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A SERMON,
§c.

e -1 -
2 Cor. ii. 16.

—=And who is sufficient for these things 2

IT ought to be considered as a singular favour to
our world, that God hath given to it a ministry of
" reconciliation; nor can those persons who are em.
ployed in this ministry, ever be sufiiciently humble or
thankful for the distinguished honour conferred upon
them. Should God himself speak to us immediately
from heaven, we have abundant evidence to believe
that the communication would be too dreadful for
our nature to bear. Were it done through the in-
strumentality of angels, it would be liable, in an in-
ferior degree, to the same objection : nor is it to be
supposed that these holy beings could enter into all
the feelings and sympathies which are natural to men,
who have been under the same condemnation with
others ; who are liable to the same temptations ; who
have the same foes to encounter ; are alarmed by the
same dangers, and animated by the same hopes. As
such characters would seem, from their situation and
cxperience, to be peculiarly fitted to a'urm the care-
less, and to speak a word in season w weary and

—_—
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tempted souls ; so it would appear, that the power ol
grace is more clearly seen, and the glory of God
more illustriously displayed, in carrying on a work of
such prodigious magnitude and importance, through
the instrumentality of racans so comparatively weak
and contemptible.

It was the custom of ancient conquerors, in the
celebration of their triumphs, to carry with them
their captives in chains ; ard what are faithful minis-
ters of the everlasting Gospel but conquered foes? We
see them indeed loaded, not with chains of vengeance,
as they have deserved, but bound to their divine mas-
ter by ties of gratitude and everlasting affection. Hav.
ing known for themselves the pardoning love of God,
and the power of his grace, we see them humbly
attempting far and wide to make him known, and to
extend the triumphs of his cross. Oh! it is affect-
ing to hear from the lips of such beings the messages
of eternal mercy. Once they were enemies them-
selves, children of wrath even as others, and deeply
engaged in rebellion against heaven ; but now restor-
ed to their right minds, they honour and glorify him
whom they once pierced ; and, from a principle of
iove to God and man, are willing to spend and be
spent, and to wear themselves out in the delightful
service of the Lord Jesus Christ. Of all men on
carth, it will easily appear, that these ought to be
most humble and most cngaged, not only on account
of what they once were, but also on account of the
grcatness of their work-their natural inadequacy te
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it—as well as the eternal consequences that will flow
from it to themselves, as well as others. To the dis-
cussion of this subject we are more particularly in-
vited by the passage before us. The apostle having
contemplated the success of the Gospel among the
Gentiles, returned thanks to God for himself and fel-
low-labourers, that he had always caused them to tri-
amph in Christ, and to make manjfest the,savour of
his knewledge by them in every place : for we are un-
to God, said he, a sweet savour of Christ in them
that are saved, and in them that perisk : 'to the one
we are the savour of death unto death; and to the
other, the savour of life unto life. Having thus far
viewed the importance of his work, and contrasted it
with the personal weakness and insufficiency of the
instruments employed in it, his strong feelings on the
whole subject are concentrated and expressed in the
text :—* And who is sufficient for these-things
In speaking from this subject I propose to show,

I. That the work of the f>ospel ministry is @
great work.

II. That the sufliciency of those employed in it, is
all of God.

1. That the work of the Gospel ministry is a great
work. This will appear—

From the consideration of its heing a work of di-
vine appointment.
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The author of it is the great God, the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Ho-
ly*; the blessed and only Potentate ; the King of kings,
and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwell-
ing in thelight which no man can approachunto,whom
no man hath seen, or can seet. And it is consequent-
ly a great work ; faithful ministers are called by him—
are furnished for their work by him—are sent out by
him, and in his name—and, so far as they speak his
words, and transact the affairs of hiskingdom agreeably
to their commission, they are the representatives of his
person : the good or evil done to them he considers
as done to himself’; their acceptance or rejection he
considers as the acceptance or rejection of himself,
“ Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us : we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to Godj.””—¢ He that
receiveth you, receiveth me, and he that receiveth
me, receiveth him that sent mej.”” It would be the
height of presumption for us to say this, if God had
not said it ; but it cannot now be so considered. The
greatness of that Being by whom they are sent, gives
a weight to their message, greater, far greater, than it
could derive from any other source, and clothes them
with all that power and authority which are requisite
to a faithful and dignified discharge of the duties of
their important trust.

But the greatness of this work will further ap-
pear, by the means used for its introduction into

* Is. 1vii. 15. + 1 Tim. vi. 15, 1A
1 2 Cor. v, 20, § Matt, v, 40,
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our world. The import of the Gospel is glad ti-
dings; but no glad tidings can be sent from a
holy God to sinners, considered as such; but, on
the contrary, only such as are heavy and sorrow-
ful—only such as are awful and tremendous—such
are imperiously demanded by the holy law, the in-
flexible justice, and spotless moral purity of God.
"The Gospel proclaims peace and pardon ; but there is
no peace to the wicked, and there can be no pardon
at the expense of eternal truth and justice. Whether
divine truth and justice could have been satisfied in
any other way than by the sufferings of Christ upon
the cross, is not, perhaps, for us to determine; but
that this was the best way, may be easily proved by
the event. It was a way devised by infinite wisdom ;
nor can we believe that any price less than that which
was paid, would have answered the intended purpose.
For as justice demands no less, so it takes no more
than its due. But if proclamation of mercy to our
dying world could only be made by the sufferings of
Christ upon the tree, it necessarily follows, that the
work of publishing the Gospel must be great on ac.
count of the price of its introduction. Hence, mii-
nisters are solemnly charged to take heed unto them-
selves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made them overseers, to feed the Church
of God which he hath purchased with his own blood*.

If we extend our views a bittle further, we shall find,
that this work 1s great on account of the objects which

* Acts vy, 98,
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are to be achieved by it. What these are, will ap-
pear, in some measure, from the names given to the
officers of whom we are speaking. They are styled
Ministers, because they are the servants of God, and
of the Church: Bishops and Pastors, because they
are called to perform all the duties of the pastoral, or
shepherd’s office ; ¢ to strengthen that which is dis-
eased, to heal that which is sick, to bind up that
which is broken, to bring again that which is driven
away, and to seek that which is lost*. To feed the
sheep, to feed the lambs of Christ, is their blessed
employment. They are styled Ambassadors, be-
cause they are authorized by the great God to pro-
pose in his name, a Treaty of Peace to sirners, writ-
ten with his hand, and sealed with his bluod : Stew-
ards of the mysteries of God, because 1t is their duty
to hold and use the keys of knowledge and discipline,
and to bring out of their treasure things new and old :
Watchmen, because they are stationed on the walls of
the holy city, to give notice of danger, and to guard
its internal peace, as well as external security: and
Angels of the Churches, because they bear the trc.-
mendous messages of the living God to his peoplc.

The objects of this ministry may be considered as
referring to God, to men, or to other beings, and are all
grand and impressive. As this ministry refers toGod.,
it is intended to bring in to his name a revenue of in-
expressible and eternal glory : in the cross of Christ,
which it exhibits, mercy and truth have met toge-

* Ez. xxxiv.
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ther; righteousness and peace have kissed each other ;
and the triumphs of grace by the word are more
splendid, and will glorify the divine attributes more
than all other judgments and mercies. As it refers
to men, this ministry, weak as it is in itself, and con-
temptible, 1s, nevertheless, destined by him who err-
eth not in counsel, to give light to a benighted world:
“ for after that in the wisdom of God, the world b¥
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God, by the fool-
ishness of preaching, to save them that believe¥.”—
Yes, brethren, it will raise the dead in trespasses and
sins to a life of righteousness: for the hour is com-
ing, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God, and they that hear shall livef.
1t is therefore intended to convince, convert, and
humble sinners under the mighty hand of God; to
reconcile and restore them to his image and favour ;
and having believed, then to build them up in holi-
ness and comfort, and to guide them through all the
perils of the wilderness, to their everlasting home :
and not only so, but as it is the savour of life unto
life to some, it will -evintually prove the savour of
death unto death to others. OQOur Lord declares that
it will judge sinners in the last dayi, and add, in an
awful degree, to the condemnation of the finally im-
penitent. This is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light—this is the condemnation! as if there was
no other ground for such a sentence, beside the re-

* 1 Cor. 121, + John v. 25. 1 John xil. 48,
B
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jection of the Gospel ; and the idea conveyed by this
mode of expression certainly is, that no sin is com-
parable, in point of malignity and deadly effect, to the
~ sin of unbelief.

