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ADVERTISEMENT.

THIS Discourse would have been sent to the press
" many months ago, agreeably to the author’s promise to
those friends who desired its publication, had not his
unavoidable engagements, and his delicate health, ren-
dered an earlier attention to the ma.nuséript impossible.

Ay

New-Fork, January 15th, 1811,



A SERMON,
/ &C.

200003000

. AcCTs xiv. 23.

And when they had ordained them Elders in every
Church, and had prayed with fasting, they com-
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

IT is indispensable to the order and well-being of
every society, that it have government; and it is
equally indispensable to all regular government, that
there be officers intrusted with its administration.
To think of maintaining any society, ecclesiastical or
civil, without government, in this depraved world,"
would be to contradict every principle of reason and
experience, as well as of Scripture; and to think of
supporting government without officers to whom its
functions shall be intrusied, is to embrace the absurd
hope of obtaining an end without the requisite
means. '

Accordingly, our blessed Lord has appointed a
government in the Church, of which he is the Head
. and King. And for maintaining and conducting this
government, he has appointed office-bearers in his



(5
sacred family. For when he ascended up on high,
he gave some Apostles, and some Evangelists, and
some Pastors and Teachets ; for the perfecting of
. the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ ; until we all come, in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.* )

In every organized church, in the Apostle’s day,
there were, and in every organized church, at the
present day, there ought to be, three classes of
officers ; viz. Pdstors, Ruling Elders, and Deacons. -
The first to preach the Gospel, and administer the
‘Sacraments ; the second to assist the Pastor in the
government of the church; and the third to serve
tables, and take care of the poor. Accordingly,
when Paul and Barnabas were sent forth, by di-
vine direction, to preach the gospel, and organize
churches, among the gentiles, we are told that they
ordained Elders in every church. C
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association of ideas, an established title of office.

According]y the Jews gave this title te most of their

- officers. They had Elders over the nation, and also’
over every city, and every synagogue. 'The apostles,

who dcted under the direction of the Holy Ghost,

- finding this title so generally and familiarly employed )
smong the Jewish converts, who formed the first:
christian churches, adopted it in their system, and
.. gove it, not only to the Pustors who laboured in the
word and docérine, but also to another class of offi-
cers, appointed tp aid the pastars in the exercise of |
discipline, and in the preservation of arder. When,
therefore, we read that Pqu! and Barnabas ordain-
ed Elders in every church, we are to woderstand,
that in every particular congregation which they or-

ganized, they set apart & bench of Elders ; that, of -

these, one or more in each church was appointed
to preach and administer sealing ordinances; and
that the others were appointed as rulers, to assist in
maintaining order in the church.

Being called, on the present occasion, to ordain a
number of brethren, as ruling Elders in this church,*
it is my purpdse to employ the time allotted for the
present discourse in making some remarks on this
affice, on its WARRANT, its NATURE, and the
QUALIFICATIONS of those who bear it. -

* The brethren ondained on this oscssion were, Messrs. Rober? M Gill,
David Gebiton, Robers langx, Pyter Ludlew, svd David L. Dodge.
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I. Let us ascertain our wARRANT for appointing

in our churches that class of officers which we denom-
inate RurLinG ELDERs.

We say, then, thatlay Elders, or ruling Elders,
“were found in the Jewish synagogue, which was the
model of the Christian hierarchy ;* that they existed
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i tiaarchy or theBuhopy'ﬂnmngregatwu,n
thei? hewd, they formed g Session, Cousistory, or
Court, for the purpese of erdering, in a judicial man-

mut; the.comoems bf thé synagogue which they re--

presanted. . Thieds fate are 40 unquestionable; that
the furnisd dstablishment of them by citing auth(m-
thés s altogm mmeéelbaty

Atid ds the face, tist there werewhng of hay

Bldérs in' dfe Jewih synsgegus, is well establish- -

ed, abd frédly dekiowledged, even by mamy who
réje¢t the usé of such officers in thei¥ écélestas-

tical systems; so it is equally certain, that the

order of the synagogue was the model after which
the Apostléy organized the Chiristian €hurch. . Sothe

Huve sdid; itideed, that thé Aposties adopted tlie

model of the zemple, and not of the synagogue,
" in the erganization of the church ; - but the slightest
sttention to facts wilk be sufficient to disprove this
gssertion, If we compare the n: names, the powers, the

duties, and the ordination, of the officers of the
christian church, as well as the nature and order of
/its pyblic service, as established .by the Apostlés,

with the comesponding parts of the synagogue system,
we shall find that, in’all these particulars, there is
a close and striking resemblance ; while between
the service of the ehirch and that of the tetriple,
there s scarcely dny conformity:* If, then, there

* The organization and service of the Chiistiahr church, ‘fesemble the-

temple in scarcely any thing ; whiloBthey resemble the synagoguedn almost

’

¢
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were, coufessedly, ruling, or lay Elders in the Jew-.
ish synagogues; and if it: be equally evident that:
there is $o close .and striking a resemblance between:
the synagogue and the church, as to- prove, that the
former was adopted as the model of the latter ; we:
may conﬁdently conclude, that a -class. of. officers so-
useful and important, could not bave been left Qut-in-
constructing the government of the church. A class
of officers so familiar to every Jew, and so indispen-

sable in his'eyes:to the muntenance of ecclesiastical
government and order,” would.by.no means be likely.
to be rejected, when every other was notonously re-.

tained. - o T e LT

R Rulmg Eldem ‘were, W fact, found i tho.
Cliurch as organized and lefb by the Apostles. .The'

~ t

Ty Lot
every tlu'ug. 'n.mf were bishops, ezd.re,’uaam in'the synsgogue ; biit
not ih the temple.  There wis ordinasion by the imposition of hands in the
syuagogue ; but no such ordination in the temple. There were readmg the'
scnpturec, exponnd'mg them, and publw prayers, every "sabbath day, in the’
synsgogue ; while the body of the peaple went up to the temple only three.
times a year, and eventhentosmd on a~ery different service. In the e,
agogue, there wasa system eshbhsbed which included a weekly promlon, not
only for the instruetion aud devotions of the people, but also for the mizinte-
namee of discipline, and the care of the pgor ; while soarcely any thing of this
kind was to, be found in the temple. Now, in aH these respects, and in many'
more which might be mentioned, the Christian chureh folloved the synagogue,
and departed from the temple. Could we trace a , resemblance only in ene ora’
few'points, it might be congidered as accidental; but the resemblance is so close,
%0 striking, and extends to so many particuldrs, as to arrest the attention of the
most careless inquirer. It was, indeed, notoriously © great in the early agves,‘
that the heathen frequently suspected and charged Christian churches vnth
bengemshqugogue-mdugme s
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especially they who labowr in the word and doctrine.
Every man of plain good sense, who had never hoard
of any controversy - oa the subject, would conelude,
<dn reading this passage, that, at the period in; wluch

"4t was written, there ‘were fwo kinds of Elders;. one

-whose duty it was to Jebosr in the word and doctine,
and another who did not.thus labour, but enly ruled
in the clinzch. The Apostle -says, Elders, that. mle
well, are worthy. of double.hanour, but BSPRCIAILY
those. who Jaboxr in the word and doctring. ;. Now,
if wé suppose that there was only. o kind.of Elders
then in the church, and that they were all teachers,
or labourers in the word, we make the 1pspwed wri- .

