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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 

MoperatTion.—There is a sort of moderation 
which would compromise all the interests of our 
church, as such, for the sake of peace. In our 
opinion peace is too dearly bought, at the expense 
of truth, sincerity, and Gospel order. There is a 
specific field in which compromise and catholic 
forbearance ought to be allowed free scope; when 

_ ‘we meet on the platform of those benevolent en- 
terprises which are established upon the explicit 
principle that minor differences are to be forgot- 
ten, or when believers of different sects come to- 

gether for Christian fellowship, at such times we 
are willing that charity should for a time be in- 
dulged by the waiving of all that is distinctive. 
But the peace is false, and the compromise is 
dangerous, when the same temper (however good 

in its place) is suffered to regulate ecclesiastical 
councils. ‘There may be churches which have 

framed their articles of agreeinent so loosely as 

to admit men of widely varying sentiments; such, 

however, ours is not. Our forefathers, the early 

' champions of Presbyterianism, considered them- 

selves as holding forth to the world a decided 
testimony against error; their trumpet gave no 
uncertain sound; and their descendants felt that 

the inheritance of truth which had passed into 

their hands was precious. The case is altered. 

The Presbyterian church contains many who are 
frank enough in their liberality to avow that of 
what they have avouched to be the Confession of 
their Fuith, much is not believed by them at all; 

many who are so little attached to the polity of 

our church, that they would, for a small consider- 

ation, be Congregationalists to-morrow, as they 

were perhaps Independents yesterday. 
The true source of much of that indifference 

which prevails with regard to doctrine and order, 

is to be sought in ignorance of theology, and the 
history of theological opinion. ‘True, there are 

many men armed at all points to defend neologi- 

cal systems; but these are far from being ind/f- 
ferent; let them but acquire a temporary ascend- 

ency, and the spirit of compromise flies at once ; at 

once they cease to complain of the ills of ** party.” 
But there are numbers who fill up the auxiliary 

ranks, and cry peace, peace, upon every alarm of 

heresy, who are really ignorant that these new 
tenets are the same which have been condemned 

centuries ago; that they have issued in waste and 
desolation in the fairest portions of the church; 

and that they are the stepping-stones to Socinian 

infidelity. 
The rallying point of the church we believe is 

to be found among those who have been educated 
in her bosom. We welcome indeed many honour- 
ed and faithful ministers and members, who have 

come from other communions; and who, coming 
not from policy, but conviction, are ready to abide 

manfully by the standards. Yet a larger host 

there is, of men who have been familiar from their 

infancy with the theology of the Reformation; 
who cannot be deluded into novelties, because 

they have seen them refuted hundreds of years 

ago; and who have Scriptural truth digested and 
harmonized in their minds. ‘There are, we say, 

many such, and they are the men who in troublous 

times will learn to know one another. There are 
points upon which they may differ among them- 
selves, and there may be temporary misunder- 
standings; but being united in their views of 
saving truth, it will not be long before their forces 
will be united. 

Miss Prupence have hitherto 
said nothing about this lady, whose name has 
within a few months been familiar to almost every 

eye that falls onanewspaper. We have thought 
it possible to descry much pertinacity in her con- 
duct, and great indiscretion in the attempt of her 
abettors, to brave public opinion. At the same 
time, we have no sympathy with her opposers. 

We blush to think that Connecticut, the refuge of 
the distressed in former days, should engage in 
such a crusade, against a woman! We cannot 
enter into that prejudice which so violently op- 
poses African instruction. And, if the accounts 

which have been published are to be relied upon, 
the people of Canterbury have effectually pro- 

If these ac- 

counts are not base calumnies, then Miss Crandall 

and her unfortunate scholars have been unjustly 

and cruelly treated. 
It is by no means necessary that we should 

justify the persecution of Miss Crandall, because 

we happen to be friends of the Colonization So- 

ciety. Indeed we have again and again besought 

the enemies of this Society to desist from the at- 

tempt so unjustly to confound all who befriend 

this enterprise with the enemies of the African. 
Just so long as the Colonization Society shall 
seem to us to be a blessing to Africans, just so 
long shall we earnestly espouse its cause; but 
the instant the reverse is shown, we shall he nei- 

ther ashamed nor reluctant to oppose and de- 
nounce it. 

WHAT IS HEAVEN? 

It is the city of God—The peculiar residence of the 
Most High—The Throne of Eternal power, glory, grace 
and truth. These are general terms; but let us consider 
two particulars. First, ii is the cextral point of univer- 

sal government, the metropolis of the whole Universe. 
Suppose we were to dwell for a moment on all the vast 
systems of created matter, revealed to us by the telescope 

of Herschell, and then calculate the vast number that are 
far beyond the reach of human optics, and arrange them 

PULPIT ELOQUENCE.—No. IV. 

