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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 

Papists—Romanists, &c.—We are frequently 
struck with the remarkable sensitiveness with 
which Roman Catholics shrink from the titles 
Romanisis and Papists. That no persons are to 
be called by names which they do not them- 
selves affect, is a principle which we are by no 
means ready to allow. The aptness and strict 
propriety of the above-mentioned names cannot 
surely be denied; they express just that thing 
in Roman Catholicism which is its grand distinc- 
tion. Indeed this is the very source of the of- 
fence—hoc angit—the shoe pinches just here. 

The names are descriptive, and because they are 
descriptive, they offend. We are sure, that if 

we were Roman Catholics, we should glory in 

these titles. It is the thing—the thing, and not 
its name, which is disgraceful. ‘I'o acknowledge 
a Roman Prince, pretending to be Christ’s Vicar, 

as our Sovereign Lord, might well make us 
blush. To bow to a Pope might indeed be de- 
grading. But when we had once put out the 
eyes of our reason, and bowed down our submis- 
sive necks, we should make up our minds not to 
reject the names which indicate our subjugation. 

There would be more reason in the clamour 

against these names, if we were just engaged in 
coining them. ‘They are now, however, part and 

parcel of our language, occurring in authors of 
the greatést note for two centuries and more, and 

there is no colourable pretence for rejecting 

them. Wedo not refuse to call the Romanists 
Roman Catholics; because the solecism of the 
name makes amends for its arrogance; in a par- 
ticular-universal no great evil can reside. Yet if 

we chose to quarrel about a naine, we might 
deny this their vaunted appellation, as an as- 
sumption of that very universality which we 

deny. But, againwwe say, the name is the least 

of the offence. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

The Life of Archbishop Cranmer. By Charles 
W. Le Bas, M. A. Jn two volumes. Being 
Nos. 5 and 6, of Harper’s Theological Library. 
12mo. New York. 

These little volumes are in Messrs. Harper’s 
best style. ‘They seem to contain an able and ela- 

_ borate biography of this great and good man, with 
much contemporary history, and sensible com- 

ment. Asa help to the study of the Reformation 
We 

regret that we are forced to add, that Mr. Le Bas 

betrays an unmanly petulance with regard to 

every thing which savours of Calvinism. He 

even foists in the name of Calvin, in order to 

say, wlth the bitterness of sheer calumny, that 

‘what is known of his vehement temper would 

almost justify the suspicion, that if he had lived 
in the age of St. Domini, he might have sat, 
most conscientiously, in the chair of the Inquisi- 
tion.”” Mr. Le Bas says much against Calvin- 
ism, but little in th® way of argument. He con- 
tents himself with the easier method of calling it 
‘¢ fatalism,”’ talks of the **dark abyss of Calvin- 

istic fatalism’—and “the Calvinistic fever 

but this is not reasoning ; it is overwhelming his 

adversaries with insolence. And it is sometimes 
almost amusing to perceive how deeply the scars 

of Calvin’s burning arguments have been brand- 
ed upon his opponents; who can scarcely name 

the great “legislator of the Reformation”? with- 

out vindictive expressions. 

Hints on the Portable Evidence of Christianity. 
By Joseph John Gurney. To which is prefixed 
an Introductory Essay, by President Wayland. 
Boston : James Loring, 1833. 18mo. pp. 220. 

It may be known to our readers that the author 
of this little work is an orthodox member of 
the Society of Friends, in England. ‘This cir- 
cumstance confers some additional importance 

volume. It appears to be a useful trea- on the 
pa the Internal Evidences of Christianity. 

The Bible is first considered a/one, and is then 

compared with Experience, under the several 

heads of, A Future Life—God’s Moral Govern- 

ment—Man’s Depravity—Repentance and Medi- 

ation—and the Scheme of Redemption. 

Appendix to Musica Sacra. Utica: William 
Williams. New York: Collins & Hannay, N. 
& J. White, and J. Leavitt, 1833. 

This is supplementary to the stereotype edition 
of the well known Musical Collection of Messrs. 
Hastings & Warriner. We have examined the 
pieces which it contains, and can with pleasure 
express our high opinion of the musical taste 
and skill displayed in the selection and composi- 
tion. 

Manly Piety, in tts Principles. 
Philip, of Maberly Chapel. 
18mo. pp. 218. 

This worlsis intended to recommend true reli- 
gion to the young, and contains many forcible 
arguments in this behalf. No work can be un- 

welcome on this subject, which 1s true and serious 

—such is the book before us. Mr. Philip’s style, 
we own, is repulsive to good taste. It is disfig- 
ured by an artificial mannerism which distresses 

the reader at every turn. ‘There is a constant 

and juvenile attempt at uncommon (and often un- 
couth) forms of expression; and this without a 
proportionable originality in the thought. Never- 
theless, the book is well adapted to awaken at- 
tention. 

By Robert 
New York, 1833. 

alphabet. Mr. Friedlander led his youngest pupil, 

EXHIBITION OF THE BLIND. 

In our last we gave a short account of this ex- 

hibition, and believing that our readers, generally, 
feel a deep interest in this charity, we transfer to 
our columns, from the United States Gazette, the 

following interesting account of the exhibition, 

furnished by a correspondent of that paper. 

EXHIBITION OF THE BLIND AT THE MUSICAL 
FUND HALL, Nov. 2], 1533. 

At an early hour on the above evening, we at- 
tended at the place appointed for this novel and 
interesting spectacle, to witness a display of men- 
tal and physical powers, which exceeded the most 
sanguine expectations of the very large and highly 
respectable audience assembled on the occasion. 
We were forcibly struck with the tasteful display. 
of articles, manufactured by the blind pupils, the 
effect of which was heightened by the judicious 
arrangement of causing the company to enter at 
the south-west corner of the room. Our gratifica- 
tion was still further increased at witnessing the 
rapid succession, in which groupes of expecting 
and surprised visitors arrived, and disposed of 
themselves in compact order, till the room was 
completely filled by at least fifteen hundred per- 
sons. 
A general expression of satisfaction pervaded 

the whole assembly, at the display of workman- 
ship on the stage; but this feeling gave place to 
a deeper one of sympathetic sorrow, on the en- 
trance of Mr. Friedlander, with his blind pupils. 
It is impossible to convey an idea of the impres- 
sion made by their apparently forlorn, and desolate 
Situation, an attempt was made to greet them in 
the usual manner by clapping; but this was smo- 
thered by the main gush of other feelings than 
those of mere satisfaction or hearty welcome. 
The mute eloquence of the fair portion of the au- 
dience was sympathetic; and we should trust, 
was found acceptable by that Being, who is alike 
invisible to the seeing and the blind. 

On the right and left of the stage were erected 
narrow strips about ten feet long, one above the 
other, to the height of about twenty feet from the 
floor, on which were hung guard chains, many of 
which were made of go!d and silver braid, inter- 
woven with silk braids of various colours, de- 
scending in festoons from the top strip in the 
centre, to the ends of the horizontal strips; be- 
neath these festoons were arranged lamp stands 
and straw table mats, of different patterns, made 

by the female pupils; both sides of the banisters 
of the stage were hung with small baskets, the 
whole entwined with fringe of different colours, 
such as is used for the trimmings for the lamps, 
stands, &c. ‘The organ at the back part of the 
stage was also tastefully decorated with baskets 
of different shapes and sizes. ‘The frame on the 
left was surrounded by a lady’s green silk calash, 
the work of Sarah Marsh, a most interesting girl, 
who subsequently astonished us by her correct 
execution on the Piano Forte, in which she exhi- 
bited a knowledge of the keys, or scales in mu- 
sic, seldom to be met with in ciear sighted per- 
sons of much longer practice. ‘The Piano Forte 
was on the left; behind it were placed on easles 
or stands, maps of the world and United States— 

around. We were then, not only gratified, but 

which one of the pupils (we believe Wm. Gra- 
ham) wrote with chalk, a large portion of the 
Lord’s prayer, on one of the blackened boards. 
This was indeed wonderful, and evinced that 
great patience and perseverance must have been 
employed on the part of Mr. Friedlander, to pro- 
duce such a gratifying and important result. Sa- 
ral; Marsh, Abraham Marsh, and Henry Beavers, 
also gave us some beautiful specimens of their 
writing in like manner on the board. 

The instruments of music were now seized 
with an avidity which convinced us the pupils 
take an uncommon delight in their use. They 
erformed the original music of the following 
ymn in a style which considerably exalted our 

opinion of their talents. ; 

HY MN. 

Written for the use of the pupils, with original 
music, 

1. Blessings on thee! gracious Lord! 
_ Ev’ry child shall bless thy name. 
For each kind and gentle word, 
When to thee, the children came. 

2. Happy child! upon whose head, 
As he sat upon thy knee, 

Thy kind hand was softly laid, 
Blessing him paternally ! 

3. Hark! that voice is rais’d in prayer, 
Which could still the tempest wild; 

Lo! that mighty hand is there, 
Laid in blessing on a child! 

The hymn (which is also original and written 
for their use) was received with every proper de- 
monstration of delight, and this impression was 
not in the least weakened by their musical per- 
formances afterwards. Our surprise and pleasure 
was greatly enhanced by the exercises in arith- 
metic, mentally and with tangible figures on 
blocks by all the pupils, except Martindale, viz: 
Wm. Hatz, Geo. Rafferty, Mary Mallet, Sarah 
Marsh, Theodore Myers, Beniah Parvin, Henry 
Beavers, Ab’m Marsh, Jos. Hough, and William 
Graham. 
We were amazed at the rapid mental opera- 

tions of several of the pupils, particularly the 
multiplication of millions, thousands, and hun- 
dreds, in less time than we ourselves could do it 
by the common mode, and many difficult ques- 
tions proposed by the audience were answered 
with great rapidity by the pupils, indiscrimi- 
nately. | 

The exercises in arithmetic were followed by 
the: performance of the following Hymna, by all 
the pupils. 

HYMN. 

1. Father of mercies! in thy word, 
What endless glory shine! 

Forever be thy name ador’d, 
For these celestial lines! 

2. Here, may the wretched sons of want 
Exhaustless riches find ; 

Riches above what earth can grant, 
And lasting as the mind. 

on which the rivers and boundaries of countries 
and states are made tangible by perforating the | 
outlines from the back of the map—this method | 
we understand has been preferred by the princi- 
pal, to any other, as it presents all the advantages 
to a blind person, that a seeing person possesses, 
it being requisite only to perforate any place on 
the map and name it to the pupil, which fixes it 
permanently in his mind. 