* Titws i. 5.
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ter emp!oy»a language utterly unworthy of bis eharac:
ter. There was, therefore, a elass of EMders in. the:
'apouohc ehurch, whe did net preach, mor: adwmin.
inw- sacraments, but assisted i 1n.government.. 'ﬁmo,
by -whatever name they may be called, weve precise-
ly the same with. those officers wlnch we denomnm
mﬂngl}kﬂw‘s '

Forthxs construction of the passaga, Dv Iﬂhzta—
ker, & zealous and learned episcopal divine, wairm-
ly contends. * By these words,” -says he, ‘¢ the
“ Apostle evidently distinguishes between. the-Bish-
“ ops and the Inspectors of the Church, Ifall who

“ rale well be wemhy of depble-: honeuy;: Wl}’
“ they who labour in the. word and doctrine, it is plain

‘“ there were some who did not.se lébaur; -Sar if all
“ had besn of this description, . the -meanipg: would
- *““ have been -absurd ; but the word. agpecially points
' “outadlﬁw’erenca.‘ BEp should say, thas-all whe
© “ study well at the university, are -worthy, of deuble
“ honour, especially they who labour in the study of
“ theology, 1 must éither. mean that ail do: et. ap-
“ ply themeelves-to she study of theology, or L should
“ speak nonsense. - Wherefore I confess that %o be-
“ the  most genuine sense by which. pastors and
“ teachers are distinguished from those who only
* governed®.” Equplly to aur purpose is the, opinion -
,of that ‘acute -and learned epxaeopal dmnc, ‘Br,

S .*Pfck«'ap-m‘«m., :
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Whishy, im hie-nate ob ihis passage,  “The El- '

#.ders of the' Jews,” sayn he,” ' ware of two sorts ; 5
.- Suehiag.governdd in the synagogue ; and 2dly,
“iSpeh s ‘mipistered. in 'reading and expounging
“ thedn Sesiptures and. traditions, .and from them

“-PrORAUNCING what did bind or Jonse, or whyt was
“ forbidden,’and what was lawful t6 be dong., Fgr

' when, partly by their captivity, and partly through
“ ingrense of mpflick, they were dispersed in consid-

- Aerablg Mﬂgb diyers regions of the. world,
WE’-& y shat, they sh ould, havg

“ QF magutrates, 1o keep them m their duty, sod
“judge of esininal ‘causes; sad, also Rabbips to
“ teach, therm the: law, pnd, the traditions of ﬂlﬁlr fa-

“ thers. . Thefiraf wepe ordained ad jugicandim,

“*’4 "‘%4‘3 Mﬂ‘f“%dﬂ licitis gt vg(ztpﬁ i, e, t9

“ judga wnd- govern, but pot tate ;. The  seqond,
“.ad dacendym, sed non.ad judicandums, . e. ta teach,
“ biat Bot 30 judge or govern, . And these the Apee
“ fle hiere declates.to. be the most honourable. and
~ “worthy of the chiefest reward., Accordingly, the’
“Apostie, reckeniog. up the offices God bad ap;
‘! pointed in the. ghtgrqh, places Zeachers. hefoxe. gov-
wwtv lch wik, 287
I PP Qm sewerel slossea hpxe bqqn qdoPted
10,96, atide; the testimony of this text. in favur of
woling. Elders. -, To: enumerate and expgse them
wonld be a wut@ of time and patieoce. It is suﬁi-
_ Giegt tosay, that none of sthem. pessess any yeal force,

A
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and scarcely any of them everi‘plausibility.  ‘And
you' will hereafter ‘find;’ that, hotwitb%sta.nding all
these glosses; the text in question hasbeen -condid-
~ ‘ered as conclusive in support of our doetrine,” by

some of the best Judges, and by the great bedy of
orthodox - chnsuans, from the Apostles to the' pte-
sent day oy

)

vl

'I’hd mext passage of scnpture w‘hnch aﬁ"ords a
warrant for the office of ruling Elder, is to be found -
in Romans xii. 6, 7, 8. . Having then gifts, differ-
mg‘ abcordmg to the grace given tous ; whether pro-
‘phesy, let ‘us prophesy accordmg to the ‘proportion
qf fdzi‘h* or’ ministry, let us ‘wait vn our minister-
ing ; or he that teacheth, on’ teachmg ; orhe that
exhorteth, on e.rhortatzon he that’ gwcth let kim
do it “with simplicity ;- HE THAT RULETH, with
diligence ; he that skeweth mercy, with cheeffufness
‘With this passage may be connected anbther of simi-
lar character, and ‘to be mterpreted on the same
pnnclples 1 mean the following, from '} Corinthi-
ais -xik. 28. God hath sét some in the church, first
_ Apostles, secondardy Prophets, thirdly Teachers, qf-
~ ter that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, cov-
. BRNMENTS, diversities of tongues. In both these pas-

. sages, thereis a reference to the different offices and
- gifts bestowed on the church, by her divine  King and
‘Head; in both of them there is & plain desighation
of an office for ruling or government, didtinct from
that of teaching ; and in both, also, this office evi- -



(15 )
'a-ay has a place. assigned to it below that of Pas-

tors aud Teachers.” This: office, by whatever name

it may.be called, and bowever.its character may be
disguised by ingenuity, is, to all intents and purpo-

ses, the same with that which Pnesbytemns dtstm*- .

gnuboby the title of rulmg Elder o

\
“

In addmon to the testlmony of Sc‘npture, on this
subject, it would be easy to produce passages from
those early christian writers usually denominated
-the Fathers, to show, as well:that there were ruling'
Elders in the apostolic:chureh; s also that this

