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New-Yorg, 15th May, 1806,

Tue Presbytery reswmed the consideration of the Draughe
of a Testimony with the Amendments, A member was called
upon fo pray for divine direction. After praver, the Modera-
tor put the question, Approve or disapprove of the Draught as
now amended! The members answered unanimously, Ap-
prove,

The Court do therefore approve and ratify this Testimonyw,
as the Testimony of the Reformed Preshyterian Church in the
ITnited States of North America.

Wirriax Giesox, Moderator,
Joun Brack, Clerk.

—

TuE GEXERAL Syxop oF ToE RErorMED PRESBYTERIANW
Cuvrcrn 1x Norrn AmEuERica, being in session in the cily
of Pittsburgh, on the 2d day of June, 1543, resolved that a
Third Edition of the Declaration and Testimony be published.

Attested by

Jounw N. M'Leop, Stated Clerk,
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TESTIMONY.

CHAPTER 1.

OF Giod.

1. Tuere is one infinite, eternal, seli-existent,
independent, omniscient, omnipresent, and un-
changeable Being, who is the Creator, the Preserv-
er, and the Governor of all ereatures which exist.

Deut. 6:4. The Lord our God is one Lord.  Job 11:7. Canst
thou by searching find out God! Canst thou find out the Al-
mighty unto perfection! Ps. 80:2. From everlasting to ever-
lasting thou art God. Ex, 8:14, God said unto Moses, T AM
THAT T AM. Ps. 147:5. Great iz our Lord, and of great
power; his understanding is infinite, 1 Kinga 8:27. Behold,
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, Mal,
3:6. I am the Lord, I change not.  Rev. 4:11. Thou hast creat-
ed all things, Heb. 1:3. Uphnldmg all things by the word of
his power, Ps.103:19. His kingdom ruleth over all,

2. This only true and living God hath, in and
of himself, all goodness, glory, and blessedness; 1s
a most pure Spirit, invizible, almighty, most wise,
most holy, most free, most absolute, most just,
most gracious and merciful.

Jer. 10:10. The Lord is the true God; he is the living God,
and an everlasting King.  Acta 7:2, The God of glory. Ps,
119:68, Thou art good and doest good. Rom, 9:5. Who is
over all, God blessed for ever. John 4:24, God is a spirit.
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1 Tim. 11:17. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invizible,
the only wise (iod, be honor and glory for ever and ever, Amen.
Rev. 4:8. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. Ps. 115:3.
He hath done whatsoever pleased him. Eph. 1:11. Who work-
cth all things after the counsel of his own will. E=x, 34:67,
The Lord God, mereiful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for-
giving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and that ‘will by no

means clear the guilty.

3. God is unto himself all-zufficient, deriving no
help or glory from any of his creatures; but mani-
festing hus own glory by them, unto them, and upon
them, having sm'ﬂrcxgn dominion over thnm, to do
to them whatsoever it pleaseth him; and, by a holy
and wise providence directing and dlspnsmg of
them, and all their changes and actions, without
any violence to their nature, according to the im-
mutable counsel of his own will.

Job 22:2, Can a man be proftable unto God!? Rom, 11:36.
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to
whom be glory for ever. Dan. 4:35. He doeth according fo
his will in the army of’ heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth, Acts 15:18. Known unto God are all his works
from the beginning of the world. Matt. 10:20. Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall
on the ground without your Father. 30. But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Acts 27:24. 5o God hath given
thee all them that sail with thee, 31, Except these abide inthe
ship, ye cannot ba saved. Acts 2:23. Him being delivered by
the determinate eounsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
tiken, and by wicked hands have erucified and slain,

4. The One infinite and eternal God subsists in
three distinct divine persons—the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, all equal; the same n sub-
stance, in power, and in glory,
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Matt. 28:19. Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the.Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 2 Cor. 13:14. The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com-
mumnn of the Holy Fhast be with you all. Amen, 1 John

. For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Fa-
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are One.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. «That this world 1z eternal, or cauzed by a
fortuitous concourse of atoms, without the agency
of an intellizent Creator.

2. % That there are more Gods than one.

3. “That God hath not determined by an un-
ch anuenhle decree, every event which comes to pass.

4. % That God doth” not, by a particular provi-
dence, govern all his ereatures and all their actions.
5. % That it is not criminal to be discontented
with any providential dispensation.

6. « That there iz no distinetion of persons in
the Godhead; but that man can demonstrate the

inpossibility of the existence of three persons in

the unity of the infinite and incomprehensible

A

-
=

Godhead.” 5 i .

. CHAPTER IL
ﬂ;f Flern.

1. Max iz created with a rational and immor-
tal soul, caﬁahle of ascertaining that God his Ma-
ker is worthy of being loved, feared, and served ;
and he iz accountable unto God for all his emo-
tions, expressions, and actions.
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Is. 1:18. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord. Mait, 10:28. Fear not them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul. Rom. 1:19. Beecause that which
may be known of God is manifest in them. 21. When they
knew God they glorified him not as God. Chap. 2:6. Who
will render to every man according to his deeds.  Matf. 12:36,
But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give aceount thereof in the day of judgment.

2. Man iz a free agent, unrestrained in his voli-
tions by the immutable decree of God, although it
15 not possible for him in any instance to avoid
fulfilling that decree: the divine commandment is
the rule of his conduct, and after the death of the
body he shall be judged by a righteous God accord-
ing to his works.

Fames 1:13. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God. 14. Buf every man is tempted when he is
drawn away of his own lust and enticed, Heb, 6:17. Where.-
in God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel. Dent, 12:32, What
thing soever I command you, observe to do it; thou shalt not
add thereto nor diminish from it. Heb. 9:27. It is appointed
unto men once to die; but after this the judgment,

3. Man, entirely dependent on God for his be-
17, preservation, thoughts, and works; and bound
fect obedience te whatever God commands.
is nevertheless sinful in his dispositien, eriminal in
every part of his conduct, incapable of ascertain-
ing without supernatural ald the extent of his own
guilt and depravity, or a method of reconciliation
with a holy and just God.

Actz 17:28. For in him we live, and move, and have our be-
ing. Rom. 3:18, Now we know that what things soever the
law =aith, it saith to themm who are under the law; that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God.  Eph. 2:3. And were by nature the children of
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wrath, 5. Even when we were dead in sin, 1 Cor. 1:21.
The world by wisdom knew not God. Chap. 2:14. But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God.
Proy, 29:18. Where there is no vision the people perish.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. ¥ That man has no soul distinct from s
bodily organization.

2. “That he is necessarily impelled to chioose
or act as an unconscious machine.

3. “ That he can will or act independently of
the purpose or the providence of God.

4. % Phat he is not exposed to punishment from
God, on account of his evil disposition and crimi-
nal conduct.

3. * That the light of nature is sufficient to di-
rect him to the highest perfection and happiness
of his nature.”

CHAPTER III.
OF Wivine Revelation.

1. Tuz eternal God can, in consistency with his
own glorious perfections, and with the nature of
man, make known to the human mind doctrines
and facts, which could not have been dizcovered
by any other method.

Is. 64:4. For since the beginning of the world, men have
not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen,
O God, besides thee, what he hath prepared for him that wait-
eth for him. 1 Cor, 2:11. For what man knoweth the things
of & man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even s0 the
things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit of God,

2#
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2. God hath, from time to time, made known to
men his will, respecting the salvation of sinners,
and hath authorized cerfain persons, qualified for
the work, to communicate a Ihvine Revelation to
m&nkmd, specifying the only method of escaping
eternal punishment on aceount of sm, and accom-
panied with sufficient evidence of its authenticity.

Heb. 1:1. Ged, who at sundey times, and in divers manners,
apale in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his' Son. Eph. 3:9. And
to make all men sce what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
who created all Lhmg:’-. E.ﬁr Jesus Christ, ?

. It hath pleased God, in condescension to hu-
man wants and ‘HGEILIIEES, to inspire, and infalli-
bly to guide, chosen men to.commit to writing the
Revelation of hiz Will, for the imstruction and
comfort of his Church in the world.

2 Tim, 3:16. All Seripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for vepreof, for correction, for in-
strizetion in righteousness; 17, That the man of God may be

perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

4. All the books of the Old and New Testa-
ments, and these only, are given by inspiration of
God; they contain a complete system of faith, and
a perfect rule for our direction in all the duties of
life; unto these Scriptures nothing is at any time
to be added by new revelations of the Spirit, or
traditions of men.

=

2 Pet. 1:21. Holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost. Ps. 119:105. Thy word is a lamp unto
my fect and a light unto my path. John 5:9. Search the-
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Scriptures, Rev. 22:18. For 1 testify unte every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues.
that are written in this book.

2. Rational arguments, drawn from the mira-
cles which were wrought to attest the Divine Mis-
sion of "the mspired w sriters, the fulfillment of pro-
phecy, the sublimity of the doctrines, their divine
efficacy, the purity of the precepts, and from the
scope of the whole, being to give all glory to God,
are useful in opposing infidels, and are sufficient
to produce a rational persuasion of the truth of
Christianity: But the influence of the Holy Spirit
on the heart, is necessary to give to any man that
full assurance, and eomiortable sense of the divine
“authority of the Holy Seriptures, which 1= included
in a saving faith.

1 John 5:9. If we receive the witness of men, the withess:
of God 1s greater, 1 Thess. 2:13. For thiz cause also thank
we God without ceasing: beeaunse when ve received the word
of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word
of man, buat, as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectual-
by worketh also in vou that believe,

“6. There is a variety in the style and manner
in which different parts of the Bible are written :
The sacred penmen used means of information,
and employed different talents, and peculiar modes
of expression; but in all they wmte, they were In-
fallibly guided, ag to matter and manner, by the
Holy G w0st. Translations may be imperfect; but
the genuine text of the Old Testament i Hebrew,
and the New Testament in Greek, 13 mfallible.
The Holy Ghost, speaking in the Scriptures, is
the supreme Judge in all matters of religion.



8

2 Pet. 3:16. In which are some things hard to be under.
stood, Chap. 1:21. For the propheey came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, Verse 19, A more sure word of
prophecy: whercunto ye do well that ye take heed.  Matt.
2:18, For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all
be fulfilled, [s, 8:20. To the law and to the testimony; if
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no
light i them,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1.« That a Divine Revelation is impossible, or
UNNeCes=dary.

2. “That the Old and New Testaments are not
the word of God.

3. % That the Old Testament is not the word

of Christ, and of equal authority with the New.

- 4. “That there can be any errors in the Bible.

5. % That any inward light can zet aside the
c-bviﬂus meaning of the Scriptures.

6. * That ecclesiastic authority, the 1?11uugs,
or traditions of the ancients, can be admitted in
whole, orin part, as the supreme judge of religious
controversy.”

CHAPTER 1V.
OF Ihonan Reason.

1. Tue exercize of Reaszon, with res to Re-
velation, is lawful and necessary. God addresses
man in the Scriptures as a rational creature: the
faculty of reasoning is the gift of God; and men
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are bound to exercise it in searching the Scrip-
tures, in ascertaining all the ideas which the word
of God conveys to man, and drawing inferences
for the direction of faith and manners from Scrip-
ture doctrines; and these inferences, as well as the
express words of Revelation, are of divine autho-
rity. God hath spoken nothing the full force of
which he did not comprehend.

1 Sam. 12:7. Now, therefore, stand still, that I may rea-
son with you before the Lord. Eecles. 7: 25, 1 applied mine
heart fo know, and to search, and to seck out wisdom and the
reason of things, 1 Pet, 3:15, And be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you. Aects 6G:2, It 15 not reason, that we should
leave the word of God and serve tables.

2. Human reason cannot previously determine
what God should or should not reveal: There are
in the Scriptures doectrines which unassisted rea-
gson conld never have discovered: and yet, when
revealed, are perfectly intelligible by the human
mind.

Is. 40:13. Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or,
being his counsellor, hath taught him? 1 Cor, 1:20. Where
15 the wise?! Where is the scribe?  Where is the disputer of
this world! Hath nof. God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? Ps, 118:130, The entrance of thy words giveth

Nlight: It giveth understanding unto the simple.

3. There are tanght in the Sacred Oracles, doc-
trines which human reason cannot fully compre-
hend: The fact, that they are taught in the Scrip-
tures, 12 perfectly intellizible: What these doctrines
are, and that they are not inconsistent with any
other truths, may be ascertained by reason: These
doctrines are to be received on the authorty of
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God: There is no perception, of which the mind is
capable, more certain, than that God is incapable
of mistake or falsehood.

1 Tim. 3:16. And without controversy great is the mystery
of godiiness, Verse 9. Holding the mystery of the fuith in a
pure conseience. Tit. 1:1. And the acknowledging of the
truth which is after gmllmn:sa 2. In hope of eternal hLife
which Ged that cannot Le plmnhcd

4. The veracity of God, and not the reasona-
bleness of any doctrine, is the ground of our faith.
1t 1 the work of the gospel 1o cast down reasonings
against the knowledge of God, and bring into cap-
tivity every thought unto the obedience of Christ.

1 Cor. 2:5. That your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of (God. 2 Cor. 10:5. Casting
down im'iginauﬂns -and every high thing that exalleth itsell
against the knowledge of God, “and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and

EEEti'f':,r against all who maintain them:
“ That reason is the proper standard of reli-

glous truth.

2. % That any doctrine contained in the Secrip-
tures is unreasonable.

3. «That there is no incomprehensible mys-
tery taught in the Holy Scriptures.”
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CHAPTER V.
OF the Fall of Jian.

1. Max was created an intelligent, active being,
having a living and immortal soul, and a body
which had no tendency to sickness or death: His -
principal glory was his having the image of God
drawn upon his soul, and this image chmﬂ_i,r COnN-
sisted in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness.

Gen. 2:7. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breaihed into hiz nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul.  Chap, 1:2%. So God created man
in his own image. Eceles, 7:29, God hath made man up-
right.

2. God created man male and female; and hav-
ing purpoged that this first pair, Adam and Eve,
should have a numerous offspring, he appointed
Adam the public head and representative of all
mankind, and entered into a covenant with him in
behalf of himself and all his posterity: In this cov-
enant (God promised to the whole human family
eternal life and happiness, (with the preservation
of men in their natural holiness,) upon condition
of Adam’s perfect obedience in his state of proba-
tion, and threatened eternal misery, (implying the
total depravity of their nature,) in case of disobe-
dience; pointing out to Adam, at the same time,
the tree of knowledge of pood and evil, as the spe-
cial sign of his probationary state, and prohibit-
ing him to eat of its fruit.

Gen, 1:27. Male and female created he them., Actz 15:18.
Known unto God are ajl his works from the beginning of the
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world., Gen, 1:28, And God blessed them, and God said un-
to them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earih.
Rom, 5:14. Adam—who 13 the figure of him that 13 to come.
Gal. 3:12, And the law 18 not of faith, Bot the man that do-
eth them shall live in them. Gen, 2:17; In the day thou eat-
est thereof thou shalt surely die.

3. Adam consented to the terms of this cove-
nant; and having violated the condition of it, b
eating the forbidden fruit, involved himself, and all
his posterity descending from him by ordinary
generation, in guilt and ruin.

Rom. 5:18. By the offence of one, judgment came upon all
men to condemnation. 1 Cor, 15:22, In Adam all die.

4. Mankind are all now, by nature, the children
of wrath, conceived in sin, brought forth in iniquit}',
sunk in total depravity, become mortal in their bo-
dies, subject to disease and pain, incapable of do-
ing any thing spiritually good, in a state of enmi-
ty against God; and condemned to endless misery
in the world to come.

Eph. 2:3. And were’ by nature the children of wrath.
Ps. 51:5. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sio did my
mother conceive me, Eph. 2:1. Dead in trespasses and sins.
Rom. 5:17. By one man's offence death reipned. Chap. 6:23.
‘Yor the wages of =in is death, Chap. 2:7. Because the car-
nal mind iz enmity against God: for it 1s not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be. 8. So then, they that are in
the flesh cannot please God, Gal. 8:10, Cursed is every ong
that eontinueth not in all things which are writterr in the book
of the law to do them.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. # That Adam was not a covenant head and
representative to all his posterity.
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2. % That none of Adam’s posterity is esteemed
guilty, or condemned on account of his first trans-
oresslon.

3. *That fallen man is not so depraved, but he
is able to please God, and offer acceptable worship
in his own natural strength.”

CHAPTER VI
F Eleclion.

I. Jenovamn, according to his own most wise
counsel, and for his own glory, hath, from all eter-
nity, unchangeably determined the final state of
all his creatures. - :

Acts 15:18. Known unto God are all his works from the
1nzginning of the world. . Prov, 16:4, The Lord hath made all
things for himself.

2. Tn'otrder to make a glorious dizplay of his ot
infinite excellencies, he hath eternally elected, in
Christ Jesus, a definite number of mankind sin-
ners unto everlasting holiness and happiness; and
in his sovereign pleasure, passing by the rest, he
hath, on account of their sins, ordained them to
everlasting condemnation.

_Eph. 1:4, He hath chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world. 11. Being predestinated according to the. pur-
pose of him who worleth all things after the counsel of his own
will, Rom. §: 22, 23, What if God, willing to show his
wrath, and make his power known, endured with much long-
suffering, the vessels of wrath fitted 1o destruction; and that he

Gl
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might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.

3. God did perfectly foreknow all the effects
which all the second causez which he appointed
should produce: But it is not on account of the
toreseen faith, or goodness of any man, that God
predestinated him to everlasting life. .

Ps, 147:5. His understanding is infinite.  Rom. 9:11. For
.the children being not yet born, neither having done any good
or evil, that the purpose of God according fo election might
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth. 18. Therefore
hath he mercy on whom he will ‘have merey, and whom he
will he hardeneth,

4, In the Decrce of Election, are included all

the means necessary tp the salvation of sinners, in
a manner perfectly consistent with the attributes of
God, and the faculties which he hath given to the
human mind.

Eph. 1:5. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of child-
ren by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good plea-
sure of his will. Ps. 110:3. Thy peaple shall be willing in
the day of thy power. Rom. #:30. Moreover, whom he did
predestinate, themn he also called, and whom he called, them
he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glori.
fied.

We therefore condemn the following errors,
and testify against all who maintain them:

1. “That God created any thing without deter-
mining what should be its final end and condition.

2. “ That election to eternal life 1s founded upon
the foreseen improvement of the means of grace.

3. “That election means no more, in Scripture,
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than the choice of some persons, as church mem-
bers, to external privileges.

4. *That it i1s onjust in God to choose some
sinners to salvation, and leave others, no more
sinful than they, to suffer merited condemnation.

2. “That any of the Elect shall be eternally lost,
or any except the Elect finally saved.”

CHAPTER VII.
OFr Christ the Jedialor.

1. It pleased God, 1n lus eternal purpose, to
ehoose, and ordain the Lord Jesus Christ to be the
ouly Mediator between God and man, and to con-
stitute him the public Head and Representative of
all the Elect.

1 Tim. 2:5. For there is one God, and one Mediator be-
tween (God and man, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Pet, 1:20.
Who verily was forcorduined’ before the foundation of the
world. Iiph. 1. 22. And gave him to be the head over alk
things to the church, which is his body,

2. Chnist the Mediator, is the Second Person in
the Godhead—the true and eternal God, equal with
the Father—having the names and all the perfee-
tions of God ascribed to him—the Creator, the
Preserver, and Governor of all the creatures which
exist; and equally with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, the object of the worship both of angels
and men.

1 John 5:20, And we know that the Son of God is come—
This is-the true God. Phil. 2:6. Who being in the form of
o thought it not robbery to.be equal with. God. Rom, %:5,.
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(hrist came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Heb. 1:5.
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image
ol his person, and upholding all things by the word of his pow-
er. 6. And again, when he bringeth the first begotien into
the world, he saith, And let all the s angels of God-worship him,
&, But unto the Son he saith, thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever, Rev: 5:11. And I heard the voice of many an-
gels round about the throne, and the beasts, and the elders.
12, Baying with a loud veice, Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13. And every crea-
ture heard I, saying, blessing and honor, and glory, and pow-.
er, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Laimb for ever and ever.