We also observed two boards of tangible cha- 
racters, one containing the complete scale of na- 
tural notes in music, arranged for treble, tenor, 
and bass, beneath which is placed an exact repre- 
sentation of the key board of the Piano Forte and 
guides of direction, leading up to each note in 
either of the staves above; this we believe is 
something quite new, and admirably adapted for | 
the instruction of the clear sighted as wellsas the | 
blind. ‘T’he other board contains the time table 
and all the signs and marks in music in general 
use; the arrangement of this board is also new 
and somewhat unique, as it presents in a small 
space the most comprehensive view of all the 
signs and different times of music that we ever 
saw. ‘here were two black-ended boards for 
writing on, and various other articles for aiding 
in their instruction, distributed on the other parts 
of the stage. 
We had no conception that so much had been 

done in so short a time, considering that nine | 
months ago the Institution was not in existence. 

The exhibition commenced by the pupils per- 
forming the music to the following hymn, written 
for the occasion, with original music. 

O, Thow great and gracious Being, 
To all creatures ever kind! 

Source of vision to the sceing, : 
Friend and Father of the Blind! 

Joys of sight! they are denicd us: 
Let thy holy will be done ! 

In our blindness thou wilt guide us, 
hou, O God, our Light, our Sun! 

Through the sounds that fall and linger 
On the eager lisUning ear ; 

Through the quick discerning finger, 
Bidding darkness disappear ; 

Thro’ the friends whom thou hast given, 
And whose hearts thy love controls, 

Thou art pouring down from Heaven, 
Learning’s light upon our souls. 

Now no ills our hearts shall sadden, 
‘They shall know no painful fears ; 

‘Though our eyes no sun-bcams gladden, 
They shall stream no more with tears. 

Both music and hymn being original and written 
for the occasion. ‘They appeared however discon- 
certed at the concourse of persons, which they 
were sensible had assembled to witness their per- 
formances. However, as they proceeded they 

gained confidence, and more than realized all ex- 
pectations of what they were able to do if proper- 
ly educated and their minds directed from their 
unfortunate situation. 

Next followed exercises in a knowledge of the 

Wm. Hatz, to the front of the stage, and handed 
him several letters of the alphabet, cut in relief 
on blocks, of which he evinced a ready kuow- 
ledge. Another pupil, J. B. Martindale, who had 
been in the Institution but fifteen days, exhibited 
his knowledge of the Jetters by placing them on a 
board and spelling short sentences. ‘They then 
proceeded to reading from tangible letters execut- 
ed by the pupils themselves, with pin types, which 
are small pieces of wood about two inches long 
and three-eighths of an inch square. On the lower 
end which rests in the box, (which is laid at the 
right hand of the pupil) is the shape of the letter 
reversed, formed of steel points, and on one side 

of the block is cut in relief. the form of the letter, 
so that when the pupil passes his hand along a 
row of them in the box, he readily finds any letter 
he may want, which he transfers to a small rack, 
closed down over a board covered with cloth, and 
under this rack, on the top of the cloth, is placed 
a sheet of paper, through which the pupil presses 
the points of the pin type, and in this manner 
transfers his ideas to paper, which then becomes 
palpable to the seeing, as well as to the touch of 
the blind. 

Specimens of this printing were handed about 
to the company, and it was pleasing to witness 
the impatience of ardent curiosity in many who 
were delayed from its gratification by their remote 
situation from the gentlemen who handed them 

3. Here, the fair tree of knowledge grows, 
And yields a free repast, 

Sublimer sweets than nature knows, 
Invite the longing taste. 

Whatever pleasure or gratification may have 
been produced, it was certainly much increased 
by the examination of all the pupils in Geogra- 
hy, illustrated with maps of the Globe and the 
Jnited States. Several of them exhibited a 

boldness and promptness in their answers which 
would at any time reflect credit on older clear 
sighted pupils. We must particularly notice 
Abraham Marsh, who, really seems to be a 
second Malte Brun, in embryo, from the unhesi- 
tating manner in which he answered a‘string of 
rapid interrogatories, respecting towns, Cities, 
boundaries of States, courses of rivers, &c. 

Much of the detail and mode of operation in 
spelling and writing, was, of necessity, very slow, 
and if done by seeing persons, would have excited 
a spirit of restlessness and fatigue in the audi- 
ence; but on the present occasion nothing of the 
kind was evinced. 
We come now to speak of the musical exercises, 

which commenced by an examination of several 
in rotation, the time table, musical signs, etc. 

Next followed a lesson by William Graham and 
Abraham Marsh, on the piano forte; then exer- 
cises in different scales or keys, on the same in- 
strument, by Sarah Marsh, of which we have al- 
ready spoken in terms of commendation. ‘There 
were succeeded by a lesson performed by Sarah 
and Abraham Marsh on the piano forte. It was 
evident that the admiration of the audience in- 
creased as the pupils advanced with this part of 
the exhibition, but our rapture was loud and un- 
bounded when we saw an orchestra of young 
blind musicians arranged with Parvin as leader, 
next Beavers and Myers, all three with violins ; 
then Marsh with his flute, next Hough with his 
grave and sober-toned violoncello, and last, 
though not least, Graham with his favourite 
horn, from which he poured forth occasionally a 
succession of tones so managed as to produce ex- 
pressions of admiration, from critics in musical 
verformances. ‘Their execution of * Di Tanti 
alpiti,” would certainly reflect honour on older 

musicians, playing from copy by sight. The 
‘Swiss Boy,’ with variations, performed by the 
whole orchestra, assisted by Sarah Marsh, who 

presided at the piano forte, was uncommonly 
fine, and a repetition called for. But the ap- 
plause elicited by this performance was increased 
with the accurate execution and repetition of the 
‘Alpine Melody.’ ‘Their style of execution gene- 
rally reflects much credit on Mr. Friedlander for 
his assiduity and care; and.also on Mr. Schmitz, 
for his voluntary instruction and untiring patience 
in aiding Mr. Friedlander to promote the improve- 
ment of the pupils in their favourite art. ‘The ex- 
ercises occupied three hours, and concluded with 
the following hymn played and sung with much 
accuracy and spirit. 

CONCLUDING HYMN. 

Saviour ! source of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to grateful lays ; 

Streams ot mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for ceaseless songs of praise. 

To conclude, in the language of Mr. Fried- 
lander’s address, ‘a benign Providence, which 
has vouchsafed to extend its blessings over all 
the various Institutions for the education of blind 
children in so many different States, will also 
prosper this infant Institution of Pennsylvania.’ 
Want of room alone prevents us making any fur- 
ther extracts from Mr. Friedlander’s address, but 
we cordially recommend its perusal to all who 
feel interested in the promotion of the present 
laudable undertaking. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION. 

Pvov. xiv. 34. 

*Tis not the brave, the rich, the wise, 
Alone who make a nation rise; j 
Not these alone their land befriend, 
Or far and wide its fame extend :— 
But every one in each degree 
Who strives to keep his spirit free 
From sin, and loves the truth to spread, 
Helps to exalt his country’s head ; 
And merits, though unknown to fame 
He live and die—a patriot’s name. _ 

The Cottage Muse. 

indeed astonished, to witness the facility with ' 

chant, or the mechanic. 

For the Presbyterian. 

THE FIFTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND 

CONGREGATION OF PHILADELPHIA. 

~ “He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but lus ucigh- 
bour cometh and searcheth him.” 

Mr. Editor,—The subscribers, Commissioners of 
the Fifth Presbyterian Congregation of Philadelphia, 
appointed to prosecute a call forthe Rev. Dr. Be- 
man, have observed ia the Presbyterian of the 
13th and 20th inst. communications professing to be 
the **Vorck oF History,” which we beg permission 
through the medium of your paper, tocorrect. We 
are the more anxicus to enjoy this privilege, because 
we are, with many other members of the Fifth 
Presbyterian Church and Congregation,dceply inter- 
ested in the issue of the transaction to which he 
refers. HH .d he given a full and impartial history of 
the whole case, instead of descanting upon **didle,”’ 
‘*hook,” and legal votes, and left it to an impartial 
Christian public to judge of,—he might then with 
propriety have assumed the title of the **VoIck oF 
History.” 

We think that we have heard this **Voice” before, 
it has been sounded long and loud, but never under 
circumstances calculated to do so much injury as in 
the present instance. The whole case it appears, 
is yet to be reviewed by an impartial court, the 

} highest known to the Presbyterian church, and if 
evidence is to be furnished in advance, calculated to 
affect the decisions of that Court, ‘we pray you, of 
your clemency, to hear us a few words.” | 
To give a just view of the Fifth Presbyterian Con- 

gregation of Philadelphia, in the election of the Rev. 
Dr. Beman as pastor, it will be necessary to remind 
you of one single fact at the outset, viz; That the 
form of Government of the Presbyterian Church, 
recognizcs distinctly, the right of each congregation, 
to make its own terms or qualifications of member- 
ship; so that, a person however exemplary as a 
communicant or member of the church, if he fail to 
possess the qualifications of membership which the 
charter or the rules and regulations of the congre- 
gation require, he is not a member of the congrega- 
lion in its proper sense. These rules and regulations 
as they are termed, in the form of Government, 
vary in different congregations. In some, the sim- 
ple payment of pew rent, is all that is required; and 
in others, several of which are tobe found in this 
city, the ownership of a pew is indispensable. It 
was sir, that class of persons, qualified according to 
the rules and regulations of the Fifth Presbyterian 
congregation, who elected the Rev. Dr. Beman; and 
with very few exceptions they are members of the 
Church also. The, form of government of the 
Presbyterian church nowhere prescribes what shall 
constitute the qualifications of an elector for pastor, 
in any congregation. The XV. chapter speaks of 
*spersons entitled to vote in the case,’”’ but does not 
convey the most remote idea, what the particular 
qualification is, that confers this privilege. It speaks 
also of what shall disqualify a person, but does not 
breathe the slightest whisper, that the converse of 
one of the disqualifications, is the thing which con- 
fers the privilege of voting. The eighth section of 
the first article of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, 

4 #ays,‘*No person shall be a senator who shall not have 
attained the age of twenty-five years, and have been 
a citizen and inhabitant of the state tour years, &c;” 
but does it follow that all the male inhabitants who 
are twenty-five years old, and have been citizens of 
tue state four years, are necessarily senators, If 
the Form ot Government of the Presbyterian church, 
er its authors, the General Assembly, intended to 
make all communicants electors of pastors in the 
congregations in which they worship, how easily 
would it have been for that very wise and learned 
body,to have inserted such a clause in the XV. chap- 
ter. But it was not done; and for very cogent rea- 
sons. ‘The election of a pastoris always a matter 
of deep interest to a congregation in more than one 
respect: for upon his qualifications the success of 
the congregation under God, mainly depends. Not 
unfrequently large sums are risked, and heavy re- 
sponsibilities are incurred, by a comparatively few 
persons, to provide those who have not the means,as 
well as those who have, with the privileges which 
a convenient and comfortable house for worship af- 
tords. ‘his view of the subject, did not escape the 
observation of the framers of the form of govern- 
ment; it was therefore wisely left for each congrega- 
tion to say, in a matter of somuch pecuniary impor- 
tance, what the qualifications of an elector for pastor 
should be. Besides, ministers live by the gospel; 
that is, they are to have secured to then, by those 
to whom they minister, an ample support. In gen- 
eral, a minister’s profession and his salary, are all 
that he has to depend on to secure to him the neces- 
saries, the comforts, and the conveniences of life; to 
the enjoyment of which he is as fully entitled as any 
other man in any other profession. Faith simply, 
will no more keep his larder full, nor educate his 
children, nor supply the wants of his family, than it 
will those of the physician, the lawyer, the mer- 

The General Assembly 
knew this, and they therefore have wisely permitted 
all the congregations under their controul, to make 
just such specific rules and regulations,or have such - 
charters, as that some class of persons in the congre- 
gation can be held responsible for the payment of 
the salary promised in the call. The church, as 
such, can show nothing which will afford this guar- 
antee. Suppose for one moment that the General 
Assembly did not intend that there should be respon- 
sibility connected with the call of a ministery,then, a 
minister instead of being able to give himself wholly 
to his work, would be subjected to all the perplexi- 
ties und anxieties, incident upon an uncertain sup- 
port. Living upon the affections of the people may 
sound wellin theory, but toa minister acquainted 
with the fickleness of human nature, even in its 
best forms, it would be like depending upon a bro- 
ken reed. 

