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ADVERTISEMLINT.

CORRECT morals are necessary to public as well an
private bappiness. 1o discover the puth ot rectitude between
the tramplers on human rights. and those who ¢xalt them te
the exclusion of the rights of Ddity, is as important as it is
desirable.

To guard those committed to his pastoral care, especially
the rising generation, for whom he hus a peculiar concern, ae
gainst the contagion of licentious and tyrannical principles, in
politics, and to direct their attcntion to the religion of the
Saviour of men, not only for bli:s herealter ; but for felicity
here, were * principal inducements to the author, to prepare
and preach the following discourse. T'he same wmotives,
chiefly, influence him to commit it, throuzh the medium of
the press, to the public eye ; for requests of lLearers, asin
mest such cases, might have been set aside.  Whether las
feeble attemp.s shall, .s a mean, contribute in any degree to
the accomplishment of these endsis not for him to say.

A multiplicity of pastoral duties forbids due attention to
correctness, which renders it probabie that inaccuracies may
be found; butit is now ton luste to apologize.

No cluims are pretended to novelty. Truth though
ancient and often exhibited is, on these accounts, ncitherless
miable ner less importunt.

C. M.



TIE DUTY OF NATIONS.

v T~ D e S K —ens

PsaLwn, XCVIL 1.

Die Lord reigneth, let the carth rijoice ; l:t the muliitude of
she isles be glad thergfe

v

‘s" HN the eystem of Created Nature was forme
8d. Goldectvslit o ue very good.  The omuiscient eye of
t e .t wise crentor cotld ciscover no defect, in the order ese
gy b dhirounshoat Lo wide extent of the works of his handse.
‘Tas sy inaii s splendor, through the davy rolled aleng
the hewens. The mooninal! herdocturnal majesty, attended
wih b aaammherad bosts of stavs, dilgmined the s dows of
the nigat. Tie sons of the forest raised hiel their towering
Leals s every piain wis robed in green and decorated with the
biooming flowers, while Lden’s garden, fuil of ¢ AmbBsial
frutts,” presented pleuty to supply the wants of man. N

Mn wus lonocent and happy.  On his soul was delineated
avd deepivimpresseid the imege of his God.  He enjoyed t'ia
smiles of hewen, Overthe inferior tribes of nature he swaye
ed the sceptee of a gentle rule suhordinate to the will of his
Muker, to whom “1e poid avoluntary homage. God then reigne
ed and the eavth wos giad.

In in evithour,ales ! from this state of innocence and peace,
weve o fivst parents seduced.  Satan, lately apostatized fromy
Gode persuaded them to form an ulliance with him against the
Atmighty. Incxperienced mun, too credulous to the flutter-
Ing taic of his more cunning foe, complied. Order was then
vioiated, and confusion appeared umong the works of God.
I'he earth became, by usurpation, the empire of ihe prince
of the power of theuir, man was his slave, and the friendly
presence of God was withdrawn from the scene. Clouds of
guilt, pregnant with vengeunce obscured the fice of day, and
the thunders of wrath rolled in tremendous peals along the
sky. The foundations of the earth were sh.ken, and 3ll i@
Joints were ready to desolve. Disorder reigned.



The penalty of the Livken covenant preserts to ve thisalca-
my scene.  The truth of this represcutation i> comfirmed,
wien we hebo d maen in haste, wund wich trembiing horeor,
fleeing from the iz e of God, the wnyusge of which was, 4y
wrath makeih me of u'd.

The gospdl exhivits 4 more delightful prospect. It pres-
2015 (o us o, wWao grasps the tremning pillars of our world,
and gives thein staubity.®* A crown of glory is placed on
his head, an!in bis hand a scepire of government, which he
wields over the rebei tribes, thereby biinging them to suljec-
tion. He mustreigny til he hach foel ¢li bl s oneminrswnd-r his feel

The clonds disperse, the thunders ceasc—="1The sub shines
forih with geniabeams, and ali the hosts ef creation, here bee
low, wear a smi'e.  I'helicavens are cai'ed upon to rej ice—
the earth, wasted with tempests, is again ciad in verdant attive,
and i~ invited 1o be g ad. The ficlds wre commanded to be joy-
ful, and the wees of the woodto sing. Uubed withthe whoc,
the ocean with a hoarse but solemn voic:, celebrates the giory
of the chuarge.d A new evderis introduced. The woo f dwelis
with the :amb, and the leopard lics duwn with the kil &c.§
Earth vcceives her Liord, ¢ from the bendieg skies.”
prevails. Messtah reigns. _

Je@ovub, viio is here declared te reign, can be no other
than Jesus our Mediators  His government wust b= that, with
wBich he is invested.as the reward o bis obedlance ; for othera
wise he occupies tiic place of an absoute God, and conse«
quentiy must appear a coitsuming fire, to the inh.bitants of the
earth. In him as their destioyer they could not rejoice. Our
text is a prophecy ol the exaltation of the Redecmer of men,
and its happy eficcts to the sons of Adam. Itdescribes those
times, when Ze shall judyge among the naiions,e and when, they
ehall brat their swords into filnugh-siiuresy and their spears inte
pruning-hooks 2 when naiion shall not lift upe swword ageinst na«
tiony neither shail they & arn swar any more.  Without detaining,
farther to cxpl da these words, it is presumed that from them,
may be stated, for giscussion, the following proposition.

The governient of the exalted Messiah,is a ground of na-
tional joy.

To iilustrate this subject, I shall answer the following que-
rics: What is the extent of that empire which Messiah rules ?
Vlhy sihould the nations rejoice in bis government? How

Peace

* Paal. LXKV.3. 11 Cor.XV. 25, § Psel XCVL 10,10,
§, Ie‘.’l- XI- 50
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should their loy be expressed ? What considerations may be
oifercd to induce nations, thus o expresstheir joy 7 What exe
cepions may be made againt these doctrines, and how muy
they be obviated 2 This, chrisians, is the plan of my dise
course.

But hefore T enter on the prosecu: tinn of this p]an, pemut
me to silence tae l'nperunent voice of that clamcious pxeju-
dice, whi: h iroin different quarte rs wrrests my ear. H.ave not
you. vy ursthersn, odten heard it thus deciuim. * What }
4.1 a ininister of the gospel, whose duty is f0 know, among
his pcop y Nothing, sawe Christ and him c'urju ds waste hig
tinne and deyrade his office by entrring tnto discussions of na-
tional duty ! ?’Such discussions may be proper in the s'.tesman
and ieglblator s but belong not to the cicrqy mai. From those
assemblies where such dxscus:mns are permitted may I be pres
served.  Christianity and national poiicy ure very difterent.
By the latter, the tempics devoted to the services of the Sav~
ior, should never be profancd &c.”* DBeur with me while I
alvo show my cfunion,

The ministers of Religion have u1! their official power from
Me:.ish. Forthe honor of thcir Kedeemer and head, that
power should be employed. It is an important tulent deposite
cd wiih tnem, accompanied with this injunciion occupy @i I
come. The oracles of revealed truth comprise their sacred
instructions.  To their guardiunship, as ministers, those ora-
cles are conynitted, and by them must b fuithfully applied for
reproof, direction and consolation to those, to whom they are
addressediin the circumstances vnd relutions inwhich they may
stand. . These things :heak, und exhorty and reduke with alb
authority. Let noman despie thee.  Tit. XI1. 15

CThough the Aibassadors of the Lamb. conscious of weaka
eSS, My ofu 1 be disposed 10 say, with the weeping propha
et, .Ah ! b-h:!1, I cannc! tsheak 5 for Iam a child.t Yet they
should remicmber the terims on which their coinmission was
given. These terms we have in the following inspired words

¥ Much declamation of this kind is to be heard, These mew
would desire to imfiress us wich theid-a of their superior sunctiry.,
C 'n/m-'e their piety and their deportment with what is refiorted
and what we know of the r-forme . The piety of these medern
sfuritualizers fulls as far bel.w that of our refroming furhers ae
sheir conduct is d fferent.  Let themread the sevmons. and cone
euli the history of these timesy and blush for s’:czrzmjzertmmccm
fibellng their practice.
 Jer. 1. &,
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2 heve this doy set thec over the raticns, wnd avey the Iingdonng
g rout out, and 19 il dawwri—to bulld and o plunt, Thou theres
Soregird up rhy loing, and arise,and sheak unio them all that ¥
sonc id shee : be not deemayed as their faces, test I confound thee
b fore him. Firy biholdy, T have made thee this dey e deferice
ed cituy und an iron julivry, end brazen walls, against the whole
lond ; apanst the kings of Judah, against the firinces thereof
Gralisi the priests thereofy and against the pecple of the land.®
io ey suve Jesus, to his ministers, end teach all rations o ob=
ecrce all thingsywhatssever I have commanded you t

N.tions are not independent of God. Man into whateven
rel. tion ire may enter 1s a subject of moral government. The
thousa..s of individuasl, who, when united together, comse
pose w pation, have not improperly, by political und ¢ thicuk
w.iters, been denominated a moral person; consequertiy
v ust be under hislaw, who is emphatically styled &ing of 1ue
$in.}

N..dons may be guilty. They may, they do transgress the
P.wsof richt  Shou!d notthen the voice of warning, froos
the Sanctuary, he divected to them ?. If sin muy be prevented—s
ii s epentance may be produced—if the honor or dishonor of
Gol be concerned in the affiirs of n<tions—if the huppiness
ang wuy of man be connected with polbical movements, with
out doubt the stewards of Divine truth should dispense it fuiihe
fully. The watchmen on Zion’s walls sheuld 1 up theirveice
were dike a trompet. It is their duty to sy tothe king and
89 the gru-cn huinble yours lves, and consequently to state teo
thein their sins.

In *he puzes of fnspirtion, the spirit of God has given die
rections, concerning the management of national «fluirs.§
Acre hese s dutary directions, of Israel’s holy one, too profine
to be tauched by the ministegg of the Sanctnary 7 Ate not the
kings and thejddees of the earth, commanded to yield suh-
wi--ion tothe Son? If thisbe denied, shall the ministers of
Jesus be silent ?

Before tempouzers can _]uetlfr themsclvcs, in their silence,.
they must shew, that netther sin nor ﬂmsery s concerned with
civil things——that those sacred instructions, tendered to nae
tions and their rulers, belong not to them to expound—thas
they may be erased, from the pages where they are inscribed
-—that those pages which contain them, may be torn from the

* Per. 17. 18, + Maze. XXVIIL 19,20, }Jer. X. Yo
§ Bom. XIIL. 1, 6. Dcut. XVII, Chapt. Psal, 11. 18y
Yi, 12, and other places.
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qolume of Cod’s book, and be consigned to oblivion, and M
mally=—that men in their national capacity are unconnected
with the moral empire of Jehovah. Unless these thirgs he
established, the silence of those who occupy the place of miie
isters of Jesus, when they see his laws violated, and his au-
thority despised, must be accounted a base shirinking froim gua
ty and a betraying of the Redeemer’s cause.

Purty politics, which contemplate, chiely the advancement
of officcehuntess, merit not the slightest notice. from the pate
ziot and advoc.te of truth,unless it be suitably to repiove them
es deeds of iuiquity. On ground, higher than this should the
ministers of Messiah stand.  Their olficial concern with nhe
tional affairs, i1s only as these are connected with rignt op
wrong. A prostitution of Ecclesiasticul inflaense, in ben if
of party feuds, and political intrigue, hus conuributed muvi
1o prejudice the minds of, perhaps good men, aguinst un ¢ -
hibition of the instrucions of revelation, to the civil powcrs,
Of this infidels have taken advantage, and under its covirt,
have, doubtless too ‘often, mingled their principies with 1.«
tional institutions. The prejudice is favorable 1o that indoe
lence, socharacterestic of the human mind.  Hence we find
dniquity established by laws, whiie silence seals the lips of
ehose, who should reprove in the gate. With the indifference
ef Gullio, too many are found, who care for none of these
things. The public sentiment toodeeply leavened with scene
%cal opinions, finds a proteciion in the negiigence of public
characters, and for them wiil be disposed to upologise. Thus,
go Le f.ithfulis become unpopular. Modern evangelizers,
without a biush, will houast of their indifference.

Nominal professors of the religion of Jesus.it must becorfesse
sd,have 100 often been found marshaling themselves under the
banners of those, who are chefly neted for their hostiity to the
gouse of mun. Those who know little of the spirit ofour holy re-
ligion,but who.otherwise.are men of observation,have been ledio
apprehend,thst christiznity has somethingin it, at enmity wiih
the natural and civil rights of man.  Hence their | ueusy is
roused, when ecclesiastic characters are heard to speak on
national aft.irs *  Chii-tiinity has, doubtless, been embraced,
professionally, by scifish nien, and hus as often been abused te

|
% I 2 ve ‘ong cons'dered the slavish doe rines, flcwing from
éaclipe and fiens of hrof ssed Christian-, as more injurious to the
Qublic inserest of rcligi-n. than the attemprs, against ity ¢f the
dndalsy Valiaircs and Py.ncs.  They lay the ground merk for



answer their sinister views., Let it lewever Le remnamhered,
th.t it ~tan s not by tiie virtwesof the best 5 nor will it fall by
the kypocriry of the woist, Indepencent of is plOchSUl:i
it possesses cxcellencies, for which it should be enibraceds
#nd which win produce etfects abundantly comprensetive to it
fricnds, for il the teinporary incenveniences vhich m.y wt-
t.chto its profession.  In one word, we mey doespair of ever
conten:plating, the feir fubtick of national Tvery, completes
Iy cstobilshed, vnless foeunded on the fium busis of gospel
nioruiity, and cemented with the principles of that system of
§oou Wi e il

These ren.: vks prepare my wav, for entering on the exccu-
tion of my pivn.

Its. Wit is the extent of that empire, which Messiuh
ruics ! Extensive as creuted nature are the domiinions of our
L-rd. 1 may here be permitted to borrow the linguage of
Zophar, Job. XTI . 8,9 in annther case. Irish gh as heavs
eri—Jeep ag hrliwmih: measures thereof is longer than ihe carth,
en: troader than the sca.