When he speaks, too, of the Lord preparing 
‘matter for a sacrifice of glory and thanksgiving 
to himself, not only from the great bundles and 
sheaves of his works, but from the small scatter- 
ed eares of his providence,’ and of ‘ the goodness 
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that in this 
night of darknegs, this winter season, he looketh 
at the roote under ground, and to the leafe of 
prayer which it sends forth, when neither fruite 
nor flower doth appeare,’ we plainly perceive in 
this great ecclesiastical leader a spirit and fancy 
so congenial with those of Leighton, that it is im- 
possible to believe any thing but a sense of duty 
could have drawn him into scenes, which, how- 
ever he was fitted for them by the soundness of 
his judgment and the largeness of his views, 
were oppressive to his modesty and gentleness. 
Indeed we may say with trath, that the courage 
and resolution inspired by his principles, led him 
to contend unto the death. Vexed with the bad 
spirit that arose in the parliamentary party in 
London, and which he appears at an early period 
to have foreseen, his last active days were em- 
ployed in an ineffectual attempt to withdraw his 
sovereign from the influence of pedantic counsel- 
lors, who insisted on settling the question that 
then agitated the church and nation by syllo- 
gisms, and this disappointment seems to have 
rapidly hastened his death.* 

‘A speech delivered by Mr. Alexander Hen- 
derson, immediately before the taking of the 
covenant by the House of Commons and Assem- 
bly of Divines,’. exhibits a remarkable proof of 
the author’s taste and judgment. Short and suc- 
cinct, grave and dignified, he rises in it at times to 
the highest pitch of eloquence, by the simplicity 
and grandeur of his thoughts and imagery. As 
he could speak for himself only, and the few bre- 
thren that were in London with him, he modestly 
confines himself to touching upon a few impor- 
tant points, instead of declaiming at greater 
length and with more confidence, as might have 
been expected, had he appeared, on that occasion, 
as the representative and organ of the Church of 
Scotland. Cromwell doubtless was present, per- 

haps Milton too; and greatly as both differed 
from the speaker, both in their views of church 
government and their loyalty, still the courage 
with which the former afterwards asserted the 
cause of the continental Protestants as a warrior, 
and the pathos with which the latter lamented 
them as a poet, may well be conceived to have 
been first inspired by the following magnificent 
paragraph of the northern orator. 

« Nor is it unknown to this Honourable, Rev- 
erend, and wise audience, what errours and here- 
sies in doctrine; what superstition and idolatrie 
in worshippe; what usurpation and tyrannie in 
government, what cruelty against the souls and 
bodies of the saints, have been set on foot, exer- 

cised and executed for many generations, and 
now of late by the Roman church: all which we 
hope, through the blessing of God upon this 
work, shall be brought to an end. Had the Pope 
at Rome the knowledge of what is doing this day 
in England, and were this covenant written on 
the plaster of the wall over against him, where 
he sitteth, Belshazzar-like, in his sacrilegious 
pomp, it would make his heart to tremble, his 
countenance to change, his head and mitre to 
shake, his joints to loose, and all his cardinals and 
prelates to be astonished.’’ (v. T'wo Speeches de- 
livered before the subscribing of the Covenant, &c. 
Edinburgh, 1643._) 

Rutherford and Baillie are too well known by 
their published letters to need any defence, al- 
though their sermons and controversial writings 
are less generally known. Both were men of 
master minds, the former excelling in genius, the 
latter in judgment, and neither unfitted by want 
of learning for the offices they held as heads of 
universities. On the whole, it may be safely 
said, that were such a quaternion of preachers to 

appear in London at the present day, neither the 
novelty of the Presbyterian service, nor the fa- 

naticism of the times, would be considered, in 
any respectable quarter, the causes of the popu- 
larity which they might and probab!y would en- 
oy. 
But, after all, perhaps, these great and highly 

accomplished men may not have exhibited the 
fairest specimens of the Scotch Presbyterian elo- 
quence of that age. It will be observed that they 
were selected by their brethren, not on account 
of their eloquence, but because they had had re- 
commended themselves by their business habits, 
and theological learning, and their history and 
writings show that they must have been ver 
much withdrawn from the cultivation of the first 
of these gifts, by engrossment with public af- 
fairs, and by taking a part in many dry though 
important controverses. If, however, among the 
bright stars that then rose on our church’s hori- 
zon, these may now appear less luminous from 
the troubled state of the atmosphere, there was 

one other star that soon rose to the zenith unob- 
scured by any such clouds, and having shone for 
a very few years, set suddenly to the church’s 
and the nation’s grief. This was Binning, who 
dying at the age of twenty-five, has left a death- 
less fame as one of the most original, and withal 
the simplest—the most philosophical, and yet the 
most practical of preachers; while his language, 
though preserved chiefly in hastily written notes, 
reminds one more perhaps than that of any other 
British writer of that age, of the indescribable 
simplicity and natural elegance of the early 
Greeks. Being not only a Presbyterian and 
Covenanter, but a Protester also, he must be con- 
sidered as falling especially under the criticisms 
of the two historians and the reviewer. Let us 
see how far his works tally with the impression 
they have done their best to propagate. Of Pres- 
byterian sourness, take the following specimens 
from his * Treatise of Christian love.’ : 

‘There is a- greater moment or weight of 
Christianity in charity than in the most part 
of those things for which Christians bite and 
devour one another. It is the fundamental law 
of the Gospel to which all positive precepts and 
ordinances should stoop. Unity in judgment is 
very necessary for the well-being of Christians, 

