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ADVERTISEMENT.

A THEOQRETICAL investigation of the system of revealed reli-
gion is of importance to sewtle the faith and direct the practice of
Christians.

Sensible of this, the author of this discourse, since his connection
with his present pastoral charge in New-York con:menced, has been
in the habit of devoting the evenings of the Lord’s day to discussions
of the leading subjects of divinity, in what appeared to him to be the
most regular order.

In the prosecution of this system he has delivered to the church int
Chamber-street four discourses upon the mediatorial kingdom of his
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Of these, the one now offered to the
public was the third. Those under his pastoral care have requested
him to publish it, m,i.thh their request he thought it his duty to
comply. If it shall prove the mexn or establishing their confidence
iv. their Saviour, and of increasing their diligence in the advancement
of his kingdom, he shall have cause to rejoice, yea, and he will se-
Joice.
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MISSIAH,
RULER OF THE NATIONS.

REv. 1. 5. _
Jesus Christ—the Prince of the Kings of the earth.

THE Church of Christ 18, comparatively, a small so-
ciety. Those who were given to the Son, in order to be
redeemed by his blood, and sanctified by his spinit, are
really a great multitude, which no man can number; but
the sincere followers of the Lamb, at any period since
the publication of the gospel, when compared with the
wicked of the world, are a very little flock.

In the church men are connected upen principles dif-
ferent from those which usually lie at the foundation of
human associaticns. The laws of this society, the punish-
ments annexed to disobedience, and the means of defence
which the members use, are all spintual. Christians, never-
theless, consider themselves under okligations to sacrifice
all earthly considerations to the intercst of religion. The
visible church has, consequently, a tendency to absorb
every other interest, and render all other societies subser-
vient to itself. ‘This is observed by the world, and contri-
butes to excite a spirit of hostility to the gospel. The
heathen rage, and the people tmagine a vain thing. T
kings of the carth set themsclees, and the rulers take
counsel together against the Lorp and against his
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arointed, saying, let us break their bands asunder and
cast away therr cords from us.*

Christianity being thus threatened by the constituted au-
thorities of the natipns, can the church in their dominions
escape destruction? Yes! Christ is Prince of the Kings
of the earth. This secures her from ruin, and animaies
the hope of her children.

The Apostle John stood in need of the comfort which
the knowledge of this truth afforded. From his great age,
his public employment, and his ardent zeal, he had ac-
quired ap extensive and painful acquamtance with the
hostility which existed in the breasts of rulers to the cause
of Christ. During the persecution of Domitian he was
banished to Patmos. This island, now called Fatino, is
situated in the Archipelago, on the coast of Natolia, be-
tween the isles of Samos and Nicaria.  Although, at pre-
sent, the residence of the Caloyer monks of the convent
oi St. John, it was then a desert. The lonely inhabitant
of this unfrequented spot, the venerable Apostle, had lei-
sure to mourn over the distresses of the Church of Chnist,
while there was power on the side of the oppressor. Here
he received the revelation, which so clearly describes the
mediatory aythority, and the manner of its exercise over
the nations for the safety of the church.

- Being in the spirit on the Lord’s day, Jesus Christ ap-
pears to him as the faithful and irue witness, the first-
begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the
earth. It is this last character of the Mediator which I
design to illustrate in this discourse. In the words we are
to observe the title given to Messiah, a Prince—and the
character of lis subjects, Kings.

A Prince is 2 member of the royal family; but apxw,

? Psalm ii. 1-=3.
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the word in the original text, is more: it is one who is him-
self a ruler. Sensible of this, our translators have gene-
rally rendered it ruler throughout the New Testament.*

The subjects of this Ruler are the kings of the earth,
in their official chavacters. Basiws is not a personal de-
signation, nor is it confined to the chief magistrate of &
monarchical or despotic government. It would be a per-
version of scripture and of common sense to affirm that
nations governed by kings were ruled by the Mediator,
while of other forms of government he took no notice.
It is moreaver to be observed, that it was in his mediatory
character Christ appeared to the Apostle John. In this
character he describes him as the taithful and true witness,
the first-begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the Kings
of the earth. From these words the following truth
proposed for discussion:

Christ, as Meduator, rules over all the nations of the
earth.

I shall endeavour,

I. To confinn this doctrine; and, in order to do so,
recourse must be had to the sacred scriptures. These
are they which testify of Christ. To revelation alone
we are indebted for our knowledge of the system of
grace, and of the mediatorial character. The efforts of
unassisted reason would never have discovered the great
mystery of godliness. No; not fiom a view of the
natural world; for the human iatellect is not able to
trace any necessary conncction between creation and the
redemption of sinners by a Mediator: nor from the dis-
pensations of Providence ; for although these are ali sub-
servient to the system of grace, the connection is too
- mysterious to be ascertained by the mind, without super-

sawral ad.  In the Bible we have a sure word of pro-

® Luke viii. 41, Jobn i 1. Acta iv. 8, &c.
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phecy, to which we do well that we take heed. Having,
submitted to its authority, we must embrace all the doc-
trines explicitly taught in it, and employ our powers of
1rgasoning in deducing inferences from its established
axtoms; for when such deductions are legitimate, they are
of divine authority. If the evidences of scripture declara-
tions, and of fair inferences from scripture premises, be
admissible, I shall not have great difficulty in proving the
doctrine of the proposition. ‘

1. There is a moral fitness in the mediatorial person to
be the Governor among the nations.

. Ciyil society, under whatever form of visible govern-.
ment, cannot be managed, as it respects the system of
created being, by a more suitable character than Messiah.
An appeal to the ccmmon sense of men about the quali-
fications of a legitimate authority, and to the sacred oracles
about the person of the Mediator, will settle this point.
And if it shall appear that the King of Saints is morally fit
to be King of Nations, we shall have good reason to con-~
ciude that he does officiate in that capacity.