2dly. The delightiul hills of Zion are placed underbis con-
troul. The thrones of judgment, established in our new testas
ment Jerusslem. pay homage to Messiah. Hear the voice of
the eternal Father. I lave s my king upon my holy kil of
Zion. He bas placed vpon bhis head the golden crown of au-
thority. Psuslms, 1I. 6. XXI. 3. This he wears, with
the approbation of this spiritual corporation. Every denizen
of the city of our God, viewing the glory of the divine ad-

euch decclamation as the following. “ Vhis, Horsely's doetrine of
passive obedience, is foul heresy : it is the perfection of blase
phemy—such men are tyrants at heart, levellers in temper,
21.¢ have done more towards unreigningthe passions, and cor-
rupting the morals of their fellow men than Paine could possi-
bly sccomplish.  Finding men high in the rank of spiritual
honors,—uttempting to distort end oppress the very sinews of
8hor temproral nidependence, how am I to think of the hosunnas
and the prayers weelly, inde¢d daily, celebrated in the praise
of the most hizh? How am | to judge whether prayers, and
bymrs and hombling of hearts, be tricks to inipose upon mans
kind or insulis to the living God ¢ How decid: between the
ecuri'ty of a P.ine, and the jugglis of » Horsely ! Macleod
exam:n, of Landaff’s aticl. The chr:st-an who walks worthy
of k's hogh vocat:on, contending for the cause of God andman ie
wmoulnarable by such attacks.
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7.»:2‘..,.‘\- den, i e Chorch’s government, and his safety Una

Lopir, wa the lon 5u'*" ¢l exultation ha)..z, The Lord te our
gdve, the Lovdiscnr bivgiver, the Lard is our king ; he will
FREET S ]'ﬂia,‘:, ANXX11E, 22, None but the volumdry slaves

iinare dissatisfied at his exaltation.  Such may, by stealth,
u.uorlucc themselves, to an external standing, among the citie
zens of Ziocn.,  Their cenduct says, Meesiah shall not rugn
over ve—ihe eteinal Mrince ofpeacc shall not be the captain of
our salvation—under his banner of love we wi!l not serve, nor
will we recognize his laws. The imaginotions of the people who
thus speak are vain. The pillarsofhis throne arefirmy: fixed,the
crown that he wears shall flourish, and under its influance his
gpuritual dominion shall extend from sea to sca, and jrom the
river to the ends of the earth.®

No hand becomes the sceptre of Zion better, than tha. which
saved her sons from going down to the pit. The redemption
of the immortal spirit was preecicus. None among the fallen
sons of men could pay theransom. In vain is the anxious eye
directed te the most virteous of ourrace, or to the most po-
tent in the ranks of creation. The chlildren of Adam, withe
out exception, were involved under the sentence of cons
demnuation.t Vainly, then, wouldjthe benevolent heart, urge
the feeble hand (o attempt, the rcinoval of the more than
inountainous load of guilt. None of them can, by any means re-
decm his brether, nor give to God e ransom for lim.p "} he same
disappointment weuld answer the imploring voice, should it
be directed tothose intelligences, whe excell in glory, and a-
gaints whom, the charge ofcrxmmah‘y has neverbeen prefere
red. They stand high, indeed, amon;; the works of God ; but
bounds are set to their power. They would sink under the press+
ure of those penal ills 1mpend1nr~ over the head of guilty man
Heve we see the necessity of divine interposition. The Me-
diator has effected, what the prowess of creation could not ac«
complish. He hath set us _free from the law of s'n and death. $
e is characterised, therefore, as the C(afizain of salvation,
and the Church sets the crown thereof upon his head.||

2d. He geverns the nations. He who suffered on the hill of
Calvary ascerded in triumph to the right hand of the mujesty
on high, and received dominion—that all pecple,nations and lan
guages should serve him This you will find described in

.+ ®Zech IX. 1D, $+ Rom. V. 12.
} Pl XLIX, 7. § Rom. VIIIL 2,8,
B Sing, L1511, 9 De=, VIL 14,

A
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Psalms, XLVII, 5,9 Codis there represenied as gORE UM,
even God in our nature. tor in any other respect he could 1,00
ascend. This presents teus our Meaiutor,  He rules the na-
tions. He is king of &t the caovth, The shicid of the eurth,
belong to him. The constituied stthoritics of the nations are
hLis. Hearthe testimony of the fwithiul ond trae witness ; al
things are given to e of may tather.™ Al vnder the expanded
canopy of heaven are bis, ence hir mujectic tiddes, King o kinge
and Lord of lurds—=Prince opite king  jfrhe ¢or(limm: axalted high
above all princitadivg and froccery wd cvery name thui o is Il(zn.(d
nthis .kl Letwe stute o vou,

3d. That he 1s exaltesd ever heaven.,  Aé fiower in bean-n
and in earthis geven wnie niet Phe lesions of the angelic
hosts are subj::l:t to his will, % hu ily wt ms belest,to cxecute
his pleasure. 7%y are all »n'n sieric ot mits sent v rufz (¢ mine
ister for those swha shali b the lirirs rf/' salceiion.,  Heh, I, 14,
To see this exemplificd we may peruse the inspired history
of former times—while Jucob isonhis way to his father's e NSe,
and exposed to the power ci Lubun, as well as wo the fury of an
enraged brother; he is enc ohmp;ed by the presence of God’s
hosts.p  Gen. XXXII. 1, 2. Must an mnvading army, heseige-
ing the capital of the land where his nume was revealed, and
his advent expected, be destioved 7 A swift executor of the
divine will, from the realms of glory, in the silence of the
night, numbers them with the dead.§ Those inliabitants of
glory shall attend him at thie last judgient.  And us a farther
evidence of his power over the abedes of cternal Jight, behold
him, at pleasure dispose of the mansions of bliss. Even when
expiring on the cccursed tree, he casts a shadow over all the
glorv of carthly kings. Tu the dying penitent he awards a
place among the blessed. The treasures of grace are at his
command. WWhen he shall bave finislhied the myvstery of God
on earth, under the more immediate reign of Divinity, he shall
stand at the head of the redeemed, and conhirmed throng, ar-
gayed in all the regalia of medistorial glory—Gf his kingdem

& Joh. YII. 35. ¢ Mure. XXVIIIL 18.

% « Mahanaim, signifies two armies : the one, as some suf..
Posey having conveyed him safe from Mesohotamia, the other was
ready to welcome him to Cananan, and reccive him under their
protection. Or pirrhafis one encampied before, and the other behind,
him and’ his companly, as his guard on cvery &ide, as well frem
decéan as from Ksau.”” Scott.

st“‘. X.XXVIIa 36
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aces st he e end. The map of avether department of hie
ennie is preseated to our view.  Itis that ol

4th:. T'he abodes of despuir, and their inliabitants, exiled
{vom the hopes of joy. At his girdle are suspended, not only
tie keyves which open the gatasol glory + Bt wiso thosethat ee
vince his authority over the reginis, whore misery largelyp
distributes sorvows arnund,  Ho hze the keysof e dl* 1 the
days when he tabernacled with miu on carth, he gave sufiic'ens
evidence of his power over the infernal spirits.  Ishall add

Finoliv. That the kingdom of Previdence is in his hand. #He
is head ouer all things to the Cluerch.t At his pleasure empires
rise and kinzdnams [ail. The couilicriag pus-ions of wicked
men, and their aspivieg ~mbitiou. muanifested in the convule
sivns and overthirow of nation., e makes subscrvient to the
ierests of Lis K sdonn of gruce, Adthings work tegether for
oo te theon s o 0

Itru- 1 is ot neccsary, awfterthese remarks, to detoin te
prove that this nee il tosial dominion 1s given to Jesus, as the
rew o of hisvolantey obsZience. in finhlling the condition of
the r(‘,'.:_{(;c;u'll‘:;_'; choveinnite To the christian no truth 1s more fae
milir, und hore maore consolutory, than that Jesus Aumbled
boros U and Aecame chediont wnto death ; wicrcfore God hath
Righly craloed by end yioen v a naney, which i above every
neme 3 thit ot he numeof desus every kuee shonld bow, of things
inhenveny ond in carihyand under the carth§ To illustrate, this
will Jead usto guery

I1 Why should the nations rcjoice, in Messiah’s governe
ment ? -

To thite we micht reply.be~ause of the advantages resulting
from his reign.  His throneis not erected in vain. He sways
his sceptre for the most olorious ends.  The destruction of
evil—exaltation of his church, and the glory of his name
comprise the whole of his design.  In this #¢ should rejoice.
Attend to the fellowing particulars.

1st. T'he organization of!?Zion, is a ground of joy to the nae
tions. This devoives upon Emmanuel. He shall build the tems
pleof the Lord. Here he fixes his thrones of judgment—hero
he places the officers of his kingdom, for the perfecting of hie
chosen—here he promulgates his laws for rke law goes forth
Jrom Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jeruse.cw—=QOn the

* Rom. VIII. 38. t Puil. 11, 8,9, 10

1 Zech. V1. 1S, $ Rew. L. 18,
' E‘hku Iv 22'
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hill of Zion he establishec the ordinaznices ~f his gracs. Hsze
stands his house of prayer,where he hears the complaints,ang re-
lieves the distresses of his people—Here are the chambers
of his presence, where he entertaius his [viends, and unfolds
to them the glories of his covenant. Frem these sa-
cred dwellings he sends outthis gospel,as the rod of his strength,
by which, he subdues tran:zressors to the obedience of faith,
Under his gracious reign we are to expect, the introductien
of that happy tehn when all shall know the Lord-~~when equity
sha!l be established on earth, and when none shall hurt nor de«
arro, in ll the mount of God. Thus Zion is the joy of the
whole carth ® as through her institutions, blessings are diffus-
ed among the nations—hence they are represented as flowing
wunto Aery Isa 11 2. and their rulers ¢o the brightness f her
sigrnz,  Chapt. LX 8.

2dly. Messiah’s reign is cause of joy ¢0 the nations ; for he
is exalted to destroy the works of the devil; the irreconciliable
foe of Jehoval’s glory and man’s feiicity. The crown of the
nations is placed upon his hcad, ¢hat his laws may be introdu-
ced amongst them, and the god of this world be ejected {rom
his throne of usurped domination. "Uhe standard of rightcous-
ness is raised, and his banner unfurled, even the banner of e-
ternal love. Song. II. 3 Arcund this standard. vince the days
of Adam, numbers of the fallen family have rallied. Clad in
8he armour of light, (o the prince of darkness, they are terrible.
He knows the time is coming, and trembles ut the approach-
ing day, when under the feet of the follwers of the Lamb,he shall
be trampled down. T'he nations have alrcady hada prelude.ofMesa
siah’s final victory, in the full of Pagan gdolatry, before his
triumphant arms. Nor can his majestic movements, at the
head of his chosen band, be forgotten, when the hosts of the
man of sin were defeated, at the reformation, from papal tyr-
anny-——when the Mnds of our fathers engaged, by solemn cov-
enant, to be his—-Then did they rejoice in the Redeemer’s
reign. Such is this cause of joy, that the inferior orders of
treation, are, in the inspired page, represented, as looking
ferward, with an earnest and anxious eye, for the accomplish-.
snent of those great events which Jesus shall effect. Rem.VIIL,
19, 22.

3dly. The removal of immoral establishments of civil gova
ernment, is another effect of our Redeemer’s reign, in which,.
the nations should rejoice. Constitutional hostility to the laws
of heaven, is a fertile cause of those terrible judgments, by

* Psel. XLYIIL 2.
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whirh natiens are laid in desolation. If thie exalted Savious
his required nations, to bow submuissively to his will, should
they refuse, the strokes of his justice shull bring them down.*
Concernilig such, he says, I will overiwrn, overturny overture
st, and it skall b2 ne nre. Ezek. XXI. 27. When we sce
national decds establizhed, wituout regard to the. religion of
Jesus—when we hear nations proclaim, that the sy:stem of
grace, and the idolatrous superstition of Antichristian delusions
shali obtain, from them, the samcregard ; what is thz cone
clusion of candour itseif ? Can it be esteemed any less, than
a defiance, of the wrath, of him, who has solemnly declarcd,
the nution and kingdom that awill not serve thee skall perish ; yea
thuse nations shall be ucterly swasted. Isa. LX. 12, What come
muaion hath light with darkness 2 What agreement hath the teme
2ic of God with idols 3 that they should thus be set upon the
same ground ? Because of Messiah’s reign.

4thly. The nations should rejoice ; for he shall introduce
anew order of things. He removes the thrones of iniquity.
T hat the authorities of the nation may be restored, from the
vassallage, in which they have been, contrary to their original
institution, to systems of superstition. Under his adminise
tration, the light of truth, with peculiar lustre, shall break
forthe=/ie will destroy the covering cast over all fieofile, and the
wvail that is spread over all nations.t Their constituted author-
ities shall then confess their Lord, and recognize his spiritual
kingdom, in its visible existence. When the kingdoms of
this world shall have become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ, no longer shall the institutions of
hcaven be prostituted, in defending the visible kingdom of Sa-
tan—no longer shall the peace of the children of Zion, and their
sacred rights, be endangered, by the authoritative protection of
the encmies of the Redeemer. in their hostile movements, a-
gainst the city of our God—no longer may the chair of State,
among the profeséed followers of the Lamb, be disgraced by
infidelity, nor the sceptre of government be profaned by the
atheist’s hand. The iight of that period will dispell the dark-
nessof the presentday. Nations will then see, that submis-
sion, to Messiah, is the direct path to mational aggrandize-
ment, while neglect of his laws, o» rebeiiion against his will,
secures those desolating judments, by which he scourges diso-
bedient lands. The Redeemer’s flock shall then be regarded
with parental care, while the prowling wolf shall be deemed
jaworthy of the protccting hand of nations. Read the prom-

* I, XXV. 7. t Psal, X1, 12.
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ise of Israel's shepherd. isa. LX. 16. Thou shalt sack e
breasts of kings.

5thly. Under Messiah’s govzrnment, humanity shail have
fts rights restored. At this the nations will rejoice. W hen
Zion puts on her beautiful garments, and pubiicly #ppears, the
sons oi oppression shall be released from their chdins.  He,
upon whouse head are many crowins, prociaims deliverance iz ile
eafitives, and the opening of the firison to them who are bovrl,
¥sa. LXI. 1. Beholdthe exalted Jesus shaking, in his prev-
idence, sccordine to an ancieunt prediction, e Aeavens and tha
earth* of tyrannical estubiishments—taking hold of those pil-
lars, 2s our Almighty Samson, which have long supported
the house oi idols und of bondage—tearing them away, and
demolishingjthe gloemy piiscn, leaving the lordly oppressors,
and the servile minions of overgrown power, in silence, be-
neath the ruins.  When this work shall have heen accomplishe
ed, to the inefiable joy of every bhenevolent hearty shall the
oppressed go free. Accursed slavery chall no more dis-
grace the institutions of man, nor shall the ordinance of heav-
en, for good to nen, be prostituted to Lind the innocent in
chains. XK hiopa shail soon strecch out her hand 1o God.%
Biessiah shull avenge the quarrel of Afric’s sable sons.