But ‘itis not our object so much at this time to} 
argue any question, as it isto give to all who are 
curious enough to desire it, a faithful history of our 
case; and leave them to discover the ‘‘important 
principles which it involves,” 
To make a satisfactory and intelligent expose, it 

will be necessary for us also, to give a brief history 
of the church and congregation for the last twenty 
ears. 
The Fifth Presbyterian congregation obtiined an 

act of incorporation or charter in 1815, and worship- 
ped for some years in a building owned by the con- 
gregation, in Locust above Eighth street. The Rev. 
James K. Burch, was the first pastor. As to the 
mode, or the time in which he wus elected, we have 
no record; nor does the **Voice of Histury” refer to 
any, except that he became pastor in 1813; the 
church manual published by the session says, he 
was installed July 18th, 1813. By a reference to the 
first article of the charter it will be seen, that its 
provisions and requirements were prospective, and 
could not at that time be complied with, the congre- 
gation not having then a house of worship: erected. 
Whatever the facts may be, we find in the minute 

book of the ‘TRUSTEES under the CHARTER of the 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation, the following mi- 
nute as earlv as June 23d, 1813; “Resolved, 
That the Rev. James K. Burch’s salary commence 

on the first of May, 1813,and that an order for three 
hundred dollars, be drawn on the Treasurer, in fa- 
vour of James K. Burch, for his first quarter’s sala- 
ry.”’ This extract proves at least, that the trustees 
(whether right or wrong,) thought, that there was 
some connexion or relation, between the fastor and 
the chartered congregation. In 1816 the Rev. Tho- 
mas H. Skinner (now Dr. Skinner, ) became pastor: 
his election, if the relation of an elder (who was a 
party in the transaction) will be relied on, was con- 
ducted precisely in the same manner as was that of 
the Rev. Dr. Beman; that is, by a vote according to 
the charter, and also by a vote of the communicants 
as such. It was a contested election, as the recorils 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia will show, and 
gave rise to difficulties in the congregation and before 
presbytery too. 
‘*Voice of History,” to the contrary, were furnished 
by an elder, who the ‘‘Voice of History” will admit, 
as a competent and credible witness. 
The sequel will show that this election in 1816, 

and that of Dr. Beman in 1833, are the only two 
contested elections which the Fifth Presbyterian 
Congregation ever witnessed; and a discerning 
Christian public will see, why under such circum- 

| 

These facts, notwithstanding the 

stances the *‘charter and rent roll”? were substituted | 
tor the services of the ‘*Clerk of Session.” 
Owing to a variety of circumstances, the congre- 

gation became so hopelessly involved in debt, as to 
put all prospects of success entirely out of the ques- 
tion, The pastor (now the Rev. Dr. Skinner) felt 
the embarrassed circumstances in whick he was 
placed, and saw that unless another location and a 
better building was obtained, he should be obliged to 
resign hischarge. He had, it is believed, advanta- 
geous Calls to other churches; but he had also devot- 
ed friends here, who could not bear the idea of his 
removal from the city. His friends and the friends 
of the Church, aftcr maturedeliberation, determin- 
ed to risk the experiment of erecting a new and bet- 
ter building in a better location. An ‘‘association” 
was accordingly formed, for erecting a building or 
house of worship. ‘Lhe provisions made by this 
association were creditable to the persons composing 
it, ina very high degree. After providing for the 
payment of the ground, and the erection of the build- 
ing, and the payment: f five thousand dollars loaned 
tothe Fifth Presbyterian congregation, the whole 
property was ultimately to pass into the hands of the 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation, should it be in ex- 
istence and free from cebt; or, if it should not be in 
existence, or not be free from debt, then the Asso- 
ciation could make over their property to some other 
coogregean holding the Westminster Shorter Cate- 
chism. 

This Association was formed in 1822. The Fifth 
Presbyterian congregatioN are the heirs then of this 
association conditionally; and it becomes it to pre- 
serve its charter inviolate. Therefore, when impor- 
tant differences of opinion exist in the congregation, 
they must be decided according to the charter. 

hen the building or house of worship erected by 
the association on Arch, above ‘lenth street, was 
completed, the association invited, by a formal note, 
through their Secretary, the Fifth Presbyterian 
Church to occupy it; subject to the rules and regu- 
lations of the Association which are as follows, ‘In 
case of the removal of the pastor and elders, or 
either of them, the vacancy shall be filied as follows; 
viz:—in the election of a pastor, all persons shall be 
entitled to vote, who shall have owned a pew, or 
part of a pew, and paid rent according to their stip- 
ulations for at least six months previous tothe elec- 
tion; and in the election of an elder all communi- 
cants in good standing shall be entitled to vote.” 
These rules will be foandin the minute book of the 
association, June 4th, 1823. 
Three at least of the elders of the church were 

active members of the association, when the above 
rules and regulations were adopted. 

‘The following extracts trom the minute book of 
the session, will show that this invitation to the 
church, was formally accepted. 

‘June 7th, 1823. Session met, and was constituted 
with prayer, present the moderator, with elders 
Bradford, Lloyd and Montgomery: ‘The following 
com nunication was received; ‘Ata meeting of the 
association for building a church in Arch street, on 
the 4th of June, 1823, it was unanimously resolved, 
That the Rev. ‘Vhomas H. Skinner pastor, with 
John Sailor, Joseph Montgomery, David H. Mason, 
Nicodemus Lloyd, Oliver Smith, and Thoras Brad- 
ford, Jr. elders, composing the present session of the 
Fifth Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, together 
withthe communicants of that church, be invited 
and authorized to occupy the church erected by the 
association, according to the form of government of 
the Presbyterian church of the United States of 
America, and subject to the rules and regulations 
adopted by this Association. Extract fromthe mi- 
nutes. Josrpu H. Dues, Sec’y. 

Philadelphia, June 7th, 1823. 
To the Rev. ‘Thomas H. Skinner. 

Dear Sir,—It is with great pleasure that I com- 
municate the above resolution to you; pray be sokind 
as to lay it before the Session, and favour me with an 
answer in time to report to the association at their 
next meeting. Allow me to add my sincerest hopes 
for your happiness in this station, and my earnest 
prayers that the Great Head of the church may 
bless your ministry, and the labours of your fellow 
workers to the glory of hisname, ~ 

Very sincerely your friend and servant, 
H. Duties.” 

Whereupon it was resolved —That Session accept 
the above invitation, and that a meeting of the com- 
municants be called on ‘Tuesday evening next, the 
10th inst. and the subject of the above invitation be 
laid before the Meeting; adjourned. June 10th, 1825, 
Session met and was constituted with prayer, present 
the moderator wit) elders Sailor, Montgomery, 
Lloyd, Mason, Smith and Bradford. The communi- 
cation copied in the minutes of the last meeting, 
having been laid betorea meeting of the coinmmun:- 
cants, and they having unanimously and thankfully 
accepted the invitation which it contains, it was re- 
solved, that the moderator be requested to give in- 
formation of the same, to the association in such 
manner as he may think proper.” | 

‘These long extracts need not a single comment to 
be understood. 
The trustees of the Fifth Presbyterian congrega- 

tion also, determined to avail themselves of the 
liberality of the association, as the following extract 
trom their minutes will show. | 

**Whereas an association of citizens for building a 
new presbyterian church,in Arch above Tenth street 
have offered to the Fifth Presbyterian church the 
use of the building by the said association lately 
erected, on certain terms and conditions therein 
specified, which the church have accepted, and the 
offsr is also made to this Board, Therefore resolved, 
that the Board do thankfully accept of said offer, it 
being understood that the salary of the minister and 
the expenses of the church be provided for by the 
church and Association in such manner as may best 
secure their punctual payment.” : 
The only provisions which secures the salary are 

those which exist with the legal voters, as members 
of the Association. | 
The trustees after removing the dead from their 

burial ground in Locust s.\reet tothat provided by the 
association in Arch above Tenth street, abandoned 
their property to the owner of the ground who ulti- 
mately cancelled his claim upon the congrega- 
tion. 

It was found necessary, after this important change 
in the circumstances of the Fifth Presbyterian con- 
gregation, to have their charter altered or adapted 
to their new circumstances. 

It will be seen by the preamble to the charter, and 
from the first article also, that the Fifth Presbyterian 
congregation was not incorporated to manage money 
matters exclusively, as has been intimated; but, that 
it was incorporated as a RELIGIOUS CONGREGATION, 
to hold a specific taith, and to do and have ail cther 
things, incident to a Presbyterian congregation. ‘he 
preamble and first article, which specifies the qualifi- 
cations of membership, mean nothing, if they do 
not mean this. It presupposes it; and the trustees 
have acted upon that presumption, as the extracts 
from their first minutes show. ‘hey either paid the 
minister’s salary ot the congregation qwho elected him 
as fiastor, and them as trustees, or, they paid the sa- 
lary of a minister belonging to another congregation, 
and with the funds too of their constituents the Fifth 
Presbyterian congregation. The fact is, their con- 
stituents the Fifth Presbyterian congregation, reser- 
ved tothemselves the right of electing the pastor, 
fixing his salary, and directing the trustees to pay it 
out of their funds. 
The charter no where recognizes a connexion with 

any other body or society; and it the Fifth Presbyte- 
rian congregation ever had a pastor, he could only be 
such by the consent of the /egal meméers of the con- 
gregation. 