He who may lazwfully be invested with authority over
moral agents, individually or collectively, must, of neces-
sity, posscss a due measure of wisdom, of energy, and
of moral excellency. Without intelligence, none is ca-
pable of governing rational creatures. Common sense
rejects the authority of an ass or an idiot. Wiinout
power to cxecute the purposes of wisdom, governmzut
would be a nuliity. Authority, without ability to act,
would be contemptible and useless.  And however exten-
sive the intellectual capacity, and enecgetic the arm of the
ruler, without he also possess a moral disposition, he can-
not be recognized as the governor of moral agents. The
greater his natural endowments of kncwledge and physical
torce, if he be destitute of benevolent pruiciple, the more
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iian‘gerous and destructive will be his authority. Com:
mon sense would shridder at a proposal to have a malicious
spirit, a devil, to be the ruler of moral agents, the chief
magistrate of any civil society. It is, moreover, proper,
that the occupant of the chair of state among any people
be united to them by natural ties, by sympathy, and by a
participation in thcir troubies.

All these qualities are concentrated in Messiah. He is
tlothed with every divine attribute. Iis are wisdom in-
finite, power almighty, and moral excellency supreme.
He is God. He is also man. Fe is our brother. He
has a special interest in men. He has a fellow-feeling of
our infirmities. As God, he had a perfect knowledge of
what we are, what we feel, and what we desire. But the
Mediator has a knowledge which, as God, he could not
have possessed—an acquired, an cxperimental knowledge
of the human nature, and of all its sinless pains and in-
firmities. Astonishing thought! The Son of God learned
obedience by the things which he suffered.* Say, then,
is it not proper that he should be appointed as the King of
kings, and owned universally as the Governor among
the nations?

2. It is necessary that Messiah should rale thé nations;
because otherwise the mediatcrial office would be inade-
quate and :mperfect. -

It would be presumptive in man to afirm that the sys-
tem of grace necessarily lowed from the divine perfec-
tions, while the scriptures unitormly resolve it intc the
good pleasure of Jehovah’s wili: But, adopting for truth
the system of redemption through the btlood of Jesus, we
are capable of pereeiving a necessary connection between
the leading members of that system and the great body.

* Heb. iv. 15.:and v. &
R
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I€ our divine Lord have actually purchased, by his suffer-
ing unto the dcath, those who were given to him by the
Father, it is necessary that he be appointed head over all
things to the church. But more particularly,

First, it is necessary that Chnist have power over the
natinns, that he might commission his ministers to go into
them to preach the gospel. Matt. xxviii. 18, 19. Unless
his authority were paramount to that of the existing go-
vernments, it would have been an usurpation incensistent
with divine perfection to have sent his ambassadors to ne-
gociate with the inhabitants of the earth. And,

Secondly, it would have been ineffectual.  The me-
diatory power to make his people willing could not reach
into any nation over which his authority did not extend.
The kings of the earth have sufficient forces to banish
from their domunions the heralds of the cross; and there:
is enmity in the hearts of men sufficient te reject the gospel
of God, and to render 1ts prexching altogether abortive,
unless the mediatory efhcienicy accompany the ambassadors
of Christ and the message which they bring.

Thirdly ; that Messiah should rule the nations is neces-
sary as the reward of his sufferings. His exaltation is the
rewand of his abasement. He humbled himself, and be-
came obedient unto death, cven the death of the cress.
Wherefore God clse hath highly exalted hom*  Christ,
m his humiliation, was subject to rulers.+ He sat before
them to be tried and judged, and although perfectly inno-
cent, the Loru of life condescended to suffer the sentcnce
of death, passed by an easthly ruler, to be executed upon
hunself. In his exalted state, he must, thercfore, be ruler
m the kingdoms of men; have a right to demand tnerr
submussion to /s authonty, and take such measures as

* Philii. 8, 9. % Isa xlix. 7.
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may secure the fulfilment of all his purposes respecting
them. Itis,

Fourthly, necessary that Immanuel should have power
over the nations and their respective governments, as the
guardian of bis church in the midst of her enemies, and
as the terror of all those who are his foes;* otherwise, his
children might be in a situation in which he could not regu-
late them, and Lis enemies might act with impunity against
him. If magistracy be not subjected to Christ, he has it not
in his power either to convey the special aids of his grace
to pious christians for the discharge of the duties of civil
offices, or to punish his enemies for the most malicious acts
of mal-admimistration. However the personal character
may be under his cognizance, he can have nothing to do
with the ofhcial character. The absurdity of this is too
glaring. Itis indispensably necessary, therefore, that Zion’s
King should ruie the nations, to give efficacy to his gospel,
to reward him for his abasement, and to afford safety to
his church.

