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New-York, Fuly 8th, 179;5.
Sig, .
THE Mechanic, Tammany, and Democratic So-
cicties, with the Military Officers, have appointed
s to return you their united and fincere Thanks for
your animated and patriotic Sermon, preached at
thesr Requeft, on the 4th Inflant, being the Anni-
verfary of American Independence. -
We are further diredted to vequeft a Copy for Pub-
lication.
We are, Sir,
With Refpedt and Efteem,
Your's, &ec.
WILLIAM BOYD,
THOMAS L. KIP,

JOHN STRIKER,
BENJAMIN EGBERT.

The Rev. Mr. Miller,



ADVERTISEMENT,

SEVERAL Paragraphs in the following
Daifeourfe, though in the oﬁginal Copy, were
. omitted in the Delivery, for want of Time.
This, however, the Author fuppofed, by no
means precluded their Introdu&ion here. With
all its Defells, he_fubmits it, without Apologues,
to the Candour of THE PEOPLE, to whofe
befe Interefs he would confecrate all his Min-
$firations.




S'ER M O N.

EXODUS xii. 14.

AND THIS DAY SHALL BE UNTO YOU FOR &

MEMORIAL

ERMIT me, my fellow citizens, to congratu-

late you on the return of this DAY—A day
which completes another year of freedom to our
favored land—A day on which were laid, by the
venerable patriots of America, under the all go-
verning hand of Jemovan, thofe foundations
- of peace, liberty, and independence, which we
enjoy—A day, therefore, in many relpetts, one of
the moft interefting that ever marked the annals
of the world.

The twentieth yéar of the important zra, which
we now commemorate, hath, this morning, dawna
ed upon us. After this long experience, we have
ftill reafon to hail its return, and to rejoice in
thofe events, which the feafon recals to our view.
After a lapfe of time, in which the fervour of res
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volutionary feelings, has given way to rationa
enquiry, and calm convition ; we have ftill am-
ple, nay, increafing ground to rife up and call it
bleffled. We have fill reafon to fay, with 1Y,
This day fhall be unto us for a memorial ; we will
keep it a feaft of gladnefs, throughout all our gener-
ations.

The day mentioned in our text, is that on
which the children of Ifrael were delivered from
Egyptian flavery, and efcaped from the oppreffive
hands of the tyrant Pharach. The hiftory of
their injurious and cruel bondage, and of their
happy deliverance are too familiarly known, by
all whom I addrefs, to need a formal recital at
prefent. Nor fhall I detain you by attempting
to ftate the obvious analogy between their liber-
ation, and that which we this day commemorate,
Let it fuffice to obferve, that if they were bound
by the exprefs command of God, to keep asa
facred memorial, the day on which they came up
out of Egypt ; we are bound by reafon, by reli-
gion, by patriotifm, by every folemn tie, never to
farget the pay, which proved the commencement
of fa many diftipguifhed bleffings to our land.

A memorial is fomething which recals, in a di-
reCt and forcible manner to the mind, the cha-

'
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rafer or tranfaltion to which it refers, Now
although the fplendid and glorious fcenes which
this day brings to our view, are too interefting, -
and too important to be ever wrapped in total
obliviop, by beings capable of refletion ; yet it
is proper to do fomething more than barely to
remember them. It is pleafing, and it is ufeful,
at ftated feafons, to bring them kome to our bofoms,
and in a deliberate and folemn manner to recognize
their importance. Thisis not only an employ-
ment highly grateful to the patriotic mind, byt it
is much more ; it is a tribute which we owe to
our Gop ; it adds new life to a flame, which
gratitude commands us to keep always burning
it cherithes and extends the influence of a {pirit,

which thould forever animate the breafts of
freemen.

Let this day, then, be to us a memorial in twe
refpe@s.—Let it ferve to recal to our minds, and
praftically to imprefs on our hearts, a fenfe of

our national arLEssiNes, and of our national
PUTY.