‘The charter is just as frrecise in its requirements 
and provisions, as are the charters of other Presby- 
terian congregations in this city; and which have 
controlled, and do still control the election of pastors. 
See that of the Second Presbyterian church, as an 
example. | 

To gratify the ‘* Voice of History” in his wish, we 
will furnish the extracts from. the preamble and 
charter to which he refers, and which will exhibit 
the Onsects of the congregation, and the terms or 
qualifications of membership:—‘* Whereas a num- 
ber of persons, citizens of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, have associated together under the 
name and stvleof THE FirtTH PRESBYTERIAN Con- 
GREGATION OF THE CiTy OF PHILADELPHIA, for 
the purpose of worshipping Almighty God, and being 

desirous of acquiring and enjoying the right and im- 
munities of a Corporation or body politic in Law, ac- 
cording to an act cf Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania passed &c. &c.” After the usual 
recitation, then follows**Article first. No person shall 
be considered as a member of this corporation, who 
does not maintain and adhere to the pelialous rinci- 
ples declared and maintained by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America, and by the Presbytery of the city of 
Philadelphia, who-is not of the age of twenty-one 
years, and who shall not after a house of worship 
shall be erected, hold and pay rent annually for at 
least one-fourth part of a pew insaid house.” It will 
be seen, by this article, that church membership 
only, or in other words, being a communicant only, 
never entitled a person to vote as a member of the 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation. The first article 
in the original charter as just recited, was altered, in 
order that it might be ad ipted to the new and pecu- 
har circumstances of the congregation; we find also 
trom the records. that two of the very men who now 
deny its validity, were engaged in its alteration. The 
article as altered or amended, is as follows: No per- 
son shall be considered a member of this ccerporation 
Wid is not of the age of twenty-one years, and who 
shall not OWN and pay rent annually for at least one 
half of a pew in such house of worship as may be 
OCCUPIED by said congregation.” It will thus be 
seen that the charter was altered or adapted to the 
new and peculiar circumstances of the congregation, 
which had become insolvent, and was worshipping 
ina building owned by an association of citizens— 
‘l herefore the reason of the peculiar phrase ** Occv- 
Py,” inserted in the first article as amended. It will 
also be seen, that this alteration is in accordance 
with the compact entered into between the church 
aud the association, already referred to. 

By this alteration in the charter, it will be seen, 
that every person who owned apew, or a half pew: 
iu the building which the Fifth Presbyterian con- 
gregation occupied, became necessarily a membe: 
of the Fifth Presbyterian congregation, 
From the annual notices for the election of trustees, 

given out in said building, from records of the trus- 
tees and congregation, it will be seen, that the exise 
tence of the Fifth Presbyterian congregation, has 
always been an object of much solicitudé, even by 
those who now find it convenient to call it ‘* penny- 
less” and ‘* quiescent.” 

In erecting their building, the members of the as- 
sociation assumed a great risk and severe responsi- 
bilities, and by the terms of invitation to the church 
to occupy their building, and by the alteration in the 
charter of the Fifth Presbyterian congregation, by 
which they became members,—they determined to 
secure to themselves as members of the congregation, 
possessing large interests at stake, the right of elect- 
ing such a pastor, as would promote the interests of 
the congregation, and secure at the same time, the 
objects of the association. 

In making the qualification of membership to the 
congregation consist, in ‘owning a pew or half a 
pew in the building which the Fifth Presbyterian 
congregation occupy,” there was no wrong done to 
the communicants as such; it was equally the frivi- 
lege of others (not tosay duty)to be a member of the 
congregation in its strict and proper sense, as it was 
the duty of any one of those who elected Dr. Beman. 
ase mens of becoming so, are not beyond their 
reach. 

It should not be forgotten, that some of the nien 
who are now opposed tothe m de, in which the Rev. 
Dr. Beman was elected, were parties to the com- 
pact entered into between the church and the associ- - 
ation, and were agents als» in having the charter al- 
tered to conform to the compact. It deserves fur- 
ther to be Known, that at the time this compact was 
entered into with the church, the number of pew 
owners Was very small, compared with the number 
of those at the time Dr. Beman was elected. 

If there has been any wrong done tothe Fifth 
Presbyterian church, the sin lies at the door of some 
of the very men who find it convenient now to object 
to rules and regulations which they themselves made. 
How men, in the face of a solemn compact and char- 
ter which they themselves were active in making, 
and under which, many of their fellow citizens and 
Christians have assumed heavy responsibilities, can 
appeal to the christian community, and the General 
Assembly, against their practical operation, is a sub- 
ject We Cannot explain, or understand, But the com- 
municants of the Fifth Church have not been wrong- 
ed; for neither by the original charter, any more 
than by the amended charter, were they entitled, 
simply as communicants, to vote fora pastor. But 
it may be objected, that it is money that in this case 
is torule; we answer no; it is nothing but the rules 
and regulations which our brethren made at that 
time, for their own security, which we ask to govern 
us now, | 

It should be borne in mind too, that the Presbyte- 
ries are the guardians of the peace of the churches 
under their care, and their security against heresies. 
Our form of government does not contemplate that 
a minority of interested men in a congregation, is to 
judge finally and conclusively who shall be pastor: 
itis not lett for a majority to say this, nor even for 
the unanimous voice of a congregation. ‘This deci- 
sion rests with the Presbytery to which the congre- 
gation belongs, and to the Presbytery with which the 
pastor elect is attached, and not with a congregation 
or a part thereof. 

In 1827 Dr. Skinner res gned his charge; and in 

year was re-elected by ACCLAMATION: all these elec- 
tions were in perfect accordance with the wishes and 

test, and knowing that there would be none, there 
was no necessity for appealing to rules and regula- 
tions. 

and such evidences to sustain them, as that every 
unprejudiced mind must see, that Dr. Bemanis con- 
stitutionally, according to rule, according to the 
showing of the ‘‘ Voice of History,” the p stor elect 
of the Fifth Presbyterian cougregation of Philadel- 
phia. But we have not done: we shall now attempt 
to show, notwithstanding what has been uttered by 
the **VortcE oF History,” that not only a large 
majority of the congregation, but that the strength 
of the congregation and church to», desire the Rev. 
Dr. Beman to be their pastor. We shall attempt to 
show, that the opposition which does exist in the 
church, is not original or spontaneous; but has only 
been excited by the continued and persevering et- 
forts of a very few individuals. Wecan best do this 
by a plain and brief narrative of facts, which the way 
has been prepared for exhibiting, 

Some time in December last, the Rev. Dr. Skin- 
ner having been called to a professorship in the An- 
dover Seminary, and being at that time in such ill 
health, as that a further continuance of his pastoral 
labors, would probably bring him to a premature 
grave; the congregation, at his earnest request, was 
called together in order to release him from his en- 
gagements. | 

There being a difference of opinion, in the congre- 
gation, on the expediency of releasing him, and when 
the vote of the people wasabout to be taken, a mem- 
ber of the congregation an elder in the church, (but 
who now protests against any other rule, than that 
of a promiscuous vote) stated to the chairman of the 
meeting, that the cougregation had sfecific rules for 
overning their vole at congregational meetings, 
Lhis gentleman, to whom belongs the credit mainly, 

ed at that time, that the charter was valid and obli-. 
gatory; and evidently wished to avail himself of the 
advantages which it might afford, for the accomplish- 
ment of his peculiar views and wishes, 
The chairman of the meeting, upon this appeal, 

said, that he thought and accordingly decided, that 
all who were members of the church in good stand- 
ing, were entitled to vote. It deserves to be stated 
here, that the gentleman who acted as chairman, 
has been consistent in this matter throughout: he 
has uniformly contended that all comnyunicants in 
good standing ought to enjoy the important privilege 
of voting in all cases in which a pastor is concerned. 

The gentleman who appealed to the chair, after its 

decision, stated that he gav¢ notice that he should 
protest against that mode of voting being considered 
as a precedent in the congregation. 

Dr. Skinner, according to his urgent request was 
dismissed, and on the Thursday following when the 

votes, of the members of the congregation. No cone 

We think that we have now exhibited such facts 

of m: king the rule, and altering the charter, believ-. 

1828 Dr. Beecher was elected by acclamation: he 
declined; and Dr. Skinner in the tall of the same_ 
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fecting Dr Beman’s character, 

‘judices which they were 

194 THE PRESB YTERIAN. 
Presbytery metto sanction what the congregation 
had done, immediately after its atljournment, three 
of the gentlemen who now deny the validity of the 
charter, conferred with the Kev. Dr. Ely on the 
subject of electing a successor to Dr. Skinner, and in- 
formed him that the Fifth Presbyterian congrega- 
tion Aad a rhartcr. 
These gett:lemen,; it appears, were not 80 cer-ain 

qualification, except that of being communicants, 

was so full and a. that it was printed and cir- 
culated Chrough the congregation, ‘This gave Im- 
inense offence. 

As the 9th of Sept. approached—the period ap- 
pointed for the congregational meeting—miatters as- 
sumed a most fearful aspect ; and at one of the most 
solemn mectings of the church, shortly after the 

congregational meeting, the elder presiding, address- 
then. that all the communicants without any other | Communion season, and a few evenings preceding the | 

wereentitld to vole: they knew, that there were 
specific rules, by which the congregation wis to be 
governed, in the election of a pastoz. 
The appeal, which was mace to the chair, at the 

congregational meeting, was the first intimation 

which the people generally had, that all were not 
entitled to vote; which created considerable anxiety, 
and many enguiries among the people. As this was 
the first congrevational meeting since 1816, in which 
serious differences of opinion existed, and were con- 
tested, it was found necessary to have the question 
or right of voting definitely settled. 

From the unanimity, and universal acclamotions 
with which all questions had been carried at the 
previous congregational meetings, all who attended 
them thought and felt that they had a right to vote. 
The Association was called together, and the sub- 
ject was referred toa committee. This committee, 
after fully investigating the subject, after carefully 
examining the charter, were of the opinion that 
none but pew or half pew owners were entitled to 
vote. T'woof the gentlemen who now object to this 
rule, were on that committee. The Association 
finding that the rule had been fixed beyond dispute, 
resolved “that it is inexpedient to legislate on the 
subject.’ It was believed by those who desired a 
more liberal rule, that nothing short of an alteration 
of the charter, could accomplish it. Inthe mean 
time, many of the people began to feel the impor- 
tance of obtaining a successor to Dr. Skinner. It 
was believed by many, that the longer we were 
without a pastor, the more difficult would it be to 
obtain and settle one: accordingly, some days after 
the observance of a day of fasting, humiliation and 
praver, appointed by session, petitions were pre- 
sented to session, containing in all about one hundred 
names. ‘I'wo of the petitions expressed the belief, 
‘that the congregation was prepared for, and desired 
the election of the Rev. Dr. Beman as pastor;” 
which was theuzht both honest and necessary. This 
eminent divine, had been long favourably known to 
the congregation; and w:s deemed, in all respects, 
qualified to advance the interest of the church and 
congregation. 
While the petitions were in circulation, several of 

the members of the scssion, who are now unfortu- 
~ nately oppos: d to his election, were consulted; one 

of them stated that he knew of but one man, and 
that his tormer pastor, whom he should prefer to 
Dr. Beman; and another, that he had at least no 
objections to him. Those who desired Dr. Beman 
never intended to force him either upon the congre- 
gation, church, or session; as their conduct in this 
and other instances will prove. 