3. We may argus the truth of the doctrine from the
promise of Gad to his Son.

The promise cf future good raises our expectatios in
proportion: to our confidence in the veracity of the pro-
miser; and when we have complete assurance of his in-
fallibility, we may certainly calculate that he will perform
his word. Let us hold fast the profession of our faitk
without wavering; for he is faithful that promised.+ The
promiser 1s God. Yes, Lord, Thou spakcst m vision to
thy holy one, and sawdst, I have laid kelp upon one that
< aghty. 1 will beat dowm lus foes before hus face. 1
will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in
g:'zc rivers.  Jle shall cry unto me, theu art my Father,

¢ Psaim cx. I—3. 1t Heb x 35
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my God. Also, I wnll make him my first-born, higher
than the kings of the earth.*

The scriptures uniformly teach us that the Father hath
engaged to place the Mediator on the throne of the na-
tions, upon condition that he shouki become a substitute
for sinners, and make atonement for them. The Son has
fulhilled the condition by his law magnifying services. He
15, therefore, authorized to claim the honour of the most
splendid exaltation. Psa.ii. 8. Ask of me, and I shall give
thee the heathen for thine mheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession. The grant is made
in unlimited terms. And that it is made by God to his
Son cannot be denied by those who have attentively con-
sidered the second Psalm. Whatever allusion it mxgbt
have had to the opposition made io Solomon’s suvcession
to the throne of David, most assuredly a greater than So-
lomon is here. If any shadow of doubt can remain as
to the propriety of this application, it immediately vanishes
before the light of the New Testament. The inspired
wrriter of the epistle to the Hebrews, i. 5. quotes this
Psalm, n order to proye to that pecple, from their own
scriptores, the dignity of the Mediator. For the same
purpose it is quoted in five different places of the New
Testament.+ Jehovah having thus promised to invest the
Mediator with supreme authority, publishes the decree to
the nations. Rulers and judges aie instantly commanded
by him from whom all legitimate authority emanates, to
submit their power to Messiah, under pain of being con-
sidered as rebels, and of receiving the award of the rebel-
lious. Bewise now, therefore, O ye kings; be instructed,
ye judges of the earth. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry,

* Psalm lxxxlx 19, 25, 25, 26, 2.
1 Acts iv. 25. Actsxiii. 33. Heb. 1. 5. Heb. v. & Rev. i 27
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and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled
dut a litile.* The connection between this official exalta-
tion and the sufferings of Christ is clearly displayed by the
prophet. Isa. lii. 12, Therefore will I divide him a por-
tion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong; Decause he has poured out his scul unto death.

4. We have direct evidence in the sacred volume, that
a commission has been actually put into the hands of the
Maediator, authorizing him to rule the nations of the earth.
 The Father has fulfilled his promise to his Son, and
hath put all things under his feet. 1 saw in the mght vi-
sions, and, behold, one bke the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaten, and came to the ancierd of days,
and they brought him near before him. dnd there was
given Aon dominton, and glory, and a kingdom, that
all people, nations and languages should serve him. Dan.
vii. 13, 14. In this chapter we have a view of the great
political movements of the nations ; and of the proper cha-
racter of the Chaldean, the Medo-Persian, the Grecian
and the Roman empires, particularly of the latter under
its anti-christian torm.+ To counteract the influence
which a sight of the aspects of those monsters frowning
upon the church might have had upon the pious mind,
ths prophet s commanded to reveal the vision he had of
the ancient of days, giving an appointment to one like the
Son of man. The ancient of days is Jehovah. The de-
scription is applicable to none other. The one hke the
Son of man is the Mediator. He was made like unto his
brethren. God sent forth his Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh. ‘The appointment given by God to his Son in our

* Psalm ii. 10, 12.

1 This is given under the emblem of four beasts, the lust of which
glad ten horns. Verses 3—8. See Podl, Henry, Newwn, &c. in
ocCo.
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pature cxtended over all nations; and although wve have
no right to expect that the rulers of the earth shall uni-
versally acknowledge Messiah as Lord until the anti-chris-
tian power shall have been abolished, he was crowned
over the empire of the universe, and solemnly proclaimed
King of kings, immediately on his ascension to the Fa-
ther’s right hand, afier his resurrection from the dead;
and he actuaily govemed in this capacity from the period
in which mercy first dawned on ovr guilty world. When
the KOL YEHOVAH ELOH'M,* Jesus the word of
God, was heard walking in the garden, he acted as the
one Mediator between God and man; revealed mercy to
the miserable, procured a suspeasion of the sentence of
death, and upheld the pillars of earth. When he published
the sysiem of grace, the sced of the woman shall bruise
the serpent’s head, he acted in the character of the pro-
phet of the covenant. But the exercise of this office
pre-supposed the exercise ot the office of a priest, and
implied the exercise of that royal authonty, without
which the prophetic office would have been absolutely
incffectual.

Similar to this vision with which Daniel was favoured
while captive in Babylon, was the representation made to
John the Apostk, while 1n his banishment in Patmos.
Rev. v. 1, 2, 5,7. And I saze in the right hand of him
that s:ton tlz,e throae a book, writien within, and on
the back: side sealed with sceen seals. And I saw a strong
angel, prolarming with a ioud verce, Who s worthy to
open the book and to loose the seals thereof.  And one of
the elders itk unto me, IWeep not: beheld the lion of
the tride ¢f Jrladt, the root of Dacd, hath prevailed to
epen the book, and to loosc the scals thereof. And he

* Gou it 8.
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came and took the book out of the right hand of iim that
.sat upon the throne. The purposes of the divine mind,
like a scaled book, remain to be urfolded and exccuted.
These decrees, and the right to execute them, are Jeho-
vah’s. The book is in his hand who sits on the throne.
God seeks an actual administrator of his purposes. Procla-
mation is made, Who is worthy to open the book ¢ Mes-
siah, amidst the approving shouts of mnumerable intelli-
gences, approaches the throne, and receives the important
appointment. 'The Lamb slain, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, receives the book, and looses ali its scals. Who
shall refuse to acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as Prince of
the kings of this earth?

