. Codman, of Dorches- 
ter; after which Jasper Corning, Esq., Treasur- 
er of the society, presented his Anhual Report. 
The report stated that the resources during: the 
last year had been $95,291.43, and that the 
liabilities of the society for the same year were 
$107;085.89. Of their liabiiities, $98,999.36 
have been paid ; leaving $12,785.75 still due to 
the labourers who have performed their service, 
and toward cancelling which there remains in 
the treasury a balance only of $991.29. : 
The receipts for this year are $7050.30 

greater than those of the preceding. ‘The 
amount received in payment of legacies during 
the year is $12,423.42, exceeding the amount | 
received from similar sources the preceding 
year, by $7327.23. 

We enter upon a new year with an increased 
amount, $12,785, already due to the mission- | 
aries, with an increased amount, $35,549.63, | 
of pledges to be redeemed, with a hundred and} 
one more missionaries to be sustained, with a} 
work before us greatly augmented by what we 
have failed the past year to do, and by the ra- 
pidity with which it every year grows upon our 
hands. 

The report of the executive committee was 
read by Rev. Milton Badger, one of the secre- 
taries for correspondence. In this report it was 
stated that | 

‘¢ The cause of temperance, in connexion with 
the labours of the missionaries, has made ad- 
vances, during the year, that have no parallel 
in the history of the Society’s operations. 

Not less than 134,000 souls are pledged to 
entire abstinence from every thing that can in- 
toxicate, in the communities which have been 
blessed by the labours of the missionaries. 

Seldom has it been our privilege to speak of 
a larger number of revivals, in connection with 
the missionary stations, and those of more in- | 
terest and power than have been enjoyed the 
past year, especially~:in the last half year. 
Many of these revivals are still in progress, and | 
the results cannot be told. In ong hundred and 
nine congregations, however, we are able to 
say, that God either is or has been, during the 
past year, specially present; and the number of 
hopeful conversions, reported by two hundred 
and twenty-eight missionaries, is 3018. 

The number added to the churches on pro- 
fession of their faith, is not far from 3446; by 
letters from other churches, 2060— in all, 5514, 
which exceeds the number added the last year 
by eight hundred and ninety-six. 

The whole number of missionaries in com- 
mission during the year is seven hundred and 
ninety-one, being one hundred and one more 
than were in the service of the society the pre- 
ceding year, and five more than the largest 
number which the society has ever before had 
in commission on the American field, in any 
one year since its organization. : 

Of the missionaries reported, five hundred 
and forty-eight were in commission at the be- 
ginning of the year, and two hundred and for- 
ty-three have been since appointed. | 

The locations of the missionaries are in 
twenty-three different States and. Territories, in} 
Upper and Lower Canada, and im Texas. _ 
The number of congregations ahd missionary | 

districts is nine hundred and eighty-seven, ex- 
ceeding the number of last year by one hundred 
and twenty-five; and the amount of labour fet 
formed is equal to five hundred and ninety-four 
years, being ninety-three years of labour more} 
than were reported at the last anniversary, and 
thirty years more than have ever before been} 
reported in a single year. - 

e amount contributed to various benevo-} 
lent objects, by two hundred and eigty-eight} gi 
congrégations—the whole sumber from which), 
we have reports on this subject—is $1 169%) 
verifying the statements of former’ years, tha 

| fort 
: aid of feeble churshes, is paid 
ring . the -year, inte ‘the different channels of 

jnat.; Anson G, Phelps, 

de! read by Rev. Dr. Cone. 
| by Benjamin F. Butler, Esq., William L. Stone, 

| half or three quarters of an hour, without wea- 

‘A large number from Kentucky and other 

1500 the same hour in the ‘T'abernacle.—Journal 

ry panto 

‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 

approaches to the throne of grace we should 

per cent..on the amoun 

_ The anniversary was held in the Middle 
Dutch Church on Wednesday evening, the 11th 

- presiding. A 
ortion of the Scripture was read by Rev. Dr. 
Witt, and ‘prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. 

Ogden of Whiteshorongh. . 
Moses Allen, Esq., Treasurer, read a report, 

from which it appeared that the receipts of the 
society for’ the year hind been $8856.52, and 
the expenditures $9998.68. 
The report of the’ Executive Committee was 

Addresses were made 

Rev. Dr. Cote, and Mr. Gurley, corresponding 
secretary of the parent society, who had just 
arrived from Washington. The meeting through- 
out was full of interest. Mr. Gurley spoke for: 

rying the audience, although so late in the eve- 
ning. 

| He ated. that the ap ications: of coloured 
persons for the means ation to Liberia | 
were Very numerous and pressing. Most of 
them were emancipated slaves, or pérsons who 
were to be emancipated on condition of removal. 

places were now at Norfolk, and were in a few 
days to embark for the Colony. : | 

. Mr.'Garley represented the society as in ur- 
gent néed of money, to aid in defraying the ex- 
penses ol thisexpedition, and of other expeditions 
which ought soon to follow—remarked that the 
Colonization Convention recently held at. Wash- 
ington, and which continued in session several 
days, was, in his view, the most important 
meeting in reference to the interests of African 
Colonization, which has ever been held. 

Several distinguished members of Congress 
took a prominént part in its proceedings, and 
declared their determination to bring before Con- 
gress, and to urge upon its adoption, a motion 
to extend to the African Colonies adequate pro- 
tection and aid. | | 

The house that evening was nearly filled, not- 
withstanding the Home Missionary Society met 

of Commerce. 7 

For the Presbyterlan. 
ON FAMILY PRAYER, 

Our excellent Catechism defines prayer to be, 
“an offering up of our desires to God, for 
things agreeable to his will, in the name of 
Christ, with confession of our sins, and thank- 
ful neknowledgment of his mercies.” We have 
here five very important points, which ought to 
be considered by every one, who approaches 
the throne of grace. The first is that prayer 
is the offering up of our desires to God. God 
alone is to be worshipped, and to him all flesh 
should come. ‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved 
all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and 

Is else.” xlv. 22. “ [rust in 
im at all times ye people: pour out your heart 

before him: God is Psa. Lxii. 
8. “ Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my 
King, and my God, for unto thee will I pray. 
My voice shall thou. hear in the morning O 
Lord: in the morning will I direct my. prayer 

- thee, -and will jook up.” Psa. v. 2, 

him only shalt thou serve.” Matt. iv.10, We 
are to present our desires to God, ‘for he only 
can answer our prayers, by giving the things 
which we pray for, and stand in need of. “ The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: 
he also will hear their cry and save them.” 
Psa. cxlv. 18, 19. 

The second point is, that prayer is to be of- 
fered to God only for things agreeable to his 
will, Weare not to pray for the fulfilling of 
any sinful desires. ‘ Ye ask and receive not 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” James iv. 3. ‘ And this is} 
the confidence that we have in him, that if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he hearéth | 
us. 
ever we ask we know that we have the peti- 
tions that we desired of him.” 1 John v.14, 
15. The things which we may pray for, are 
those which are agreeable unto bagi revealed 
will in his word, such as the pardon of our sins, 
the supplies of his heavenly grace, eternal life, 
and: glory hereafier; also whatever temporal 
good things we stand in need of,-and all those 
things which he has promised in his covenant 
unto us. 
The third point, prayer isto be offered to 

God only in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘* Whatsoever ye shall ask the. Father in my 
name, he will give it you.” John xvi. 23.— 
“* Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will | do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name 
I will do it.” John xiv. 13,14. To pray unto 
God in the name of Christ, is not barelv to 
mention the name of Christ in our supplica- 
tions, but it is by faith to mention his name, 
depending upon Christ alone for admittance and 
access unto God in prayer, fer acceptance, au- 
dience, and a gracious return unto our requests. 
‘‘Tn whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence by the faith of him.” Eph. iii. 12. 

The fourth point, prayer is to be offered to 
God with confession of our sins. In all our 

make confession of our original and ac- 
tual sins: of omission and commission, in 
thought, word, and deed, acknowledging at the 
same time our desert of temporal, spirital, and 
eternal punishment for them. ‘| acknowled- 
ged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have | 
not hid.” Psa. xxxii. 5. ‘* Against thee, thee 
only have I-sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight. Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” Psalm li. 4, 
5. ‘OQ Lord to us belongeth confusion of face, 
because we have sinned against thee. I prayed 
unto the Lord my God, and made my confes- 
sion.” Dan, ix. 4, 8. In prayer we ought to 
confess our sins humbly, fully, freely,with grief 
for them, and hatred of them with full purpose 
and full resolution in the strength of the Lord, 
not to return again to the practice of them. 