6thly. Under his auspices shall uriversal peace be estabe
Tished. Long, long has our world been an altar, on which mila
Iions of human victims have been immolated, as sacrifices to
the ambition and caprice of the basest of men. ‘I'hese mon-
sters and their iniquitous systems must be removed before
peace can prevail.  What have we to do with peace, while
Jezebel, the mother of harlots remains, and her whoredoms are
somany ‘} While there is on earth an unjust establishment,
peace cannot be universal. Encroachments on the rights of
man will be made, and resistance to such encreachments may
be expected. To this we may add the wrath of the God of
justice shall pursue them ; for there is mo ficace to the
wicked. Inorder tothe introduction of this peace, the tyr.
ants of the earth are dashed aguinst each other. The vetaries
of unrighteousness, in horror contemplate the awful scene.
The indignation of Jehovah on abandoned kingdomse—
thrones that were reared by the spoils of humanity, and deep-
Jy dyed in the blood of innocence, sinking under the weight
of the divine curse, and the despairing agenies of expiring

* Haogz. 11, 6, 7, ¢ Peal. LXVIIL 3$t.
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despotist, give occasion to them, in terror to enquire, watchs
man what of the night ! 'I'hey may be answered in the proph-
et’s words. The morning comethy, and also the night* A night
of desolation to all the props of antichristian fabrics; butthe
morning also come.'i.  The day of peuce will dawn in due
time. We may invite the enquirer to ascend the summits of -
Zion, and through the prospective of divine predictions, and
immutable promises take a view of prescnt movements, and
see to what they tend.  Through these mediums may be
ecen, the overthrow of miystic Bubylon, and the consequent
times when the mountains shail bring forth peare 10 the pievpils,
and the little hills by righteousness. Psal. LXXII. 3. How-
ever antichristian merchants may cty, in the bitterness
oftheir soul, A/as ! ales! when they contemplate these scenes,
the friend of God and of man will rejoi~e that, by them, the
sorrows of outraged humanity, shall be brought to an end, and
those distresses, shall cease to exist, which have been recorded
with the blood of freedom’s, and religion’s friend.t Again, -
7thly. To the inhabitants of the nutions, the peace of the
shurch;must be desirable;when violence shall no more be heard
in our land wasting, nor destruction within four borders. Isa.
LX. 18. Then shall many sons be brought to glory. Satan
shall be bound, and the converts to Jesus, and his spotless
cause, shall be numerous as the particles, which compose the
clouds, pure and salutary, in character, as the pearly drops of
the morning dew. Then shall the Divine Saviour say to the
north give ufry, and to the south k:ep not back, dring my sine
Jrom far, und my daughters fromthe ends of the earth. Thus,
according to the arrangements of the eternal covenant, shall
he finish the mystery of God on earth, having gathered in all
the objects of electing love. The church shall then appesr in
the beauty of perfection, without spot or wrinkle, triumphant
over all her foes. Her warfare shall at that time be broughs
to an end. Her children then free from every unhappy divise
ton, shall through her instrumentality be united into one
glorious company, with Jesus at their head. Their title
% cternai life shzll be recognized at the grand assize,
and for their admission into rest, the gates of the heav-
enly Zion shall be opened wide. Into those habitations
of immortal glory, the captain of salvation shall conduct
his people, all arrayed in robes of righteousness, with palms
of victory in their hands, fo go no more our. - He shall give up
Bt form of rule adapted, in divine wisdom, to the militans

A Lm, XXI. 13,12, + Rew. VXIIL 8, 30.
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state of Liis elect sons, ostablishing anoihiet, in which, the zlos
ry of theDivine character, shall more cunspicuously appear—
God chall be all in a/l. 1 state un 2th

Reason of rejoicing in Messiah's reisn ; Divindty is olorifed
thereby. The uliimate end, of a rational and good beiny, in is
actions, must be the highest possible. A displuy of the divine
perfections is the highest end that could be :ipropesed, in all
the transactions of God ; an inferior end he could not choose,
When this is obtained, a good mind should be glad, and in the
means of obtaining it, the righteous will rejoice. All the move:
ments of Messiuh are for this end. To it we are conducted, a;
we rise along the various grades of created nature. Every link,
in the extended chain of providence, leads to this, as the point
in which it terminates. ‘While contemplating the glorious
scheme, the pious, the benevolent mind, expanded with th»
transporting view of love divine, running through the eternal
plan, even here mingles its gratitude and songs, with
the heavenly choif, who, in unceasing praise, celebrate the
glories of redeeming grace, saying Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain, 10 receive—honor and glery, and blessing—Blessing
end honor, and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth upon
the throne,and unto the Lamb for ever and evers Rev. V. 12,
13. I now haste 'to query

II1. How should this joy be manifested ?

To this a general answer may be given ; by submission to
his government, and a furtherance of its important ends. This
will lead us to consider the first act which is a reception of his
law. This law is that which arises, out of the relation, between
God and man. By this law our submission must be regulated.
This law of our nature is placed in the band of him, who i3,
by Djvine constitution, gevernor of the nations ; for when the
commision was given him torule, it behooved that the law, by
which, the subjec's of his government were bound, should al-
80 be committed to him. According to the revelation which
he makes of himself he should be obeyed. Wherever, there-
fore, the sacred pages of the bible of truth, and unfolded, his
name, as Messiah, is mads known—=this truth is revcaled, that
all things are put under his fret, and the duty connected theree
with appears in open view, submission to his authority. From
his hand the law should be received. If his law be not receiv~
ed he cannot be obeyed. If his authority be rejected, after
the command of obedience is proclaimed, rebellion marks their
conduct who do 30, and the portien of rebels is what they de-~
SClve. :
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I/ God le nmecessarily king of nations—if he has given i
wnen a law, adapted to their naiur.y and sufliclent to divect them
in cvory relations in which they may be placed=—if all be com-
neited to the Mediator, confession thereof should be made, oy

those,to whom the discovery is given. In their transactions,the
areat Supreme has an important end to answer. ‘This we have
seen 1s ultimately the glery of his name.connected with which,is
the security of happiness to the virtuous ¢f his rationul family.
To these two ends every movement of individuals should be
subservient. Nations arr not exempted from attention to the
same. But how shall either individuals,or societics'pursue these
ends ? Certainly accerding to that law, which God has given
to men. The "fullest, and the fuirest copy, of heaven’s willy
should he adepted. Qur Creater alone knows what is accept-
ble to himself. His wiil, therefore, in this sheuld b2 our rule.
He only perfectly knnws the diversified relations constituted
by htmse!f amobg his rational famﬂy, and the dutics then. e
resulting. He tnexefore can alone givea perfect standard, by
which, the duties of those relations are to be 1egu!atcd To
walk according to this law, must tend mostto the security of in-
dividual and general fehcity.

If this be so, nations should adopt it as the general standard

of their cenduct.

"~ It is not the nature of 2 genera] law, specially to provide for
every emergeuncy. Man, in the exercise of sclf government,
a power derived from the great Creator, must accordmg to the
general principles of this law, in the varicus pursuits of hfe, |
regulate himself in cases, where special directions are not giv-
en. In ne case should those general principles be violated.
Happy will it be for the world at large, when its inhabitants
shall refer the conduct they wish to pursue, to a general prins
ciple of morality, and when th¢ whole shall be laid aside, when
foundlinconsistent therewith. Professions however, are cheap :
submission to our supreme moral héad requires,

2. Obedience tohis law. To illustrate this ‘would lead us
into afield too” extensive for the present occasion. Circuma
stances forbid more than a few observations, very generally
expressed.

Nations regulated by the laws of Heaven will establish the
rights of individuals. Indefence of these will their potent
arm be extended, againstthe unprincipled invader. Undet
thts protectlon, “

The citizen will have the nation as the guardian of bis
}ife. Life is to man the first gift of heaven, which he enjoyse.
Inviolate should this gift reinain, and fenced it shonld be b¥
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the severest penalties. In no case should it be disposed of,unless
therebe a forfeiture, by acts subversive of public erder, & direct~
ly ruinous to the commenwealth. These acts must also be such
asthe great Leglslator has declared worthy of death. 1o extend
capital punishment beyond those boundaries, which Jehevah
has set, 13 murder——indicative of barbarism and 1s a presum-
tuous usurpation of his throne. But life is only valuable on
account of its enjoyments, and the opportunities afforded of
prosecuting the ends of rationz!l existence, in deing good.
Whatever contributes to thesc should have a governmental
guard. Thispresentsus with a

Second act of obedience ; the protection of liberty. This
18 of equal, I should suy of greater importance than life. Need
I reason upon this beiore un audicnce of Americans ? Were
it possible that any American coud doubtit, I would call 10 his
Fremembrance the scenes of Lexington-—direct his eye (o the
carnage of Nussau-Island——entreat him to open his curs to the
groans of dying men in the euast ana the south—{ would lead
him to the tombs of the martyred heroes,whose blood contribu-
ted to fertilize thuse plains of Saratoga. I wou'd then enquire,
why did those men jeopard their lives on the high placcs of the
field ?—Why stand in the face of dunger until prostrated among
the dead ? His reply would be, that they might, by their fal-
len numbers, raise a mound, which the invader could not scale
~that their country and posterity might be frce from tyrants
chains. But why should I reason or expostulate ; that deed
which freed this empire from foreign domination, and which
every American reveres, declares, in accordance with the prin-
ples of eternal right, ¢ that all men are created equal ; that
they are endowed with—unaliznable rights ; that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” To defend
these rights is an act of national justice. The law of the
Saviour of men should never be forgotten, whaiscever ye awou/d
that men =hould do to you, doye even so to them,

This is the law of benevolence,—of equity, not to be violated
but by trampling on the remonstrances of conscience, and re-
jecting the authority of the Redeemer impressed on his stat-
ute.

Of no right should man be deprived, unless he shall have
forfeited it by crime. That nation has but feeble claims to
virtuous illumination~to generosity—to justice, which toler-
ates, not to mention autherising, the merciless practice of rob-
bing a fellow mortal of all that is valuable to him in life, Ais lib-
erty. How inconsistent to establish laws to punish with se.
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yerity yonder plunderer of ycu- sheepfold *nd by the same avre
thority to enact statutes Lo justity fi, in forcibly de srading
his brother from the rank of man, and in pl undcxmg him of
what is more precious than lile! Do not governmecnts, in
transactions Jile this, more resenibie a banditi of robbe s,
than protectors of inmoceice and Suartians of vight * 1t is not
to be contended that every individaaal, within the jurisdiction of
a n.ion has a vight to citizensaip ;5 por does equity demand
th every citizen should be e'isin e to certain important sta-
tions in goverament.  Limlaalloisin many cases, cannot just-
Iy be deemed an infiingment of rights.  While these things
arc gun.ul, It onght to be noticed fi' ‘t none should be compel-
1cd to incorporate with the nauonal seclety, and in certain cae
ses it migat also be £y auny, w compe’leven . citizen,to attend
npon things, which the laws of the land impose as duties.  All
who pursue the great ends of wovernment, by alife of indus-
try, virtue and peace have a rigat ro protection. in life, liberty,
aud property ; a:Lhnugh thvy may dissent [rom the establishe
ments of the land in which they reside. A piledge indeed
should be given, thatno foreign partialities should,on the part
ol such persons, be indulged to the prejudice of the nation in
whichthey live.

T he matural world is only valuable because of its subservi-
ency tothe moral. To further the improvement of the moral
system should be a special object with men. Moral institutions,
therefore, should be subserved by rivil society in the regula~
tion of its affairs. The happiness of man, not merely as an
animal, but as a moral being is an object of legislation. A nae

® Wi'lethe U. S. stand, in froint of justice and generosity tas
wards foreign nations, ufion a firoud emincnce ; and the form of
their government is the best adupited, of any wunder the sun, te
secure the rights of humanity ; itie no small matter of regret
that their glory is tarnished with the blur k deeds of slavery.

We sha'l also find the sacred walks of Zion firgofaned by thein.
Auman slave-holder. In too many churches we shall find the
murderer of the rights of his brother, and the outrager of the
Redzemer'slaw of love, cordially embraced by those whe minigter
in holy things, and while clothed with the spoils of suffering in-
nocence, and his hand ree king with their blood, ke is welcomed to
sit down at the table of the Lord,as one whe does justly and lovea
mercy, and walks humbly with God ! The horse stealer is cxclud=

ed and the man stcaler wwecomed ! Query, whech is the greares
Aviminat 2
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sion guided by the light olinspiraiion and (12t regson Wil

3d. Not negiect the church of Cirise. I'hie connexion bhes
tween the civii and ecclesiastic departments has been o 311 ect
fertile of disputation.  But what has net heen disputed ! W hat,
has not beenabused 7 The believer in the truth of christianity
has no doubt that God Las a church on carth-—that tins society
iIs importans~ethat it needs protection, and I shall add, that to
protect it is 4 national duty.

The existence of a church can be no subject of dispute.
On the immovable Rock of ages, eternal truth declwes, the
church shall be built, aguinst which the grates of hell sheil not
prevail. Matt. XV1. 18, The rolling flood of yeare, in its im-
pctuous course, has sweptaway the establishmenis of human
gontrivance. The institutions of the Nimrods, the Pharaohs
and of all the c¢atalogue of “ man destroyiug villians” of an.
cient times, are now no morc: The report of their existence
has only reached our ears. More ancient th:an those, the church
of God yet continues, in all the vigour of youth. Distresscd
indeed she has often been, and in various atiire has she appear-
ed. In the beautiful garments ofjoy she sometimes has walk-
ed forth ; but alas! Oftcner has she sat in the sable robes of a
mourner, because of oppression, and because of the unnatural
behaviour of her sons. Dtvided amony themselves, they have,
by their domestic broﬂs,too aften weak ened each others hauds.
Her existence however is a matter of notoriety. Sheis a cit:
aet ufion an kil that rannot be hic.

The. importance of of the church 1s also observable. This.
1s marked in the early atiention and continued care of herLord.
Cast back your eyes to the commencenient of her histor y, and
as your thoughts are carried down the stream of time, fold over
the pages of her records, and mark the instances of Divine in-
terposition. on her behalf. IWalk about Zion, and go round a-.
bout her ; tell the towers therenf—Mark ye awcll her bulwar ks,
consider her palaces 3 that ye may tell it to the gmcrarians Sol-
dowing.* The importance, of this spiritual corporation will ap-
pear from future remarks.

This society needs pretection. Thechurch hasa visible ex-.
istence. Although she is not of this world ; yet she is in it,
and by the movements of its inhabitants is often deeply affect-
ed. The truth of this remark requires not along series of
reasomng for its probation. The history of her progress i
evidence of this. That figure, presented to our yiew in the rev.

