
_ with all its calamities was about to visit our 

greatly instrumental in inducing the neighbours 

‘Tory. He replied that he was a preacher of 
the Gospel, lost in a strange country, and im-% 

-room, and with all the courtesy and chivalry of 

‘on the bed-side,) “* I am the leader of the Whigs 

‘ago, a party of Tories hung one of my neigh- 
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From the Southern Literary Messenger. 

SKETCH OF THE REV. STEPHEN B. BALCH, D. D. 

BY 4 CITIZEN OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, VA. 
How sweetly sleep the brave, who sink to rest 
By all their country’s honours blest.—Collins. 

In the following memoir, I design to recall to 
the memory of surviving friends the virtues of 
a patriot and the ministerial usefulness of a man, 
who, while living, was beloved by all, and whose 
death was deplored by a sorrowing commu- 
nity. 

Stephen B. Balch was born in Hartford coun- 
ty, Md. April 7th, 1746, and at an early age 
emigrated to Georgia. Of his boyish days little 
is known. But in the fall of 1772, he becomes 

student of Princeton College, at that time un- 
r the superintendence of the learned Dr. With- 

erspoon, a member of the first Continental Con- 
ress, and a signer of the Declaration of 
ndependence. — re he first saw the late 

President Madison, Brockholst Livingston, re- 
cently judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and Aaron Burr, who soon left the classic 
fields in which he then walked triumphant, to 
aid in the chivalric attempt of storming the walls 
of Quebec, amid the snows of a Northern win. 
ter. At this time, the military spirit was running 
high and strong in the bosoms of the young 
men ofthat day. Often did the College students 
meet in the campus, where Leake of Trenton, 
or some other popular favourite would harangue 
the multitude, and depict in most glowing co- 
lours the long catalogue of oppressions inflicted 
by Great Britain on the unoffending Colonies. 
Accordingly some of the bravest officers of our 
army belonged to this band of young heroes. 

In 1774 he graduates, and bids adieu to the 
companions of fis youth—to the fields where he 
had so often roamed, soon to be crimsoned with 
the blood of Mercer and his gallant associates 
in arms. Mr. Balch is now on the wide world, 
without a shilling in his purse; and walks to 
Lower Marlborough, Calvert county, Md. to 
take charge of an academy of young men, sons 
of the wealthy farmers of the neighbourhood. 
His ardent spirit must have been busily exer. 
cised on the thrilling scenes passing before him, 
as he trudged along his lonely way. In the 
Eastern States, the unrivalled oratory of War- 
ren had electrified the hearts of all who heard 
or read the powerful effusions of his gifted in- 
tellect. Henry had aroused the Ancient Do- 
minion, and his mighty voice had shaken the 
throne of 

and laid the foundations of our liberty—war 

peaceful country—and our sires had resolved 
to do or die. 

On the Ist of October, 1775, the schoolmas- 
ter receives from the Council of Safety at An- 
napolis a commission of captain, authorizing 
him to raise and discipline a volunteer company 
consisting of the young men in his Academy 
able to bear arms, to harass the enemy when- 
ever he appeared on the peninsula between the 
bay and Patuxent. The field officers under 
whose orders he acted, were Major Patrick 
Smith and Col. Alexander Somerville. For 
several years, whether by night or day, he was 
alternately employed in the double duty of 
teaching and training his troops, and annoying 
the marauding parties of the British, who were 
capturing negroes and carrying off cattle and 
other provisions. He often appeared in full 
dress at the head of his company on the green 
before the Academy, giving the word of com- 
mand—firing every bosom with impatient de- 
sire for danger—appealing to their honour and 
courage to avenge the wrongs of their country, 
saying that their brows would be encircled with 
the laurels of victory—that death was prefera- 
ble to slavery. The influence of his example 
extended far and wide; and the Captain was 

to stand by their country in those dark and 
ilous days. 
In 1778 he sets out for Georgia, where he 

commenced the study of divinity; and in the 
fall of 1780, was commissioned by the Pres- 
bytery to travel as a missionary through the 
Carolinas as far North as Georgetown, now in 
the District of Columbia. In this enterprise, 
he encountered many arduous trials. The 
disastrous route of our Southern army under 
the unfortunate Gates, had just occurred. The 
victorious legions of Cornwallis now over- 
whelmed all opposition. Tarleton, like Attilla, 
suffered not the grass to grow under the hoofs 
of his cavalry, but was carrying death into 
every family, and dismay into every heart. 
Three states had returned to their allegiance 
under the proclamation of the British Chief— 
our shattered troops flying for safety—all hope 
of independence extinct—worse than all, a civil 
war raging with unmitigated fury— fathers, 
sons, neighbours, arrayed against each other— 
the flames of their dwellings, in the darkness of 
midnight, illuminating the surrounding country 
—famine doing her dreadful work — and deso- 
lation had become the inmate of every house- 
hold. 

In this journey through Carolina, he travel- 
led one exceedingly sultry day without any 
refreshment for himself or horse. Night came 
on; alone, hungry, fatigued, ignorant of the 
road, he urged on his jaded animal, until at 
length a distant light is seen. It issued from 
a large mansion belonging to General Isaac 
Williams, who afterwards fell at King’s Moun- 
tain. When he rapped at the front door, a fe- 
male from within inquired if he were Whig or 

lored protection and refreshment for the night. 
He was immediately welcomed to all the com- 
forts ofthe house. At dawn of day,the General 
having returned from a reconnoitering excur- 
sion during the night, entered the missionary’s 

an accomplished soldier, greeted his arrival. 
He was about thirty years old—-six feet high, 
aod admirably framed—-lofty carriage—noble, 
animated countenance—full, piercing black eye 
—hair curling over an expanded intellectual 
forehead—dressed in full regimentals — with 
loaded pistols in his belt, and sword in its scab- 
bard. “Sir,” said he, (sitting down familiarly 

in this vicinity, and our land is sad and desolate 
with the ravages of the enemy. A few nights 

bours to the pole of his fodder house, another 

was shot while clasped in the arms of his wife, 
for no other offence than love of liberty; they 

came here recently to inflict a similar fate on 
myself, but the whole gang was repulsed, and 
here am I, resolved on independence or death, 
incessantly engaged in carrying on a war of 
extermination against our ruthless invaders. | 
have only to regret that I can die but once to 
savemy country. But our cause is just.. Hea- 
ven is on our side.” a 

At this delightful residence, the missionary 
remained until the morning of the ensuing Sab- 
bath, when he rose with the sun to ride ten 

miles, where by previous appointment he was to 
preach at 11 o'clock, A.M. A chariot and 

ia.| four appeared, in which he took a seat with the 
mid! General General and his charming lady, and soon ar- 

rived at the church. A large concourse ol 
people was assembled. Williams urged the 
missionary to concentrate all the powers of his 
mind and the force of his eloquence on the vital, 
paramount, absorbing topic of American inde- 
pendence, and to arouse his hearers to the res- 
cue of their country, whatever might be the 
result. Accordingly when the hymn was read, 
the General rose in full uniform, and led the 
music with as much ease as he would have 
commanded his brigade in the day of battle. 
The divine now dwelt on the horrors of war and 
the cruelty of the enemy, but cheered the flock 
with telling them that the race was not always 
to the swift, nor the battle tothe strong. ‘“ Your 
country, it is true, is laid waste by a vandal foe, 
your wives and daughters are outraged, your 
firesides andaltars are desecrated, your churches 
in ruins—the blood so recently shed at Beau- 

fort’s defeat, cries for vengeance, the bones of 
our countrymen are bleaching alike amid the 
snows of Canada and the sands of Carolina.— 
What though victory perched not on our stand- 
ard either at Camden, Brandywine, or German- 
town? yet see the stripes and stars unfolded to 
the breeze at Trenton, Princeton, and Mon- 
mouth. The God of Hosts led the armies of 
Israel ; to them he was a cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night; he is now the same Al- 
mighty protector of all who trust in His divine 
help, and He will yet rescue us ‘out of the 
house of bondage.’ Soon our armie8 will regain 
their good fortune. The dark prospect now 
before us wit be succeeded ty the smile of in- 
spiring hope; the misfortunes of defeat and dis- 
aster will yield to the shout and joy of victory ; 
the scourge of war will cease, and peace will 
soon gladden every heart, and we shall become 
a great and prosperous people.” 

So spake the missionary. On descending 
from the pulpit, Williams embraced him with 
the most ardent affection, urged him to return 
to his house, where he might be free of expense, 
teach school and preach the Gospel, and render 
the Whigs invaluable services in the war then 
going on. It was invain. His promise to per- 
form the tour of missionary labour prevented 
his acceptance ; and when the moment of sepa- 
ration arrived, the stern and fiery eye of the 
General was filled with tears. 

Should the reader ask whether the minister 
of God had not violated the precepts of our meek 
and lowly Saviour, which inculcate forgiveness 
of injuries, | reply that those principles apply 
to individuals, not to nations as such, and that 
the revolution was a case sui generis. Wethen 
saw the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburg, pastor of a 
Lutheran congregation in the Shenandoah Val- 
ley, resigning his charge, that he might after- 
wards be engaged as Brigadier General in many 

{ the seven years’. actions | 
war, and in 1814, when our army was beleag- 
uered at Plattsburg, a preacher of Vermont took 
along a large portion of his congregation, and 
after the return of peace, received from Gen. 
Tompkins a splendid Bibl> to commemorate the 
courage and virtue of the patriot band. 

We return to the missionary. He now quits 
the very interesting scenes in which he lately 
participated, and is alone in a solitary road 
travelling to Maryland, and arrives in George- 
town to preach the word of life. The flock 
consisted of ten members only, but which after- 
wards grew to be the most flourishing in the 
district. He also took the care of a small con- 
gregation in Fredericktown, and every fortnight 
rode Trere on horseback to promote their spirit- 
ual welfare. Here he saw Wayne's division in 
full march for the South, to.enter on the arduous 
duties of that campaigne, which terminated on 
the 19th October, 1781, in the surrender of the 
royal army at York Town. They had been 
encamped for some weeks on the banks of the 
Monocaxy to obtain rest and health. Their 
chief now appeared at their head, mounted ona 
white charger, and every soldier seemed proud 
to serve under the hero of Stony Point. The 
slow and solemn step of the platoons, the splen- 
deur of their arms, the soul-inspiring music, 
the smiles of the fair,and the benedictions of the 
pious on the heads of those now marching to 
meet the foe, recalled to the memory of the 
preacher the thrilling scenes which had occur- 
red on the bantiks of the Patuxent and the en- 
chanting plains of Carolina. 

Soon alter his location in Georgetown, he 
opened a classical school. Here he educated 
several judges, many members of Congress, and 
seventy-two clergymen. He was of the Old- 
school, and practised on the principle “ spare 
the rod and spvil the child,” yet did all his 
scholars entertain for him the most ardent af- 
fection and unbounded veneration. From year 
to year, during his long life, did this amiable 
man with untiring assiduity, dispense the Gos- 
pel to his people—instruct the young—counsel 
the middle-aged—cheer the old with consolations 
of the Holy Scriptures—heal divisions in the 
church, reconcile neighbours and former friends, 
whose kindness to each other had been inter- 
rupted—uphold every good institution—the life 
of the social circle, an enemy to all vice and the 
friend of virtue. It was his pleasure, during his 
ministry, to seek out the lonely widow and 
orphan, in order to assuage their sorrows—to 
penetrate the hovels of misery and want, that 
their wretched inmates might enjoy comfort and 
plenty; and notwithstanding his own path 
through life was not free from thorns, yet did he, 
in adversity, display a faith like that enjoined 
in the 11th chapter of the Hebrews—for nearly 
fifty, two years, he stood unrivalled in the hearts 
of his flock ; and then “ fell where he fought,” 
a soldier of the cross, without leaving an enemy 
behind. 