Session were also assured, by those who were ac- 
tive in circulating the petitions, that in the event of 
a congregational meeting, if ten men were found to 
be opposed to the election of Dr. Beman as pastor, 
he cad be dropped asa candidate. Session refer- 
red the petitions to a committee for examination, 
and after hearing the report of their committee de- 
cided by the casting vote of the moderator against 
calling a congregational meeting. By this act, the 

titioners felt that they were treated as aliens and 
vreigners; no reason was assigned for it. An ad- 
dress, adopted also by the casting vote of the mode- 
rator, or chairman, at a subsequent meeting, was 
read to the congregation on Sabbath; exhorting the 
people against the circulation of fafers in the con- 
gregation for a particular candidate. “Lhe petition- 
ers were aggrieved at this course; they felt it to be 
unkind, particularly as Sessicn had on the recall of 
the Rev. Dr. Skinner, called a congregati nal meet- 
ing at the request of about forty persons. “This un- 
kind act, however, did allay the desire of the peo- 

ple to have Dr. Beman; and it soon became evident, 
too, that the qualified voters would electhim. ‘The 
minority of the legal voters found it uecessary te 
shift their ground, and began to discover, a marvel- 
lous interest for the communicants as such. The 
congregation being considerably excited, Session re- 
solved, unsolicited, to call a congregational meeting, 
to be held 13th April; it was also resolved ut the 
same time,that ‘‘al/ persons, females as well as males, 
shall be eniitld to vote who do not refuse to submil 
to the censures of the Church regularly adminis- 
tered.” &c.—a subject over which they have as much 
control, as they have over the lunations of the moon. 
This resolution was repeatedly read to the congre- 
gation assembled for worship. 

But this was not all: it was also resolved by the 
casting vote of the moderator of session, to recom- 
mend to the congregation the Rev. Joel Parker of 
New York, as a candidate for the pastoral office; 
and appointed one of their number to nominate him 
at the congregational meeting. The ‘‘Voicr oF 
History” intimates, that the apology for this act is, 
that it was done to counteract ‘fan eddy in a corner 
of the congregation.” A sorry apology for the ‘*re- 
presentatives of the people.” If the four members 
of session had Iecft the people to their own free spon- 
taneous choice, as did the apostle Peter, even in the 
important matter of electing an apostle,—and had 
not assumed to themselves that privilege and had 
not appointed one of their number to nominate him 
to the people, we should have elected Ir. Beman, 
with probably as much unanimity, as did the firs¢ 

Christians a Matthias. ‘lhe election of an apostle, 

however, was a different matter from that of a pas- 
tor; and for other objects: the sacred text says, 
that it was to ‘‘ordain him to be a witness” with the 
other apostles ‘fof the resurrection.” In other 
words, his election was to be evidence, that he was 
a credible witness of the truth of the Gospel: it was 
not to constitute him pastor of any particular con- 
gregation ere was no planning there to coun- 
teract an “eddy.” The other example twice 

quoted is equally unfortunate—the text is, “Look 
ye out seven men,” &c. Here again the apostles 
disclains the right of nominating to the church, can- 
didates for office, even when there was a murmur- 
ing in it, or what the “Voice of History” would 
have called an “eddy in a corner of the congrega- 
tion.” 

As the period of the election approached, those 
of the congregation who preferred Dr. Beman, felt, 
that if he was nominated and elected under such 

ed the people on the state of the church, instructing 
them to sacrifice their preferences for any man 
for the sake ot the church, told thein of the trials 
and difficulties he had endured, the sacrifices he 
had made, and the unkind treatment he had met 
with from his brett ren, referring no doubt to those 
whoa desired the election of Dr. Beman, against his 
wishes, “The whole address was calculated to ex- 
cite the sympathies of the people in his behalf as 
an oppressed man, and array their feelings against 
those who differed with him in opinion on the sub- 
ject of a pastor, and the man too whom they preter- 
red as such. 
We heard an elder once in Presbytery, declare, 

that he had as good a right to preach, as the mode- 
rator whom he addressed: the confidence with 
which it was uttered made us half believe that it 
was true ; but we never even dreamed that his text 
or his subject would not be suggested by the bible. 
To return. 

This exhibition destroyed the last lingering hope 
that was entertained of realizing the same unanimity 
in the approaching election, which was witnessed in 
the election of the Rev. Mr. Parker. 

It became then a matter of painful assurance, that 
there must be a ‘‘contested” election, or abject sub- 
mission toa few men. It was felt that the congre- 
gation needed mere than ever such a man as Dr. 
Beman, and it became a solemn duty to make the 
attempt to obtain him, and abide the issue. 5 
On the Sabbath preceding the election, notice of it 

was given, and the communicants by the “solemn 
authority of an elder,” were called upon to be pre- 
sent in places to vote. of the communi- 
cunts who were originally friendly to Dr. Beman, 
had their prejudices excited against him, because it 
was told them that they were to be deprived of their 
right of voting; for, when it was known that Dr. 
Ely was to moderate the meeting, that fact brought 
with it the assurance, that he would do it presbyte- 
rially, according to the rule in the case, the very rule 
which was adopted and intended to be relied on, by 
some of the very men to whom it is now so offensive, 
when their numbers too, as pew owners or corpora- 
tors scarcely amounted to one fourth of the present 
number. 

Dr. Ely knew we had a charter; these same gen- 
tlemen informed him of that fact (as already no- 
ticed) at the meeting of presbytery in December 
last. when Dr. Skinner was dismissed. 
The Treasurer of the Association, notwithstand- 

his opposition to the election, must have thought, 
that the charter was to rule; for he came tothe 
congregational meeting with a list of the members of 
the corporation ; and it was by that list, that Dr. 
Beman was elected. 
When the congregation was convened, and after 

his interview with the session, the charter was plac- 
ed in Dr. Ely’s hands. After declaring his views 
on the subject of electing a pastor, and asking the 
question ‘Are you now ready to proceed to the elec- 
tion of a pastor,” a very protracted discussion of 
several hours from one side took place, to prove 
what a vote of twenty minutes utterly disproved. 
The scene that took place there we never wish to wit- 
ness again. Family services were pleaded, the divine 
right of the elders, their prayers, their fastings and 
tears were urged as reasons why the election should 
not take place; the Moderator was appealed to, to 
do the people justice ; and all because they, who 
had the right, believed Dr. Beman to be the best 
man under all the circumstances of the case, they 
coud elect, an-l intended to clect. 

Dr. Beman was accordingly elected, and his sala- 
ry fixed by those to. whom it belonged to fix ii—the 
ccorporators, who as members of the Association 
control the furds for that specific purpose. The 
church as such, has no more control over that mat- 
ter, than it has over the funds of the United States 
Bank. ‘lhis election of Dr. Beman, notwithstanding 
the ‘*Voice of History” to the contrary, is the sIxTH 
election.—Dr. Beman is then, the pastor elect of the 
Fifth Presbyterian congregation, made such by the 
vote of Thirty corporators to Twelve opposed. 

As tothe vote of the communicants, a person not 
in the secret, might be led to suppose from what 
the ‘* Voice of History” has said, that the whole 
church, and with it the whole session too, had voted 
to reject Dr. Beman ; it can scarcely be believed 
that he intended to convey this impression. The 
meeting ’tis true was a large one ; there was much 
excitement, and there were a large number of the 
members of the church present. When the vote of 
the éoimmunicants was taken, it appeared that there 
were nivety-seven in favor of, and one hundred and 
fourteen oppos+! to the election of Dr. Beman as 
their pastor. This vote, as was that of the corpo- 
rators, was taken by ayes and noes; and when a vote 
in the negative was hesitant or doubtful, it had the 
special countenance and aid of two or three prompt 
assistants to confirm it. ‘This voluntary service it is 
believed, did not escape the observation of the mo 
derator. We shall examine the character of this 
Opposition in another place. 

n this vote, the most surprising thing of all is, 
considering the excitement, produced by a belief 
that the people were deprived of their right-, and 
with the appeals which were made by three of the 
elcers, tege her with the exhortation of the modera- 
tor to the majority of the corporators to relinquish 
their right of calling Dr. Beman, that the whole 
church were not oppcesed. It required no small 
degree of moral courage, particularly in a female, 
to vote against the solemn appeals of men whom 
they had been for years accustomed to regard with 
so much veneration.and confidence. 

vote in the negative» who otherwise would gladly 
have voted inthe affirmative. Neither should it be 
forgotten that the three elders who voted for Dr. 
Beman, made no appeals to the people, either for 
themselves or for Dr. Be man. 

The vote then given in favour of Dr. Beman, par- 
ticularly by the females, under such circumstances, 
cannot but be regarded as a signal exhibition of mo- 
ral courage. Of the females who voted against Dr. 
Beman, there are to be found among them those 

eeaeia the would probably decline a call:| who for piety, talents and usefulness would be an ac- 
< 

they had also some experience of Mr. Parker’s 
piety and zeal as a preacher, and felt, that although 
he might not possess equal talents with Dr. Beman, 
yet asa devoted minister, he would probably give 
weneral satisfaction tothe congregation. They felt, 
too, that the cause of religion, not only in the 
church, but in the world, was suffering; it was ac- 
cordingly determined to wave their preference for 
Ir. Beman, and: concentrate their vote upon the 
Rev. Mr. Parker. He was. accordingly elected on 
the 1Sth Apri’, by ‘‘acclamation;” but declined ac- 
cepting the call. 

The friends of Dr. Beman felt that as they had 
once sacrificed their preferences for the sake of 
peace, they might reasonably expect their brethren 
to reciprocate the same feeling towards them. 

On the 27th of June, a petition was again present- 
ed to the session, signed by thirty legal voters, pray- 

ing that a congregational meeting might be speedily 
called for the election of a pastor. As collateral 
evidence that the people generally desired the same | 
thing, petitions were also presented at the same 
time from one hundred and eighty-five other persons, 

consisting of pew reuters and communicants, and 
several stated worshippers, making in all two hun- 
dred and fifteen persons, and with but two or three 
exceptions, all of them adults. 

These petitions were again rejected by the casting 
vote of the Moderator because there was not a ma- 
jority of persons entitled to vote in in the case: but 
that in view of the circumstances of the church and 
congregation, session appointed appointed a meeting 
to be held the 9th of Sept. next ensuing. 
Thus again was the constitutional and respectful | 
uest of two hundred and fifteen persons disre- | 

garded; adopting as a pretext ‘that there was not 
uw majority of persons entitled to vote in the case,” 

 potwithstanding one Aundred and eighty of them 
were memb re ofthe church; assuming that all who 
did not petition were opposed to the objects of the 
petitioners. We shall advert to this rule in another 
place. 

n jurjous reports were in circulation. af- 
his age and health, | 

it was deemed incumbent by his friends, to seck such 
information as would disabuse the people of. the pre- 

led. to entertain. Among 

the variety of highly satisfactory information which 

quisition to ne church. The same remurks will 
with equal truth apply to those who voted for him. 