& Psal, XLVIIL, 12, 17,
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elaions of God, denominated the mcther of harlots, arrayed

- in scarletrobes, dyed in the martyrs’ blood, with which she is
also intoxicated, is to us a proof that Zion needs protection.
A detall of facts would fartherillustrate the point, but to you
itis already sufficiently plain. 1 shall, therefore, not attempt to
lcad your minds to view the persecutions of paganism nor those
more dreadful scenesof antichristiun crliélty. A relaticnof the
bloody scenes of Fraace ; the horvors of the inguisition ; the butch
eries of Alva; the flames of Smithfield; the unrclenting cruelty ef
tyrants, exercised against the followers of Jesus, shalt not up-
on this occason shock the mind of sensibility. On this d2y of
thanksgiving it becomes us, with holyv gratitude to acknowl-
cdge the goodness of God, in causing those days of tribulation
1o end. The existence of such ttimes, however, shows us the
nccessity of nations discerning between right and wrong, and
of raising their arm,’in defence of the disciples of Jesus,in obe-
dience to the vo n:nand of Heuven. 7buch not my ancinied,
and do my prophors no harm. Psal. CV. 15,

This duty devoles on naticns.  1T'hey owe it to him who is
Prince of the kings of the earth. The oracles of heaven must
be consn ted here. ancltheiv responses must be decisive. Rea<
son howevzi is notsitent.  if Jestts has a church on earth—
if he purposes o exiibity by ity the glory of the Divine per-
fections—if he cdecrees to save man through its instrumentality
—if these »nds be infinite!y more important, than all other con-
cemns of mortals—t: exivrnal things may be ordered so as to
suoserve these enls or if external affairs may be so arranged,
as to retard their - ccomplishment, reason says that nations
should sa order their movements as to promote, in every pos-
sible mauner, agreeably to the law which is the supreme rule
of hum ‘n conduct, the remnoval of obstacles and the establish-
ment of righteousness. [ this view of the subject, reason
and the light of inspiration fully coincide. he evangelical
prophet was led to contemplate times then distant. He saw
the banner of peace unfurled in the gospel dispensation——the
sous o1 Zion coming from far and her desolate places inhabit-
el. What isth= consequence ! HKings shall be thy nursing
Jatkers, ard queens thy nursing mcthers. Isa. XLIX. 18,23.
To the brightness of her rising, the resplendent beams of the
sun of righteousness shining upon her, he beheld the princes of
the earth approach. They minister to her. Chapt. LX. 3, 12.
\When Duaniel was faveured with a view of the utter ruin of all
the beastly pewers, he beheld the saints taking tiie kingdom,

and all the powers thereof serving and obeying the son of man
Chl \I.'.l:’. 2?.0
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1f any instruction can be drawn from these and similar pors
fi:ns nosacied writ, itis this ; that the constituted authorities
stz b2und to treat with friendly attention the Church of God.
Ao inatZetence like that of Galio can never be justified, in
riatioua roore thun in family government. Infidelity alone,
«wi unblushing face, can recommend te the head of a family,
snuiter disicgard of its moraland religious state.  Those who
hut in s siight degree regard religion, are not more solicitous
tor the literary,thun the moral & religious character of the sem-
inary where their sonsshall receive #n education:  Is the mor-
e! and religious character of anationless important than that
of a common school? Or are religion »nd civii oi1der so incon-
sistent with c-ch other, that those who supciintend the latter,
must not.in thetr efficial character, cast their eye toward the sa.
ered temple where Jesus reveals himscit ! Enlishtencd reason
and the bible of God forbid such conciusions.  The church is
the vehicle of Divine communication with the world. She de-
serves and ought to enjoy the pravidence of 1itions as such.

In order tc accompiish this, 3 peopse who respect the laws
of heaven, or who regard the exalted Redcemer will banish
from their confidence the despiser of religion. They will
compliment the chivchof God so far, as to commit to her sons
the official management of nation« concerns. v the sons of
the church, I mean not those wretches, wha, destitute of con-
science presutnptueusiy trainpled on the = vieur’s b ood, to
qualify themselves for office, by paricipating of the symbols
of the broken body and shed bluod of Jesus, in whom they put
no confidence, and whose ipstitutions they in hcart contemn-—
Y mean not the man, whatever notse he may make about reli-
gion, who excrts all his powers, to rivet the fetters of slavery
on the human family ; but himn, who, by an uniform tenour of
hfe, gives ciidence that he fears God und regards man, This
is the man in whom nations may confide. As it 15 doubtless a
duty to make such a selection, so it is equally incumbent to
make these mora] aud religious qualificatiens a eonstitutional
condition of eligibility to offi~e.In vain do men inveigh against
the profanity &impicty of public characters while silent respecte
ing the constitition by which they are eligible. If a constitus
tion of government exclude the scriptures of truth from be-
ng the rule of the nation, in managiug pational affairs—if it
bind the hand of rulers, in their officiul standing, from shew-
g any more regard to the religion of Christ, than to the de-
Justons of Mahomet, why sheuld the framers thereof, why
&pould the approvers thereof declaim ageist the man, who is
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sonstitutionally qualified, when invested with office ? A greae
ter inco 'sistency in human condu ¢ can :-arcely be found, than
men’s solemnly pledging them-elve-, cither personally or by
represcntation, to muintain inviolate a censtitution which re-
jects the law of God, and requires no piofession of reiigion
to quxlify for office vnder it, and at the same time reprobaiing
the officers of government for irreligion. If those reformers
be si.ceve let them begin at the fountain head-——let the consti-
tutoins of the land be purified from infidelity—iect a national
mark of disapprobarion be set upon impiety—.ili this be done
let them stand at a distance from sanctioning immora! deeds ;
then with co sistency may they reprove national immorality.

On every other ground, either their sincesity or discernment
may he justly disputed.

IV. What are the consderations calculated to induce to this
expression of joy ?

‘[hese considerations are many. The exaltaiion of the
Redeemer to be the prince of the kinas of the earth—the im-
portance of reiigion to society and the danger of rejecting
Me-siah’s authority, are powerful reasons to enforce obedi-
ence.

On the first of these, beside what is already said T shall not
eniarge, as you have among your hands, on this subject, a
moie able and extensive discussion,* thon I can presume to

ive. [ shall therefore conduct you in the

Second place to consider the importance ofreligion to <oci-
ty. The immediate object of civil society is the attainment of
human happiness. The happiness of a nation is compos-
ed of that of individuals. This felicity, whether we view it 4s
it respects an individual or a community, depends much on the
existence and state of religion. Who knows not the influ-
ence of the religious or irreligious character of the higher or-
ders of socicty onthe inferior ? Psal. XII 8. 7%e wicked
walk on every side when the vilest of men are exaited. To the
existence of happiness virtue is essential, and without religicn
there is no stable foundation for virtue.

Should I detain and illustrate the happy influence of religion
on the human mind in times of adversity, and its tendency to
heal the wounds inflicted by distress, it would much subserve
my design. When the king of terrors approaches and the even-
ing of life draws nigh, the importance of religion appears,
dts conselations can alune inspire, with fortitude, the trembling

* Dr. D Lecd's Messiah governor of netieng,
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expectant of immortalit, That which so hqcly cuatribiites
to the fclccxtv of man, even as an individual 1s far from bcmg
unworthy the attention of 2 naticn ; ; bnt 1 sh.ll new confine
myselfto its importance as it relates to society.

With propriety it has cltenbeen asserted tha relizion isne-
cessary to the existence of society. On princd  es expressed
or undeistood men unite for the purpose of supplying their
wants and of guarding wgainst danger. I donot zay that civil
zovernment originates in the wants and dungers of man. I
believe its foundation islaid in the constitution of haman na-
ture. God formed man an mtelhgent and sociable being ; these
powers were not given in vain ; in socuety alone they can bLe
brought into action ; sccicty requires order, and order ins
volves government.

Wants, however, man has, and to dangers he is exposed.
Society 1s intended to mitigate those iils. But what luys the
ground of confidence thatthe end will be obtained ? R ligion
alonc gives security. Guardians of national and individual
rights are app 'inted ; by the solemn obligation of an oath they
pledge their souls to discharge, with fideiity, the trust reposed
in them. Does not the whole force of this obligution arise from
the influence of religious principle on the mind? Unless that
he who gives the pledge believes himse:f destined to immor-
tality ; unless he be persuaded of the existence of an omni-
scient and almighty Being, who presides over the affairs, and
observes the transactions of men ; who is just and holy, the a-
venger of falsehood and iniquity, even the solemn bond of an
oath will be, on his mind, like the withes on Samson’s arms
when ho arose in his stremgth, asathread of t.w when it touch=
erh the fire.* This obligation willgenerally be proportioned to
the correctness of our apprehensions of the character of Deity.

In the christian church alone those views of divinity are giv~
en,which become the high,and lofty one who inhabits eternity.
A God nature does reveal ; but what he is the pages of crea-
tion donot clearly tell. Goto those nations not enli ‘ghttned by
the gospel ; read the mythology of philosophic Greece and
Rome : thefe we shall find the gods characterized whom they
served, and among them we find that virtue which such opin-
ions are calculated to preduce.

Let us again consider that the distinguishing doctrines of
the christian system are,above all others,calculated to give Jas-
ting and important impressions of the Divine character.

* Judg, XVI. 9-
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Out minds are condusted to contemplate, while we wait on
the ordinances established in the church, an illusirious personas
age employed in acts of wonder and beneficence. He admin-
isters consniation to the sons of uflliction— controuls the rag-
ing elements—suspends the operation of the laws of nature—
by his ageucy enters the mansions of the grave—invadcs the
ghastly dominions of the king of terrors, and wrests from him
his prey.Love toGod'and man reigns in his heart and appears in
all the acts of his life. Yet strange to tell, he was a man of
sorrows and intimately acquainted with grief. How, in thisy
can the ways of (od be justified to men? He was constituted
the represcntative of man, He was wounded for our transgres-
sioney ¢xplains the mystery. Inthose transactions a view is
given of the turpitude of moral evil, which was never other-
wise revealed, and a discovery of Divine benevolence which
the erganization of yonder worlds does not make. In this high-
est of all the dispensations of God,our fears are loudly addres-
sed, and fast hold is taken of the more generous principles of
our nature. In the work of our redemption we contemplate
Jehovah awfully justy verifying that description of his charac-
ter, that he will by no means clear the guilty* Here we have
a revelation of the wrath of God- ag.inst all ungodliness and un-
rightcousness of men.t 'When under the covert of the mid-
night shadow, the penalty of human law, will not be able to ar-
rest the mind of the transgressor ; but the thought of Him,
with whom the darkess and the light are both alike,being infi-
nitely righteous and the actual avenger of wrong, reprsses the
evil passions of the human mind, and restrains from immorral
outrage.

The love of the Redeemer manifested in submitting to evil
for the sins of man, that the transgressor might be released,
while the moral excellency of the Divine government is dise
covered, constrains to a voluntary obedience. Thus he draws
with the cords of a man, and sweetly binds to obedience with
the bands of love.* '

We are further conducted to see christianity productive of
the purest morality. What lessons are taught by this system?
Ta deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, o live soberly righteouses
{land g.dly.and to be zealous of good werks,® The sum of the
christian law is benevolence. Thou shalt love the Lord thy
WV, and thy neighbour as thy aclf. That holiness without

¥ Exod. XXXIV. 7. t Rom. 1. 18.
} Hoe, XT.4. 2 Cor, V. 14, § 70, 11, 12, 14,
C
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which no man sha!l see the Lord, infolds, in 1its wide embrace,
respect to the law of our nature in its extensive commands, di-
rected to man in the various relations in which be is placced.*
A superficial observation of the externai part will not satisty,
1L must proceed trom the active powees ot the human mind,
renovated by supernatural intfluence. Zhou desirest truth in
the inward fia ts.t

This rvespect to these laws is enjoined by an authority with
which mortals mey not trifle.  The thunders of Sinai faintly
represent to the mind the terrible wo, Ly which obedicnce
1s eniforced. Cursed is every one that continueth not In all things
that are written in the beok sf the luw to d» themn.y  The penal-
ty in its execution extends beyond the bouudaries of time.
Ihe smoke of their tormen! assendeth upr for ever and ewver.
When the decrees und penal laws of nations shall have expired,
the penalty of Zion’s stututes shall be inflicted on their incorri-
gible transgressors. The motives o obedience,from advantages
connected therewith are also strong. Unceasing joys shull be
the portion of the obedient disciple of the Saviour, when all
the blessings of time shall have been forgotten. Evehath
no! seen, nor ear heard what God hath prefared for them that
love him, '

From the christian system the various ranks in society may
derive instruction Power 1s ¢alculated, from the moral de-
bility of our nature, to swell with pride the feeble mind of man.
‘The consequence i, forgetfulness of the rights of those who
move in humbles spheres, and what i3 more—of their amena.
bility to Ged. T'he religion of Jesus, in its do<trines and sol-
emn rites, 1s calculated to correct the error. Lvery week is

* Between man’s first condition and that under the cconomy ¢f
grace, their is a manifest difference. By the latier he stands ina
new relation to his Creator, from which new dyties must arise ;
to regulate these anew directory is requisite ; hince the pirimi-
Live law, a3 imfiressed on ddam’s sowl or as rcvealed in the con-
stitution of nature, is inadequate to direct man at present. The
sufinosition that it is, reske on the ground that man’s firesent state
igs the same in which hewas criated ; this reason and revelu-
tion cumbine to rejecty, whatever visionary theorisismay say te
- the contrary. This considcration will sct aside much of the spre-
cious reasoning of Deisls, against the necessily of sufiernatural
revelation.

4 Pesl, L.I. 6. } Gal, 111. 10,
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dntroduced with its sabbath.  That day calls for devotiona? ex-
ercises. When the assemblies meet who worship Jehovakh,
what are the lessons taught ? That ail are ~hildven of the same
Crreat parent—that all are subivets of the same universal Lord
that soon must our mortal part mingle with its kiudred dust—
that the immortal spirit must appear at the tribunal of Godee
that those insizns of superiority,whether flowing trom weulth o
oflicial exaltation must shortly be laid aside—that those honors
which now bloom so gay, and in the esti.nation of the thou ighite
less crowd, promise such anundance of fruit, must fade, like
the shovtlived fluwers, whick wither under the noonday sun—
that on the rapid wings of time all are hastening to that solemn
Jday, when cvery secrct thing shall be revealed, and final sen-
tence passed, in righteousness, on the woral creation of God.

1V hat thoughts move calculated to humble the pride of wealth,
and laugh to scorn the insolence of momentary power ? Is it pos-
sible 101 the mind of man to hear, from day to day, these lcs.
sons, and remain insensible to their Iimportance ! Isit to be re-
lieved from their influence, that men in power retire so often and
50 far, form ic sanctuaries of divine worship? Are the nations
of the earth so liberal, or so blind as not to suspect this ?

Equally important and necessary are the lessons taught the
throng, who compose the body of nations. Subordination to

salutary regulation are, on tileir part, esscntial to mtonal exise
tence.

Abstract theories of policy are cords too weak to bind them.
The majority of a nation’s population are too much engaged, in
the busy scenes ol lite,te apply to the;study of abstract opinions;
and though they should, vet will there not bein them force suf-
ficient to bind to the practice of rectitude. The passions of
fullen human nature cannot be restrained, by principles of
common science. Present interest often comesin collision with
immediate duty ; the former too frequentiy prevails over the lat-
ter.