As to the ‘honours of the world, he coveted 
none, and received but one—the degree of D. D., 
conferred on him by the trustees of New Jer- 
sey College in 1818. P 

Like Howard, he sought for the honour 
which fadeth not away—like him, the snows of 
winter and heat of summer prevented not the 

discharge of duty—like him, he shunned all 
human praise. Dr. Balch lived in an extraor- 
dinary age. He sawa nation born not ina 
day, but amid the throes and agonies of a long 
protracted war—our soldiers laying down their 
arms and returning to their peaceful avocations 

their chief hiding himself from the gaze of the 
world in the retirement of Mount Vernon—the 
sword turned into a ploughshare a republican 
form of government presented to the people in 

1787, and the Father of the Country setting up 

with his own hand, a Constitution which is the 

admiration of mankind. He saw his country 
seated aloft among the nations of the earth— 

her commerce whitening every sea—bher agri- 
culture extended throughout this widely extend- 

ed confederacy—her arts and sciences spread 

ing their benign influence over the land—the 
rising generations trained up in Colleges, Acade- 
mies and Common Schools, splendid cities spring- 
ing up in the valley of Mississippi like magic— 
and temples dedicated to God, where lately the 
beasts of the forest kept their dens. He saw too 

‘in 1812, the second war of independence. He 
beheld with his own eye, the conflagration of 
our Capitol, and blushed for his country ; but 
his aged heart bounded with joy, when his ear 
heard the roar ofartillery on the Lakes, and our 
Northern Frontier. He saw the second war 

terminated, and peace once more reign through- 
out the land. - All this was enough for one man 
to behold ; and on the 22d September, 1833, he 
was summoned before the Judge of the quick 
and the dead. 
T recollect the last conversation I ever held 

with this goot’ man—about six months prior to 
his death. It was on a raw, cold gusty day in 
April. At his request we walked to the grave 
yard, where slept in undisturbed repose, the 
wife of his youth—a son who had fought at 
French Mills in 1813—many connexions, and 
a long list of friends and parishioners. He was 
now in his eighty-seventh year. Pulling off 
his hat his long grey curls fell down on his 
shoulders—his eye beamed with almost pro- 
phetic fire—his countenance was ruddy. Stand- 
ing on the confines of both worlds, he seemed 
as though neither apostle nor martyr could pre- 
sent a more sublime and enrapturing appear- 
ance. “ Behold,” said he, “ the ravages of in- 
temperance. Yonder tombstone hides from our 
view a man who was formerly a prominent 
member of our society; wealthy, useful, high- 
ly respected—he died a victim to this vice, hav- 
ing first condemned his family to want, with 
no hope of future happiness as he passed aldhg 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death. 
Beyond him is the resting place of a youth of 
streng intellect, and great literary acquirements, 
who was one of my scholars. His eloquence 
might have electrified the forum and the halls 
of our national legislature—aroused his coun- 
trymen to deeds of valour in war, or guided the 
ship of state ia time of greatest danger. He: 
too fell at the foot of the pale horse; and | at- 
tended him to that “narrow house.” Yonder, 
in that retired spot,*lies a bosom friend of mine, 
a member of my congregation for many years, 
who, in an evil hour yielded to the siren song 
of intemperance, and the angel of happiness 
flapped her wing and fled his bosom for ever. 
Next to him, are the remains of my son—of 
lofty talents—undaunted courage—who shed 
his blood for our country during the last war— 
he fell too, in the morning of life. The entrea- 
ties of friends—the prayers of his parents—his 
own repeated efforts to conquer the delusion 
were vain—the cataract of Niagara held him in 
its uncontrollable vortex, and he is no more. 
Remember, | conjure you, to stand by the Tem- 
perance Cause.” He ceased to speak. 

The next intelligence was, that the patriarch 
had gone to his rest. Reader! as you walk 
through Georgetown to Washington, look to 
the Bridge-street Church, and you will see a 
plain white monument, erected by his children 
to the memory of their father. Read the in- 
scription, and imitate the bright example of him 
whose virtues are there commemorated. 

MANIFESTATION OF CHARACTER. 
** When you see a dog following two men,” 

says Mr. Ralph Erskine in one of his sermons, 
*‘you know not to which of them he belongs 
while they walk together; but let them come to 
a parting road, and one go one way, and the 
other another way, then you will know which 
is the dog’s master. So, at times, religion and 
the world go hand in hand. While a man may 
have the world and a religious profession too, 
we cannot tell which is the man’s master, God 
or the world; but stay till the man come to a 
parting road; God calls him this way, and the 
world calls him that way. Well if God be his 
master he follows religion, and lets the world 
go; but if the world be his master, then he fol- 

lows the world and the lusts thereof, and Jets 
God and conscience and religion go.” 

For the Presbyterian. 
DEDICATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

OF HARMONY, NEW JERSEY. 
The former building, which occupied the 

ground on which this edifice now stands, was 
consumed by fire abouta year since. During 
this long time, the congregation experienced 
severe privations, from the ‘oss of their house of 
worship; and although prompt and energetic in 
their measures to secure the erection of a second 
house for the praise of the God of their fathers, 
still they were not enabled to bring their work 
to a final completion until the date to which this 
notice refers. 

On Thursday December 2d the house being 
finished, it was dedicated to the service of God, 
in conformity to notice previously given and 
extensively circulated. ‘I'he exercises on the 
occasion, although considerably protracted and 
varied in their character, were deeply solemn 
and interesting ; and the hearts of many were 
greatly cheered, in that the clemency of the 
weather, and the general interest felt as to the 
success of the work, secured an overflowing 
audience. The Rev. John W. Yeomans, Pres- 
ident of La Fayette college, the Rev. John 
Gray, of Easton, the Rev. David X. Junkin, and 
others, were present, and severally took part in 
the exercises. ‘That branch of the services, 
which consisted in the music, was particularly 
excellent ; being performed by a choir of noble 
and well trained voices ; whilst at the same time, 
the anthems were judiciously chosen, and the 
hymns original and appropriate. ‘The whole of 
the exercises were indeed of such a character, 

as will not soon be forgotten by the people o! 
this vicinity und congregation ; whilst we hope 
through the attendant influences of the Spirit, 
deep and salutary impressions were produced 
upon many minds in that vast assembly. 

The services of Thursday morning, were fol- 
lowed by a series of religious exercises, morning 
and evening during the week. The audiences, 
from the character of the \ »ther and the state 
of the roads, were unusua!!y iarge, and distin- 
guished by much seriousness and undivided atten- 
tion. On the Sabbath, the Lord’s supper was 
administered in the presence of an assembly, 
almost as large as was that on the day of the 
dedication ; and from the depth of feeling mani- 
fested on the part of many, we fondly hope, that 
the Lord is about to shed down upon us his 
richest blessings. The protracted exercises 
were closed on Sabbath evening by an appeal to 
a large assembly of youth. The prospects of 
this congregation are indeed flattering ; and we 
hope that they will be realized in the triumphal 
establishment of Messiah’s kingdom in many 
hearts. 
The building is nearly free from debt, 

the congregation having sustained almost the 
entire burden, and which from its size and finish, 
is by no means light,—an example worthy of 
imitation on the part of many sister congrega- 
tions. This notice, Mr. Editor, of the progress 
and prospects of Presbyterianism in this region, 
if you shall deem it worthy a place in the col- 
umns of your paper, is at your disposal. 

N. B. I also send you a copy of the hymns 
which were sung at the dedication of our 
Church, and if it will not burden you with too 
much matter from one source, I should be plea- 
sed, for the sake of the company, to see them 
occupy a place in the Presbyterian. 

The first hymn on the page was composed 

by Mrs. Gray of Easton—the others by two la-| 
dies of the same village. Yours in Christian 
affection, I remain, Joun J. CaRmRELL. 

HY MNS, 
request, to be sung @ the dedication of the 
terran Church of Harmony, New Jersey. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT BETHESDA. 
Air—Sranisu Mrvopy. 

Come to this house of prayer, 
Wanderer unholy ; 

Seek you for pardon here, 
Spurning all folly;— 

Opened there is to-day ; 
‘ To wash each stain away, 

A laver of purity, 
Sacred and holy! 

Come to Bethesda’s pool 
All ye who need it ; 

Let not its waters cool, 
Mantle unheeded— 

Here bring each grief and pain— 
Here bring each sinful stain— 
Here wash the vilest clean— 
Come all who need it ! 

Is there one impotent, 
On its brink lying ?— 

Is there one penitent, 
Bitterly sighing?— 

Courage thou helpless one— 
Cheer up, thou sorrowing— 
Here God’s eternal Son, 

Raiseth the dying! 

Now holy Messenger, 
Over us bending ; 

Come, every bosom stir, 
Kindly descending ; 

While in this temple we 
Offer our ptaise to thee, 
Here let thy presence be 

Aiding, defenJing. J. L. G. 

HY MN—Air C. M. 

Jehovah! at thy name we pause ; 
We own Thy gracious care ; 

And dedicate'to ‘Thy great cause, 
This sacred house of prayer. 

We open wide Thy portals Lord, 
We call upon ‘I hy name, 

To ask a blessing on ‘Thy word, 
Which we shall here proclaim: 

So that the sinner hence may find 
The way that leads to Thee, 

That he may not by error blind 
His own salvation flee. 

Let a rich harvest crown the seed, 
Sown by Thy herald here, 

That he may reap a glorious meed 
In heav’ns eternal sphere. 

Dear Saviour! hear our feeble lays; 
Thou hearest not in vain; 

Accept our warmest, deepest, praise, 
In this meek, humble, strain. 

Air—Pecnam, 8. M. 
Spirit of God descend 
On the assembly here, 
And as with lowly heart we bend, 
Wilt thou to teach draw near ; 
Hallow and fill this place, ‘ 
Here—may thy glory shine, 
And deign by tokens of thy grace, 
To consecrate this shrine. 

Ophir nor Lebanon 
Their gold nor cedar bring, 
Unto the high and Holy One 
A costly offering. 
But thanks to Thee our God, 
For worship pure and plain, 
Thanks—that on soil by freemen trod, 
Is reared our simple fane. 

Grant Lord it long may stand, 
A pharos true and bright, 
Shedding upon this favoured land 
Its calm unwav’ring light. 
A well spring may it be 
Amid life’s moral waste, 
W hosegg@shing waters clear and free, 
Refresh the thirsty taste. 

Oh may it catch the rays 
Of the millennium morn, 
And shout triumphant songs of praise 
As speeds its glory on,— 
Hosanna to the Lord, 
The triune—Onein Three, 
Hosanna to Jehovah—God, 
Throughout eternity. F. M. L. 

TROUBLES IN THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

Overture adopted by the Synod of South Carolina and Geor- 
ia. 