8. Chnist himself afhrms, in positive terms, that he 1s
in possession of authority to rule the nations.

He thus addresses the Father—7Zhou hAast grven him
power ceer all fesh ;* and to his people he announces the
same truth—dU things are delivered to me of my Fa-
ther.t

The scriptures are intended not to mislead, but to direct
our faith. And if they had besn designed to convey the
sentunents for which we are contending, they could not
have exkpressed them in a more pointed manner.

As the Mediator was God, he could not, by becoming
man, bave divested himself of divine attributes.  Although
he voluntarily efitered into a relation inferior to that in
which the Father stood, this did not imply a diminution of
essenual perfection. li the mediatorial character, his per-
son continued omniscient and omnipotent. He necessa-
nily possessed ability to govern the nations; but in this
official capacity he stood in nced of autkority. He had
swaw; (physical power) of himself, but he received 2.5

¢ John xvii. 2 ) 20 SHACE SR
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(moral power) from God. Matt. xxviii. 18. ¢ Jesus came
and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth.” Perfect credit is due to these
words. Jesus, about to step into the heavenly throne,
utters them in the hearing of his aposties.  Authority un-
bounded over all creatures in heaven and in earth is given
unto him by God. The crown of the nations shall flourish
on his head; for he is exalted far above all principaiity,
and power, and mught, and dominior, and cvery name
that i1s named, not only in this world, but also tn that
which is {o come.*

6. Secverai additional witnesses appear to attest the
truth of this doctrine.

The Holy Spirit, faithful ministers, the whole body of
the church, the angels of light, and the united voices of
all creawcres, proclaim this truth—*¢ The Mediaior rules
the nations of the carth.” Let us attend to their respective
testimonies.

The Holy Spirit is a distinct person of the godhead, and
he 15 a distinct witness for the person and character of the
Mediator. 1 Johnv.7. * There are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the Weord, and the Holy Ghost,
and these three are one.” To the Spinit is particularly
ascribed the inspiration of the writers of revelation; and
what the inspired writers teach is especialiy the testimony
of the Spirit of Truth. Holy men of God spake as they
ware rioved by the Holy Ghost.+ We have seen what the
Father personally has done in exaling Messiah over the
nations; we have heard what Jesus posinvely asserted
about his own authority ; and we shall now produce the
testinony of a third infallible witness to the same fact.
Psa. viil. 6. “ Thou madest him to have dominion over the

*Tphon el $ 2 Pet.i. 21
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works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under hia
feet.” Heb. ii. 8. “Thou hast put all things in schyece
tion under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection
under him, he left nothing that s not put under him.” 1If
the nations and their rulers be any thing, they are put under
the feet of Chnst. A proposition, universal as it respects
the sysicm of created existence, admits of no exception,
And as the witness is infallible, we cannot innocently re-
ject his testimony. Unless we make the Holy Ghost 3
har, in refusing to embrace the doctrine which he advances
respecting the Mediator, we shall recoguise Jesus as Prince
of the kings of the carth.

Revelation introduces other characters alsa who joyfully
testify their confident belief in the doctrine of Chrnist's
headship over the nations. Rev. v. 8, 9. “ And when he
had taken the book, the four beasis and the four-and-
twenty elders feli down before the Lamb, and they sung a
new song, saying, 1hou art worthy to take the book and
to open the scals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast re-
deemed us to God by thy biood, out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation.”

The four living creatures, Feas;a {us, are all the faithfol
wunisters of Ghrist.  The four-and-twenty elders are the
united congregations of the Old and New Testament saints.
All who were redeemed by the blood of Jesus, whether
officers of the visible church or private christians, confess,
in their songs, the extent of the mednatory authority over
the politcal movements of socicty; and the connection be-
tween the exaltation and the sufferings of their Redeemer.
They celebrate his praises with joy. The sealed book,
delivered to the Head of the Church, alihough it inmyme-
chately respected the events which succeeded the publica-
tion of che gospel m the Roman Empire, necessarily coan-
veys the idea thut Messiah had authority ta over-rule all

C
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mations, in all ages, as well as during the period of time
which exists between the commencement of the New Tes-
tament dispensation and the eni of the world.

While the Church of Christ on carth sets to tAeir seal
that God 1s trwe, in believing the testimony which be has
given them of his Son, in his kingly as well as in his
prrestly office, the Church in glory is joined by the ang=is
in celebrating the prasses of the Lamb wupon the throne of
the universe.