I. Let this day be a memorial of our national
BLESSINGS,

In taking a view of thefe, you might be led
bick to the important period, when our venera-
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ble fore-fathers left the unhallowed fhores of op«
preflion—braved the dangers of ‘the ocean—fur-
mounted all the hardfhips of an howling wilder-
nefs—and reared, in the forefts of this weftern
world, the firlt manfions of liberty. You might
be prefented with a view of their numerous and
complicated fufferings, and the manifeft interpo-
fitions of providence for their fupport and pre-
fervation. You might liften to a recital of the
various fteps, by which finall and difperfed fet-
tlements rofe to extenfive, compa&, and happy
focietics ; and, nurtured by the divine benefi-
cence, grew into confideration and eminence.
You wight be led, in. fhort, to review the whole
hiftory of this growing country, from the earlieft
period of its population by Europeans, to the
memorable time, when a place was given us
among the independent natjons of the earth,

But this would be taking two wide a field for
the limits of the prefent addrefs. It will be ne-
ceffary to confine our attention to thofe events,
and thofe diftinguifhed bleflings, which ftand in
more immediate conneflion with the anniverfary
which we celebrate. Thefe may -be fummed up

under two general heads.—Our emancipation

from Britain—and the numerous important ad-
vantages, which have flowed from that grand
gvent, as their fource,

-
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MWhen the people of the United States,in Coé,..
grefs aflemblecd, affixed their hands and their fcal§
to the folemn DECLARATION OF INDEPEN-
peNce which has been juft read in your hcarmg, -
1he world beheld them with amazement : and
even manv ofour own cmzens,undcr themﬂt.cnce
of a namral txmldxty,trembled at the ﬁg’ht ! Who
‘could behold, thhout the hlghcﬁ folxmtudc,a few
Jnfant colonies nﬁng up to oppofe an herculcan
foe ; and daring to engage the gigantic grea'nef"
ofa wealthy and a haughty power ? Unﬂull"d n
the « difgraceful fcience of human butcben
unfurmﬂled with the 1nﬁruments of carnage and
death, and unfupported by any other arm, than
that of the Micuty ONzOF ISRAEL, they croud-
-ed to the banncr of freedom ; proclaxmed deﬁ-
ance to the thunder of their enemies; and repel_
led without dxfmay, the cruel invaders of 1he;"'
,meﬁnmablc rights.

To trace the progrefs of this conteft, through
all its varxcd and irregular ﬁeps is neither ne-
«ceflary nor poﬂible, at prcfent It were unpar-
.donable, however, to omit obfervmg, that the
mﬂances of divine 1ntcrpoﬁuon in our favour,
through the whole courfe of the arduous Rrug-
1gle, were too ﬁnnal and 1llu&nous to bc forgo;

B
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tcn by the moft carelels ; and too numerous, not
10 fix in grateful aftonifhment, the moft unfeel~
ing mind.  For feven years, our Jand exhibited
a fucceffion of fcenes, equally unexpefted, won-
fdlerful and glorious, You faw a glow of enthu-
fiafin, which language fails to dcfcribe, pervad-
ing and afluating cvery bofom. You faw an
army enduring every imaginable hardfhip, with-
out relaxing in its attachment to the caufe for
which it was fuffering.  You faw the counfels of
our epemies jnfatuated, and their wifeft plans
flifconcerted, in a manner almoft miraculous.
You faw the life and health of the illufirious
CoxmanpER IN Cuier remarkably and gra-

. cioufly preferved,  You faw powerful Fr1ENDS

AND ALLIES faifcd up for us, on terms of un-
expefied advantage. You faw us rife, like An-
focus, vigogous from every fall. You faw us led
on from time to time, to conqueflt and triumph ;
amntil, 2t length, the fair fabric of freedom was
gcomplctely reared over the tomb of tyranny.

But why do T detain you with this exulting
seyiew ? Many of thofe who are this day indul-
gently Jiﬂenin_g to the {peaker, were fharers in the
toils, and aflors in the triumphs) which have been
mentioned.  Many who are now within thefe
walls, could deferibe; in ,Ehc glowing lapguage of
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éxperience and of allual vifion, what has been fo
feebly and fuperficially noticed... Tell us, yeves
herable Affertors of the rights of man ! tell us,
for you alone can properly tell, how ardent the
facred flame, which, at that eventful period, pofs
fefled and governed your fouls! Paint to us,
whole age forbade us to be agents in the impor-
tant fcene, what you felt, and what you faw;
what noblg principles infpired your bofoms, and
what heroic exertions you were enabled to dif-
piay. That, like you, fhould the voice of nati-
onal danger call us, we may prove ourfelves
worthy of the defcent which we boaft.