~

class of officers did not fall into disuse until long af- |

ter the time of the Apostles*. Bat it would exceed

thie limits of a single ‘dlscourse, to enter on so wide'

a field of inquiry ; I shall, therefore, content myself
with the following quotation from Elary, (frequent-
"y called Ambrose,) who lived i in the fourth century;
and who, in. his explication of .1 Fimothy v. 1. has.

i “

* Cyprian, in his20th Epistle, speaks of “ TRACRING Elders” Qn this

passage, the Rev. Mr. Marshall, the eplscopal translator and commenta‘ol o

of Cyprian, remxrks—-“‘ltm hence, 1 think, apparent, that all Presbyters )

& were not - teachers, but assisted the .Bulwp in other - - parts of his office”
And: Bishop- Fell, angther editor’ and commentator on Cyprian, rqmarha.,
the same passage in 'he follomng words : “ Inter Presbyteros regtorea et doc-

< fores olim distinxisse videtar divus Pautus, 1 Tim.v. 17.” i. e. St. Paut

& appears to have made a dlitinstion, in maenttunu, between ibachmgmd .

- & Riling Elders, in 1 Timoihy v, 17.” = Here two learned epidcopal divines

explicitly acknowledge the dmﬁnetlon besween seaching and rulmg Elden;,

in the pmmtwe Church ; and dne “of- them, an’ eminent Bikhop, not only al- .

lows that Cyprian referred to this distinction, but also quotes a5 an luthonly
for it the principal text which Presbytgnanl adduce for the same purpose.
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the followmg po‘ssap—-a‘ For, indecd; among all nee

“ tioms ofd age is honourable. Hende it is that the

“ symagogue, and afterwards the church, Had Kb
“ ders; without whose cdunsel nothing was dose il

“ the church; which by what negligence it grew ine
‘¢ to disuse I know not, unless, perhaps, by thd sletk,

“ or rather by the pride of the Teachers, wlnle they '

* alone wished to appear somethmg

Havmg seen that both Scripsure a.nd the Fathm
afford 8 clear warvant for the ofice of ruling ol*
' lay Klders in the chureh ; letua, ‘

s N éxt,iuquirg whe&her the Refomem and pth; "

er distinguished witnesses for the truth, in differ-
“ent ages and countries, declared for or against this
office. I know that the authority of the Reformers
is net to be considered, any more than that of the

Fathers, as a rule either of faith or practice; bus

when we recollect the great talents, the profound

Jearning, tﬁef«mpﬂ!tyg and thée exinens: services -

of many 'of those distinguished men, in c?’e&fih‘g‘
- away the errors of Popery, and restoring. the. faith
and order of the primitive chmb we cammol fuil
* to acknowledge that their opinions and decisions are
worthy of high regard. It is worth while, there-
fore, to inquire what those opinions #nd deeisiony
were, with respect to the question before us. -

1



The same writer tells us, that, in the year 1467,
,the Houssites being engaged in reforming and sepa-
rating their churches from the church of Rome,
understood that there were some churches of the
ancient Waldemeé in Austria, in which the purity of
'the gospel was retained, and in which there were
many eminent Pastors. - In order to ascertain the
truth of this :account, they, (the Hussites,) senttwo
_of their Mzmsters with two Elders to inquire mto,'
and know what tbose flocks or congreganons wereT

The same historian, in the same work, speaks

of “the Ministers and Elders: of the Bolgemum
churchest.”

»y that of
and aleo-

. % Ibid. Chap. 9.
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one of thexr pestors¢ In the Con}emon of Faith*
of that people, inserted at length in’the ¢ Addition”
to his work, it is declared, (p. 490 ‘Art. 31.) that

“ Bt is necessary for the Church ‘to have ‘Pasiors to

“ preach God’s wotd, to admmih(ei' tﬂe Sacraments,
“ and to wateh. ‘over the sheep of Jesus Chrlst ‘and
‘“also Elders and Deacons, according to the rules of
‘ good and holy church dneclplme, and the practwe
“ of the pramztwe churc

But we have stnll more pointed evxdence, that the
:churches which ecclesidstical historians have | gener-
ally dxstmgmshed by the title of the Bohemian Breth-
ren, and which fiourished before the time of Luther,
bore their testimony in favour of the office of ruling
Elder, by retaining it, ‘amidst all the degenet'acy of
. ‘the t times. This fact is attested by Martin Bucer,
“a learned Lutheran dlvme, whose ‘fame induced
Archbishop Cranmer’ to invite him to England,
where he received preferment. and patronage, and.
was held in high estimation. He speaks of it in the
fellowmg terms ; o | 4

“‘ The Bohemiar’z Brethrea, who published a Con-.
 fession of their faith in the year 1535, with a pre-
“ face by Luther, and who almost alonc preserved
““ in the’ world the purity of the doctrine, and the
“ vigour of the discipline of Christ, observed an éx-

* This Cenfession, Gillis expressly declares ta have been the Confession of
the ancient, a8 wellas the modern Waldenees. . .

~



" a_Seriptd duo Adverdaria Latom;. &e. i Cap; De Eecker. Authiritat,
p. 159. . ) )

/
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a Let tke Elders. tkat rule well be counted worthy

| © < of double homour, espcczally those that labour in

 “ the word and doctrine. Which words’ appear to
" “me to sngmfy, that there were then some Elders
“ who taught and preached the’ word of God ; and
« another class of Elders who didnot teach, but only
“ ruled in the church. Concermng these Ambrose
« speaks, when he expounds this passage in szotlcy
¢ Nay, he inquires whether it was owing to the pride
“ or the sloth of the sacerdotal order that they had
“ then almost ceased i m the cburch r”* '

In the Confession of ‘Sa.z'ony,‘drawh up by Me-
lancthon, in 1551, and subscribed by a large num-
ber of Lutheran churches, we find ‘this class of
church officers; recognized, and _represented as in
use in those churches. Speakmg of the exercise of
disciplive, in its various parts, they say——-“ That
¢ these things may be done orderly, there are also
“ Consistories appointed in our churches.” Of these
Consistories, the prlnclpal members, lt is well Imown,
were ruling Elders.