* Dr. M‘Crie’s remarks on Henderson’s bearing in 
church courts, are so excellent, that for the benefit of fu- 
ture moderators, we quote them. ‘In forming an esti- 
mate of Mr. Henderson’s character, it would be improper 
to overlook his qualifications for assisting ecclesiastical 
judicatories, and particularly the supreme council of the 
church to which he belonged, in which he repeatedly oc- 
cupied the situation of moderaior, In all large, deliber- 
ative, and free assemblies, the preservation of order and 
expediting of business depend greatly upon the talents 
and conduct of the person who acts as president. Itis 
much to the credit of the subject of this memoir, that in 
the assemblies in which he presided, there was no uproar, 
disorder, or indecency, although the times were turbulent, 
and that in the multiplicity of business which pressed upon 
them, confusion was avoided. His character. appearaiuce 
and behaviour, procured him respect both from his bre- 
thren in the ministry, and those who acted as elders. He 
interposed with great dexterity when there was any ap- 
pearance of heat betwixt the speakers, and ever on such 
occastons acted the part of a moderator. He knew how 
to bear with the scruples and even the humours of good 

and at the same time to check unreasonable and 
wilful disobedience to necessary orders. Without in- 
fringing the liberty of the court, he could urge on a vote, 
or put a stop to tedious debate and conversation. It was 

| his custom, as moderator, to introduce an important ques- 
tion, with a short speech, in which he gave a perspicuous 

before the mind’s eye as the empire of Jehovah—heaven | view of the cause; and on its discussion, he also said a 

is the centre of the whole; the place from whence ema- | few words recapitulating the grounds of the Assembly’s 
nate all the laws by which they exist, and from whence 

go forth to administer God’s | he threw in on remarkable occurrences, had often a most 
How sublime the reflection ! 

nd ; Heaven is the capital city of an infinite domin- | concern, at others cheering and elevatin 
i holy and pure intelligences | amidst discouragements and heaviness. 

the angels that do his will, 
vernment over them all. 

jon and is the home of ali t 

judgment. The pertinent and religious reflections which 

happy effect, sometimes filling the Assembly with deep 
their minds 

But among all 
which exist iu the Universe. Not merely of Cherubim | his qualifications, what deserve: particular attention, 
and Seraphim, angels and spirits redeemed on earth, but | was that faculty of fervent, sweet, and appropriate pray- 

all, all, from every ety and every system, where God | er, which he exercised without flagging, through all the 
? 

has placed them. 
the 

hat numbers then are round about | Assemblies in which he moderate (Vide Christian 
of God! And this is the home of the Christian. Magazine, Vol. x. pp. 398-9.) 

| but Christ’s last words persuade us of this, that 
unity in affection is more essential and funda- 
mental. ‘his is the badge he left his disciples ; 
if we cast away this upon every different appre- 
hension of mind, we disown our Master, and dis- 
claim his token and badge.’ And again, ‘the 
Apostle Paul puts a high note and commendation 
upon charity, when he styles it the bond of per- 
fection. Above all things, saith he, put on cha- 
rity, which is the bond of perfectness. Iam sure 
it hath not so high a place in the minds and prac- 
tices of Christians, as it hath in the roll of the 
parts and members of the new man here set down. 
Here it is above all, with us it is below all, even 
below every apprehension of doubtful truths. 
An agreement in the conceptions of any poor, 
petty, controversial matter of the times, is made 
the badge of Christianity, and set in an eminent 
place above all.”’ 

As a specimen of Covenanting barbarism, take 
the very last sentences he uttered in the pul- 
pit — 

*“*Wecry, Abba, Father! 
our comfort, that from whomsoever and whatso- 

they cannot want acceptance; all languages, all 

conntries, all places, are sanctified by Jesus 
Christ, so that whosoever calls upon the name of 
the Lord from the ends of the earth shall be 
saved. And truly it is a sweet meditation to 
think, that from the ends of the earth the cries 
of souls are heard, and that the end is as near as 
the middle, and a wilderness as near as paradise ; 
that though we understand not one another, yet 
we have one loving and living Father who un- 
derstands all our meanings; and so the different 
languages and dialects of this body make no con- 
fusion in heaven, but meet together in his heart 
and affections, and are as one perfume, one in- 
cense, sent up by the whole Catholic church here 
Scattered upon the earth. O that the Lord would 
persuade us to cry this way to our Father in all 
our necessities. ”’ 

If we have thought it worth while to bestow 
some pains in demonstrating that learning and 
eloquence by no means left the Presbyterians on 
their renewing the covenant in 1638, it is not so 
much for the sake of removing false impressions 
from the minds of modern [piscopalians, as of 
directing the attention of our ministers and pro- 
bationers to the character and endowments of the 
men who led the reforming assemblies of the 
seventeenth centuries. Some, it is to be feared, 
regard their proceedings as those of fanatical, il- 
literate, nay even barbarous men. Associating 
them only with the troubles of the time, they 
may class them with the Hugh Peterses of Eng- 
land, forgetting how anxious they were to arrest 
the career of dissension, disloyalty, and violence, 
and to bring king and people to unite on the same 
principles that were afterwards adopted in 1688. 
Others, who revere their memory, may so mis- 
conceive their characters, as to suppose that they 
looked so much to faith, and zeal, and courage, 
as to undervalue learning and eloquence. But 
this was so far from being the case, that, that 
minister in our day deserves to be considered a 
vulgar pretender to what he knows nothing 
about, who professes to be an admirer and fol- 
lower of those illustrious men, and yet does not 
assiduously cultivate the gifts and graces that | 
distinguish the scholar and the gentleman. 