How, it may be enquired, will christianity help these defects?
The veply is at hund : the christian system of morality
Ieads 1nan to view civil government as an ordinance of
God, for good to men.* It hasbeen already stated, that itis
founded in the constitution of human nature, I now add, it is
recogniscd in the sacred scriptures, and its duties more fully
delineated, than in the book of nature, together with the qualifi-

cations of those, who should be intrusted with its iropertant af-
faivs.

¥ Romane, XIII. 3, 4.
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The truth, that civil government is an ordinance of hesven,
places it on adignified eminciace sbove a mere human expedient,
and is not without benefictal influence on the human mind. It

causes the people, mtelu;smly infiuenced by i, to guard a-
zalnst imposture, by enquiiing into the churacteristics of the
cs' ‘f}.'.\hmcnt, which m: vy call for their snbiection. {n e ox.
ercise of suffiare the quulifications of candidetes will he exan-
mu!, and proper conditions of investiture ,Lcscribcd W hien
sovernment is thus formed, the christicn s( es uls external wd-
m“'.m, in subordiution, and beyond the miided, he perccives the
imirression of Divine authority on the establishment of his
chece, demandinge bis conscicnticus svppm This view ol the
susject guards against tvranny on the one hand, and rebeliion on
tie othcr. Agamst rebeilion, {or opposition toa mouul} (,on%u-
tuted government, is hosiility against heaven, whose institution
:t 15, —It is a stretching forth the hand cguiust the Lord’s anotnt-
cd. to tmpede the execution of wholezome laws, under the di-
rection of such a power—Against tyranay for it denies the
right of cvery occupant of the chair of state, who hasuvo betier
title to produce than possession. It lends o enquire for wis-
dt.m,mtcvut}, and energy of character in those who rule—for
the title bv which they hold the reins o7 gevernment. Where
there is in these things, a pulpable or cuscutial defect, voluntary
allegiance wiil be witheld.  This system lcads us to view pre-
<ious rights bestowed on vs, vy our bountiiul Creator, and pow-
e given to defend thosce rizhts, according to the law, rising out
Ol .he relations subsisting between him and us, agzainst aggres-
sion. A violation of thls order, going into Lhe cssence of the so-
114! compuct, sets free from its Ol)llg’d{lﬂ'l, as tormally constitu-
iwdy evevy one who respects the prior obligation of the Almigh-
1v’s law.¥

* This subjec? is impiorignt. 1t recoeves not that attention
which [t merits.  Reason and revdlativis unite in aproving that
eons itution of povernment swhich (s hinied at alove. It may bo
wmmar:’" y viewed under the fullowing fuaritculers.

. The refiresentatioes of analion, whether {-gislutors or exe=-
vzu‘uz 2y Goght to be men of talen s andinte Lrity.

3. The powers giventhem shuuid be lusoful in a moral fioint of
Tirw.

3. The manner in suhich thzy become fiogseased of these frowers
shorld be alzo consistent with nativial lideriy. s should be by
the voice of the natinn, fairly exfiressed. Assumhtion of power,
D wny etper modey in erdinary casesy is usur ALV,
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Tn proportion as nations are illuminated by the gospel of
Christ, so are they jealous of thcir rights; so are they possessed
otilberty. Tn proportion as nations arc destitute of religion, so
are they enslaved.  Lict the history of past age:, and the state
of ditlerent nations at this day bear wituess tothis truth.  In pro-

4. A constitutiona! excrcise of power, in pursuit of the great ends of
the social compuct.

Dive tw governmnet of any one of the above churucters,and it can lay
no claim to an outh ot wlicegiunce, or uny act whicii neccssarily implies
it, To know that i power exists is all that moany desire to convince
tuem that 1t is an mstitution ot heaven, demanding conscientious sup-
port.  Cunsuch believe that there ever was a throne of iniguity with
which God would have no feltowship 7 See Psal. XCIV. 20, It is nob
therctore str.nge to see many of tiese ¢ panders of power,” among the
first to oppse overy attempt to eftect reform, and repel aggression. IF
the mere cxistence xnd possession of power will constitute the minister
of God, then h+ who has ti:.e most ts the greatest favorite of heaven, and
they act consistently in wdvocsting the oppressor’s cause, if he only have
power to execute his schemes of injustice.  Thus,in proof of the duty
of conscientious ohedience, to every existing power, we hear it urged
thut, though, ¢ Nebuchadivzzar tac fumed King of Babylon was an idol-
ater,—and as to crueliv nene couiild exceed him.  The Lord’s providen-
f1al disposal made the t.bernacles of Nebuchadnezzer the robber to
prosper as wcll as the wabernacles of Czsur the robber. And why should
not the people of God be srbjects to robbers, in all thingd lawful. at
Guds bidding P’ (See Fletcher’s script loyalist,) George;the; 111 is rep-
rescnted by the sime author ¢ as a king who js meek and gentle, a
lover of Ins subjects and the guardian of their liberties.” Add as hold-
mg a ¢ gentle sceptre which he sways over his subjects.”” Thus did a
professed christian, and a Divine absurdly scribble in Britain, and the
protane cfiusion, to proselyte her citizens, was republished in Ameri-
ci. As though America had forgotten the tens of thousands of her sons,
who were slaughtered, by butchers at the gracious command of this
gentle king ' As though we had never heard of the mcre than cruel
murders, perpetrated under his benign reign in India ! As though we
bad never heard of the gentle sway of his gentle screptre, over the in-
habitants of Ireland, 50,000 of whom fell underits weight, in their late
attempt to regain those mghts, of which he and his predecessors have
robbed them. But why shouid not robbers be obeyed ? But was con-
scientious obedience required to the authority of the Nebuchadnezzers,
the Cwsars &c. whom ¢ as to cruclty none could excced > Then, un-
less we can find some tyrant, more cruel than he whom ¢ none could
exceed” in cruelty, we never can rise lawfully in hostility against any
existing power, without being in danger of incurring damnation. If
this be true, alas for rebellious America ! To guard against such absur-~
dities, pernicious in both a moral and political respect, it is necessary
to consult, with an unbiassed mind, the oracles of God. These are tha
charter of our rights. Never has the God of goodness enjoined on mor-
tals, to prostitute their conscience, in supporting a tyrannical and im-
moral power. The ordinance of God has ansther character than the asse.

Qiation of rokbers.
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portion as raen are influenced by the gospsl, sodo they respeet
the moral mstituiions o their country.

f.et us once more consider, that the religion of the Redeem-
er of men, polishies the manners of nations wherever it obtuins
Yt smiles.on arts and under its auspices science has p[ognesscd’,
I c:)mm.m: s to scarch out the wonderful works of God. Psalms
CXI. 2. That gentleness and benevolence ucuicated, in every
page oft..x(, messaze of peace, tend tosmooth tae turbulence of
human passious, 'md to make men Arad, lender hearted, ‘/f)rgt't'-
ing one unather, after the cxamplc of thicir Father who 1s in heay
en. Eph.1V.32. The ciariy, with which the gospel inspires,
suffers long and is kind 1 Cor. XI1II. 4. Tt gives to soclety a
velinement, pot that artificial affectation, which characterizes
the trifler; but arefincmient of heavt and a delicacy of sentiment,
which make the intercourse of maen a blessiig—which lay
the foundation of mutual confidence.

While thic imnorance of these thougiits must appear, and the
necessity of religion to the existence of seciety and good gov-
ernment, in yreneral must be ackowledged, 1 cannot suppress
the opinion,that it is pecuiiarly so in a land where the institutions
2rc republican.Doulitless democracy is the institution of heaven,
and the choice of enlightend veason.  T'hat it may answer the

nd designed, whot 1s requisite I An enlightened populace.
Enlightencd as much as possible by the knowledge of science ;
but above all impressed wit's the importance of religious obliga-
tion. Human science of itself may yzive a partial view of the re-
lattons of society—of external advantages, and of obstructions to
presperity ; religion alone can purify the principies of human
action, and free the mind from that criminal selfishness, which-
1s the bane of morals, and which saps the fcundations of social
happiness.

On a wise and prudent exercise of the right of suffrage, de-
pends the happiness of a republican state.  \Vhat half so power-
ful,when the throng approach the poll, to direct their interestand
thexr sagacity for the general weal, as the thought deeply fixed in
the mind, of their accountability for their transactions, to the sov-
yeign of nations ?  Without religious principles to direct, the
powers of mind and advantages of science, will be like military
armour in the hands of a maniac. Why so much intrigue at
our elections ! Why such a disregard to the qualfications of can-
didates for effice ? The opinion, tacitly embraced, that God has
no concern in these things ! Until religious principle shall gov-
ern nicn, never willit be better—when that time shall have arriv-
sd,{ceble idiotism and raging impiety shall be banished from na-
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swonal councils. The blasphemer of God and his institutions, shall
not be Intrusted with the guardianship ot the rights of nations,

The thoughts now offered, shew the importunce of religion to
socicty. It must be remembered, however, that itis the chrise
tian refigion ia which these excellencics zre to be found; it is
the system as given by the Saviour, and illustrated by the pro-
phets and apostles of the Lamb tivat prorvices the sajutary effects
presented to your view. ‘The wild entliusiasm, the gloomy su-
perstition, the cold bluoded inaifference or fiery opposition to
the fundamental doctrines of redemyption, which have some-
times assumed the name of religion, can have no valid claims
to rank with the doctrines delivered by Jesus, nor are they pro-
ductive of the wholesome fruits of hisinstitutions.

While, thercfore, we should pity the bigot, who excludes all
that is good or great,from the socicties beyond the narrow bouuds
of his own immediate connexion, and despise the bigotry that
thus contracts the mind ; we must guard against that spurious
liberality, which proscribes, as prejudice or narrewmindedness,
a regard for truthin preference to error. Strange, that truth
should be desirable in every science, and amiable in the inter-
course of man with man, in every relation of life, and so trivial in
religion alone ! Between illiberality and infidelity there is an ob-
vious medium.

If, then, there be a differenc between truth and falsehood—
between right and wrong—if the difierence be important, na-
tions, in the expressionof their respect for religion, should know
ond mark the one from the other. Those systems that would
sensualize religion, and represent the object of solemn worship
in a material form, lead away the mind from the God who made
the heavens and the earth; and as the object of worship is sensual-
ized, so the whole terminates in sensual exercise ; Godis dishon-
oured, the human mind degraded, the foundation of morals ié
misunderstood and man is bound to duty by a feeble tie.

Man is a religious being. In some form reiigion is congen-
ial Lo his nature.lf no object more illustrious be known, the sun,
the moon and stars willbe adored. The ox, and the crocodile
have had their votaries, and who can limit the number of Deities
or the profanity of rites, to be used in their service, if fancy, un-
der the influence of knavery, be constituted their creator. Those
absurdities doubtless might have some influence,in the formation
and maintairance of scciety. This is an important consideration
for legislators and statesmen. This calls upon nations to foster
with indulgent care the principles of truth, and that purc poes-
ality which it enjoins.
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Deficient in the science of htman nature mu-t the man be,
and unacquainted with tiic art of government, who denics the
importance of religion, in the management of a nation ; and
impious must the wretch bey who in point of internal «xcei-
lencey and practical utility, wouid place any othes system cn
an equality with tha: which w s «wiven by Messiah, ana convey-
ed, by providentisl interferince, to us, uncontaminated in
the volume of inspiration. These remurks lead us to the

3.Reason for submission; the danger of disobedicnce If the Son
be not obeyed, his anger will burn agains. the obstinate.  The
kings and Judges of the ear'h sha'. firrish awhen h's w-ath is
kindled but a little.  If whit 1 have aiveady tated ":e correct,
respecting the importance f the gospel, inattention en the
part of nations, to its injunctions must b~ ciiminal, and shall
be visited with plagues, the inost terribie of whichis, a remov-
al of the glad tidings of peace, and the light generally diffused
by its ministrations. Rev. IL. 5. Left in darkness, they shall
grope in vain for the way of safety. o to them when I de-
frart from them, is the voice of God.*

Unfurl, against the Christ of God, the h: stile banner. the
nations may ; foolish men, in the mid-t of their infstuation,
may think to brave the thunder of his power, and tear from
his head the crown he wears, indicative of authority overthem ;
but vain the impious attemp! ! Vith righteous indignation and
holy contempt, he, from the inaccessable hcights of his glorv,
beholds the impotence of their folly, while his almighty hand
holds the reins of universal government, and by a powecr irre-
sistible, and a wisdom that never errs, he concucts the com-
plicated machinery of creation and providence, unfolding be-
fore the eyes of intelligent hosts his commission, written in
characters which none can misunderstand, ALL POWER
IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTY\.

Against sin justice pleads for vengeance. Nations as such,
at the last day, it is generally admitted, before the tribunal of
cternal Justice cannot appear. For their sins, as nations, they
must be punished ; this punishment must therefore be execu-
ted in time. For this purpose, in providential dispensations,
the Almighty is represented as coming out of his place to pun-
ish the inhabitants of the earth. Executors of his wrath are
readily found. The kings of the earth may combine against
him, and give their power to subserve the interests of the Anti-
christian beast ; but he is King of kings,and their deep laid de-

H.s, 1X.12.
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‘stons he will disappoint.Rev. XV1I.12, 14. Those whom he ¢alis
to his service are chosen, qualificd and shall be faithful in ac>
complishing his purpose. Itis not requisite for this that they
should be virtuous. I'yrants ave his batile-axe und weapions of
wur, by whom he breaks in picces the natious, a:.d destroy ’%ing-
dems. Jerv. L1.20. Zhe most high ruleth in the kingdom of
meny and in sovereign Providence,seiteth upi over it the basest of
men,  Dan. 1V.17. Base as they may be, by them, his pleas-
ure shall be executed. For this purpose,lik:: ithe sweeping tem>
pcst-—-lhc destroying bolt of heaven, and the devouring lion
oi hell, they are commissioned to harrass sinful men. In
former times were consecrated Nebuchadnezzur,a Cyrus, an
Alexander and a Casar to scourge transgressing nations ; and
in modern days, with oil out of the same horn, have been a-
nointed a George, a lFrancis an Alexander and a Napoleon to
do a similur work. Diligent they are in exccuting vengeance
on the foes of the Rcdeemer. The European nations have
long s.nce marshalled themselves undecr the ensigns of the
man of sin.  From the hands of those oppressors who rule o-
verthem, they receive the chastisement tluey justly merit.
VWho a more fuithful minister in the dispensation of righteous
retribution to those oppressors and their ruthless vassals, than
the Corsican who wears the Gallic crown. He is doing for
Emmanuclagreat ser vice—a service more important than Je-
hu performed against the house of Ahab, or Nebuchadnezzer
against Tyre.* He who sits in heaven, and whose rights by
those nations have been invaded, has glrded him with strength .
Let him then go on till every throne, raised and supported by
usurped power sha!l be everturned—their crowns of unright-
cousness be mingled with the dust,and their bioodstained scep-
tres be broken, no longer to be swayed as the scourge of hu-
man kiud ; and if Heaven will, let every abetter of tyranny and
superstition sink in the general ruin, to rise again no more teo
plague the earth, nor to oppress the heritage of God.