Large, indeed, is our debt to all thof¢, whom
Gop hath honored to be the insTRUMENTS Of
fecuring our independence and national felicity.
Many of them, alas ! fell as martyrs in the caule,
and fealed our glorious emancipation with their
blood. But a large propontion have lived to
talte the bleflings for which they fought ; and to
enjoy thofe ineftimable rights, for which they
rifked their all. Let us never fuffer thiz day to
pafs over our heads, without calling to mind
their fervices and their virtues. From the high-
¢t and moft confpicuous, to the loweft and moft
oblcure,they have all DEsERVED WELL OF THEIR
counTRY. They are entitled to our affefiionats
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; emembrance and fegard. * Their names, and
their heroic cxplonts fhall never be forgotitn,
i{rbile gratitude has a place in\the bofoms of
Americans 5 or while this land continues to be
the abode of free men, who know how to value,
what has been fo dearly purthafed.

But we propofed to confider this day 4s a me:
friorial, not merely of our emanclpauon from
the tyranny of an unnatural parent ; but alfo of
the numerous rich bleffings to which that grand
event has given rife:

There is, indeed; 4 propenfity in the humar
mind, to alcribe to particular favorite events;

‘miich more than really flands in connettion

with-them: We are tooapt to view an intereft-
ing zra, or a fignal tranfa&ion, as invelving
more iiumerous, and more important confequen-
ces, than there is juft ground to admit. But in
the cafe before us, we can fearcely go too far ;
or attribute more to the event in queftion, than
the clofeft enquiry will warrant. The moft

. impartial mind will readily grant, that a Jarge

fhare of our happinefs as a people ; and the
whole of our national dignity and rank, flow from

~ the proceedings of that glorious day, when the.
~ venerable fages of America role, and pronoen-

¢cd her i1NDEPENDENT and rred,

L
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Itis owing, under providence, to this f)ofcf;
but neceflary feparation, that the Uxitep
StaTes have aflumed a high and honorable
p.lace among the nations of the earth ; or rather;
have, in wany refpefls, rifen above' them all,
It is to be afcribed to this, that they have made
fuch rapid advances; in every thing that tends to
promote the welfare and happinefs of civil foci-
ety. However great our natural advantages;
they would all have been.n vain, had the fliack-
les of Britifh power continued 1o bind and ref-
train us. Like a promifing youth, whofe genius
and talents are cramped by a cruel and felfifly
parent, we muft always have continued a fpi- -
ritlels and groveling people. Induftry would
have been difcouraged ; and like labourers in
a vineyard not our own, we fhould have lived
under the contraéted views, and unafpiring hopes

#of hirelings and flaves.

But behold the happy effc@s of freedom
fhining refplendent throughout every part of
our lapd! ‘no fooner was the firuggle over;
by whichthe galling yoke was broken in piecs
es, and caft from our indignant necks, thard
thefe, before gloomy colonies; began to af3
fume a npew and promifing afpett, Frbits
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ful ficlds appcared, where thorns and briars
latcly grew ; and beautiful villages were fpread
over thofe plains, which until then, had only
ferved as miferable mementos of our poverty
and thraldom.. And although the relaxation and
debility of the political body, which foon fuc+
cecded to the violent ftruggle it had made dur-
ing the war, gave rife to many difcouragements,
and fhewed the inefficiency of the plans which
were originally formeds yet thefe evils were as
fhort-lived as the caufes which gave them birth.
By the peaccable and deliberate adoption of a
more effe€tual ConstiTuT1iON; and by the bap-
py influence of this excellent government, the
tottering fabric of publi¢ confidence has been
repaired ; the falutary bonds of focial union
have been ftréngthened ; the adminiltration of
impartial juftice has been réftored ; and every
avenue to national importance, and the felicity
of individuals opened wide,

In fhort, from the period of out feparation
from Britain, we may date the commencement
and diftin&ly trace the progrefs of moft of thofe
bleflings which we enjoy as a people. Then
were {own the feeds of that elevated expanfion of
fnind, and that ardent love of freedom, which
have ever fince diftinguithed and adorned the

e
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_ American chara@ler. From that moment, comy
merce lifted her drooping head, and looked for,
ward with joy to the profperous times which fhe
bas fince experienced. Then agriculture, and
the mechanic arts, were placed upon a bafis, upon
which they have already rifen to a high degree
of improvement, and ftill promife much higher
advances. Thenthe interefts of fcience emerged
from the clouds, which unti] that hour had fat
thick and deep upon them, and began to fhing
forth with new and encreafing brightnefs. Then,
in a word, were eftablifhed that eQuariTy o¥
RIGHTs AND oBLIGATIONS ; thatciviland reli-
gious freedom ; that reign of law ; and all thofe
genuine repubiican principjes, which are calcu~
lated to call forth the beft energies of man ; to
make the wifeft application of the human facul»
ties; and to build up the fabric of natjonal
happinefs,