3. Jesus €hrist cur Lord 1= the eternally begot-
ten Son of God; he 1= not called the Son of Gaod
on account of hiz office or his human nature, but
1s naturally, necessarily, and eternally the Sc:n of
the Father.

Heb. 1:5, Thou art my Son, this day have T begotten thee,
Prov, 8:22, The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his
ways, before his works of old, 23, T was set up from ever-
lasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was, 30, And
I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him. John 1:
14. And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 3:16. God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

4. The cternal Son of God did, in the fullness.
of time, assume into an inseparable union with his
Divine Person, a human nature, (soul and body,)
being eonceived by the power of the Holy Ghost,
in the womb of the virgin Mary, and l;umn of her,
yet without sin.

Gal. 4:4. God sent forth his Son, made of a woman.
Iieh. 2:17. Wherefore in all things it behooved him to he
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made like unto his brethren. Luke 1:31. Behold, thou shalt
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call
his name Jesus. 92, He shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest, 33. And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end, 33, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the pow-
er of the Tlighest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
(zod. Heb, 7:26, For such an high-pricst became us, whe
i@ holy, harmless, undefled, separate from sinners.

2. Jesus Christ, as Mediator, is God-man, in
one person and two natures, whole, perfect, and
dizstinet, ingeparably joined together, without com-
[w:sltmﬂ or confusion.

1 Tim. 3:16. God was manifest in the flesh, John 1, 14,
And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among v, Rom. 9:
H, Of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is
over all, God blessed for ever. Matt. 26:33. My sounl is ex.
decding sorrowlul even unio death, Heb, 7:24, But this man,

because he cummuuh for ever, hath an unchangeable priest-
hood.

6. God manifested in the fleeh will never cease
tor be the Mediator; but as the Prophet, the Priest,
and the I{mg, shall remain through eternity in ﬁu]l
possession of the glory of God, the Head of his
body the church.

John 17:5, And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine
own self, with the glory which 1 had with thee before the
world was. Heb. 1:3. Being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person. Rev, 21:23. And the ecity
had no need of the sun, neither of the maon, to shine on it, for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof. Acts 3:23. A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you—nhim shall ye hear. Heb. 5:68. Thou art a priest
for ever. Rev, 19:16, King of kings, and Lord of lords,

a_-‘i:c
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7. Jesus Christ in his human nature was anoint-
ed with the Holy Spirit above measure, and tho-
roughly furnished for executing the work of the
mediatorial office, which he voluntarily undertook,
having beéen appointed thereunto by God.

Aects, 10:38, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Ho-
Iy Ghost. John 3:34. For God giveth not the Spirit by mea-
sure unto him. Chap. 6:57. As the living Father hath sent
me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth me shall live by

e,

We therefore condemn the [ollowing errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. % That Jesus Christ 13 no more than a crea-
ture.

2. % That the Mediator does not possess the
same nature with God the Father.

3. * That the Sonship of Christ is not necessa-
ry and eternal.

4. % That the Mediator has not a true body
and a reasonable =oul.

5. % That the man Christ Jesuz could have been
influenced by any bias contrary to holiness.

6. *“That the Dhvine nature 1s not personally
united te the human nature.

7. % That the human nature 1s blended or min-
oled with the Divinity.
- 8. “That the human goul of Christ did exist
previously to the incarnation.

9. # That Jesus Christ is not a distinct person
from the Father and the Holy Spirit.

10. “ That God-man, the Mediator, is not enti-
tled to the worghip of angels and men.”
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CHAPTER VIII.

OFf Lthe Holiyy Spiril..

I. Tue Holy Spirit is a Divine Person, who un-
ierstands, wille, and acts, in teaching, witnessing,
sealing, sanctifying, and comforting.

Luke ¥2:12. The Holy Ghost shall teach vou. Rom. 8:16.
The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit. Eph, 4:30, The
Holy Spirit wherewith ye are sealed. 2 Thess, 2:13. God
hath chosen you to salvation, through sanctifieation of the Spi-
rit. John 14:16. I will pray the Father, and he will give you
another Comforter, even the Spirit,

2. The person of the Holy Spirit 1s naturally
and necessarily distinct from the person of the l:'uw
ther, and from the person of the Son; and 1t
ia-hig personal property, that he eternally ﬁmmm's-
from tEc Father and the Son, in a manner which
13 incomprehensible by man.

1 Pet. 1:2. Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience,
atd F_Pr[nl-;ljng of the blood of Chriat, 2 Cor, 13:14. The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God; and the com-.
municn of the Holy Ghost, be with vou all. Amen. John 15:26.
The Spirit of truth which proceedeth from the Father. Gal.
4:26. The Spirit of hizs Son.

3. The Holy Spirit is equal in perfection and
%Inr}r with God the Father, and our Lord Jesus

hrist, and equally the object of religious worship:
the Author of life, vegetative, amma.l, and rational,
the Preserver and Sanctifier.

Pzalm 143:10. Thy Spirit is good. 1 Cor. 2:10. The Spi-
rit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 1 Pet.
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4:14. The Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.
Maut, 28:19. Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Gen. 1:2. The Spirit of
God moved upon the face of the waters,  Job 33:4. The Spi-
rit of (God hath made me. Psalm 104:30. Thou sendest
forth thy Spirit, they are created, and thou renewest the face
of the carth, Job 34:14. If he gather unto himself his Spirit
and his breath, all flesh shall perish together.  Rom. 15:16.
Being sanetified by the Holy Ghost.

We therefore eondemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. “That the Holy Spirit is no more than a Di-
vine attribute.

2. % That he 1s a creature.

3. That he 15 essentially inferior to God.”

CHAPTER IX.

OF the Covenant of Grace.

1. Gon, from all eternity, having foreseen the
fall of man, by the breach of the covenant of works,
and having predestinated some sinners to everlast-
ing life and happiness, did enter into a Covenant
of Grace, to deliver them from an estate of sin
and misery, and bring them into a state of salva-
tion by Jesus Christ.

1 Thess. 5:9. For God hath not appointed us to wrath; but
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. Tit. 1:2. In
hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised be.
fore the world began. Is. 42:6. And will give thee for a
covenant of the people, :
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3. The Covenant of Grace is an agreement be-
tween God, in the person of the Faﬁmr, and the
Lord Jesus Christ as the pablic Head of elect sin-
ners, in which God engages to bestow eternal hife
and glory u{lmn all the Elect, on condition that
Christ shall fulfill all righteousness as their Repre-
sentative.

Zech, 6:13. And the counsel of peace shall be batween them:
both, John 6:5%7. The ii\-‘]t‘lg Father kath sent me, and I Live
by the Father. 1 Cor. 15:22, For as in Adam all die; so in
Christ shall all be made alive, 28 Christ the first-fruits, al-
terward they that are Christ’s. Is. 53:10. Whexn thou shalt
rnake his saul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed  11.

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied,

3. This 18, unto us, a covenant of Promizse, in
which God, being moved thereunto, not by any ex-
cellency in the creature, but by his own love and
grace, promises to all whom Christ represented, all
the good things of which they shall have need ia
the present and future states of existence.

Is. 58:21, As [or me, this is my covenant with them; saith
the Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I
have put in thy mouth, shail not depart out of’ thy mouth, nor
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy secd’s
seed, from henceforth and for ever. Rom. 5:32, He that spar-
ed not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him freely give us all things? 2 Cor. 1:20, For
aull the promiges of God in him are yvea, and in him, Amen, un-
to the slory of God by us.

4. All the promizes of God to the Elect, are
made upon condition that Christ shall fulfill the
law, and satisfy Divine Justice, as their Substitute,
s0 that the condition, upon which the things pro-
- mised shall be conferred, is not to be performed by
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the Elect, but by the Surety; and that same eslab-
f:s?smmi, whl{;h is to them a Covenant of free
GGrace, iz to him a Covenant of Redemption.

Iz, 53:5. Bat he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruizged for our iniquitics; the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 10, When
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall sce his
seed, he shall prolong his days; and the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in his hand. Heb. 7:22. Jesus made a surety
of a better testament, Chap. 8:15. He is the Mediator of the
New Testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which were called might receive the promise of eterpal inhen-
tance. Chap., 10:5. Sacrifice and offering thou wouldst not.
9. Then said he, Lo, [ come to do thy will, O God, 10, By
the which will we. are sanctified, through the offering of the
body of Christ, once for all..

5. Christ Jesus our Lord, having fulfilled the
condition of the Covenant of Gl-:u:L, has purchased
a right to have all the promizes apphed in their
true gpirit and design, to all his people, and has,
consequently, received from Gaod all fullness, that
he might himsell dizpose of all the promised bless-
ings, as purchased licnefite to hiz spiritual seed.

Eph. 1:7. In whom we have redemption through his blood.
Heb. 2:9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honor. Chap. 1:2. Whom he hath appointed heir of all things.
Luke 24:48, And behold, 1 send the promise of my Father
upon you. 2 Cor. 1:20. For all the promises of God in him
are yea, and in him, Amen., Chap. 4:15, For all things are
for your sakes, Col, 1:18, For it pleased the Father that in
him should all fullness dwell.  John 1:16. And of his fullness
have all we received, and grace for grace. Mait, 6:42, For
vour heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
thinizs. 1 Cor. 3:21, For all things are yours; 22—ithings pre-
sent, or things to come, all are yours,



23

6. Jesuz Christ, the Mediator between God
and man, makes of the Covenant of Grace a tes-
tamentary dispensation to all his people; and, as
by hiz death he fulfilled what he undertook as our
Representative to God, so also, he hath sealed and
ratified the dispenzation of God’s grace to man,
as his own proper testament, which he ever lives
to execute and administer.

Luke 22:29. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Fa-
ther hath appointed unto me. Heb. 7:22. By zo much was Je.
sus made a surety of a better testament,  Chap, 8:6. He is the
Mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon bet-
ter promises, Chap, ©:16, For where a testament is, there
must also, ol necessity, be the death of the testator. 24. For
Christ is.not entered into the holy place made with hands—
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for ug, Chap, 10:16, This is the covenant that'l will make
with them—I will put iy law into their hearts. 21, And hav-
ing an high-priest over the house of God, 22, let us draw near
with a true heart,

7. The Covenant of Grace being formed with
Christ as a Federal Head, all the Elect are in him, -
as their Representative, a party with God m the
covenant, and to this each individual shall con-
sent, when effectually called, to choose the Media-
tor as his Representative in particular; every true
believer has to say, God hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and
sure.

Is. 55:3. Incline wour ear, and come unto me; hear, and
your soul ghall live: and I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of David. 2 Bam, "23:5,
He hath made with me an everlasting -covenant, ordered in all
things and sure.
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‘8. Every blessing, which God promises to be-
stow upon believers, and every thing which they
receive, in time, and through eternity, comes
through the channel of the Covenant of Grace,
and is purchased for them by Christ’s obedience
unto the death; nevertheless, the grace of God, as
well as that of Christ, shines forth in our salva-
tion, inasmuch as the Saviour himself 1s the gift
of God to man, and the evidence of God’s infinite
mercy, grace, and love.

1:Cor. 8:21, Therelore let no man glory in men: for all
things are yours. 23. And veare Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.
2 Cor, 1:20, For all the promises of God in him are yea, and
in him, Amen. John 3:16. For God so loved the world, that
he gave hiz only begotten Son, that whoscever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. Rom. 5:21. Even
so might grace reign through righteousness.

9. The goodness of the Elect 12 not the cause of
their being taken into this covenant, neither is
faith, repentance, sincere obedience, nor any other
thing, except the righteousness of the Surety, the
condition -of it; but God has promised, in this co-
venant, to bestow on all the Elect, faith, repentance,
and holiness, as well as happiness; and Christ, their
glorious Head, enables them to believe, repent, and
live a life of sincere godlinesg.

Tit, 3:5. Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us; by the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6. which he
shed on us abundantly through Jlesus Christ our Saviour; 7.
that being justified by his grace we should be made heirs, ac-
eording to the hope of eternal life. Jer, 23:6, This is the
name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our Rightcous-
ness.  Phil, 1:29, For unto vou it is given in the behalfof
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his
sake., Heb. 12:2, Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.
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We therefore condemn the following errors, and
tequﬁr against all who maintain them:

“ That Christ 18 not the RG]}I‘E:EEMEIH‘FE of

:LIJ}' deﬁmtp number of mankind.

“ That (vod has formed no covenant with
.Jm}us Christ as our public Head and Saviour.
3. “ That there are, besides the Covenant of
“Works, two distinet covenants; one, a Covenant

of Redemption made with Christ; and the other, a
Covenant of Grace made with ug, distinct from the
Covenant of Redemption.

4, # That Faith is the condition of the Cove-
nant of Grace.

5. “That God’s gracious promises are sus-
pended upon conditions to be performed by man.

G. * That (God promiscs any favor to sinners,
inany other way than through the purchase of
Christ.”

CHAPTER X.
&F Chyrisl's Salisfaclion.

1. In every display of his grace, God preserves
the lustre of his holiness and justice. The harmony
of hiz attributes necessary to the eminence of his
perfection, requires that a complete satisfaction
be made for all the sins of those who shall be
saved.

Rom. 5:21. Grace réigns through righteousness. Psalm
85:10. Merev and truth are met together: rightecusness and
peace have kissed each other. Fleb. 9:22, And without shed-
ding of blood is no remission.

4
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2. The Lord Jesus Christ, ag the public Head

of his Elect, assumed a lmman nature, perfectly
holy, in which he, in the room of his people, ful-
filled the law, and suffered its penalty; making a
perfect atonement for all their sing, by ﬁﬁhring
himself az a gacrifice unto God.

Heh, 10:5, Wherelore when he cometh into the world, he
saith, Bacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast
thou prepared me. 9. Ln I come to do thy ".1.11] 0 God, 14.
For by one nﬂ‘crmg he hath perfected for ever 1hf m thalt are
sanctified. Chap. 7:26, For such an high- pnest became us,
who iz holy, imrmless undefiled, separate from sinners.

3. Christ did not i any sense sufler for the
sing of all mankind, nor did he lay down his life
to make an atonement for an indefinite number of
sinners. ‘There is indeed an infinitc sufficiency in
his sacrifice to save the whole world, had it been
designed to produce that effect; but in the purpose
of God and in the undertaking of Christ, it was
not contemplated that he should make atonement
for any except those who were elected in him to.
everlasting life: these only he represented, and
these only shall be saved through his redemption.

John 10:14. T am the good Shepherd, and know my sheep,
15. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 26. But ye be-
lieve not, because yeare not of my sheep. 27, My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them. 28, And [ gsive uito them
eternal life: and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of my hand, 29, My Father which gave them me
i greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand. 80, Tand my Father are cne, Is. 42:2, The
Loxd iz well pleased, for his righteousness’ sake he will mag-
mfy the law and make it honorable. HRom, 3:25. Whom -
God hath set forth to be a propitiation, Acts 20:28, The
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
Tohn 17:9, I pray not for the world, but for them which thou
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hast given me; for they are thine, 10, And all thine are mine,
and mine are thine, Rev. 5:9. And they sung a new song,
saying, Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na-
tionm,

4. The reprobate world, by means of their
connection with God’s Elect, who live among them,
or may descend from them, are partakers of some
benefits which flow from Christ’s death; the gos-
pel Revelation meliorates the state of society; Di-
vine judgments are sometimes averted for the sake
of the saints; the peace and prosperity of nations
are furthered by the providence of God over his
people; benevolence and temperance are promoted
by ecclesiastical discipline; the world is continued
under its present economy until all the Elect are
brought to salvation: these and similar benefits,
of which the ungodly partake, are necessary con-
sequences of Christ’s purchase and care of his
church, foreseen by (zod, in forming the system
of grace, having been predestinated from eternity.

Is. 45:1, Thus saith the Lord to his ancinted, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have holden to sulxug nations before thee.
2, I will go before thee, and make the crodked places straight.
3. And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden
riches. 4. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine
elect. Matt, 5:13. Ye are- the salt of the earth. 14, Ye
are the light of the world. Chap. 13:29. But he said, Nay;
kest while ye gather wp the tares, ve root up also the wheat
with them. Is. 65:8. Thus zaith the Lord, as the new wine
18 found in the eloster, and one saith, Destroy it not for a bless-
ing ig init: so will I do for my servant’s sake, that I may
not destroy them all. Matf. 24:22, And except those days
should be shortened, there should ne flesh be saved: but for the
elect's sake, those days shall be shortened. Jer. 20:7. And
seek the peace of the city, whither I have caused vou to be
carried away caplives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in
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the peace thereof shall ye have peace.  Gen. 39:5, The Lord
blessed the BEgvptinn’s house for Joseph's sake. Gal. 6:10.
As we have, therelore; opportunity, let vs do good to all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  Gen.
18:26, And the Lord said, If 1 find in Sodom fifty righteous
within the eity, then I will spare all the place for their sakes,
Paalm 75:3, The earth and all the inhabitants thereol are dis-
solved: 1T bear up the pillars of it. Heb. 11:7. By faith,
Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his house. (Gen. $:11.
And 1 will establish my covenant with you; neither shall there
any more be a flood to destroy the earth. Is. 6:13. As a teil-
tree, or as an oak, whose substanee iz in them when they cast
their leaves, so the floly Seed shall be the substance thereof,

3. Christ has redeemed all the Elect, soul and
body, irom the curse of the Law, and has purchas-
ed for them all the comforts pl'n::-mlsed in God’s
word; and every helmmr has a new covenant right,
thr-’JUgh the precions blood of Christ, to every
thing necessary for body and soul, in time and
through etermty.

Eph. 1:7. In whom we have redemption through bis blood.
1 Cor. 6:19. What! Know wye not, that your body is the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost!—and ye are not your own, 20. For ye
are bought with a price: therefore glorily God in your bedy,
and in your spirit, which are God's. 1 Cor. 15:44. It is sown
a-natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 45, The last
Adam was made a quickening spirit.  Ver. 21. For since, hy
man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the
dead. 2 Cor. 1:20, For all the promises of God in him are
vea, 1 Tim, 4:8. Godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the lifes that now is and of that which is to
come. Matt, 6:11. Give us this day our daily bread. 31.
Therefore take no thought, smm,-::, What shall we eat? What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32,
For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all thess
thinga, 33, And all these things shall be added unto you.
Rom. 4:13. For the promise that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law,
but through the righteousness of faith. 16, Therefore it is of
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faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed—which is of the faith of Abra-
ham, whois the father of us all. 1 Cor. 3:22. Whether Paul,
ar Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come; all are yours. Acts. 2:46. Did
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart. 1 Tim.
4:3, Meats which God hath created to be received with thanks-
aiving of them which believe and know the truth. 4. For
every ercature of God iz good—if it be’ received with thanks.
oiving: 8. For itis sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
Deut, 28:5. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
1 Cor, 10:31, Whether, therefore, ve cat or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God,  Heb. 11:6. But without
faith it is impossible to please him.

We therefore condemn the following errors,
and testify against all who maintain them:

1. % That God saves sinners without any atone-
ment.

2. “That Immanuel died merely as a martyr.

3. “ That Christ died equally for all mankind.

4. #That Christ died for no person in particu-
lar, but that the atonement is indefinite.

4. “That the sacrifice of Christ is not a per-
fect and complete satisfaction to Divine Justice, and
tully adequate to our eternal redemption.

G. * That Jesus Christ did not purchase tempo-
ral benefits for believers.

7. “That Christ purchased any benefit for the

reprobate.”
#
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accompanied with information that every one who
accepts the offer shall be saved.

Deut. 29:29. The secret things belong unto the Lord our
God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us.
Mark, 16:15. Go ve into all the world, and preach the gospel
o every creature,  Acts 222, YXe men of Isracl, hear these
words; Jesus of Nazareth—23. Him ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have erucified and slain, 35, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins; 39, For the promiseis unto you and o your
children. 40, Bave yourselves from this untoward generation.
Mark 16:18. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.