“This Synod glories in the truth so plainly 
taught in our Confession of Faith that, * there 
is no other head of the Church but the Lord Je- 
sus Christ,” and “ that the Lord Jesus, as king 
and head of his Church, hath therefore appoint- 
ed a government in the hands of Church officers 
distinct from the civil magistrate.” ‘ To these 
officers the keys of the kingdom of heaven are 
committed, and it belongeth to the overseers 
and other rulers of particular Churches, by vir- 
tue of their office, and the power which Christ 
hath given them for edification, and not for des- 
truction, to appoint assemblies, to convene in 
them, ministerially to determine controversies of 
faith, and cases of conscience, to set down rules 
and directions for the better government, and 
further edification of the Church, to receive and 
issue all complaints arising from mal-adminis- 
tration, and authoritatively to determine the 
same.” That “Civil Magistrates may not 
therefore assume to themselves, the administra- 
tion of the word and sacraments, or the keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or in the least inter- 
fere in matters of faith. 

“ Yet as nursing fathers, it is the duty of civil 
magistrates to protect the church of our com- 
mon Lord, without giving the preference to any 
denomination of Christians above the rest, in 
sucha manner thatallecclesiastical persons what- 
ever, shall enjoy the full, free and unquestioned 
liberty of discharging every part of their sacred 
functions without violence or danger. And as 
Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular govern- 
ment and discipline in his church, no law of any 
commonwealth should interfere with, let, or hin- 
der, the due exercise thereof, among the volun- 
tary members of any denomination of Chris- 
tians, according to their own profession and be- 
lief. It is the duty of civil magisirates to pro- 
tect the person and good name of all their peo- 
ple, in such an effectual manneras that no person 
be suffered, either upon pretence of religion or 
infidelity, to offer any indignity, violence, abuse, 
or injury to any other person whatsoever; and 
to take order, that all religious and ecclesiastical 
assemblies be held without molestation or distur- 
bance. | 

“ It is therefore the right and privilege of the 
Church to elect and ordain ecclesiastical rulers 
to their respective offices, in that way which 
shall appear most accordant to the word of God, 
and most edifying to the Church. ‘I’o the peo- 
ple also it belongs as an inalienable right to 
choose their own Elders and Pastors and to the 
appointed Judicatories the power of licensing 
and ordaining Probationers, and Ministers; or 
translating or removing them from one charge 
to another ; of instituting process against them; 
of requiring their obedience to the laws of Christ, 
and of excluding the disobedient and disorderly 
from the privileges of the Church. 

This Synod would therefore express her deep 

and heart-felt sympathy with the Church of 
Scotland in her present difficulties—when the 
powers of the State without, and of a party with- 
in, are combined to restrict and compass her 
powers in the exercise of these, her inaliena 
and heaven-granted rights. We would give 
her our warmest thanks for her noble con- 
tending. for the headship and supremacy of 
Christ—the spiritual independence of the Church, 
and the indefensible rights of every Christian 

ple to choose who shall be over them in the 
rd. 
Regarding as we do the act of 1711, regard- 

ing patronage as the great source of her present 
difficulties we would further call upon her never 
to rest satisfied until she has procured the entire 
abolition of patronage in the Church of Scotland. 
Rejoicing in the manifest tokens of the divine fa- 
vour, vouchsafed to her especially in the various 
Missiouary undertakings she has been enabled 
succesively to prosecute, and the revivals of re- 
ligion with which she has been favoured, we 
would assure her of our cordial sympathy, of our 
earnest prayers, and if need be, of our substan- 
tial assistance, in the maintenance of her present 
Christian and noble stand.” 

From the London Christian Observer. 

TASLE TALK OF BENGELIUS. 

Distinction between Converted and Uncon- 
verted.—What is the difference between the 
faults of the unconverted and the faults of the 
converted? ‘lhe former shoot beside the tar- 
get altogether; and the latter do not hit the 
middle. 

Forgiveness of Offences.—Children of God 
are more ready than others to forgive the of- 
fences of their fellow-men; and this even when 
under stronger temptation than others, to lay 
such offences to heart. As it is the influence 
of grace that disposes them siucerely to for- 
give, so they are glad to evince its good effect 
in their conduct; though what they have to 
forgive is often more severely felt by them than 
it could be by unconverted men: for the latter 
are not so tenderly sensible of good and ill, 
and they give and take accordingly; whereas 
a real servant of Christ, and child of God be- 
comes, by the grace which prevails within him, 
more sensible and impressible. He deals gently 
with his fellow men; but on this very score it 

affects him the more painfully, that, in despite 
of his moderation and kindness, they do not 
cease to treat him with unfeelingness and as- 

rity. 

The Oldest Nobility.—lIt is a great piece of 
vanity which men indulge about the nobility, 
and antiquity of their families. This vanity 
virtually splits the human race into two distinct 
castes, a superior and an inferior one; and 
those who pride themselves upon their nobility 
reckon themselves of course in the former. 
Now the poorest despised Jew is able to trace 
his noble origin much further back than any 
of them; I say’is able to do it; for he can re- 
fer to accurate genealogies which go up to the 
remotest antiquity. 

Nepotism.—lIt is an established rule in W., 
that whoever expects preferment, must be either 
a great man’s son, or belong by marriage to 
some family of consequence. The person who 
gets on without these requisites, is generally a 
dependent on others who have them; or if no 
more eligible person stands in his way, prefer- 
ment may accrue to him by sufferance. 

One great cause of the decline of learning in 
our (the German) universities is, that it is taken 
for granted that a professor’s son must, by his 
very birth, &c., be qualified for a professorial 
chair, if he has been educated with that view ; 

he is therefore sent to school and to a univer- 
sity for the purpose. In like manner it is sup- 
posed that a professor’s daughter has an here- 
ditary title to be a professor’s wife. And yet as 
such persons do not always prove the best qua- 
lified, so God’s providence has all along de- 
monstrated how little his appointments have to 
do with human preferences and classifications. 

Truth, the Daughter of Time..—I think it 
rather unsafe to conelude that such and such 
events must be true, merely because they are 
founy recorded by a writer who lived when 
ey are said to have happefhed. ‘Truth is the 

daughter of time; for time often brings to light 
what has been enveloped for ages. 

Profitably reading the Public Journals.—If 
a person has opportunity, let him not only read 
the journals as they come out, but let him again 
run over a whole quarter’s sequence at one sit- 
ting; and it will give him quite another view of 
things and events. This may serve as a very 
faint adumbration of things and events as they 
appear to the eye of an all-seeing God: may 
intimate, at least, something of the manner in 
which men’s actions and omissions are regard- 
ed by him who knows beforehand the ultimate 
issue of all. 

Sweeping Sentiments and hasty Conclusions. 
To a person who used to say he “ néver went 
out, without coming home the worse for it,” 
Bengel remarked, * We ought to be careful 

how we suffer ourselves to form such hasty and 
sweeping conclusions; for they must contain 
untruth, and may easily be attended with very 
bad consequences. Suppose the apostles had 
determined for such a reason as yours, never 
to go out among their fellow men; would they 
have done right ?” 

Care for Children.—A person having re- 
marked that he thought parents must be the 
prey of much anxiety, if they consider to what 
temptations their children are exposed: Ben- 
gel answered, “* What a multitude of children 
has God in this world; for all and every one 
of whom he has to care at once; and yet he 
conducts each of them, step by step, till they 
come to perfect safety atlast. Besides, we may 
congratu'ate our children on their being so 
much nearer the mark than we were in our 
younger days: as every thing at present is at- 
tained by a shorter route than formerly.” 

Letters written by the Uneducated.—Bengel 
having received a letter from an illiterate (but 
pious) person, said, “| know not how it is, but 
| derive much more pleasure from letters of this 
sort, than from reading those of Spencer, Ar- 
nold, and others. Perhaps those worthies them- 
selves felt in the same way.” 

A Christian not swallowed up with over- 
much Sorréw.—Bengel having (on the 25th of 
February, 1735,) been apprised of the death of 
his wife’s mother, some friends endeavoured to 
dissuade him from preaching that morning ; but 
he said, ‘* This is uu occasion for testifying how 
a Christian’s mind is disposed ; and such an op- 
portunity must not be lost.” A child having 
died suddenly, while its mother was from home, 
and Bengel having to communicate to her the 
mournful intelligence, upon her inquiring— 
“ How is my child!” replied, “ It is engaged in 
love and praise.” 

Applicationof unfulfilled Prophecy.—W hen 
it was said to Bengel that possibly he might be 
meant by the third angel in the Apocalypse, he 
answered, *“* Supposing your idea to be correct, 
how can I sufficiently admire the purpose of 
God as to what he is pleased to make out of 
such a worm of the dust as | am; and also as 
to what he may ultimately bring to pass by 
such a poor weak instrument. But supposing 
your idea to be false, and I were to think of in- 
dulging such a notion, there would hardly have 
been a more abominable sin committed since the 
fall of Lucifer.” 

sidering all circumstances, he could not utterly 

he gave his sentiments on this subject as fol- 
lows: “That a variety of persons had for 
some time entertained such an opinion, but that 
he neither did nor could believe it. Still, con- 

dismiss it from his thoughts, but left it entirely 
to God; and should there be truth in it, his 

prayer was, that he might be enabled to keep 
his own heart totally untouched by it. He al- 
lowed it was a remarkable fact respecting his 
‘ Exposition of the Apocalypse,’ that it had so 
rapidly gained atteation throughout Germany, 
a success not common to books of the kind. 
That, considering hew God had led him all his 
life long, he could not but praise and magnify 
to the utmost the grace of God; and might 
well fall down before him in the dust, and even 
hide himself in the earth at his presence. ‘That 
both within himself and without, he found so 
many occasions for humility, that if any swell- 
ing of pride or self-complacency began to show 
itself, something counteractive to every thing of 
the kind was soon sent by Providence, which 
made him sink back into his own proper dimen- 
sions. He then spoke affectingly of his own 
nothingness, and paworthiness, &c., and said, 
that even if God had called him to sustain a 
character so high as the one in question, he 
could gain no real advancement by it in the 
kingdom of God, nor could any such distinction 
exempt him from liability to ‘be disapproved ;’ 
from which however he trusted that God would 
of mere grace preserve him: and that he was 
very seriously concerned lest he should be made 
too much of: as this might tempt him consid- 
erably to abate in genuine piety.” ‘The relator 
adds, “* I replied,—and yet the present period 
appears to be just that of the third angel.” 
“ Yes,” he answered, “the middle of the pe- 
riod, which commenced with blessed Arndt, and 
ends in the great term of 1836, with just a 
hundred and eleven years for its measure, is 
the year 1725; the very year when light upon 
these subjects was bestowed upon me.” He 
adds, that, ‘‘ this circumstance had particularly 
struck him after S. had alleged him to be the 
third angel, which was even before the publica- 
tion of Bengel’s ‘ Exposition of the Apocalypse.’ 
For his own part, however, he had seriously 
endeavoured to evade such an application of the 
prophetic symbol as far as he could with a good 
conscience, that is, without any suppression of 
the truth. On the 10th of February, 1742, 
he expressed himself once more upon this sub- 
ject, as follows; ‘“ [can now, with greater cer- 
tainty than ever, contradict those who have en- 
tertained this notion concerning me, in ‘efer- 
ence to the third angel; and it is much to my 
own comfort that 1 can do so. Could | push 
myself still further down from the time of 
Arndt, I would do it; however, it is quite suffi- 
cient for me to say, that as Spencer (whom Ben- 
gel considered as the second angel) died just 
about the period when the Romish missions flour- 
ished most, and as at this period the Protest- 
ants also began to feel an interest in sending 
missions to the heathens, it should seem that 
precisely through these events was the third an- 
gel’s testimony fulfilled and terminated.” 