‘The unbodied spirits, which have long enjoyed the di-
vine presence, are deeply interested in those ‘works of
God which come within the sphere of their extensive ob-
servadon.  When the foundation of the carth was hid,
the morning sars shouted for joy. When the corner-
stone of the building of mercy was laid in the constitution
of the mediatorial person, the angels rejoice; and at the
incarnation of whe Son of God, they Light upon the earth,
mingle their songs with those of the shepherds, and wel-
come the Babe of Bethlehem to the world. These minister-
ing spints are at his service on earth; on the moming of
his resurrection they cheerfully attend himr; they accom-
pany him in his ascension to his Father’s throne ; and them-
sclves obedient to this exalted character, ¢hey ascribe to
him all power and dominion over the nations of the earth.
And I heard the voice of many angels round about the
throme, saying, with a lond voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was sloin to reccrve power, and rickes, and homour,
and glory, and blessing. Thus do the angels when they
gee him receiving the sealed book. It is on the same oc-
casion that the enited acclamations of all other creatures
evidence theit assent to the doctrine taught in this discourse.
And every creature which s m the heaven, and on the
earth, and vnder the earth, and such as ere in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and
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Aonowr, and glory, and power, be unto hvm that siitelk
wpon the threne, and unto the Lamb for ever und eser.
Fach, according, te his capacity, is made to acknowledge
this truth. Whatever may be the present views of rational
creatures, there is a day coming when none can deny that
Jesus is Lotd of Lords. But let us consider,

AI. The acts of his adminstration.

Being invested with aunthority over the nations, the
Messiah now governs them. The character of his admi-
nistration canaot fail to be good and interesting to man.
It is, indeed, impossible to enumerate all the cfficial acts
of the Prince of the kings of the earth; but we may ake
a general and cursory view of them.

1. The Mediator executes the divine purposes respect-
ing the nations.

The ongin, the progress, and the dissolution of na-
tional associations and goverumeats, and every accompany-
ing circumstance, were fore-ordained by him who worketh
allthmgsaftcrthecounselof his own will. Not a mo-
‘tion or a change in the physical or moral world which he
did not foresee, and to which he did not give a place in
his eternal arrangements.

Some nations have had their origin ia rapine and blood;
cthers have gradually ascended to eminent rank and poweg
from small and contemptible hoginnings. Distunct em-
pives have aris-u from the contentions of belligerent na-
tions—have comme aced in revolutions—have becn found-
ed in usrrpanon~-or have been formed by the general
consent of a certain porticn of mankind associating under
a consttution of their choice. But, however various the
proximate causes which have contributed to the formatjon
of different governments, none of them could act inde-
pendently of the grest First Cause.

All the subsequent steps of the national government are
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2o provided for in the decrees of the Eterna..  Before he
Jaunched the vessel of state upon the ocean, he determined
she disance, and all the circumstances of the voyage.
The cownsels of rulers—tiic wars into which they enter—
the management of their interior and exte ior relations—
all their transactions—are absolutely deperdent on the di-
vine agency, and under the management of his provi-
dence.

God t1th ako appointed the time of the: fail of empires.
In his calendar, are marked the hour: of dissolution,
agmblytowhcheveqmmnmhvemdm All
the agents engaged in aitering and ove turning govem-
meats ave dependent op God for their being, their motions
andactions; and all these, and all their consequences, Ayve
found a place in the purposes of his minl.

In point of actual administration, the Mediator executes
all these purposes. The Redecmer of the: Church actually
tmbruces all amangements respecting the nations, in dis-
<harging thefncmofhsoﬁoeskmgofkmgsmd
Lord of lords. The Father Acs given &0m power over ol
Hfesk, and Ras delrvered all ikings wnte kis hand.*

To illustrate this truth, and to comfort the church with
R, Bthcdcs:guofagmtpanofthcmvdauoaglvato
Jobn.

Chrsst opens the seals of the book given to him by the
Father. He coaducts the administation of providence
accordmg to the ducrees of God.  Upon the opening of
those seals, causes and effects appcarmarcgularordu
All the instruments employed by Jehovah, in the establish-
ment, management and dissolution of national govern-
ments, come to view in the regular succession of times
and events.

* John xvik 2 Matt. xi. 27,
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The dechine and fall of the Roman emgpire; the avages
of the Sc. .cens and of the Normans ; the commencement
and destruction of the Ottoman power; the rse, progress
and downfal of the papal authonty, 2nd of the Faropman
governments connected with the antichristian system, and
the relation which all these celestial movements have to
the Church, Christ reveals to ws by hs servant John,
shows that they are absolutely under ms management, and
that, after he has shaken and overturaed all the thrones of
iniquity, he will confer the greatness, the kingdom 2nd
 the dominion under the whoie heaven, upon the sawnts of
the Mast High.®

2. Messiah opens a door among the nations for the in-
troduction of his gaspel.

To the syseem of grace the kingdoms of thns world are
opposed. Every unregencrate heart s enmity aganst God.
This comity pervades every relation intc which they enter,
and characterises cvery act whach they performa. A so-
oayafmd\dnncmaambunondm
against Jehovah. Thewr national policy especially mani-
fests this. In the constitution of thewr authonties they
discain divine direction. Hos. wau. 4. * They have set
up kings, but not by me; they have made princes, and I
knew it not.” Govermnents, thus comstituted without
the divine zpprobation, reccive from the prnoce of the
power of the air the sanciicn of their authonity. Rev.
xii. 1—3. “ And I saw a beast rise up out of the sea, hav-
g seven heads and ten horus, and upon his homns ten
crowns; and the dragon gave him his power and his seat,
and great autaonty; and all the world wondered after the
beast.”” Governments, thus sanctioned by satan, and de-
nving authonty from kim, faithtully serve this usurpng

* Revelations from the 6th to the 20th chaprer.  Dan. vil 18
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advermary. Power was groen Arm fo wake war on iAe
samts; end ali that dwell en the carth shell worship him,
whese memes are nol wriiten n the book of bife.