The truth is, that as circumstances were at 
that period highly favourable to the cultivation 
of pulpit oratory in Scotland, all parties partook 
of this advantage, but chiefly, and for obvious 
reasons, the Presbyterians and Covenanters. 
The impulse that had been communicated to the 
church by Knox and the Melvilles, must be 
fairly allowed to have been most felt by them. 

regained, as we trust she will regain, her inde- 
pendence,* even in these days. 

But we have kept our readers too long from 
Mr Rradley. We know not a volume of dis- 
courses we can so warmly recommend, not only 
for family reading, but also for the diligent study 
and imitation of young preachers. It is danger- 
ous for men who have little genius to attempt 
imitating those who have much. But there is 
something above genius here; better gifts and 
gifts that all should have, and all should culti- 
| vate. In an age greedy of the marvellous, he 
does not even aim at originality. Deeply im- 
bued with the spirit, and intimately acquainted 
| With the scope and language of the Scriptures, 
his great aim is to bring fully from every text the 
instruction it was meant to convey, and this he 
presses with remarkable unction on the hearts 
‘and consciences of himself and his hearers. <A 
‘diligent and accurate observer of life and man- | 
‘ners, and one that deeply studies the human 
| heart, he delights to enter into the feelings of his 

This is much for !0ck, to take up all their perplexities and diffi- 
culties, as well as to probe their spiritual sores, 

ever corner in the world prayers come up to him, | and carry conviction home to the hardened and 
secure. In method he is simple, clear, and natu- 
ral; in language thoroughly English; in style 
abrupt and terse, so that while the ear is not 
offended, still it is never lulled asleep. In fine, 
these discourses are highly elaborate. ‘They 
are evidently the result of intense study and indus- 
try, but no less the result of humble and earnest, 
and, we are persuaded, not unanswered prayer. 

* When we speak of the independence of the church, 
we do not mean that of her congregations. 

Froin the Missionary Chronicle for October. 

AFRICAN MISSION. 

From Rev. Dr. Miller, of the Theological Se- 
minary at Princeton, who had been invited to at- 
tend the late missionary meeting in New York, 
and address the audience, the following letter was 
received. As it came too late to be read on that 
occasion, and contains an impressive appeal in 
behalf of the missionary cause, we take the liberty 
of inserting it in this place. 

| Princeton, Oct. 14th, 1833. 
Rev. and Dear Brother,—Your letter of the 11th 

instant reached me in the afternoon of the next 
day, at too late an hour, however, to admit of my 
replying by the return of the mail; and now I 
write without being certain whether my commu- 
nication will arrive in time to answer the purpose 
for which it is intended. 

I am rejoiced to hear of the proposed missionary 
meeting this evening, in the Wall street church. 
It would give me peculiar pleasure to be present, 
and to take a part in the exercises. No secular 

2 

business, that I can easily think of, should pre- 
vent my enjoying this privilege. But, situated as 
I am, | must deny myself the gratification. Our 
Synod meets to-morrow afternoon, at Newton, in 
Sussex county, sixty miles from this place. For 
several special reasons, | consider it as my duty 
to be there, and have accordingly made arrange- 
ments for setting out this morning, for that place, 
which I am persuaded ought not to be abandoned. 

But, my dear Sir, though necessarily absent in 
body, I shall be present with you in spirit—and, I 
hope, in some measure engaged, in private, in 
imploring a blessing on your meeting. I rejoice 
that Ethiopia is beginning, in good earnest, to 
‘*stretch forth her hands unto God.” I rejoice 
that our promising and incalculably important co- 
lony in Liberia (which may God of his infinite 
mercy protect, extend, and bless!) is likely to re- 
ceive new and valuable accessions of light and 
strength. And I rejoice that the ** Western Fo- 
reign Missionary Society”? is advancing, with 
plans which appear to me so judicious, and with 

They, too, had by far the most need to turn their 
academical acquisitions into the channel of popu- | 
lar eloquence, for, while their opponents on prin- | 
ciple maintained the propriety of continuing the | 
influence of forms and ceremonies, they refused , 
all such aids in impressing the minds of the peo- | 
ple. We may add, that the Presbyterians being 
the ost assiduous in catechising and other edu- 
cational measures, their adherents, as might be. 

expected, and as Bishop Burnet acknowledges, | 
were by far the most acute and well-informed of | 
the common people, and hence were the best 
fitted to judge of the addresses delivered to them 
from the pulpit. ‘The difference between the two. 
parties in this respect, even at an early part of 
the seventeenth century, is well stated by Gilles- 
pie, in the work we have already quoted. Speak- 
ing of the practical effects of the ceremonies so 
pertinaciously forced at that time on our reluctant 
country, he remarks 