This recital of the happy confequences of our
{cparation from Britain, is not defigned, either {o
feed our vanity as a people, or to fill us with bit-
ternefs towards the nation from which we have
withdrawn. Nothing more is intended, than,
tkat, on the.day confecrated gs a memorial of the
hleflings which have been recounted, we fhould
reglize their exiftence, angd feel their yalye,
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Nothing mofe is withed, than to bring into view
every circumitance which tends to- enhance the
value of thefe diftinguifhed favors, that your
gratitude for them may be the more fervemtly
éxcited. Americans! if you would be faithful
10 yourfelves—if you would be faithful to your
: po["erny-—lfyou would be faithful to your God,

keep in your breafts a lating monument of thcfc
things. Never forget, and efpec;ally on TS
pay, ncver forget,®the various dangers fron;
which you have efcaped—the nymerous difficul-
ties which vou have been cnabled to fgrmoun,t

and the grievous oppreffion from which youhave
been refcued. But while you cherifh an habitual
" femembrance of your deliverance from thefe
evils ; cherifh alfo, a fpirit of forgivenefs toward
the author of your injuries. Let no malignant
,paﬂions rife, to tarnifh your deyout gratitude, or
to defile your patriotic joy. - -

But, Ti1s pav fhould not only remind us of
‘our national BLESS[NGS-—WC propofed alfo to
confider it,

II. As a memorigl of our natignal puty.

Unto whomfocver much is given, faid our Lord,
8 him fhall much be required. This declaranon
As applicable, as well to communifies as to s’r;d:.qz,f
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Auals. In proportion to the number and value
of the bleflings heaped upon us, and the priyi-
leges we enjoy asa people, are the folemnity and
weight of our obligations to a fuitable conduét,
How much more may be rationally expefled,
and jullly demanded from us, than from the
fubjetts'of an African, or Afiatic tyrant, who,
under chains, drag out a few miferable days, ox
fleep their lives away, without properly undere
ftanding, and therefore, without truly eflimating
their rights!{ They know not ‘the fweetnefs of
liberty, for they have never tafted it, They can
judge but feebly of the horrors of defpotifm ;
for they have never feen any thing with which
to contraft the odious obje&. They, of confe-
quence, muft have very indiftin& congceptions of
political duty ; for rights and duties always go
hand inband. But with regard to us, my fellow
citizens, the cafe is widely different. The light
which we enjoy, and the privileges with which
we are furrounded, give rife to a variety and ex-
tent of duties, which there is neither time to de-
lineate, at full length, nor ability to urge with
fufficient force. A few of the moft obvious and
interelting fhall be feleted, and offered to your
eonfideration,

€
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The rirst duty of which the annual return of
this day fhould ferve as a memorial, is, to REAL~
1ZE AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE, from
whence the national bleffings, which we celebrate,
have flowed. Who firft put it into the hearts of
our venerable and illuftrious patriots, to caft off
the yoke of oppreffion, and to oppofe the ene
croachments of a haughty power, with fuch firm-
nefs and decifion ? Who nerved the arms of our
brave citizens in the confli&t ? Who infpired our
legiflatorsand commanders with wifdom and with
valour ? Who gave us powerful ALLies—en«
couraged our fuffering army—crowned them
with fignal vi@tories—and condu&ed us to a glo-
rious peace ? Of whom is it that we are THIS
pay furrounded with o many bleflings; and
are permitted to keep it as a memorial, with joy
and gladnefs ? Surely thefe are all the Lorp’s
poincs. It istrue, thefe great eventshave been
brought about through the medium of human
inftruments, and fecond caufes : but while we
regard them with becoming gratitude, let us

- ook beyond them, to the Primary AGENT.
Sublime and keroic as their exertions were, they
would all have been in vain, without the fupport
and dire@ion of Him who fits as governor
among the nations, Promotion cometh neither
J1om the Eafl, nor from the Weft, nor from the
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South ; but God is the Fudge ; he putteth down one,
and fetteth up another.® Give unto the Lord, there-
fore, O ye kindreds of the people ! give unto the
Lord glory and firength. Give unto the Lord the
glory due unto his name.t