Such is the state of the nations, and the character of
their policy: but the Frince of the kings of the earth »
thesr superior. He baffies their counsels; he serves himself
prane ham ; and their exertions, orir-ruled by hwa, shall
open 3 door for the intruductiva of the ygospel ammong
them. |

The Mediator, declaring that all power on carth is his,
Matt. xxvii. 18. commissions his messengers 0 enter
every nation, and, clad = sparitaal armour, to display hus
bananer among them. He accompanies them—ZLo 7 em
A you elxays, coen unio the end of thc world. He
prepares the way for thewr cntrance by openng a great
and effectcal door, and constantly encourages them, by
announcing, in the clearest manner, his nght and hw
power to ruie the nations i the exercre of the mediato-
mal affice. Rev. tin 7, 8. These shings smith Ae that i
Aely, ke that is trwe, Ac that Aath the key of Dund, e
inat opencth axd wo man stwiteth, and shuticth and no
wan opencth. Behold I Axoe set before thee an cpen doer,
and 2o wmex can shut it

3. He calls their subjects into his kingdom of specal
grace.

Such is the authatity of the Mediator over the govern-
menss of the mations, as to entitle hwn not only to send
his ministers into their dominions, but alse to take those
over whom they rule uader his protectior, and enbst them
under his banner. The gospel, the rod of his strength,
he sends out of Zion; his spint he seads along with it;
and thus he gathers together those whom the Father hath
aiven him from among the mations. He makes them wil-
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Rng to serve him; and although he permits them to con-
tinoe i wch external relations as were in themselves
lawfal, and not cicumbered with conditions nconsistent
with allegiance to himself, b makes them semsible that
there is no concern or business incident to hmucmity, either
in an individual or coll=ctive capacity, which the pnacipes
and motives of christianity ought net to pervade and go-
vern.

Whenever it suits the designs and the policy of govern-
ment to oppose, by force, the reduction of such pnnciples
to practice, the Head of the Church makes the arm of the
persecutor the mean of Giscovering to the world the power
ot his grace in supporting the persecuted; and weapons
of destrection, i opposition t© the mtenticas of those
who use them, 3¢ made instramental in spreading the
gospel on carth, by scattering its faithful votaries, and of
mtroducing into endless happiness the martyrs of his cause,
sealing with their tlood the testanony which they held.
Paul persecuted s carried in chaios to Rome, and proves
the wsiroment of mcreasing the number af the disciplcs
of our Lord.  From the houschold of blood-thirsty Nero,
the reigaing esaperet,® converts are made to christianity;
and if the coraged tyrant wrested from the apostle’s hand
the trampet of the gospel, the Ruler even of tyrants
placed m it the harp of glary. The memorable =ra of
the Protestant Reformanon affords fail evidence thatall the
cunning, and all the power of antichrist, was insufhcient
to over-rule the purpost cf Christ, of wcreanng the num-
ber of huis faithful subjects, by calling them from their
allegiance to those kings who had agreed to give thex
power unto the beast, and of enlisting them as coursgeous
voldiers under the banner of the true cross.

*Pal.w B
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This subyect, brethren, whach my heart indhtes, is » good
matter: T speak of the things touching the King.  Oh that
my tongue wete as the pen of 2 ready writer ! Gird thy
swand upon thy thigh, O mwst aaghty | amd in thy ma-
festy ke progpervusiv, becawse of treth, aud meekncss,
and mghtvouaness,.  Thine arrows are sharp m che heart
of the Ring's enemies.  The people tall under thee. 1y
throwe, O Gad, s ke oves and ever.  Tiwe soopere o thy
Ringdoen i a nght sepive. Psa. xlv. 1—a,

2. Masiah, n his sdmnsmiton of the government
over the manony, sows onkers o carthiv rulers, descnptive
of the maneer wm whnch they are to bohave with respect
te his Church,

"The Charch of Chrst = a2 kiagdom not of thes workd,
but the kingdoms ot the warkl are bovnd to recugone xs
exwtence.  To pretend ignorame of its exstence  would
be hypoerny w the tukers ot a b eaoving the hght ot
the gwpel st et o take such an mporant crcum-
SMINCE INEC I0CVUE, 1 thew plane of governmet, \mld
arwe excuatle rorame of the first prmeiples of
rpraknee,  The wine pobteizn calewlares e ait thc
actaal and cventaal relinoms oF sooxte, qives w5 dee
weight B0 every circunutance, ad, without a clear vew
of the whale grownd, whakover may be hasoargner, e
vt e nvapalNe of uacha g it 2 ropes toaeewr the
high detxs of e offve oF 3 ctel govera. A grecabl
AR RN SRR T RIERR W2 oouminy where

3 S S S e WA Sy el PRV v the same
woarner & v ach thing el 1k enstence o the
Chmaaa CHarth & & Bt o 0 Jet dodoreey, aad of
M IR ARG T RAnE R TN RRnse o wenals and poiiay,
WY TONE T IASNERD DS ANNN My e Toeey o DN amd
| I O N TS S N O I R A Lt

T . “~. o ~ - N
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had over been introduced imto i, it would be wicked to
an extremne: it would be direct rebellion agast the ae-
thority of God.  Px2. i, 10, 12. Be wise now, therefore,
O ve Liags: be istructed, ve judges of the carth. Kise
the Som, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way.