4. Preaching the Gospel does not consist in
promising salvation to all who hear it, or in affirm-
g that Christ has redeemed each of them; but
in a free and full offer of a Saviour to every indi-
vidual, declaring that he who believeth shall be
saved, and he who believeth not shall be damned:
there 12 no inconsistency between the doctrine of
p;ﬁrticufar redemption and an unlimited (ospel
Oler.

John 10:5. I lay down my life for the sheep. 26. But ye
believe not, because ve are not of my sheep, 87. IT'l do not
the works of my Father, believe me not; 38, Hut if I do,
though you believe not me, believe the works, that ye may
know and belicve, that the Father is in me and I in him, Matt,
22:4. All things are ready, come unto the marrage. 12,
How camest thou in hither, not having a wedding-garment?
14, For many are called, but few are chosen. John 3:36.
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasiing life; and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see lile; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.  Rev, 14:4, These were redeemed from among
men, Mark 16:15. Preach the gospel to every creature,

5. Every assertion contained in the Gospel is
true independently of man’s works or faith, and
every promise of the Gospel shall be fulfilled, be-
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canse God is true: the fulfilliment of the promise
depends on Christ’s righteousness as the only con-
dition, and all the blessings promised shall be dis-
tributed precisely in the order and connection in
which the promises are made, to all for whom

Christ suffered, and upon whom he bestows saving
faith.

Ps, 83:4. For the word of the Lord is right; and all his
works arve done.in truth, Heb. 10:23, He is faithfil that pro-
mised. Chap 9:15. And for this cause he is the Mediator of
the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal inher-
tance, Joshua 21:45. There failed not aught of any good
thing which the Lord had zpoken unto the house of Israel: all
came to pass,

‘We therelore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1 # That the Gospel is a new and more eazy
Lﬂw, ‘which, accommodated to human depravity,
promises salvation, upon condition of faith and
repentance, as constituting the proper title to its
blessings.

2. % That eternal life is promised to any sin-
ner, without respect to faith in Jesus Christ.

3. “That the Gospel is not to be preached to
sinnerg, as such.

4. % That the Gospel offer consists in declaring
to sinners, that Christ has redeemed each of them
in particular.

3. * That the unlimited offer of the Gospel is
inconsistent with the doctrine of particular re-
demption.”



33

CHAPTER XIIL

Or Fegeneration.

1. Tue effectual application of the Holy Spirit
15 necessary to render any sinner a partaker of the
spiritual blessings purchased by Christ.

Rom. 8:2. The law of the Spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath
made me Iree from the law of sin and death, 8 Now il any
man have not the spirt of Christ, he is none of his, 1 Cor.
2:14, But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spi-

rit of God.

2. The Holy Spirit applies the benefits of re-
demption to all the Elect of God, renewing the soul
after the image of God, cnhqhmnmg the under-
standing, and dir ecting the affections of the heart
to God in Christ Jesus.

1 Cor. 2:10. But God hath revealed them unto us by hia
Spirit.  John 14:26, The Holy Ghost whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things {o your remembrance, Rom. 8:6, To be spiritually
minded iz life and peace

3. Regeneration 15 the infusion of a new prinei-
ple of life, by the Holy Ghost, on account of Christ’s
atonement, into an elect za::ml previously dead in
trespasses and in sins; in order to enable the sin-
ner to embrace the zospel ofler, and to become
united to Christ by faith.

Tit. 3:4, 7. But alier that the kindness and love of God our
Saviour toward man appenred, not by works of richteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved uvs,
Ly the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
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Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

4. The human soul, although in its nature an
active gpirit, 18 absolutely incapable of contributing
to itz own regeneration; but, in relation to this
change, 1s as passive as 1t was in ifs own crea-
L1011,

John 3:3. Except a man be born again he cannot enter into
- the kingdom of (God. Eph. 4:24. The new man, which after
{7od is created in righteousness and true holiness, Johno 5:8,
So is every one that is born of the Spirit. Eph. 2:5, Ewven
when we were dead in =ins hath quickened us, together with
Christ. 9. Not of works, lest any man should boast, 10,
For we are hizs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus,

5. No previous discipline, of any kind whatev-
er, can so prepare the sinful soul as to give unto
it any bias toward holiness; regeneration is super-
natural and instantaneous.

James 1:18. Of hiz own will Begat Tie ws. Prov. 16:1.
The preparations of the heart in man—are [rom the Lord.
John 1:13. Which were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

‘We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. “ That Regeneration is no more than the in-
fluence of a rational argument producing moral
Buasion.

2. # That Regeneration iz no more than bap-
tism by water rightly administered.

3. “That any preparatory work can predis-
pose the soul for Regeneration.
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4. “'That Regeneration is not a blessing of the
covenant of grace, purchaged by Christ.

5. * That %h{: zoul s active in its own Regene-
ration.

6. “ That the influence of the Holy Ghost
Regeneration is dependent upon the exercize of
man’s free will.”

CHAPTER XIIT.
@r Feith.

1. Gop hath purposed that union with Christ
in hr2 righteonsness should be establizshed through
Faith. The Redeemer hath provided by his death
for having the grace of Faith bestowed upon the
Elect, in order to untte them to him; and the Ho-
ly Spirit, accordingly, regenerates each of Christ’s
ransomed ones, enabling them to receive Jesus
Christ by Faith, as their public Head and only
Saviour.

tom. 3:25, Whom God hath set [orth to be a propitiation
thmu;_;h faith in his blood, 26. That he rrlfghl b jI_I:S:!'.I amd
the justifier of him which believeth. Phil. 1:29, Unio vou it
i3 given in the behal £ ol Christ—to believe on him,  Acts 13:458,
And as many as wera oprdained to eternal life believed, 2 o,
2:13. Having the same spirit of faith—we also believe.

2. Faith is the first and immediate act of the
regenerate soul, under the powerful influence of
the Holy Ghost, embracing Christ as offered by
God in the gospel to sinners.
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Eph. 2:5. When we were dead in sins, hath quickened us to-
gether with Christ. 8. For by grace ye are saved through faith.
1 Cor, 12:13. For by one spirit are we all baptized into one
body. (xal. 3:26. For ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesns, 1 John 3:23. And this iz his commandment,
that we should believe on the name of his SBon Jesus Christ.
Zech, 12:10, And I will pour upon the house of David—the
Spirit of grace—and they shall look upon me whom they have
-pierced, and mourn.

3. The infimte sufficiency of Christ to save,
the freeness of the gospel ofter, the unlimited ex-
tent of the invitation to come to him for salvation,
the authority of God commanding all to receive
him, and the infallible promise of salvation to as
many as do receive him, constitute the proper
oround of Faith.

Heb, 7:25, Wherelore he is able also to save them 1o the
uttermost, that come unto God by him. Is. 55:1, Come ye,
buy and eat—without money aud without price, 7. Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrightecus man his thoughs;
and let him return unto the Liord, nnfl he will have merey upon
him. Rev. 22:17. And whosoever will, let him take the wa-
ter of life freely. 1 John 3:23, This i.S hiz commandment,
that we should believe, Chap. 5:13. These things have I
written unto you that believe, that ve might know that ye have
eternal life.

4. The proposition to which God commands the
sinner’s assent is true, independently of man’s be-
hef. Itisnot thathe shall have eternal life in Christ;
but that Christ and salvation are freely offered to
him. True faith, however, although 1t imphes
necessarily an assent to this proposition, chiefly
consists in embracing the gospel offer, and thus
appropriating the zalvation which it contains.
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John 8:26, He that sent me is true; and I speak fo the
world those things which [ have heard of him, 46. And if I
say the troth, why do ye not believe me!  Chap, 6:64. But
there are some of you that believe not.  For Jesus konew from
the beginning who they were that believed not, Chap. 7:47,
A8, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him
come unto me and drink, He that believeth on me, as the
_ Seripture hath said, ont of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water, Chap. 6:60. And we believe and are sure that thou
art that Christ the Bon of the living God, Rom. 10:10. With
the heart man helieveth unto righteousness. John 6:53. Veri-
Iy, verily, I say unto you, except ve eat the flesh of the Son
el man and drink his blood, ve have no life in you.

3. Every true believer shall most certainly be
saved, -but an assurance that he i3 in a state of
grace, and shall be saved, is not inseparably
connected with true Faith in every believer’s heart;
nevertheless every Christian may, in the proper
use of means, attain to it, and it iz hig duty to
zive all diligence to make his calling and election
sure.

Rom, 5:1. There 15, therelore, now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus. Ps. T6:6—10. I commune
with mine own heart. Will the Lord east off for cver? Doth
his promise fail for evermore? Hath he in anger shut up his
tender mercies? And I said, This is my infirmity. 2 Pet, 1:
10. Wherefore, the rather, brethren, give dilizence to make
vour calling and election sure.

6. It iz dangerous for sinners to persuade them-
selves that they are interested savingly in the pro-
mises of the gmspef, without solid ground for their
assurance. No man may conclude that he is in a
gracious state and shall be gaved, without a know-
ledge of the marks of grace described in the
Scriptures, a consciousness that he possesses
these marks, and an application of the appropriate

0
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promises in which God declares that such persons
shall be saved.

Jas, 2:20, But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith with-
out works iz dead? 2 Cor. 13:5, Examine yourselves whether
ye be in the faith, prove your own selves: Know ve not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ isin you, except ye be repro-
bates? 1 John 4:13. Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, because he hath given us of hiz Spirit.  Hom,
8 : 38, 39, For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other ereature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord,

7. The want of this assurance evidences a erimi-
nal neglect of self-examination and deficiency in
spirituality, but is not unbelief, unless it arises from
doubting God’s promise of perseverance in grace:
unbelief consists in rejecting the testimony and of-
fer of God, not in doubting of the exercise of a
man’s own h&mt the testimony of God 12 infallible,
hut the testimony of the soul respecting its own
state 12 olten doubtful and false.

2 Cor. 18:5. Know ye not yoor own selves, how that Jesus
Christ isin you? 2 Pet. 1:8,9,10, Forifthese things be in you,and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither ilm barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But he that
lacleth these things is blind, and hath forgotten that he was purg-
ed from his old sins. Wherefore, the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure.  Is. 50:10.
Whois among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice
of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light?
Let him trustin the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.
Rom. 4:20,21, He stagpered not at the promise of God through
unbelici—being fally persuaded that what he had promised he
was able also to perform. Psalm 88:14. Lord, why castest thou
off my soul! Why hidest thou thy face from me?! 15, While
I sufier thy terrors I am distracted. 16, Thy fierce wrath go-
eth over me. Psalm 73:18, Verly I have cleansed my heart

=
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in vain, and washed my hands in innocency., 22, So foolish
was I and ignorant. 23, Nevertheless, I am continually with
thee. 256, Whom have I in heaven but thee! and there 1s none
upon earth that I desire besides thee.

8. The strength of Faith is ascertained by its
fruits—the love, the zeal, the holiness, the faithful-
ness it produces; and not by the confidence which
a man may have of*his being in a saﬁ} state. We
often perceive those who are truly pious and faith-
ful, possessed with doubts and Fgﬂl‘ﬁ respecting
thmns&lves, while the careless, the presumptive,
and the enthusiastic, appear full of assurance that
they are the favorites of heaven.

Matt. 41:22, And behold a woman of Canaan—eried un-
to him, sayving, Have mercy on me, O Lord thou Son of Da-
vid: 23, And he answered her not. 25. Then ecame she
and worshipped him, saving, Lord, help me. 26, But he an-
swered and said, It iz not meet to take the children’s bread and
cast it to dogs. 27. And she zaid, Truth, Lord: Yet the dogs
eat of the erumbs which fall from their master’s table, 28,
Then answered Jesus and said unto her, O woman, great is thy
faith, Is. 80:11. Behold all ye that kindle a fire, that compasa
vourselves about with sparks; walk in the light of your fire,
and in the sparks that ye have kindled: this shall ye have of
rmine hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow, Matt, 7122, Many
will say fo me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? 23, And then will T profess unto them, I never
knew wou. James 2:18. Show me thy faith without thy
works, and I will show thee my faith by my works. Heb.
%14, Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh
and bload, he also himsell ikewise took part of the same—15.
And deliver them who through fear of death were all their
life-time subject to bondage.

We therefore condemn the following errors and
testify against all who maintain them.

1. # That an unregenerate man car believe to
the saving of his soul.
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2. % That any unbeliever ghall be saved.

3. % That Faith is no more than a rational con-
viction of the authenticity of the Sacred Serip-
tures.

4. % That Faith is no more than the assent of the
human mind to the truth of the speculative doc-
trines of the Seriptures.

3. * That IFaith consists.in a man’s persuading
himself that he has been elected to everlasting life.

6. “ That Faith consists in a man’s persuading
himgell that he has been redeemed by the death of
Clll’iht

7. % That the appropriation of Christ, as he 1s
offered in the gospel, is not essential to faith.

8. “That a full assurance of salvation is insep-
arably connected with saving faith, so that a be-
iner cannot be without it.

“That fear respecting the piety of a man’s
nwn hea,rt 15 the sin of unbeltef, or the same with re-
jecting the testimony of God concerning his Son.”

CHAPTER XIV.
Or Justification.

1. Gop did from eternity decree to justily the

Elect in Christ; and Christ did in tllf:: fullness of
time, die for theu* sing, and rise again for their
justification; nevertheless, they are not justified
until they are united to Christ by faith.

Rom, 8, 30. Moreover, whom he did predestipate, them he
also called; and whom he called, them h-l} also justified. {Jhup.
4:25. Who was delivered for our offences, and raised again for
our justification. Chap. 3:26, That he might be just and the
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justifier of him which believeth in Jesus, 28, Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith.

2. Every one of God’s Elect is, in the time ap-
pointed in the council of peace, apprehended of
Christ by his Spirit, as one of his redeemed child-
ren; 1s regenerated, and thereby enabled to em-
brace the Saviour; and thus through faith becomes
one with Christ in the covenant of grace, and ae-
knowledging Jesus as his head and representative,
is justified from all his sinz.

John 6:37. All that the Father giveth me shall come unto
me; and him that cometh to me, I will in nowize cast out,
Phil. 3:9. The righteousness which is of God by [aith. 12.
T'hat for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus, John
1:12, Them that believe in his name. 13, Which were born,
not of blood; nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but'of God. Eph, 2:5. Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ. B. By grace ve are sav-

ed, through faith.

3. Justification does not make a person virtu-
oug, any more tharl condemnation makes a person
criminal; it is o legal sentence, declaring the sin-
ner acquitted from the guilt of =in, although the
sinner, personally considered, is ungodly; yet being
united to Christ, he has a perfect righteousness im-
puted to him, and thus, by an act of God’s free
grace, all his sins are pardoned, and he i3 receiv-
¢d, as righteous in Christ the head, to the full fa-
vor of God.

Rom. 8:38. Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect. It is God that justifieth. Chap. 4:5. DBelieveth on him
that justifieth the ungodly. Chap, 3:22. The righteousness
of God which 1= by faith' of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon
all that believe. Chap. 4:6. Even as David also describeth
the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth righte-

5‘:‘!—'
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opusness without works, ¥, saying, Blessed are they whose ini-
quities are forgiven and whose sins are covered.

4. No sinner can be justified in the sight of God
on account of any merit m his faith or in his works;.
hut the believer having Christ’s perfect righteous-
ness imputed to him, 1s perfectly justified at once;.
this sentence declaring him righteous in the surety,.
can never be reversed, all his future transactions
notwithstanding. '

Rom. 4:4. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reck-
oned of grace but of debt. 5. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. 6, Unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, B, Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin. Chap. 5:8. While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. 9. Much more then being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved. Chap. 8:1. There is
therefore row no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,

3. The Redeemer has purchased a perféct right
to the justification of every individual for whom he
hecame surety; possessing this fight, he unites the
sinner to himself’ through. faith, in order to have
him justified; the elect sinner embracing the Sa-.
viour by faith, has, then, and not till then, in his
own possession a full and perfect title to the par-
don of all his sins, to be received inte the favor
of God, to be delivered from the law as a cove-
nant of works, and to be szanctified and glorified..

Rom. 4:23. Who was delivered for our offences, and raised
again for our jnstification. Phil. 1:20. For unto you it is giv-
en in the behall of Christ—to believe in him, Heb, 12:2,
Looking unto Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith.
Rom. 4:24. But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed if we
believe. John 3:18. But he that believeth not is condemned
already, 36. The wrath of God abideth on him,
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6. The union of a believer with Christ is not
merely an agreement with the principles of religion
and a love to the Saviour, which may be termed
a union of senfimeni and affection, but consists
principally in the oneness of a person with his re-
presentative: it 1s upon the principle of this repre-
sentative oneness, that the believer is in law per-
tectly entitled to salvation.

1 Cor. 12:27. Now ye are the body of Christ and members
in particular, Gal. 3:28. For ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Chap, 2:20, T am erucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me. Rom. 5:38. Therefore as by
the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion; even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came
upon all men unto justification of life. 2 Cor. 5:21, For he
hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we
might be made the rightecusness of God in him.

7. Those who are justified may sometimes suf-
fer from doubts and fears, because their sanctifi-
cation is not in this life complete; but they cannot
fall into condemnation; it would be an act of dis-
tributive injustice in God to condemn a justified
person te- eternal misery; and yet, the grace of
God reigng, through righteousness, in our justifi-
cation, inasmuch as he established the covenant of
grace, accepted a substitute for our sins, provided
hxa own beloved Son as that substitute, and be-
stowed upon us the grace of faith in Christ for jus-
tification.

Psalm. 43:5. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And
why art thou disquieted within me? John 5:24. He that hear-
ath my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlast-.
ing life, and shall not come info condemnation, Rom. B:34.
Who is he that condemneth? [t is Christ that died. Chap.
3:24, Being justified [reely by hie grace through the redemp-:
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tion that 1s in Christ Jesus: 25. Whom God hath sent forth tor
be a propitiation through faith in his Mood, to declare his right-
eousness through the remission of sinz: 26. That he might be
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and

testlfy %dlﬂ;ﬁt all who maintain them:
hat any of Adam’s race 13 justified from
Etﬁmlt_',f.

2. % That men are justified before God, either
in whole or in part, on account of righteousness
wrought in them, or works done by them.

3. #That a man may be justified while an un-
heliever

4. % That faith itself iz the ground of our justi-
'flﬂﬂ.tlﬂﬂ. At
“ That there iz any inconsistency between
the dﬂﬂtrine of justification by imputed righteous-
ness and divine grace.

6. ¢ That Justification i3 incomplete in the pre-
zent life.

“That 1t would be no act of distributive in-
justice to punish believers eternally, Christ’s atone-
ment and their own faith notwithstanding.

CHAPTER XV.
or Jddoplion.

1. At those that are justified, God is gracious-
Iy pleased, in and through his only Son Jesus

‘hriet, to take into his family, and l}]ess with the
adﬂptann of sons; by which thn;,r are admitted tn
an intimacy with God, have his name put u
them, and receive the spirit of adoption. T e;,r |
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have a special interest in God as a gracious Fa-
ther, and enjoy liberty of access to the throne of
orace with boldness. They are sealed to the day
of redemption, and made partakers of the various
privileges of (zod’s children here, and their inhe-
ritance hereafter.

1 John 3:1. Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God!
therefore the world knoweth us not, becanse it knew him not.
CGal, 4 : 4, 5, 6, Bat when the fullness of the time was eome,
(zod sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons,  And because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spiril of his Son into your hearts, erying,
Abba, Father, Rev, 3:12, And T will write upoh him my
new nama. 2 Cor. 6:18, And will be a Father unto you, and
ve-zhall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Eph. 1:13, 14, In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard
the word of truth, the gospel of yout salvation: in whom also,
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Sprit of
]'"Jl.‘r:uixiir-_ie, which 15 tho earnest of our inpheritance antil the re-
demption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory.