Then let the destroyer himself fall before the indignant
voice of those, who shall arise to assert the rights of God and
man.

Happy for those who stand at a dxstance) and mingle not in
those rueful scenes. But wha( nation is not affected by them ?
The shock of fallenand falling empires is felt to the ends of
the earth. The danger is proportioned to the intimacy of con-
nexion, with those devoted and quaking powers.

. 2 Kiﬂg’- X. 17. E:ck. Xx- 18, 19-:
) D
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Time will not aliow that I should even name all the Judg'
aents,with which Almighty God punishes disobedient nations
—Pestilence walks under the covert of darkness, and spreads
its baleful inflnence on the wings of the wind. It walks upen-
iy at noon day. LFamine and war are testimonies of his dis-
pleasure. From the altar above—He scatteys the coals of his
andignation’; the evil pa sions of the human mind are sct on
fire ; the flume of faction rages, traiiors are let loose in socie-
'ty ; public and private rights ar¢ invaded by ¢ the mighty
troublers of the earth.” Division in public coutsels, and pu-
sillanimous indecisi n ageinst aggre-sions are often the hare
bingers of ruin. Thece judgiments prepare the way for anoth-
er, which, though not the greatest is generally most sensibly
felt, the drying up the sources of national wealth.

What are nations taught by these frowning providences ?
Doubtless that heaven is oﬁ'cnded that nations and individ-
uals should break off their sins by righteousness, and speedily
return to the insulted Sovreign of nature ; saying, ¢ Take a-
way all iniquity and receive us graciously.”

No pe.-ple ever hardened themselve against God and pros-
pered. Let expericnce teach wisdom. Wherever immorali~
ty,in principle or prdrtuc is made essential to a constitution of
government, that constitutien has the principle of its own de-
struction within itself. Its fate, without the spirit of prophecy,
may be foreseen ; the arm of the Lord of hosts is against 1t,
-and under his stroke it must fall.

These consideraticns lead me forward to query

V. What exceptions may be made aguinst these doctrines,
and how may they be chviated !

It isinot my futention to notice every gorund of ¢« specious
declamation,” much less every cavil. nor to say all that might
be said in reply to anv, Such objectionsas I have usually met
with, and which app eav'cd to aftect th= more serious class of
professors, shall be siated and the reply be briefly made.

Obj. 1. Wherever religion has been nationally regarded,
it has been the cause of much confusion and intrigue.

Ans, 1. It will be conreded that religion, whether national-
oly regardcd or not, has often been the innocent sceasion of
‘confusion: wherever superstition has been attacked, her votaries
have been roused,and with a cry similar to that of great isliena
of the Lphesians have r. ‘ised an uproar, not only in cities, but
also in nations, nor wil! infidelity bear the assault of truth with
greater patience. That ever the religion of Jesus was the

(ause of trouble to states, is denied. No ; its lessens are peace,
.nd its instructions tend to establish order.
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3. That the mantle of piety has been sometimes assumed,.
in orderto deceive,will also be admitted. The ambitious dem-
agogue,when he wishes 10 scale the ludder of preferment, will
talk like a disciple of Jesus, aad the blood-thrsty vil'lan, the
snemy of man, will, to cover his nefarious designs, profess
attocment to the Church of God

Muankind, by such, are sometimes deceived. The preju-
dice of the human mind is favourable o rcligion, and when
religious charasters, offering themselves to public n-tice, are
few, acounterfiet may passfor atime. Isthis the Jault of re-.
Sigion 2 Is it not rather tobe uscribed to the paucity of
 hristian principie ! To avoid this imposition, and the consc-
quent cvils,let the praciice of religion be an object of public re-
gard.  When real goid is in plentiful eirculati:n, there is less
danger of deception thun when it is scarcely ever seen.  The
consideration of superstition and falsehood producing »o many
evil effects, 1s an admonition to nations,to beware of what they
joster under the nane of rcligion, and to promete, by cvery
proper mean, the genuine principles of Chrisulanity.

3. The weight of the objection lics aguinst-ths ubuse of re..
tigion. The argument is bad. WWher. pational freedom is
enjoyed,there is no village in which it is not abuscd. Shall lib-
erty therefore be banished from cur shores, or uts principles,
be eraced from the constitutions of the land? No friend to.
christianity will dare to state the objection against its principles.
nor will any who wish it well, apologize for the abuses of it
by wicked men. The abject.on must consequently be imper-
tinent.

Obj. 2. What you contend for proceeds upon the supposi-
tion that Jesus, in his mediatorial character,is the moral Head
of nations, which is not true. Hc in that ch.racteris Ruler of .
Zion, but not ¢f the nations, as appears from Rev. XI. 15.
Col. I. 13, Isa. LXIIE 192 If the Redeemer huve un head-
ship over them, how can it be said that they shall become his?
If all intelligent beings be included W his kingdom, how can a-
ny in the day of effectual calling be said to be translated into
it? If he rule overall, how could the spirit of truth, speaking
by the mouth of his church say, thou never beares! rule over
them, 1. e. over the heathen ?

Ans. 1. Tt is confessed that what is contended for, receives
much aid, from the considerat:on of the Redeemer’s exalta-
tton ; but on that the whole does not rest. Suppose the head-
ship of Jesus were set aside, the laws of tie Eternal would:
sl remain, and would bind the sons of men inevery relation. .
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2'he gratuitous assertion, that Jesus is not the Ruler of nations,
cannot be adinitted as sufficient to set aside the evidence ad-
duced in support of that truth. Eph. I.2¢,21.  Philip. 11, 9,
10.

2. The argument drawn from Rev. XI. 15. will prove
too much. Ifit prove that the anointed of CGod had no do-
minion over the kingdoms before the time alluded to ; it will
also prove their irdependence of the essential God. Wher,
they become the kingdums of Christ, they become the king-
doms of his anointer, the Lord. Is it so that men rather than
admit the truth and 1its consequences, will have recource to
arguments, which prostrate the rights of Divinity —rather than
let Jesusreign mustAlmightyGod be degraded from histhrone !

3. The whole force of the objection is casily removed, by
distinguishing those who are voluntary subjects of his govern-
ment, from others in arms against him. To the former ac-
cessions are daily made, the latter he calls to obedience and.
punishes for their neglect. While he rules in Zion over a
willing people, let it not be forgotten that he also judges a-.
mong the heathen, and destrays their kings in the day of wrath..
Psal. CX. 3, 5, 6.

Obj. 8. The Divine government is just. To require obe-.
dience and yot give laws regulating that obedience would be
tyrannical ; mediatorial laws are not known bcyond the bounds.
of Zion. Psal. CXLVII. 19. And therctore beyond the
limits of that spiritual societv Jesus does not rule. As media-.
ator he can perform no regal act over those, whom he does not
teach as a prophet ; for his offices are never divided.

Ans. 1. That the mworal government of God, over the
world, is carried on zecording to rightecous laws revealed,
cannot be disputed. Where the means of knowing the Ma-
diator and his peculiar laws, are not bestowed, obedience te
these luws cannot be required. But are there any of Adam’s
race entirely destitute of law ? \We are taught otherwise by an
infallible tutor. There is. in the volume of creation, a law
revealed, which leaves all without excuse,. and on the tablets
of the human heart are written the works of the law. Rom.
§. 20. 11.14, 15. According to this law the Divine govern-
ment among the heathen is carried forward. May not the e-
ternal, the essentia! God carry on his government in the man-
ner bis wisdom shall direct? If he has seen proper to com-.
;i the Sovreignty over the nations,to Messiahywith them has
ke &lso given that law under which they are, and if God abso-
Litely considered may govern them by that law, why may nit
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Jesus in his mediatorial character ? Or shall it be said that in
order to his government of men, he is obliged to unfold all his
plans and designs ? Whence does the obligation arise ?
We cannot sec its origin.

2. Is it true that Jesus can perform no regal act over those,
whom he does not teach as a prephet ? If it be admitted, that
a'l things being in his bund us Mediator, he gives man life and
what ever lLight, in moral things, they possess, it is true ;
but the admission overturns the spirit of the objection.

At the objector I would enquitre, who shall judge the world ?
Examine John V. 22, 27. And it will be found that full au-
thority to sxecute all mgemcnt is given to the Mediator. Is
Judgiog the heathen a reul act 2 Does he teach the heathen in
the sense of the objection ? If not, the argument is unfuire—
Query. Why may not the Mediator in time govern the hea-
then by that law, which will guide him in his decisions at the
final Judgment ?

Is it true that his offices, in their execution, are never divi-
ded ! With respect to the subjects of his spciul grace they
never are.  Those whem he redeems he teaches, and rules.
But does he not rule his visible church ¢nd her professed mem-
bers ! Did he also die for them all ? The standards of the
Presbyterian church are decisive on this point—As our Re-
deemer, Christ executes the office of a King, not only in rul-
ing and defending his people ; but also in restraning and con-
qucring his and their enemies.*

Obj. 4. Your principles, advocated in this dlscourse, call
for a cntl establishment of religion, which is certainly incon-
sistent with the rights of man.

Ans. The former part of the ohjection is admitted, the lat-
ter is denied. Let us not, however, dispute about unpopular
phrases ; let us see what cstablishment of religion is called
for by my principles.

The fixing on a particular denomination of christians, how-
ever pure in principle and correctin practice, and raising it on
the wings of governmental patronage, compeliling all others in
the nation, by civil penalties, to comply with its terms is not
what is intended. Members of the community, compelled by
the civil authority to offer themselves as candidates for com-
munion, the church of Jesus could not receive. A convic-
tion of the truth of religion,and of the duty of embracing it and
practising its requisitions, can only be admitted as a sufficient

¥ Sce Ans, t2 Q. 365 Sharter Catechism.
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veason either for mar offering to unite with the church, or for
the church to open to them the door of communion. This
conviction must be produced by argumecnts of a different kind
from the polished stecl.  The sword of the spirit is the only
lawful weapon to be used, in subduing mcn to the subjection
of the government of Zion, No:,

2. Do I mean that the members of ence society of professing
christians, should be spoiled of the fruits ol their toils, ta.
maintzin the ministry. of ancther, wiich, in the admiscistration
of Divine ordinances, they cannotin conscience attend—"1The
church of the Scvieur desires not robbery for burnt offerings.

Having stated what is not iutended by an establishment of,
rehiyion, i shall now state what is

3. The people whe are favoured with the christiun Scrip-.
tures, should recognize them as the stendurd of their behav-
jour—they should recognize the existence of the christan
church, and pledge themselves to defend lrer from the power
of the proud cppressor. They should bresk the arm that
would be iifted against her, and duly restriin those, who
would outrageecusy disturbher order.  This muy Le 111u trat-
ed by the estavlishment of civil and natural rights. How is
the 1ight te the iruits ef the sell secured to the planter? By
compelling his neig! bours to plough bis ficlds, «nd to sow
where they never expect to - ap.? No ; but by wholesonie laws, .
defending his just possessions from the plunderer’s grasp.
T he laws c¢stablish to a man his right to the abundant fiuits of
bis Li. hlyg cultivated ficld, when the robber is prohibited from
touching them ; though ne premium be awarded as 3 motivs
to improvenient.*  When the wild beast ol the field is pro-
bibit-d to enter and spatl the tender vines, the vineyard of the
Lord is established. Proy what in this 1s incensistent with the
rights of man ¢ What in chrstianidy, what in the laws of
heaven, are thus at war with human happiness 7 Is that law
which 7= Aot just aud good, and which obliges to do justly, so
oposite to notionul tuterests, that it would be dangerous to
confess its abligation ! Are the church of Christ and her peace-.
ful laws, so repugnant 1o human rights, and so hostile to na-
tional concerns, that her existence nust not be known in a

* Tvthes have so generally been connected with an establishment of"
religian, that in the view of many they appear to go intoits essence. A
very little reflection will convince that they arenot onlva distinet, but
also seperable. Inthe U. S. all have an estublishmenrt, as well the be..
Yiever in and worshipper of the, virgin Mary,as the worshipper of Jesus ¢
yet nope have tythes.



L 8 ]

‘®mation’s deeds, norher rights defended by the country’s laws ?
Establishment of veligion, rightly understood, has none of that
horrid aspect with which it is sometimes drawn.

Obj. 5. You admit -one to be of the christian church but
those of your own opinion ; all ethers, accordingto your prin-
ciples should be disfranchised ; your Magistrate will be con-
stituted « judge in religious affuirs,and all whom he condemns
‘must be extirpated at his pleasure.

Ans. [. This objection has becen often prcs\,nted Want
of information has been sometimes fonnd to be its ongm but
much ofiener has it evidently proceeded from a mahgmt), dis-
Posing to :eisrepresent wlut cannot be fairly dispioved With
the mist ken principles and illiberal views of those, who ex-
‘clude from citizenship in Zion, al who are not recognized by
the prelatically ordained, or who have not been immersed in
the fount or flowing stream, wec have nothing to do, Our u=
niform pmcti< e, in recognizing the validity of srdinances dis=
persed in o her " ranches of the christian church, by rccewmg
into our commumon\,lhosc baptised and ordained by them,withs
out requiring a repetition of these ordi ances, is a confutation
of the slander, that we exclude from the rhmch,o1 irom mers
cy, all who are out of nur immediate communion.

‘I'hat there is with some denominations, more purity of
prmcnplc and correctness in order thanin others,wiil be admit-
ted by all ; that it may be often difficult to ascertainthe system
nearest the infullible standard, will not be denied , and that
there arc principles and practices hostile to the religion of Je»
sus,and subversive of national and personal merality is equally
evident.

3. That men in any relation should avowedly set right and
wrong on the same footing, to asscrt, is an outrage against
cemmon scnse. Counte: ance may be given on one hand,
'without using violence on the other—As alledged in the ob-
jecti n, the civil mugistrate is not left to judge and decide ad
dibitum.  ‘The times in which princes have ruled without con-
troul, it is hoped, are near un end. The people by solemn
and deliberate deeds, in conformity with their Muket’s law,
should form the immediate rule by which their Executive
should be regulated in ail transactions. ‘T'heir will, thus ex-
pressed, he is bound to obey, and it is hisduty to execute their
commands. The people thus guided will never torm laws
oppressive to themselves, and unless authorized by them, the
magistrate can neither abet nor discourage, in his official
character, any practice that may prevaile This will answer



tiie impertinent question ofter. proposed ; Who wil! be judce !*

Obj. 6. The difficulties arising out of such measures would
be insurmountuble.  T'o legislate and judge aright about reli-
gious things,1s perhaps impossible. Better to let them alone
according to the direction of cur Redeemer.  Mat. XIUII. 30,

Ans. 1. Asimple letting- aicne may often be proper.  A-
gainst this at present I am not contending. But is authorita-
tively proclaiming all to be equal, and soclemnly engaging to
afford protection in every practice, if the cpithet religious can,
Ly any means be imposed upon it, letting alone ?