The fifth point, prayer is to be offered to 
God with thankful acknowledgment of his mer- 
cies—temporal and spiritual here, and the pro- 
mises of life and happiness in the other world. 
‘In every thing by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God.” Phil, iv. 6. 

_ Having briefly shown how prayer ought to 
be offered to our Father in heaven—-I next pro-{ 
pose to consider the obligation, and the privi- 
lege, of family devotion. 

As to.its obligation—It is enough to know 
that it has been commanded by God, “1 will 
therefore that men pray every where, lifting up 
holy hands without wrath and doubting.” 1 
Tim. ti. 8. See also the. commendation be- 
stowed by God himself upon the patriareh 
Abraham, who ought to be regarded as a mo- 
del to every parent in respect to family reli- 
ion. ‘*I know him, that he will command his 

children and his household after him, and they 

“privileged beyond the cotgmon lot.” The 

them, and they shall be my people, and I will 

‘must be either insenstble to the dangers that 

burst upon the heads of offenders less guilty 

‘and ptospérous, or they must be agitated with 

snever have any real ground to- fear from the 
apptoach of evil. Their house is a littl sanctu- 

‘when the storm of vengeance lays in ruins the 
stately temples of ages, and when the blighting 

To be set in families is a special mark of| 
the kindness of God; which éalls for special ac- | - 
knowledgment of his mercy.. What shall I ren- 

ig the constant and daily response of thé pious | 
soul, and ih the saéred émployment of 

And if we know that he hear us, whatso- ) 

shall keep justice and judgment.” Gen. xviii. 19. 
_ We have also an awful judgment pronounced 

against those who t-thie solemn dut » in 
the tenth chapter, weiees the 

proghes 

scene, 

and such an:eecasion must kindle holy zeal in 
the most languid besem, ond communicates: 

the chamber of the dying Christiai this scene ts 

Most High will not disdain to visit such an as- 
sembly. ‘J will dwell in them and walk in 

be their God.” 2 Cor. vi. 16. ‘Them that ho- 
nour. me, I will honour. Where this holy and 
heavenly privilege is enjoyed in its real spirit,| 
peace and order reign. And the family that 
embrace it, will not lose their portion of the he- 
reditary blessing. ‘Their sons shall grow up as 
the young plants, and their daughters be like 
the polished corners of the temple. 
A family that lives without offering any regu- 

lar tribute. of praise to God in whom they live 
move and have their being, is indeed in a de- 
fenceless and‘ exposed situation. They may be 
said, without any’ breach of Christian charity, 
to be in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniqui- 
ty, without God and without hope in the world. 
The. members can have no feeling of safety and 
comfort arising from a consciousness of pos- 
sessing the divine favour and protection. They 

every where suground them, and which often 

than themselfes and sweep away from the earth 
families, and cities, and nations, great and fair 

perpetual and lively and increasing uneasiness. 
The household that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the wings of him that is the Almighty, and can 

ary, a Bethel, where God is honoured-where he 
dwells, and which he will protect and preserve 

eurse of his. dishonoured law consumes the 
strength and the glory of the most flourishing 
families. 

der to the Lord for all his benefits toward me, 

to his troubled mind which all the wor 
not impart. When his heart is sickened with} 
pain or agitated with dismal forebodings, or de- 
ressed with anxious cares, he fitids a relief 

from his troubles in the delightful exercise of 
worshipping God in the bosom of his family. 
He who regularly and humbly adores Jehovah 
at the family altar, has.the strongest reason to). 
expect that inward assurance of hi’ salvation 
which the Holy Spirit of God seals upon the 
hearts of all believers in Christ Jesus, for it is 
only to those who diligently and fully follow the 
Lord that he will take of the things that are 
Christ’s to show unto them. To the humble 
and sincere seekers of his face in prayer, will 
he reveal his holy covenant. . 
How different the aspect which the reverse of 

this picture presents. Whena father ofa fami- 
ly, in any Christian and enlightened country, 
neglects the duties of his station, and,especially 
the duty of worshipping of God in the presence 
of his household, it may be affirmed with perfect 
truth, that he acts the part of an enemy to his 
fumily, to his country, to his species, aud to his 
God. His conduct entails upon him the guilt of 
the blood of the poor innocents that God has 
committed to his training for immortality, pro- 
motes the progress and dissemination of igno- 
rance and infidelity, and hastens the downfall of 
that public society or nation of which he forms 
a part. God generally blesses the use of law- 
ful and appointed means for the accomplishment 
of any purpose. ‘Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it, is a saying of the wisest of men, the 
soundness of which is amply justified by daily 
observation and experience. 
We might here advert to the encouragement 

which fathers and mothers have to pray from the 
oficacy of prayer. Abraham, Job, Joshua, 

avid, Solomon, Asa, Hezekiah, and Josiah, 
not to mention others, who are without number 
in the Scriptures, did not reckon it an unprofit- 
able or an unsuitable office to pray in the name 
and for the benefit of their families, and of the 
people over whom they were placed as fathers 
and rulers. Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah were 
eminently endowed with a pious spirit, whic 
found its rest and natural veat.in prayer to Go 
with their afflicted brethren, for their people 
and nation. | 

To pass over the accounts given of the do- 
mestic worship of the primitive Christians, and 
to descend more immediately to modern times, 
it may be observed, that the most excellent men 
in every country, have raised their voice in fa- 
vour of the importance of family worship. In 
Burnet’s Life of Sir Matthew Hale, we find this 
passage, “ He used constantly to worship God 
in his family, performing it always himself, if 
there were no clergyman present.” Mr. Cecil 
also informs us that Mr. Bacon was a bright or- 
nament to his family, animated by a spirit of 
deep devotion, his family dwelt in a house of 
daily prayer and spiritual wnstruction. But 
why multiply examples? Where is the ptous 
father, that does not offer on the family altar 
the evening and morning sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving? 

Reader which class do you belong to? Are 
you of that class which rise up early, and sit up 
late, and whose aspirations never ascend to their 
Fatherinheaven? Orare you of that class who 
pray without ceasing? ‘These are vital questions, 
and it becomes you to be able to answer them 
satisfactorily as in the sightofGod. You must 
answer them now or when you come to deliver 
up your soul to God who gave it. When this 
dread hour arrives it may be too late. Pause 
then, now is the accepted time. Now, this very 
moment search your heart, and see if it is right 
in the sight of God, in this respect. If you 
have livdd in the ufter neglect of this important 
duty to to your family, be negli- 
gent no longef. Perhaps you are aged. The 
hoary head, the wrinkled brow, and. the falter- 
ing step, may tell that your days are nearly’ 

ti 

numbered, and that.a few more setting auns 
inate | 

before 
to in 

one, now on the borders of seventy, who is tot. 
tering on the brink of eternity, @ father of a nu- 
merous and respected family, who has never 
bent his knee at the family altar, ora throne of 
grace, who is living without either the love or 
fear of God in-his hearte-Hemay have fear, but 
it is the fear of thee ‘eriminal, who 
knows that he must shortly appear before his 
incensed » fo receive the just reward of 
his wicked deeds: Can the family of such a 
father, be taught ‘in the fear and 4 ition of 
the Lord? Can his ehildren be blessed, on whom 
he has never invoked a heavenly blessing? Yes 
they can, for God's hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save; but-alas, experiance proves that 

ai the case under consider 
on, it is tootrue. The family, of this wretched 

individual, -has learned from his example, to 
live without God, or the mention of his holy 
name, except, when it pre from bia 
mous lips. As it might be expected, in this 
family, there is no respect for holy things. 
The most awful truths of the word of God, are 
treated with contempt, and the Sabbath of the 
Lord is spent in the most indifferent manner. No 
ray Of heavenly joy cheers the sad soul; all is - 
dark and foreboding. _My dear Reader this is 
no fancied picture, would to God that it was. 
Perhaps you see your own likeness in ft, if so 
flee from the wrath to. come,:and lay Wold on 
Jesus. Resolve this very night, inthe strength 
of the Lord, to erect a family altar.in- your 
house.- If it be through the medium of prayer 
that the blessings of the Holy Spirit are usaally 
imparted, enabling the believer to.grow-in grace, 
and in the knowledge of Gods if by prayer he 
holds sweet converse with the Father of mercies 
and communion with the saints, and mounting 
up as on eagles’ wings to the fountain of light, 
has his conversation in heaven; if it be thus 
that faith is invigorated, his soul. purified, his 
spiritual vision. strengthened, his prospects en- 
larged, his hope confirmed, how incumbent is 
it upon him to be instant and fervent in prayer 
at all seasons. . And if it is trae in a good de 
ree that the child of many prayers will not be 
ost, the reverse is true in the same degree, 
that there is much occasion for fear and tremb- 
ling of that child and family for which a father’s 
prayers never ascended to him who:is the hear- 
er and answerer of prayer. _ | 