Pharach raised Joscph from a dngeon to the drst ofice
that every subject should bow the kaee before the exaleed
Hebrew.  Jchovah has rased Jesus from the grave toa
throne in beaven. Epd. i 20, 21.  He raisad lum from the
dead, and set ham at his own ngiht hand m the heavenly
places, fir shove all principality, 1od power, and might,
and domwon. The Medator, thus exalved over the baghest
grades ot creadure authority, Jeomands ot all s subyects to
bow the kaece betore hum. He requares of the powers
wehich are saened in this warld, thet in theie adioal starions
they woukd ronee smpedzecs:s 10 the picgress of relon,
aend avend pretectiaie 0 bhis charch,

It chrsuamty be at all vahambie. the yoaral difunen of
s pnaciples mast de caicelazal 0 advance mdivadual and
socal happeness ; amd & these are obsecs worthy the -
entoe of the civil magstrate, & 5 his duty t wme cvary
exertoa tor the removal of cbstacies to thewr mtrodecton.
Coeroca, mdeed, may mewr be wal m arder w0 make
his subrects relagwus; Dat & mar and must be wed m
ONET 10 SUPPISSS WRBIRARAY, prophancncss and biaspheary
and W™ ORRY W remcwe iy monwmcnts of Aohaty Siven
S land

X o the dety of e cavx rsier also 0 prosect the charch,
ami  afond her supexvt.  Ihe practaal application of
s peomet mest, adeel, be rogalnal n some degeee
by axsarg anveTstecs: bt 0 et 2 caurdy frem
ST A ot woekd e a uuaraton of bostlines
Sos OGN The rgaage & & codxct s, BesR
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net kiss the Son. Divine revelation describes the character
and the duty of the civil ruler. and points cut the connec-
tion which his administration is to have with the church.
“ He that ruieth ever men smust de just ruling s the
Jear of God. Rwders are wot a terrer to good wovks,
but v the codl. He ss the mamster of God io thee far
geed—a revenger to execuic wrath wpons Aum that docth
ooel. Thus saith the Lovd, Kings shall b thy mursing
Sathers, und quecns thy mrsing wmothers: Tley shall
bow down to thee with thetr face toward the earth.
They shall not d¢ ashamed that wait for me. Thou shalt
also sk the ik of the gentics, and shalt suck the
dreasts of kings; d theu shalt kvow that I the Lord
am thy Sevieur and thy Redeemer, the nughty ane of
Jacod.® This hanguage is strong, copious and decwive. It
anncunces the will of Messiah, as to the manner in which
worldly govermn:uts are to treat the church.  We have
examgples of their having done 30, and of their having met
that whack was right in the sight of the Lovd. He re-
awoed the high places, and brake the rmages, and cut
down the Sroves; and the Lird was with Avm, and Ae
prospered whithersoeser Ae weni.+

5. The King of nations over-rules the disobedience of
governments, and renders ali national acts subservient to
his owa glary and the church’s good.

National socicties, as well s individualy, often oppose
the clearest dictates of God’s law. They refuse obedence
to the Mediator. But whether they will serve hum or not,
he will secvs himself by them.  They may be rebellious,
but not with impunity. His counsel shall sand. The
wrath ot man shall praise him. ‘Thewr plans and thew

* 2 Sam. xxuk X Rom. xiid o, & s alix. I3 and ix A&
1t 2 Kingsavia. 3, 4, 7.




(i)

forces, their ambitio: and thexr usurpetion, their wars and
their treaties, recerve from his invinble 2gency a direction,
prove serviceable to his purposes. 2:d shall really fulfil his
decices. ‘Tue most daring consperacy s the provinces of
the mediatorial empire caly serves to discover the encrgy
of the arm of gorernment im its suppression. * The shackds
of the carth are his. By him kings reiga and princes de-
cree justice.  In order to fulfil his wil, he puts it ko the
heart of the kings oi the carth to agree, and o give thew
power into the deast.” Notwithstandwg, nc weepoy
formed agawst Zion shall presper.  All things shall co-
operate for the good of the church.  All things are undex
his feet.  He rules in the midst of enemies,

€. In the administration of his goverament, Chnst pu-
awhes the powers of the carth for the neylect of thew
duty.
are not the less cimioal on that account. His plans he
will not sutfer his creatures to-derange; therefore he ren-
ders their efforts subservient to them.  The unpiety of
their purpaoses, and the wickedness of their actwons, he
nevertheless does not evciigok, but calls to ar account all
his encmics, high or low, nch or poor. * Kinge and
judges shall perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled
but a little.” The Meditor not only adminsters cove-
nant blessings to s church, but he also dispenses the cup
of Jehovah’s wrath to the wicked. The plagues and the
pains, the disappointrments and the distresses, which the
high and the powerful expenence, are from Messiah, Ife
shall strike through Kings, tn the dey of his wrath. He
shall pudge ameng the heathen, Ae shall i the places with
e a@cad Wocies; ke shall wound the keeds over many
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couniries.*  All the instruments of the Lord’s indignation
are in his hand.