Americans ! never forget Him who made you
what you are. Never fuffer yourfelves to lofe
fight of the hand, that has been fo often made
bare for your falvation. Jehovah will not re-
linquith the honor of his government, nor will
he give his glory to another. If you forget him,
he will forget you. If you {light the Omnipo-
tence, which has been your fhicld and buckler,
you will be made to bend before it, by a weight
of wrath. For pride goeth before defiruilion, and
an haughty [pirit before a fall.} Let us, then,
take good heed to ourlelves, that we love the
Lord our God. Let us avoid all arrogance and
prefumption ; andlook to Him as our susPORT,
proTecTor and curne. For all our fuccefs
and profperity, let us give Him the glory. In
every undertaking, inftead of refting in an arm
of flefh, let us go for ftrength and wifdom to
His throne. And inall our ways, let us acknowa

¢ Pla, lxxv.6,7. +DPa. xcvi.7,8 3 Provexvi, 8,
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ledge His fovereign rule.* Thus miy we exs
pe&t 4 continuance of his blefling, and confide
in his preferving caré. For, behold, the eyes of the
Lord are upon them that fear him ; wpon them that
kope tn his mercy: i

Anotuir duty, of which the retiirni of this
tday fhould remind us, is suitaBLy To EsTI:
MATE THE NATIONAL BLESSINGS WHICH WE
xNjoys With tegard to moft of the favors
which a bountiful God beftows upon his crea-
tures, it may be faid, that their true valuc is rare<
ly realized until they are withdrawn, and thé
confequences of their lofs appear. When the
moft precious jewels become cheap and common,
they fink in our efteem ; and the faireft objetis
in creation, fade in the eye that is admitted to
familiar and unreftrained vifion. Thisis too
much the cafe with our national bleffings ; they
are fo rich, plentiful and common among all
tlafes of citizens, that few confider their intrinfié

* That there is an acknowledsement of Guod incumbent on
Jociety as fuch, will not be denied, vy thofe who are friends to
any religion at all. It mufl, therefore, have given fincere plea-
fure to cvery ferious mind, that the citizens of the United States
were lately called, by the Chicf Mag firate of the Union, inax
inter fling flute of public cflairs, to make fuch ackmowledgement,
in an explicit and pu.lic manner. May America mever want
tnagiftrates, who wil be diftofed at ali preper feafons, to call ner
1o a fomilar duty I May fle never be deflitute of citizens, whd

- will 1¢jaice in cvery. opportunity of complying with fuch a valt !
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importance. But remember, that Liberty, with
her large train of attendant bleflings, difdains to
dwell among thofe ‘who refpett her not. She
will never tarry long with a people, who venturg
to flight her dignified charadler.

Would you know thien, my fellow citizens, thé
value of our national privileges and bleflings ?
Confider, for a moment, what they coft us ;—
a tedious war—immenf{e treafures—and the rich-
eft blood of our countrymen. Think, alfo, how
- high they have already raifcd us, among the na«
tions of the earth. Under their aufpices, we
have made advances in political grandeur and
felicity, more rapid than thc world ever witnef-
fed before. Think, moreovei:, with what ardour
our fellow creatures have ftruggled for them in
all ages, and' how much they have fuffered, to
obtain even a diftant view of fuch glorious obs+
je&ls.  But, above all, if you would realize the

true value of thefe bleffings, look round on the
ftate of other nations,-and behold them diftrat.
ed with the din of arms—overflowing with blood
~—or ‘fhaken from their foundations with inters
‘nal difcord ! Behold the greater part of the Ens
ropean world, either groaning under the horrors
of war, or elfe withdrawing from the field,
through inability any longer to continue the defs
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ttuflive confli&t | Behold,in fhort, three_fourths
of the human race, bound in chains, and fub.
mitting their necks to the feet of idiots and mon.
fters, who fealt on the miferies of man; and
who blufh not to claim a divine authority, thus
to fcourge and trample on their fellow creatures!
B=zhold thefe things ! and then fay, whether the
bleflings which we this day commemorate, do not
fhine with additional lufire ? Contemplate this
feint pi@ure of human mifery; and then fay,
whether you do not return with tenfold more
delight and exultation, to thefe peaceful fhores,
where every man fits under his own vine, and
under his own fig-tree, and has none to make
him afraid ? )