_ May God give every parent, to know how 
responsible is his situation in regard to his off- 
spring, so that when that dived day arrives, 
for which all other days were made, he and his 
beloved children, may meet, no wanderer lost, 

M. K. S. a family in heaven. 

FOREICN ITEMS, 

Sancity, Austerity, aND LRARNING, THREE 
Croaks oF Hergstarcus.—The rules of man- 
ners which Marcroy presented to hie. fol- 

wely eusterc, vig an 

wine, flesh, and of all external comlorts oI te. 
Notwithstanding the rigour of this severe dis- 
cipline, great numbers embraced the doctrines 
of Marcion. Barprsanes, native’ of Edessa’, 
was a man of a very aeule genius, and acquir- 
ed a shining reputation by his writings. Va- 
ENTINE was emihently distinguished from all 
his brethren by the extent of his fame and the 
multitude of his followers. Mownvawus added 
to the laws of the Gospel-many austere decisions, 
inculcated the necessity of multiplying fasts, 
and condemned all care of the body. ANES, 
or Manrcwzvus, was by birth a Persian; his 
genius was vigorous and sublime, but redundant 
and ungoverned. Many were deceived by the 
eloquence of this enthusiast, by the gravity of 
his countenance, and the innoceney and sim- 
pliectty of his manners. He divided his disci- 
ples into two classes—the perfect, or the ‘wet; 
and the imperfect, or-the hearers. The elect 
were obliged to a rigorous and entire abstinence 
from flesh, eggs, milk; fish, wine, &c., and to 
live in a state of the sharpest penury, nourish- 
ing their shrivelled and emaciated bodies with 
bread, herbs, pulse,.and melons. The sect of 
the Hreracrres was formed in Egypt, by 
Hierar, distinguished eminently by his- e¢ten- 
sive learning, and venerable air of saneity and 
virtue—Mosheim’s Eccl. Hiat. vot. i. pp. 177, 
179, 185, 193, 240, 245, 246. . 

Tne CHARACTER OF THE PoPEs IN FORMER 
Trmes.—Very many, not only of the clergy, 
but even of their Popes, have been notable magi- 
cians and socerers ; so that very many of the 
miracles in the Church of Rome have been the 
operations and illusions of the devil. . Even in 
their own writers there are recorded, as known 
magicians and sorcerers, above twenty Popés. 
Ths happened often, especially aboat those 
times wherein Anti-christ in the Papacy was in 
a manner come to its full growth; that is t 
say, in Sylvester IT. and Gregory VII., and all 
the Popes between them, who were a sort of in- 
famous sorcerers. We need not doubt, but ag 
themselves were magicians and sorcerers, se 
their signs and wonders (2 Thes. ij. 9.) were 
wrought by the power of the devil.—Bishep 
Downham vn Anti-christ; p. 

_ RELIGION, FIRST MISREPRESENTED, THEN RE- 
JECTED.— How common it is for men, first to 
throw dirt in the face of religion, and then per: 
suade themselves it is its natural complexion ; 
they represent it to themselves in a shape least 
pleasing to them; and then bring that as a plea 
why they give it no better entertainment.— 
Bishop Stillingfleet. 

How To ESTIMATE TRUE Reticion.—Value 
and measure true religion, not. by the uncertain 
measures of the world, but by the infallible dic- 
tates of God himself in his sacred oftacles.— 

Tue Pacanizep Satnts or Portr¥.—The 
church of this town (Otford, Kent) is dedicated 
to St. Bartholomew, and there is a fair annually 
kept here, though no market-town, upon that 
saint’s day; for this saint was in Popish times 
in high esteem here: for it was believed, if a 
woman, upon her first conception, désired’ to 
have a male child, if she offered St. Bartholo- 
mew a cock-chicken, she infallibly had one; 
and if she wished fora girl, she must present 
him with a hen: which gained that saint many 
adorers.— Mag Brit., vol. ii. p. 1081. 

SUPERSTITION FAVOURABLE TO 
Dominton.—The religion, whieh in. its doctrines 
and usages, is the most superstitious, will be the 
one that throws the greatest authority into t 
‘hands of the clergy. As well the mumméries 
as the solemnities of an elaborate~- superstition 
subserve the purposes of spiritual domination. 

Superstirion F4natioism.—The priest 
of superstition rides an ass, the priest of. fanali- 
cism a tiger.—J@., P- 42. 

| ve 

ihe of positOry ye hat he will pour out hie jury the lamilies| you tnade your with God ‘throa, 

has teen the demand om. that that call. not bie: name. Christ. Does the tof mardered time havar 

h tity now on hand islmost small as The duty aad necessity of prayer is infaet) yo Have. you set & 
the quantity now on hand ismimost gs | godly 

hat at the close of last year. Fupther efforts so reasonable and so co-ineidentwith the geferal/ exar — family? Be pot 

| injunctions of the, word of God, that. # seems to; Ceased morni hight He ‘thé bles: 
need no expres® appointment, to prove its im- sing of heaven, upon t ‘Gear childten which it 

Give express notice to the contrary. portance. has given youl My aged reader, ‘hope-you 
on It is also a privilege: What greater favour| can reply to these qtestions in the-afiemative. 
iL to:tham ngly | can poor condemned sinner eajoy than to be But how many must plead guilty at the ber of 

| permitted to come into the presence, and to hold] conscience. know one who must._I know 

POO Os TS ' | | | communion with the God of heaven. The throne 

| | | of grace is common ground. Here the king and 

| | | the beggar, the man of grey hairs, and the 

p43) | 
youth buddiag into manhood, the parent and the 

| 
child, the master and the. servant, all meet on 

/ | 
the same level on their knees before Him who 

| | | is King of ‘kings, and Lord of lords, and in the 
: | presence of each ‘other forget for a while, the 

one his inferiority, the other his pre-eminence 
in this world, and remembering only so much 

| of their mutual relation to each other as may 

: | 
serve to unite them more closely in supplica- 

| tion, and confession Of guilt to their common 

‘The third ‘evidence of love to Christ is a | 
: . 

Christ‘is perfectly holy, the soul which lovs 
him will-espire alter perfect holiness, and 

| 

| | 
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Assempty.—The General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church.in the United 

of America commeiced its annual meet- 
‘iig on Thursday last, 19th of May, at eleven 
gclock,A. M., in the Seventh. Presbyterian 
Chareh, Philadelphia. The Sessions were open- 

@eermon from the Rev, R: J. Breckin- 
tage, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assem- 

“bly, from 2d Thessalonians i. 12. 
. ./The.Rev, Dr, Edgar, of Nashville, Tennes- 
gee; was ‘elected Moderator. 

-° "Phe Rev Willis Lord, of Philadelphia, Tem- 

porary Cletk, 
.oThe-Permanent and Stated Clerks as the 

Committee of Commissions, reported 

one hundred and forty members present. 

Sermon on Forgicn Misstons.— 
The Anoual Sermon before the Board of For- 

eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, will 
be preached by the Rev. William D. Snod- 
grass, D.D., in the Second Presbyterian church, 
(Rev. Dr. Cuyler’s,) Seventh, above Market 
‘street, Philadelphia, on To-morrow (Sabbath,) 
evening, 22d inst., at a quarter before eight 

o'clock. 

Boarp Forzron Misstons.—The Fifth 
Annual Meeting of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
-sions of the Presbyterian Church commenced on 

‘Tuesday last, 17th instant, in the Lecture 

‘Room of the Second Presbyterian church, Phila- 
delphia, (Rev. Dr. Cuyler’s.) The Rev. Dr. 
‘Miller, of Princeton, the President of the Board, 
‘in the chair ; the Rev. Dr. Krebs, of New York, 

Recording Secretary. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read by the Rev. John C. Lowrie, 

‘Assistant Secretary, The Annual Report was 

ead by Walter Lowrie, Esq., Corresponding 
Secretary, which contained pleasing evidence 

of the -healthful activity of Presbyterian Mis- 

sions. The Board has erected the standard of 

the Gospel in Northern India, China, Siam, Af- 

rica, and among the American aborigines. An 

allusion was made to the massacre of the Eng- 

lish troops at Affghanistan, and the bearing 
which the resistance to the British authority 

might have on the Indian missions; and it was 
eoncluded that no danger was to be apprehend- 
ed from the general prevalence of a spirit which 

might wish to overthrow thé authority of the 

British in their present Indian possessions. The 

report, with an accompanying memorial to the 

General Assembly, was divided into several 

portions, and committed to various committees. 
_ The Treasurer’s Report exhibits an excess of 
expenditures over the receipts*of about eight 
hundred dollars; the former being about sixty- 

one thousand dollars, and the latter about sixty 

thousand dollars. It appeared from the report, 
that the contributions this year have been some- 

what less than those of the preceding year. 