That the controverted ceremonies pertain not | 
to the conservation of religion, but contrary-wise, 
to the hurt and prejudices of the same, experience 
hath, alas! made too manifest. O what a dole- 
ful decay of religion have they drawn with them 
in this Jand! Let them who have seen Scotland 
in her first glory, tell how it was then and how it 
is now. Idle and idol-loving bishopping hath 
shut to the door (on) painefull and profitable 
catechising. ‘The keeping of some festival days 
is set up instead of the thankefull comme- 
moration of God’s inestimable benefites: how- 
beit the festivity of Christmasse hath hitherto 
served more to Bacchanalian lasciviousnesse than 
to the remembrance of the birth of Christ. The 
kneeling down upon the knees of the body hath 
now come in place of that humiliation of the 
soule, wherewith worthy communicants address- 
ed themselves unto the holy table of the Lord. 
And, generally, the external show of these fruit- 
lesse observances hath worn out the very life and 
power of religion.”” P. 159. 

Let it not be thought, however, that because 
we hold forth the learned men of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries as types of what our 
ministers in these days should be, we would have 
them quit that path of plain practical usefulness, 
for which many of them have a good report, if not 
of the idolaters of learning, yet of their own flocks 
and their Master in heaven. In spite of all the 
fame and scholarship that Germany and England 
have acquired, and the figure they make in theo- 
logieal libraries, we trust that the Presbyterian 
church of Scotland will never be ashamed of the 
dedication even of the highest talents and most 
splendid attainments to the work of saving souls, 
in the generations among whom her ministers 
live, and with whom they dic. When taunted 
with the scantiness of their contributions to 
church literature, be it theirs to defend them- 
selves in the few but emphatic words that mark 
Sir C. Wren’s mouument in St. Paul’s:—Si 
monumentum Gguaris, circumspice, If you wanta 
memorial of us ministers, Jook around you, and 
behold, not in the ponderous folios and burly oc- 
tavos we have heaped up in dark and dusty libra- 
ries, but in the purity of morals, the kindly 
warmth of the affections and open-handed libe- 
rality, the patient industry, the sincere and fer- 
vent piety of the people, how diligently we have 
planted and watered the good seed of the word 
amongst them, and how abundant an increase has 
been accorded us by the Master we serve. This 
is the precisely the fame of even the most learned 
men of our church in its best days. With them 
every gift was at once diligently cultivated and 
put to immediate practical use. Hence the raptd 
spread of our first reformation in spite of the hos- 
tility of the court. Hence the lovely fruits that 
abounded throughout our parishes after our se- 
cond reformation in 1638. Hence the rapid and 
astonishing change mentioned by Dr. Chalmers 
in our Jast Assembly as having taken place on 
the return of Presbytery after the Revolution in 
1688. Hence, may God grant, a general revival 

strides so vigorous. Every thing, at the present 
day, seems to conspire to encourage and animate 
in the missionary enterprize. The state of the 
heathen nations, and the state of our own country, 
alike call us to redoubled effort. ‘The whole hea- 
then world is now, with very little exception, wide 
open before us, and, if not actually, yet virtually, 
inviting the Jabours of Christian benevolence. 
And our own country was never so well able to 
answer this call, and to send to the benighted and 
the perishing the light of life, as at this hour. In 
these circumstances, surely every consideration, 
both of piety and humanity, calls upon us to be 
active; to extend our plans; to cherish new zeal; 
and to endeavour to secure the co-operation and 
the prayers of every one who wishes well to the 
church of God, and the cause of human improve- 
ment and happiness. 

It is delightful to see a new spirit rising in re- 
ference to that greatest of all objects, the conver- 
sion of the world to God. ‘The time has been, 
when serious Christians were apprehensive that 
the spirit of Foreign Missions, if cherished and 
acted upon beyond certain very moderate bounds, 
would exhaust the resources and impair the 
strength of the churches at home. ‘This error, I 
trust, is now beginning to be abandoned by the 
most of those who study the word of God, and 
regard the dispensations of his providence. ‘They 
begin to see that efforts to spread the Gospel | 
abroad are the surest pledge of its power and 
suceess at home; that, when such efforts are sin- 

cerely and: fervently made, they never fail to 
rouse, to animate, and to draw down a blessing 

upon those who make them; and that, of course, 
however feeble and impoverished a church may 
be, one of the very best means of enlarging, 
strengthening and building herself up, is to en- 
gage, heart and hand, in the hallowed work of 
sending the Gospel to the benighted and the pe- 
rishing. O, if we could hear of all the churches 
being united as one man, in feeling, praying, and 
labouring for the conversion of the world, we 
might certainly conclude that * the time, even the 
set time to favour Zion, in a glorious manner, had 
come.’ “That Christian is the best friend to the 
revival and spread of religion at home, and does 
most effectually to promote it, who is most zeal- 
ous, active, and prayerful in the great work of 
sending the Gospel, from the rising of the sun, 
even to the going down of the same. 

These are my views of the spirit and aspect of 
the missionary cause in general. But how shall 
I describe my feelings, when decisive symptoms 
begin to appear, that even @frica—dark, neglect- 
ed, injured .?frica—is ** coming up for a memorial 
before God!" May the Lord unite every heart and 
every hand in this glorious enterprize, and turn to 
foolishness the counsels of all those who would 
pervert its design or arrest its progress! 
May our Master in heaven prosper and bless 

yon, dear Brother, in your benevolent labours! 
May He preside at your expected meeting, and 
bless all the plans and measures of your Socicty ! 
This is the unfeigned and daily prayer of your 
friend and fellow servant in the best of bonds, 

MILLER. 