2. All the Elect, and they only, are, m their re-
spective fimes of love, adopted into the family of
(God. Theadoption of saints under the Old Testa-
ment dispensation, was as perfect as that under
the New. They were, however, treated as chald-
ren under age. B5till they were children. Under
the New Testament, their service iz more spi -
ritual and reazonable. God bestows his Spirit
more abundantly—gives more knowledge of, and
mtimacy with himselF—admits equal access from
every part of the world—allows greater boldness
in approaching him, and calls to more direct and
immediate views of the spiritual inheritance.
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Eph. 1:5. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good plea-
sure of his will. Is. 84:8. But now, O Lord, thou art our
Father, Gal, 4:1—3, Now I say, That the heir, as long as
he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be
Lord of all; but is under tuters and governors until the time
appointed of the father., Lwven zo we, when we were children,
were in bondage under the elements of the world, Heb, 7:19
Ior the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a bet-
ter hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. Rom,
12:1. | beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
Gad, that ye present your bodies a living saerifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reazonable service. Psalm
T2:17. Men shall be bleszed in him: all nations shall eall him
blessed, 2 Cor, 3:15. But we all, with open face beholding
as 1n a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord,

3. Justification and Adoption, although insepa-
rably connected, are nevertheless distinet from
one another. They are both acts of God’s free
crace—they are both performed at once, and
never repeated—they both spring from the mere
good pleasure of God,—and they both give a right
to all the privileges of the sons of God.  Believers
only are the subjects of both, and the instrumen-
tal cause in both is faith. In the economy of sal-
vation, while they both are the act of the IFather,
Son, and Holy Ghost, yet are they more immedi-
ately the act of God the Father.

Rev, 2:17. To him that overcometh will [ give to eat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
gtone a new name writlen, which no man knoweth, *‘-:ming he
that receiveth it. Tit. 3:7. That being justified by his grace,
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life,
Eph. 1:5. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of child.
ren by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleazure
of his will. Jer. 3:19. And | said, Thou shalt eall me, My
futher; and shalt not tuxn away from me, Gal, 2:26, For ye
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are all the children'of God by fuith in Christ Jesus. Zech,
13:9, I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, The
Lord is my God.

4. Justification, hu“everj has respect to those
who were gmilj’, and in a state of condemnation,
but whoze sins are now pardoned, and their persons
accounted righteous. Adoption respects those
who were in a state of alienation—strangers fo
God and to the household of faith—of the family
of Satan, and heirs of hell: but who, by this gra-
cious act are brought near unto God—advanced to
the high honor of being made the children of God,
the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty—
have a right to the protection of his pmvidence—
the support of his bounty '
ograce—the enjoyment of his fellﬂwshlp, and a
rlgllt to God himsell. They are placed in his
" family, and are made heirs of all the promises,
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, of all the bless-
ings of his purchased redemption. The right
conferred in Justification, is a right of purchase,
sustainable in law; but that conferred in Adoption,
is a right of actual inheritance.

Eph. 2:3. And were by nature the children of wrath, even
as others. 1 Cor. 6:11. And such were some of you: but ve
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ve are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Eph,
2:12,13. That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the co-
venants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the
world: But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who sometime were far
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Rom. B:17, And
if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified together, Gal, 4:7, Wherefore thou art no more a
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servant, but a son; and ifa son, then an heir of God through
Christ. Ps. 18 : 5, 6. The Lord is the portion of mine inheri-
tance and of my cop: thou maintainest my lot. The lines are
fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a poodly heri-

tage,

We therefore eondemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. “'That men are not, by nature, estranged
from God, and of the family of Satan.

2. % That visible membership constitutes the
adoption of sons.

3. That Adoption iz merited by the creature,
and not an act of God’s free grace.

4. * That ever the sonship, conferred in Adop-
tion, will or can be annulled by God.” |

CHAPTER XVI.

Or Repentance.

1. Berievers, although in justification they are
delivered from the precept and penalty of the law
as a covenant of works, are still indispenszably
bound to yield a perfect obedience to all God’s
commandments, as the rule of life and standard of
holiness.

Rom. 6:14. For ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Chap. 7:6. But now we are delivered from the law, that being
dead wherein we were held, that we should serve in newness
of spirit, Chap. 3:31. Do we then make void the law through
faith! God forbid, Yea, we establish the law.
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2. Christians are not entirely free from innate
corrnption, while they remain in this world;
but do daily break the commandments of God in
thought, word, and deed.

Pzalm 51:3. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my
gin iz ever before me, 119:96, 1 have seen an end of all per-
fection: bot thy command is exceeding broad, Rom,7:23, But
I see another law in my members, warring against the law of
my mind, and bringing me into captivity fo the law of sin
which iz in my members. '

3. Divine grace influences all, who are regene-
rated and justified in Christ, to hate sin, to love the
law of God, to strive against indwelling corrup-
tion, and, preszing, after perfect holiness of heart
and of life, to repent of all their transgressions.

Rom. 8:2. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath. made me fres from the law of sin and death. Chap. 7:22.
For delight in the law of God after the inward man, 24, Oh,
wretched man that T am! who shall deliver me from the body
of this death! 25, Ithank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord:
Sa then with the mind I myself serve the law of (zod.

4. Repentance is a saving grace wrought by
the Holy Spirit in all believers. They are enabled to
understand and lament the depravity of their own
hearts—they mourn on account of their weakness
and sinflulness—they love God, and esteem it hap-
piness to live righteously and godly. The exercise
of the grace of repentance chiefly consists in turn-
ing from sin unto God through Jesus Christ, with
that Joathing of sin and thirsiing for holiness,
which God by his grace produces in the souls of

the saints.
i
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Acts 11:18, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life, Jer, 31:19, Surely alter that I was turn-
ed I repented, and after that I was instructed [ smote upon my
thigh, Ezek, 36:31, Then shall ye remember yoor own evil
ways, and your deings that were not good, and shall loath
yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and for your
abominations, 2 Cor, 7:11. For behold this self same thing,
that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of’ yourselves, yea, what
fear, vea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal. Jer. 31:18,
Turn thou me and 1 shall be turned, for thou art the Lord my
Grod.

5. Unconverted sinners may, and often do, exer-
cize a natural Repentance. Considering sin in gen-
eral as the cause of misery, and particular crimes
as procuring dizhonor, or. pain, or loss, they are
sorry for sin, as it iz an obstacle to the happiness
which they desire; but they have no hatred of it
as the opposite of holiness, or as dishonoring to
God.

Matt. 27:8. Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he
saw that he was condemned, repented himself. 2 Cor. 7:10.
For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented oft but the sorrow of the world worketh death,

G. Evangclhical Repentance implies union with
Christ and true faith, but is not the ground of par-
don, although the exercizse of it precedes the joy
which intimations of a gracious pardon communi-
cate to the soul.

Zech. 12:10. And they shall look wpon me whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn,  Eph. 1:7, In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. Rom.
3:28, Therefore we conclude that & man is justified by faith.
Luke 10:3. Except ve repent ye shall all likewise perish.
Actz 3:19. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
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come {rom the presence of the Lord.  Psalm 51:1. Have mer-
ey upon me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness., 8
Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou
hast broken may rejoice, 132, Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. «That a believer iz under no law ag the rule
of life.

2. “ That a saint is so perfect in this life as to
have no sin of which he should repent.

3. * That Repentance 1s the ground of pardon.

4. % That an impenitent man should believe that
his gins are pardoned.

5. #That an unbeliever can exercise evangeli-
cal Repentance.

6. That a true believer can be destitute of the
orace of Repentance.”

CHAPTER XVII.

@ Sanciification.

1. Tue dignity as well as the happiness of man,
consists in the equable improvement and perfec-
tion of all his powers and faculties, and in contem-
plating, loving, serving, and enjoying his God.

Rev, 3:17. Thou sayest, [ am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and mizerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, 18,
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thon mavest be cloth-
ed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear. 1
Cor. 13:10. But when that which is perfect is come, then that
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which is in part shall be done away. Phil. 3:8. And I count
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord. 12, Not as though I had already attained,
either were already perfect. 14. 1 press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

2. The Holy Spirit, according to the promise
of the Father, is commissioned by Jesus Christ,
the administrator of the Covenant of Grace, to
sanctify justified sinners, and to prepare them for
heaven. ;

Luke 24:49. Behold, I send the promise of my Father vpon
vou., John 14:26. Dut the Comforter, which is the IHoly
Gzhost, whom the Father shall send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, Chap, 15:26. But when the Comforter is como
whom I will send unto you from the Father. Chap. 16:13.
Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, iz come, he will goide
you intoall truth.  Col. 1:12, Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to become partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light,

3. Sanctification i1s a work of God’s grace, in
which the Elect are, through the agency of the
Holy Ghost, applying the spiritual benefits of
Christ’s purﬂh‘lsﬂ, renewed in the whole man after
the image of Ged; and having '1H saving graces
put into their hearts._. these graces are exercised
and strengthened, so that sanctified persons do
more and more die unto sin and live unto right-
COUENCES. -

1 Pet. 1:2, Elect according tothe foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit. John 16:15. All
things that the Father hath are mine; therefore said I, that he
shall take of mine, and shall show it unte you. Col. 3:10,
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge,
after the image of him that created him. John 1:16, And of
his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. Is.
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40:31. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength, Gl 2:19,20, For I through the law am dead to
the law, that [ might live unto God. 1 am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which [ now live in the flesh [ live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me, 2 Cor. 4:16.
For which cause we faint not, but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

4. The moral law is the declaration of God’s
will to man, binding him to perpetual and perfect
conformity thereunto, both in disposition and be-
havior. Although no man, since the fall, can at-
tain to justification or life by the law, 1t 1= of use
to all men, to inform them of the holiness of God,
of their own duty, of the perfection of Christ’s obe-
dience in the room of ginners; and it is the stand-
ard of Sanctification. g

James 4:12. There is one Lawgiver who is able to save and
to destroy,  Pa 19:7. The law of the Lord is perfect.  Heb,
4:12, For the word of God is quick and powerful, and sharp-
er than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the jeints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Gal.
4:21. For if there had been a law given which could have giv-
en life, verlly righteousness should have been by the law.
Rom. 8:3, For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flash,  Chap. 7:10. And the commandm®nt which
was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 12. Where-
fore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and
eood. 1 7Tim. 1:8. But we know that the law is good if a man
use it lawfully. 1 John 5:3. For this is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments, and his commandments are not
erievous. Rom. 7:7. Isthe law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had
not known sin but by the law, 22, For I delight in the law of
Grod after the inward man.

5. Man, before the fall, was upright in his dis-
position, and able to keep the commandments; but
ﬁ ﬂ

¥
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1o 1 nerate sinner can do any thing wluch 1s
spiritually good, or acceptable to God. Neverthe-
less, all men are under obligation to yield obedi-
ence to the divine law in all its precepts and in its
full extent; neither does the total depravity of the
smner, nor the complete justification of the believ-
er, in any degree diminish that obligation.

Eecleg, 7:29. God hath made man wpright. Gen. 1:27.
20 Grod created man in his own image, Rom. 8:7,8, Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.’ So then, they
that are in the flesh cannot please Ged. Gal, 3:10. For as
many as are of the works of the law, are under the curse, for
it is written, Cursed i every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law to do them.
Rom. 8:31, Do we then make void the law through faith?
God-forbid: Yea, we establish the law. 1 Cor. $:21. DBeing
not without law to God, but undér the law to Christ. Lceles.
13:13, Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
(7od, and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty
of man,

6. Good works are performed from a prineiple
of faith and love, and are agreeable to the divine
law; they are aceeptable to God and useful to
man; but they have no merit, neither do they pro-
cure pardon. or eternal life. They are necessary in
the Christian character to manifest the truth of
arace in the soul, to strengthen assurance, to edify
fellow Christians, adorn our profession, silence ad-
versaries, and to glorily God who hath created us
in Christ Jesus unto good works.

2 Cor. 9:8, And God-is able to make all grace abound to-
ward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things,
may shound to every good work, Gal, 5:6, Faith which
worketh by love. Rom. 14:18. For he that in these things
eotveth Christ, is acceptable to God and approved of men.
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Luke 17:10, When ve shall have done all those things which:
are commanded you, say, we arc unprofitable servants: -we
have done that which was our duty to do. Rom. 3:27. Where
is bonsting then? Tt is excluded. Eph, 2:9, Not of works,
lest any man should boast, James 2:20. Faith without works
is dead. 2 Pet. 1:10. Give diligence to make your calling
and election sure; for if’ ye do thess things, ve shall never fall.
Matt, 5:16, Let your light so shine before men that they may
see vour good: works, and glorify your Father which 1s in heas
ven. ‘Tit. 2:10. That they may adorn the doctrine of God our
E&wi}r:ur iz all things, 14. A peculier people, zealous of good
warks,

7. Sanctification i3 inseparably conmected with
Justification; but is distinct from 1. By Justifica~
tion the sinner is acquitted frons condemnation; by
manctification he iz rendered holy and prepared for
the happiness of heaven. Justification is complete
at once and equal in all believers; Sanctification 13
neither equal iy &ll, nor f:r&rfect in any, while in
this life. Nevertheless, all who are justiﬁﬁd shall
be completely sanctified. At death, the soul, sepa-
" rvated from the body, is made perfect in holiness.

2 Cor. 5:17. Therefore if any man be in Christ, be is a new
creature, Rom, 8:1, There is thercfore now no condemnation
to thern which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit. 2 Thess. 2:13. God hath from the begin-
ning chosen you to salvation through sanetification of the "i’plv
rit. Job. 1:5. Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there
13 none like him on the earlh! Rom, 7:19, For the good that
Ewould, T do not; but the evil which I would not, that I do,
21. When I would do good, evil is present with me.  Phil.
1:6i. Being confident of thiz very thing, that he which hath be-
aun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of Je-
sus Christ. Heb, 12:28. The spirits of just men made per-
fect. «Eph. 5:27. A glorious chureh, not having spot, or wrin.
kle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish,
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We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. % That Sanctification 1s not neceszary to the
happiness of man.

2. % That Sanctification is not a supernatural
work of God’s Holy Spirit.

3. “That any man can will or effect hiz own
=anctification without divine grace.

4. % That Christians by their good works may
merit or procure the favor of God.

D & TLEI the works of an unregenerate man
can be acceptable to God.

6. “That believers are not under oblizations to
love and chey the law of God as the rule of duty.

7. % That good works are unnecessary.

8. % That the law of God is not the criterion
of Sanctification.
5 9. “ That any man on earth is completely sanec-

ed.

10. * That any justified person shall eventually

fall of heing made perfectly holy and happy.”

CHAPTER XVIII.
O FPPerseverance in &Girace.

1. Some who make a profeszion of religion may
afterwards fall into carelessness, contempt, and
even hatred of all religion, and so eternally perish.

1 John 2:19. They went out from us, but they were not of
us, Heb. 10:38. But if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him, 29, But we are not of them whe
draw back unto perdition. Mait. 12:45, And the last state
of that man is worse than the first,
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2. True Christians may, through the influence
of temptation, prevalency of corruption, and the
neglect of the means of grace, be left in God’s holy
providence to fall into grievoug sing, and so incur
the displeasure of God, be deprived of some measure
of their graces and Gﬂmfﬂrf;}, scandalize the church,
and bring temporal judgments upon themselves.

Matt, 26:72, And again he denied with an oath, I do not
know the man. Micah 7:9. [ will bear the indignation of the
Lord, because [ have sinned against him. Rom, 7:19, But
the mll which I would not, that I do, Ps. 51:8, Make me to
hear joy and gladness, that the bones which thou hast broken
may rejoice. 2 Sam. 12:14. By this deed thou hast given
Et‘E"LL oceasion to theenemiez ol the Lordto blaspheme, Ps, B0:37,

Then will T visit their transeressions with the rod, and their
iniquity with stripes.

3. All those who have faith in Christ shall be pre-
gerved by God in a state of grace. None who haye
ever received the special grace of God can ever
lose 1t totally, or finally perish.

1 John 2:19. For if they had been of us, they would no
doubt have continued with us, Heb. 10:38, The just shall
live by faith., 89, That believe to the saving of the soul.
Phil. 1.5. Being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath berun a good work in you, will perform it until the day
of Christ,

4. The Perseverance of the saints is not secured
by their own industry, vigilance, and strength; but
by the unchangeableness of God’s purpose and
love, the p:arfer:tmn of Christ’s redemption, and the
prevalency of his intercession, the constant efficacy
of the Holy Ghost’s influence upon the soul, and
the stability of the Covenant of Grace.
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1 Pet. 1:5. Who are kept by the power of God, through
faith unto salvation. Ps, 73:22. 8o foolish was I and igno-
rant; | was as a beast before thee, 26, My flesh and my heart
faileth: but God iz the strength of my heart and my portion for
ever. 2 Tim, 2:19, Nevertheless, the [oundation of Gad
standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that
are his. Jer. 31:3. Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting
love. Heb.10:14. By oneoflering he hath perfected forever them
that are sanctified. Chap. 7:25. Wherefore he iz able to save
them to the uttermost, that come unto God by him, sceing he
ever liveth to malke intercession for them. John 14:16. And
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comfort-
er, that he may abide with you for ever, Jer. 32:40. And I
will make an everlasting covenant with themn—that they shall
not depart from me. 2 Sam. 23:5. He hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure. Rom.
8:38,39. For | am persuaded, that peither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nov things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any “other cren-
tura, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which
iz in Christ Jesus our Lord.

5. The doctrine of Perseverance excitez the
saintsto the study of universal obedience. Persuad-
ed'that their labor shall not be in vain, believers
become steadfast, immoveable, always abounding
" in the work of the Lord. The love of Christ
constraineth them; and the faith of its being
unchangeable strengthens its influence.

1 Pet. 2:0. But ye are a chosen generafion, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peeuliar people, that ye shenld show
forth the praizes of him who hath called you, 1 Cor, 15:58.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be yve stendlst, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor iz not in vain in the Lord: Lph. 3:17,
18, That ye being rooted and grounded in love, may le able
to comprehend with all saints, what is the breadeh,
and length, and depth, and height—I1%., and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that yve might he
filled with all the fullness of God.
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We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. «'That a person can, after conversion, be at
any time totally destitute of grace or piety.

2. % That a saint can fall away [rom grace, and
- finally perish.

3. « That if the saints do persevere it 13 on ac-
count of their own resolution and strength.

4. # That the doctrine of Perseverance is un-
friendly to holiness.”

CHAPTER XIX.
& the Siafe of JHen after Deall.

1. Tuere is a time appointed for every man to
leave this world. The immortal soul, leaving the
body dead upon the earth, retains his conscious-
nesg, and shall immediately be rewarded according
to his works. The spirits of the just made perfect
are received into Heaven, and the souls of the
wicked are cast into hell.

Job 7:1. Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth?
Eecles. 8:8. There is no man that hath power over the spirit to
retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death. Chap.
12:7. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the
apiritshall return unto God who gaveit. Gen. 2:7. And the Lord
(rod formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.
Matt. 10:28. And fear not them which Eill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul. 2 Cor. 5:10. For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may re.
ceive the things done in his body, aceording to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad. Luke 23:43. And Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me
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in Paradise. ITeb. 12:23. And to the spirits of just men made
perfect, 2 Cor, 5:6, Knowing that whilst we are at home in
the body, we are absent from the Lord. 8. And willing rath-
er to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
Phil. 1:28, Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ;
which is far better. Matt. 10:28. Fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell, Luoke 16:23. And in hell
he lift wp his eves, being in torments, Acts 1:21. Judas by
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.

2. When all the generations of men shall have
finished their appointed time on earth, there shall
be a resurrection of all the dead, and the same,
bodies which were buried being re-united to their
respective spirits, these and all who shall then be
alive on the earth, must appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ.