Tims or Diving Service.—The time of 

Philadelphia, is as follows: morning, ten 

o'clock ; afternoon, half-past three o’clock ; 

evening, quarter before eight o’clock. 

or Exrpers,—We direct attention to 

an article in our paper of to-day, on the recent- 
ly litigated question of the. right of Ruling El- 

ders to impose hands in ordination. Nothing 
that we have seen or heard has in the slightest 

degree shaken our confidence in the opinion 

before expressed, that Ruling Elders have no 
right to participate in the ordination service of 

a preaching Elder. We are sorry to see this 

novelty introduced which may pdssibly cause| 
much distraction to the Church. The article of] ' 
our correspondent is written with a full under- 

standing of the question. 

_ _Lacewrrates.—The Editor of the Weekly 
Messenger of the German Reformed Church, 
says, in allusion to an article which appeared in 
the Presbyterian, in relation to probationers for 

the Gospel ministry, that the limited licensure 

of candidates for a year has been the practice 

of that Church, “ and has been found, by long 
experience, to be a wise regulation.” 

We have another article on the same sub- 

ject, in our paper of to-day, from another 

esteemed ‘correspondent. He objects to our 
opinion that the licensure should be limited to 

a single year. The grounds of our opinion 

are that in most cases the licensure might 

with great facility be renewed if thought ne- 
cessary at the end of the year—that the short 

period fer which it was granted would tend 

greatly to stimulate licentiates in their labours) 

—and that when licentiates are sent to a dis- 

them, they,.should be invariably dismissed to 

put themselves under the care of the Presbyteries 
within the bounds of which they propose to la- 

bour. On the subject, however, we have no 

favourite opinion, except as to the principle that 
the license should be limited. 

Tracragian Poticy.—The London Record, 

@ paper conducted with excellent spirit, and 
evangelical in its character, has rendered itsel 

obnoxious to the Oxford heretics and their co- 

adjutors in this country, by its able and efficient 
resistance to the monstrous sentiments of the 

Oxford Tractarians. It has pursued its course 

with perseverance and fearlessness, and its in- 

fluence has no doubt been widely felt. Denun- 
ciation has recently been resorted to, to affect 

its reputation with Episcopalians. It professes| 

to be devoted to the interests of the Established 

Church of England, but its enemies now pre- 

tend to have discovered that its editor is a 

Scotch Presbyterian, and of course that all its 
‘arguments against the semi-popery of Oxford 
are thereby vitinted. Were it proved that he 
‘was a Presbyterian, we cannot see how that 
could affect. the character of his arguments 
againstOxfordism, however it might bring his 
honesty into.eypicion. The supposition wé 
‘consider as altogether improbable, because 

most part favoured ‘Epiecopacy, with the hope 

of being able now and then to oppose high 
churchism,, by argumentsderived from the 
brightest luminaries of that Church. 

Third, ‘The truth of the sverment is denied 
by the, editor, and is not proved by his oppo- 

We have been amused to see the eagerness 
with which this conjectural discovery has been 

reiterated by the press in this country, sympa- 
thizing with the Oxford Tracts. That an Epis- 

copal paper should venture to affirm that a man 

might belong to the true Church of Christ, and 

yet not believe in the divine right of diocesan 
Episcopacy, was truly alarming, but the mys- 

tery is unravelled, and Episcopacy wonderfully 
relieved, by conjecturally attributing this lati- 
tudinarian sentiment to a Presbyterian disguis- 

ed in Episcopal robes!. We commend the de- 
vice, and suggest that when ever a sound sen- 

timent is uttered in the established Church, its 

author should be forthwith denounced as a 

Presbyterian in disguise. 
This whole matter is ably reviewed by the 

Episcopal Recorder of Philadelphia, and it con- 
clusively shows that if the editor of the Record 
is to be cast-aside as a Presbyterian, for the ut- 
terance of liberal sentiments on Church order, 

certain prelates of no small fame must share 

the same fate. The Church Chronicle of New 
Haven, takes the opposite side, from which we 

quote a single passage. It is as follows: 

“‘ The editor of the Record, upon his own 
responsibility, takes a position that is point 
blank opposed to the articles of the Church, 
when he says that ‘it is the truth that makes 
the Church, and not any ‘ form of administra- 
tion,’ that ‘where the truth is, there is the 
‘Church, whatever may be its discipline.’ So 
say the transcendentalists, and those who re- 
ject every form of organization. But this is 
not Church doctrine. Nay, it is not even or- 
thodox Presbyterianism.” 

It is for the utterance of such a sentiment as 

this, that the editor of the Record is to be un- 

churched, and sent out upon the broad world 
without even a certificate of character as “an 

orthodox Presbyterian!” He says that it is 

‘‘ the truth that makes the Church,” but Epis- 

copacy says it is the “ administration and net 

the truth!” Now without bringing our charac- 

ter for orthodoxy into suspicion, we hope we 

may be permitted to say, that truth has more to 

do in constituting the Church than any form of 
administration. Truth makes the Church, a 

form of administration may make a Church, or 
give to it its denominational distinction. We 

recognize all as members of the true Church of 
Jesus Christ, who embrace the truth as it is in 

Jesus, and those who deny them membership, 

do it at their peril. While we believe the form 

of administration adopted by Presbyterians, to 

be incomparably superior, as well as more scrip- 

tural, than that which is the boast of Episcopa- 

lians, yet we recognize the membership of all 

in that communion who love and practise the 
truth as itis in Joou-- 

have the truth, in despite of the human inven- 

tions which have been grafted on their form of 
administration. 

Another sentiment expressed by the Record, 

on the authority of Bishop Hall, which is offen- 

sive to the Chronicle, is “that there is no dif- 

ference in any essential matter between the 

Church of England and her szsters of the Re- 

formation.” All we have to say to this iss woe 

to the Church of England if the opinion of 

Bishop Hall be not well founded. Essentially 

to differ from the faith of the Reformation would 

be tantamount to being out of the way of sal- 

vation. 

Cuurcuh Extension.—A doubt has been 

suggested by one of our cotemporaries in rela- 

tion to the views of Church extension, which 

we formally expressed, whether the spirit, if 

excited, would really prove a blessing or not? 

The doubt must relate to the possible bad feel- 

ing with which such an enterprise might be 

conducted, and not to the enterprise itself. It 
will be admitted that sectarianism may influ- 

ence an individual whose heart is never warm- 

ed by the love of God, and who is never urged 

to duty by a régard to the divine glory. We 

need not say, that such a spirit is irreligious, 

however it may be engaged in religious things, 

and although it may be overruled for good, it 

has no promise of a blessing. There is how- 

ever a very different spirit which is the union of 

piety with sectarianism, in its good sense, which 

is nothing more or less than strong atlachment 

to the truth as far asit has been revealed to us. 
Sectarianism is a term which has undeservedly 

fallen into disrepute. If truth be loved and de- 

fended at all, it must be in some particular 
form; there is no such thing as loving it in 

general or abstractedly, and hence what is 
usually termed liberality in religion in contra- 

distinction from sectarianism, is a very unde- 

fined notion of religion mingled with no small 

share of indifference. Religion is embraced 

with a cordiality proportioned to the clearness 

of view with which it is. apprehended, and a 

difference in view leads to denominational dis- 

tinctions. Now we may suppose a man from 

conviction becomes a Presbyterian; the truth 

as embraced under that denominational name 

has commended itself to his judgment and con- 

science as agreeable to the word of God ; is he 

to be branded as a bigot for expressing his pre- 

ference, and displaying it in active eflorts to 

spread this form of truth as widely as possible ? 