- A tird duty of which the return of this day
fhould be to us a memorial, is, QUIETLY TO
ENJOY AND WISELY TO IMPROVE the political
bleflings which have been conferred upon us.
However excellent our form of government ;—
however numerous and rich the privileges under
which we live ; they will avail but little, unlefs
they are ufed in a temperate, virtuous, and be«
coming manner.  Political happinefs will be
fought in vain, either where liberty is turned into
licentioufnefs, or where the rights and privileges
of free men are not aflerted, and ufed with be.
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coming dignity., Innumerable mifchiefs will
arife here, if we turn either to the right hand or to
the left. They who will not fubmit to equitable laws
and ftrengthen the hands of a wife government,
ftab the vitals of the body politic, and undermine
all focial happinefs; while thofe who can fit,
with a cold indifference, and fee their rights
infringed ; or who feck not redrefs, when it can
be obtained in a conftitutional manner, deferve
tp be ftigmatized as traitors to their country.—
Now, wifely to enjoy and improye our pational
bleflings, is, to avoid poth thele extremes, It 1s
to ufe that ]iberty to which we have beenr called
not as @ cloak of malicioufnefs, but gs the fervant of
God. Ttisto cyltivate principles and manners
conformablz to the republican government of
which we boaft. 1t is, in one word, to affert and
maintain our rights in fuch a manneras will moit
effe&tually tend to promote the good order, peace
and happinefs of fociety, '

Political profperity refides, not in the words
and letters of the Conflitution ; but in the temper,
the habits, and the pra&tices of the people. The
one may exhibit a fair and promifing afpe&; while
the other may prefent a view humiliating and
odious in the extreme. Behold the firiking con-
traft between the Macna Cuarta of Great
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MBritain, and the aual adminiftration and ftate
of that kingdom! 1In the one, the noble and
dignified front of Frecdom appeari—but when
we turn to the other, we are aftonithed to find
Oppreflion ftanding in triumph, and almolt every
political gricvance in its train !

With us it refts, then, to make the rich gifts of
Heaven, which we this day commemorate, con-
tribute to our rcal happinefs ; or to pervert them
to the worft and moft deftruétive purpofes.
With us it refts, cither, by a wife choice of pub-
lic officers—by a ready fubmiffion to wholefome
laws—by moderation, induftry, and every re-
publican vyirtue, to promote the true welfare of
fociety ; orelfe, by an oppofite courle, to con-
vert bleflings into curfes; and the molt delicious
ncar, into gall and wormwood.—With us it
refls, to convince the world, by fair experimen.r,
that cnlightened freemen can govern themfelves;
or to furnith the enemies of freedom with an oc-
cafion to fpeak reproachfully, and upbraid ps
as the contrivers of vifionary {chemes.

Tue vast duty that fhall be mentioned here,
of which the annual rcturn of this- day fhould
femind us, is,t0 WATCH OVER THE INESTIMABLE



[ 25 ]

PRIVILEGES WE ENJOY, AND ENDEAVOUR T@
TRANSMITTHEM,NOTONLYUNTARNISHED,BYF
HIGHLY IMPROVED,TO THE LATESTPQSTER}TY,

In this happy country, fovereign power refides
with the péople. It is theirs to pull down and
build up, to confiru and to deftroy. Thig
being the cale, it belongsto the body of citizens
at large, under Providence, to keep fafely the
trcafury of Freedom, and, of all that has been
given us, to lofe nothing.  So that, if privileges
be abufed; if power be ufurped; or if our gor
vernment become corrupt and oppreflive, we
have none but ourfelves to blame. Ours is the
tafk to cherifh and confirm the bleflings of peace,
liberty, and independence, which we enjoy ; to
defend them againft the attacks of open enemies,
and the machinations of fecret foes ; and to guard
againft every thing that is calculated todiminifh
their influence,

Would you, my fellow-citizens, fix heaven-
born Liberty for everin the land the has chofen?
Then cultivate the fame principles, and always
keep in operation the fame caufes, which origi-
nally gave her birth. Liberty is a living prin-
ciple. ghe lives in the temper and difpofition,

' D



[ 26 ]

in the fentiments and feelings of the people.  As
long as fhe exifts and flourifhes there, fhe will rife
fupcrior to the powers of the world, and bid
calm defiance to the fury of every foe. But
when fhie ceafes to maintain this refidence, what-
cver props and contrivances may be ufed for her
detention and {upport ; whatever plans may be
devifed to conceal her decay, we may bid her
farewell for ever. In order, then, to preferve
and tranfmit uncorrupted to your children, the
bleflings of liberty, in which you this Day re-
joice; be virtuous, induftrious, and upright, in
your refpeftive ftations. Fly from yourlelves,
and difcourage in others, every fpecies of cor-
ruption, faltion, and party rage—by which fo
many fair political edifices have been humbled to
the duft. Seek focial peace, harmony, and love,
by every mcans in your power. Frown intoan-
nihilation vice in every form, and purfue, with
unremitted ardour, that righteoufnefs which ex-
alteth a nation.  For, believe it, without the ge-
neral prevalence of virtue and good morals,
among all claffes of citizens, it would, require an
‘¢ annual courfe of miracles” to preferve your
freedom.