As to the effects of this ministry on other beings ;
it has agitated and impressed, and continues to agi-
tate and impress both heaven and hell, those opposite
and distant worlds ; how far, the light of eternity
will develope.

Jacob saw in vision a ladder extending from hea-
ven to earth, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon it: striking emblem of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and of the union of heaven and earth
in him*. We are also expressly informed, That the
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that
fear himt-—That they are all Ministering Spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be Heirs of
Salvationf. And our Lord himself assures us-—
“ There is joy in the presence of the Angels of God,
over one sinner that repenteth{.”” Ncow, all this inter-
course of heaven and earth, is, for obvious reasons,
indissolubly connected with the ministry of reconci-
liation.

As it respects infernal powers, this ministry is in-
tended not only to curb and control, but also to destroy.

* (ren. xxvili. 1 Psal. xxxiv. 7.
| Heb, i, 14. § Luke xv. 10.
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the works of the devil and his angels; to rescue their
prisoners; to let the oppressed go free; to break their
chains to atoms, and scatter them to the winds : in a
word, it is calculated and intended to produce joy in
heaven, wonder on earth, and despair in hell.

But the greatness of this work will also appear from
the qualifications which are required to perform it.
Men may be qualified for other employments by
the cultivation and exercise of natural talents. But
this work requires not only such natural talents as
are suited to its genius, and such acquired talents as
are within reach of human power and industry, but
also such as are wholly supernatural, and come from
God alone. All these qualifications are summed up
in this one comprehensive promise¥*— I will give
you Pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed
you with knowledge and understanding.”” A pasToOR
after God’s heart, implies not only negative qualifica-
tions, such as are noticed by the apostle in his cha.
racter of a Bishop, in 1 Tim, iii. ; but also such po-
sitive principles and habits as shall render the servant
of Christ godlike, If any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he can be none of his; and if this is re-
quired in Christians generally, it is certainly required
of .those who minister at the altar. Without the
Spirit of Christ we cannot acceptably perform the
least duty of our holy religion.  This is a' fact not
to be controverted ; and if so, how shall we perform,
in such a state, those higher duties which are attached

* Jer, iil. 15.
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to the sacred office? Without the Spirit of Christ
we are blind ; but how shall the blind lead the blind,
without imminent danger to both? Waithout the
Spirit of Christ, we know nothing of the way of salva-
tion ; how then shall we point out that way to others, or
zuide inquiring souls through the intricacies of a
troubled world ? How shzll such a character either
think or act with God, and for him ? How can he
feel for the glory of God, or take a lively interest in the
salvation of men? He will not, he cannot; because the
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject
to the Law of God, neither indeed can be *. In this
work all the pride of human learning, connected
with all the fire of natural genius, are insufhicient.
Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God t: and how
then shall he be intrusted with its interests ?

But that we may not mistake in a matter of so
great moment, and attribute that zeal to the Spirit of
God, which is the offspring of ignorance or fanati-
cism in misguided men, the Pastor according to
God’s heart, is described as feeding the flock with
knowledge and understanding. The subject-matter
of his preaching is, Jesus Christ and him crucified ;
embracing the whole counsel of God, as contained in
the Scriptures, and that opened up and applied in a
plain, able, practical manner, so as to preserve the
analogy of faith, and to be consistent with himself, as
well as with the attributes of God. Holy Paul de-
clared to the Elders of the Church of Iiphcesus, that

* Rom. vili. 7. T USRI
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hz had not shunned to declare unto them all the
counsel of God*. Aund to the Church of Corinth,
he said, “ My speech and my preaching was not
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in de-
monstration of the Spirit, and of power; that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of Godt.”

Now, if any man supposes these qualifications to be
common, he errs, not knowing the Scriptures, nor
the power of God. The Apostle Paul did not think
so ; eminent men have shrunk from the pastoral office,
and have even fled from the importunities of the
Church; and, I will venture to assert, that therc 1s
not a faithful minister on earth, who does not trem-
ble at his situation.

This leads me, finally, to observe, that this work
is great in the view of our final accountability. A
great trust necessarily involves such accountabulity,
-—¢* Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto
the House of Israel; thercfore hear the word at my
mouth, and give thein warning from me. When I say
unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die; and thou giv-
est him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wick-
ed from his wicked way, to save his lifc; the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood
will I require at thine handf.” “The man who can
hear these words, and reflect on their import, and the

* Acts xx.27. 1 1 Cor.i1.; iv.5. | Lzck. iii 17,18.
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blood 1s not chilled 1n his veins, must have a bad
head, or an unfeeling heart.

Our hearers ought to be considered, all of them, as
. embarked for eternity, and as carried toward the aw-
ful precipice of death and judgment, by a stream too
mighty to admit of even momentary counteraction
or delay ; if ever we hope to be useful to them, we
must be so now ; in a moment they may be out of
sight, and out of the reach of our cry, or we our-
selves may be swept away by the flood, and hurried
into the boundless abyss of eternity. The worth of
the soul is great, and this also must enter mto our
calculation, in weighing the accountability of minis-
ters. Christ died to redeem it; he himself valued it
at the price of his blood, and declared that the whole
world could not pay for the loss of one soul. Such
a loss 1s dreadful! such a loss is irretrievable ! What
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul, or what shall & man give in ex-
change for his soul? If, then, the blood of onc soul
1s required at the hands of any sinner, will it not be
like a mill-stone round his neck ? Will it not be likc
the fall of a world upon him in the day of final rc.
tribution of Almighty God ?

This work, thercfore, 1s a great and arducus work.
Contrast it with the characters emploved in it, and
you cannot but perceive an infinite disparity.  Who
arc the ministers of Christ, but sinful men? What
are they but dust and ashes, and children of wrath.
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by natuve, even as others ? They carry with them
the treasure of the Gospel, but it 1s in earthen ves-
scls¥.,  They cannot arrogate to themselves the glory
of success in their work : they might as well assume
the hcunours of creation, or of providence. So,
then, neither is he that planteth, any thing ; neither he
that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase. All
their suficiency i1s of God ; he has promised to be
with them alway, even unto the end of the worldf,
and is faithful to his promise. “They are not sent on
a warfare at their own charges}, but are duly qualifi-
éd for 1t, and blessed in it ; so that, whilst on the one
hand they are taught their dependence, they are also,
on the other, enabled to do great things, in the name-
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. In that name, the
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk ; the le-
pers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to
them § with power and effect.

From the whole of this subject, we may learn,

1. That the situation of a Gospel minister is a
very awful one. ,

An idler may enter into the labours of the vine-
yard, in hopes of finding bowers of ease ; a novice, to

* 2Cor.1v. 7. 1 Matt. xxviij. 20.
1 1 Cor. ix. 7. § Matt. xi. 5.
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wratify his prldc or a vain man, to preach hlmsclf
On such men, ;the ministry of reconciliation may sit
easy ; but serlous -and laborious servants of Christ
have a weight upon their souls that will bend them,
like, the loaded grain of the harvest-field, into the
very ‘dust of humility : they have views of thé sacred
office that astonish them ; they see a responsibility in
it that makesthem tremble. Ar.e they to go forth in the
name of the Most ngh God, the Creator and Gover-
nor of heaven and of garth ? What knowledge of his
character and will must they possess, before they can
teach others' ,i.,l_,hat hohness of life, and prudence
are required, to support with dignity their sacred of-
%ce ! Are they engaged in a work which cost the hu-
miliation, the tears, the “Tabours, the cxpiring groans
“of the;Son of God? What activity, what labour,
what earnestness in winning souls to Christ, should
mark every day of their lives, and every step in the
prose@tlbn of their work! Does the everlasting life ar
everlasting death of sinners depend, under God, on
their ministry, the trlumph of heaven,and the torments
of hell 2 how careful to avoid whatever might obstruct
or hinder such a work ! How diligent to pursue the
best means, to accofplish in the best manner the great
end of their calling! Are they, in themselves, consi-
dered inadequate ? How  should this" circumstance
drive them to a throne of grace, clothe them with
humlhty ‘and excite an earnest solicitude to be
strengthened and qualified by God himself with all
the gifts und graces of his Spirit! Arc they account-
able ? how necessary, then, that their eyes should be
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carefully and steadfastly fixed upon the throne of final
judgment!