Surely not. Asa Presbyterian, he is not under 

any obligation to decry other denominations ; 

he should not feel envious at their prosperity ; 

nay, he should wish them God speed, as far as 
their belief is in accordance with the divine 

| word ; but nevertheless, he should be unceasing- 

ly active in. promoting that peculiarity of doc- 

| trine, worship, and government which he verily 

believes to be most scriptural. Thus an intelli- 

gent Presbyterian, will manifest his consistency 

in encouraging Presbyterian institutions; the 

ministers he will assist in multiplying, the sem- 

inaries of learning he will , encourage, the 

* ‘First, “Although Oxford divines may be used! churches he will build will be Presbyterian in 

. 

promoting the true enjoyment of life. In ac- 

They aro cafes if tlicy 

the angels of ury Church, who hath a flagrant 

| the pillory a convenient time, and have one o! 

| their bame and: spirit. As we have said be | et up Laud, as a model for a Christian bishop! 
fore, this can--be done with ‘perfect ect chari ity for 

others; and:thut it should bedone we have no 
‘doubt. art Z 

Be Covrtrous.—This simple scriptural pre- 

cept, if carried out generally into’practice, would 
greatly increase the amount of human happi- 
“ness, which does not so much consist in great 
things as it is compounded of little things. 
Wealth, high station, political distinction, and 

things of a similar nature, have no power, as 
the history of the world shows, to tranquillize 

the feelings, and inspire the soul with hope; 
nay, ‘the possessor of them all may be utterly 

wretched. On the contrary, happiness may be 

resident where these are all absent. A sincere 

friend, an obedient child, an affectionate hus- 

band or wife, are incomparably more potent in 

cordance with this general principle, we find 
much unhappiness in the world which is the re- 

sult of mere unkindness, A man might endure 

the pain of a broken limb with more fortitude 

than an unkind remark from a supposed friend ; 

a blow would in many cases be less difficult to 

bear than a contemptuous look or word. How 

many are chagrined, and have their happiness 

destroyed for days together, by the incivility 

or supercilious treatment of others! Feuds 

arise, the most irreconcilable alienations occur 

from causes thus apparently trivial ; whereas 

on the contrary, love may be perpetuated, 
friendship won, and the comfort of all around 

promoted, by a kind, friendly, and courteous 

behaviour. Be kind to all, show a friendly re- 

gard for their welfare, never speak ill of them, 

address them courteously, and you will not only 

gain their good will, but you will be a benefac- 

tor by exciting in their minds some feelings 

which will increase their enjoyment. Why 

should not all aim at this? May it not be 

mutually advantageous? Will not the cour- 

teous be courteously treated? And is there 
not a reason for this, in a world where at the 

best our share of happiness is small, which we 

cannot afford foolishly to throw away? The ex- 

ample of the blessed Jesus who smiled benig- 

nantly on the unworthy, who showed an inte- 

rest in their welfare, who spoke kindly, and 

acted benevolently, should be all powerful with 

his followers. 

Lane Semrnary.—A letter from Dr. Beech- 

er, published in the Connecticut Congregateonal 

Observer, contains a strong appeal for Lane 

Seminary. We quote a paragraph: 

‘© OurSeminary has already helped into the 
ministry between eighty and ninety young men; 
with few exceptions they settle at the West— 
in feeble churches—on small salaries—work 
hard, and have revivals, and are soon surround- 
ed by large churches, and blessed with a com- 
petent support, and act as missionaries to or- 
ganize and multiply new churches around them. 
Our endowments and professorships, buildings, 
library and lands, surpass any other Seminary 
but Andover, and want only stadents to supply 
the West with ministers, and eighty dollars per 
year to cover the whole expense of each bene- 
ficiary. Thus aided, we might send out a 
stream of sixty or seventy ministers a year, 
which would soon decide the evangelical cha- 
racter and glorious destiny of the West.” 

If Lane Seminary is to operate on independ- 

ent ground, and build up churches imbued with 

the New-school doctrines, in places not hitherto 

occupied, its action will be legitimate; but if, to 
the neglect of destitute nesghbourhoods, and 
without regard to the prevailing heresies of the 

West, it is to receive its chief stimulus from 

the expectation of dividing and breaking up the 

orthodox Presbyterian Church, then, we say 

any thing but “‘ good speed.” We regard such 

attempts as iniquitous, and we shall be surprised 

if they are not visited with the frowns of God. 

That Dr. Beecher should give his impress to the 

Theology of the West, is greatly to be depre- 
cated. The orthodox churches in the great 

valley, must exert themselves as they never yet 

have done, if they would avert an evil which 

threatens them in the spread of New-schoolism. 

Arcusisnop Laup.—The high church Epis- 

copal press is earnest in praising this notorious 

persecutor, but the Episcopal Recorder, with a 

more honest estimate of his character, says: 

‘¢ But when we are asked to contemplate Laud 
as a martyr, and a model for a Christian Bish- 
op—as a finished specimen of ecclesiastical ex- 
cellence—the view in which the Tractarians re- 
present him, every feeling within us revolts at 
the idea. Such a challenge forces us to point 
to the gross and glaring crimes which stain his 
chafacter, and which will, while history lasts, 
make his merrory come up into the nostrils 
of men with ill savor. Can we ever forget his 
deliberate solemnization of the marriage of the 
Earl of Devonshire with the lady Penelope De- 
vereux, thus giving his public sanction both to 
seduction ardadultery ? and in reference to which 
King James, when a mitre was asked for Laud, 
made the tart reply—-‘* Was there not a certain 
lady who forsook her husband, and married a 
Lord that was her paramour? Who knit that 
knot? Shall I make a mana prelate, one of 

crime upon him!” Can we forget that the in- 
famous Courtier Buckingham, and * the wicked 
Earl” of Strafford, each one branded with the 
deepest sins of licentiousness, where his patrons 
—his chosen confidential friends and advisers ? 
Can we forget his unwearied efforts to bring 
about a legalized desecration of the Sabbath? 
Can we forget his cruel and bloody acts, in the 
Star Chamber, where his voice was almost law, 
and where he exerted his whole influence to de- 
liver over to cropping, and slitting, to imprison- 
ment and death, Christian men who had no 
other crime, than that they thought differently 
upon religious subjects from him? Can we for- 
get the dreadful punishment, which Laud in- 
flicted upon the father of archbishop Leighton, 
a Scotch divine, merely for having written a 
book against prelacy ? The unanimous decision 
of the Star Chamber was, ‘that Dr. Leighton 
should pay a fine of ten thousand pounds; that 
the high commission should degrade him from 
his ministry; and that he should be brought to 
the pillory at Westminster, while the court was 
sitting, and whipped; after whipping be set upon 

his ears cut off, one side of his nose slit, and be 
branded in the face with a double S. S. for a 
sower of sedition; that then he should be carried 
back to prison, and after a few days to be pil- 
loried a second time in Cheapside, and be then 
likewise whipped, and have the other side of his 
nose slit, and his other ear cut off, and then be 
shut up in close prison for the remainder of his 

life.’ 
“ Is thisthe Catholic mode of answering argu- 

ments against prelacy? Is the Episcopal Churcl 
to he built up by canonizing such men? Out 
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what a strong, aod beautifully contrasted 
the gentle, and holy 

‘op Leighton appear with this picture, the son 
ofthe Laud wreaked his 
cannibal rage! Which is the model for a Chris- 
tian Bishop, the fierce, ambitious, bloody Laud, 
or the mild, self-abased, heavenly-minded 

Which is the glory of the - 
‘pal Church? ‘The Tractarians canonize Laud, 

while they disparage Leighton.” 

Lutugr anp Erasmvus.—A stronger. con- 

trast could not be furnished than that which 
| these two pames suggest. Luther was an ar- 
dent lover and impetuous defender of the truth ; 
Erasmus was a wily courtier, who in all things 
studied his own ease and reputation ; the one 

believed the truth heartily, and reposed on it 
exclusively, being taught it by the Holy Ghost ; 

the other, although he was persuaded of the 

corruptions of the papacy, yet had no proper 

understanding of the great doctrines of the Re- 

formation, and evinced in his whole life that 

they had made no saving impression on_ his 
heart. His views of the doctrines of grace were 

erroneous, and while he seemed to admit the doc- 

trine of free salvation, yet in his work on the 

Freedom of the Will, his arguments all evidently 

are designed to prove that man himself is the 

great agent in hisown salvation, Luther most tri- 

umphantly refuted the time-serving philosopher, 

and his treatise had such an effect on the usually 

placid Eyasmus, that he lost his temper, and 

poured forth his feeble invectives, On this 
D’Aubigné remarks: ‘“ Erasmus was conquer- 

ed. Moderation had, till this occasion, been his 

strength; and now this left him. Anger was 

the only weapon he could oppose to Luther’s 

energy. The wisdom of the philosopher, on. 
this occasion, failed him. He replied publicly 

in his Hyperapistes, in which he accuses the 

Reformer of barbarism, falsehood, and blasphe- 

my: The philosopher even ventured on pro- 

phecy: ‘I predict,’ said he, ‘ that no name un- 

der heaven will hereafter be more execrated 
than Luther’s.. The Jubilee of 1817, has re-. 

plied to this prophecy, after a lapse of three cen- 

turies, by the enthusiasm and acclamations of 

the entire Protestant world.” 