CAUTIONS TO YOUNG MEN. ; 
Are you solicited to visitthe Bar Room? Think, 

before you go, how many young men there first 
entered on that downward road, which conducted 
to the loss of estate, and health, and character, 
and usefulness, and soul; and which has broken 
many a father’s and mother’s heart. 

Are you solicited to go to the tavern, and join 
in the jovial song, and partake of the circulating 
glass?—Think, before you go, that there is the 
place where men at first become tipplers, then 
swearers, then drunkards, then unkind husbands 
and cruel fathers, then beggars, then madmen, then 
corpses. ‘The faithful father, mother, or teacher, 
‘cast bread upon the waters to be gathered many 
days hence.” But he who, by bad principles or 
examples, injures the youth of his generation, does 
in so far as his influence extends, throw poison 
into a river at the fountain, on both of whose of all the virtues and graces of Christianity 

among our people, when the church shal] have shores a population must drink and:die. 

For the Presbyterian. 

THE FIFTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE 

CITY OF PHILADBLPHIA. 

No. TV. 

Corporators in trust cau a Sexten elect, 
But the call of a Pasjor they cannot eflect. 

The charter of the Fifth Presbyterian congre- 
gation regulates the election of a pastor; or the 
published phrases, ** according to charter,’”’ ** in- 
corporated voters,’’ ‘legal electors,” ** legal 
votes,’’ and “legal call ;’’ and the published state- 
ment ** that the Rev. S. Beman, D. D., of 
Troy, N. Y., was on the 9th of last September, 
duly elected pastor of said church, are incorrect.” 

The charter is as follows, viz: 

Charter of ‘the Fifth Presbyterian Congregation of 

the City of Philadelphia.” 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; To all 
to whom these presents shall come greeting. 

Whereas, a number of persons, citizens of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, have associated 
together, under the name and style of ‘The 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation of the city of 
Philadelphia,” for the purpose of worshiping 
Almighty God ; and being desirous of acquiring 
and enjoying the rights and immunities of a cor- 
poration, or body politic in law, according to an 
Act. of Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, passed on the sixth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one. 

Therefore know ye, that the subscribers and 
others, who are now, or may hereafter become 
regular members of said congregation, being citi- 
zens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, are 
incorporated and made a body politic in law, by 
the name and style of **The Fifth Presbyterian 
congregation of the city of Philadelphia,” on the 
articles and conditions following, viz: 

Irticle 1. No person shall be considered as a 
member of this corporation who is not of the age 
of twenty-one years, and who shal! not own and 
pay rent annually for at least one half of a pew 
in such house of worship as may be occupied by 
said congregation. 

Article 2. 'The aforesaid corporation shall have 
power to take, receive and hold, all and all man- 
ner of lands, tenements, rents, annuities, fran- 
chises, and heriditaments, and any sum or sums 
of money, goods or chattels, of whatever kind, 
that may be given or bequeathed unto them, Pro- 
vided always that the clear yearly value and in- 
come of goods, lands, &c., and the interest of 
money lent, do not exceed the sum of five hun- 
dred pounds. 

Irticle 3. The said corporation, by the name 
and style aforesaid, are hereby declared and made 
capable in law, at all times hereafter, to sue and 
be sued, to plead and be impleaded, to answer 
and be answered, to defend and be defended, in 
any court or courts, or other places, and before 
any judge or judges, justice or justices, in all 
manner of suits, actions, pleas, &c., of whatever 
kind and nature they may be, in as full and effec- 
tual a manner, as any person or persons, or other 
bodies politic, may or can do, that are incorpo- 
rated by the act of the sixth of April, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-one. | 

“Article 4, The said corporation shall have full 
power to make, have and use one common seal 
with such devise and inscription, as they shall 
think proper, and the same to break, alter, or re- 
new at their pleasure. 

Article 5. 'Vhey shall have full power to make 
by-laws, rules, and ordinances, for the transac- 
tion of all business appertaining to the corpora- 
ton, and the same to put in execution, revoke, or 
disannul, alter, or amend at their pleasure, pro- 
vided always that such by-laws, rules, and ordi- 
nances, be not repugnant to the constitution and 
laws of the United States, and to the constitu- 
tion and laws of the State, and to the provisions 
of this instrument. 

Article 6 The affairs of this corporation shall 
be managed by nine trustees to be chosen as is 
herein after directed. 