And 0 my God ! who is sufficient for these
things 2, The man who is not interested for characters,
placed in such an awful situation, has not the under-
standing of a man; h@ not the feelings of a man; at
least, not of a Christian man. From thxs subjecl

then, we may, also,

R i

Chrlst.

Sinners ought, undoubtegly, to hear them, to re-
pent of their sins, and believe in the’ Lord'Jesus%:
Christ, without a moment’s delay, for fear I mo:"
ment should seal their everlasting destruction. The
professing people of God should endeavo% 7] ngal
ire their situation, and to consider them as Iﬁed n
the fore front of the hottegg battle ; bbjccts of scorn
to a deluded world ; ObJCCtS of hatred to envenomed
hell. They ought not to look for more from them
than they have a rxght to expect; but, with their
heavenly Father, consider their frame, and remem.-
ber that their ministers are dust. It is their duty
to prize themwr hlghly, in love, for their work’s sake ; to
sympathize in their aflictions ; and to pray with them,
and for them. In a word, like Aaron and Hur, it is
their duty to hold up their hands, ’till Israel shall
have prevailed, and the God of Isracl shall have
taken vengeance on his foes. For all this they

n

£
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have thc warrant of sound reasbn, as WelI as the
directid u Vt.l‘le_,word of God; and, in dutiful
comphance withsthat direction, %all in no . wise:
lose their reward, That Savxour, in “whose name;
afid Tor whose sake, these labours of love are per- |
formed--he will remember them; yes, hé will remem. = o
 ber them, not only through the Wéarisome journies of
"’;gghe wﬂdcmess, but also in that Great Day, when Mi-

" higters and People s all faq.e each___other at the bar of
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~ INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

......

& F;&

WE are gssembled for the purpose of ordaxmng
and mstallmg* a Minister of the Gospel. Mr. GarpI-
NER Serff 6g a candidate for:the holy miniziry,
~ from the comthonwealth of Massachusetts, having
“declared his acceptance of a call from this church;
having put Mself under the care. of the Presbytery
of N ew-York ; and havmg passed ‘with fipprobation
the customary trial¥ previous -to ordination; the
Presbytery have been pleasecf & §oive that he be
ordaingd and installed on this day. And according-
ly, to tHis solemn transaction we are now about ta
proceed. LI

K
i

Ever since the establishment of the Church upon
carth, there has been a distinct order of men, com-
missioned by its great King and Head, to preach hig

~ Gospel, and to administer his ordinances. Accord-
ing to his gracious promise, a succession of these mi-
nistcrs has been continued to the present day; and
we have the fullest assurance that they will be con.
tinued to the end of the world ; and that He Who hath
appointed them will be with them always.

Caoncerning the office which this order of mep
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:austum, and to which we are about to set apart.a bro-
ther, the public standards of our Church speak n the
llowi r:

!f wing manne | w %

“ The Pastoral oﬁlce is the ﬁrsé in the Chgrch
“ both'for dignity and usefulness. The person%:wno
¢ fills this office hath, in Scripture} obtained " differ-
. ent names, expressive of his various duties. As
- “ he has the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is
“ termed Bz's/zop. As he feeds them with spititual -
“ food, he is termed Pastor. As he serves Christ ./
“ in his Church, he is termed M; m.yter Asitishis’
“ duty to be grave and prudent, and an ‘example of
“ the flock, and to govern well in, the house and
“ kingdom of Christ, he is termed Presbyter or El.
““ der. As he is the messenger of God, he is termed
“ the Angel of the Church. As he is sent to de-
“ clare the will of God to sinners, and to beseech
“ them to be reconciled to God thyough Christ, he
“ 1s termed Ambassador. And as he dispenses the -
‘¢ manifold grace of God, and the ordinances insti-
“ tuted by Christ, he is termed Steward of the mys-
“ teries of Gc%?!*.” ‘

€

[ .Y

To ordain a minister, is to set him apart to thé
ministerial office. It is, in a formal and authoritative
manner, to invest him with the power to preach the
Gospel, to dispense the sacraments, and to adminis-
ter the discipline of Christ’s housc. To instal a

* Form of Government, Chap. 111
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winister, is to constitute him the pastor, ovcrséer or
bishop of a particular flock. In the present instance,
both these transactlons are to take place with respect
to the same person. We are about to ordain a re-" "
spected brother to the work of the holy ministry in
general and to instal him the pastor of this Church

Ordination is the appropriate work, not of any in-
dividual, by whatever name he may be called, but of
a Presbytery ; *that is, of a plurality of Presbyters or,
Ministers, regularly assembled, and acting under the
authority of Christ. In this muanner Zimothy was
ordained ; for he is thus addressed by the apostle
Payl, his spmtual father : Neg lect not the gift that is
in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the
ling on of the hands of the Presbytery*. In this
manner, also, Pau/ himself, and his colleague, Bar-
nabas, were set apart to the, mimisterial work : for we
are informed, in the thirtcenth chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles, that while scveral persons were minis-
tering to the Lord in the Church at Antioch, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them. wAnd when they
had fasted, and prayed, and laid their hands on them,
they sent them away. Nay, we arc persuaded, and
confidently afirm, that no case of ordination is to be
found, either in the New Testament, or in any of the
carly uninspired writcrs, but what was performed by
a Presbytery, that 1s, as before explained, by a ple-
rafity of ministers, who had been themselves pre-

¥ 1 Tim, 1v. 14,
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wously set apart to the sacred office*. And although
We dare not pronounce other modes of ordaining
exther unlawful or invalid; yet we consider it as
; wisest, as safest, and, certainly, as incumbent on us,
~ to follow with simplicity the apostolic and primitive
model. It is enough for us to know, that the more
deeply and impartially we examine the sacred Vo-
lume, and the writings of the early Fathers, the more
abundant evidence will be found, that the plan of or-
daining ministers, and governing the Church, by
means of Presbyteries, was the Apostolic plan; and,
of course, that we, as Presbyterians, Agve not _follow-
ed cunningly devised fables, but have adopted the
very model, in all its essential parts, which the Holy
Ghost, by the ministry of mspxred men, prescnbed
to the Church. &

" By the act of setting apart to office by the vlayz'ng
on of hands, we do not pretend to impart those super-

* Besides the instances already mentioned, it is express-
ly stated, that Peuland Barnabas, in the course of their mis-,
8ion, JOINTLY or%ned elders in every city. And although
the friends of prelacy assers that Timo#hy alone ordained in
Ephesus, and that Titus alone ordained in Crete ; yet they
have never produced the smallest Arogf in support of this
assertion; nor can they producc it. Neither the facts re-
corded, nor the strain of exhortation in the Epistles directed
to those two Lvangelists, furnish the least ground for such a
conclusion. In fact, the whole argument in favour of pre-
lacy, drawn from the missions of Zimothy and Zitus, is, in
its best form, ncither more nor less than a mere begging of
the question in dispute.
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natural gifts which frequently attended the laying on
of the Apostles’ hands. But we retain this rite in
adherence to apostolic precedent; for the sake of
more formally designating the person ordained ; and
also for the purpose of imparting to him, in a more
solemn and impressive manner, his ecclesiastical com.
mission, so far as it is an act of the Church. To this
solemnity we now proceed. May the great King of
Zion preside in the midst of us, and send forth his
Holy Spirit into every heart!

Before we proceed, however; to clothe the Servant
of God before us with the ministerial character, and
to invest him with the pastoral charge of the Church
here assembled, we are required, by the constitution

under which we act, to propose to him, and to the
people about to be committed to his care, the follow-
ing questions, which they are requested to answer as
in the presence and fear of the great Searcher of

hearts.

[Here the Questions prescribed by the « Form of
““ Government and Discipline of the Presbyterian
“ Chureh,” were proposed to the Candidate and to the
Congregation ; to which immediately succeeded the
Ordination Prayer, accompanied with ¢ the laying on
¢ of the hands of the Presbytery.” Mr. Serive
was then, in the name of the Presbytery, declared
to be the regular Pastor of the Church, and received

the following]
D
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CHARGE.

REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER,

YOU are now to consider yourself as clothed with
the character and authority of a Minister of the ever-
lasting Gospel, and as invested with the pastoral care
of this Church of Christ. May what has now been
done on earth be ratified in heaven! And may you

long, very long, have reason to rejoice in the trans-
action of this day !

We doutt not that, in the multitude of your
thoughts within you, the awful solemnity and respon-
sibility of the ministerial office have deeply impress-
ed your mind. But allow me to say, that however
deep, however serious, or however tender your re-
flections on this subject may have been, they have
not exceeded, they have not equalled the reality.
You have engaged in a task, and have come under
vows, which, I had almost said, are enough to make
an angel tremble! The Lord be with you, my bro.
ther! inspire you with wisdom; gird you with
strength ; animate you in your arduous labours ; and

make you a rich and permanent blessing to his
Church!

The office which you hear is an horourable one—
the most honourable that can be borne by a mortal.
But the honour which belongs to it, is not of that
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kind which worldly men either covet or appreciate.
It consists, not in shining in the circles of science or
fashion; not in having a name emblazoned on the
roll of fame ; not in filling the uppermost rooms at
Jeasts ; not in receiving greetings in the markets, nor
in being called ¢f° men, rabbi, rabbi. No, it is of an
higher and nobler kind. Your honour lies in bearing
aresemblance to your Master, and particularly in going
about, like him, doing good. Your laurels consist in
conversions ; in having the blessing of those that are.
ready to perish coming upon you. 'The highest eulo-
gium ever pronounced on a minister of the Gospel is
that which was applied to Barnabas of old : He was
a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith,
and much people was added to the Lord*.

You will perceive from the strain of this eulogium,
that it is not enough for a minister to be merely a man
of riETy. He ought to be a man of fervent and
eminent piety ; a man full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith ; a man burning with love for Christ, and with
zeal for immortal souls; a man habitually willing to
make every sacrifice for the advancement of his Mas-
ter’s cause. While, therefore, you strive to promote
the instruction and edification of others, remember
that it is of the utmost importance that you watch
with primary and especial care over your own heart ;
and that you make it your daily study to grow in
orace, and in nearness to GGod, as well as in other
mmisterial acquirements. Remember that the more

* ,I\Cts Xio 4‘0
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frequently and impartially you examine the founda-
tion of your own hope towards God ; the more deep-
ly and habitually you converse with your own soul;
the more humbly and affectionately you live by faith
on Jesus Christ, as a practical believer ;—the more
pleasant as well as profitable, may you expect to find
your whole ministry ; the sweeter, in this case, will
be the work of recommending the Saviour to your
fellow-sinners ; the better will you know how to di-
rect the awakened, the inquiring, the tempted, and
the doubting ; the more likely will you be to exhibit,
in the sacred desk, that sanctified apostolic eloquence,
which no rules of art can produce; the more easy
and delightfal will be all your labours of love; the
lighter will trials appear when you are called to en-
dure them; and the greater will be the probability,
speaking after the manner of men, that your minis-
trations will be crowned with abundant and visible
success.

The station in the Church to which God, in his ho-
ly providence, has assigned you, is attended with im-
portant adivantages, for which you will be account-
able. It is none of the least of these, that you are
associated in your pastoral charge with an aged and
venerable Servant of Christ, who has had long expe-
rience in the ministry, and whose praise 1s in all the
Churches. And although he is too far advanced in
life to admit of the hope that he will diminish your
burden by taking an active part with you in public
Tabour; yet, we trust, you will be not a little profit-
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ed by his fervent prayers, by his paternal counsels,
and by the lustre of his leng and exemplary life,
And when he shall ascend to his Father and our Fa.
ther, to his God and our God, may the mantle of

Elijah fall upor: Elisha, and leave no reason to say,
Where is the Lord God of Elijah?

Another advantage attending your situation is, that
you are connected with a people who, we have every
reason to believe, will prove a comfort to you in the
Lord. Having myself borne a pastoral relation ta
them for more than fift en years, I am able to say, and
consider it as my duty to say, that I am persuaded
you will find them a harmonious, an aifectionate, a
kind; and an induigent people. The tenderness with
which they received and treated me, when I came to
them, an inexperienced youih; the liberality with
which they ministered to my comfort; and the more
than kind forbearance which they manifested toward
the numerous infirmities and defects of my ministry,
1t were unseasonable to attempt, on the present occa-
sion, to acknowledge; but they will never cease to
impress me with gratitude while I have a memory to
recollect, or a heart to feel. Nor can I forbear to
felicitate a Brother on being brought into the same -
interesting relation with a Society who haye given
such undoubted pledges of their disposition to pro-
mote the happiness and the success of their minister.

It is a further ground of congratulation, that your
Int 15 cast in a portion of the Church where the Gos-
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pel has long been preached in its purity, and where a
disposition and habits favourable to the reception of
evangelical truth prevail in 2 more than usual degree.
Though the unsanctified heart is, every where, op-
posed to the pure and simple doctrines of the cross ;
yet there are favoured districts of our country in
which these doctrines have been so long and faithfully
preached, that the current of public opinion is strong-
ly in their favour ; and even those who have never
been brought to feel their power, or cordially to love
them, expect, and even demand them from the lips of
their teachers. Such a favoured spot is the City
in which we live. Whilst we are compelled to say
of some other places, once the renowned seats of
truth and piety, How is the gold become dim, and the
most fine gold changed ! Whilst we have the mortifi-
cation to see the faith once delivered to the saints op-
posed and ridiculed by the degenerate sons of some
who suffered the loss of all things for that faith; it is
our happiness to .vitness among curselves, perhaps, a
more fricndly disposition toward the truth as it is in
Jesus, than at any former period.  Here, the minister
who is disposed to preach the Gospel plainly and
faithfully, is sccure of a favourable hearing. Here,
when you place the crown on the Redeemer’s head,
and lay the sinner in the dust of abasement, you will
find in the habits and prejudices of the worldly, as
wcll as in the heart of the cnlightened believer, an ad-
vocate of your fidelity. |

But, amidst all these advantages, your lebour wiHll'
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Be arduous, and you will be no stranger to trials, per.
haps to heavy trials. No minister is wholly without
them ; nor can you expect your case to be an except-
ed onc. They will come, in one form or another,
Prepare to meet them with the spirit, and with the ar-
mour of a good soldier of Jesus Christ.—To see
your ministry apparently unprofitable to many of
those who attend upon it; to be borne down with the
distressing thought, that, in the great day of the Lord,
you will be compelled to rise up in judgment against:
some who listen to your voice from sabbath to sab-
bath ; to bear with the infirmities of the weak, and
the perverseness of the wicked ; to treat with becom-
ing meekness the unreasonable expectations of
friends, and the malignant hostility of opposers; to
accommodate one’s self to all the diversified forms
of prejudice, of carelessness, of ignorance, and of
folly ; to encounter the numerous difficulties which
are apt to arise in administering discipline with a firm,
steady, and impartial hand; and, in a word, to set
one’s face as a flint against every thing, in such a
fashionable and licentious city as this, that appears
hostile to the cause of Christ all these will be
found trials, demanding much patience, much forti-
tude, much prayer, and much aid from above.

But be not discouraged. Your Master is able to
give you aid and consolation according to your day.
He is able to make you strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might: and if you humbly look, and
steadily cleave to him, he will make you a congue}or,
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erd more than eonqueror. Your great business is,
to hold on in the path of duty, without turning to
the right hand or the left. As Moses was command-
ed to say to the children of Israel, when the Egyptians
were behind, the sea before, and mountains on either
side of them-——so, my brother, we say to you, on the
present occasion—@Go forward! Though men and
devils withstand you on every side, go forward, in
the name, and in the strength of the Lord of hosts,
and verily you shall overcome! Remember the
words of our blessed Master—He ¢hat will save his
hfe, shall lose it; but he that will lose his life, for
my sake, the same shall find it*.