Salvability of the Pope.—Being asked if 
he thought any one pope of Rome could ever 
be saved, he said, “* | would not insist that he 
cannot; but it is likely to go very hard with 
him; for either he must really think he is what 
his deluded votaries imagine him, namely, 
worthy of the profound reverence which is paid 
him: and that would be a huge abomination ; 

or else he must know that he is not worthy of 
such reverence ; and then he must be an abom- 
inable hypocrite.” 

Registering of Spiritual Experiences.—To 
attempt to commit all our spiritual experiences 
to writing, would be like attempting to treasure 
up in vessels, and lock up in a storehouse, the 
common air we breathe; whereas, such» expe- 
riences are natural to the life of every Christian, 
who, in the fear of God, maintains a general 
good state of spiritual health.” 

Variableness of Theological Winds.—W hi- 
ther should we have arrived by now, had we per- 
mitted ourselves to be driven by, or carried 
away with, every wind of doctrine that has 
risen and made a stir upon spiritual subjects 
during the last thirty years, (from 1710 to 
1740); and yet what favourable winds did these 
all seem at their first rise! (May we not hence 
infer that every new spiritual mode of our own 
day should be eyed with suspicion ?”) 

Promotion of young persons to places of 
trust.—When a person is wanted for any ser- 
vice, his being young is no objection, provided 
he is not to take the lead. We see the appoint- 
ment of young tutors, &c., answers very well 
in colleges; for their seniors also reside and 
superintend. However, it is always best to pro- 
mote gradually from usefulness in inferior sta- 
tions to usefulness in superior ones. 
How to speed by Orphan Intercessions.—T he 

manual of prayers for the use of the orphan- 
house having been noticed, Bengel said, “I 
think that many who desire the intercessions of 
orphan children, ought to pray more diligently 
for themselves; as Peter directs Simon Magus 
to do.” (Acts viii. 22—24.) 

Government Officer.— Any official person 
who, on behalf of government, has to require 
something of his subordinates, and especially 
among the people at large, has need to resem- 
ble the nut, which is strong and firm on the out- 
side, but tender and mild within. 

Influence of Mind upon Bodily Health.— 
Moderated feelings of the mind have a kind of 
physical effect upon us, like that which the gen- 
tle stir of the air produces upon vegetation, &c. 
Many a time have I traced in myself no incon- 
siderable relief from bodily suffering, to the 
composure and serenity of my mind. 

Jewish Apothegms.—The Jews have a pret- 
ty but quaint saying: 1. Mine to me, and thine 
to thee, is true in strict righteousness. 2. Mine 
to me, and thine to me, is robbery and unrigh- 
teousness. 3. Mine to thee, and thine to me, 

is true love and fairness. 4. Mine tothee, and 
thine to thee, is too great liberality. 

Constitutional Self-Diffidence.-—I should 
have acquired much more mental decision and 
established firmness of faith by this time, were 
it not for a sort of constitutional diffidence, 
which often perplexes me; though I quite be- 
lieve it is overruled for my benefit ; as without 
it | might have been too much inclined to ri- 
gour and harshness. 

God’s essential love of Truth.—To be treat- 
ed ever so uncourteously does not affect me so 
much as to have my views incorrectly stated 
by others, who thus spread a false idea of my 
system. If then human estimate of truth can 
rise so high, how must it be with the Lord God 
of truth himself. Doubtless the many and great 
discrepancies which he beholds in our notions 
of divine things, must appear in His sight as no 
small abomination, however orderly and decent 
we may be in our conduct; yea, however dis- 
tant may be such notions from producing any 
permanent injury, or condemnation; that is, 

however much we may live in his faith and 
fear. For whatever is contrary to truth must, 
in itself, always be ignoble and base; because 
the only standard of true honour, glory, and 
beauty, is TRUTH. 

Christian Love’s Preferences.—A dignified 
clergyman, not very piously disposed, happen- 
ed to be, during a visitation of his deanery, at 

embraced him in the most friendly manner. 
Then turning to the dean, he repeated from the 
15th Psalm, ** but he maketh much of them that 
fear the Lord;” leaving Aim to think of the 
former part of the verse. 

Titus i. 15.—*“ Even the least of true be- 
lievers is a more desirable and wise judge of 
things in general, than any ungodly man can 
possibly be.” 

Publication of private Correspondence.— 
To catch at every “thing uttered by learned 
men, for instance, at every letter of their cor- 

respondence, which, at best, consist generally 
of common-place subjects, and of the same mere 
common sense as that of other men, is as if we 
would enclose common atmospheric airin sepa- 
rate vessels, and lay it up among medical 
stores, forsooth, because common air is neces- 
sary for health. Not to mention, that even 
great men’s thoughts, in their familiar inter- 
course with friends and acquaintance, are often 
pitiably dissipated, and too much diverted from 
the main matter. To be able to deliver good 
thoughts in a remarkably clear and impressive 
manner, is always to be regarded as a special 
vouchsafement of divine guidance: therefore 
anything which is thus expressed, certainly de- 
serves to be carefully remembered. But then 
this is the very reason why the present rage for 
publishing volumes of mere familiar private cor- 
respondence cannot be beneficial. 

e Comprehensiveness of an ive 
Particle.—I have to-day hit upon a single syl- 
lable, which may serve to express faith, hope, 
love, patience, composure, self-denial, &c. It 
is the word »as, “ even so,” or “ yea,” as found 
in Matt. xi. 26. God saith, “ Thou hast sin- 
ned.” | answer, “ yea.” He saith, “I have 
given thee mine own Son.” [| answer, “ yéa,” 
(‘even so.”) He saith, “I will save thee for 
ever.” I answer, “yea.” He adds, “Thou 
hast to suffer here.” I answer, “ yea.” But 
my answers must all be in the “spirit,” and 
not in the (mere) “ letter.” They must not be 
a lazy indifferent sort of “ yea.” The whole 
heart must, as it were, be FULL or “ yga.” 

Our Saviour’s Growth in Wisdom and Sta- 
ture.— Wisdom in our blessed Saviour was an 
innate habit, which he needed not first to learn 
from the word of prophecy ; otherwise he could 
not have replied to the marvelling Jews, as he 
did in John vii. 15, 16. As his outward man 
increased in strength, by natural means, so his 
human spirit increased in wisdom by immediate 
revelations from his Father. Speaking afler 
the manner of men, we may say, his heavenly 
Father gave him collegium privatissimum (pri- 
vate instruction to himself alone): this instruc- 
tion having proceeded upon no written book 
whatever. Our blessed Saviour did, indeed, ex- 
ercise himself in the written word of prophecy, 
in the same manner as other men; but this he 
did not for his own sake, for he needed it not. 

St. Augustine.—-Augustine’s severity as a 
writer against the heresies of his time may be 
traced to his own former entanglement in simi- 
lar dreadful errors. He had felt the mischief 
of them in his past experience. It is observa- 
ble that even in his “ Confessions” there are 
thoughts subtile enough to sound quite scho- 
lastic, if divested of their devotional form. I 
think it is his general way to make too much 
of such fine-spun thoughts. 

Luther.—Luther’s character was truly great. 
All his brother reformers together will not make 
a Luther. ‘They found it necessary to look to 
him, and he had skill to make use of them just 
where they were wanted. If any of them har- 
boured a different or opposite design to his, 
they could not disclose it till after his death. 
This event too was an important epocha; for 
uvihing since it took place has ever been really 

added to the reformation itself. 
Free Will.—Erasmus on Free Will, and Lu- 

ther on the Bondage of the Will, ought to be 
read together. The former skirmishes, like an 
agile logician, and reproaches the latter with 
obstinately uttering mere assertions. Luther 
will not advance a single step without making 
good his ground; nor is he inferior to Eras- 
mus, even in eloquence; besides which, his 

-reasonings are more convincing. Luther is cer- 
tainly the happiest of all expositors upon the 
book of Genesis. 
Franke.—We have lately had amongst us 

Professor Franke, a man of noble example; one 
who appears to live entirely to God, and to de- 
pend only upon him. The presence of this ex- 
cellent man has aided not a little in stirring us 
all up. Repentance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ, are every thing 
with him. He has remarkable talent at con- 
versation, with all sorts of persons, and gains 
their confidence by his great kindness and af- 
fectionate manners. Thus he is powerful in 
awakening every one to an affectionate regard 
for the divine word, to earnest prayer, and 
catechetical instruction ; setting all to teach, 
improve, and save one another. 

From the Presbyterian of the West. 

RELIGION IN DAILY BUSINESS. 

That a solemn sense of the majesty of God, 
the benignity of his nature, the benovolence and 
wisdom of his providence, and the riches of his 
grace, should thoroughly possess our souls, 
when sitting in the earthly courts of the Most 
High, hearing an exposition of the oracles of the 
living God; when engaged in the morning and 
evening exercises of the family altar; and when 
in the more secret communion of the closet; is 
readily admitted by all who make any preten- 
sions to religion. But that these feelings 
should be inwrought into the very texture of 
the soul, constitute part of our nature, and paint 
the image of heaven upon every action of life, 
is a theology which few practically believe. 
Yet this is the theology of the Bible—* Be thou 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long,” not 
merely during the devotions of the morning and 
evening, or when a friend converses with you 
upon the subject of religion, but constantly “ all 
the day long.” Thus religion must be a habit— 
not merely an ornament to throw on at particu- 
lar times, when circumstances seem to demand 
it—but the daily and hourly attire of life. Many 
professors of religion, as soon as sabbath is 

over, and the daily periodical worship of the 
family is performed, throw over them the cos- 
tume of the world, and so completely conceal 
the garments of righteousness, that they can 
mingle with the world in all the busy transac- 
tions of life, from day to day, and from sabbath 
to sabbath, and the world not know that they 
are citizens of another country. There is a 
despicable deception about this, unworthy the 
character of a citizen of heaven. Are they 
ashamed of their royal robes, and yet good 
citizens of the heavenly kingdem? This can- 
not be. No true subject will b® ashamed of the 
costume of the royal court. Here, then, is the 
test of your loyalty—will you wear the gar- 
ments of righteousness, to distinguish you as 
the children of God, and subjects of the Great 
King, constantly uncovered, in the shop, at the 
counter, on the farm, and in all the walks of 
life ? That you should do so was the design of 
Him who clothed you so richly ; and they are 
garments better adapted to all the lawful busi- 
ness of life, than the garments of worldly mor- 
ality. Thus, to incorporate religion into every 
action of life, will save us from wounding our 

Bengel’s house, when a Christian brother of 

On another occasion, (in November, 1740,) 
humble rank entered the room. Bengel rose 
from his chair to meet him at the door, and 

conscience, from dishonouring our profession ; 
it will calm us amid the perplexities of life, and 
greatly augment our religious enj t 
fellowship with God. 8! enjoyment and 
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Notice tro a CorresronpEnT.—We would 

inform a ministerial brother, that we have been 

unable, after search made, to find our copy of 
Thornwell on the doctrine.of election. 