Aots. 24:15. There shall be a resurrection. of the dead,
beth of the jost and unjust,. 1 Cor, 15:42. So also is the re.
surrection of the dead; it is sown in corruption, it iz raised in
incorruption.  John 5:28,29, Marvel not at this: for the hour
18 coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the re-
surrection of damnation, 1 Thes. 4:17. Then we which are
alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 1 Cor. 15:51. I show you
a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.
52, In a moment, 1n the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump,
{for the trampet shall sound,) and the dead shall be raised in-
corruptible, and we shall be changed. 2 Cor. 5:10, For we
must all appear before the judzment seat of Christ.

3. God-man, the Mediator, shall sit in judg-
ment upon all mankind, and shall publicly pro-
nounce sentence, determining their final state
according to their several characters.
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Acts 17:31. Becanse he hath appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he
hath ordained. John 5:22, For the Father judzeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son. 27, And hath
oiven him authority to execute judgment also, bﬂmuse he is
the Son of man. Matt. 25:34. Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Iather, inhe-
rit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.  41. Then shall he say alsounto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ve eursed, inte everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels,

4. Therighteous shallbe declared joint-heirs with
Christ in happiness and glory, on account of the
merit of the Eedpunrr, in whom they all trusted.
The pions thoughts, words and actions of believ-
ers, while they were on the earth, shall then be sus-
tained as the evidence of their union with Christ,
and of their gracious state: they shall accordingly
be rlorified.

1 John 4:2, Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it
doth not yet appear w]lat we shall be: but we know that when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall sce him as
ho is. Rom. 8:17. Andif chiloren, then heirs; heivs of Geod,
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ—that we may be zlso glorl-
fied together, 1 Pet. 1:5. Who are lept by the power of
l.'-}r;r], !'hml:gh faith unto salvation. 9. Deceivinp: » the end of
vour faith, even the salvation of yoor souls. '.'_':-‘. Seeing. ye
have purified your souls in obeving the trath through the Spi-
rit.  DMatt. 25: 23, Well done good and faithiul servant;
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things; enter thou into the jov of thy Lord,

5. God’s Eleet, being publicly recognized n
Christ, shall all as one 1n him, their divine Head,
join in the sentence pronounced by the Mediator
upon all the wicked. Punishment shall be appor-
tioned to the character of the ungodly by the omnis-
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cient and just Judge; and their thoughts, words,
and deeds, while they were on earth, shall be cer-
tain evidence of their total depravity and gult.

John 17:22, And the glory which thou hast given me, I
have given them; that they may be one even as we are one.
1 Cor, 6:2, Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? 8. We shall judge angels, Rew, 20:12, And [ saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God: and the books
were opened; and another book was opened which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books according to their works, 13, And
they were judged every man according to their works, 15,
. And whosoever was not found written 1n the book of life, was
cast into the lake of fire.

6. The wicked shall be banished, together with
the fallen angels, into the regions of never-ending
misery: and the righteous shall accompany Christ
in triumph into endless happiness and glory.

Matt. 25:41. Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepar-
ed for the devil and his angels. 46. And these shall go away
into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life elernal,
Psalm 73:24. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afler-
ward receive me to glory.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. % That the soul continues in a state of inac-
tivity from death until the resurrection.

2. % That there is some other state, besides the
states of misery and happiness, into which sepa-
rate spirits may enter.

; 3& “ That there shall be no resurrection of the
ead.
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4., % That there shall be no resurrection of the
wicked, but of the saints only.
5. % That it is not the same body which died
that shall arise.
. “That the punishment of the wicked shall
m'cr come to an end.
“ That the Mediator is not the Judge who
s]mli SET.T.]L- the unchangeable state of angels and
men.”

CHAPTER XX.

Or Christ’s Headship.

1. Tur Mediator, having voluntarily humbled
himeself in human nature, for our redemption, is
.appointed to the highest power and glory, and in
his exalted state he rules in and over all his child-
ren, as their living Head and Lawgiver; and gov-
erns all ereatures and all their actions for his own
olory and our salvation, as Head over all things
to the church, which iz his body.

Phil. 2:8,9, And being found in fashion as a man, he hum-
bled himzelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. 'Wherefore God, also, hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name, DFph. 1:20.
When he raised him from the dead, and sethim at hiz own
right hand in the heavenly places. 21. Par above all prinei-
pality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that iz named, not only in this world, but also in that which
15 to eome. 22, And hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to the chuarch. Heb.
2:8. Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet.
For-in that he put all in subjection under him, he lelt nothing
that is not put under him,
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2. God-man laid the foundatien of the church’s
existence and salvation in his own infinite right-
eousness. He quickens church-members by his.di-
vine Spirit; he lives in them and they in him as
their life and strength; and he alone has a right to
appount ordinances and officers, and to establish
laws, as the King and Head of his church.

Jer, 23:53, In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall
dwell salely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called,
The Lord our Righteousness, 1 Cor, 3:11. For other founda-
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
dohn 6:63, It 1z the Spirit that quickeneth. Chap. 17:26,
And T have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it,
that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them, Iz 9:6,7. For unto uz a child is born, unto
us a Son is given: and the government zhall be upon his shoul-
der—upon the throne of David, and uwpon his kingdom, to or.
der it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever.

3. Submission is due to the mediatory authority,
from all the inteligent creatures of God. Men,
not only as gaints and ehurch-members, but also in
every possible relation and condition, are under
obligation to subserve his gracious purposes ac-
cording to his law. The boly angels minister un-
der his directions to the heirs of salvation.

Phil. 2:10. That at the name of Jesus, every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things un-
der the earth. Psalm 2:10. Be wise, now, themf’me,ﬂ Ve
kings; be mstructed, ye judges of the e&rth. 12, Kiss the
Zon, lest he be angry, and ye perish. [Heb. 1:6. And he
saith, Let all the ang&ls of God worship him. 14. Are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall he heirs of salvation,
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4. The administration of the kingdom of provi-
dence is subordinate to the dispensation of %rane.
Christ Jesusg, as the Head of the church, rules by
his infinite power, and in perfect wisdom and jus-
tice, over all the parts of the inanimate and irra-
tional creation, and over all wicked men and de-
vils; making them and all their changes, counsels,
and efforts, subservient to the manifestation of
God’s glory in the gystem of redemption.

Rom. 8:28. And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called aceord-
ing to his purpose,  Eph. 1:22, And hath put all things un-
der his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
charch. John 17:2, As thou hast given him power over all
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast
given him. Rev. 1:18. I am he that liveth, and was dead; and;
behold, T am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and death.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who mamtain them:

1. % "L'hat the authority of God-man, as Media-
tor, 13 confined to his saints, and does not extend
to all the creatares of God.

2. “That a rational ereature can, in any sta-
tion or condition whatever, refuse submizssion to
Messiah, and not be guilty.

3. *That there iz any creature, or institution,
which is not subjected to Christ, for the good of
his church. _

4. # That any king or magisirate, pope or
council, has a right to dictate any part of the doc-
trine or the order of the Christian church.

2. “That Christ 1s not the sole Head and Law-
giver of his church.”

r i
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CHAPTER XXI.

OFr the Christian Church.

1. Gop, 1 order to display his own perfections,
in the redemption of mankind, and to bring the
redeemed to glory, hath appointed a church n
this world, comprehending all those who are distin-
ouished from the rest of mankind by the dispensa-
tion of the covenant of grace.

Psalm 50:2. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath
shined. . iph. 4:11:12. And he gave zome, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; lor the perfecting of the saints. Eph. 5:24—26, The
church iz subject unto Christ——Clrist also loved the church,
and-gave himsell for it; that he might sanetify it by the word.
John 17:14. [ have given them thy word, and the world hath
hated therm, because they are not of of the world,

2. The church invisible embraces all who are
really nterested m the covenant of grace; who
have been elected in Christ and shall be saved.
The church visible, standing in an external rela-
tion to Christ in the visible dispensation of the
covenant of grace, comprehends all adults who
profess faith in Christ, and give obedience to his
law, together with all their children.

Eph. 1:22. Head over all things to the church, 23. which is
his body. Chap. 5:27. That he might present it to himsell a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing. Acts 2:38. Repent and be baptized, every one of vou,
in the name of Jesus Christ—39. For the promise is unto you
and to your children, 41, Then they that gladly received his
word, were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls, 47. And the Lord added to
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the church daily such as should be saved. Matt, 19:14,
Suffer little children—for of such is the kingdom of hea-

VCi.

3. The visible church, according to the institu-
tion of Christ the head, iz ONLi among all nations.
The Seriptures direct, for the more convenient edi-
fication of believers, distinct congregations, and
distinet judicatories, all connected under himself;
but it 1s both the sin and the loss of professed Chris-
tians, to establish distinetions which destroy the
UNITY of the church.

Matt, 16:18. And ‘uwpon this rock [ will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  Acts 15:41,
He went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.
Jaz., 3:16, Where envying and strife is, there iz confusion and
cvery evil work, Eph. 4:3,4. Endeavoring to keep the uni-
ty of the spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and
one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.
.1 Cor, 12:12, For as the body is one, and hath many mem-
bers, and all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body, so also is Christ, 13, For by one spirit are we all
baptized into one body.

4. It is the duty of a Christian to pray for the
reformation of every part of Christ’z church; to
inquire what part adheres most closely to the
Scripture plan; and without prejudice, join in that
communion which i1z most pure, and in which he
may prove most ugeful in the service of Christ.

Ps. 122:6. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 7. Peace be
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 9. DBe-
cause of the house of the Loxd, I will seck thy good. 1 Thess.
3:21. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 1 Cor.
11:2. Keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you, 34.
That ye come not together unto condemnation,
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5. When any church imposes sinful terms of
communion—mwhen the constitution is anti-seriptu-
ral—when the admimstration 18 corrupt, and at-
tempts at its reformation have proved eflectual,
it is the duty of Christians to separate from it: and
if the majority should viclate the terms, upon
which church-members were united, it 13 lawlul for
the minority to testify against the defection, and
to walk by the rule of thenr former attainments.

Rom. 3:8. Let us do evil, that pood may come—whose dam-
nation is just, 1 Cor, 11:19. For there must be also heresies
among yvou, that they which are approved may be made mani-
fest among you. Is. 8:23. To the law and to the testi-
mony, if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there ia no light in them, 2 Cor, 6:14. And what eommu-
nion hath light with darkness? 16. And what agreement hath
the temple of God with idolst 17, Wherelore, come out
from among them, and be ye scparate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you. 1 Cor.
10:18. Arec not they which eat of the saerifices, partakers of
the altar? 20, And I would not that ve should have fellow-
ship with devils. 21. Ye cannot be pactakers of the Lord's
table and the table of devils. Rev. 11:1. Rise and meazure
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship there-
in. Chap, 18:4. And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not her plagnes. Phil, 3:16:
Nevertheless, whereto we have alresdy attained, let us wall
by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.

6. There may be associations of men called
churches, which are founded upen antichristian
principles, and some churches have degenerated
into synagogues of.Satan. Such are not fo be
considered as branches of the trug Christian
church.
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Rev. 11:1. And there was given me a reed like unte o rod:
And the angel stood, saying, Hise, measure the temple of God,
and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2. But the
court which 1s without the temple leave out and measure it not;
far it is given unto the Ln::nl:lr_-:-,ﬂ, and the holy city shall they
tread u::nlvr foot, Chap. 17:5. And upon her forehead was a
name written, Mystery, Babylon the great, the Mother of Har-
lots and Abominations of the earth. Chap. 3:9. Behold, [
willi make them of the synagogne of Satan, (which say they
are Jews and are not, but do he)

7. No association of men on earth is infallible,
and there 1s no certainty that any one particu!ar
church, in any particular place, shall remain al-
ways pure. But God has engaged to preserve a
vigible church of Christ somewhere upon the earth,
until the end of time. Sound doetrine, a legiti-
mate ministry, and the proper use of the sacra-
ments, are the characteristics of the true Chris-
tian church.

Rev. #:16. Becausc thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, [ will spue thee out of my mouth. Matt. 16:158. 1 will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it Acts 2:42, J‘b,['!{]. they continued steadfast in the apnstir:s
doctrine and fellowship. Chap. 14:23, And when they had or-
dained them elders in every church. Matt. 28:19. Go ye,
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 20,
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have com-
manded you: and lo, I am with you, alway, even unto the end
of the world, Amex.  Acts 20:7, The disciples came together
to break breud. 1 Cor. 11:2, Now [ praise you, brethren,
that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances,
as I delivered them fo you,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain thems:

}. “That there can be a period in which there
shall not be & visible church of Christ on earth.
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2. #That it 1s not sinful to promote and main-
tain schisms destructive to the unity of the Chris-
tian church,

3. “ That it is a matter of indifference to what
church a person belongs.

4. #* That separation from a corrupt or declin-
ing church is not a Christian duty.

5. % That any visible church can be perfectly
pure and infallible while on earth,

6i. % That the infant children of church-mem-
bers are not members ol the vizsible Christian
church.”

CHAPTER XXIIL

OFf Church=Fellowship.

1. It is the duty of all who hear the gospel, to
enter into the communion of the Christian chureh,
and in order to comply with this duty, faith in
Christ 1s necessary. He who 1s not a samt, does
not love God, or (zod’s children, and, in offering to
join the chareh, he either deceives himself, or acts
the part of a hypoerite.

Acts 2:38. Repent and be baptized, every one of you. 41.
Then they that gladly received the word were baptized, and the
q::un-.’* day there were added unto them about thees thousand souls,

. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
5:11'(*:3, Heb. 11:6. But without faith it is impossible to plenss
him. 2 Tim. 3:5. Having o form of godliness; but denying
the power thereof: {rom such turn away.

2. The qualifications for church-membership
necessary in adults, are, that they knowingly pro-
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fess a beliel of the doctrine of Christ, promize sub-
mission to all the institutions of Christ, evidence
repentance, and manifest no prevailing inclination
to any kind of wickedness.

Acts 8:37. If thou believest with all thine heart thou may-
est, Gal, 5:22,23, The froat of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, genileness, goodness, faith, meckness, tempe-
rance; against such there is no law. Aets 26:20. That they
should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repent-
ance. Psalm 24:3, Who shall ascend unto the hill of the
Lord? and who shall stand in his holy place? 4, He that hath
clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifled up his soul
unto vanity, nor sworn deeeitfully.

3. The end of Church-Fellowship 1s to exhibit a
syatem of sound principles, to maintain the ordi-
nances of gospel worship in their purity, to pro-
mote holiness, and to prepare the =aints for hea-

ven.

Col. 2:2, Being knit together n love.—to the acknowledg-
ment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ,
Acts 2:42. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship. Rev. 2:25. That which ye have, hold
fast till T come, Phil. 2:15, That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke. Rom. 14:18.
That no man put a stumbling-block or occasion to fall in his
brother’s way. Col, 1:12. Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light,

4. The Christian church as a society of ration-
al beings, must have explicit terms of communion,
to which every member gives his assent. Itis net
to be expected that all men shall think alike about
every object of thought; but Christians cannot co-
operate, unless they are of one mind about the
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general principles of Christianity. Terms of Chris-
tian communion should embrace nothing but what

18 divine truth, and reject nothing for which the
church hath faithfully contended.

Amos. 3:3, Can two walk together, except they be agreed!
Phil. 1:27. With ene mind, striving together for the (aith of
the gospel. Rom. 14:5. One man esteemeth one day above
another; another esteemeih every day ahke., Acts 1I5:7,
There had been much disputing.  Rom. 14:1. Him that is
weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.
Jude, ver. 3. Yo should earnestly contend for the faith. Rev,
S3:10. Thou hast kept the word of my patience. 1 Tim. 1:4,
Neither give heed to fables, and endless penealogies, which
minister que:iti-:ms, rather than godly edifying. Phil. 2:2.
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind.  Matt. 15:9. But in
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men. Phil. 3:16, Nm-rtrthclcas, whereto we
have already attained, let us walk by the same rule; let us
mind the same t]n:u-'r Rom. 14:19, Follow after the thing=s
which make for TR arcd ‘l]]u'lt‘?ﬂ wherewith one Ty {‘dlf\'

another. Acts 2:42. And lhﬂ:r continued steadiastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and {ellowship.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. *That it is not ginful to neglect Church-Fel-
lowship.

2. # That an unbeliever has a right in the sight
of God to enter into Christian communion.

3. % That saintship is the criterion of church-
membership, so that the wisible church may not
without guilt, receive any who is not really a saint,
or exclude any who is regenerated.

4. % That it is not criminal to separate from
the communion of a church which maintains Chris-
tian purity and faithfulness.
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2. “ That it 1s lawful for the church to be with-
out any terms of Christian communion.

6. “ That any person may be admitted to com-
maunion, who opposzes any of the terms of church-
tellow Ehl

7k llJmt occastonnl communion may be extend-
ed to persons who should not be received to con-
etant fellowship.”

L

CHAPTER XXIII.
Or the Governmed of the Chwrch.

. Cnrisr, the Head and Lawgiver, has appoint-
13.1 in Lis word a particular form of government
for the New Testament chuoreh, {IlhtHlLt from the
civil government of the nations in which Chris-
tians live. 'This form of church government is to
continue unti the end of the world.

Is. 33:20. Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quict habita-
tion, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down. 23, The Lord
is our lawgiver, the Lord iz our king; he will save us. Chap.
0:6. The government shall be upon his shoulder. Eph.
1:22. Head over all lhing‘.ﬂ to the church,  Hehb, 2:5. Sec that
thou make all things agreeable to the pattern showed to thee
the mount. 1 Cor, 12:28, God hath set some in the church—
movernments. 2 Cor. 3:10. The power which the Lord hath
given me to edification, and not to destruction. Ieb. 13:7.
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit your-
selves. ;

2. Christ Jesus did commission several persons
with extraordinary powers, such as Apostles, Pro-
R'Tvmts, and Evangelists, at the beginning of the

ew Testament dispensation, to settle the consti-
8
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tution of the Christian church according to his ap-
pointment, and commit the administration of it
into the hands of the ordinary and permancnt
officers.

Acts. 1:3. Being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining tothe kingdom of God. Eph. 4:10—13.
He that descended is the same also that ascended vp, [ar above
all heavens, that he might fill all things: and he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers—Ifor the work of the ministry, for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ—till we all come, in the unity of
the faith—unto a perlect man,  Acts 14:23, And when thev
had ordained them elders in every church they commended
them to the Lord, 'Tit, 1:5, For thiz cause left [ thee in Crete,
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting,
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee,

3. The government of the charch is presbyte-
rian. Ministers or teaching elders are the highest
officerz, and among these thereisa perfect party ot
power. With teaching elders are associated in the
exercise of ecclesiastical government, other el-
ders who rule. These ministers and ruling elders
meet in courts, congrerational sessiong, presbyte-
ries, and synods, in regular subordination the one
to.the other. 'To these courts Christ has given the
power of governing the church, and ordaining offi-
cers, and “this pr:}wr:r 13 entirely ministerial and
subordinate to his law. The deacon has no pow-
er except about the temporalities of the church.

Acts 14:23. They had ordained them elders in every
church. Chap. 20:17. He sent to Ephesos and called the el-
ders® of the church. 12, And when they were come unto him,
ne sald unto them, 28, Take heed, therelore, unto yourselves,
and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers,tto feedf the church of God, which he hath pur-

* Preebyters. i Bishope, i Perform the duty of & paelor.
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chased with hizs own blood, 1 Tim. 5:17. Let the elders that
rule well, be counted worthy of double honor, especially they
who labor in the word and doctrine. 1 Tim.14:4. Layingon
of the hands of the presbytery. Matt. 15:25. Tell it unto the
church. 18, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, 20. For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them., Acts
15:2. They determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain
other of them, should go up to Jerusalem, unto the apostles and
elders about thiz question. Acts, 6:1, And in those days,
when the number of the disciples was multiphed, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, becanse their
widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2, It is not
reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.
3. Look ve out among you, seven men—whom we may appoint
over this business, 4. But we will give ourselves—to the mi-
nistry of the word.