The numerous and diversified duties which will-
be incumbent upon you, as a minister of the Gospel
in general, and as the pastor of this people in particu-
lar, I cannot attempt, at prescnt, to recount, or to in-
culcate in detail. Whether you consider yourself a3
a Watchman on the walls of Zion; as a Shepherd,
bound to feed, from sabbath to sabbath, and from
house to house, the sheep and the lambs of this flock;
as a Guide of the faith and the prayers of thousands ;
or as a member of the various ccclesiastical Judica-
tories, in which you will be called to act—vou wiil
see duties rising before you, multiplied in their num-
ber, and vast in thelr magnitude.

I preaching the Gospel, and in all your ministra-
tions, whether public or private, set the Lord Jesus

¥ Natt, xvi, 25.



(93 )

Christ himself before you, and, next to him, his in.
spired apostles, as your models. Be not afraid to tell
men, with all pluinness, of their total depravity by na-
ture, and of that state of condemnation and wrath
under which they lie while strangers to the grace of
Christ. Be not afraid to sound in their ears the thun-
ders of Sinai, as well as the still small voice of Cal.
vary. Be not backward to proclaim the humbling
and self-denying, but most glorious doctrines of free
and sovereign grace, however unpalatable they may
be to some, or whatever your fidelity may cost you.
Warn men boldly of every danger. Strive to bring
them off from every false foundation. Give them no
rest till they are brought humbled and trembling to
the foot of the-Cross : and then, and not till then, pour

into their bleeding wounds the oil of consolation, the
balm of heavenly grace.

Remember that you are, in no sense, your own ;
that you are a servant of Christ; that the Gospel
which you will preach, and the ordinances which you
will administer, are not yours, but His; and that his
Word is, at once, your commission and your guide.
Remember also the high responsibility under which
you act. The language of your Master is, Go, and
preach the preaching that I bid thee. Nay, in still
more solemn terms, he addresses every minister:
Son of Man, I heve made thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel; therefore hear the word from
my mouth, and give them warning from me. When

I say unto the wicked, thow shalt surely die ; and
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thow grvest him not warning, nor speakest to warn
the wicked jrom his wicked way, to save his life ;
the same wicked man shall die in lis imquity, but
his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou
warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wicked-
ness, he shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast de-
lvvered thy soul*.

We charge you, then, dear brother, before God
and his holy angels, preach the word; be instant
wn season, out of season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort,
with all long-suffering and doctrine. Be thou an ex-
ample to the believers in word, in conversation,in cha-
rity, in spirit, in_faith, in purity. Give attendance
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate
upon these things; give thyself wholly to them ;
that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed
unto thyself, and to thy doctrine ; continue in them :
Jor in doing this, thow shalt both save thyself and
them that hear theef. |

You are now invested with the power of ordaining
others to the holy office to which you have been your-
self set apart. This power ever has been, and ever
will be, one of the most important that can be com-
mitted to a minister of Christ. But there are periods
in which it is especially important. Such a period is
that in which we live. The harvest truly is great.

* Ezekicl ili, 17-=20.

t‘ ! Tl.”lo i\,". 103"’-]60 '-43 .7',.})1u iv. Ql
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but the labourers are few. 'The call for more la-
bourers was never so loud or so urgent as at the pre-
sent hour.  Under these circumstances there is dan-
ger of so far yielding to public and private importu-
nity, as to thrust forth unqualified labourers into the
harvest. Let your personal exertions and your of-
ficial acts, be steadily directed against this error. For
an error it is, to imagine that we really serve the
Church of Christ, under any circumstances, by giv-
ing her unqualified ministers. Lay hands suddenly
on no man* ; neither be thou partaker of other men’s

sins: keep thyself pure.

* 1 Timothy v. 22. The advocates of diocesan Episcopa-
cy found an argument, on the exhortation contained in this
verse, in favour of their cause. Tixey contend that, as the
Apostle cautions 7imothy against laying hands suddenly on
any man, (which all agree refers to ordination,) that, there-
fore, Timothy ALoNE was empowered to ordain at Efihesus.
The exhortation being directed to him, say they, proves that
with him the sole power of transmitting ecclesiastical au-
thority, in that Church, was deposited. Now it happens
" that Presvyterians seldom or never ordain a minister by zke
laying on the hands of the Presbytery, without charging
their newly admitted brother, among other things, to be cau-
tious how, as a member of Presbytery, he exercises, in his
turn, the ordaining power with which he is invested. They
gencrally repeat, as is done above, the very words of the
Apostle addressed to Timothy. But does this prove that the
minister thus charged, is competent ALONE to ordain others ?
Or suppose any one, finding this pamphlet, a hundred years
hence, should argue thus—¢ We find that the Rev. Mr. S.
¢« of New-York, when he was ordained, was charged to lay
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The duty of attending with punctuality on the Ju-
dicatories of the Church, is, at once, so highly im.
portant, and so often neglected, that I cannot close the
present address without calling your attention to the
subject. Many of our brethren in the ministry,
while they manifest a very laudable fidelity and zeal,
in the labours of the pulpit, and in the details of paro-
chial service, and while they would be ashamed to
be kept from the sacred desk, or from the house of
affliction, by obstacles of an ordinary kind ; are not
ashamed to sufter the most trivial occurrences to pre-
vent their attendance, time after time, on the judica-
tories of the Church. This negligence, whenever it
occurs, cannot fail of producing very injurious ef-
fects, not only on the ndividual who is guilty of it,
but also on the interests of the Church. It has been
said, and I believe with truth, that no minister was
ever habitually guilty of this negligence, without find-
ing both his respectability and his influence, especial-

“ hands suddenly on no man ; we conclude, therefore, that
“ he was the only Presbyterian minister in that city, who
‘“ was, thereafter, considered as clothed with the ordaining
« power.” Would not the conclusion be at once illcgitimate
in reasoning, and false in fact? Yet precisely such is the
conclusion of our Episcopal brethren. Neither they nor we
know how many persons in Ephesus, were cmpowered to
unite with Zimothy in ordaining others; but had there
been five hundred of equal authority with himself, the ex-
hortation before us would have been equally natural, and
equally proper.—This whol¢ argument, therefore, (like all
the rest, on which thc jure divino prelatists lay so much
strcss,) is, as was before observed, a mere begging of the
question.
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ly among his brethren mn the ministry, essentially im.
paired*. But the loss of personal character and
weight in the Church is not the most serious part of
the evil. The negligence of which we speak strikes
at the vital principles of our ecclesiastical govern-
ment. When Independent or Episcopal ministers
habitually ahsent themselves from the meetings of
their clerical brethren, they, indeed, manifest a cul-
pable remissness and deficiency of zeal; but when
Presbyterian ministers are chargeable with this neg-
lect, they are pouBLy culpable: because ¢iey hold,
and hold justly, that a large part of their official char-
acter and duty is immediately connected with the
judicatories of the Church, and can only be exercised
as members of them. When, therefore, they seldom
or never appear in those judicatories, they leave total-
ly, or in a great measure, unexercised, a most im-
portant part of their official duty; they violate their
ordination vows, which bind them to the judicial au-
thority of their brethren in the Lord; and they act

* « No minister in our connexion has been known by ms,
¢« who was either very useful or very respectable, that did
¢« pot give his presence at Presbytery, Synod, or Assembly,
« whenever that duty became incumbent. The reason of
¢ this seems to be, that a neglect in this particular cannot
“ take place without indicating in him who is chargeable
“ with it, a criminal want of zeal for the general interests
“ of the Church; and, at the same time, it necessax;ily de-

¢“ prives him of all general influence, confidence, esteem,
“ and afection among his brethren.” Dr. GREEN’s Charge

at the Orvdinarion of Mr, John B. Linn, and others.
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a part which directly tends to relax and destroy that
apostolic discipline and government which they have
solemnly promised to support. Never let your seat,
then, in the judicatories of the Church be found va-
cant, unless In cases of absolute necessity. By a
punctual attendance on those judicatories, you will
promote your own reputation ; become more familiar
~ with the principles-and administration of our ecclesi-
astical system, than it is possible to be from the mere
perusal of books; and often, perhaps, render ser-
vices to the Church quite as essential and important,
as by preaching the Gospel, and administering the
sacraments.

In a word, study to be an humble, spiritual, labo-
rious, faithful, able minister of the New Testament.
Let it be manifest to all that you are a man of
prayer; that you are mighty in the Scriptures ; that
you daily live by faith on that Saviour whom you
preach to others; that you keep your eye steadily fix-
ed on Him, as your Pattern and Guide; and that it
is your desire, above all things, to win souls to him,
and to glorify his blessed name.