But whatever may be the prevailing charafler
of the people at Jarge ; flill, if the feats of go-
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vernment be filled with corrupt and unprincipled
men, there is no lefs danger of deftru€lion to our
Republican Fabric, Ifwe, implicitly, and with-
put obfervation or enquiry, commit the manage-
ment of our public affairs, to the felfith, ambi-
tious and defigning; there will foon be an end
of genuine freedom, 'and of all political happinels.
Let every member of the community, then,
efteem it his duty, to watch with care the condutt
of all thofe to whom power is entrufted.—LBear
in mind, that in this imperfcétand depraved (tate,
the moflt exalted human charaéters are to be con-
fidered as fallible; and therefore thould always
be treated as if they were capable of doing wrons.
Be attentive, then, to the conduét of every oflicer
in government. Carefully avoid, indecd; giving
indulgence to fufpicion or mifltruft of any, but
upon the moft fatisfaétory evidence ; as few things
have a more unhappy influence on the peacecand
comfort of fociety, and I may add, on the exif-
" tence of republican government, than this. But
pever give upyour right to keep a watchful eyc on
the fervants of the public. As long as this right
is ufed in a becoming manner, it will be a terror
to bad men only, who hate the light, neither will
come tothe light, leaft their deeds fhould be reproved.
And when you obferve any to abufle the tiult
committed to them ; when you perceive them
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ta fport with your ineftimable rights, or to facris
fice the public good, to their own aggrandize-
ment—allert the fovereignty of the people, by de-
priving them, in a conftitutional manner, of thelr
perverted power; by degrading them, with e
talmnefs and dignity of freemen, from thofe lcats

which they are found unworthy to fill.

And let the Magiltrates and Legiflators of
America remember, that to them, in a pariicular
mannet, arc intrufted the rights of their [cllow-
citizens, and the happinefs of their country. Let
them remember, that in their hands are depofited
the facred treafurcs of Freedom ; and that upon
their official condu&, under Providence, in a
great meafure, depend our national profperity,
- and the perpetuity of our free government.  Let
them remember, that he who facrifices the puba
lic good, -at the fhrine of his own popularity or
fortune; he who fports with a fingle. right, or
bartersaway a fingle privilege of his conftituents,
is ot only unworthy of their confidence; but is
alfo, thereby, ftriking at the root of his country’s
happinefs ; and may be preparing, though in a
remote manner, and though he realize it not,
chains and mifery for millions yet unborn.

Again; in order to the fecurity and perpetuation
of Liberty, in thefe flourifiing Republics, it is of

-
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ttie higheft importance that there bea grnerat,
DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE among all claffes of
citizens. The demon of flavery delights in the
horrors of darknels—before the light of truth,
he flies precipitate ; and when knowledge fhines
around, he hides with fhame his odious head. I.et
each fucccflive generation, then, be carefully in-
firucted in the rights and duties of mnany and this
encmy of focial happinefs will attack you in vain*
Educate your children in the manners, the feel-
ings, the principles, and manly ardor of Ame-
ricais ; and they will always be able and difpofed
to trample down the rilings of .arbitrary power.
“Train them up in the knowledge and praclice of
that religion, which s calculated to produce and
fecure both fpiritual, and political Liberty ; and
they will always know how to cltimate the blef-
fings of frcedom.t Often recount to them the
 * Theeflablifiment of puslic fi houls, and making theiv fupport
an objelt of legifl itive altention. is fo plaizl: cud irtimately
connelled with the welfare of all republics, that meither proo
nor tlluftration on the fuidjed are neceffary.  Of fuch cftall fi-
“onent, the Eallern States have fet us an honoratle and uf ful
éxample.  the States of New York and Pennfylvania feem to
b: about engaging in a fimilar plan; and cvery Statein the Union,
it {'J hoped, will foon be wife encugh to attend ro the important
o%j=%. May we vet fre the time, when good education fhail be
extended Lo every tlafs of citizens ; und when @ Tracuer o

Youtu fhall be eficcm d one of the mofl tmportant and refpec-
salble members of il fociety | : .