4. No ecclesiastical authority is lodged in the
hands of private Christians or civil Magistrates.
" Church judicatories are subordinate only to Christ
Jesus. They appoint, by an exclusive right, their
own times and places of meeting and adjournment.
Butevery congregation of Christians have the right
of choosing all the officers who shall stand in a
particular relation to themselves,

Heb. 13:17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and
subimit yourselves, Matt, 16:19, T will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 2 Cor. 13:10. The
power which the Lord hath given me o edification. 1 Cor,
12:18,. But now hath Gaod zet the members, every one of them
in the body as it hath pleased him. 20, Butnow are they ma-
ny members, and yet but one body. 21, And the eye cannot
say to the hand, [ have no need of thee; nor again, the head to
the feet, T have no need of you.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:;
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1. * That any power or person on earth has a
right to exercise supremacy over the chureh, and
that Christians may submit to sach pretensions.

2. “That there 15 no form of chu r~::lI1J government
of divine right.

3. % That pope or bishop, as claiming a power
superior to a teaching presbyter, is an “officer of
the true church of Lfmst appointed by divine au-
thDI’lE}'

“That there should be no ruling elders.

. “That any assembly of private Christians
ma}* ]awf'uii_y exercise any part of the government
or ﬂ:smphnL of the Christian church.

« That ecclesiastical judicatories are not sub-
c:rdmatﬂ one to the other.

7. # That the Christian church may give up to
civil rulers the exclusive right of assembling judi-
dicatories, or any power whatever in dissolving
thf,m

“ That a Christian minister may ]awfuli_r,r re-
imqul*sh his right to exercise the power of govern-
ment and discipline in the chuorch.”

CHAPTER XXIV.

OFr Christian Worship.

1. Gopis to be worshipped by all is intelligent
creatures, in such a manner as he himself shall
prescribe; and as no sinner can have aceess unto
him, but in Christ Jesus, divine revelation i3 the
supreme standard by which all modes of worship
must be regulated.
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Luke 4:8, It is written thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve, John 4:24. God is a Spirit;
and they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in
troth, Rev. 3:22. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches. Maitt. 28:20. Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you,

2. Conscience is not a rule of faith or practice;
but a power of the human mind, which is natural
to man, and necessarily implies our accountable-
ness to God. The exercize of a good conscience
consists, in comparing our motives, intentions, and
actions, with the divine law, and in ﬁppmving or
disapproving of them, as they appear to be agree-
able unto, or contrary to the law. The approba-
tion of thiz moral sense 13 accompanied with plea-
gure, and its disapprobation with pain.

1 Bam,. 12:21. And turn ye not aside: for then should ye
alter vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are
vain., Rom. 2:14. These having not the law, are a faw unto
themselves. 15. Their conscience also bearing witness, and
their thoughts the wmean while accusing or else exeusing,
Heb. 13:18. We trust we have a good conscience, i all things
willing to live honestly. ‘1 Tim, 1:5. The end of the com-
mandment is ::l]?:riljr', out of a pura heart, and of a gnclr] L=
science, and of faith unfeigned. 2 Cor. 1:12. For our rejoic-
ingz 13 this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity,
and godly sincerity, not with ﬁvshl:,- wisdom, but by the grace
of G, we have had our conversation in the world,

3. Every man is bound to act conscientiously
in every part of religious worship; but the dictates
of conscience cannot render false wors hip lawful
in any man or body of men: The rights of con-
science consist in the conscientious performance
of every part of appointed worship, uninfluenced
by the fear of man; and liberly of conscience con-
sists 1n enjoying the&& rights without restraint.

B
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Acts 24:16. And herein do’I exercise mysell, to have al-
ways a conscience void of offence, toward and toward men.
John 16:2, Whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth
God serviee. Is. 1:12, When ye come to appear before
me, who hath required this at your hand? Ps, 12:4, Who
have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our
own: Who is Lord over us! 2 Pet, 2:19, While they pro-
mise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corrup-
tion. James 2:12. So speak ve, and so do, as they that shall
be judged by the law of liberlty., G(al, 2:4, And that because
of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to
spy out our liberty, which we have in Christ Jesus, that they
might bring us into bondage. 5. To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, fiot for anhour. 2 Cor. 3:17. Where the Spi-
rit of the Lord is, there i1s liberty,

4. It 1z the duty of every man to maintain a de-
vout frame of mind, and to devote to secret pray-
er, at least, a part of every evening and morning.
Families are under obligation to wnr,bhjp the great
God socially, by singing Psalms, reading the Serip-
tures, and prayer, each night and day, and the
head of the family should take care that theze du-
ties be performed, and that regular attendance be
aiven by every member of the family.

1 Thess, 5:17. Pray without ceasing. Ps, 119:147, I
prevented the dawning of the moming, and cried; T hoped in
thy word. 148. Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that [
might meditate in thy word. 92:1,2. It 1s a good thing to
give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praizes unto thy name,
O most High; To show forth thy loving-kindness in the morn-
ing, and thy faithlulness every night. 115:15. The voice of
rejoicing and salvation is in the tabérnacles of the righteous.
Jer. 10:25, Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee
not, and upon the families that call not on thy pame, Gen.
18:19, | know him, that he will command his children, and
his houschold after him, and they shall kecp the way of the
Lord, Eph. 6:4, erﬂ them up in the nurture and udmnm-
tion of the Lord,
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5. Christians should frequently meet, at stated
times, for acts of private social w:rrshl in order
to strengthen each other in piety an ze&l and
maintain sincere friendship upon ﬂvﬂﬂgehﬂﬂl prin-
ciples.

Heb, 10:25, Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another.
Mal. 8:16. Then they that feared the Lord spake often one fo
another; and the Lord hearkened and heard.,  Col. 3:16. Let
the word of Christ dwell in vou richly, teaching and admonish-
ing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritoal songs,
Magt, 18:20. For where two or three are gathered together, in
my name, theream I in the midst of them. Song 5:13. The
companions hearken to thy voice, cause me to hear it.  John
20:19. When the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood 1 the
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you,

6. The Lord of life and time, hath set apart
one-seventh part of time, from the common work
of life, to be employed, exclusively, in the pubhe
and private exercises of God’s worship, except so
much of it as may be taken up by the works of
necessity and mercy; and since the resurrection of
Christ, the first day of the weeck, comprehending
twenty-four hours from midnight to midnight, is
the weekly Sabbath.

Exod. 20:16, The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God, in it thou shalt not do any work. Acts 15:21. Mo-
ses of old time hath in eyery city them that preach him, being
read in the synasogus every Sabbath-day. Chap. 20:7.
Upon the first day of the week, whep the disciples came to-
gether to break bread, Paul prm-:hr;d unto them? Mait, 12:12,
Wherefore it is lawful to do good upon the Sabbath-day,
John 20:1, The first day of the week cometh Mary ‘rlﬂgda.-
lene early when it was ;rt-:t dark—and seeth the stone taken
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away from the sepulchre. 19. Then the same day, at evening
being the first day of the week—came Jesus and stood in the
mdst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto vou,

7. Those who are ordained, by the Head of the
church, to preach the gospel, should labor faith-
fully in explaining, and applying the word of God

{;e assembled congregation, every Lords day,
:md all should eonscientiously, attend thiz public
gchool of instruction, and sanctuary of devotion.
The ministers of religion have no warrant for
reading their sermons to their congregations.

Lev, 19:30. Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my
ganctuary. Rom. 10:15, And how shall ﬂmv preach e:-.mpt
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feot of
them that preach the gospel of peace. 1 Tim. 2:15. Btudy to
ghow thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
1o be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, Luke 4:16,
And as his custom was, he went into the svoagogue on the
Sabbath-day. 17. And when he had opened the book, he
found the place where it was written, 18, The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he hath ancinted me to preach the
gospel. 200 And he closed the book. 21. And he began to
zay unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled. Acts
10:33. Now, therefore, are we all here present before God, to
hear all things that are commanded. Chap, 20:7. Paul
Pm&-;]]ﬂd to them—and continued his speeck until midnight.

[it. 2:1. DBut speak thou the things that become sound doc-
trine,

8. Singing God’s praize is a part of public so-
cial worship, in which the whole congregation
ghould join. The Book of Psalms, which are of
divine inspiration, is well adapted to the state of the
church, and of every member, in all ages and cir-
cumstances; and these Psalms, to the exclusion of
all imifations and uninspired compositions, are to
be used in social worship.
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2 Sam. 23:1,2. The sweet Pzalmist of Israel said, The Spi-
rit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue,
2 Chron. 28:30. Sing praise unto the Lord, with the words of
David, and of Asaph the Seer. Mark 14:26, And when they
had sung an Aymn. Ps. 96:1. O sing unto the Lord a new
song. 85:2. And make a joyful noise unto him with psalms,
Eph. 5:19. Speaking to yoursclves in psalme, and hymns,
and spiritual songs, singing, and making melody in vour heart
to the Lord.

9. Public prayer is to accompany the word
preached. Written forms of prayer, whether read or
repeated, are not authorized in the Seriptures—
are not caleulated to exercise the mind in the gra-
ces of the holy Spirit—are not adapted to the va-
ricties of the state of the chureh and its members;
and are not to be used in approaching the throne
of grace.

Acts, 2:42, And they continued steadfastly i the apostles’
_doctrine—and in prayers. Matt. 6:7. But when ye pray, use
not vain repetitions as the heathen do. 1 Cor. 12:7. But the
manifestation of the Spirt is given to every ona to profit with-
al. Chap. 14:12. Liven =0 ve, for as much as ye ave zealous
of spiritual gills, seck that ye may excel to the edilying of the
church. HRom. 8:26. The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the
Hpirit itsell maketh intereession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered, 27, And he that searchoth the hearts,
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit because he maketh in-
tercession for the snints by the will of God.  Heb. 4:16. Let
us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 1n time of need.

10. The ministers of the gospel are to pro-
nounce the apostolic benediction in some such
words as these: The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Ghost, be with you all.
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Numbers 6:28—27, Speak unto Aarvon, and unto his sons,
=aying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Isracl—and
1 will bless them, 2 Cor, 15:14, The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
(rhost, be with vou all,  Amen,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testily against all who maintain them:

1. «That it is immaterial what form of wor-
ship 1s uged,

2. “That man has a right to worship God,
whatever way conscience may dictate, although
that way should be opposed to God’s command-
ments.

3. “That any body of men may recognize such
a right.

. % That it 1z unneeessary for families to wor-
Fhip God every day, and p'll*ht:u]ﬂ]l}f to make
smn'mg Psalms a part of their worship.

2. “That private fellowship meetings among
the sainis are not of divine ﬂppﬂi[]tmml_t.

6. * That there 13 no Sabbath under the
gospel.

7. % That any unauthorized person may take
upun him to preach the gospel.

8, « That the Scripture psalmody is unfit for
gospel worship.

g, s 'T hat the church should use a liturgy of

PI'FlJr er.”
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CHAPTER XXV.
OF The Sacramenis.

1. TuE only Sacraments of the New Testament,
are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and these are
peculiar badges of distinetion for the church from
the world.

Matt. 28:19, Go ye, therclore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them, 1 Cor, 11:24, This do in remembrance of me.
26. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye
do show the Lord’s death till ho como,  Chap, 12:13, For by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one body—and have been
all made to drink into one Spirit,

2. DBaptism is administered by a Christian mi-
nister, applying water in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, to such
adult persons as profess their [aith in Christ, and
obedience to him. The infants of church-members
are also to be baptized, and baptism i3 not to be
repeated.

Matt, 28:19. Baptizing them in the name of the Father,
aud of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Aects 10:4%, Can any
man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which
have received the Holy Ghost. Matt, 19:14, Jesus said, Suf
fer hittle ehildren, and forbid them not, to come unlo me; for of
such is the kingdom of heaven.

3. The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ,
in order to show forth his death, and as a special
means of communion between himself and his peo-
ple. It is administered only by a lawful minister
of the word, to such baptized persons as, making
a creditable profession of their faith, have a cor-
responding practice.
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Tmke 28:19. This doin remembrance ofme. 1 Cor. 10:16,
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion
of the bleod of Christ! The bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the body of Christ: Actz 2:41, They that
pladly received his word were baptized. 42. And they con-
tinued steadfastly in the apostles® doctrine and fellowship, and
in breaking of bread.

4. The Lord’s Supper 1s to be TPPE'ledI}’ -
ministered to a Christian congregation, as a mean
of strength and comfort to God’s people, and a
manifestation to the world of their continuing regu-
lar and steadfast in their Christian profession. It
15 not a necessary part of ordiary Sabbath sanc-
tification; but previous preparation, by humiliation
for sin, self-examination, and abstraction from the
world, is proper for those who make this special,
public and social profession of their union with
Christ, and love to him. It is the duty of all who
hear the gospel, to believe in Christ, and com-
memorate his death in the Lord’s Supper.

1 Cor. 11:26. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do show the Lord’s demth. Chap. 10:17. For
we, being many, are one bread, and one body, for we are all
partakers of that one bread. 21. Ye cannot be partakers of
the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils. Chap. 11:28,
But let a man examine himzelf, and so let him eat of that bread,
and drink of that cup. 22, But when we are judged; we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world.

5. Dread and Wine are visible symbols of
Christ’s body and blood, which he npﬁgmta to be
used in this ordinance. These are t taken up
by the minister, and then set apart by prayer to a
gacramental use. The bread being broken is first
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to be distributed, and after this, the cup of wine is
to be given to all the communicants.

1 Cor. 11:23—25. For [ have received of the Lord that
which alzo T delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same
night in which he was betrayed, took bread: And, when he had
oiven thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; thiz is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. Al
ter the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had sup-
]n::rl saying, This cup is the New Testament in my blood: This

G0 ye, as ufi as ve drink it, in remembrance of me.  Matt. 26:26
—28, Fesus fook bread, and blessed it, and drake it, and gave
it to the dizeiples, and s!ud Tauke, eat; this iz my h-::r.!y And
he took the cup, and gave t]mnl{s, and gave it to themn, saymng,
Dirink we all of it. T will not drink hencelorth of this fiuit of
the vine, until that day when [ drink it new with you in my
Father's kingdom,

We therelore condemn the following errors, and
'ECHtlF:,-" against all who maintain thern:
: “That there are more sacraments under the

I“:Ew Testament than DBaptism and the Lord’s
Supper.
“ That any sacrament can be administered

b‘_‘,l' a person who is not ordained to the gospel
mimstr £

3. #That no person can be saved without par-
taking of one or both of the sacraments.

4. “ That the infants of such as are members of
the visible church are not to be baptized.

5. “That overwhelming with water 15 eszen-
tiaﬂ to Christian baptism.

6. « That infants are as heathens uutil they are
baptized, and that baptism regenerates and chris-
tens them.

7. % That parents who are deemed unworthy
of approaching the Lord’s table, or who habitually
9
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despise that ordinance, may have their children
baptized.

8. * That Christ is corporally present i the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

; 9. “That the cup is to be withheld from the
aity.

10. # That taking the sacramental clements, be-
fore they are set apart by prayer, is not a sacra-
mental action. :

11. « That a private* administration of the
sacraments 18 ag proper as the administration of
them in the presence of the church.”

CHAPTER XXVIL
Or Religious Fasting and Thanksgiving.

|
1. Tuese is a general uniformity in the dispen-

sations of Divine Providence to every age of the
world; but there 1s also in them sucha variety, as,
in relation to individuals and communities, may
prove somewhat extraordinary. It is the duty of
men to observe the signs of the times, and endea-
vor after corresponding dispositions and exerciges.

Eceles, 9:2, All things come alike to all.  Chap. 1:9. The
thing that hath been, it 13 that which shall be; and that which
is done, is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing
under the sun, Chap. 7:14. Inthe day of prosperity be joyful;
But in the day of adversity, consider.. God also hath set the
one over against the other, to the end that man should find no-
thing after him,

2. There is no day holy except the Sabbath; but
such duties as are to be performed require that
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time necessary for performing them be devoted to
that purpose. When God calls upon us to solemn
fasting or thanksgiving, the whole time dedicated
to such exercises should be religiously observed.

Exod. 20:9. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work.
Eecles, 3:1, To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under heaven. 11, He hath made every thing
beautiful in his time. Rom. 14:6. Ha that regardeth the day,
regardeth it unto the Lord, Jer. 36:6, Read in the roll, which
thou hast written from my mouth, the words of 'the Lord, in
the ears of the people, in the Lord’s house upon the fasting-
day.

3. Religious fasting consists in abstinence from
food, and tfrom worldly employments and recrea-
tions, accompanied with solemn humiliation for
sin, and 1s a mean appointed by Christ for warding
off the effects of God’s anger—exciting to sympa-
. thy with suffering brethren—asking direction in
difficult cases—mortifying the body of sin—recov-
ering a sense of peace with God—and for obtain-
Ing more near conununion with him.

Jonah 3:5. The people of Nineveh believed God, and pro-
claimed a fast. 9. Who can tell if God will turn and repent,
and fturn away from his fierce anger, Neh. 1:3. The rem-
nant that are leflt of the captivity there in the provinee, are in
great affliction and reproach. 4. When I heard these words
1 fasted and prayed belore the God of heaven. Eazra 8:21,
Then I proclaimed & fast, there, at the river Ahava, that we
might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right
way for us. 2 Cor. 11:27, In fastings often. 1 Cor. 8:27,
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection. Zech.
8:19. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the fast of the fourth
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh,
and the fast of the tenth, shall be unto the house of Judah, joy
and gladoess. Acts 10:30, Cornelivs said, four days ago I
was fasting until this hour, and at the ninth hour T prayed in
my house, and behold a man stood before me, in bright cloth-
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ing, 31. And said, Cornelius, thy praver is heard. Mait
6:17. When thou fastest, ancint thine hbead, and wash thy
face, 18. That thou appear not unto men to fast—and thy Fa-
ther which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

4. When God has manifested Lhiumself merciful,
in any sudden, great, or distinguished manner, to
a person or people, they are commanded to devore
some time to solemn thanksgiving. Individuals,
families, societies, mngre;:atmns, churches, and
nations, may appoint times of fasting and thanks-
giving, and, such l[»]irmmment;-.- being lawfully
mnade, should be carefully observed

Neh, 11:17, And Mattaninh—was the principal to begin the
thanksgiving in prayer. Chap. 12:43. Also that day they of-
fered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, Pz 116:17. 1 will offer to
thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name
of the Lord.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
t::asl.‘lf'v against all who maintain them:

“ That any part of time is appointed in Di-
‘.fiﬂﬂ Revelation, or may be appointed by the church,
to be kept holy, in its weekly, m::rnllﬂ}, or annuil
returns, except the first day of the week, which is
the Christian Sabbath.

2. “That fasting 1# not an ordinance of the
New Testament dispensation, but of the Old
only.

5, “ That civil rulers can have no right to call
the nation to public fasting or thanksgiving.

4. « That it is superstiteon for a Cliristian con-

gation to examine themselves with humiliation
and fasting, previously to their sealing their cove-
nant with God in the Lord’s Supper.”
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CHAPTER XXYVIIL.

OF Qalhs and Covenanls.

1. It iz lawful under the New Testament, as
well as under the Old, to take an oath in cases of
importance. The name of God only is that by
which men ought to swear, and it is to be used
with all holy fear and reverence. No man 1s to be
admitted to make oath, or to administer oaths
in an official character, unless he appear to know
and fear God, and to understand the nature of an
oath.

Deut, 6:13. Thou shalt fear the Lord—and. shalt swear by
hiz name, Heb, 6:16, For men verily swear by the greater,
and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
Ex, 20:7. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
i vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his
name In vai.

2. Bwearing 1s an act of religious worship, which
even a prn'ﬂ.te person may w.‘:Tuntﬂ.rf]:,r perform, or
require another to perform, when a matter of im-
portance exists, as a call in Providence thereunto;
but it is proper, in_order to prevent the abuse of
this ordinance, that the administration of oaths in
matters which relate to gocial transactions, should
be exclusively committed to such civil or ecelesias-
tical officers as may explain the nature of an oath,
administer it with suitable solemnity, and secure to
the deposition its proper influence.