And now, dear brother, we commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all
them that are sanctificd. May he make you faith-
ful unto death ; and when the chicf Shepherd shall
appear, may you recetce a crown of glory that
fadeth not away! simen.
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MY BRETHREN,

SOLEMN 1s the scene which we have just witness-
ed! Abundantly encouraging the evidence it affords

of God’s grace towards our country, ¢ the place of
of our father’s sepulchres*.” We do not suffer a

famine of ¢ the hearing of the words of the Lord.”
Nor do we ¢ wander from sea to sea, and from the

North even to the East, running to and fro, to seek
the word of the Lord without finding itt.” But
unto us is fulfilled that blessed promise,  thine eyes
shall see thy teachers, and thine ears shall hear a word
behind thee, saying, this is the way, walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand and to the left}.”
We have line upon line, precept upon precept, from
prophets whom the Lord sends unto us early and
late.

Another labourer has now been thrust, by the Great
Head of the Church, into the Gospel vineyard, to
cultivate it, that it may bring forth fruit meet for the

* Ncho i 30+ Amos vii. 11, 12, § Isa. xxx. 20, 21,
. "



dressers*.  Another servant is now specially com-
missioned to invite simers to the marriage-supper,
saying to them in the name of the master of the
feast, ¢¢ Come, for all things arc now readyt.”’

Among you, brethren, he is to perform his labour
of love. To you, he is to deliver the message of Al-
mighty GOD. With heartfelt pleasure, we congra-
tulatc you on the occasion. We trust the man of
your unanimous choice, is a pastor after the Lord’s
own heart ; and as such, in the name of JEHOVAH
JESUS, we have just bid him, “ God speedt.” We
trust he is a gift of the glorious Redeemer, presented
to you in answer to your supplications. As such, we
pray that he may come to you  in the fulness of the
blessing of the Gospel of Christ{.” To him, with
the ¢ laying on of the hands of the Presbyteryl,”
according to APOSTOLIC EXAMPLE, we have
transmitted full ministerial authority, with the solemn
CHARGLE, ¢ Keep that which is committed to thy
trust**.”  We have placed him over you in the
Lord, as an overseer of the flock, * to feed the
Church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own bloodtt.” We now solemnly EXHORT you
““ receive him, therefore, in the Lord with all glad-
ness ; and hold such in reputationti.”

* Heb. vi. 7. t Luke xiv. 17. § 2 John il
§ Rom. xv. 29, || 1 Tim. iv. 4, ** 1 Tim. vi. 0
tt Acty xx. 28, it Phil. 1. 29,
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Having unfolded nis duty towards you, we pro-
ceed to unfold your duty towards him. May the
Lord give you ears to hear, and grace to understand,
that his glory and your benefit may be promoted !

First of all, be thankful to God, that he has
re-established among you the ministry of his word ;
and most fervently supplicate his blessing on the
same, that it may be to you the power of God unto
salvation. He has mercifully preserved you from
disunion and ruin, during your destitute condition.
You may well adopt the language of the psalmist,
when men rose up against Israel, and say in relation
to the past, ¢ if it had not been the Liord, who was
on our side, then the waters had overwhelmed us, the
stream had gone over our soul: then the proud wa-
ters had gone over our soul*.” Bless the Lord who
hath saved you, and deeply feel that your ¢ help
1s in the name of the Lord who made heaven and
cartht.”

You have seen that a situation, however command-
ing and respectable, cannot be suppliec at human
pleasure. The Lord orders every event, ard turns
the hearts of the children of men according to his
own will. If you do not, then, first and chiefly re-
gard your pastor as the gift of God; if you do not
consider him as especially sent to you by our ador-
able Redeemer, you are guilty of ingratitude under

* Ps. cxxiv. 1, 4, 5. t Ps. cxxiv. 8.
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mercies received; and have reason to tear that this
awful commission is given to him: *“ Go, and tell
this people, hear ye indeed, but understand not : and
see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the hearts of
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and
convert, and be healed*.” Avert this curse by your
prayers and supplications, giving thanks to God for
a Gospel ministry.

It is not your merit which has procured for you
this blessing. God’s sovereign goodness has con-
ferred iton you.  You hold it merely on the tenure
of his will. Be importunate in your addresses to his
throne, that this ministry may be owned by him to
your everlasting benefit. As Aaron and Hur stayed
up the hands of Moses, in the day when Israel fought
with Amalekt, so you must, by your prayers, sup-
port your pastor in his arduous work.

Regard the connexion which is now formed be-
tween you and him, not in a worldly, but in a spiritu-
al view. FEternal issues are involved in it, even your
final salvation or your final perdition. Let politicians,
or mere worldly schemers, consider the institutions
of religion as engines of state to promote social or-
der. They knowno better. They are the miserable
cupes of their own miserable folly. They stalk

* Tsa. vi, 9, 10, + Fxod. xvii. 12,
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about, buoyed up with ideas of their own super-emi-
nent wisdom, and feeling the most perfect contempt
or pity for the weakness of those who, on this subject
think not as they do. Alas! they forget, in the ple-
nitude of their conceit, that they are ¢ wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked*.”” Avoid
their example ; it is infectious. Would to God, it had
not infected the visible Church! Too many, who are
Christians in name, are infidels in heart and practice,
as it respects the views they cherish of religion, espe-
cially of its ministers. They see no more in them
than simply pleasing companions, men of informa-
tion, or useful members of society.

We hope better things of you, brethren. We
trust you feel the ministry to be an institution of
God, appointed for the salvation of sinners. Prize
it the more, on account of your late bereavement.
Improve it with your utmost diligence and fervour
of soul, that your pastor may be ¢ unto God, a sweet
savour of Christ,”” in the salvation of each of you,
even ¢ a savour of life unto lifet.”

Secondly, respect your pastor in the different rela-
tions he sustains towards you, and in all your inter-
course with him. VYou are connected with him by
the double ties of worldly honour, (the term is used,
notin its corrupted, out best sense)—You are con-
nected with him by the double ties of worldly ho-

* Rev, i, 17. + 9 Cor. il. 15, 16,
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nour and Christian integrity®*.  Your veracity as
men, and your faith as Christians, are solemnly
plighted to him, that you will afford him ¢ all proper
support, encouragement, and obedience in the
Lordt.”

1. Respect him, then, as your TEACHER, who
is to explain to you the mysteries of the kingdom of
Heaven. These are henceforth to be the chief sub-
jects of his meditation and examination, that in his
preaching, his profiting may appear to all. They
afford the most ample materials on which the mind
can perpetually exert its faculties. From these your

* Too many congregations, if we may judge from their
conduct, consider the bond of this counexion to be money.
Thus they make the ministry of reconciliation to be merely
a living, and their pastors, men who feed the flock of God,
from no higher motives than filthy lucre. For this idea there
is no warrant in the word of God. 17 s rrue—and they who
are fond of calling the Clergy who receive salaries, hirelings,
would do well no longer to utter libels against an express
ordinance of God—It is true, ¢ the Lord hath ordained, that
they which preach the Gospel, shouLp L1vE of the Gospel.”
(1 Cor ix. 14.) But their living of the Gaspel is not their re-
ward ; it is not the object, which, in the judgment of chari-
ty, we must Suppose they contemplate in undertaking the mi-
nistry. They arc thus supported, w.it their minds may not
be perplexed with worldly cares, and that they may devotc
their whole time and attention to the dutics of their office.

t The words uscd in the Cail, according to the form spe-
cified by the directory of the Preshyterian Church,
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‘I'eacher is to draw old things and new, according to
the state of his flock, as an able scribe, well instruct-
ed in the truths of the Gospel. Your duty is to com-
pare what he delivers to you from time to time, with
the word of God and the standards of our Church.
The last are the explanations of the former, which we
have adopted and published as our bond of union.
For any man to despise or underrate these explana-
tions, under pretence of superior deference to the

word of God, argues more of weakness than of wis-
dom¥*,

If at any time you suppose your Teacheris mis.
taken, recollect that the probability of correctness is
in his favour. He devotes his attention, during the
week, to his preparations for the sabbath. Modesty
naturally dictates the conclusion, that he who has
studied the subject, is more likely to be correct, than
he who, perhaps, never thought of it until he heard it
from the lips of the preacher.