[t is highly probubie that in the present state of society,and
while mankind are influenced by present prejudices it will he
difficult to adept measures more corrcct than those which
now obtain. But should these prejudices be encouraged ?
should they not rather be exposed, and a4 practice more consis-
tent even with deism itself be enjoined ¢  But,

2. If difficulties in legislating, and in execution of laws, be
a reason for wa'ranting protccliuu,‘formally to be extended, to
all things in which they may occur, government is at an end.
How dithicult often to convict the murderer.the robber and
the slanderer ! Must no laws, therefore, be made respecting
those crimes ! Must no pewer of judging in such cases be ad-
mitted, lest that power siiould be abused, or becaus, it often
hss ! Must laws be made authorising the assassin, under ale-
gal covert, to go forth at noon day and commit his deeds of
blood, because 1t is, in maany cases, diflicult, even impossible to
establish guiit? For a similar reason, must a constitutional
right be given to the poisoned tongue of calumny, to destroy
the character of the innocent 2 Difficulties here will not be al-

* Want of attention to the ideas above suggested, it is presumed, may
have been a prineipal cause of the evils, too often connected with civil
estabhishments of religion.  The systems established bave seldom been
correct, and generally have been the opinions of the prince, but not of
the people.  That religion should be nutionally regarded is, 1 belicve,
a dictate of reason, as well as of scripture ; but in manifesting this re-
gard, the revelation of Jesus Christ, as 2 directory, has been too little
consulted.  The hand of the vigilant anl active encmy of our race, is
visible in these transactions.  To cast reproach on every thing which
bears the image of* Jesus, is his grand design.  An aflectionate exercise
of religion i3 cssentiul to its existence, and 1s a felicity to man.  To ban.
ish the spirit of religion, advantage is tuken of the imbecility of the hu-
man mind, and raging enthusiasm 18 produced. To avoid this extreme,
the superficial observer rejects from religion all exercise of the heart.
Thus to avnid the extremes, and injustice of establishments of supersti.
tion, an opposite course, equally erroneocus, and perhaps leading more
directly to the sume cvils, than its abettors arc aware of, is adopted.
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iedged as a reason to justily in protection. nor even to et ge
lone. W hy then shoukl they be pied o dafence of priciices
cquaily pernicious, and as evidenuy so ¢ L'he objection is tris
Ring.*

Ovj. 7. These things for which you cor‘end would inevitae
bly lead to persec:tion, by violating the rignts of conscience
which belong to all men, and in the exercise of which, though
God may be offended, yet they have aright to worship as they
pleasc.  T'bis right ougiit to be solemnly ratified.

vns. Rather than speak aguinst the rights of conscience, or
do violence to the pious mind, I trust 1 wonld rathe: choose
that these lips showid be sealed in silence, and that my toungue
should c/--ve to .Jie rogfof my mouth.  But let the objection
be examined.

Ist. It is asserted that every man has a right to worship as
he plcases. Man is a dependent being, therfore all his rights
must be derived. Whence are they derived ! From God a-
lone. It would appear reasonuble then,if God has given m.an
aright, that the exercise thereof would not offend him. It
may be said that the exercise thercol is limited by his laws.
This is true ; bat the right ceuscs when the bounds are trans-
gressed.  To talk of mun posscs:mg a right, the exercise of
which opposes the laws of God, is only worthy of an uthei t.

2. I have no right to sin agiinst my Creator, nor have I a
right to declare that unother man has. I have no toleration
from the law of my nature, as a subject of Jehovah’s govern=
ment, or as united with fellow men. to encourage them in
whaut 1s calculated to provoke the wrath of he .ven, a- d to de-
basc the human mind. I indeed huve no right to prescribe
what pnnelples, and modes of worship anothcr shall embrace
and practise. This I may very safciy declare. But as little

* In the laws of our states respecting these things there is a glaring
inconsistency. Thut our Redee ner is Gad, is o truth and that open im-
azc-worship is o crime, is s evilently reve led, a- that the first day of
the: week should be observed in a rdxgu as manier. A demal of thie
first, and an open preciice of the cecond, are doubtless as pernicious as
a violation of the sabbath. by sttending to usual secular employments.
These employments are tawtid on other days ; idolutey and blashhcmv
never are. Where is the consistency in restraining from doing on the
s.bbath what is lawtul on covimon duvs,and to protect in the carmission
of erimes at no time Luwiul 7 The man who prui'am-s the ncme of uny
person ot the trinity in commen Yife will be n n shed; vt f under the pre«
text of wlem:snrnwm]e he blaspheme the harncter of Jesus, and
profanc the orucles of heaven by attemptire to make them prove the
Savionr no morae thun a mortal man, he passes not only without censurc-
bat bas 2 sight guwanteed to do so !

o8
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right Fave Tto proslzim that his conscience should be his rule,
and declare his riyhtto obey its dictates, and my right to pro-
tect him in this obedieunce, since I know 1t possible, and even
more than probabie, that by so doing he may dishonour his
God.

3. Thretruth is, that all the rights of man are the gift of
God, and are to be exerciscd according to his law.  God can-
not give his moral creaturc a right to blastpheme his name, cr
to worship an idol. T'his would imply a contradiction. Why
then should presumptuous man lay claim to such a power, and
ir: the fuce of nations declare it to be his own? Does not the
claim assimilate too niich with the language of the wicked.
Psal. XIil. 4. Ouwr ifrs are our own ; who is lord over us?
Such claitas belong not to nations till they muke it appear that
they are not uccountasble to Almighty God.

4. Is there no medium between declaring, that men have a
right to offend God, and persccution ? If not, deplorable is the
situation of man ! This however 1s nct the case, there is a
medium ; they may be lez alone. What father of a family
does not, at times, pass over the follies of his children, with-
out correction, when it -would be more than imprudent to en-
courage them ? What officers of the church,in some circum-
stance, do not prudently omit the inflictior of censure, and yet
it would be intolerable to abet und encouvrage the practice of
sin ! The contending forsuch a right, as that stated in the
objection, is wicked and witheut necessity

Obj. 8. The church and state are distinct 5 with the church
the civil magistrate, asa mugistrate has nothing to do- To
give the civil power, whese oliice is cntirely secular, any au-
thority whout religion, wouli be to blend those things tegether,
which shculd be kept seperate, and consequently destroy the
spiritual naturc of the church, as well as make men hypocrites.

* 1t is a pity that the justly celebrated Author ofthe Notes on Vir-
ginia, ever let fill from his pen, the following unguarded cxpression ;
¢ It does ine no injury for my neighbour to say there are twenty Gods,
or no Goll.”  Hoewever benevolent and liberal his intention might have
been, und however correct much of his reasoning on the subject, of
which he there treats may he, the atheistical tendency of the declara-
tion, espectally on superficial minds, who are led more by respectuble
tames, then by decisions of truth restiting from investigation, is too ob-
Vious to admit of dispute.  The unquatified manuer in which the rights
of conscience are asserted, in public dceds of the natien, come near to
anvolve all thot the exXpression contains, Hnot more. And even religious
deeds, rutified with 1l the solemnitv ot ccclesiastical authority in the
following language, stiil more atheisticatly absurd, avow the same prin-
ciple. ¢ Pagans—have a right to civil and religious liberty, and may
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Ans. 1, Itis admitted that church and state are distinct in
origin~immediate rulc and end—officers &c. and to destroy
this distinction weuld be highly criminal and injudicious.
While this is admiited, it sheuld be remembered that both are
put into the Mediater’s hand, and the reason why, should not
be forgotten, as itisstated. Phil. Ii. 8, 1i. Eph. L. 22. I¢
will be found, that his headship should be conlessed by every
name, cvery friower on earth, and in that head-ship the church
is concerned. "o maintaln this distinction,is it necessary that
the Son should not be kissed by nations ! If not necessary, it
has already appcared. that submission implys obedience to his
commands ; amonz those to nourish the church, will be found
not the least inportunt.  Isa. 60th Chapt. throughout.

2. Whaut portion of the revelation oi God tecaches us, that
 the civil 1aagistrate has nothing to do with the churchy as a
magistrate > Civii vulers are the representatives of society.
Has then civil society nothing to do with the church of Christ 2
Nothing to do with the exalted Sesus {—Nothing to do  with
God and his laws ? Men can only glorify their Creator through
the medium of their Recdecmer, we know of no way of approach
to the Redcemer but tarouh vi:e medium of his church ; but
with the church, men, in a national capacity, have nothing to
do ; they therefore, in a way of obedience, cannot approach
the Saviour in that m;nctty conswiucmly they capnot trans-
act national affairs te the glory of God. Thus according to
Divine constituiian 1t 1simpossible to obey the Divine coma
mand in 1 Cor. X. 18! {

The promotion of the declarative plory of the Divine per-
fections, should be the highest end which man, in every rela-
tion of life, propeses to himscll; this can only be done by
promoting the interest of the system of grace. Is it then pos-
sible to admit that men, thus obliged, can lawfully form them-
selves into such an important associztion, &3 national socicty,
without respect to the glory of God ! if not: how will he be

be allowed to join themselves in a cov enant to preserve both.®
(* Narrative prefixed to the Testimony of the Associate Church. Page
32. See Testimony Puge 9. Scet. 17, as an itlustration of the same.) Con-
sequently, should those pagans embrace = religion, which recognizes
20, or 20,000 gods,they have aright to form a league to prescrve this pa-
gan 1chg'10n “Is not the destruction of pzgunism the effect which Chris-
tianity is designe 1 to produce ! Sce Dun. II. <4. Could the approvers
of the above sentiment,lconsistently blum2 the heathen for forming com-
binations against Christianity, which har oroved so ruinous to their re-
ligicn, and consequently to their religious tiberty ! Itis much to be re-
grctted that respectable and pious men, in deeds judicially approved, as
a testimony fur truth, should speak so loosely.
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glorifiedby them in that character,ilthey in it have nothing'to de
wiih Jesus or his church ¢ Q. If the doctrine of the objection
bc true, would it not be prudent to commit the management
of public affubis entirely into the hunds o Dveists, and Atheists ;
as itisprobale they wouid stund sufliciently far from the chiurch?
Can thuse who make the objection, consistently inveigh a-
gainst the infidelity ot civil Rulers ?

3. How will a naticn’s decluring themselves bound, toreg-
ulate il their aftuirs, in subserviency to the honor of the Ru-
ler of nations. tend ta destroy the spirituslnature of the church,
and replenish her with hypocrites ? Has obedience to the law
of cur nature a tendency to promote its violation !

4 Domestic society is as distinet from the church of Jesus
as national  If the latter has nothing to do with the church,
how does it come that the former has ? Or to guard the spivit-
Wal priviieges of Zion, must the heads of [amilies be instruct-
€d that, us such, they have no concern with her affairs 7 Must
the prevention of external injury being sustuined, by onc mem-
ber of the family froin another,be the extent of whata parent
©or master, as shuch, mustdo for the church of God ?

H «~ Todl atno time, warranted the interferemce of civil au-
tho. ity to discourage idoratry and impiety ! See Exod. XXXI1V
13. Has he ot no time, hertofore, warranted nations to ¢ n-
courage the interests of religion? Itis toe cvident te require
proof, that he hus. H.d God no church then on earth? We
know who has ~uid so ; snd the purpose for which the fact has
been denied, with that subject at preseut, however, we have
nothing to do.  Thut the Redeemer had & church, a spiritual
£0 iety, previous to the new testament dispensation of grace
has been often proved ; nor will it be refused by muny who
m:uke the objection towhich I now reply. Did national dis-
approbation of impiety, and civil protection of truth and piety,
tend to corrupt the church, and make men dissemblers ! Did
the most high ever form institutions, calcu'uted to produce
such effects 2 Or has he, like frail mortuls, by experience dis-
covered the error, which was not perceived when his arrange-
me ts were formed ? Where is there information in the gos-
pel, that the promise of eternal good to the virtuous, is calcu-
lated to foster hypocrisy ? Do men in their declamations con-
sider that they reproach the doctrine of(God ourSuviour.1l Tim.
1V. 8. Godliness is proficable—~thaving the promise of the life
that now is,

Obj. 9, 1f what yon contend for in the constitution of lawe

{a) uvil govesnment he requisitc, it yill be Qard to fnd any
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en earth ; but that an ordinance of God 80 essential to the ex-
istence of socicty should Ue lost, is not credible.  1fnot lost, it
should be recognized.

Ans, 1. | presume I have contended for nothing, but what
good reason and the scriptures of truth warrant.  Aad though
a lawluliy consuruted government could not be found, it would
be no nore th .o the christian has been tauyght to expect.  Js-
rael shall b m ny days wi-hut a tirince, Hos. 111. 4. In the
revel «tions by John, which is o bistory of the church and world
anticipated, we are informed that the worlid woncered after the
beast, and worshiped bhin, and thiat the horns, or constituted
authorities of the nutions, in a'l their ramifications, gave their
powver to the beast, undin their constr utions and administra-
tions made war with the Lamb.  Rev. XIil. 8, 4  Chupt.
XVIIL 13, i4 Cansuch be lawfuily constituted governmcens ?
During the forty two moenths, in which the holy City is to be
trodden under footy, and the woman is bunished into
the wi.derness, it would be vuin for any considerable iength of
time, tocalcul -te on another order of things.  So fur from this
being an obj:ction, 1t muy be admitted as a truth—a truth
which may be improved against the infide!l, and which will bear
cqu dlv heard on the advocates of every power that exists.

2. Divine Providence carries furward the government of the
world, in a manner consistent with his holy desizns. Through
the instrum ‘ntaiity of the votary of superstition;—the raving
fanatic, and proud usurpers over the church of Christ, some
impressions of moral obligation are kept up on the minds of
men, and thev restrsined from that outrage, which would al-
together prostrate society ; Yet the christian, who is taughe
by the word of truth, ana acts under the influence of enlighten-
ed reason, could not incorporate with such, and consci-
entiously approve of the constitutions on which they stund. In
like manner, in his sovreign dispensations, he uses for the
preservation of some degree of order,even the edicts of tyrants,
Could the christian and the friend of human right, consistc ntly
appreve of their constitntion.  Approb.tich of what is right
in either constitution or administratien will not be withheld.
This however ts very different from giving a pledge to support
a constituiion, how deficient or immoral seeverit may be.