Article 7. On the second Monday of February 
in every year, the corporation shall meet, public 
notice of the time and place of meeting to be 
given by the trustees, on the Sabbath day preced- 
ing, for the purpose of electing by ballot, nine 
trustees; and should it happen that an election 
should not be held on the above mentioned day, 
then an election shall be held for the purpose 
aforesaid, within one month after public notice 
having been given as above stated, provided the 
trustees already in office shall continue to serve 
until such election take place. Vacancies oceur- 
ring in the Board of ‘Trustees by death or other- 
wise, may be filled by the Board itself until the 

annual election. 

living, a benefice. 

plied to the election of a treasurer, president, se- 
cretary, supplies and sexton. 
its trustees so far from being able to elect a pas- 
tor, they cannot elect a chorister.* heir electin 
power relates exclusively to temporalities; henee 
the elections of trustees, president, secretary, 

| treasurer and sexton, are civil transactions, regu- 
lated by civil law. These elections are /egaé elec- 
tions, the votes are legal votes, the voters legal 
voters, and they make an incorporated body. 
ut pastor, elders, and chorister, are spiritual 

officers, and their elections are spiritual transac- 
‘tions: the chorister is elected by the session, elders 
by the communicants, and the pastor by the people 
of the congregation, except such of them as are 
excluded by the Presbyterial Book of Discipline. 

The charter is said to imply a power in the cor- 
poration to elect a pastor, and to so mean in the 
tollowing clauses of the ninth article, viz: ** Their 

power shall extend to renting pews and collecting 
pew rents;”’ *likewise to the payment of debts 
due from the corporation to others; * they shall 
not have power to dispose of the funds of the 
corporation for any other purpose beyond the sum 
of three hundred dollars per annum, without the 
consent of said corporation.”? These three clauses 
relate to money, to the income and outgoes of the 
corporation, and to a check on disbursement. 
They relate to /emporalities, Whatreference, what 
shadow of reference have they to a spiritual mat- 
ter, viz. the election of a pastor. ‘hey imply the 
salary, not the election of a pastor. They imply a 

They imply money, and not 
the election of an ascension gift, which * cannot 
be bought with money,’ which comes by prayer, 
**without money and without price.”’ And in 
what respect do the clauses imply the salary of a 
pastor? I answer, they imply a necessity put on 
a board of trustees to ask consent of its corpora- 
tion to pay an amount of money exceeding three 
hundred dollars per annum previously fixed as 
the sulary uf a pastor by the people of the congre- 
gation. I will illustrate my answer. A congre- 
gational meeting of the people of the Fifth Pres- 
byterian congregation of the city of Philadelphia 
was held on the 4th of November, 1816. At said 
meeting, the people voted to pay the Rev. James 
K. Burch bis salary of $1200 up to the Is: of 
June, 1817. ‘This vote was presented to the 
Board of Trustees, and they, at their meeting of 
the 9th December, 1816, resolved to pay the Rev. 
James K. Burch agreeably to the vote of said 
congregation, provided the corporation ratify said 
vote. ‘The corporation met on the 17th of Febru- 
ary, 1817, and resolved that the Board of Trustees 
are hereby authorised to pay the Rev. J. K. Burch 
$700, his salary from Nov. Ist, 1816. to June Ist, 
1817, according to a verbal stipulation entered 
into between the congregation and the Rev. Mr. 
Burch on the 4th of Nov. 1816. 

The charter implies the payment of the pastor’s 
salary. So far from implying the election of a pas- 
tor, it does not imply the voting nor the fixing of 
the pastor’s salary. ‘The corporation of the Fifth 
Presbyterian congregation may vole and fix and 
ay a sexton’s salary, and may fix and pay, dut not 

vole, the choris‘er’s salary; and may pay, but not 
vote nor fix, the salary of a pastor. 

Such are the chartered powers of the corpora- 
tion, and said body politic exercised them, as oc- 
casion required, from the 18th of September, 1813, 
until the 2d of June, 1823. But, at this time, Mr. 
Editor, said corporation transferred its powers, 
except those to pay its debts and preserve exist- 
ence, to a certain association in the following re- 
solution of said corporation on the said second of 

said offer of the association, it being understood 
that the salury of the minister and the expenses of 
the church be provided for by the church and asso- 
ciation.”? The association and corporation so reci- 
procally agreed with each other. And from June 
the 2d, 1823, to the present, it has been an unin- 
corporated association, and nota corporation which 
has sold and rented pews, received pew rents, 
paid debts, employed, fixed and paid the salary 
of a sexton, fixed and paid the salary of a cho- 
rister, and paid the pastor’s salary. ‘This transfer 
of power will continue until that of said associa- 
tion’s building is made to said corporation. 

‘The charter of the Fifth Presbyterian congre- 
gation of the city of Philadelphia neither ex- 
presses nor implies a thought on the election of a 
pastor. It is therefore incorrect to apply the 
phrases, ** according to the charter,”’ ** incorporate 
voters,’ ** legal voters,”’ and ** legal votes,” to 
the election of a pastor; and it is equally incorrect 
to use the phrase: /ega/ call, in reference to a pas- 
tor elect. In the Fifth Presbyterian church one 
may say a legal call of a sexton, but one may not 
say a legal call of a pastor of the Fifth church. 
‘This latter clause contains an impossibility. One 
elected as pastor of the said Fifth Presbyterian 
congregation by the said charter is not duly elect- 

Article 8. ‘The Trustees elect shall meet one | 
week after the annual election, and shall choose > 
by ballot, from among themselves, a President: 
and Secretary, and from the members of the cor- 
poration, one who is not a trustee, to the office of | 
Treasurer, who is to receive and account for all | 
the monies, coming into his hands, belonging to 
the corporation, and shall have his accounts set- 
tled annually to be laid before the corporation at 
their yearly meeting for the election of ‘Trustees. 
The ‘Treasurer shall give ample security on ac- 
cepting the office. Trustees shall have, 
power to remove all or any of the aforesaid offi- | 
cers when they may think it expedient. ! 