VALUABLE Work.—lIsuac Ashmead & Co., 

Philadelphia, have just published in one royal 

octavo volume of 532 pages, the text of the 

New Testament with Scott’s Practical Observa- 

tions, with an Introduction, by the Rev. Dr. 

Alexander, of Princeton. The volume is print- 

ed in double columns, on good paper, and is 

illustrated by a number of engravings. The 

character of Dr. Scott’s Commentary is well 

known, and his practical observations append- 

ed to each chapier have been particularly es- 

teemed by Christians. They are rich, spiritual, 

and edifying. ‘The whole commentary, although 

excellent, does not gain access to every family 

on account of its size, but this portion of it, be- 

ing portable, and cheap, is likely to have many 
purchasers. We cannot recommend it too 

strongly, as an aid to family worship. Wherev- 

er the family altar is erected, the sacred text in 

connexion with these observations may be read 
with great profit, and we would advise all fam- 

ilies to introduce this book into their social wor- 
‘ship, and. have it read in course. We hope the 

publishers will have encouragement to publish 

the Old Testament in a similar manner. 

FROM OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT. 

Religious State of France.—No. IX. 

March 1, 1842. 
In my last, I spoke of some of the charita- 

ble Institutions that have been undertaken in 
France, as the happy fruits of the beginning of 
a religious revival among us; and without for- 
getting how much we are still behind some 
of our more favoured neighbours, we have 
reason to bless the Lord for the progress that 
has been made in the course of the last few 
years. You are perhaps better acquainted with 
the religious state of France than with its Pro- 
testant philanthropic institutions, which are 
all of comparatively late date. Twenty years 
ago not one establishment of the sort existed, 
and now, ‘thanks be to God, we. can count 
many. 

About twelve or fourteen years since, an asy- 
lum was instituted by subscription at Nismes, 
in the department of Gard, for female orphans, 
and deserted children: since that time it has 
continued to prosper. Many orphans have been 
received into the establishment, educated.as ser 
vants, and become useful members of society. 
A few who appeared to have a capacity above 
the ordinary level, have received the necessary 
instruction for becoming school mistresses, and 
have been honourably placed at the head of 
schools: and the number is now considerable 
of those who are receiving a regular Christian 
instruction in the house, and are preserved from 
the vice to which their forlorn condition would 
otherwise expose them, — 

In 1831, a similar establishment was formed 
at Montauban, department of Tarn and Ga- 
ronne, to educate orphan girls as servants. The} 
beginning was small, but the work continues, 
and some girls have already heen placed out as 
servants. A very few have been removed on 
account of disease; the number in the house 
now exceeds thirty, and the demands for admis- 
sion are ingreasing. 
from the tagt report, which shows the manner 
in which the object of the establishment is con- 
sidered by the committee. “A circumstance] 
that might secure to us the favourof our friends, 
is the special end that we propose in jhe educa- 
tion of our orphans, which is to prepare them 
for a career in which they may do much good 
in a very quiet way. Who does not know how 
difficult it is, in our time, and with the spirit of 
our age, to find modest, devoted, and really 
faithful servants, as it regards their duty to the 
world, and to the Lord? We wish to aid in 
obviating these difficulties in our domestic econo- 
my; and ifour efforts are crowned by the bless- 
ing of God, we believe we shall have rendered 
as great a service to society as to the poor chil- 
dren we receive.” 

At Orleans a female orphan asylum has since 
been created. for the interior, and northern part 
of France; and at Marseilles another has been 
commenced. 

But the most prosperous institution of the 
kind is one at Saverdun, departmentof Arriége, 
which was instituted three years since for boys, 
which already contains between fifty and sixty 
pupils. The want of such an establishment was 
so much felt, that it immediately met with the 
warmest encouragement. ‘The friends of hu- 
manity came: forward, and though founded the 
latest, this is of all, the most flourishing. A 
large and commodious home has been prepared, 
with a garden adjoining, where the children re- 
ceive their first lesson in the art of agriculture. 
The number is increasing rapidly, and the want 
of intelligent farmers being felt, the committee 
soon determined upon buying a considerable 
farm, the culture of which would serve to exer- 
cise the children in their art, and the produce at 

upon such champions for Episcopacy, as woulc! 

day especially, when they had been listening to 

We extract a few lines| 

securing uniformity in this matter throughout 
the whole Church. 

the same time be useful for the support of the 

‘lors, shoemakers, and wéavers, so that the boys 
already make and mend theif own clothes and 

‘shoes, and. weave the cloth for their shirts, 
Then the Lord has seemed to bless the mechan- 
tcal part of the establishment; but he has in 
a special manner smiled upon the spiritual care 
bestowed upon these poor children. In a coun- 
‘try like ours, where the education of the poorer 
classes in general has been hitherto so much 
neglected, even when thev have their natural 
guardians, you can easily imagine that the state 
of orphans must be very deplorable, both tem- 
porally and spiritually ; and the value of orphan 
‘asylums under a good direction increases in 
proportion to the need of them. | 

The care bestowed upon the children at Sa- 
verdun may be appreciated by the effects that 
it produces: some months since the Spirito 
the Lord seemed to breathe upon this house, and 
the conviction of their guilt and spiritual mise- 
ry was aroused in the hearts of several. One 

their master who read to them passages from 
the Bible, such a conviction of sin seized them, 
all atthe same time, and almost suddenly, that 
they all melted into tears, and confessed their sins 
with weeping and sobbing. ‘Texts of the Scrip- 
tures came down upon their souls with over- 
whelming power; and the directorsof the house, 
who had been called immediately to witness the 
extraordinary scene, learnt more perhaps from 
the children in that afternoon about the guilt 
of their own hearts than they had ever taught 
them. ‘The impression did not vanish, when 
the directors had withdrawn. The children 
were going to bed, and were quite alone, when 
they were overheard using the same expression 
of their feelings. One or two of them prayed 
with a degree of fervour and fluency unusual 
even with advanced Christians. We all thought} 
at the time that this was the most remarkable, 
or one of the ‘most remarkable instances, though 
on a very limited scale, of the effusion of the 
Spirit of God, which had taken place in France; 
and it was observed, I remember, that this 
might give us some idea of the extraordinary 
manifestations that had been recorded in the 
account of the religious revivals in America. 
‘he consequence was that all, or nearly all the 
boys began to seek diligently what they must 
do to be saved. All did not persevere; but sev- 
eral did; and a general impression of serious- 
ness remained. Among those who continued 
to give proof of a real change of heart, by the 
change that has since been observable in their 
conduct, was a young boy who from his more 
savage, wicked, violent disposition, was a sort 
of scandal, and almost of terror to the rest. 
Oh! the power and mercy of God! The di- 
rectors, who are men of fervent piety, and 
much wisdom in the accomplishment of their 
task, cultivate with paternal care these begin- 
nings of conversion in the hearts of the poor 
children confided to their care by their fellow 
Christians. | 

By these various institutions, a large number 
of children of both sexes are preserved from 
vice, and taught the fear of the Lord;:and may 
we not hope to see the most happy effects aris- 
ing from such causes ? 7 

While the youngest part of the community 
are thus provided for, establishments of another} 
nature are about being formed. A house of re- 
fuge is opened in a faubourg of Paris to receive 
voung women who by their immoral or irregu- 
lar conduct have lost the esteem and confidence 
of their fellow citizens; and, in the same house, 
sisters (seurs de charité Protestante,) are pre- 
paring to fill up the various places that are open- 
ing on every side to receive them. This last 
institution, which has been founded in Paris by 
pastor Vermeil, is deeply interesting. The need 
of it is generally felt; for similar institations 
have been founded also in Germany, and lately 
in Switzerland. Such establishments belong 
only to a country where the spirit of the Gos- 
pel begins to have free course, when Christia- 
nity has softened the hearts, and taught those 
who are under its benign influence, their duty} 
towards their fellow-creatures, whose temporal 
and spiritual condition are so different. When 
asylums for the reception of the helpless, for 
those who wish to turn from their evil ways, 
are founded, nothing can be more necessary 
than persons well instructed to govern them. 
A few lines from the Prospectus on the sub- 
ject, shows the spirit in which the founder of 
the establishment of the seurs de charite in 
Paris, wish to act: ‘*Called to instruct, to 
counsel, and to exhort, the sisters must be well 
instructed ; their faith must be sure and living ; 
and their piety full of mildness and forbear- 

In and near the establishment, 
the sisters will be assured of the means of ‘n- 
struction and practice, according to their voca- 
tion, and their employment. Besides the occu- 
pation of an active life, they will follow a regu- 
lar and permanent course of religious instruc- 
tion, as well as the studies necessary. to become 
good school-mistresses, or nurses for the sick 
and infirm. ‘Their life must be essentially ac- 
tive, and it is only in case of disease.or age, 
after: many years of service, that for these 
handmaids of the Lord repose can be permitted, 
or pgsSible.” 