InpEx.—The paper of to-day being the last 
for this yearp-we insert an Index on the fourth 
page. 

Dr. Miter anv THE 
article in our present number from the pen of 
Dr. Miller will be read with interest. By every 
candid reader it must be regarded as a most 

satisfactory refutation of the ungenerous insinu- 
ations of the Banner of the Cross. The editor 
of that journal will we think be convinced that 
he has been too precipitate in his claims and 
charges. 

Ministertrat Lasours.— The thoughts on 
this subject might have appeared invidious from 
a layman, but as they come from a city pastor, 
we have no right to withhold them. 

Committee on Psatmopy.—The Committee 
on Psalmody will meet in the Committee room 
of the Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phil- 
adelphia, on the 4th day of January, 1842, at 

10 o’clock, A. M. 

Boarp or Pustication.—The Board of 
Publication, Lave just issued three additional 
volumes ; Missionary Tales, a very interesting 

little work, suitable for Sabbath school libra- 

ries; Traditions of the Covenanters, containing 

thrilling incidents of the Scotch Covenanters, 
when pursued to the death by a relentless pre- 
lacy; and Sibb’s Christian’s Portion, a delight- 
ful little book, in which the Christian may see 
how rich is his inheritance. The Board has 
commenced the publication of a new series of 
Tracts, relating to the papal controversy; the 
two first in the series will be issued in a few 

days. 

Recorps oF THE PresByTERIAN CouRCH.— 
The volume containing the early records of the 
Presbyterian Church, is one of great value, and 
it will be constantly increasing in value, as the 
present edition is selling off. ‘There is no pro- 
bability that a second edition will be printed, 
and this should exgjte a desire to procure a copy 
of the present one. Every Session in the 
Presbyterian Church should possess a copy, and 
a contribution, too ‘trifling to be regarded, from 
each member of a Session, might accomplish 
this object. For our own part, we are surpris- 

ed that any clergyman in our connexion, should 
be so indifferent to this book, as to make no ex- 

ertion to obtain it. They may regret this ne- 
glect when it will be too late to remedy it. 

Crose or THE YEAR.—How quickly does a 
single year glide away, and yet it takes but se- 
venty to transmit us from infancy to old age! 
This however is a matter of but little importance 
were it not for another consideration, that the 

lapse of each year brings us 00 much nearc: 

our unalterable state in eternity. Whether our 

days are spent in pain or pleasure, they, in their 

passage, are alike instrumental in introducing 

us to a nearer acquaintance with death and 

judgment. We press onward; there is no 

pause—no delay; we approach the end; the 

end of what? of our present life, our present as- 

sociations, our present pleasures and pains. 

How solemn is thethought! The time cannot’ 

be far off when each one of us must die and 

be forgotten, and the friends which peradven- 

ture may mourn our exit, will also soon in 

their turn die and be forgotton; and so gene- 

ration after generation will pass away— 

the earth receiving its dead, the undying 

spirits returning to God to hear their final 

doom. Life is justly styled a passing show ; but 

it has a higher designation, it is the period 

graciously allotted to us for the cultivation of 

piety, the fulfilment of high religious duties, 

and preparation for a future state of being. 

Reader, has this been borne in mind durin 

year which is about to close! 
months and weeks been put toa profi 
each in its flight bearing to heaven the welcome 
news that your soul is in the course of success- 

ful training for the seats of celestial bliss? 

Have you the consciousness that you are one 
year nearer heaven? or is it, alas! is it true of 

you, that you have added to your guilt the abuse 

- of another year, the misimprovement of its pri- 

vileges, and that the distance between heaven 

and your souls has been increased! We know 

not. God knows, Your own conscience will 

answer. 

Devorronat Hazrrs.— The Scriptures re- 

present such habits by such expressions as 

these, “set your affections not on things on the 

earth, but on things in heaven,” “ pray with- 

out ceasing,” “ bless the Lord, O my soul, and 

all that is within me bless his holy name.”— 

Thus the heart and mind, including affection 

and thought, must have a heavenly direction, 

and cheerfully engage in prayer and praise. 

Habit implies continuance in an act, for no one 

act, nor even an occasional repetition of it in- 

dicates a habit of mind and heart leading to it. 

A devotional habit, therefore, may be regarded 

as a frame of heart and mind peculiarly fitted 

for acts of divine worship. He that possesses 

it, delights in communion with God, is con- 

stantly seeking after it, and expressing his lofty 

gratitude to God for imparting it. The truly 

devotional man is one who always has an aim. 

It is not merely to appease conscience, which 

may often be done by mere formal prayer ; it is 

not by the observance of a round of duties, to 

conform to the demands of custom or satisfy 

his own self-complacency; but it is to obtain 
neaner access to God, to behold his glory more 

closely, and to taste his grace more fully. 
Should such an one bend his knee fifty times in 
a day, it would be regarded as useless and un- 
profitable, unless he had thus gained an audi- 

ence with the Lord of lords. Nothing indicates 

greater stupidity of conscience than to be satis- 

) fied with the outward and heartless perform- 
ance of religious worship. Why should it be 
satisfactory? Is such worship acceptable to 
God? Is it not an abomination when the heart 
is not found in it? Is it at all profitable to the 
soul itself? Does it tend to fortify it against 
sin? Does it brighten its hope for heaven? No. 
The utmost it can do is to sink conscience into 
a deeper lethargy, and to satisfy the soul in its 
indifference to vital religion. ‘There are thou- 
sands who thus pray, tha‘ never obtain one 
glimpse of heaven, and who really do not seek 
for it, or feel it to be a privation when their 

prayers ure thus unsuccessful. Such are not 

devotional; the multiplication of such prayers 
cannot make them so; and ‘f they were not la- 
bouring under a fatal delusion, they could not 
persist in them. The devotional man on the 

contrary, never offers a prayer but with the de- 
sire and intention of beirg heard; he would 
penetrate heaven, come even to God’s seat, and 

urge his suit with holy importunity; if he ap- 
prehends he is not heard, he grieves and 
mourns, and every thing else become tasteless: 

he strives and strives again, and when he be- 
gins to see Christ revealed as his all satisfying 
portion, he exults, his mouth is filled with 

praises, and every thiag, even his afflictions, 

look bright in the light of God’s countenance. 
We have said that a devotional man always 
has an aim; it is to find God propitious, and to 
obtain from him the heart’s full desire. He is 
not satisfied with the present gratification deri- 
ved from his spiritual worship, but he is always 

endeavouring to make his approaches to God 
redound to the stability and perfection of his 
Christian character. He must see the effect in 
his increased dislike of sin, his increased power 
in resisting and overcoming it, and therefore in 
his increased holiness ; he must see that Christ 

is becoming increasingly dear to him ; he must 
be more and more persuaded in his own mind, 
that his hope is well founded, that his. love to 
God is pure, and that his faith is more confi- 

dent; he must see also that heaven is becoming 
increasingly more desirable, and that death is 
contemplated with more welcome; we say that 
a truly devotional man would suspect the gen- 
uineness of all his worship, public, social, and 
secret, if it did not bring with it these effects. 

The habit to which we refer, is not, it should 

be understood, easily acquired, or always exer- 
cised with the same satisfaction. Sin opposes 
mountains to our approach to God, and we gain 
access to the most holy place only by a bold 

encounter with Satan, and an unwavering de- 
termination that nothing shall induce us to fore- 
go the privilege of seeking and calling upon the 
Lord, It is encouraging that the oftener we 
get near the throne of grace, the easier are 
succeeding attempts, and the more frequently 
we overcome Satan, the more readily he is 
subdued. Happy is the man who shall thus 
obtain at all times, familiar access to God; who 

shall pray without ceasing; whose heart shall 

be continually in heaven! How greatly will 
his comforts be increased here; how calmly 

will he contemplate the approach of death ; how 
sweetly glide into heaven. 

SABBATH-BREAKING BY RaiLways. — The 
London and Birmingham Railway Company 
which countenance the habitual breach of the 
holy Sabbath, have by way of cumprumise with 

the religious public, established a school and 
built a chapel at one of their stations for the use 
of those in their employ. The London Record 
in alluding to this utters the following indignant 
expostulation, the republication of which may 
not be amiss on this side of the Atlantic, 

“ Now we wish to say to the Directors and 
members of the Birmingham Railway, and es- 
pecially to Mr. George Glyn, their Chai:man 

n whom an awful weight of responsibility 
t such attempts to soften down their 

open andistated rebellion against God, by con- 
tinuing their six days work on his holy day, 
can be esteemed no other than an insult offered 
to the Almighty. And we declare on the au- 
thority of the word of God, which cannot fail 
A heaven and earth shall pass away, but 

s words shall not pass away,’’) that however 
they may be deceived by a love of filthy lucre, 
and however cheered forward by a world which 
serves God only when it suits its purpose, that 
they must every one gf them give an account to 
God for this wilful, indefensible, and most fla- 
grant breach of one of his most holy and mer- 
ciful commandments—for all the evil conse- 
quences, temporal and eternal, by which their 
wicked example is accompanied, and for the 
ruin they are bringing on the principles and pros- 
pects of their workmen and dependents. 

“Throughout all generations it has been one 
of the most striking features of the conduct of 
evil and worldly men to serve God up to the 
point that was consistent with their convenience 
and interest, and at this point to break off and 
serve themselves. From the murderous Herod 
who heard John the Baptist ‘ gladly,’ and at his 
instigation ‘did many things,’ (in the style of 
these performances of the Railway Company,) 
till he fancied it best suited his convenie:ce to 
murder him—from this murderer, we say, up- 
wards unto the antediluvian world, and down- 
ward to the present day, this has been one of 
the most striking and mournful characteristics 
of men, who were too timid to cast off God al- 
together, and yet too much enchained by their 
lusts, of one kind or other, simply to obey God’s 
plain commandments. 

“* And yet it might have been thought, a pri- 
ori, that whatever commandment was doomed 
to be trampled under foot by foolish men, this 
fourth commandment, standing in one marked, 
peculiar manuer, at the head of all the comand- 

ments, and involving in its breach the abandon 
ment equally of the first and second tables of 
the sacred Decalogue, might have induced at 
least outward respect and obedience. We al- 
lude, of course, to the fact, that, far from this 

commandment having any Jewish origin, as 
some ignorant persons imagine, and who ac- 
cordingly call a scriptural regard of the Lord’s 
day a Jewetical observance of it, that it is the 
first and only commandment annunciated with- 
in the first forty verses of the sacred record, 
and was imposed, in mercy, even upon our first 
parents in their state of uprightness and inno- 
cence. All God’s commandments are com- 
mandments of mercy. Why is it that we are 
not a world of happy creatures? Simply be- 
cause we do not obey them. But this command 
of resting one day in seven from our usual work, 
is a commandment of such especial mercy, and 

_js so indispensable for our good, not only religi- 
ously, but also morally and physically, and this 
even before the fall, that we have tt rcorded that 

it was annunciated at the period of the creation, 
which is not the case in respect of any other of 
the commandments whatever ! 