Tt ought further to be known, that the pew rent- 
ers, as such, had no vote: from a most careful inves- 
tigation which we have made in this matter, we 
find, that out of the pew renters who have express- 
ed their wishes either as voters among the commu- 
nicants or by fretitions to presbytery, that the largest 
amount of rents is deri dy from that portion of them 
who desire to have Dr. Beman as their pastor. 
But as we have occupied more space than we orig}. 
nally intended, a few more tacts and we have done. 

_ Those who opposed Dr. Beman, being dissatished 
with their vote of but nineteen or twenty men, in- 
cluding four elders, seventy-one or two women, and 
twenty-two minors, out of a church containing five 
hundred and seventy-eight communicants, notwith- 
standing all the solemn appeals with which they 
were assailed, tried another expedient of increasing 
the number of opposers under the more imposing 
form of a protest, to be laid before presbytery. 

Protests were accordingly prepared. immediately 
after the election, and circulated with.a zeal and in- 
dustry in every accessible portion of the church, 
which proved too evidently the desperateness of the 
cause which-they were intended to sustain. 

This too was countenanced by some of the men 
who published to the congregation a solemn. warn- 
jng against the circulation. of papers in the congre- 
ration. 
. None with whom there was.a hops of being suc- 
cessful escaped a visit from these protests: even the 
little sunday-school scholar was not neglected.. 

At the next meeting for worship;.on the evening 
of the 11th inst. and while the protests were in cir- 
culation, the elder presiding or conducting the meet- 
ing, told the people that they had been ceprived of 
their rights, which were given to strangers,. declar- | 
ed that they. had no pastor elect, that he was a pas- , 
tor rejected, and urged the people to pray the Lord 
to send them one after his own heart; and conclud- 
ed by calling on some brethren of kindred feeling to 
pray. ‘Then was witnessed the shocking spectacle 
of men professing to worship God, praying echoes to 
what in reality must be regarded as a seditious 
speech. It had its effect; it helped to swell the pro- 
tests with names. Would to God that this had been 
the last of these exhibitions—it was not: some of our 
meetings have been, to say the least,.so unedifying 

And it is well | 
known that a sentiment of this sort induced many to | D 

was obtained, a letter received from Dr. Skinner |’as to render absence from them a duty. The dail 
jouvnal was even resorted to, to help on the opposi-. 
tion to bring odium upon the moderator of the meet- 
ing and the pastor elect. We sicken at the recol- 
lection of these things. 

And with all these means in requisition, and 
twelve protests in circulation, there was exhibited 
to presbytery one hundred and seventy-seven names, 
including some twice signed, and an apology for not 
having more, out of a church numbering nearly six 
hundred communicants. 
‘These protests, as we have elsewhere remarked 

‘f the vote at the congregational meeting, contain- 
ed the names of many wio tor piety, talents and use- 
fulness would be an acquisition to any church. 
From accurate investigations it was found that 

numbers signed because they thought that they had 
been deprived of their rights, others signed out of 
regard to four members of the session, some because 
they thought Dr. Beman an invalid. It is known too 
that names were on the protest by proxy. | 

We find trom an accurate list of the communi- 
cants kept by an elder, that there are five hundred 
and seventy-eight persons in the communion of the 
Fifth Presbyterian Church. Of this number, after 
the most careful inquiries, we find that nincty-seven 
are male adults—the balance are females and mi- 
nors. 
We have taken great pains to analyze the protest, 

and find that it contains the names of twenty-one 
male adults, of whom eighteen are communicants, 
one hundred and twenty nine females, and twenty- 
seven ininors. “These names were that svere fre- 
sented to presbytery under all the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances which were induced to obtain them; 
many of them, we have satisfactory evidence, did 
not sign the protest out of dislike to Dr. Beman: but 
admit that they did, and that their names stand for 
all that the protest expresses, will any man, will 
even the **Voice of History,” say that they constitute 
the Fifth Presbyterian Church, or a majority of it? 
By reducing these twenty-one men to simpler ele- 

ments, we find that seven of them are owners, eight 
of them renters, and all but three communicants. 
Phis isthe result which the most careful analysis will 
ield. 

r Tothe above add four elders, and you have the 
whole male cdult ofifiosition of the church and con- 
gregation, as it was presented before presbytery. 

By the rule which the four members of session 
adopted, when they rejected the petition of two 
hundred and fifteen persons, Spey them to 
call a congregational meeting, ) because there was 
not a majority of the whole church petitioned; as- 
suming as a fact, that all who did not sign the peti 
tion were opposed to a meeting—then these one 
hundred and seventy-seven persons, not being a ma- 
jority of the church, these four elders, to be consist- 
ent, ought, by their own rule, cease to urge any ob- 
jections to the settlement of Dr. Beman. 

They were certainly honest in the adoption of that 
rule, and ought, urquestionably, to give us the bene- 
fit of it. This rule, however, works quite as fatally 
to their wishes as do those of the charter. 
We might here, we think, successfully close: but 

we feel compelled to make one further exhibit of tiie 
weakness which opposes Dr. Beman, and the 
strength by which he bas been elected and will be 
sustained—and we shall have done with this subject 
and the ** Voice of History,” at least for a season. 
We have before us the names of severty-seven 

men; consisting of pew owners, communicants and 
renters; we say nothing of their wives and children, 
who are members of the church—nothing of the fe- 
male communicants and renters who desire Dr. Be- 
man to be their pastor; we shall only speak of these 
seventy-seven men, who, either by their vote, or by 
petition, or by special note to presbytery, ask Dr. 
Beman to be their pastor. Of these seventy-seven 
men, fifty-seven are communicants, forty are own- 
ers of pews or corpcrators, and twenty-five are 
renters. 

‘These forty pew owners hold in their own right 
property in the church amounting to twenty one 

tribute _in annual rents with others, renters, who 
desire Dr. Beman, the sum of fourtecn hundred and 
thirty dollars. ‘Those opposed to the settlement of 
Dr. Beman hold in their own right property amount- 
ing to six thousand eight hundred and eighty-five 
dollars, and contribute in annual rents with all the 
other renters on the protest the sum of eight hundred 
and thirty dollars. On an obligation to secure the 

Dr. Beman constitute a majority, and upon an annual 
subscription to pay this interest, those who desire 
Dr. Beman contribute six hundred and twenty dol- 
lars, those opposed one hundred and seventy. ‘These 
statements are not made at random; they have been 
taken from the books of the association, executive 
committee, and treasurer;the most authentic sources 
have been consulted. 

Will any candid man say, that it is our duty with 
all these means of success at our command, to yield 
again. If (as ought to be dene, and as facts will war- 
rant,) the annual amount of rents paid by those who 
have unfortunately signed the protest, but who have 
nevertheless assured us, that they are not opposed 
to Dr. Beman, but to the mode of his election—if 
the amount which they pay be addedto that which 
we contribute, there would scarcely be left, to the 
real opposers of Dr. Beman, funds sufficient to pay 
the services of a janitor or sextcn. Weexh bit a 
money account; b:t, it is money owned and con- 
tributed by those who have at least the same claims 
to be regarded and treated as the church—cqual- 
ly as much so, as those have, for whom the ** Voice 
of History” claims the exclusive title and privilege. 

Of that very large balance of the communicants, 
and that portion of the owners and renters too, who 
did not and who could not be prevailed upon to sign 
the protest, notwithstanding all the zeal and means 
which were brought into requisition to effect it, a 
mere novice can answer for their sentiments an‘ 
wishes, 

Finding that nothing short of the abandonment of 
r. Beman as pastor, would satisfy his opposers, 

and having once made this sacrifice to their demands, 
knowing too that collision and strife must ultimately 
eventuate in the destruction of the church and con- 
gregation, and every important interest connected 
with it, and notwithstanding the righteousness of our 
cause and the vantage ground upon which it stands, 
it was proposed, either to scll out to our opposers, or 
to pay them forthat portion of the property which 
they owned. lt was even left for them, to fix the 
price at which they would purchase or sell, or if 
they declined fixing a price, then we would fix the 
price at which we would purchase or sell. 
We had not, and we have not now, as we think a!] 

our conduct will. prove, any desire to cppress or to 
take advantage of our brethren; but we have the 
feelings of men,and it is hoped renewed men, and do 
not feel that it is our duty again to submit to a minor- 
ity of the church and congregation. Candid and 
dispassionate men must say so too, 
We only ask our brethren to submit to the rules 

and regulations, which some of the more violent of 
our opposers made, to secure their interes's; and 
that at a time teo, when their number scarcely 
amounted to one fourth of the present number of 
members of the ‘‘congregation.” 
With such facts and evidences, is it surprising, 

that the **Second Fresbytery of Philadelphia,” not- 
withstanding the learning, tact and eloquence by 
which we were opposed—is it a marvellous thing, 
that the presbytery were so unanimous in giving us 
xermission to prosecute the call for the Rev. Dr. 
eman,. 
We are pained that circumstances have transpired 

in the Fifth Presbyterian Church to make it a sub- 
ject of discussion in the public journals; we are 
awed in being compelled to make this exposure, 
ut our interest in the church and congregation, and 

the solemn trast committed to our care, to protect 
and secure, demands this exposure. Our interests 
have been assailed in the desk, in the daily journals; 
and now by a **Voice of History,’ semi-fabulous, in 
the Presbyterian. With our opposers, (particularly 
in the daily and religious journals) we have no desire 
to measure strength ; our pursuits and professions 
disqualify us tor it: there are among them too, those 
with whom we are engaged and have been engaged, 
for years in projects of benevolence, whose confi- 
dence we value, and whose characters we love. 

THOMAS ELMES, 

NICODEMUS LLOYD, 
D. Il. MASON, | 
JOHN WIEGAND, 
THOMAS FITCH, 
ROBERT EARP, 
JOHN B. STRYKER, 
LEONARD JEWELL. 

Philadeiphia, Nov, 25, 1833. 

*Of this sum upwards of $7000 has been purchased since 
the election, it is believed aiso thata pew amounting to $550 
has been purchased by the “Voice of Hi es ory 

thousand eight hundred and ninety dollars,® and con- 

interest upon a mortgage of $13000, the friends of 

THE LATE DR. M:MILLAN. 