Be careful to know the meaning of certain terms

* In too many instances, such a pretence is merely the
signal for introducing innovations in the doctrines of a
Church. Suchconduct is not correct. Ifany person is con-
scientiously constrained to alter his opinion concerning those
doctrines, let him leave that Church. Though his connexion
with the visible Church be a duty, he is at liberty to choose
with what part of it he will maintain fellowship. To con-
tinue in the connexion of a Church, with whose doctrines, or
established exfilanations of doctrines, we continually quarrel,
i3 not honest : is not consistent with Christian integrity.
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relating to orthodoxy or heterodoxy, such, for in-
stance, as Calvinism, Arminianism, Antinomianism,
and the like, before you use them. The indiscrimi.
nate and rash application of these names, to any class
of Christians, without a proper understanding of
them, has occasioned, and still does occasion, much
mischief in the Church. ¢ Take especial care,” said
the late Bishop Horsely, in his primary charge to the
clergy of the diocese of St. Asaph, ¢ before you aim
your shafts at Calvinism, that you know what is Cal-
vinism, and what is not.—I must say,” adds this able
prelate, ¢ that I have found great want of this discri-
mination in some late controversial writers, on the
side of the Church, as they were meant to be, against
the Methodists* ; the authors of which have acquir-
ed much applause and reputation, but with se little
real knowledge of their subject, that give me the prin-
ciples upon which these writers argue, and I will un-
dertake to convict, I will not say Arminians only, and
Archbishop Laud, but upon these principles, I will
undertake to convict the Fathers of the Council of
Treat of Calvinism.” His Episcopalian brethren
here, as well as in Britain, would do well to at-
tend to this advice. It may very properly be ap-
plied to the use of the other names mentioned, and
1s peculiarly seasonable in a day like this. It is said
to be a day of superior information and improvement.
‘Though this may be the case in other matters, which

* Methodist is the namc by which the advocates for a
radical change of hcart are distinguished in England. Tt
1s applied to Calvinists, as well as to Weslevan Methodists.
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however, is more than doubtful, in religion assuredly
it is not. |

Compared with the period of the reformaticn, and
that immediately following, this age 1s vastly inferior in
solid scriptural information. We have, indeed, more
of what may be called the metaphysics of Christiani-
ty, than they had. Much intellectual force has been,
and still is unnecessarily and unprofitably wasted, in
attempting to illustrate the principles of the Gospel,
which are level to the most common capacities, by a
course of abstract reasoning which none but minds
disciplined to such a procedure, by previous study,
can comprehend. However refincd the contexture
of thisreasoning, like a fine spun web, 1t has dimmed
the diamond lustre of revealed truth, round which
it has been wove with the professed design of mak-
ing it shine more brightly. Instead of simplifying
the religion of Jesus, and making 1t appear more rea-
sonable, it has banished from common use, in many
places, scriptural phrases, and made the ¢ good ti-
dings of great joy,” contained in the Word of God,
which was designed for all people, appear like a sys-
tem of metaphysical speculations, by which a few
¢ master spirits” only can be benefitted.

With all the pretensions of the men of this age,
to theological knowledge, they are truly but children,
whose vanity prompts them to attempt reducing the

giants of the Reformation to their diminutive pigmy
G
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stature¥. ¢ We dare not make ourselves of the
number, or compare ourselves with some that com-
mend themselves; but they, measuring themselves
by themselves, and comparing themselves with them-
selves, are not wiset.”

With such deficiency in correct scriptural know-
ledge, it is no wonder, if theological terms are incor-
rectly and unhappily used. Guard against this evil,
brethren, in relation to your pastor.  If he preaches
both the Lew and the Gospel, in their connexion and
respective details, he will be called by names express-
ing reproach, and calculated to attach to his doctrine
the stain of heterodoxy. Judge not hastily—Ilisten
with attention—examine with care—determine with
rmpartiality. '

Your teacher is exposed to attack from another
quarter, in regard to his doctrine. In a city like
this, the votaries of fashion and of worldly pleasure
swarm. Some of these persons may, from curiosity,
or the love of novelty, be drawn to this sanctuary to
hear the preached word. They, of all God’s rational

* The words of Dr. Owen are strictly applicable in the
present day. ¢« The doctrine of the Reformed Church,”’
says he, ¢« was raised some time ago to a great hcight,
as to the evidence given for it, and great perspicuity in
the manner of making it known, which some that came
after, could not imitate, and, therefore, took new ways of
their own contriving.’”

+ 92 Cor. x. 12.
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creatures, are the least qualified to discriminate truth
from error. They can perceive the defects which a
person shows In the drawing room, or the merits
which an cctor displays on the stage. They can
quote extracts from plays, or from poems, or from
novels, to f-.rnish matter for their conversation, or to
give point to their wit ; but of the truth as it is in Je-
sus ; of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; of
the realities of a future and eternal state, as revealed
in the Word of God, they know little, and that little
superficially. Yet they, even they, will sit in judg-
ment over your teacher. With oracular authority,
they. will call him, when most faithful in speaking
“ to the people all the words of this life*,” an au-
stere man—a fanatic. With instinctive sagacity,
they wiil condemn his sentiments as unreasonably
strict, because he merely inculcates and enforces
what the Apostle commands, when he says, address-
ing believers, ¢ Be not conformed to this world :
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove, what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect will of Godt.”

Spite of all the denunciations of this ¢ folly fetter.
ed” tribe, these ¢ gay motes,” who people the sun-
beams of frivolity ; spite of all the half-formed whis-
pers, or the full charges of unsoundness in the faith,
which may, without reflection, be brought against
him by men, ‘ understanding neither what they say,
nor whereof they affirmi;” RESPECT your

* Acts v. 20. + Rom. xiL 2. t 1 Tim. i, 7.
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teacher. Reccive instruction at his moeuth in love;
and, as far as you find that he agrees with your Bible
and the standards of your Church, support him. Let
him be among you without fear, that ke will be op-
posed or obstructed in preaching to you what he
conscientiously believes to be the truth. The more
faithfygl he is in the exhibition of sound doctrine, the
more he is entitled to your esteem. He must so
preach, if his labours are blesscd among you, as to
make you, sometimes at least, to feel, and that deep-
ly. Benot offended, if he unfold you to yourselves ;
or declares to you unpalatable truths. He must ful-
fil his commigsion which 1s given him with an awful
responsibility. He must declare to you the whole
council of God, whether you will hear or forbear.
¢ Take heed, therefore, how ye hear*.”  Let 1t be
with reverence, since he delivers to you God’s mes-
sage ; with the most undivided attention, that you
may understand it ; and with the warmest affection,
that it may influence your heart, and regulate your
conduct.

2. Obey your teacher as a RULERY} in God’s
house. He will henceforth preside in your assemblies
for worship, and in the meetings of your eldership.
He is now the executive of your Church, whom the
assistant officers are bound to support and defend.
Beware of that spirit of insubordination, which is so
much the spirit of the day, in Church and State. Fa-
tai spirit! which has filled the old world with calami-

* Luke viil. 18. T Heb. xiii. 17.
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ty and desolation, and caused amongst us the princi-
pal evils which we suffer.

Your pastor does not presume to lord it over your
conscience. He only claims the right which Christ
has given all his ministers, of exercising suitable dis-
cipline over you, as your Overseer. Obstruct him
not, brethren, in this duty, but assist him in its exer-
cise. Be not dissatisfied with him, if he finds it ne-
cessary that spiritual punishment should be inflicted
on any of you. Receive his private rebukes with
candour and forbearance. And if he should be obliged
in public to proceed against any of you, in the higher
acts of discipline, respect him for the sake of his
office. His feelings will be sufhiciently excited by
the bitter nature of such discipline. Aggravate them
not by unkindly treatment; but confirm him in his
purpose, so that he become not weary and faint in his
work., Oh! brethren, you know not half our trials.
You can form no idea of what we are called to sufter,
in our minds, at different times, especially in the ex-
ercise of discipline.