“ And what are these railway Directors do- 
ing? They are apparently without shame, 
without excuse, without necessity, merely for 
filthy lucre’s sake, trampling this blessed com- 
mand of the Almighty, so given, statedly under 

their feet ; obliging hundreds, nay, thousands, 
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of their engineers, rds, drivers, porters, pur- 
veyors, statedly to b the Sabbath ; opening 
up far wider vents than which the irre- 
ligion and profligacy of the cities are poured 
over the rural districts of the country,and arenow 
intruth (with the owners of the pleasure steam 
vessels,) the chief panderers to the drunkenness, 
the seductions, and all descriptions of immorali- 
ty, which through their instrumentality, keep 
higher holiday on God’s sacred day than du- 
ring allthe week besides. And these men to 
talk of their chaplains, and religious schools, 
and places for Divine worship, and to have their 
conduct commended and held up for the imita- 
tion ofthe country! It is a smoke in the nose. 
It isa mean hypocrisy that deserves stripes. It 
is a thief boasting of his almsgiving. It is He- 
rod doing ‘ many things’ at the bidding of 
John the Baptist, whom he had immured in a 
dungeon. 

*“‘ We beseech the men of principle still con- 
nected with these railways to be bestirring them- 
selves. Of course, they can only remain mem- 
bers of them in the expectation of doing away 
with thewickedness. But surely theirexpectation 
must be ever \operative. It must be practical 
and effective. “Men are not only sinning at the 
instigation of the railway, who otherwise would 
not so sin, but they are being called away to the 
bar of God toanswer for this sin committed under 
the command of the companies, and for which 
their chairman and Directors and entire mem- 
bers will be called ere long to answer too. 

“« Laugh at this, ye men of the world, if you 
choose, or if you dare! But itis rrurH. We 
challenge any or all of you, to prove in these co- 
lumns, that itis not rruru. And if it be TRUTH ; 
and if the commandments of God are not a 
jest, and ifeternity be nota fable, and if God’s 
existence is not a lie, and if he has annun- 
ciatedthat ‘ he is not mocked,’ wil\ you calmly 
consider and answer us, what is your position 
with reference to this thing ?” 

A New Parer.— The Protestant Banner, is 

the title of a new paper issued in Philadelphia, 
in quarto form, edited by the Rev. J. F. Berg, 
who is already known as a2 forcible writer 
against the papacy. 

Deatu.—In Philadelphia, suddenly, on the 
12th of December, the Rev. William Bryant, of 

the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
In Harrison, Maine, on the 3d of December, 

the Rev. Joseph Searle, of the Congregational 
Church. 

Srncutar Sentmment.—As if the Bible in 
itself were destitute of a devotional spirit, the 
Witness, a high toned Episcopal paper, of Bos- 
ton, says, “The praver book is the Bible in a 

devotional form.” 

Lone Szermons.—That eminently pious man 
and truly eloquent preacher, Toplady, in one of 
the entries in his diary, says: ‘“ My liberty, 
both of spirit and utterance, was very great in 
the afternoon. Looking on my watch, | was 
surprised to find that I had detained my dear 
people three-quarters of an hour!” What would 
he have thought of some modern preachers who 
could detain their people more than‘a full hour, 
without the countervailing circumstance of * li- 

berty of gairit and utterance.” 

4 Tenpency.—Mr, Vanbrugh Liv- 
ingston the famous advocate of Oxford The- 
ology and the opponent of Bishop Mcllvaine, 
whose defence of Oxford heresy we briefly 
noticed some months since, after ascending 
the Episcopal ladder as high as he could in the 

Protestant Episcopal Church has thrown himself 
into the arms of the Papacy, where he may 
take his highest degrees. This is the climax— 
first Episcopaey in its low forms, then that by 
divine and exclusive right—then Popery. 

Porery 1n THE FieLp.—The New York Tri- 
bune says :—* We learn that a new daily pa- 
per will shortly be established in this city under 
the patronage of the Roman Catholics, and ed- 
ited by one who has been prominet.t in the sup- 

port of their school claim.” 
=—_ 

A Nice Distincrion.—Popish writers rebut 
the charge of persecution alleged against their 

Church, by saying, that although the holy 
Church may recommend and urge the extermi- 
nation of heretics by fire and sword, yet it is 
the secular pewer alone which executes the 
sentence! ‘Thus the priestly power enjoins it 
upon the secular to commit these murders, which 

the latter disregards at its peril, and yet the in- 
stigator of the foul deed pretends to wash his 

hands in innocency! Monstrous as it may ap- 

pear, this distinction is actually insisted upon 

by Roman Catholic writers. ‘To test its effica- 

cy let us revert to a parallel case. The Jew- 

ish priesthood had no power to put Christ to 

death, but recommended his crucifixion to the 

Roman governor, and depended on his acquies- 

ence for the gratification of their malice. When 

therefore Pilate, overcome by their importunity, 
and contrary to his own conviction of duty, 
gave the order for the crucifixion of Christ, was 
he the only persecutor? did not the principal 
guilt rest on the wicked priesthood, who had, in 
a sense, forced him to the bloody deed? When 

the Jewish priests are pronounced innocent of 
the death of Jesus, then will their imitators in 

the Romish Church be pronounced guiltless of 
shedding the blood of the saints of the Most 

High God—but not till then. 

Tue Wrecx.—A noble vessel lay stranded 
on the beach, the sea sweeping over her decks, 
and her helpless crew and passengers clinging 
to the rigging, and directing their imploring 
eyes tothe shore for help. The storm raged, 
and ever and anon, a strong wave beating upon 
the shattered wreck, loosed the grasp of some 
unfortunate mortal, whose strength at length 
had failed, and sunk him beneath, the waters to 

rise no more. A crowd appeared on the shore, 

and while many gazed with idle curiosity on the 

harrowing scene, a few seemed busy in prepa- 

ration to afford relief to the suffering. They 

had, however, but a single small boat, and not 

enough, of sufficient courage and humanity, to 

man it. Sad was the scene! how hopeless the 

prospect of the shipwrecked? Can our sym- 

pathies be touched by such a picture? Then 

let us contemplate a still sadder representation. 

The world is a wreck, Millions are clinging to 

a frail support, and are momentarily sinking 

into the abyss of woe. They implore help from 

those who have been saved from the ruin. But 

alas! how few of those who profess to have 

been rescued by divine grace, are actively en- 

gaged in efforts to save the perishing. The 

missionary enterprise is as yet but like a small 
life-boat, poorly manned, able only to pick up 
one here and there, of the drowning thousands, 
as they struggle in the agitated ocean. When 
will the listlessness of Christians be overcome ? 
When will they be induced to make adequate 
exertions to save the millions who are perishing 
without hope? 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Treatises upon the Life, Walk, and Triumph 
of Faith. By the Rev. W. Romaine. A. M. 
ew York, 1842: Robert Carter. 12mo. 

pp- 392. 
The treatises of Romaine, comprised in this 

volume, have been justly esteemed among the 
pious for their evangelical sentiments. The au- 
thor was an eminent preacher of his day, and 
maintained the doctrines here taught, when they 
found but little favour even with the so called 

religious world. Faith is a cardinal grace; in 

it a Christian lives, by it he walks, and through 
it he triumphs; and hence to receive instruc- 
tions from one who was thoroughly imbued with 
it, should be regarded as a great privilege. It 
was said of Romaine, that faith was his favour- 

ite doctrine in the pulpit, and particularly to- 
wards the close of \ife, as he approached that 

country where his faith was to be swallowed 

up in vision, 
Live while you Live. By the Rev. Thomas 

Griffith, A. M., minister of Ram's Episcopal 
Chapel, Homerton. New York, 1842: Ko- 
bert Carter. 18mo. pp. 168. 
A pleasant and instructive little volume, in 

which the author considers life as a pilgrimage, 

a race, a conflict, a blessing, and as a seed time 

for eternity. The sentiments are just, and the 
style generally masculine, although sometimes 

overstrained, 

Hymns for the Vestry and Fireside. Boston, 
1842: Gould, Kendall, und Lincoln. 18mo. 
pp. 200. 
We recognise in this collection, many favour- 

ite hymns, and we should suppose that the 
whole collection was judiciously made. It is 
prettily printed, and the hymns well arranged. 

Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation. 2 book 
for the Times. By an American Citizen. 
New York, 1841: Published for the Author. 

12mo. pp. 240. | 
This book is anonymous, and is written by 

one who, being sceptical in his views, felt the 
insufficiency of the common evidences of Chris- 
tianity to produce conviction in his mind. This 
led him to investigate the claims of religion by 
a thofough examination of its written records, 
The result was an entire conviction in his own 

mind of the divine origin of Christianity, and 
the presentation to the public of the course of 
reflection and reasoning pursued by him in ar- 
riving at this conclusion. ‘The title of the book 
is the Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation, a 
somewhat ominous title by the way, but by it 

the author means no more than that the 
Christian religion is justified by the highest 

reason. Commencing with the history of God’s 
early dealings with the Israelites, the author 
seems to inspect every fact with jealousy, and 
to reqdire a reason for every thing, and yet it 
is done reverently as by one who is in earnest 

in his search after truth. The same enlight- 
ened mode of investigation is applied to the 
great doctrines of the Gospel, and the result is 
a clear perception of their truth, their conso- 

adaptation to the circumstances of fallen man. 
We do not pretend in our brief notice, to give 
any thing like an adequate view of the au- 

thor’s plan; so many topics are introduced; 
they are so interlaced, that we could not give a 

fair syllabus in much fewer words than the 

book itself contains, We regard the whole 
performance as the effort of an enlightened 
and logical mind; it has freshness; its style 

is classical; it is not in the common place 
routine of most modern books; if it does not 

present new ideas, it exhibits them under a new 

aspect; it is, in a word, a book which may be 

read with much profit by those who find tiicem- 

selves troubled with doubts about the truth of 
divine revelation. We have ourselves read it 
with more than ordinary interest, and we pro- 

pose to give it a seccnd perusal, which we are 
sure it will well bear, 

nance with right reason, and their mb 

ECCLESIASTICAL CHART. 

The following letter, which we take the lib- 
erty of publishing without being certain that it 

was designed to appear in the Presbyterian, was 

unfortunately mislaid for atime, The plan it 

proposes has our cordial approbation, and could 
one individual of similar spirit with the writer 

be found in each Presbytery, there is no doubt 

it would soon be accomplished. 
New Pusivapevrnia, (Ohio,) November 11th, 1841. 

Rev. Dr. Engles—I observe in the “ Presby- 
terian,” of the 6th instant, a short article on the 
subject of an “ Ecclesiastical Chart,” which, 
together with editorial approbation of the pro- 
ject, gives me some encouragement to hope 
that such a chart will be prepared. Some two 
years ago, my mind was led to the subject, and 
having occasion to address a letter to the Sec- 
retary of the Board of Domestic Missions on 
the subject of an itinerant missionary for the 
vacant churches in the Presbytery of Wooster, 
I prepared a rude sketch of sucha chart of 
that Presbytery, and forwarded a copy, in said 
letter. 

I contemplated the subject in a variety of fa- 
vourable bearings, but my individual means 
were too limited to undertake such a chart for 
the whole Church. At a meeting of the Pres- 
bytery of Wooster, on the 6th ultimo, I| pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was 
adopted, viz: Resolved, That it is desirable to 
have a Geographical and Statistical Chart of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America, and that the attention of the Sy- 
nod of Ohio, be requested to this subject; so 
that the Stated Clerks of Presbyteries be re- 
quested to forward to the Stated Clerk of Sy- 
nod, such a chart of their respective Presbyte- 
ries, in order that the Stated Clerk of Synod, 
may have such a Chart of the Synod of Ohio 
prepared, to be submitted to the next General 
Assembly. 