, That there were ruling Elders in the primitivé
church, is also exphcxtly granted by Archblshop
Whitgift, a warm and learned friend of dlocesan
cpiscopacy. I know,” says he, * that in the pn-
“ mitive church, they had in every church cerzain
* semiors, to whom the. government of the congre-

* P. Martyris Loci Commungs. Class. iv. Cap, 1. Seet. 2. _ .
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 gation was cmnmhted bt that was before therc
“ was any christian prmce or-magistrate that openly - -
“ professed the goipel and before ‘there -was any
“church by pubhc authénty established.” And -

again, “ Botli thé name. and office of ‘seniors were
« extmgmshed before Ambrose his time, -as he him-
“ self doth-testify, writmg upon the ff¢h of the first
L Eplstle to Timothy. Indeed, as Ambrose saith,
“ the synagogue, “and after the church bad séniors,
“’évldxont .whose” ‘counsel’ nothing was done in the
“ church but that was before his tzme, and before

« there was any christian maglstrate, or any church
« estabhshed* . ’

‘ Szegedin & very- eminent Lutheran divine, of
-Hungary, contemporary with- Luther, also speaks
' decadedly of the apostohc mst:tutien of mlmg EL
ders The followmg passage is - sufficient to exhibit -
his sentunents ¢ The ancient church*had"Presby-
“ ters or Elders, of which the Apostle “speaks, 1

“ Corinth. 5. 4. ~ And these Elders were of rwo
“ kinds. One class of them preached the gospel,
“ administered the sacraments, and governed the
' church, the same as Bishops; for Bishops and
“¢ Presbyters are the same drder.© But another-tlass
“ of Elders consisted of grave and upright mes, taken
* from among the laity, who, together with the
¢ preaching Elders before mentioned, consulted re-

* szenummst C'Mht. P ,6,‘38.'65;; . . o

.~
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“ specting the affairs ofithe church, and devoted
“ their labour to admom;hmg, correctmg, and takmg
“ a.re qf the flock of Christ*.”

Hzemnymm Kromayer,_a learned Lutheran di-
vine, and professor of divinity in the university of
Lezpszc, who lived in the age 1mmedlately following
that of Luther, bears declded testimony to the apos-
tolic mstmmon of rulmg Elders. The tltle of

“ Blshop, says he, ¢ takes its name from a Greek
“ word, which. signifies an overseer.  This title dif-
“fers from that of Presbyter, because the latter is
“ taken from age. Of Presbyters or Elders there
“ were formerly fwo kinds, those who taught, and
_“ those who exercised the office of rulers in the v
“ church. ‘This is taught in 1 Timothy v. 17. Let +
“the. Elders that rule well be counted wortl;_yv of
“ doyble. honour, especially those whe labour in the
“ word and doctrine. The latter were the same as
¢ our Mzmcter.s, at present ; the former were like
““ the members of our Comwtorzes’r

. The learned Voetms, a German divine of great
eminence, also contends for the apostohc msututlon,
of ruling Elders He speaks of & number of Popish
writers, as pamcularly warm and zealous in'their op-
position to. this class- of church oﬁeers, “ Nor is

. Szegedini Loci Communes, p. 197. Edit qﬁiﬁt. folio-—Basil, 1608. -
t Historia Ecclesiastica, autore Hieronymo) Kromayero, D.D. and §. 8. T.
P.in Acad. Lips. 4to. p. 59, . ’
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% this,” says he ‘“.any wonder, since nothing is more
“gpposite to the Papal monarchy, and ‘anti-chris-
4 tiat tyrmny,f than is the institution of: ruliag El-
* dérs.” * Poetius.is of the opinion that the church
wardéns in the church of England are. the “: westi-
# pes” df these ¢ ruling seniors*.” . .
. Ursinus, an eminent German divine,"ﬁwho"lived'
- ‘about. the same time with Zuzher, #n-enumerating
‘thé. officers of the church, ds laid down . the word

- of God, speaks of ruling Elders and .Deacons, The

former be defines to: be -officers ¢ elected :by. the
“-voice of ‘the ;church, S0 -assist in condneting dise:-
“ pline,and to erder avariety of necessary matters '
¢ inthe church.” -'And the latter;as officers, ‘“elect-
 ¢d by the charch, to zdke'care nf the poor, and to

“dutnbutealmrr”w-*w ' : Lo

Afher this view of the opmions of some of»tbcnmst
dntmgumd reformers and ozhers, in favour: of the
office of ruling Elders, you will not be surprised to
hear, that the great body of the reformed churches
Adopted, and have always maintained, this class of
-officers. Instead of. being invented by. Calvin;, as
‘the enpmes .of that great man have insinmated; and .
instead of being confined, as some seem - to imagine,
“to Geneva and Scotland, they were pemsrally itre-. -
' ® ot Eocles, Par xz, Lib, i Trait 5. Cap 4 Seet £ 541 & %7 -

} Corpus Doclrine. 'Par.iiip.781. .. -, 7
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duced, with the reformation, by Lutherans as. well
as Calvinists ; and are generally retained to the pre-
sent day, in almost all the protestant churches, ex-
cepting that of Eno*lgnd 'We have seen that the
Waldenses, the Hussites, and the Bokemian Breth-
ren, had them, long before Calvin was born. - It is
notorious that the reformed -churches of Germany,
France, Hollind, &c. received this class of Elders
early, and expressly represented them in their public
confessions, as founded on the word of God. And
it is a fact equally notorious, that the Zutherans, as
well as the Presbyt;eriam in our own country, have,
at this hour, lay Elders to assist in the government

‘and discipline of the church. ' The truth'is, that at
‘the period of the reformation, thrée fourths of the
‘whole protestant world declared in favour of - this
class of Elders ; not merely as ezpedient, but as ap-

pointed in the apostolic church, and as necessary to
be restored. And to the presént time a décided ma-
]orlty of protestants mamtam the samé oplmon and
pl‘actlce '