Eeccles, 9:2, The good—the sinper—he that sweareth—lLio
that feareth an oath. Deut, 6:13. Thou shalt fear the Lord—

ﬂ.‘?.r
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and shalt swear by his name. Gen, 14:22, I have lifted up
mine hand unto the Lord, the mosat high GGod. 2 Cor. 11:31.
I'he God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—knoweth that
I lie not.  Judges 5:19. As the Lord liveth, if ye had saved
them alive, | would not slay you. Josh. 2:12. Swear unto me
by the Lord, Judges 15:12. Swear unto me that ye will not
fall upon me vourselves. Gen. 47:31. And he said, Sweay
unte me. And he sware unto him, Lx. 22:0. For all man-
ner of trespass—the cause of both parties shall come belore
the judges. 11. Then shall an ocath of the Lord be between
themy both, 1 Kings 8:31. If any man trespass against his
neighbor—and the oath come before thine altar, 32, Then
hear thou in heaven and do and judge. Num. 5:19, And the
priest shall charge her by an cath, Heb, 6:16. And an cath
for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.

3. An oath ought not to be withheld when it i
required by a morally constituted civil or ecelesi-
astical authority, or when a cause of importance
depends on if, provided there be nothing sinful
connected withit. The Christian is nevertheless to
take care, that he testily to the world, that al-
though he makes oath before men, he is not to be
understood as holding communion, in this solemn
act of religious worship, with unqualified adminis-
trators, and that on no aecount he conform to the
superstitions practice of kissing the book.

Deut. 19:15. At the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth
of three witnesses, shall the matter be established. 17. Then
both the men, between whom the controversy is, shall stand
before the Lord, before the priests and the judges which shall
be in those days. Matt. 18:16. Take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
may be established. 17. Tell it unto the chureh., 1%, What-
soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven., Heb.
6:16, And an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all
strife. (zen. 21:23. Now, therefore, swear unio me here by
God, that thou wilt not deal falsely with me. 24. And Abra-
ham smd, [ will swear, Chap, 24:37, And my master
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made me swear. Chap., 50:5, My father made me swear.
1 Sam, 20:17, And Jonathan eavsed David to swear.  Jer, 4:2,
And thou shalt swear—in truth, in judgment, and in right-
eousness. Rev. 10:5—lifted up his hand to heaven, 6. and
sware by ham that liveth for ever and ever. Jer. 23:10. Be-
cause of swearing the land mourneth. 11, For both prophet
and priest are profane. 2 Cor. 6:14. For what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrightecusness? 15, Or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel? 17, Wherefore, come
out from among them, and be ye separate. Hosea 13:2, Let
the men that sacrifice, kiss the calves,

4. A vow, or rehgious covenant, 1s of the hke
nature with a promissory oath, whereby we bind
ourselves, either individually or collectively, to ne-
cessary duties, or to other things not forbidden,
go far and so long as they conduce thereunto. It
iz an ordinance of God, which 18 to be attended to
on special occasions undcr the New Testament
dis nsdtlr:rn, as well as under the Old, by indi-
1'1dP;Ia and societies, by churches and natmn

Num. 30:2. If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an
oath to bind hizs soul with a bond; he shall not break his word.
Ps, 76:11, Vow and pay unto the Lord yvour God, Ex. 19:5.
Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, above
all people.. 8. And all the people answered together and said,
All that the Lord hath spoken we will do,  Dent, 23:23, A
[reewill-offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord
thy God. Is. 19:21. Yea, they shall vow a vow unto the
Lord. Chap, 44:5. One shall say, [ am the Lord’s; and an-
other shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall
subscribe with his hand to the Lord, and surname himself by
the name of Israel, Chap. 62:4, Thou shalt be called Heph-
zibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married. Zech. 13:9, It 13 my people:
and they shall =ay, the Lord is my God., Heb, 87, If that
first covenant had been faultless. 8, I will make a new cove-
nant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.
10. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.



92

Jor, 50:5, Come, and let uvg join ourselves to the Lord in a
perpetual covenant,  Rev, 11:15. The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ,

5. Covenants entered into by an individual ora
community, continue binding upon those who en-
ter into them, either personally or by their repre-
sentatives, so long as such persons live, unless the
covenants have limited their own duration to a
certain other period. The covenant obligation is
admitted and sanctioned by God, as distinet from
any previous obligation arising from the divine
law; but no vow or covenant of man can bind to
any thing contrary to the law of God,

Eceles, 5:4. When thon vowest a vow unto God, deler not
to pay it. 5, Better it is that thou shouldest not vow, than
that thou shouldest vow, and not pay. Jer. 11:10. The house
of Ieracl, and the house of Judah, have broken my covenant
which [ made with their {athers. Deut. 23:21. When thou
shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy (od, thoo shalt not slack
to pay it; for the Lovrd thy God will surely require it of thee;
and it would be a sin in thee, 22, But if thou shalt forbear to
vow, it shall be no sin in thee. Psalm 65:1. Praise waiteth

for thee, O God, in Zion, and unto thee shall the vow be per-
formed.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. % That profane swearing is not a heinous
crime.

2. “ That it is unlawful to make oath on any
account.

3. “ That any oath may be taken with a men-
tal reservation, or in any other sense than the ob-
vious meaning of the words.

4. “'That wrreligious men may be appointed as
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the official administratorz of the religious ordi-
nance of swearing.

5. % That relizious covenanting is not a duty in
New Testament times.

6. ¢ That it is unlawful for any civil society to
enter into covenant with God.

7. % That no covenant into which any society
enters, can be oblizatory upon any of the mem-
bers of that szociety, who did not perzonally
subzcribe such covenant.”

CHAPTER XXVIIL

OF JHarriage.

1. Magrriacs 18 an ordinance of God, instituted
i1 the law of nature, and recognized in Hn ine Re-
velation.  Itis anagreement between one man and
one woman only, in which the parties solemnly
vow and covenant, that they will faithfully per-
form all the duties belonging to it.

Matt. 19:4. Have ve nol read, that he which made them at
the beginning, made them male and female; 5. And said, for
this cause shall & man leave father and mother, and shalt
cleave to his wile: and they twain shall be one flesh?

2. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help
of husband and wife—the population of the world
with a legitimate offspring—the increase and
building up the church with a holy seed—and the
prnvr.mtmn of uncleanness; and is common to all
sorts of people.
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Gen, 2:18. It s not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him & help meet for him.  Chap. 1:28, Be fruitful and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth. 1 Cor. 7:2. To avoid fornication,
let every man have his own wile, and let every woman have her
own husband, 14, For the unbelieving husband is sanctified
by the wife; and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the hus-
band; else were your children unelean; but now are they holy,
Heb, 13:4, Marriage is honorable in all.

3. For obtaining these important ends, the par-
ties ought not only to marry in the Lord, but are
bound also to cultivate mutual love, bear with, and
cover each other’s infirmities, keep the marriage
oath inviolate, cheerfully submit to the yoke of re-
ligion, and carefully avoid all mutual recrimina-
f1011.

1 Cor. 7:39. She iz at liberty to be married to whom she
will; only in the Lord, 3. Let the husband render unto the
wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the hus-
band. 4, The wife hath not power of her own body, bat the
husband: snd likewise also the hushand hath not power of
his own body, buf the wile. Col. 3:19. Husbands, love your
wives, and be not bitter against them, 1 Pet. 8:1. Likewise,
ve wives, be in subjection to your own husbands;—won by the
conversation of the wives; 2. While they behold vour chaste
conversation coupled with fear—d4. the ornament of a meck
and quiet spirit.

4. Marriage ought not to be contracted within
the degrees of consanguinity, or affinity, prohibit-
ed in the word of God; nor can any law of man,
or congent of parties legitimate such mcestuous
connections. -

Lev. 18:24, Defile not you yourselves in any of these things,
for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before
you. 26. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judg-
ments, and shall not commit any of these abominations: nel.
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ther any of your nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth
among you.

2. Though the validity of marriage depends
upon the mutual vow of the parties, independent-
ly of official administration; yet, in order to pre-
vent rash and inconsiderate connections, and that
the parties may be duly impressed with the solem-
nity of the ordinance, and with the importance of
its duties, the celebration of it should be exclusive-
Iy committed unto duly qualified ecclesiastical or
civil officers.

Matt, 19:6, Wherefore they are no more twain, but one
flesh. WNeh. 13:25. And T contended with them—and made
them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters
unto their sons; nor take their danghters unto your sons, or
for yourselves. 26. Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin by
these things? even him did outlandish women cause to sin.
1 Cor. 7:39. She is at liberty to be married to whom she will;
only in the Lord. Chap. 10:31. Whether, therefore, ye eat,
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, doall to the glory of God.

6. As the good order of society, the honor and
peace of f'amghns, as well as the interest of reli-
gion are greatly promoted by the regular adminis-
tra,tmn of marriage, the civil magistrate ought to
provide, that the ordinance be uly rﬂﬁpﬂﬂtﬂd—-
sanction themanper of its celebration—enjoin and
enforce its duoties, and when the case requires it,
conduct the process of divorce in a public and
regular manner.

Dent. 24:1, When a man hath taken a wifa and married
her, and it come to pass that she find no favor in his eyes, be-
cause he hath found some uncleanness in her, then let him
write her a bill of divorcement—4. Her former husbhand, which
gent her away, may not take her again to be his wife—thou
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shalt not eause the land to sin, which the Lord thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance. Chap. 22:16. And the damsel’s fa-
ther shall say unto the elders of the city, I gave my daughter
unto this man to wife.  17. And lo, he hath given occasion of
speech against her, 18. And the elders of that city shall take
that man and chastise him,

7. Though the marriage covenant is not dis-
“solved by every argument which the corruption of
man, excited by passion and dizappoinment, may
produce, to separate those whom God hath join-
ed; yet either Edﬂ]tﬁ]‘j, or such wilful desertion as
admits of no civil remedy, is a sufficient cauze for
its diszolution. And after the divorce has been
regularly obtained from the ceclesiastical or civil
authority, it is lawful for the innocent party to
marry another as if the offending party were
dead.

Matt. 19:8. Is it lawful for a man to put away his wile for
every cauze!? 6. They are no more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asun-
der, 9. Whosoever shall put away his wile, except it Le for
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultersy.
1 Cor. 7:15. But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A
brother or a sister is not under bondage in such a case,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
iﬂslif}; against all who maintain them:
1. # That polygamy is in any case lawful.
2. “ That vows of celibacy may be lawfully
entered into by any description of men or women.
3. “ That the clergy may not marry.
4. “ That a man may marry any of his wife’s
kindred nearer in blood, than he may of his own.
5. % That a woman may marry any of her hus-
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band’s kindred nearer in blood, than she mayof her
own.

6. * That divorce is lawful in any case, except
adultery and wilful desertion.”

CHAPTER XXIX.

F Civil Govermment.

1. It is the will of God, revealed by the consti-
tution of human nature, and more clearly in the sa-
cred Scriptures, that his rational creatures, livin
together 1n one part of the world, and connecte
by a common interest, and by common duties,
should enter into a civil association, for the better
preservation of peace and order, in subserviency
to godliness and honesty.

1 Cor, 11:14, Doth not even nature iisell teach you!  Gen,
30:7. All the elders® of jthe land of Egypt. Ex, 3:16. Go
and gather the elders of Israel together. 1 Sam. 16:4. And
the elders of the town trembled at his coming. Exod. 18:19.
Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God
ghall be with thee. 21, Thou shalt provide out of all the peo-
ple, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covet-
ousness, 22, And let them judge the people. 23. And all
thiz people shall also go to their place in peace. Is. 32:17.
And the work of righteousness shall be peace. 18. And my
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation; and in sure dwell-
ings, and in quiet resting-places. Rom, 12:17. Provide things
honest in the sight of all men, 18, As much as lieth in you,
live pea,-:eabljr with all men. 1 Tim. 2:2. For kings and all
that are in authority: that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life, in all godliness and honesty, Rom. 13:2. Whosoever,
therefore, resistath the power, resisteth the ordinance of God,

¥ Hulera,
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2. It is the duty of all men voluntarily to form
civil societies, establishing such authorty as may

bezt tend to preserve order, liberty, and religion
among them; and it is lawful for them to model
their constitutions of government in such a man-
ner as may appear most suitable to them, provid-
ed such constitutions in their principles and dis-
tribution of power, be in nothing contrary to the
divine law.

Prov. 21:3. To do justice and judoment 15 more acceptable
to the Lord than sacrifice. Ezek. 45:9. Remove violence and
spoil, and execute judgment and justice, take away your exace
tions (rom my people, saith the Lord. Deut, 1:13, Take you
wise men, and understanding, and known among your tribes,
and Iwill make them rulers over you. 14. And he answered
me and =aid,.Fhe thing which thou hast spoken is good for us
to do. Chap. 16:18. Judges and officers shalt thou make thee
i all thy gates. Ezek. 80:21. And their governor shall pro-
ceed from the midst of them-—this that engaged his heart to
approach unto me. 22. And yeshall be my people, and [ will
be your CGlod, 1 Tim. 2:2. That we may lead a quiet and
peaceable *life in all godliness and honesty. Deut. 17:14.
When thon art come unto the land—and shalt dwellftherein,
and shalt say, T will set a king over me. 15. Thou shalt in
any wise set him king over thee whom the Lord thy God shall
choose—Thou mayest not set a stranger over thee. 16. But
he shall not multiply horses to himself; 17. Neither shall he
multiply wives—neither silver and gold. 20, That his heart
be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aszide
from the commandment,

3. God, the supreme Governor, is the fountain
of all power and authority, and civil magistrates
are his deputies. In the administration of govern-
ment, obedience 18 due to their lawful commands
for conscience’ sake; but no power, which deprives
the subject of civil liberty—which wantonly squan-
ders his property, and sports with his life—or
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which authorizes false religion, (however it may
exist according to divine Providence)—is approved
of, or sanctified by God, or ought to be esteemed
or supported by man, as a moral institution.

Rom. 13:1. There iz no power but of God. 4. Heis the
minister of God to thee for good. 5. Wherefore, ye must
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience’
gake. Prov, 20:2, When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people
mourn. Chap. 28:15, As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear;
50 is a wicked ruler.  Psalm 94:20, Shall the throne of ini-
quity have [ellowship with thee! Psalm 2:2.* The kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel against the
Lord, Hos, 8:3, larael hath cast off the thing that is good,
4. They have set up kings, but not by me. Rey. 13:1, And
gaw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten
horns—and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and
great authority. Chap. 12:8. The dragon-—that old serpent,
called the devil and Satan,  Chap, 17:12. The ten horns
which thou sawest are fen kings—receive power as kings one
hour with the beast. 14. These shall make war with the Lamb.
17. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree
and give their kingdem unto the heast,

4. God, who in his holy providence, makes
even the wrath of man to praise him, sometimes
manages the magistrates which are over heathen
and other wicked nations, balancing their ambi-
tion, thewr interest, and their power, in
ﬂuc‘h a manner as to maintain somec degree

eace and safety in the empire, and sometimes

}1]'{&3 use of them, as a scourge to punish guilty
sinners, for their rebellion against the I{mg of
heaven.

Ps. 82:1. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty;
he judgeth among the gods, 75:7. He putteth down one, and
setteth up another, Is. 451, Thus saith the Lord to his
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ancinted, to Cyrus, 5. I girded thee, though thou hast not
known.me. 13. He shall build my city, and he shall let go
my captives, not for price, or reward, Jer. 29:¥. And seek
the peace of the city—{or in the peace thereof shall ye have
peace.  Ezra 89:7. For our iniquities have we—Dbeen deliver.
ed into the hand of the kings of the lands. Neh. 9:37. The
kings whom thou hast set over us because of our zins,

It is lawlul for Christians residing in nations
in whth the light of the gospel has not been oen-
erally diffused, to continue in submission to such
authority as may exist over them, agreeably to
the law of nature, which, where revelation does
not exist, is the only standard of civil duty. In
such cases the infidelity of the ruler cannot make
vold the just authority conferred upon him by the
constitution.

1 Pet. 2:12, Having your conversation honest among the
Geentiles. 13, Submit yourscives o every ordinance of man
for the Lord's sake. 16, As free, and not using your liberty
for a cloak of maliciousness. Rom. 2:14. For when the Gen-
tiles, which have not the law, do by natore the things contain.
ed in the law, these having not the law, are a law unto them.-
selves.  Jonah 3:7. And he caused if to be proclaimped and
published through Nineveh, by the decree of the king and his
nobles. 10, And God repen&:i him of the evil that he had
=aid that he wounld do unto them; and he did it not.

6. Christian rulers appointed to office according
to a righteous civil constitution, have authority
from God, to rule in subserviency to the kingdom
of Christ, and are to be conscientiously support-
ed by the persons, the property, and the prayers
of the ruled, in the maintenance of the peace, the
safety, and the honor of the nation.

Ps. 2:10. Be wise now, therefore, O ve kings; be instructed,
ve judges of the earth. 11. Serve the Lord with fear. 13,
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Eiss the son, lest hie be angry. Ps, 72:11, Yea, all kings
shall fall down belore him, all nations shall serve him. Dan.
7:14. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should serve
him, Andall dominions shall serve him and obey him.  Prov.,
8:15. By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. Rom, 13:4.
He iz the minister of God to thee for good. 5. Wherefore, ye
must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but alse, for con-
sciescience’ sake, 7. Render therefore, to all their dues: tribute,
to whom tribuate; fear, to whom fear; honor, to whom honor.

7. It 1s the duty of the Christian magistrate to
take order, that open blasphemy and idolatry, li-
centionsness and immorality, be suppressed, and
that the church of Christ be supported through-
out the commonwealth; and for the better dis-
charee of these important duties, it iz lawful for
him to call synods, in order to consuolt with them;
to be pre-a'ent at them, not interfering with their
proceedings, (unless they become mfmlfce_-tiv sedi-
tious and dangerous to the peace,) but supporting
the lﬂlll:!PLIlL{EuG} of the church, and its righteous.
decisions, and preserving its umity and order
against the attempts of such despizers of ecclesi-
astical authority as should endeavor, in a riotous
manner, to disturb their proceedings.

Rom. 18:4. For he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is
the minister of GGod, a revenger-to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil. Lev. 24:16. And he that blasphemeth the
name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death. 2 Chron.
14:2. And Asa did that which was good and right. 3. Hetook
away the altars of the strange pods, and the high places, and
brake down their images, Rev. 17:16, These shall hate the
whore, and shall make her desclate and naked, and shall eat her
flesh, and burn her with fire.  Prov, 20:26, A wise king scatter.
eth the wicked. Ps. 101:8, I will early destroy all the wicked
of the land. Prov. 14:34, Righteousness exalteth a nation: but
sin iz a reproach to any p:lu:-ple. Chap. 16:12. The throne is

10
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astablished by righteousness, Is, 49:2%, Kings shall be thy
nursing fathers.® Chap. 60:10. Kings shall minister unto
thee. 12. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee
shall perish. Chap. 62:4, And thy land shall be married.
2 Bam. 23:3, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in
the fear of (vod., 2 Chron, 28:2, And he did right in the
sicht of the Lord. 4. And he brought in the priests and the
Lievites, and gathered them together, 15, And they gathered
their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and came, according
to the commandment of the king, by the words of the Lord, te
cleanse the house of the Lord.  Chap. 30:22. And Hezekiah
spake comfortably unto all the Levites, that taught the good
knowledge of the Lord, Rev, 21:24. And the kings of the
earth do bring their glory and honor into it. Dan, 7:22, And
the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 1 Cor.
10:31, Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Ps.
137:5. If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunnimg, 122:7. Peace be within thy walls, and pros.
perity within thy palaces.

‘We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1: % That Civil Government isnot an ordinance
of God.

2. “That Christians owe no allegiance to civil
authority.