_ This resolution came before the Synod of 
Ohio, at their meeting on the 22d ult., through 
the committee of bills and overtures, and was 
referred to Messrs. Hoge, Hair, Miller, Cowan, 
and Conkling, to report thereon. This com- 
mittee made the following report, viz :—* Con- 
sidering the expense and labour requisite in 
preparing for use such a Chart, and likewise 
the frequency of changes in ecclésigstical ar- 
rangements, the committee report, that in their 
Opinion, it is inexpedient to adopt the proposi- 
tion”—which report was adopted by Synod. 

Thus a veto was put upon a project, from 

agitated through the press; and by the time 
the General Assembly meets, the minds of the 
brethren may be so fur directed to the matter, 
that a resolution may be sustained in the As- 
sembly, directing or recommending the Stated 
Clerks of Presbyteries, and Synods, to prepare 
such Charts of their respective judicatories, to 
be “* brought to some central point” from which 
an Ecclesiastical Chart, of the whole Church, 
may be compiled and published. *The Church 
need incur no expense—the materials may be 
prepared by the officers of the judicatories 
gratuitously, or in consideration of a pub- 
lished copy of the Chart, and I presume 
if the Board of Publication should not see 
fit to undertake the work, individuals can easily 
be found to do it and secure a handsome remu- 
neration. ‘The chart will be in demand. Be- 
sides the considerations suggested in the com- 
munication of O.in your paper; | regard it 
greatly useful to ministers without charge and 
desirous of finding a field of labor; and if it 
should be published annually with the Minutes of 
the Assembly, it would present in connexion 
with the statistical table, &c. an interesting 
guide to ministers, and serve to direct the at- 
tention of emigrants to the new scttlements, to 
such places as would secure them the enjoyment 
of church privileges, or bring to their view a field 
for the active exercise of their piety and talents, 
further, it would present to the eye of the bene- 
volent, the wastes of our Zion in a form, which 
would give life to their feelings and action. As 
to the * ecclesiastical changes” I think no great 
inconvenience will arise from that source, not 

more than exists in all maps of the United 
States. My plan would be to preserve the geo- 
graphical lines of the civil divisions of States 
and counties, with rivers, lakes, mountains, 
&c. &c. and on this deseribe the geographical 
lines of Synods and Presbyteries, and locate the 
churches in their relative position with the 
names, and perhaps distances from each other. 
Our Synod have undertaken to compile a histo- 
ry of the churches. This chart would be a 
very Appropriate appendage to such historical 
records. With due respect, lam dear sir, yours 
in Gospel bonds, James B. Morrow. 

* As Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Wooster, and of the 
Synod of Ohio, | would very cheerfully prepare my pro- 
portion of the materials, &c. 

SCRAPS FOR THE UNREADY. . 
Those who never keep an engagement, and 

seem to regard punctuality as a sin, may pos- 

sibly find something to suit their case in the fol- 
lowing scraps, 

Puneruatiry.—Punetuality gives weight to 
characfer. ‘* Such a man has made an appoint- 

then I know he will keep it;” and this 
unctuality in you ; for, like other vir- 

es itself. Servants and children 
must be punctuaf when they know that the 
head of the family is80._ Appointments, indeed, 
become debts. “I gwe you punctuality, if J 
have made an\appo/ntment with you. I have 
no right\to throw-awWay your time, if I do my 
own.” 

Tue Minute Srupent.—The Rev. S. Brew- 
er, was distinguished for punctuality. Whena 
youth in college, he was never known to be a 
minute behind time in attending the lectures of 
the tutors, or the family prayers, at which the 
young men who boarded in private families were 
expected to assemble. One morning, the stu- 
dents were collected; the clock struck seven, 
and all rose up for prayer; but the tutor observ- 
ing that Mr. Brewer was not present, paused 
awhile. Seeing him enter the room, he thus 
addressed him: “* Sir, the clock has struck, and 
we were ready to begin, but as you were ab- 
sent, we supposed the clock was too fast, and 
therefore waited.” The clock was actually 
too fast by some minutes. 

Grorce III. anp Netson.—King George the 
Third is said never to have been a minute be- 
hind any of his appointments. Another of our 
kings, by hie dilatory habite, fixod on hio name 

the disgraceful stigma, “ Ethelred the Unready.” 
The celebrated Lord Nelson said, he owed 

all his success in life to being, for every appoint- 
ment, a quarter of an hour beforehand. 

PromprirupE.—Want of punctuality has a 
great and grievous influence on religious mat- 
lers. By indulging a few minutes too late in 
bed, secret devotion is hurried, and family pray- 
er is interrupted, or perhaps some member of the 
family is obliged to leave before it can be attend- 
ed to; the first supplications of the sanctuary 
are lost; the congregation and minister are 
disturbed; often the mind is agitated and kept 
in an uncomfortable and unprofitable frame dur- 
ing the whole service. 

For the Presbyterian. 
THE LABOURS OF THE MINISTRY. 

Mr. Editor—l\ have been sorry to find in our 
religious papers, from time to time, so much 
said in reference to the excessive amount of 
services required of our clergymen. I have 
been afraid it might lead some of us to over-esti- 
mate our labours, and to create an impression 
contrary to that which should be associated with 
every thought of him who is ordained to the 
ministry, that he is to be a hard-working and 
constantly working servant of Christ and his 
Church. It seems to me to bealso a subject of 
regret, because it implies that the clergy have 
no means of avoiding occupations which do reall y 
interfere with their health, or with a proper dis- 
charge of their whole duty. That pastor must 
be in a remarkable situation who is compelled 
to do more than he ought to do, and on whose 
behalf compassionate appeals must be made to 
the Church through the papers. 

But what are the duties of a pastor, in town 
or country, when compared with those of other 
professions! The physician in full practice 
scarcely knows the comfortsofhome. His days 
are passed in the rooms of infection, unwhole- 
someness, pain, and dying. THis meals, and 

above all, his sleep, are continually interrupted 
by the calls of his patients. In the course of 
the year he scarcely dares to steal a week of 
retirement in the country. The lawyer in full 
practice is kept in his office by a succession of 
visiters. Whether preparing his arguments and 
speeches, or in the very depths of studying a 
case, he lays down his book and pen, to give his 
attention to a matter wholly different from that 
in which he has been absorbed, and perhaps de- 
manding equal research. He must be ready 
for the summons of the court-room, and spend 
day after day with business in several courts at 
once. He often speaks at the top of his voice 
for three or four hours consecutively, and this 
for every day of the week, and returns from his 
speech to his office to give audience to other 
clients and attend to other business. Besides 
this, both the lawyer and doctor have public en- 
gagements independent of their respective pro- 
fessions. ‘They are officers or managers of so- 
cieties, members of boards, speakers at public 
meetings, and the members of the bar especially 
are often called upon to appear for their fellow- 
citizens in the legislative and any other public 
assembly which requires representation. 

Now, whilst | do not mean to say that the 
other professions are more laborious than the 
clerical, | should be sorry that we should claim, 
or have claimed for us, an exemption from such 
an amount of manly and industrious toil as the 
fullest occupation of our posts may require. The 
times are not such as justify the pastors in re- 
mitting their efforts to do good as they have 
opportunity, but rather call upon us to abandon 
all pursuits that interfere with the direct and 
constant prosecution of our ministerial duties. 
The general public engagements of a pastor 
are a sermon and lecture on the Sabbath; a 
familiar lecture in the middle of the week ; and 
a prayer meeting. In all these services he has 
the occasional relief of a passing brother, or of 

Another way is now open for obtaining ec- 
which I had anticipated some beneficial results. 

Let it clesiastical action upon the subject. 
exchange with a neighbour. His other paro- 
chial duties are visiting his people, and occa- 

sionally looking in upon his Sunday School, 
with sometimes a Bible-class. A funeral re- 
quires his attendance now and then. The 
marriages need not be mentioned, for | have 
never seen them entered on the list of pastoral 
burdens, as, to my regret, funerals sometimes are. 
The incidental calls of boards, societies, public 
meetings, &c., are among the voluntary engage- 
ments of a minister, and may be more properly 
classed with his amusements and pleasures than 
tasks. 

He who could meet all these opportunities of 
doing good faithfully, and with due preparation, 
has as muchas he ought to undertake ; and yet 
he may do all, and have us much leisure as he 
should desire to play with his children, and 
write a paragraph for the paper; and this too 
without falling into the notion that the labours 
of the Sabbath justify the spending of Monday 
as a recess. Let any minister who doubts this, 
try for a month a division of his time some- 
thing like this: Let him rise early enough at 
this season (and proportionally earlier in sum- 
mer,) to have an hour for private and family 
devotion, and to have his breakfast over by 
eight o’clock. Let him give the next four or 
five hours to his studies and sermons, leaving 
half an hour for a walk, or digging in his gar- 
den, before dinner. An half hour after that 
meal may suffice for the reading of periodicals, 
and other miscellaneous employments, leaving 
the rest of the afternoon for visits, and other 
out-ol-door occupations, and the evening for his 
study again. Of course this arrangement would 
be varied by circumstances, some in favour of, 
and someagainst the system, and the two about 
balancing each other; but, as a whole, I feel 
confident it would meet the requisitions of most 
ministers, and not give them occasion to com- 
plain of being overworked. 

I intended to allude to the.old standard of 
ministerial labour, and to some excellent in- 

stances of laborious ministers who had ill 
health to contend with; but my space is ex- 
hausted, and | can simply say that such men 
preached, visited, and wrote in times when the 
minister gave his whole time to his flock, and 
when a fifteen minutes’ prayer, and forty mi- 
nutes’ sermon, twice a day, would have been 
considered as trifling with the purposes, of the 
Sabbath. A Ciry Pasror. 

— 

CALVIN AND EPISCOPACY. 
To the Editor of the Presbyterian. 

Rev. and Dear Sir—In my letter of the 13th 
instant, | endeavoured to show that the editorial 
charges, in the * Banner of the Cross,” of my not 
understanding or appreciating the opinions of 
Calvin, in regard to Prelacy were entirely un- 
founded. [ ‘made it apparent if I mistake not, that 
the representations given of the sentiments of that 
Great Reformer, by the author of those charges, 
were based on an entire mistakeof his meaning; 
and that when the passages referred to were ex- 
amined in their connection, it became plain that 
a meaning directly the reverse of that which 
this gentleman supposed, was that which they 
really expressed. 

I might have added, that the testimony of 
Calvin’s friendliness to Prelacy adduced by 
Bishop Ives, was almost all of the very same 
kind; founded on a total misapprehension of the 
venerable Reformer’s meaning ; and directly op- 
posed by repeated and most unequivocal de- 
clarations of his convictions in favour of the di- 
vine appointment of the Presbyterian form of 
church Government. 

In these editorial remarks, however, there 
are some other things which appear to me to de- 
mand notice, and to which I would for a mo- 
ment, call the attention of your readers. 