4. Ruling Elders, or efficers of a sumlar kind,
are INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY in evéry well or-
dered congregation. The laws which are appointed
by Christ for the government and edification of his’
people, cannot be executed, without such a class of -
officers in fact, whatever name they may bear. And
that which is the necessary result of a divine institu-

tion, is of equal authority with the institution itself.
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All powers indispensable to the executxon of laws
whrcb an mﬁmtely wise Governor has enacted, must
be cpnmdered as lmphed in those laws, even should
they . not be formally specified, ‘

l.“'g

Thc dmcxplmq Qf the church is an orqunce of

N IS

Chrrst to which every member of i itis bound to sub-
mit.- But dlsclplme caunot be exerclsed w1th wm-
dom, and with. ,gunctuahty, if there be o ald glven
ta the pastor, in mamtammg 1t. To say nothing of
- the nnwﬂlmgnes; which_every dlscreet p?stor w1§l
. feel, to be the gply, a actlve and responsxble Jpersorxﬂrn
.sp, of t.he mexped;ency of deposxtmg S0 much power
~ with an individual ; it is plain that the- pastor can-
not be every where, or know every thmg He can-
not. so. watqh over ‘the people of his charge, 'as 10
know, from his own observahon the cbaracter and k
copduct, of every famlly, and every membex of hxs‘
church. He must read ; he must prepare for the
services of the pulpit; he must perform his varlous
public labours ; he. must employ muych time in pri- -
vate, in instrugting and counsellmg those who app]y
0 him for msguctwn apd ¢ounsel ; and. he must act
his,part jn the,general .concerns of the whole church‘
with which she is connected.. Now it is unpossrble
for him to do this, and, at the same time, to watch
over everyindividustin the church, in such a magner’
s to be able, ‘from_ his own knowledge, tg exercise
 strict, 1mpart1a'1 “and ‘efticient drsclphne ané itds .

D
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equally impossible that the mereiful Head of the
church should require this to be done, without pro-
viding him. with some auxiliaries in inspection and
govesnment. . It is in vain to.say, that the whole
body -of the church are his ausiliaries. We all
know the reluctance of men to go forward and take
.an active part, in' cases.of discipline, even where
they.are officially bound to the performance of this
duty. Bat thet whichis incumbent'on ro particular
individual ‘more than andther ; that’ which egually
belongs -to every member of a whole religious com-
munity, will generally be found to be either entirely
neglected, orimperfectly performed. There is, then,” -
‘muich and weighty reason, in faveur of, what we know
to be a divine ordinance, that in every congregation
there be appointed g bench ‘of rulers, who shall as-
. sist the pastor in visiting, inspecting, judging, cen-
~ suring, and absolving ; and who shall, with him, be
invested with authonty over the flock commmed to
thenr care®*. = ) , .

Further the representatwc pnnclple is a most
impottant one in the constitution of the christian
church. It is essential.to the system of graces It
‘was known to the'Old Testament church; and. it
is clearly e;};nbited in the New Testameut Scﬂptures.

. * The Aulprukum Mmuknuldﬁng. Mﬁe nbmuo
otuvenl nntmoesmthispmgnyh, andmthe subsequent one,. is taken -
from « manuseript of his leartied and excolient friend, the Bev. Dr. .u'm

Pm of the Heformed l’mb,mcm& &hm



ment the.whole body, and to assist the pastor in
presenmghs order, purnty, una peace

- We cad haﬁlly bave a Better . comment ‘on tbese

p_rmclples, ‘than the practice of those churches which

reject ruling ‘Elders. Our Episcopal brethren reject
them ; but they are obliged to have their vestry-men

and churclz»wardem, who perform many of the du-
~sies belonging to.such . ZKiders.. Owur. Congregational
brethren also feject this-clavs of church officers ; but
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such officers. as those in question were appointed by
_the Apostles ; or that mieans acknowledged by the
practicé of all to be indispensable, in conducting

' &beaﬂ’mrs of the chmh, qem forgomn orleghcwd.,

Such -are.some of lhe argmnents by whxch we con-
slder,oumelm as warrasted in: retaining the office
of ruling or lay Elder in-the church.. Nay, we.not =
only retain this office ; but we consider it as an ap-.
pointment of high importance. Importaat, because
every appointment of God is so; and -because we
have no doubt that it is more immediately and close-
ly conrected, with the edification and weélfare of the
body-of -Christ, than is generatly imagined; even by
many of-the warmest friends:of .our truly- pnmmva
and. scnptural Church SR

You will notmuppwe, howem, wlnle we mah
these remarks, that. we eitlier deny the christian -
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- character, or doubt the validity of the acts, of those
churches whith diseard: the officerin guestion.  We
judge them not:~ On'the ¢ontrary, we: reapect and
leve them. But we are fully porewadedin.onr own
minds ; snd we claim the privilege of saying, with
affectionate deference to:those sister charches who

,' are of a different mind, that all ourrésearches in the
‘sneved. volume, and in. christian. antiquity, confirmi
us in the great peiwciples of the system: which-we
haqe; adoptcd —Let us now pmeed, ' '

II To ﬁonmder the pature md extent of tbose
DUTLES which belong to the affice of rulmg Eldcr.

The gonem daty of ml;ng' Elders is o assistithe
ngtgr in ‘the exercise of ecclesiastical  authority.
He that rulcth, let him dp it Witk diligence®, is the
sammary of his appropriate fupctions, as laid down
ip.qc:iptm'e. But,the proper elucidation of the sub-
,wct requires & more particnlar detail..

Rululg Eldars, as the represenmuves of the
chwrch, form, together with the pastor, an ecclesi-
astical coprt; to act, in all cases of 2 spiritual na-
~ tyre, in the name, and on the behalf of the church.
~ In-this gapacity, .it is their provinte to judge. of the.
qualifications of candidates for chureh membership }
to receive and disess wembers ; to watch over the

* Romans sii. 8
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parity of feithrand: mansers in those "comntitted -t
their care ; ud,!imm to'take order l‘elpécﬁng
every thing' which may be considered” as: affecting

ST L R gy e

Uuderthe generhl expressions, oﬂ"hh'.hng ovér
the spiritual interests” of the: fiock, and ' conterthig
¢ the. best ‘measures” for' prometing Rs prosperity, &
large field of vigilance, care, :aind actionis embraced.
They imply - frequent: and.seriows comsultation en
. these gveat. subjects ; enrefully. noticing .and correet-
ing every thing: that may tend t6:disorder; or-thatiés
‘contrary to edification ; digesting ‘and - exepatng
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~ But besides-these duties, which belong.to ruking
Elders, with the pastor, in their collective capagity, -
as a judicatory of the church, there are others which
are.ipcumbent on them in the intervals of their judi-
cial meetings, and by the due discharge of which
they may be constantly edifying the body. of Christ.
It is their duty to. attend to the . casg of thagse.
who are awgkened. and  ipquiring concerning their-
eternal interest; to conyerse with.them ; and, from
time to time, to give informgtion concqrmpg them
0 the pastor:. It is their duty to converse. with;
and admonish, in private, ‘thase who appear te
be growing careless, or falling ‘into habits, . in
any respect, criminal, suspicious, or umpromising,
It is their-duty to visit and pray. with. the sick; asfar
€8 their citcamatances admit, .apd to request-the at-
tendence of the pasior on the sick-nd. the dying, as
may.be Judged desirable. . It s sheir duty to visit
the  members uf the: chutch.and. theic faxmhes, ‘t0 .
converse - with then; to. inapruct: the: ignarant y to .
confirm the wavesing; to, coution the unwary ;' toen:
cograge the timid-; and to; cxmecaod animate. allf