S. Admit that constituted governmentis may be found, which
will he acknowledged tn he the ordinances of God, does it ful-
low from this, that Incorporation with them by binding to sup-
port their constitutions, is an indispensible duty? Might not
the objector find a society of professed christians, which he
ceuld net depy to by a church ef God, with which however, he
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coild by nio rncws vnite. Why ? Because in its terms of
conmuidon, e 1s seusible there is something contrary to the
purity of gospel wostring, oropposcd to the sinaplicity of evan-
gelicul erder; andne ought neved to be rerquirea to prostitute his
conscicnee forsuyke ef supposed udvantages, which he might ob-
tals in its communlon. May net a civil government, which has
nct fovfeited sl 1fs clalms to be the ordinance of God, be so in-
cumbered with sinful terms ofcommuuion, us to give just occa-
sioi to siuind ut a distance fromity and not to mingle with its
supporicys 1 the nuanasement of its affulrs ?

A variety of trivial ehicctions beside those now considered,
vou oo heand olicn wmwle—your acquaintance with the ora-
cles ¢ God will ennbic you to cxpose them, or rather your
good scnse w1l divect youto wreat the most of them with  that
siicr 2 wilch caviis not beileved Ly yeur antugontsts, them-
scive: justiy merit,

It now remains that we attend to a brief

Gt

IMPUIOVIEIMLENT.

1. Thc subjcct now discussed, presents to us important in-
formation. It exhibits the Son of God in our nature, having
in his humbled state, vanquished his foes, and so far as the e-
ternal interests of his people are concerncd, destroyed the in-
fluence of sin and the power of death,elevated to the throne of
glory. His elevation, to be the moral head of the intellectual
creation, presents, in a more important light, universal crea-
tion, than the mind of man, unuided by revelation, could have
supposed. Under the iniluence of this truth, on the minds of
the human family, we may hope. the glorvy of the latter day
will be rendered complete. Wthile the whole cieation, and
providence of God, are not viewed as put under the feet of
Messiah, for the furtherance of the pluns of his grace, men wil}
never sce Lthat greatest device of wisdom in its importance.
While it is conceived, that any of the affuirs of mortals, have
o conncxion with the spiritual kingdom of Jesus, a competi-
tion between their sceular pursuits, and the demands of the
Redeemer will subsist.

Viin wre all expectations of peace and concerd in Zion,
while the concerns of this life are not made subservient te
Messiali’s glory. Let the sovreignty of the crowned Media-
tor be confessed by men, and consistently with the eonfession
Iet themact ; then shall the partition walls which divide the
ciurch of Gad Le removed, and no more mar the beauty of
that divineedifice.,  Then, and not till then, shall contendirg



£ <7}

parties unite, and under the influence of the goepel, which
speaketh peace to himthat is far off and to him thut is near,
harmoniously act in support of the cause of God and man; their
minds being purified from that moral dross, which pojutes
society, and destroys the value of the intercourse of men. We
h.uve every reason to believe, without doing violence to that
chatity which covereth a multitude of sins, that selfish con-
siderations have vastly more influence than conscience, in ef-
fecting and maintaining divisions, in the church of God.

2. This 511bject addiesses itscll to man in every relation of
liic : the citizens of Zion, and especially th: officers thercof
are addressed.  They ere called upon ¢ to keep pure and cn-
tire” the institutions ol Ged, pecuiiarly recommcended to their
care, and pious attention. They, under the awful penally of
having their naumes expuuged trom the book of life, ave for-
bidden to mingle the deuces of human funcy, with the hoiy
ordinunces c¢f his grace. ¢ \What thing soever I ccmmand
you, observe—Thou shalt not add thereto nor diminish there-
from. In vain doye worship me teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”  To the empires of this woerkd it
voice is also directed. ¢ Ve naticiis hear it.and yeKings obey.”
He is Governor among the naticns. DPsal. XXII. 27, Why
confine his mediatorial glory withinthe limiitsof Zion { There
indeed it appears concentiated ; but far bevond her confines it
extends. L.etnone attempt to limit, in parrow boeunds, the
dominion of the King of kings, lest in his victorions wrath,
when in defiance of the nations” anger he takes to him his pow-
cr and rqun%, he numbers you among the fullen victims cof
his vengeful ire. On Zion’s hiil, mdeed he sits supreme.
On his blessed head the crown of sracl flourishes ;3 but con-
template him once more ; on sis Acad cre many crowne, Rev.
XIX. 12. and among the rest, the diamonds of that of the na-
tions shine forth, with a radiunce ol Divine.  On his vesture
and on his thigh is 2 name inscribed, indicative of his exien-
sive claims.  Rev. XIX. 16. Legislators ! Consider our ex-
alted Jesus ; intoliis hand you are given. Recognize his au-
thorly ; regard his law. Remember he holds not only the
golden sceptre of grace, but 2lso the iron red of rectoral ven-
gcancc-—-—Lxet utive powers of the nations ! Hcar Lis voice.
Psal. II. He addresses you. Do your constitutions, in
your ofﬁudl chalacter, obligc youto dm'c ard the special king-
dom of the Redeemer ¢ Are you bound to fostcr the avowed
enemies of his crown ! Tremble ; for your situation is terrible
Hasten from those hills of prey—flee from those lions’ dcns——
depart from those mountains of the leopards. Rule not cr
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princip'es that oblige you to be hostile to Jesus, er indifferent
to his cause.  Ye people ; manifest your regard to his com-
nmaunds—z:vince your obedivince in your ndtwnal deedb-—mjnm
it on your represcntatives to confess, in their official churacter,
alleziance to the Christ of vl Forget not, thit on diso-
bedient nations, from the altar ubove, he hurls the fire of his
wrath ; and to their deep se ted basis, shakes the moun-
tains of their constituted ; owers.

3 The businessof this duy is n exercise of gratiude to the
Divine saviour, {or blessings conferred on us, in his rracious
dispensaiions. In the intronuctory esercise o0 the moning,
we took a cursory view of genersi aind darticy lar favors, receive
ed {r m the everilowing fountain of heavenly goudness—The
condtucting of this empire, throughthe periis oizemlntum, and
sctting the inhabitants thereof free, frow the grievous yoke of
foreign dominastion—ihe prescrvation o. peace inour borders,
and unexampled prosperity, white surrounding nutions have
been convulsed and overthrown, have been stated as evidences
of a superintending, and gracious providence over a sinful peo-
ple, calling for our expression of gratitude 1n songs of praise.
On this we shall not longer detain. Norsh:l your atteiition
be more thun recalled to the prospects ot our Zion, amidst the
clouds of this gloomy day. The right and of the Lord huth
done valiantly ; ofourselves we have little reason to speak
good ; to his name who ruleth over all, let the praise be as-
cribed.

4. The discussion to which you have been attending, af-
fords grounds of consola‘ion, and joy, to the mourners in Zi-
on, and the oppressed victims of overgrown power. While
reviewing those scenes which have transpired in times long
gone, and considering those which pass immediately before
the eye in the present day, the centemplative mind is ofien
ready, in moments of dispondency, to enquire ; is therc a
God who directs the events of this world ¢ Or, by undesign-
ing fate, are al' the parts of nature mingled in chuotic disorder ?
To find a rop!y, we arc not left to wander in the gioomy ma-
zes of rentile conjecture. Jehowah, even our Erranucl reigns.
Fe conducts those scenes by counsel.  Happy will be the re-
sult of his administration. Dut exclude him from :he helm of
universal government, and horrible darkness oversprcads the
heuvens ; dreary are the prospects prescnted to the eve ; this
world is an mhocmtable descrt, and far as imagination itself can
roam, no object rises to cheer the sight.  The doctrine of our
text, and its numerous illustrations in the pages of the s.cred
voiume, dissipate the gloom, and afiords a medium for the ex-
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gvcise of faithy whose eye penetrates bevond the horizon of ot
times, and attentively surveysthe happy scenes of {uture days.
Great shall be the peace of the church and of the world ; the
seed, of the doctrines of Divine truth, shall be sown in
every land ; {rom the springs of Zion’s hill, shall issue forth
those streams, which shall fertilize the parched soil of the na-
tions. Then shall the wilderness become a fruitful field, and
the barrén mountains shake with fruit. The ministers of the
Sanctuary shall not then complain, that few believe their re:
port ; that they labour in vain and spend their strength for
nought. The city of Zion shall flourish and her citizens a:
dound like the grass that decorates the fields.

Darkness indeed spread. over the transactions of cur times.
Toward the church of God, and the peace of the wcrld the
cloudy dispensations of our day, seem to lock with a scowls
ing aspect. Let the friend of righteousness console himself
with the truth, thatthe Lord reigneth. The attentive observ-
er, amidst the gloom, cannot but perceive some lines of lizht,
fretting the clouds of the Antichristian night as messergers of
approaching day. The fire of Divine wrath has been kindled
in the palaces of those monsters who, covered with blood, have
been faithful to the man of sin, in executing his inquisitorial
mandates. The holy breathings of the souls in glory, under
the altar, blow this fire cf vengeance into an intenser flame.
The prayers of the church of Jesus, registered for ages past
in the court above, are now receiving their answer, while the
horns of the Reman beast are made to hate the mother of hars
lots, to eat her flesh and to burn her with fire ; and while the
waters of the mystic Euphratee are drying up.* Though some
of the nominal, followers of the L.amb should be found, whe
would lend a halping hand to support the falling chair of the
usurper over the mount of God, and the rights of man, his
ruin, because of their infatuation, will not be retarded. Itis
cause of joy that the true disciples of Jesus are not employved
in the executionof the sentence of Heaven ; but that those,

* Rev. XVIL 16. XVI. 12. ¢ The ten horns shall hate the whore,
That is some of the ten Kings ; for others shall bewail and lameat for
her. Rev. XVIIL 9. and shall fight, and perish in the cause of the beast
Rev. XIX. 19, 20. some of the Kings who formerly loved her, grown,
sensible of her—oppressions, shall hate her, shaii swip her, and expose,
and plunder—and utterly consume her with fitre. And as the Kings of
France have contributed greatly to heir advancement, it is not impossible,
nor improbable, that some time or other they may also be the principal
authors of her destruction.” (Bp. Newton) IfjHeaven make tie pres-
ent Emperor of France the instrument of wrath agairstthe whore af
Babylon, why should any but her abandoned train regret ?

F
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educated in the cruel arts of the Antichiistian school, are ens
gagad to humble the proud oppressor.

lnmliy, my brethren, impruve this discussion, by cnter-
tairing more exalied views of the character of the gicrious Sav-
idur.  L.et hint have the bighost places in your aﬁtcuons—- '
Liobrace him by an appropriating faith, individuallv, for your
own salvation—-decicve not yourselves, by resting i1 general
fiopes ol miercy. while vou reject, by tnbelief, the redemp-
tion und grace of Jesus. DJlunilest your :szard to the interest
ot his Lionor, by a conscicntious respect to every Divine in-
s,timtion Pray earnestly und much for the peace and prosper-
x') of Zion-—that every existing cause of division, real, gt im-
aginary, among the discipels of our Lord may be removed—-
that the land in which we live may be bLlessed, and that a spir-
it of grace, poured forti upon the inhabitants thereof, may be
manifested in their speedy repentance and by submsision to tha
ekalted Jcsus, and rejoicing in his xelgn. From your minds let*
the impious sentiment, and its pernicious influence be banish-
ed fai ; that men, in their civii vclations, are net Lound to
regard the church of God. Can the man who possesses the
sensibilitie: of the patriotr, and who, aniidst the commotions of
these days,trembles for the Ark of God, use such a language 2
Keep yourselve remote from every institution, to the exis-
tence of whichy immorality is made essential. Continue to’
evidence your attachment to social order, by pursuing the
great ends of government, inlives of virtue and of piety ; o-
mitting no opportunity of promoting, so far as you luwfully
can, the general weal. Mark with your disapproving frowns’
the plosmut-on of the sacred name of Helipion, to subserve -
the interests of the unpnncxpled cause ofambmous or servxle
fuctions, o

Be zealous ; e ﬁrm in your profcssnon and practice, and at
tlie s:ine time, guard agamst that lntemperate zeal, not'diréct-
¢d by knowledge, which characterizes tlie enthysiast, and
which worketh not the righteousness 6f God. Christian pru--
dence and benevolence will teach you, that while you oppose
tlie eriors oi men, their persons you shuuld Tove. "Endeavor
to huve your minde jortiiied with truth, so that you may not,
bv popular prejudice, or trifling objections, be led to abandon
the testimony of Jesus.  Thus shail you have the conselation
of contributing, in your respective stations in life, to diffuse
amoeng nicn, and recommend to them that system, under
viich the nations of the earth shall yet be united, in
the bonds of a lasting peace, which shall, in all its blessings
ationnd whiic the moon endureth. Then the envy of Ephraim
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.27l depart, end the adversaries of Judah =holl be cut off; Ew
pihrain shall not enwvy Judah, and Judah shall not vex b[:}zra:m.*
Be not dxscouraged because you have no prophet who can teil,
tHe ume, during which Zion must yet be desolate. The
time xs fixed, and beyond the appointed day your Lord wﬂl ot
wrry. © He will arise and rave mercy upion Ziin, '

‘Then Heaven and Earth renewed shall be made pure,

',l 0 sancmy that shall receive no stain.

FINIS.



In some cbpies the following typographical errors wiil ¢
Jound, w/zack.t_hc rc.ader will please to correct. Some others of
inferior consideration are fi@ased cver unnodiced, as they are net
fikely to mar the sense,

Page 2 line 11. Alter were expunge a

3 last line.

for desolve read dissolve.

4 line 19. for woolf read wolf.
do. do. for charge read change.
5 line 9. for bretheren read brethren.
do. 30. for Tit.11c. 15v. read Tit. S c. 15 ¥,
8 line 20. for 2d read ist.
10 line 4. for shield read shields.
do. 9. for king read kings.
. do.  21.  for beseigeing read besieging.
12 line 9. for teim read time.
13 line 18. at the end expunge the full point.
do. 19. for nation read nations.
13 line 8. from the foot, for dispell, read dispel.
15 line 7. for prospective perspective.
do. 18. for friend read friends.
16 line 9. from the foot, for and, read are.
18 line 25. {or tyrants read tyrants’.
20 line 16. after importance expunge of.
26 line 27. for humbles read humbler.
2g line 18. after tyranny, insert a semi-color.
29 line 24. from the foot, for add, read And.
35 Marginal reference, for Ezek. 20, read Ezek. 29

84 line 8. from the foot,at the beginning expunge 9.
35 line 10.  for counterfiet, read counterfeit.

do. line24. for eraced read erased.

37 line 7. for man, read men.

do. 13.  forreal, read regal-

39 line 18.  for despersed, read dispensed.

41line 4. from the foot,for relligious read religious
42 line 8.  for blastpheme, read blaspheme.

44 line 5.  for probale, read probable.

do. lien 20. for shuch, read such.

do. line 22. for idoratry, read idolatry.

do. line 23. for hertofore, read heretofore.

45. line £3.

48 last line.

for Divine Providence carries, read, In
Divine Providence God carries, &c.
for affords, read afford.
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