RIGHTS OF RULING ELDERS. 

Mr. Editor—A question has been started 
within a year or two, and not a little discussed, 
especially in some Western Presbyteries, which 
it is possible may come before the approaching 
General Assembly. At any rate, it ought to 
come there and receive some kind of decision, 
before subordinate judicatories undertake to de- 
cide upon it, and act for themselves. I refer 
to the notion which has been of late, seriously 
entertained, within the Synod of Kentucky, that 
in the ordination of ministers of the gospel,| 
whether Pastors or Evangelists, Ruling Elders 
ought to lay on hands with ministers. It ,has 
been stated, that two Presbyteries in that Sy- 
nod have actually adopted this practice; one 
very recently, the other several years ago. 

I cannot help, Mr. Editor, deeply regretting 
this step, because | think it hae no just founda- 

tion in Preebyterian principles; and because, 
even if it had, the practice ought not to have 
been adopted by any subordinate judicatory, 
without employing the Constitutional means of 

That this whole thing is an error, entirely 
without foundation in Presbyterian principles, 
appears to me capable of being clearly establish- 
ed. And the longer I reflect upon it, the deep- 
er is my impression of its mischievous influence 
as well as its erroneous character. 

I. The first consideration which leads to this 
conclusion is, that the two offices of Pastor or 
Bishop, and Ruling Elder are not the same. 
They are essentially distinct; and, of course, as 
like begets its like, the one cannot take part in 
conferring the other. The office of Pastor in- 
cludes that of Elder; and consequently, may 
actin imparting it; but we cannot say that the 
converse of this is the case. The one is ap- 
pointed hoth to teach and to rule; the other to 
rule only ; and, of course, when the subordinate 
officer lays on hands in the investiture of the 
higher, he commits a sort of ecclesiastical 
solecism. Nor is this incongruity in the least 
diminished by-alledging that the form of or- 
daining Pastors and Ruling Elders may be the 
same; that is, that both have been, and ought 
to be ordained by prayer and the imposition of 
hands on the head of the kneeling candidate. 
This proves nothing to the purpose. Deacons 
are, or ought to be ordained in our Church ip 

‘the same manner; and yet no one, on this ac- 
count, would think of maintaining that Pastors 
and Deacons bear the same office, or of calling 
on Deacons to lay on hands in the ordination of 
Pastors. ‘This being so, how can this new- 
fangled notion about Ruling Elders be reconcil- 

Besides, thare ait work-shape for tai-| 

_ this paper to vindicate. 

sleeping in their graves? 

ed with the form of ordination prescribed in our 

public standards? There it is ditected that 
each one who lays hands on the head of a min- 
ister in ordinatioa, shall take him by the hand, 
when he rises from his knees, und shall say to 
him, in these or equivalent words—‘t We give 
you the right hand of fellowship to take part of 
this ministry with us.” Can a Ruling Elder 
use this language with either propriety or truth? 
Surely not unless he beurs the same office 
with the person whom he thus addresses. 

True, indeed, it is said, in our Form of Gov- 
ernment, in the chapter on Ordination, that the 
newly ordained minister, on rising from his 
knees, shall be taken by the hand, by. every 
member of the Presbytery, with the repetition 
of the formula above prescribed. But who are 
members of the Presbytery in the evident sense 
of our book? No one, Mr Editor, is less dis- 

f posed than the writer of these lines to under- 
value either the dignity or the importance of 
Ruling-Elders; but suppose any one were to 
ask another, when the Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia was not in Session, who were its members? 
Would any one think of naming, in reply, any 
but the ministers who occupied a place on its 
roll? Are any others, properly speaking, at this 
hour, members of that body, excepting the min- 
isters? The Elders who come in when the body 
is in session, and take part in its proceedings, 
are not permanent or stated members. Each 
individual of their number becomes the occu- 
pant of a seat perhaps ouce in three or four 
years; and while each session lasts, the indi- 
vidual is a member; but not an hour after it 
has adjourned. Accordingly in the published. 
tables of our Presbyteries and Synods, who are 
the persons mentioned as members? The min. 
isters only, as every ofie knows.—I cannot qies- 
tion, then, that in this strict sense we are to un- 
derstand the language of the book when it is 
said, that every member of the Presbytery shall 
take the ordained person by the hand, and 
acknowledge him asa partaker of a common 
office. If the word member is to be understood 
in a plenary and unlimited sense wherever it is 

: 

| again, he should be inclined to consider his first 
ordination as gufficient, and to refuse any other. 
Nothing thatd have beard advanced in favour 
ofthis new-aystem ever did more to satisfy me 
of its radical error, than this statement. Ii con- 
vinced me that if the new notion were once 

erall adopted and carried into effect, the 
uling Elder, instead of being a blessing to the 

church, would be an annoyance and a curse; 
or rather that it would lead to the destruction 
of that office, in its-scriptural and practical char- 
acter altogether. Only introduce the principle, 
that the office of the Pastor and the Ruling E!- 
der is the same; that every Ruling Elder in the 
land has received an ordination which clothes 
him with the highest ministerial power; and 
that in virtue of it, he has a right whenever he 
pleases, to assume the function of preaching and 
administering the sacraments ;—only adopt this 
principle and act upon it, and the disorder and 
mischief likely to ensue would transcend all cal- 
culation. It would do more to degrade the 
ministerial character than the inost thorough- 
going fanatic could propose. And yet the whole 
of this consequence seems to me legitimately to 
flow from the doctrine concerning ordination 
a it is the object of the present paper to re- 
ute. 

The fact is, if the principle be adopted, that 
the office of Ruling Elder and Pastor is the 
same; and, of course, that no new ordination is 

ted in the former office, begins to assume the 
functions of the latter; then undoubtedly, one 
of two consequences must ensue; either the char- 
acter of the Ruling Elder must be so elevated, 
and such qualifications for the office culled for, 
as would render it difficult, if not impossible for 
one church in ten to obtain a plurality of Elders; 
or the function of preaching and administering 
sealing ordinances would be sve-lowered 

or the confidence of intelligent Christians:— 
Either of these consequences would be deplora- 

A man may be acceptable and eminent- le. 
used in this chapter, then a Ruling Elder aati useful as a Ruling Elder, according to the 
perform a number of the acts which are spoken 
of as belonging to members, but which have been 
hitherto always regarded as confined to the 
clerical members of the body. 

I]. Further; the uniform practice of the vener- 
able men who formed the constitution of our 
church, is a living and indubitable commentary 
on their language. How did they practically 
interpret their own meaning? Directly in op- 
position to the new opinion, and in perfect har- 
mony with the practice which it is the object of 

The constitution of our 
church under which we now act was finally 
completed and ratified in 1788—fifty-four years 
ago. From that time to the present, how have 
the venerable men who were concerned in the 
formation of that Formulary, continued to act 
in regard to the matter now under discussion ? 
Can a single instance now be produced of any 
of those men adopting or countenancing the new 
plan? If in the general title of members of the 
Presbytery who were to lay on-hands, and give 
the “‘right hand of fellowship,” they meant to 
include Ruling Elders as well as ministers, 
would they not have acted accordingly? How 
can we account for it that such a construction 
was never thought of, either in theory or prac- 
tice, by the men who formed the constitution, 
and who, of course, were of all others most 
competent to interpret its language? How has 
it happened that this new doctrine was never 

_ stumbled upon, until all those Fathers of the 
Church, with very few if any exceptions, were 

Do the advocates of 
the new doctrine understand the constitution 
better than its framers? Or were those framers 
so weak, or so dishonest as to believe one thing, 
and practise another ? 