)
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classesto a faithfal and exemplary discherge of duty. |
It is their duty to-consult-fréquently-and freelp with
their minister ; to aid hitn in’formidg wed executing
- plans for the welfare of the church; %o give -him,
from time to time, such information as he.may, nead,
‘to enable him to perforui aright his varieus-antl. me-
mentous duties ; to impart to him, with affectionate
respect, their advice ; to support him with their in-
_ fluence; ‘to defend his reprutation; to enfoyce his
admonitions ; and;, m a word, by -every means in
their power, to promote the comfart, and extead. the
usefulness of his labours. We ate next, T

- III. To ascertain the QUALIFICATIONS -proper
for those who bear tbis oﬂice in -‘the chnrch, £
It is by no means necessary that ndmg EH&»
should e aged persons. If Timorhy was an :Fideit,
thoughi so young a ‘man, that: the Apestie sxid b
him, Let no man despise thy youth;: snd:if, in
every age of the charch, young men huve :besh
considered as qualified, on the score of age, ito he
Elders that labour in the word and Hdocirine; #is
well as rule ; there can be no doukt that, yourg
5men;- “if otherwise well qualified, may. .with pro-
priety be appointed Elders to-assist i yuling. the
church of God. Nay, where such charaeters, with
~ other suitable qualifications, .are to be found, it is
expedient to introduce seme’in ‘younger life intd-the
Bldership of every chmrch, 'not only that! the;evmay
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be individuals in the. body fitted for more active
duties; but also that sottie of the sutnber may have
that kind of oficial training, and thet familiarity
With ecclesiastical business, which early information,

of one wife, having faithful children, (or as it is
,elsewhere expressed, onc.that ruleth well his own
kouse, having his children in subjection with all
gravity,) not accused df riof, of unruly, not séifs
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker,
#ot - given to fllthy lucre ; but a lover of hospztalzty,
- & lover of good men, sober, just, holy, tcmperate,
‘sound in the faith, in charity, in patzence‘*

It cannot be doubted that every member of thé

/ gbrlsuan church is bound to exhibit a holy, devout,
and exemplarylife ; to have his mind well stored with
religions knowledge ; to be able to give an answer
- toevery one that asketh a reason of the hope that
i ¢n him-;_and to avoid every thing that is ,csimina'l

d Tmul 6-—8 ii. 2 These pamges appear, on mcmg the coﬂxexipn,
to be eqnally appl‘xed to teachiiig and rﬁbng Elders,

.
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in .itself, or that may .be cauvse of offerice to his
brethren. . But it is equally manifest that all these
qualifications are still more important, and required:
in a still higher degree, in those: who are intrusted
with the spiritual inspection and regulation of the,
church. As they occupy a place of more honour
and authority than the gther members of the church ;
8o they also occupy a station qf greater responsibili-
ty. .The eyes of hundreds will be upon them as
Elders, which were not ppon thew as private chris-
tians. . Their brethren and sisters, over wham they’
are placed ‘in-the Lord, will naturally look up to
them for advice, tor instruction, for aid ip the spirit-
ual life, and for a shining example. . These expecta-
tions are reasonable, and must not be disappointed.
The qualifications of Elders, therefore, ought, ia
some good measure, to correspond with them. -

. An Elder, then, ought to be a man of i;n-
feigned and, apprgved P1ETY ; for without this,
he cannot sincerely, nor with skill, wawch over
the spiritual interests of the flock ; without this, he
is not qualified to converse with, and direct the
awakened, the. inquiring,” the anxious, the tempted,
and the doubting. He ought to bie a person of ‘6ooD
SENSE and PRUDENCE ; for without these he will be
wholly unfit to act in the vanous difficult and de- "
licate cases which may arise in' the discharge of his-
duty. An Elder of an ignorant, weak, and childish
mind, however fervent his piety, is by no means
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adapted to the station of an ecclesiastical - ruler,
~counsellor, and guide ; and he who is rash, indis-
creet, and precipitate, instead of composing differ-
ences, removing offences, turning away wrath, and
. prometing peace, will be apt:to produce’ effects in
~ the church directly of an opposite kind.- - Further ;
& ruling Elder ought to be WELL INFORMED on

the subject of evangelical truth and order. Unless
. a man be not only. orthodox iﬁ"hié’ faith, "but also
well acquainted with the doctrine and government
of the church, how can he dct . intelligently, when
called upon to judge between truth and heresy, or
efficially to decide questions of faith and discipline?
How. can he determine whether- he is -acting in con-
. formity with. the standards of his church, or in op-
. position to them? How can he determine whether
be.is promoting the peace and order, or the confu-
sion of the household of God? Again; an ' Elder
ought to be a person of that 6RAVITY and DIGNI-
TY OF DEPORTMENT, and that general WEIGHT and
RESPECTABILITY. IN . SOCIETY,  which are fitted to
command the esteem and confidence of his brethren.
Without .these qualifications, he is likely to render
but little permanent or essential service to the chureh.
Finally ; an Elder ought to be animated with an
enlightened and ardent zEaL for:the glory of ‘God,
and the interests of Lis kingdom. The design of
appointing persons to this office is, not to pay them
& compliment ; not to create the pageants of ecclesi-
astical ceremony ; but to secure .able, faithful, and



NS
diligent riilers of the church. ' To fit' them for sct-
ing in this character with eonstancy, and for perform-
ing the work which pertains to it, with . diligence

B faithfulness, and perseverance, will require ardent

zeal ; minds intent upon the work ; henrts filled
with love to Jésus, and to the souls of men; and

preferring Jerusalem above their chief joy. Unless

they are animated with this affectionate zeal ; unless
_ they are habitually impelled by an enlightened and
cordial attachment t6 the great cause in which they
are engaged, they will soon become weary of their

ying labours;

tk, visiting the si

ag over the spir

the varions judic

sk.: But:with s
. bhas been described, no labours, no trials, ne difh-
culties will move them ; neither will they count their
lives dear to themselves, so that they may finish their
course. with joy, and accomplish the work which