[It is with feelings of great regard for his me- 
mory, that we record the death of the venerable 
atriarch of the West, the Rev. Join M*Millan,. 
.D. By many of our readers, he is known as 

the — who opened the way for the Gospel 
in Western Pennsylvania, and for many years 
past his still powerful voice thundered forth the 
truth in the same region. We have the pleasure 
of presenting a letter from this excellent father 
in our church, which was written in answer toa 
request from the President of the College of New 
Jersey, that Dr. M‘Millan, as one of the oldest 
surviving alumni, would communicate some of 
his reminiscences. Since the lamented decease 
of the writer, no reason exists for withholding it 
from the public. ] 

Letter from the late Rev. Dr. M+ Millan to President 
Carnahan, 

Cuartiens, March 26th, 1832. 
Rev, and Dear Sir,—I received your friendly 

letter, and will endeavour to comply with your 
request. I was born in Faggs Manor, Chester 
county, Pennsylvania. I was first sent to a gram- 
mar school kept by the Rev. John Blair, where I 
remained until he was removed to Princeton, to 
superintend the College there. I was then sent 
to Pequea, to a grammar school kept by the Rev. 
Robert Smith. While there, the Lord poured out 
his Spirit upon the students, and I believe there 
were but few who were not brought under serious 
concern about their immortal souls; some of whom 
became blessings in their day, and were eminently 
useful in the church of Christ, but they are all 
now gonetorest. It was here that I received my 
first religious impressions, though as long as I 
can remember I had at times some checks of con- 
science, and some alarms about the state of my 
soul, but these seasons were of short continuance. 
Like the morning cloud and the early dew, they 
quickly passed away. I now saw that I was a 
lost, undone sinner, exposed to the wrath of a 
justly offended God, and could do nothing for my 
own relief. My convictions were not attended 
with much horror, though I felt that I deserved 
hell, and that in all probability it must be my 
portion ; yet I could not feel that distress which I 
ought to feel, and which 1 thought 1 must feel, 
idebe I could expect to obtain relief. 
much legality mingled with all the duties which 
I attempted to perforin. In this situation I conti- 
nued until [ went to gimp sree College in the 
spring of 1770. [ had not been long there until 
a revival of religion took place among the stu- 
dents, and I believe at one time, there were not 
more than two or three who were not under se- 
rious impressions. Ona day which had been set 
apart by a number of the students to be observed 
as a day of fasting and prayer, while the others 
were at dinner, I retired to my study, and while 
trying to pray, I got some discoveries of divine 
things which I had never had before. I saw that 
the divine law was not only holy, just, and spi- 
ritual, but that it was also good, and that con- 
formity to it would make me happy. I felt no 
disposition to quarrel with the law, but with my- 
self, because | was not conformed to it. 1 felt 
that it was now easy to submit to the Gospel plan 

| of salvation, and enjoyed a calm and serenity of 
mind, to which I had hitherto been a stranger. 
And this was followed by a delight in contem- 
plating the Divine glory, in all His works, and in 
meditating on the Divine perfections. 1 thought 
that I could see God in every thing around me. 

continued at College until the fall of 1772, 
when I returned to Pequea, and began the study 
of Theology under the direction of the Rev. Ro- 
bert Smith, D. D. I had great difficulties in my 
own mind about undertaking the work of the 
Gospel ministry. I at last came to this determi- 
nation, to Jeave the matter wholly with God; if 

he opened the way, I would go on; if he shut it, 
I would be satisfied; and I think if ever 1 knew 
what it was to have no will of my own about any 
matter, it was about this. I passed through my 
trials in the Presbytery of Newcastle, and was 
licensed by them to preach the Gospel, October 
26th, 1774, at East Nottingham. The first winter 
I spent in itinerating among the vacant congrega- 
tions of Newcastle and Donegal Presbyteries. In 
the sammer of °75 I took a tour through the set- 
tlements of Virginia, between the North and 
South mountains. In July, I crossed the moun- 
tains, between Staunton and the head of Tygart’s 
Valley; preached in the various settlements 
through which I passed until I came to Chartiers; 
preached on the 4th Sabbath of August, and on 
the Tuesday following, at Pigeon’s Creek. I 
then turned my course eastward, and preached in 
the different settlements as I passed along. In 
the winter I again visited Augusta county in Vir- 
ginia, crossed the mountains in January, and 
preached at Pigeon Creek and Chartiers, until 
the latter end of March, 1776, when I returned 
home, and at a meeting of Presbytery on the 23d 
of April, accepted a call from the united congre- 
gations of Chartiers and Pigeon Creck, and was 

dismissed to join the Presbytery of Donegal, and 
on the 19th of June, was ordained at Chambersburg. 

It being the time of the revolutionary war, and 
the Indians being very troublesome on the fron- 
tiers, 1 was prevented from removing my family 
to my congregations until November, 1778. I 
however visited them as often as I could, ordain- 
ed elders, baptized their children, and took as 
much care of them as circumstances would per- 
mit. When I came to this country, the cabin in 
which I was to live was raised, but there was no 
roof on it, nor any chimney or floor. ‘The people 
however were very kind, assisted me in preparing 
'my house, and on the 16th of December I moved 
intoit. But we had neither bedstead, nor tables, 
nor stool, nor chair, nor bucket. All these things 
we had to leave behind us, as there was no wagon 
road at that time over the mountains; we could 
bring nothing with us but what was carried on 
pack-horses. We placed two boxes on each other, 
which served us for a table, and two kegs answer- 
ed for seats; and having committed ourselves to 
God in family worship, we spread a bed on the 
floor, and slept soundly till morning. The next 
day, a neighbour coming to my assistance, we 
made a table and stool, and in a little time had 
every thing comfortable about us. Sometimes 
indeed we had no bread for weeks together, but 
we had plenty of pumpkins and potatoes, and all 
the necessaries of life; as for luxuries, we were 
not much concerned about them. We enjoyed 
health, the Gospel and its ordinances, and pious 
friends. We were in the place where we believed 
God would have us to be, and we did not doubt 
but that he would provide for us every thing ne- 
cessary; and (glory to his name!) we were not 
disappointed. My wife and I lived comfortably 
together more than forty-three years, and on the 
24th of November, 1819, she departed triumphant- 
ly to take possession of her house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. | 
When I had determined to come to this coun- 

try, Dr. Smith enjoined it upon me to look: out 
for some pious young men, and educate them for 
the ministry ; for, said he, though some men of 
piety and talents may go to a new country at first, 
yet if they are not careful to raise up others, the 
country will not be well supplied. Accordingly 
I collected a few who gave evidence of piety, 
and taught them the Latin and Greek languages. 
Some of them became useful, and others eminent 
ministers of the Gospel. I had still a few with 
me when the academy was opened in Canons- 
burgh, and finding that I could not teach and do 
justice to my congregation, I immediately gave it 
up, and seat them there. 

The first remarkable season of the outpouring 
of the Spirit whieh we enjoyed in this congrega- 
tion began about the middle of December, 1781. 
It made its first appearance among a few who 
met together for social worship on the evening of 
a thanksgiving day, which had been appointed 
by Congress. This encouraged us to appoint 
other meetings, for the same purpose, on Sabbath 
ae and the appearances still increasing, 
Sabbath-night Societies were continued, with but 

-| little interruption, for nearly two years. It was 
then usual to spend the whole night in religious 
exercises, nor did the time seem tedious, for the 
Lord was there, and his work went pleasantly 
on. Many were pricked to the heart with deep 

I felt also. 

some divine truth. 

convictions, and a goodly number, we hope, were 
brought to close the happy match with precious 
Christ. At the first sacramental occasion after 
the work began, forty-five were added to the 
church, many of whom continued bringing forth 
the fruits of righteousness, and filling important 
offices in the church, until they were removed to 
the world of spirits. ‘This time of refreshing 
continued in a greater or less degree, until the 
year 1794. Upon every sacramental occasion 
during this period, numbers were added to the 
church, who gave comfortable evidence of their 
having obtained a saving change of heart; but as 
I neglected to keep a register of their names, I 
connot now ascertain the number. The next re- 
markable season of the ontpourings of God’s 
Spirit was in the year 1795. This however was 
not very extensive, nor of long continuance. 
Yet during this season about fifty were added to 
the church, most of whom continued to manifest 
by their walk and conversation that they had ex- 
perienced a real change of heart, and some of | 
them became successful preachers of the Gospel, 
though there were some lamentable instances of 
apostacy. In the spring of the year 1799, the 
Lord again graciously revived his work in this 
congregation. Many were at once awakened to 
a serious concern about their immortal souls, and 

made to inquire the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, weeping as they went. Of those 
who were thus awakened, about sixty joined the 
church and made a public profession of religion. 
This revival, as wel] as that of 1795, was carried 
on without much external appearance, except a 
solemn attention, and silent weeping under the 
preaching of the word. From that time until the 
fall of the year 1802, religion was evidently on 
the decline; for though some were every year 
added to the church, yet they were generally 
such as had been brought under serious impres- 
sions in 1799, and there were few or none awak- 
ened. Sinners became more bold in sin, and 
floods of vanitv and carnality appeared likely to 
carry all before them. Even the pious them- 
selves became very weak and feeble in the cause 
of Christ, and much buried in the world, inso- 
much that when God returned to build up Zion, 
it might in truth be said: ** we were as men that 
dream.’” Many stood astonished, not knowing 
what to make of it; and but few were prepared 
to meet the Lord, and bid him welcome. This 
work differed from former revivals only in this, 
that the body was more generally affected. It 
was no unusual thing to see a person so entirely 
deprived of bodily strength, that they would fall 
from their seats, or off their feet, and be as un- 
able to help themselves as a new-born child. 1 
have seen some lie in this condition for hours, 
who yet said that they could hear every thing 
that was spoken, and felt their minds more com- 
posed and more capable of attending to divine 
things than when their bodies were not thus af- 
fected. As far as I could observe the bodily ex- 
ercise never preceded, but always followed, upon 
the mind’s being deeply impressed with a sense 

Between fifty and sixty 
joined the church as the fruits of this revival; a 
number of whom were students in the college, 
and now preaching the Gospel of Christ, to their 
fellow dying men. Since that time religion has 
rather been on the decline, though still we are 
not left without some tokens of the divine pre- 
sence. At every sacramental occasion, some 
have come out from the world, and professed to 
take the Lord for their portion. 

The Rev. Joseph Smith settled at Buffaloe in 
the autumn of 17380. .His congregation shared 
largely in the revival that commenced in 1781. 
I believe that both he and Mr. ower were born 
in Nottingham. He departed this life April 19, 
1792. Thaddeus Dodd settled at Ten Mile, per- 
haps, 1779. He died May 20, 1793. Jumes 
Powel settled at Mount Pleasant in 1781. He 
died in 1830. Ife had not preached for some 
years before his death. James Dunlap settled at 
aurel Hill, I believe in 1781. ‘The time of his 

death I do not exactly know. He was for some 
years president of Jefferson College. ‘The Rev. 
John Clark settled at Bethel in 1772, and died 
July 13, 1791, in the 79th year of his age. John 
Watson and Thomas Hughs were licensed to 
preach in the fall of 1798. Watson, you know, 
died on the 3lst of November, 1802. Hughs yet 
lives, and was the first who settled north of the 
Ohio river. Concerning Mr. Strain of Slate 
Ridge, I knew but little, he died the same week 
in which 1 was licensed, 1774. The first Pres- 
bytery that met on this side of the mountains was 
held at Mount Pleasant, on the third week of Oc- 
tober, 1733. The first Synod met at Pittsburgh, 
on the last Wednesday of September, 1802. 
I forgot to tell you, in the proper place, that I 

was born on the llth of November, 1752. Iam 
uow in my 80th year, and have outlived all the 
Jirst set of ministers who settled on this side of 
the mountains, viz. the Rev. Messrs. James Fin- 
ley, James Power, James Dunlap, John Clark, 
Joseph Smith and Thaddeus Dodd; and all the 
second set, who were raised in this country, viz. 