3. “That Civil Government is founded in
grace. .
4. ¢ That the Scripture Revelation is not the
rile by which Christians should direct their civil
conduct.

5. % That the magiﬂtrate, as such, has nothing
to do with the Christian religion, nor the minister
a right to examine the policy of nations, and
teach civil duties.

6. % That Christians are bound to cherish, as

# Nourizhers,
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the ordinance of God, all those who may be exalt-
ed in providence to power in a nation, although
they may be tyrants and usurpers, and bound

an oath to give their power unto the beast, in the
eztablishment of a false religion.

7. # That 1t 1 lawful for eivil rulers to authorize
the purchase and sale of any part of the human
famaly, asslaves.

8. # That a constitution of government,
which deprives unoffending men of liberty and
property; is a moral mstltutmn, to be recognized
a3 God’s ordinance.”

CHAPTER XXX.

OF the Righi of Dhisseni firom a Constitic-
tion of Civil Govermanent.

1. Civic society being a voluntary association,
the nation is not bound to admit to all its peculiar
privileges every person who may reside within the
reach of its power; nor is every person dwelling
within the limits of a nafion under obligation to
incorporate with the national society. Livery go-
vernment has the right of making laws of nafu-
ralization, and every Individual possesses the right
of expatriation; and both these rights are to “be
exercized in cc:n["m'mit}' to the law of God, the
supreme Ruler and Judge.

Gen. 47:4. For to sojourn in the land are we come, Now,
therefore, we prav thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of
(zoshen. Num. 10:29. And Moses said unto Hobab—Come
thou with vz, and we will do thee good. 30 And he said
unto him, [ will not go, Chap. 15:15. One ordinance shall
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be both for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger
that sojourneth with you, Deut, 24:17. Thou shalt not per-
vert the judgment of the stranger. Deut. 23:8, The children
that are begotien of them shall enter into the congregafion of
the Lord, in their third generation, Acts 21:39, A citizen
of no mean city. Chap. 22:27, Tell me, art thou a Roman?
He =aid, yen. 28, With a great sum obtained I this freedom,
And Paul said, but I was freeborn.  James 4:12. There is one
Lawgiver,

2. 1t is the duty of Christians, for the sake of
peace and order, and in humble resignation to
God’s good providence, to conform to the common
regulations of society in things lawful; but to pro-
fess allegiance to no constitution of government
which is in hostility to the kingdom of Christ, the
Head of the church, and the I’rmﬂe of the kmgs of
the earth.

Jer. 29:4, Thus saith the Lord of hests, the God of Tsrael,
unto all that are carried away captives. 5. Duild ye houses
and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them.
6. Take vewives and beget sons and daughters, 7. And seek
the peace of the city, whither I have caused you o he carried
away caplive, and pray unto the Lond for it: for in the peace
thereof shall ye have peace. Pz, 13T:1. By the nvers of
Babylon, there we sat down: vea, we wept when we remems-
bered Zion, 4. How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land? 6. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if'
prefer not Jerusalem above my chief’ joy, 8. O davghter of
Babylon, who art to be destroyed. 9. Happy shall he be that
taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones, Acts
4:19, Whether it be right in the sizht of God to hearken unto
you, more than unto God, judge ye. Matt, 6:10, Thy king-
dom come. Heb, 12:26, Yet once more 1 shake not the earth
only, but also heaven. 28. Wherclore, we receiving a king.-
dom which cannot be moved. Micah 4:8. The ki shall
come to the daughter of Jerusalem, 13, Arise, and thresh, 0]
daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I wilk
make thy hools brass; and thou shalt beat in peices many peos
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ple: and [ will conseerate their gain unto the Lord, and their
substance unto the Lord of the whole earth,

2. Virtuous persons, who, in their private capa-
city, are endeavoring to further the true end of
civil government, the moinlenance of peace and
guictness in all godliness and konesty, although they
dissent from tﬁe constitution of civil gﬂvl::rnment
of the natmn in which they reside; have a right to
protection in their lives,liberties, and proper t} , they
contributing their proportion of the common taxa-
tion; but they are not to aet inconsisiently with
their declared dissent, and it would be tyrauny to
constrain them to such measures.

Rom, 135:3, For rulers arve not a tevror to good works, but
to the evil.  Wilt thou, then, not be afraid of the power! Do
that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same,
1 Tim. 2:2. That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in
all tr-;:nllme.as and honesty, Num. 15:16, One law and one
manner, shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourncth
with you. Exod. 22:21. Thou shalt neither vex a stranger,
nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Rom. 2:3. And thinkest thou this, (¢ man, that judgest them
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt ez.
cape the judament of God! Jer. 21:12. Thus saith the Lord,
Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoil-
ad out of the hand of the oppressor. EHst. 3:8. And Haman
sald unto king Ahasueres, There 1z a certain people seatter-
ed abroad, and dispersed among the people in all the provinees of
thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse {rom all people; neither
keep they the king’s laws; therefore, it is not for the king’s pro-
fit to suffer them. 9, If it please the kige, let it be written
that they may be destroyed.

4. Christians testifying against national evils,
and striving in the use of moral means to effect a
reformation, should relinquish temporal privileges
rather than do any thing which may appear to
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coniradict their testimony, or lay a stumbling-
block before their weaker brethren.

1 Kings 19:9, And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there, 10. And he said, 1 have been very jealous for the Lord
Grod of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove-
nant, Heb, 11:24, By faith, Moses, when he was come fo
veurs, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s danghter, 26,
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea-
sures of Leypt, 36, And others bad trinls of ervel mock-
ings and scourgings, vea, moreover, of bonds and imprison-
ments, Num. 23:9. Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and
shall not be reckoned among the nations. Rom. 14:21. It is
wood neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, nor any thing where-
by thy brother stumbleth, or is offended.

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. “Thatit is lawful to profess or swear alle-
giance to an immoral constitution of Civil Govern-
ment. :

2. “ That Christians, under pretence of bearing
an active testimony, are bound to effect a change
in the moral state of nations with the sword.

3. “That it 1s not lawful for Christians to wage
war in defence of liberty, religion, or life.

4. “That the enjoyment of no temporal privi-
lege may be relinguished for the sake of peace, or
for fear of making a Christian brother to offend.”

CHAPTER XXXIL
OF Chuwrch Discipline.

1. Ix the present imperfect state of the visible
church, from the ungodliness of carnal professors
of religion, and from remaining depravity even
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in the truly gracious, offences or scaspars must fre-
quently arise.

Matt. 18:7. For it must needs be that gffences come. Rom.
16:17. Now, 1 beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and aveid them. :

2. A scandal iz not every thing which is sinful
or displeaseth; but something in a professor’s car-
riage, which either in itself or from its circumstan-
ces, may tempt others to sin, expose the church to
just reproach, or mar the spiritual comfort of the
zaints. .

Rom. 7:21., When I would do good, evil is present with me.
Lulke 17:1. Itis impossible but that offences will come; but wo
unto him through whom they come. Rom. 14:13. Judge
this rather, that no man put a stumbling-block,* or an occa-
sion to [all, in his brother's way.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ hath instituted Church
Dizciering, in order to remove scandals, and pre-
vent their unhappy effects; and no church can,
without the faithful and spiritual application of it,
hope for his countenance and blessing.

Matt, 16:19. And I will give unto thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven. 1 Cor, 5:12. Do not ye judze them that are
within? 2 Cor, 10:8. Our authority which the Lord hath giv-
en us for edification. 1 Thess. 5:14. Warn them that are un-
ruly, Eph. 5:11, And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them. Rev. 3:16. So,
then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth.

4. The impartial and prudent exercise of Church
Discipline is useful for vindicating the honor of

# Beapdal.
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Jesus Christ, maintaining the dignity -of his ordi-
nances, pregerving the purity of the church, avert-
ing the judgments of God, and for the benefit of the
offender himself, that by the administration of this
ordinance of “Christ, through grace, he may be
humbled and recovered.

Eph. 5:3. Now are ye light in the Lord: walk as childeen
oflight. Matt. 11:29. Take my yoke upon you. Rom. 16:17.
Mark them which cause divisions, contrary to the doctring
which ye have learned; and avoid them. 2 Thess. 8:6." With-
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received of us. Rev. 2:14.
But T have a lew things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam: 2 Thess, $:14. Note
that man and have no company with him, that he may be
ashamed. 1 Tim. 5:20, Them that sin rebuke before all, that
others also may fear,

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who maintain them:

1. #That the exercise of Church Discipline 1s
not a necessary part of ministerial duty.

2. “'That a professor should be censured by a
church judicatory for every thing at which another
may justly be displeazed.”

CHAPTER XXXII.
Or Jlinisterial Visitation and Catechising.

1. It is the duty of the pastor of every Chris-
tian congregation to inspect the state of his flock,
acquaint himself as much as may be, with the
knowledge, the character, the disposition, the con-
duct, and progress in spirituality, of every mem-



109

ber thereof, in order that he may rightly divide
the word of truth, giving unto each his portion m
due season.

1 Tim. 3:2. A bishop then must be blameless—vigilant—
apt to teach. 2 Tim. 2:15. A workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of trath. 4:2, Instant
1n season, out of season. Acts 20:23. Take heed, therefore,
unto yourselves, and to all the flock over whhh the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers.

2. He 1z to visit them from house to house, not
merely as a friend, but as one who watches for
their souls. In family visitation, the minister is to
inquire how they attend upon the duties of person-
al and family religion, and the various ordinan-
ces of public worship, giving them snitable exhor-
tations, and praying for them, and with them.

Heb, 13:17, They wateh for your souls, as they that must
mive an account, Tit. 2:2. That the aged men be sober,
grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience, 3.
The aged women, likewise, that 1hm be in behavior as beeom-

eth holinesz. 4. That they may teach the young wornen fo

be sober, 6. Young men, likewise, exhort to be sober mind-
ed, 9. Exhort servanis to be chedient to their own masters,
1 Tim. 2:8. I will, therelore, that men pray every where, lilt-
ing up holy hands, without wrath-and doubting,

3. The minister is to visit the sick who are in-
capable of attending the public ordinances, com-
forting them under their afllictions, admonishing
them how they are to improve such dispensations
of Providence, exhorting them to prepare for death,
and praying for them, and with them, as opportu-
nity may {:-ﬂ'er, Wat-:;hmg for their souls until they
are removed from being under his charge into their

11
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eternal state. The elders of the congregation
are, in their station, to attend to the visitation of
the flock, with or without the minister.

Is, 26:16, They poured out a prayer when thy chastening
was upon them. Matt, 25:36, 1 was sick and ye visited me.
40. Inasmuoch as ve have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. James 1:2%. Pore reli-
gon-—io visit the fatherless, and widows, in their affliction.
Chap, 5:13. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 14.
Is any sick among wvoul let him eall [orthe elders of the
church; and let them pray over -him. 15. And the praver of
faith shall save the sick. 16. The effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous man availeth much. Heh. 13:17. They wateh for
your souls,

4. Catechizing, which i1s a plain and familiar
way of conveying spiritual nstruction to old and
young, dcﬂﬂrdmg to their I'L‘ipLLfH-E Lapautms, 15
a necessary part of the minister’s duty; and is to
be performed, not for showing his own' talents, but
for ascertaining and improving the religious know-
ledge of the catechumens.

Matt. 16:15. He saith unto them, But whom say ve that I
am? Chap. 22:42, What think ve of Christ? Whose son is hel
If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 1 Pet,
3 15 Be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope thatis in you, Acts 85:30. Un-
derstandest thou what thou readest! 31, And he said, How
can 1, excepl some man should puide me! 85, Then Philip
opened hiz mouth, and began at the same Seripture, and
preached unto him Jesus, 87, If thou believest with sl thine
heart, thou mayest,

‘We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testxﬁ' amst all who maintain them:

'lgha.t a minister may, in ordinary casesz,

takﬁ the pastoral charge o 2 congregation, to



111

which it 1s evidently impossible he can discharge
ministerial duties.

2. “That the fear of giving offence, or the peo-
ple’s having been unaccustomed to it, 1s any ex-
cuse for a minister’s neglect of the duties of min-
isterial visitation, or catechising.

- “That ruling elders are not under obliga-
tion to watch over and promote the spiritual 1m-
provement of the flock.”

CHAPTER XXXIIIL
OF Testimony-Bearing.

1. CurisTians are wirnesses for God among
men; and, having in their possession the testimony
of God in the Holy Seriptures, it is the duty of
the church to apply the doctrines of inspiration in
stating and defending truth, and in condemning all
contrary errors, bearing witness against all who
maintain them. -

[s. 43:10. Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord. Acts
H:32. And we are his witnesses of these things, Chep. 26:16.
I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a min-
ister and a withess, Psalm 72:5. For he established a testi-
mony in Jacob. 1 Cor. 1:6. The testimony of Christ was con-
firmed in you.  Chap, 2:1. Declaring unto you the testimony
of God. Mark 6:11. And whosoever shall not receive vou,
nor hear vou, when ve depart thence, shake off the dust under
vour feet for a testimony against them.

2. The testimony of the church iz progressive,
in order to oppose and condemn the novel errors
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which each period may produce. And every genc-
ration is to take care that the truth, as stated and
defended by their predecessors, shall be maintain-
ed and [aithfully transmitted, together with the re-
sult of their own contendings, to the succeeding
generation.

% Thess, 1:10, Our testimony among wvou was believed.
tev. 1153, And [ will give power unto my 1wo witnesses, and
they zhall prophesy one thouszand twe hundred and three-
score days. 7. And when they shall bave finished their testi.
mony., Ps, 78:5. For he establizhed a testimony in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our
fathers, that they should make them known to their children; 7.
that the generation to come might know them, even the child-
ren which should he born, who should arize and declare them
to their children. 48:12. Walk about Zion, and go round .
about her, tell the towers thereof. 13. Mark ve well her
bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the gene-
ration following.

3. The church may not recede from a more
clear and particular testimony to a more general
and evasive one. But the witnesses must proceed
in finishing their testimony, rendering it more
pointed and complete, until God shall, aceording to
his promise, overthrow the -empire of darkness;
and introduce the millennial state, in which
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

Rev, 2:25. But that which ye have already, hold fast tll T
come. Is. 8:16. Bind up the testimony, seal the law among
my disciples. Rev. 12:17. Which keep the commandments
of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:16.
Whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing. Rev. 6:9. I saw under the
altar, the souls of them that were slain for the word of God,
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ond for the testimony which they held. Chap. 12:11. They
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony, Dan. 7:22, And judgment was given to the
saints of the Most High; and the time came that the saints pos-
sessed the kingdom., Rev. 20:4. And judgment was gmiven
unto them—and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou-
sand yvears. Ps, 74:20, Have vespect unto the covenant, 21,
0 let not the oppressed return ashamed. 22, Arize, O God,
plead thine own ecause. Psalm 72:19, AND LET THE
WHOLE EARTH BE FILLED WITH HIS GLORY.
AMEN AND AMEN, .

We therefore condemn the following errors, and
testify against all who mamtain them:

1. “ That the Bible is the only proper testimony
of the church.

2. ¢ That a Christian 1s under no obligation to
follow Christ’s witnesses in their faithful contend-
ings.

g& “That it 1s lawful, in order to enlarge the
church, to open a wider door of communion, by de-
" clining from a more pointed testimony, to one
which iz more looge and general.”

353



Resolved, That Synod adopt the Formula which refers
to our Standards, supreme and subordinate, as presented
n the following Articles; and that it be published, as an
Appendix to the authorized editions of the Testimony,
accompanied with the following

DECLARATIODN:

To prevent all misunderstanding of the matter of
the sccond Ariicle of this Formula, which embraces the
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, it iz declared,
in reference to the power of the Civil Magistrate in
ecclesiastical things, that it iz not now, and never
was, any part of the faith of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, that the Civil Magistrate is authorized to inter-
~fere with the Church of God in the assertion, settlement,
or administration of her doctrine, worship and order; or
to assume any dominion over the rights of conscience.
All that appertains to the magistratical power, in refer-
ence to the Church, is the protection of her members in
the full possession, exercise, and enjoyment of their rights.
The magistratical office is eivil and political, and conse-
quently altogether exterior to the Church.

J. N. M’'Leop, Stated Clerk.
Pittgburgh, June 5, 1843, i



TERMS OF ECCLESIASTICAL COMMUNION

IW THE
REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MORTH AMERISA.
L

1. A~ acknowledgment of the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments to be the word of God.

2. An acknowledgment of the doctrines of the
Westminster Confession of Faith, Catechizsms
Larger and Shorter, and Reformation Princi-
ples Exhibited, the Testimony of the Church,—
as embodying, at:t;m‘dinﬁ to the word of God,
the great principles of the Covenanted Preshy-
terian Reformation, to the maintenance of which

this Church is obliged by solemn covenant en-
gagements.

3. An acknowledgment that the Lord Jesus
Christ, the only Redeemer and Head of his
Church, has appointed one permanent form of
ecclesiastical government; ang that this form is,
by divine right, Presbyterian.

4. An acknowledgment that publie, social cov-
nanting, upon proper occasions, is an ordinance
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of God, and that such moral deeds, whether eccle-
siastical or civil, are of continued obligation, as
well upon those represented in the taking of them
as upon thoze who actuvally covenant, until the
ends of these be effected.

3. An acknowledgment of the faithful contend-
ings of the Martyrs of Jesus; and a recogmtion of
all as brethren, in every land, who maintain a
Seriptural Testimony in behalf of the attainments
and cause of the Reformation, against all that is
contrary to sound doctrine and the power of god-
liness.

6. A practical adorning of the doctrine of God
onr Haviour, by a life and conversation becoming
the gospel, together with due subordination in the

Lord, to the authority of the Synod of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Chuoreh in North America,



FORMULA OF QUERIES
TG BE FUT TO

MINISTERS AND RULING ELDERS

AT

ORDINATION.

—le—

1. Do you acknowledge the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments to be the word of God?

2. Do youn acknowledge the doctrines of the
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Catechisms
Larger and Shorter, and Reformation Princi-
ples Exhibited, the Testimony of the Church,—
as embodying, according to the word of G::rd
the great prmmplcs of the Covenanted Pre:,hj,-
terian Rl:f'ﬂrmﬂtmn, to the maintenance of which
this Church is obliged by solemn covenant en-
oaoements?

3. Do you acknowledge that the Lord Jesus
Christ, the only Rede:em{rr and Head of his
Church has appointed one permanent form of
[’LLILbldbtlﬂcll government; and that this form is,

by divine right, Presbyterian?

4. Do you acknowledge that public, social
covenanting, upon proper occagions, is an ordi-
nance of God; and that such moral deeds, wheth-

er ecclesiastical or civil, are of continued obliga-
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tion, as well upon thoze represented in the taking
of them as upon those who actually covenant,
until the ends of these be effected?

5. Do you approve of the faithful contendings
of the Martyrs of Jesus, and do you recognize as
brethren, all in ev ery land, who maintain a Scrip-
tural Testimony in behalf of the attainments and
cause of the Reformation, against all that is contra-
ry to sound doctrine and the power of godlmess?

6. So far as you can know your own heart, is
it the glory of God, and the edification of the
Church, and not any selfish object, that moves
you to undertake the sacred office of Ruling Elder,
[or Minister!]

7. Do you promise, in the strength of divine
erace, to rule well your own house—to live a holy
and exemplary life—to wateh faithfully over the
membeérs of this Church—to exhort with meekness
and long-suflering—to visit the sick and afflicted,
—and to attend punctually the meetings of the Ses-
sion, [or Presbytery,] and of the superior judica-
torics, when called thereunto, judging faithfully
in the house of God?

8. Do you promise subjection to this Session,
[or Presbytery,] and to the superior judicatories
of this Church, in the Lord, and engage to follow
no divisive courses from the doctrine and order
which the Church has solemnly recognized and
adopted?—And do you further promise to submit
to all that brotherly admonition which wyour
brethren may tender you in.the Lord?
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