Article 9. A majority of the Trustees shall | 
form a quorum for business. Their power shall 
extend to providing and regulating a_ burial 
ground, to providing and keeping in repair a 
house of worship, to renting pews and collecting 
pew rents, and all debts due to the corporation, 
likewise to the payment of debts due from the 
corporation to others. ‘The Trustees shall like- 
wise have power to employ, pay, and dismiss at 
pleasure a sexton. ‘They shall likewise have 
power to fix and pay the salary of a clerk, to be 
chosen by the session of the congregation. They 
shall not have power to dispose of the funds of 
the corporation for any other purpose beyond the 
sum of three hundred dollars per annum without 
the consent of the said corporation. ‘The Trus- 
tees shall have power to convene the corporation 
when they think it needful. And they shall do 
it when requested by any twenty members of the 
| corporation. 

The above is a true copy of the charter of the 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation. 

It neither expresses nor implies a thought on 
the election of a pastor. 

The word ** pastor”’ is not in said charter; nor, 
in this legal instrument, is the word * election,” 
nor similar word or phrase to be found relating to 
said spiritual officer. The word * chosen” in the 
sixth article, refers to the power of the corpora- 
tion to elect nine trustees; the same, in the ninth, 
to that of the session to elect a chorister. ‘The 
word ** choose,”’ in the eighth article, regards the 
power of the Trustees to elect a V'reasurer, a 
President, and a Secretary. The phrase, ** may 
be filled,” in the seventh, respects the grant to 
the trustees to elect members into their own body 
when rendered necessary by occurring vacancies. 
The word * elect” in the eighth article, qualifies 
trustees. The word “election” occurring thrice 
in the seventh and twice in the eighth articles, 
relates to the corporation’s power to elect trustees. 
And the word ‘ employ” in the last article of the 
charter, relates to the Board’s power to elect a 
Sexton. 

The charter expresses no pastor-electing power, 
nor can such be implied in any of the above ex- 

tracted words and phrases; the electing power of 

the corporation is confined to an annual election 
of trustees; that of the Board of trustees is ap- 

ed as said pastor. The statement therefore which 
is printed in the National Gazette of the 10th of 
last Sept. and republished in a subsequent paper, 
that the Rev. N.S. S. Beman, D. D. of Troy, 
N. Y. was, on the 9th of said month, duly elected 
pastor of the Fifth Presbyterian church of this 
city, is incorrect. 

Voice or History. 
Nov. 27th, 1833. 

* This, it is rue, was once attempted in the year 1817, 

but the illegal act was protested against, and came to 
nought. 

PREMIUMS FOR TRACTS. 

Premiums to be awarded Jan. 1, 1834.—A pre- 
mium of $50 is offered for the best tract on ** the 
high and fearful responsibilities of ministers of 
the Gospel’’—caleulated to press this subject home 
upon ministers and churches. Rev. Drs. W. A. 
M-Dowel!l, A. W. Leland, and Rev. B. Gilder- 
sleeve, Charleston, committee. Manuscripts to 
be sent to D. W. Harrison, Charleston, or to W. 

A. Hallock, 150 Nassau street, New York, pre- 
vious to January 1. 

Also $50, for the best approved tract on ‘ the 
sin and evil of slander among members of the 
church and ministers of the Gospe].”? Rev. Messrs. 
Aikin and Bethune, Utica; and W. A. Hallock, 
and Rev. H. White, New York, committee. Ma- 
nuscripts to be sent to W. A. Hallock, New York, 
or Edward Vernon, Utica, before January 1. 

Also $50, for the best approved tract, of not 
less than 12 nor more. than 24 pages, on the sub- 
ject of ** supplying the accessible population of 
the whole world with the Word of God within a 
definite period. Rev. Drs. Milnor and De Witt, 
and Rev. S. H. Cone, committee. Manuscripts 
to be sent to W. A. Hallock, before Jamuary 1. 

Premium to be awarded Feb. 1, 1834.—A pre- 
miam of $50, for the best approved tract, of from 
12 to 24 pages, showing ‘*the importance of a 
close union in heart, effort and prayer, among the 
several branches of the church of Christ in the 
great work of evangelizing the world.” Com- 
mittee, Rev. Drs. Milnor and M‘Auley, and Rey. 
Mr. Cone. Manuscripts to be sent to W. A. Hal- 
lock, before February 1. | 

Also $30, for the best approved tract for So/- 

diers. Rev. Dr. M*Murray, Rev. Mr. Jackson, 
and Rev. Mr. Spencer, committee. Manuscripts 
to be sent to W. A. Hallock, before February 1. 

Premium of $250.—Two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars for the best tract on ** the manner ia which 
Christians should show the Spirit of their Master 
in labours and sacrifices for the conversion of the 
world.”? Committee, Rev. Mr. Patton, Rev. Drs. 
Peters and Skinner, and Mr. A. Tappan. Manu- 
“a to be sent to W. A. Hallock, until April 1. 
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