Joseph Patterson, James Hughs, John Brice, 
James M‘Gready, William Swan, Samuel Por- 
ter, Thomas Marquis, and John M‘Pherrin. Sev- 
eral of the third set are also gone to rest, viz. 
John Watson, William Moorhead, David Smith, 
and William Wick. I yet enjoy pretty good 
health, though sometimes troubled with rheuma- 
tic pains. lam still able to preach, though my 
memory has much failed, so that I am obliged to 
make more use of notes than formerly, yet my 
lungs are still good, and I can bawl almost as 
loud as ever. 

Thus I think I have fully complied with your 
request. If in any thing I can gratify you fur- 
ther, you may freely command me. As I have 
given up my congregation, because I could no 
longer perform the duties of a pastor, if my life 
and health be continued, I design this spring and 
summer to visit some of the old congregations 
which I helped to collect, and see how they do, 
and once more blow the gospel trumpet among 
them. Joun M‘Mi ian. 

POPERY ILLUSTRATED. 

On the entry of the French into Toledo during 
the late Peninsular war, General La Salle visited 
the Palace of the Inquisition. One of the instru- 
ments of torture there found deserves a particular 
description. In a subterraneous vault, adjoining 
to the audience chamber, stood in a recess in the 
wall a wooden statue, made by the hands of 
Monks, representing the Virgin Mary. A gilded 
glory beamed round her head, and she held a} 
standard in her right hand. Notwithstanding the 
ample folds of the silk garment which fell from 
her shoulders on both sides, it appeared that she 
wore a breastplate; and, upon a closer examina- 
tion, it was found that the whole front of the 
body was covered with extremely sharp nails and 
small daggers, or blades of knives, with the 
points projecting outwards. The arms and hands 
had joints, and their motions were directed by 
machinery, placed behind the partition. One of 
the servants of the Inquisition was ordered to 
make the machine manceuvre. As the statue ex- 
tended its arms and gradually drew them back, 
as if she would affectionately embrace, and press 
some one to her heart, the well filled knapsack of 
a Polish grenadier supplied for this time the place 
of the poor victim. ‘Ihe statue pressed it closer 
and closer; and when the directors of the ma- 
chinery made it open its arms and return to its 
first position, the knapsack was pierced two or 
three inches deep, and remained hanging upon 
the nails and daggers of the murderous instru- 
ment. 

This statue is a fair representation of Roman- 
ism. It has, to the eye of the careless observer, 
a beauteous form. It has a countenance of much 
simplicity, and quiet devotion. It is arrayed in 
rich and flowing robes: but beneath them are 
‘‘daggers.’’ It has joints in its arms and hands, 
which enable it to make what motions its Minis- 
ters please. These motions are regulated by an 
unseen machinery. It extends its arms, with 
great deliberation, and apparent affection,—and, 
with a smiling face, presses its deluded victim to 
its heart, and the pressure is, wounds and death! 

THE SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA. 

To the Editor of the Presbyterian. 

Str,—The right of a Synod to unite and divide 
Presbyteries, under its care and within ita juris- 
diction, is not questioned by any one, because 
such right is too clearly specified among the pow- 
ers of aSynod. It is however denied by some, 
that such right belongs exclusively to synods. 
This we shall notice presently. The guondam 
Second pio po of Philadelphia, in their ap- 
peal and complaint to the next General Assembly, 
declare it as their opinion that the Synod have 
exercised this power * very injudiciously”’ in 
uniting them to the Presbytery of Philadelphia; 
and it savours of sedition, because it is “ setting 
up their opinion above that of the ultimate tribu- 
nal in the church.” It is, then, sedition, for a 
Synod to exercise an undoubted constitutional 
prerogative, if such exercise, In any particular 
case, be in opposition to the judgment of the 
General Assembly. . This might be arrogance, 
but we see not how it can be called sedition. 
But let it be remembered, that in consequence of 
their act constituting the affinity Presbytery, 
under the circumstances of the case, the charac- 
ter of the Assembly for wisdom, discretion, and a 
knowledge of the constitution, materially suffered 
in the judgment of the Synod. ‘The Synod there- 
fore were not disposed to waive the exercise of 
their power, when urgently called for, because it 
would be contrary to the judgment of the Assem- 
bly. ‘The Synod were called to exercise its 
power: and they stood upon their rights, not 
upon courtesy. 
The complainants against this act * grant that 

the Synod has a discretionary right, for good rea- 
sons, and after due notice, and the hearing of the 
parties concerned, to unite Presbyteries;”’ but it 
seems that the General Assembly has a discre- 
tionary right to divide Presbyteries, without due 
notice, On an original petition, without a hearin 
of the parties, and without permitting them to sit 
as members of the judicatory while the matter is 
discussed and issued. 

The act of the General Assembly erecting the 
affinity Presbytery was unconstitutional. It was 
the exercise of usurped power, as they themselves 
shall testify. ‘The argument which was urged 
on the floor of the Assembly, against the right 
of that body to create the affinity ‘Presbytery, was 
not only that such a Presbytery was_ unknown to 
our Book, but that no power to divide Presby- 
terics, had ever been granted to the Assembly, 
or was specified among the powers of the As- 
sembly. The argument, then, was that a power 
not specified among those of the Assembly, but 
distinctly granted to the Synod, did not belon 
to the Assembly. ‘This construction of the Boo 
was overruled. But in another case, involving 
the same principle, the Assembly adopted this 
very construction, as the following extract from 
their Minutes will show. 

The Committee to whom was referred Over- 
ture No. 14, viz: ‘Is a minister of the Gospel 
in our connexion, ex-officio authorized to organ- 
ize churches in the bounds of Presbyteries, with- 
out any previous order of Presbytery, directing 
such organization,” made a report recommending 
the following resolution which was adopted ac- 
cordingly, viz. 

Resolved, That except in frontier and destitute’ 
settlements, where, by Form of Government, 
Chap. xv. Sect. 15., it is made a part of the 
business of Evangelists to organize churches; 
and except in cases where it is exceedingly in- 
convenient to make application to a Presbytery, 
for which provision is made in the act of Assem- 
bly of 1831, it is not the prerogative of a minis- 
ter of the Gospel to organize churches without 
the previous action of some Presbytery directing 
or permitting it; since in Form of Government, 
Chap. X. Sect. 8, to form new congregations, 7 
enumerated among the powers of the Presbytery ; 
and since in Chap. IV. of Bishops or Pastors, no 
mention is made of any such power being lodged in 
the hands of un individual minister.—( Minutes of 
Gen, Assem, fur 1833, page 496.) 
The argument urged against this construction: 

is, that the General Assembly, being the supreme 
Judicatory, is invested with all the powers of in- 
ferior Judicatories. ‘That the greater includes 
the less. That if Presbyteries or Synods have 
such and such prerogatives, the General Assem- 
bly, being superior to them, a fortiori has the 
Same prerogatives, and may ordain, install, &c.,: 
at pleasure. 7 

This is a strange position for Presbyterians to’ 
maintain. Presbyteries are the source of all 
power. ‘The General Assembly is but the crea- 
ture of the Presbyteries. It is a body of defined 
and delegated powers. ‘The powers not dele- 
gated, nor necessarily implied in the delegation 
of other powers, are retained by the Presbyteries. 
A power, to name no others, thus retained, is 
that of altering or amending the constitution. 
Surely this is the exercise of supreme authority, 
and yet the General Assembly have no such au- 
thority, but are required to send down any pro- 
posed amendments or alterations to the Presby- 
teries, and if the requisite number agree to the 
proposition, it becomes a part of the constitution, 
even if the Assembly are of a different mind. And 
if no such concurrence be returned by the Pres- 
byteries, it is not in the power of the General As- 
sembly to make the proposed alterations. The 
Presbyteries may, if they see proper, annihilate 
the General Assembly, with all its boasted and 
assumed powers. It is dependant for its exist- 

the doctrine, we apprehend, of sound Presbyte- 
rianism. 

Again, the admitted right of Synods to unite 
and divide Presbyteries, and the recent exercise 
of such authority by the Synod of Philadelphia, 
show plainly the absurdity of the Assembly’s as- 
suming such a power. 

Such a power, if it belonged to the General 
Assembly, would be adverse to, and destructive 
of, such power in the Synod: and would present 
the ludicrous spectacle of a Synod, in the exer- 
cise of undisputed authority, undoing and revers- 
ing. virtually, the acts of the General Assembly, 
performed in the exercise of a similar power. 
The General Assembly in May divides a ag 
tery into two or more, and the Synod, in the fall, 
or the next week, if in Session, unites them 
again: and yet both bodies acted constitution- 
ally! If this be the nature of Presbyterian go- 
vernment and discipline, it is high time, they 
were both thrown to the moles and the bats. Itis 
impossible that there should be such conflicting 
rights in the two bodies. If the Assembly have 
the right to divide Presbyteries, it does not be- 
long to the Synod to unite them. And if the 
Synod have such a right, as is admitted, then the 
Assembly have no such right, which we believe 
is the truth. Jt is a reflection upon the character 
of our constitution, and upon the wisdom and 
good sense of its framers to assert, that it gives to 
inferior judicatories the power to annul virtually, 
the acts of a superior. A General Assembly and 
a Synod, alternately undoing each other’s acts 
from Session to Session, and both claiming con- 
stitutional authority, is child’s play, a mere 
farce, which exposes our constitution to con- 
tempt, and our church to derision and scorn. 

With your permission I will continue my re- 
marks in another paper. Ss. G. W. 

TEMPERANCE LAMP. 

The right use of Alcohol seems to have been 
discovered at last. Hitherto its consumption has 
with some, led to deeds of darkness; hereafter it 
is to be a means of universal light. The new 
lamps, in which the flame is fed by a mixture of 
alcohol and spirits of turpentine, give a most 
brilliant blaze. ‘The fluid is white and transparent, 
and has a beautiful appearance in glass vessels. 
The combustible compound is sold at 80 cents a 
gallon, and we understand that in the ratio of con- 
sumption it is as cheap, or-cheaper-than oil. We 
learn these new lamps are in considerable use in 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, and that 
several hundreds of them are now nightly lit in 
Boston.—Bost. Patriot. 
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