+ The author is not dne of thele who imagive ¢ litical Likerty
to tenfifl in frecdem from all reflraint, cven liat of morality and

N
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wonderful works of the Lord, and the great de.
liverance which he hath wrought out for us; and

they will know where to look for future fafety
and happinefs. Tcach them to delpife the
crowns and fceptres, the haughty pretenfions of
family and blood, and all the pageantry of power,
with which little minds are carried away; and
they will always rife againft their introduélion
to thefe republican climes. Teach them to re-

vere the God of Heaven as their King ; and they
will defpife fubmiffion to earthly defpots. Ina
word, inftil into their minds that noble enthufiafm
in favour of freedom, which animated the breafts
of American patriots, at the period which we now
commemorate ; and they will ever be free!

Upon the whole; let me repeat the® im-
portant truth, that it depends upon ourfelves, un-
der God, how long we enjoy that liberty, and
preferve inviolate thofe rich bleflings which we
poffefs. If we become a corrupt and vicious

law. H:therefore, confiders the man who oppof's religion, and
who fizh!s againfl chrifiianity (the only gewuine [yflem of divine
truth) as an enemy to his country. Heis perfuaded that nothing
has fo zreat a tendency to promote and eflablifh real Liberty, as
the praical influciice of this fyflem. He never expeds the happy
arrival of the period of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION,. until
the triumph of evangelic truth fhall become univerfal alfo.—How
far, then, the floods of infidelity and vice, which are pouring in
on every fide, forebode well to the liberties and_happinefs of this
country, he leaves to the cozfideration of his fellow-citizens.
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people, I foreleeall the horrors of monarchy faft
approaching: I forefee the odious infignia of
flavery coming forward at no great diftance; I
hear the rattling of chains, forging for my be-
loved countrymen : I fee the genius of Liberty
retiring to weep over our ruin.* But if, on the
other hand, we fuitably eftimate, and wifely im-
prove the bleflings of which we are put in pof-
feflion, we may reafonably indulge the higheft
expeltations of a continuance and daily encreafe
of our national felicity and glory. We may con-
fidently anticipate the period, when we fhall rife
to a degree of political eminence, which ltates-
men have long contemplated in thcofy, but never
yet beheld,

The prefent afpe& of the world is wonderful,
and above defcriptionaffeting! We bchold na-
tion rifing up againft nation, and kingdom againft
kingdom. We behold the minds of men, efpe-
cially in Europe, in a ftate altogether unprece-
dented, and producing events the moft amazing.

* Wienever vice and corruption brcome gemeral in the
United States. When the people bargain and trade away .
their votes.  When the cofficers of government dezliz the fum:
traffic, buying and felling offices and pewer.  In a word, when
the fpirit and foul of Republican governmment dies, the foin-
dation of Monarchy will be laid. Should thefe evils cuer arie
among us, and prevail (which Ged forbid 1) by whatsver nanme
our government may be calied, we fhalibe the worfe of Slaves ; ober |
caufe we fhall have the name of freemen,
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Al human caiculation about the. confequencey,
feems to be utterly at an end. What defigns the
Governor of the Univerfe is carrying on, we
know not. The chriftian patriot, however, can-
not help indu!ging the confident hope, that all
thefcthings are defigned tobanifhtyranny fromthe
carth; to eftablifh the reign of civil and religious
liberty ; to fecond the exertion of thofe who are
frugglingfor their rights; to fupport the bannerof
freedom notonly in thofe 1 wo REPUBLICS which
have lately calt off the yoke, but alfo throughout
all lands ; and to haften the univerfal prevalence
of righteoudicfs and peace. But, whatever may
be the cvent, The Lord reigneth, let the earth re-
joice. Our duty, as a people, in thefe circum-
ftances, is incontrovertible and plain. It is to
FOLLOW PLACE WITH ALL. It is quietlyto en-
joy, and wilely to improve our precious rights;
but boldly to refift every impioys invader. Itis
1o pray for,and to [cek ourown happinels, and the

" bappinefls of all mankind.

Finally, my fellow-citizens, remember, that
though not in our national capacity, yet as indi-
viduals, we are all candidates for eternity. Ina
few days, empires, kingdoms, and republics,
with all their boaited greatnefs, fhall be {wept off
the ftage of time, and be feen no more for evern
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But we have immortal fouls: We have a fpiritual
part, which fhall furvive the gemeral ruin, and
outlive all the ravages of time. There is a king-
dom which is not of this world, offered and fe-
cured to all the faithful dilciples of Jefus Chrift.
There is a glorious exaltation tendered them,
without money, and without price. To this felicity
andglory, then, let each of us alpire! And while
we defpife earthly royalty, let it be our higheft
ambition, to be kings and priefts unto God, even
the Father, through riches of free grace in Chrift
Jefus, our Lord and Redeemer.

A M E N!?
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