The first is, that | hold “the principles of 
Churchmen in such abhorrence, that several 
years ago, | avowed my intention to hold them 
up to public odium whenever I had occasion to 
speak of them.” 

The passage to which this writer refers, and 
which I really penned, is found in the following 
connection. Let him read it; and if_he be not 
beyond the reach of such a feeling, I hope he 
will not read it without a blush. 

‘Let none say, that the design of these re- 
marks is to cast udium on a large, and certainly 
very respectable denomination of Christians. 
[ again declare that nothing is further from my 
mind. Against Episcopalians, as a body, I 
have not the least disposition to say a word. 
With respect to them as well as various other 
denominations around me, whom I can respect 

and love, while | differ from them, I would 
say, may God bless and prosper them all in 
their honest endeavours to bring men to the sa- 
ving knowledge, love, and obedience of the 
truth! But Episcopacy as a form of ecclesias- 
tical government, and the decided preference and 
use of it, as marking a sect of Christians, may 
be distinguished and must be distinguished 
from the doctrine and spirit of high-churchmen. 
They were distinguished by Cranmer, Grindal, 
Abbot, Hall, and Usher, of former days in the 
church of England; and by Tillotson, Wake, 
Secker, Newton, Scott, and others, in later 
times. All these were Episcopalians, and most 
of them eminent prelates; none of them, how- 
ever, were high-churchmen; but renounced and 
abhorred their doctrine, and the claim resulting 
from it, as we do. And one of the most learn- 
ed of them all, Archbishop Wake, expressly 
stigmatises the advocates of this doctrine as 
‘madmen.’ With such Episcopalians every 
contemporary Presbyterian lives in peace ; and 
with such men we may and do live in peace 
now. ‘There are points of difference between 
us ; but nothing to interfere with Christian love, 
and good neighbourhood. But the doctrine 
which is sometimes found among Episcopalians; 
the doctrine which attained very little currency 
or popularity in the Church of England, until 
the time of Archbishop Laud, of inglorious 
memory ; which from that time to this, we have 
reason to be thankful, has been the doctrine of 
only a minority of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ; and which it is really an imposition on 
public credulity to identify with that church, as 
a Christian denomination: this doctrine, which 
but faintly disguises its Popish character is 
odious, and ought to be so considered ; and | 
do not deny that it is my intention to hold it up 
to public odium whenever | have occasion to 
speak of it. Itis a system of belief and of ac- 
tion which not only declares war against all 
other denominations, but its very element is 
war, and so far as the wishes and feelings of 
those who wage it go, nothing less than a war 
of extermination. Is it inconsistent with Chris- 
tian candour or charity to represent such a 
system as worthy of being held up to public 
odium ?”— Letters on the Christian Ministry, 
Preliminary Letter, p. 50. 

Here is a part of a sentence detached from 
the long paragraph with which it is connected, 
adapted, and, no doubt, intended to make the 
impression, that the writer avowed the purpose 
of holding up the principles of Episcopalians, 
as such to public odium whenever he had occa- 
sion to speak of them ; when the very contrary 
is expressly and solemnly declared! J had 
previously defined what I meant by ‘ high- 
church-men,” viz. those who maintained that 
Presbyterians were no part of the Christian 
Church: had no promises made to them, and 
were to be given over, like the heathen, to the 
‘¢ uncovenanted mercies” of God. The princi- 
ples of these, and these only, | declared with 
the most scrupulous discrimination, it was my 
purpose to hold up to public odium. 

There is no escape here from the charge of 
misrepresentation, but by maintaining that all 
Episcopalians hold this offensive doctrine, and 
that it essentially belongs to their creed, as such. 
There is no possibility however, of such escape 
for the author of this statement. He knows, as 
well as he knows his own existence, that this is 
not the fact. And even if the whole denomina- 
tion to which this writer belongs should be shown 
to be thoroughly high-church in their views at 
this time; yet every one knows that, between 

eleven and twelve years ago, when the paragraph 
in question was published, a large number of 

Episcopalians, in this country, as well as in 
Europe, formally disavowed, and even denoun- 
—y* offensive doctrine alluded to. It would 
seem, indeed, that some who, ten years ago, were 
on this low church ground, have since given in 
their adhesion to the opposite theory, and are 
now reckoned among its ardent advocates. 

Thus explained, where was the harm of my 
resolution to hold up to public odium, whenever 
| had occasion to speak of it, the offensive doc- 
trine described? Believing, as | sincerely and 
confidently do, that Presbyterian parity in the 
Gospel ministry, is plainty taught in the New 
Testament, and ought to be every where adopt- 
ed, how ought | to regard the teaching of those 
who, in the face of Scripture, deny that Presby- 
terians make any part of the family of Christ, 
and insist that they must, with the heathen, be 
turned over to “ uncovenanted mercy !” Ought 
[ to approve of such doctrine? Ought I not to 
abhor it, and embrace every fit opportunity to 
express my abhorrence? How does this gentle- 
man regard the Popish doctrine, which ro- 
claims that he, and the whole Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, isto be given over to Satan, because 
they do not acknowledge the Pope as their spir- 
itual sovereign? Does he approve it? Does 
he not think it his duty, whenever he has occa- 
sion to speak of this denunciation, to express 
his abhorrence of it, and to hold it up to “ public 
odium?” ‘The offensive claim of the Protestant 
Episcopalian, is just us anti-scriptural and base- 
less as that of the Papist. 

Allow me, Mr. Editor, to advert to another 
point in these Effitorial lucubrations. ‘The 
writer tells us, in a note, that the word “ Prelacy 
is the term, &c. the opponents of Episcopacy 
use when they mean to express their contempt 
of it.” This is a marvellous suggestion ! Such 
a thought never entered my mind until I saw it 
embodied in this note. I had supposed that the 
word Prelacy was more strictly expressive of 
superior rank than even Episcopacy. It never 
occurred to me that any intelligent person, who 
knew its etymology, could regard it as used for 
the purpose of sneer or contempt. Presbyterians 
believe in the divine appointment of Bishops, as 
well as Episcopalians. They hold that, in the 
truly primitive and apostolic church, every Puas- 
tor was a worm This was Episcopacy ; but 
it was parochial, and not diocesan Episcopacy. 
Now, to avoid the confusion which might arise, 
in some weak minds, when the same term was 
used in both cases, it became desirable to em- 
ploy a term in no respect equivocal, and in itself 
expressive of superior rank. This, it seems, 
the Editor of the “ Banner of the Cross” did not 
recognize, and therefore his note. If he will 
read some of the greatest divines of his own 
Church, and among others, the “ judicious 
Hooker,” he will find that they use the term 
Prelacy and Prelate very frequently, and evi- 
dently as a matter of choice. Did they wish to 
express contempt? And if he will reada work 
by the celebrated Beza, the friend and colleague 
of Calvin, De Triplicit Episcopatu, he will find 
that learned man distinguishing Episcopacy into 
three heads, viz: Primitive Episcopacy, that 
which existed in the apostolic age, when every 
Pastor was a Bishop:—Human Episcopacy, 
that which existed in England, and might be 
borne with :—and Diabolical Episcopacy, that 
which reigned in the Romish Church, and ought 
to be rooted out. Does not this show the ne- 
cessity of having a more precise and unequivo- 
cal term than Episcopacy? Prelacy and pre- 
late exactly supply the desideratum. 

One point more, Mr. Editor, and I have done. 
The gentleman who arrays against me the 
foregoing charges, brings another of grave as- 
pect, viz: that [ have spoken, at different times, 
in a grossly inconsistent manner, concerning the 
Epistles of Ignatius ; that, more than thirty 
years ago, [ expressed myself thus: “That even 
the “* Shorter Epistles ” of Ignatius are unwor- 
thy of confidence, as the genuine works of the 
Father whose name they bear, is the opinion of 

ut and Dest judges in the Pro- 
testant world.” And that ten years aflerwards, 
when I found it convenient to quote the same 
Father, in support of the Saviour’s Divinity, I 
wrote thus: “* The great body of learned men 
consider the smaller Epistles of Ignatius as, in 
the main, the real works of the writer whose 
name they bear.” 

If this gentleman had distinctly recollected 
the history of the far-famed Epistles of Ignatius, 
he would probably not have written thus. That 
even the smaller Epistles have been corrupted, 
that is, more or less interpolated, has been the 
opinion for nearly two hundred years, of many 
of the most learned Protestant divines, and 
among the rest of some of the.most eminent 
Episcopal writers who have expressed a judg- 
ment on the subject. This interpolation, how- 
ever, is supposed, by very many, to have been 
chiefly if not solely directed to the undue exal- 
tation of the Bishop’s office. And accordingly 
some who considered them as unworthy of con- 
fidence in regard to that subject, felt no scruple 
at all in quoting them in beh. lf of the leading 
doctrines of the Gospel. In short, my general 
views of these Epistles are precisely expressed 
by a zealous Episcopalian, who writes in the 
Christian Observer, of London (Vol: II. 723.) 
and who expresses himself in the following lan- 
guage :—** In these Epistles, we have the same 
order of bishops, priests, and deacons, marshall- 
ed with unseasonable exactness, and repeated 
with importunate anxiety. ‘There appear, more- 
over, sO many symptoms of contrivance, and 
such studied uniformity of expression, that these 
compositions will surely not be alleged by any 
capable and candid advocate for primitive Epis- 
copacy, without great hesitation ; by many they 
will be entirely rejected. 1 do not mean to in- 
sinuate that the whole of these Epistles is a for- 
gery. On the contrary, many parts of them 
afford strong internal evidence of their own gen- 
uineness:_ but with respect to the particular 
passages which affect the present (the Episco- 
pal) dispute, there is not a single passage which 
I would venture to allege. The language, at 
the earliest, is that of the fourth century.” I 
should be very willing to adopt as my own the 
language of this writer; and it was that view 
of the subject which led me to express myself 
on two different occasions in a manner which 
has the appearance of inconsistency. The two 
statements, however, are perfectly consistent 
and imply no contradiction. In fact they are 
strictly true. 

The same view of these Epistles is taken by 
Professor Neander, an illustrious Lutheran, of 
Berlin, probably the most accurately learned 
Christian Antiquary now living. While he pro- 
nounces that the Epistles of Ignatius “ have cer- 
tainly been interpolated in favour of the hier- 
archy,” yet on other suljects, he appeals to 
them without reserve, as affording safe testimo- 
ny. Neander’s Hist: 1. f. 199. 
When | began this letter, Mr. Editor, I had 

no thought of taxing your patience with one of 
so much length. But these effusions of rashness 
and misapprehension grow vpon my hands. [ 
may, possibly, think it worth my while to ex- 
pose one more. | am, Sir, yours very truly, 

SamvuEL 

For the Presbyterian. 

A PROSPERING CHURCH. | 

In this day of general and wide spread bar- 
renness, it is refreshing to the Christian to know 
that there are some favored spots, green and 
flourishing, being watered from on high, with 
the dews of the divine Spirit. Such is the con- 
dition of a few churches in New Jersey and in 
our state, some of our churches are now enjoy- 
ing the delightful manifestation of the power of 
divine grace in quickening the people of God, 
and in converting sinners. The Presbyterian 
church at Newtown, Pennsylvania, has been 
thus favoured, and precious fruits have there been 
gathered. But in our immediate vicinity the 
presence of the Holy Spirit has been felt, and 
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