R they have received of tlze Lord Je.ws

From .what has been sud, we -may Jearn, -

1. The zmportancc of church gmrmnent ‘and
the propriety of gvery member of the church making
himself,"in some degree, acquainted with-eccinsins-
tical order, as well ag with evangelieal truth. Ev-
ery thing thet God has appointed is important; es
pecially every thing that relates to the houschold of
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Saith, to \be family of Ged  Yop will uot undes:
stand me to mean that the government of the chureh  °
is :as important, and enters a4z deeply inta hex vital
interests,.as her doctrine .and secy

& comparative estimate, the scri

suaded, afford no warrant, Me

ferent opinions on the subject of

vermment, and yet, in other respy

eellent and exemplary 8 practica)

equel spiritual . congalation here,

glory hereafter., Still the governy

{though the precise-farm ;of jt i§

semtigl, to. the religion of the b

af; high importance,. and worthy

ised and studied by ell. = Ifo G

dom, who dogs nethimg in yain, b

ta prescribe 2. form of

and to: exbibit. that form an nis wc

tare :to say that it is:unworthy of

" -And allow me to add, that if it b

a member of civil society not to understand the go-

" verament of the state ; much more dishonorable is it
for a member of the church, a far nobler communi-
ty, not to understand the ecclesiastical government
under whxch he lives, - - :

: wBrethren, it is'my eamest_ desire, notonly to see
you Presbyterians in principle, but also intelligent,
enlightened, well- instructéd Presbyterians. - Make
it your study, then, to-be able, not only to give an
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answer to every one that asketh a reason of the hope
that is in'you, as christians ; "but also to give a rea-
son for all those things ‘which distinguish the .de-
pomination-to which ybu -belong.” Let there be a
- -copy-of.the Confession of Faith, and Form of Go-
- wernment of our church, in' every family. Make your-
-selvés familiarly acquainted with the contents ot this
volume:; aund I verily believe you will find it, next
- to the word of *God; to” eontain the most pertect
~ summary of faith and practice that ever was drawn
~ up by the collected wisdom of the church. "I say
“ next'to the word of God :” for highly as.we prize
this excellent compend of gospel truth and order,
we' do not’ place it ona par with the msplred vo-
Yutiie'; or rather; to speak more properly, it is be- -
‘¢ause ‘'we considér it as the most correct and sound
exkhiibition, ina narrow compass, of whatthe inspired
volume ' contains, that is at présent extant, that we
ptize it so highly, and recommend it wnh such con-
' ﬁdent zeal

o

2 From what bhas been said, we mfer, that the
: oﬁice of -ruling - Elder in the church, is not only a

very konorable, but also a very important office.  If
‘the office of magistrate or ruler in civil society,. be
bighly importaat, as well as honourable, much more
so is that -of ruler in the Church of God. An El-
der, then, ought to consider himself as placed in a
most interesting station ; and when he is animated
with the spirit of that station, he has it in his power
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to serve the church, and to promote . her. iaterests,-
essentially, and in a_great variety of ways. He:
may, in fact, promote her interests in.ways, and on:
occasions, 'in which a pastor cannat; because he
¢an gain access to many who :feel some reserve in
the presence of a minister of the gospel. . Accorde

_ ingly, .it has been the happiness and .the .honour of

many Elders, by their pious example, as well as. by.
thelr prudence, wisdom, zeal, and activity, in watch«

ing over the yarious interests of the church, to ren-
der more signal and important services to the' cause
ot Christ, than many labourers in the, word and doc-

' trinq. And I an persuaded, that, if our Elders in,
general had a more just sense of the nature and, ex-
tent of thelr dunes, and if eur church-members
were more correctly mformed on this subject, . we
ahapld dally see the most indisputablg and iy
ing proof.of the. uuht.y and importance of the qﬂice,
m questlon. .

,~.».,-.‘Z‘li..v N n.'-I

8. Further; from what has been said, we.infer
that the office of ru_ling;Elders‘is an office of great re-
 sponsihility ; and that-they need the candour, .the aid,
and the prayers of the:friends of Zion. Be entreat-
ed, then, to- pray for them, and to assist them
" by every means in your pewer; and .ever. bear
in, mind that they have a difficult task to per-
form. vae,thinksI hear one and another exclaim—.
“ Thank God, that I'am not an Elder !” But why,.
my friend, think or express yourselt thus ? Because



{ @ )

yeis are fotan Elder, csa Yos deceive yourself sv:
far as to magiae that you are free from responsibi-=
ty? Are you a professing -christian? And are you:
not, as sachi, hound to employ evéry faculty and ev~
ery privilege for God ? Arve 'you not, &8 swcly, bound
10 be devout, sober; exemplary, Yealous, and réady
%o coery good:work 2 Are you hot, fn short, as sueh)’
bound to remember that you dre not yolir own, dnd
te glorify Qod in’ your body and spirit which aré .
his? And even if yor are not & professor of religion;
have you no responsibility 2 Does your want of a
holy temper, and your. crimiinal neglect of christidrl
daty, free yoa from all obligation? Alas! brethren,
bé not deceived ! you are imder & tesponsibility
whith you wuy forges, which you may despise, whicH
you dndy affect to renounce ; bat which you cannot
téar off, or thfow from you. Yes; my hearers, every
one of you is ‘bound to be as pious, -as exemplary, as
boly. in all manner of conversation, as if* you wefé
Elders. The circumstance of your not béing eccle~
giestical rulers, givés you no license fo lead a care-
less life. Instead, therefore, of sayirig, ““Thank God
that I dm not an Elder I Iet the aspirations of eachr
of your hearts rather be—* O that I also might bé
“ prepared to serve God in any station in’ his”chu‘:h'
“in which he might bé pleased to plice me? O
~ *that T too might be disposed and qualified to as*
“ sist, if it were but in the humblest capacity, im
“* promofing that gteat cause for which Jesus died !
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% [ had rather be a door-keeper in the house of mg
“ God, than to dwell in the tents.of wickedness.”