ILI. This reasoning will receive abundant con- 
firmation if we examine whut has been the prac- 
tice of ALL PresByTEREIAN Cuurcues, without 
exception, for the last three hundred years. 
There is a kind of ** common law,” in ecclesi- 
astical as well as civil communities, equally 
binding with that which is statutory; and to 
which, where it is clearly ascertainable, all 
good citizens implicitly bow, such a common 
law, it is confidently believed, exists in respect 
to the matter under consideration. It is believ- 
ed that in regard to no point of ecclesiastical or- 
der has there been more perfect uniformity of 
practice-in Presbyterian Christendom; than in 
excluding all but ministers from laying on hands 
in the ordination of: ministers. Whether we 
contemplate the history of Presbyterianism 
as it has existed in Scotland, in Geneva, in 
France, in Holland, in Germany, or in the 
United States, it is confidently believed that no 
example of a different kind was ever heard of, 
until within two or three years in the state of 
Kentucky. It is notorious and admitted that in 
the Form of Government drawn up by the As- 
sembly of Divines at Westminster, and adopted 
by the Church of Scotland, no othé than 
‘‘ preaching Presbyters” were allowed to lay on 
hands in ministerial ordinations. It is well 
known, too, that Calvin, the venerable patri- 
arch and representative of the Church of Gene- 
va, expressly declares that in such ordinations 
hands are to be laid on by pastors only, (solos 
pastores.) And we may confidently pronounce! 
that the whole annals of regular Presbyterian- 
ism, both foreign and domestic, will be search- 
ed in vain for a single instance of a contrary 
kind. Where have the friends of the new doc- 
trine learned it? From what source has light 
suddenly burst forth to sanction a practice ne- 
ver heard of before? Surely those who profess 
to be Old-school Presbyterians ought to be slow 
in deserting the “‘ old paths,” and adopting plans 
entirely at variance with all preceding usage. 

But it has been alledged that our fathers of 
the American Church, in framing our present 
constitution, designedly departed from the mo- 
del of Scotland; and instead of saying as our 
Scotch ancestors have done, that the imposition 
of hands was to be made by “ preaching Pres- 
byters” alone, have employed language which 
assigns this rite to “every member” of the 
Presbytery. ‘This change of language, say the 

tes of the new doctrine, was no 
intentional, and must be considered as indicatiag} 
a design to sanction and introducé a practice dik 

ferent from that of our Scottish fathers. No- 
thing more is necessary to refute this argument 
than a recurrence to the fact, that Dr. Wither- 
spoon, for many years an eminent minister, 
and for some time before he left that coun- 
try, a distinguished leader of the evangeli- 
cal part of the Church of Scotland, was a 
member of the committee who framed our ec- 
clesiastical constitution, besides a number of other 
aged ministers who were perfectly familiar with 
the principles and habits of our mother church. 
If those enlightened and venerable men really 
meunt to introduce a new practice, why was 
such a change not only never introduced, but 
never so much as proposed er heard of for more 
than half a century afterwards? Were they so 
stupid as to forget their own purpose, or so dis- 
honest as to say one thing and mean and do 
another? Yet the fact is, that no one of their 
number seems ever to have adopted or thought 
of such a change as they are alleged to have 
aimed at. How any thinking, candid man can 
imagine that these men, so intelligent and so 
pious, altered the language of the constitution 
for the express purpose of introducing the new 
practice which is contended for, and yet never 
in any single instance, adopted or proposed that 
practice, is indeed one of the most marvellous 
of all imaginations! 

[V. I object to the new doctrine and practice 
which [ now oppose, as adapted to introduce 
confusion and radical error in regard to the of- 
fice of the Ruling Elder: One of the most 
zealous advocates of the doctrine in question 
was heard to say, that he had been twice or- 
dained, once as a Ruling Elder and afterwards 
as a Minister of the Gospel; that he en 
this as entirely wrong; and that if it were to do 

prevailing and popular views of that office, who 
could never command respect, or be reall y use- 
ful as a minister of the Gospel; and it is per- 
fectly evident that the more entirely distinct 
these offices are kept in fact, and in the popu- 
lar mind, the more likely will they be to an- 
swer the great purposes of their institution. 

The foregoing remarks are intended to show 
that the new doctrine and practice concerning the 
agency of Elders in ministerial ordination ought 
not to be adopted! To my mind, they are per- 

ment of much Presbyterian principle, and great 
practical mischief as likely to arise from the 
general adoption of the new theory. 

But this is not all. Suppose the invasien of 
Presbyterian principles were less dangerous, and 
the practical mischief likely to ensue less seri- 
ous—is nothing due to the unity and harmony 
ofthe Church? We profess to be bound to- 
gether by the same Constitution as one compact 
homogeneous body. We consider it asa great 
advantage, that we all walk together by the 
same rules, and all speak the same thing; so 
‘that a Presbyterian minister or member, in 
travelling from one Presbytery to another, finds 
every where the same doctrine, and the same 
practice, and is every where at home in the en- 
joyment of the same usages. Is it discreet, 
then, for one or two Presbyteries, or a single 
Synod to introduce some usage different from the 
rest of the body, and thus to countenance dis- 
cord of feeling, and diversity of practice? 

Presbyterian principle, and in every respect 
better, when a Presbytery or Synod adopted the 
opinion that the general practice of the Church 
had been either defective or erroneous in regard 
to a particular point, to send an overture to the 
General Assembly bringing the matter in ques- 
tion under the notice of that Body, and propo- 
sing the desired alteration. ‘The Assembly if it 
thought favourably of the overture would send 
it down to all the Presbyteries to be deliberated 
on by them, and adopted, if approved. This is 
the only course in accordance with our ecclesi- 
astical system. The only course which can 
lead to harmony and uniformity of practice ; 
that harmony in order, as’ well as in doctrine, 
which is so desirable in every religious com- 
munity. Why will not our Kentucky friends 
take this course? Are they certain that, in the 
prosecution of their new plan, circumstances 
may not now and then arise, which may render 
some of their ordinations questionable, if not 
spurious, in the view of some other parts of the 
Church? For my part, Mr. Editor, the late ex- 
perience of our beloved Church has given us so 
painful a lesson in regard to the evils of discord 
and strife, that | shrink almost instinctively 
from every thing that looks like innovation, or 
a departure, even in form, from the old paths. 

CANONICUS. 

S.miilie. For the Presbyterian. 

LICENTIATES. 

Mr. Editor—I perused with pleasure the re- 
marks of your correspondent, in a late number 
of the Presbyterian, on the propriety and im- 
portance of limiting the time for which candi 

byteries. ‘Ihe evils attendant on our present 
system are neither few nor small. The great 
object of giving license to @ young man who 
has the ministry in view, is to ascertain whe- 
ther he be “ apt to teach,” and whether he pos- 
sess the various intellectual, moral, literary, 
and physical qualifications which are likely to 

and also to ascertain what degree of popularit 

may visit. The New Testament prescribes a 
trial of young men before hands are laid on 
them; and if, on adequate trial, they do npt 
promise well, nothing can he plainer than that 

they may better serve the cause of Christ, and 
the happiness of their fellow men. 

More than once has the writer of these lines 
-knewn_you ng men who were licensed Btthe age 
of goon for ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years, and, in a few instan- 
ces, during the remainder of a long’ life, as 
mere licentiates—without ever being called by 

promise of usefulness. In the codrse of the 
present year, a young man licensed by one of 
our Presbyteries in the state of New Jersey, 
after being two or three years exercising his 
gifts among the churches belonging to that Pres- 
bytery, was found so utterly wanting in all the 
qualifications which render a preacher accepta- 
ble, and felt that he had so little prospect of ob. 
taining ordination and accertance in the Pres- 
byterian Church, that he sought admittance into 
the Episcopal denomination, and was received ; 
and a few weeks since his name was embla- 
zoned in the New York “Churchman,” as a 
convert from Presbyterianism to Episcopacy. 
Poor fellow! he had no prospect of acceptance 
or countenance in our Church, and felt con- 
strained to quit it, and take refuge in a denomi- 
nation in which his slender gifts might turn to 
better account. For all such cases there ought, 
undoubtedly, to be a remedy. The moment the 
trial of a young man which is afforded by his 
license, has proceeded far enough to show that 
he cannot be #n aceeptable or useful minister in 
our own Church, his license ought to be with. 
drawne 

The best general remedy for all such, and 
similar cases, is to license for a limited time; 
and then, at the expiration of that time, as no 
office has been conferred, nothing more is ne- 
cessary, if the trial has not proved favourable, 
than, simply and silently, not to renew it. On 
the other hand, if it has proved favourable, and 
yet a further trial is desirable, nothing is more 
easy than to renew it for as much longer time 
as may be judged best. A proposal and vote 

necessary, when he who has for some time ac- © 

fectly conclusive. I think I eee the derange- . 

*dutes for the ministry are licensed by our Pres- 

he may attain in the congregations which he —_ 

cheapened as no longer to command the respect” 

Would it not be far more in accordance with — 

a 

render him acceptable and useful to the Church ; | 

this trial ought to be terminated, and they re- | 
manded to some secular employment, in which — 

any church, and without any appemrance ‘or — 
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