3. Love your pastor as a BROTHER. Heis
a fellow-member of the Church of Christ with you.
- Cultivate his friendship with care and attention. Weep
for his misfortunes, if in God’s adorable Providence he
1s called to sustain any, and rejoice in his prosperity.
Strengthen his hands, and comfort his heart. Counsel
with him as a friend, but do net dictate to him asa
superior. ‘I'reat him with delicacy, candour, integri-
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ty, and tenderness. He is a man of like feclings with
yourselves.

When you discover infirmities, hide them with the
mantle of love. The Apostles erred—think it not
strange If your pastor does err. We feel confident
it will be an error of the head, not of the heart. Think
of your own infirmities. Expect no more of him
than what you exact for yourselves.

4. Attend regularly upon the OrRpDINANCES oF
Gop’s House. Forsake not the * assembling of
yourselves together, as the manner of some is*,”

Between you and your pastor there is a mutual
duty. He is bound to preach unto you, and you are
bound to attend upon his preaching. Let your
seats, then, never be vacant, from choice or indiffer-
ence. Grieve not his heart—injure not your PLEDG-
ED HONOURT, by seizing every pretext to absent
yourselves in part, or wholly, from the sanctuary of
God. And when principle or choice prompt your
pastor to introduce into this pulpit, a brother in the
ministry, “ Let no man despise him{.” However
inferior he may be to others in your opinion, recol-

* Heb. x. 25.

¥ The members of a congregation ought to realize this
truth, Their honour is as much violated by wilful absence
from the regular public ministrations of their pastor, in part
or whole, as it is by withholding his salary, in part or whole.
} 1 Cor. xvi. 11, |




( 55 )

lect that be 1s an accredited servant of Christ. For
the sake of Christ, then, treat him with attention and
reverence. He comes not in his own name, but 1n
the awful name of God, to offer you pardon and sal.
vation through the blood of the Cross. And, breth-
ren, he is aman ! He has feclings! Trample upona
worm in your path, and, reptile as it 1s, it will shrink
from your touch. Think you any minister of the
Gospel has less sensibility than a worm? Oh! itis
indecorous ; it is discourteous; it is unchristian, to
slight any herald of the Cross merely because we do
not like him as well as another. It is the message,
not the messenger, that we ought chiefly to regard.
Whilst, therefore, you give an enlightened and affec-
tionate preference to your own pastor, as you ever
ought, because he is the man of your own choice,
honour his judgment and his courtesy, by respect-
fully hearing any minister whom he invites to pro-
claim unto you the unsearchable riches of Christ.

5. Encroach not unnecessarily on the TIME of
your pastor. Itis precious under all circumstances,
but in his peculiarly so. He is young in the work of
the ministry, and his congregation one of the largest
in this city. Inall your intercourse with him, think
of this. Do not crowd him with a pressure of busi-
ness, but lighten his burdens as much as you can.

Thirdly : We exhort you to be at peace among
yourselves, and with all men. Your pastor comes
tQvouas a messenger of peace, in the name of the
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God of peace. With the Psalmist, he addresses you,
““ For my brethren and companion’s sake, I will now
say, peace be within thee: because of the house of
the Lord our God, I will seek thy good*.” You
have received him in peace, ¢ with one accord.”
Strive to perpetuate that peace by every exertion on

your part. For this purpose we affectionately re-
commend the following directions.

1. Mortify that pride which is natural to us as sin-
ners. This discovers itself even amongst the mem-
bers of the visible household of faith. You can find
it In the opimons some advocate ; how positive are
they ! how little do they appear to realize the weak-
ness of their judgment! how harshly do they cen-

sure the opinions of others, when it differs from their
own !

Somc betray it in their modes of living; how
much removed from the simplicity of the Gospel!
what useless profusion at their entertainments ! what
unnecessary ornaments in their furniture ! .

You can see it in the intercourse of some with the
world : how respectfully do they approach the great !
what deference do they pay tothe rich! whilst the
ignoble and the poor are passed by with indifference
and neglect. And might I not add, that to some it
gives an improper character to that satisfaction which

* Ps. cxxii. 8, 9.
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they feel at the external order and prosperity of the
Church to which they belong.

In these ways, and in cvery other way in which it
discovers itself, pride must be mortified and curbed
by you.

Let no one admire his own endowments, or insist
on his imaginary deserts; for this will dispose him
to undervalue others, who, in their turn, will be dis-
gusted with him. Let no one be over tender of his
credit, or covetous of respect; for this will render
him jealous of trifles, and engage him in unwarrant-
able competitions for pre-eminence in the world.
Let no one attach too much consequence to his rank
or family ; for this will cause him to look with impro-
per feelings upon a large and exemplary portion of
his brethren. Every one ought to be modest in the
opinion which he forms of himself, and moderate in
his display of any superiority over others.

In your conversation with others, be as liberal in
allowing to them the privilege of differing from you,
as you are explicit in maintaining your own opinion.

2. Do nothing rashly, from the mere impulse of
the moment.

'The capacity which we possess for reflection, ele-
vates us above the brutes.  The proper exercise of

this capacity discriminates the Christiaa from others.
H
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Our thoughts receive their complexion from the
state of our hearts. As sin has dethroned reason in
the sinner, and given the ascendency to his passions,
so the passions prevent him from thinking correctly
upon essential subjects. The first evidence of a
return to Ged in the prodigal son, was, ¢ he came to
himself*.”” Through the grace of God enabling
him, he collected his bewildered, scattered thougits,
and began to reason with himself. The 1issue was,
he returncd to his father, confessed his fault, and was
forgiven. |

In every stage of life, the same reflection, the same
habit of thinking according to truth, is nccessary to
do all things without murmurings and disputings.
Precipitate actions, Inconsiderate words, do not affect
him only who acts and speaks, but othcrs also with
whom he is connected in socicty.

F.xamine then, well into the nature and tendency
of whatever you do, that you may be convinced it is
right ; that it will promote your real good; that it
will make for peace.

3. Bear and forbcar with each other. 'We arc all
fallible, and have nced of charity, that we make not
our errors the cause of variance.

In your intercourse with cach other, censure what

* T.uke xv. 17,
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1s wrong with impartiality. Be candid in mterpreting
the meaning of others ; mild in reproving them, and
reluctant to relate their miscarriages.

"Trace the action of others, as far as you can, to the
best principles. Construe ambiguous expressions in
the most favourable manner. Delay judging any ac-
tious, until the reason for them is known. Extenuate
misconduct as much as it can be done.

Where differences occur, not only in opinion but
in feeling, be ready to compromise ; to accept of ex-
planations only tolerable, and to embrace every sea-
sonable overture. By a conciliating, charitable con-
duct, seck to prevent the commencement of discord ;
and if it break out, to stay its progress. Bear
with a thousand infirmities and mistakes, and forbear
with the remains of corruption in others ; not coun-
tecnancing what is wrong, but casting over it the man-
tle of charity, which ¢ hopeth all things*.”

4. And finally, agree to differ. Never let differ-
ences of opinion destroy your harmony. Cultivate
for cach other the utmost respect and good will.

In a word, in all things do unto othicrs, as you

would wish them, under similar circumstances, to do
unto you.

We have been more particular in this detail of di-

* 1 Cor., xii. 7.
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rections, on account of the situation in which yon
have been placed.

For any of you to cherish the least bitterness, or
ill-will, or resentment, on account of occurrences
still recent, will be flying in the very face of your
present mercies—hardening your hearts against the
grace of the Gospel—and insulting the majesty of hea-
ven and earth.

Here, then, in this sanctuary of God, bury the re-
“collections of the past. Admit them no longer to
your minds ; but, in their place, indulge in the anti-
cipations of the future.

Look for, pray for, seek after times of refréshing
from the presence of the Lord*.

Soon your day of grace, your accepted time will
be over, and the scason of mercy ended. Soon the
exterminating angel, standing upon the sea and upon
the earth, will lift up his hand and swearby niM who
Li1vETH for ever and cver, that there shall be time
no longert. Amidst the expiring groans of the uni-
verse, may you be safe ! May your pastor be enabled
to present you faultless, through the rightcousness ol
Christ, on the day of the Lord; and you, together
with him, be reccived to the right hand of the judge,
to be happy in the heavens for ever and ever! Amen.

¥ Acts il 19, t Rev. x. 5, 6.
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