. ~Fixially ; let me call ubon all‘in this assembly, and
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ders in this church: - You have heard the dutses, as
well as‘the warrant, of your office. Make it your
daily study to perform those daties with fidelity and
zeal. As private christians, you have for some time
Borne a very. important and endearing relation to
the members of ‘the church- of Christ -here as-
sembled.” But you now bear to them a new,
and stil more interesting relation. 'Think nvueh
and seriously of this relation, and of the duties
and responsibility which it infers. Strive to be
ensamples to the flock, and to walk- before them in
all the commandments and ordinances of the. Lord
" blameldss. - Shun the very appearance of evil ; and
let every part of your life and conversation testify,
that your aim is to edify the church. In conduct-
ing discipline, difficulties and painful occurresces
will arise. ' No man ever performed his duty, inany .
station, without finding these. But meet them with
: meékness,‘prudqnce, firmmess, and humble prayer,
and ‘you rieed not fear the result. Be men of pray-
er. Be much employed in studying the word. of
God. Make yourselves familiarly acquainted with
the government and discipline, us. well as the faith
of our church; and that not merely as they .are ex-
hibited in our public standards, but also as embodi-
ed in the practice of our eeclesiastical judicatories:
" 'Display yourselves, and foster in others, that public
spirit which seeks first of all, and abeve all, the
things which are Jesus Christ's, = Endure hard-
" ness as his soldiers ; looking for your reward .in
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heaven. -And God grant tat you my be embhd
to discharge your high trust, to your own comfort; ;
to-the edification of the church; and to the a.ccept‘
memdgloryofthe kmgonnon'

MY ﬁlE‘I'H:IEN OF THIS CONGBBGATIOQ;

Remember, henceforth,. ehat these wort'hy bnth-r
ten, are ‘your ecclesiastical rulers. .Always- consi-
der and honour them as such. Obey them in the
Lord. Esteem them very highly in love for their
‘work’s sake. And follow them daily with your pray-
Jers, thit God would blesn them, and make them &
blessmg Lo N

It is eamestly 10 bewished, that the importance
‘and the duties of .ruling Eiders, weré better under-
~ stood, and more suitably appreciated, than. they

generally have been, heretofore, -in our churches,
Misconceptions on this subject, are among the pu-
‘merous current mistakes which need to be corrected~
When we shall see more just views, and a more
scriptural spirit prevailing, with regard to this, as
well as other points of church order, there will be
" reason to bail them as tokens for.good. Consi-
- der your spiritual rulers, then, as set over yoa inthe
Lord. Recogmze their appropriate character and
.duties. Bear in mind the difficulties with ‘which
they will have to contend, And be not yareasonable
in your expectations from them.
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Many are ready to criminate Elders of the
church, for not taking ‘notice of particilar- offences;
as speedily, or in such manner, as’ they expect.

And this disposition to find fault is sometimes in-

dulged by persons who have never been so faithful
themselves as to give that information which they
possessed, respecting the alleged offences ; or who,

~ when called upon publicly to substantiate that which
thev have privately dlsclosed have drawn ‘back, un-
wﬂlmg to encounter the odium or the pam ‘of ap-'

' pearing as accusers.  Such persons ought to be the
last to criminate church oﬂicers, for supposed negli- o

genice of discipline. Can your rulers take notice of

that which never comes to their knowledge ? Or cart

you expect them, as prudent men, rashly to set on
foot a judicial and public investigation of things,
concerning which many are ready to whisper in pri-
vate, hut none willing to spéak with frankness before

a court of Christ? Besxdes, let it be recollected tbat'
the session of almost every church is sometimes ac-

tually engaged in investigating charges, in removmg
affences, and in composing differences, which many

suppose they are utterly neglecting, merely because
they do not judge it for edification, in"all cases, to
proélaim- what they have done, or may bedbmg, toﬁ'

the congreaatxon at large .

Your Elders will sometimes be called--God gnnt :

that it may seldom occur !-—-But they wilf sometimes

be called, to the painful exercise of discipline. ‘Be’ '

~
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not offended with-them for the performance.of this
duty. - Add-niot to the bitterness.of thie task; by. dis-
covering & resentful temper, or by indulging: . re-
proachful language, in return for their fidelity.. Be-
lieve me, the nattite of the. duty is sufficiently, self-
denying and distressing, without rendering it more
8o by unfrieadly treatment.  Receive their private
warnings and admonitions, - with candour, and. affec-
tionate submission.. Treat their public acts, however
contrary to your wishes, with respect and . rever-
ence.. - If they be honest and pious men; can threy
‘do less than exercise the diseipline of Christ’s house,
against such of you-as walk disorderly ¢ Nay, if you
" be honest and pious yourselves, can you do less'than
approve of their faithfulness in exercising that dis-
eipline? Ah! if you knew:all the difficalties which
attend this part of the duty of your Eldership, you
would feel for them more tenderly, and judge con~
"eerning them more candidly and indulgently,. than
you are often dlsposed to do.- Here you bave it in- .
your power, in a very important degree, to lighten
their burdens, and to strengthen their hands.
When your Elders visit your families, for the pur-
pose of becoming acquainted with them, and of aid~
ing the pastor in ascertaining the spiritual state of ’
‘the flock, remember that it is not officious intrusion.
It i8 nothing more than their duty.  Receive them, |
not as#-you suspected them ‘of having come as spies.
and intruders, but with respect and cordiality. Con-
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viace them . by your treatment, that you aﬁeiglad to
see them ;. that you wish to emcourage them in pro-
meting the best interests -of the church; and that
you honour -them fer their fidelity. = Give them
an opportunity of seeing your children, and of as-
certaining whether your household are making pro- -
gress in the spiritual life. ~ Converse with them
freely, s with fathers, who kave no greater joy than
to see you walking in the truth. And give them
cause to retire under the pleasing persuasion, that
their labours are neither unacceptable, nor wvain in
the Lord. , v

To conclude ; never forget that there are duties
which you owe to your spiritodl rulers, a8 well as
daties which are due from them to you. Before you
impute blame to them, for any supposed remissness,
ask yourselves whether you bave beea faitbful toward
them, in giving them all the requisite information,
and in rendering them all the aid in your power?
Bear them on your hearts in your daily approaches .

_to the throne of grace. And cease not to cry might-
ily to God for a blessing upon our Church; that all
its officers may be faithful unto death; that all
its members may be living and fruitful members
of the body of Christ ; that the word and ordinances
administered here may be accompanied with divine

~ power; that the Holy Spirit may be pawred upon us

Jrom on high, and times of refreshing granted us

- from the presesce of the Lord,



(e ) ,,

Now umto Him. who is able to keep you from fal-
ling, and to present you faultiess beforethe presence
of his glory with eaceeding joy, to the only wise
God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen!