‘L he fiery coals of the altar he scatters for the punishment
of those who refute to submit to him. With tyrants as
with a scourge, he lashes the disobedient populace. The
eartiquake of revclotions swallows the thrones of despats.
With the whirlwmd of war he sweeps away like the chaff,
the deluded slave,and the ambitious ruffian who have hired
themselves “ to commit deeds of blood in order to secure
success to schemes of imquity.”  He shell remove the dia-
dem, and teke off the crown ; exelt Avm that 1s low, and
adase hom that s high. He shall overturn, overturn,
overturn, and 1t shell be mo rore, until Ae comme whose
right 1t 15, and Ae ll groe 1t Aim. v

Having thus endeavoured to prove that the medito-
ral character is king of natiors as well as king of saints.
and having presented to your view some of the acts of his
admustration, we shall proceed to consider the objections
which tome professed christians may offer against placing
the crown f the nations upon the head of Immanuel.

HII. Examuaton of objections.

After sach evidence as has been given in the scriptures
to the truth for which 1 now coatend, it must be viewed
asa sipgutar phenomenon: in the religious world, that chrs-
mansare to be found who retuse this honour to their divine
Lord. Are there then any, who decttinally tear from Mes-
siah’s head the crown cf the nations ? Alas! there are. This
prizciple has been thought calculated to draw after it con-
=quences which it would be unsafe to grant. Various ob-
jections kave therefore been offered to it; and repeated
warmings have been given from the press and the pulpi, to
beware of embracing this doctrine. It is not, however,

* Psa.cx. 3, & t Eeckl axic 26,
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® any particular publication that 1 shall refer in the pre-
eent discussion. My sole object is to show the truth ns-
g triumphant from the stroke of error.

OsjEecTiON 1. ¢ The Medanator, ss such, is distinct from
God. To ascribe to Christ the government among the
oations, is to exclude Jehovah from the throoe, or re-
duce him into the state of an dle on-looker.”

Answer. This subject, as well as others whach treat of
the relations of divine persons to one ancther, must, of ne-
cessity, be of d:fficult exposition or comprehension. In the
system of grace, we have a revelation of ¢ ctrines which
infinitely transcend all the powers of man to disccver
withoutits aid: And even, when revealed, although ac-
credited upon the divine testimony, we cannot completely
compreliend al! the circumstances with which these sublime
mysteries are sarrounded.  There are three disinct persons
i the unity of the divine essence. In this there is no ab-
surdity. We bclieve it upon the divine testunoay, but to
explain the eternal generation of the Son, or the processon
of the Spint would be impossible.  And although we do
not undertake to explain precisely the manner in which
three divine and disunct persons distnctly wi, ard dis-
unctly act, m creation, providence and redemption; we
are at no loss to show, that the principle contended for in
this discourse does not increase the difkculty, or lead to
absurdity. Nay, that the objection now under consider-
ation will prove too much ¢ it have any weight, and 1s
consequently to be rejected a. mvolving a manifest incon-
sistency.

I grant to ycu, my brethren, that the mediatorial office
1s disunct from the essential perfections of the godhead ;
but you wiil also grant, that the officer himself is Jehovah.
By the assumption of the human nature into a personal
union with divinity, though the mediatory cbaiacter be
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distinct from the divine, the mediatory person, and the se-
cond person of the Trinity is but one and the same. To
ascribe to Christ, therefore, in his mediatorial character the
government of the nations, is not to introduce a distinct
person into the throne, but to declare the character in
which the Son of God now rules in the kingdoms of men.
This is not liable to your objection. There is no change
of person. There 13 not cven an exclusion of character;
for all divine attributes belong to Messiah. “ Although the
word was made flesh, the word was God, and so wa+ and
continueth to be both God and man in two distinct na-
tures and one person for ever.” You may as well ar-
-gue, that a work ascribed to the Son necessarily excludes
the agency of the Father and the Holy Spirit; and, conse-
quently, that the first and third persons had nothing to do
with creation, as affirm, that the ascription of an act o
‘Messiah excludes the agency of Jehovah.

Again, upon the principle of your objection, the Media-
tor cannot be the King and Lawgiver of his Church, be-
cause this would also exclude Jehovah from among his ran-
somed sons and daughters. I need not attempt to convince
you, that this is not the scriptural view of that subject.
God reigns in Zion.  You believe that he does.  Without
any disparagement to the divine character, without sup-
posing Jehovah an idle observer of the church’s concerns,
you adopt the principle, that Christ is head of the church,
and will not hesitate to join his family 1n their address to
him, ¢ the Lord is our king, the Lord is our lawgiver, he
will save us.” Why then will you say. that to proclaim
Messiah king of nations would be to thrust Jehovih from
his thione. God reigneth universally. Jesus sits at his
right hand. e also reigneth over the chuich, and over
the nations.

Christ himself, in order to anticipate every objection
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of this kind, taught, while on earu, that his agency, even
in the state of voluntary abasement into which he entered,
did not militate against the constancy of his Father’s work-
ing ; nor did the Father’s agency about the very same ob-
ject imply the Son’s idleness—my Father worketh hither-
to and I work.*

OsjecTioN II. ¢ The distinction between the church
and the statz cannot be supported, if the kingdom of Jesus
includes both ; but in opposition to his own declaration,
“ my kingdom ts not of this world.” These distinct So-
cieties would be blended together to their mutual injury
and destruction.” -

AnsweR. The charch has had a long and painful expe«
rience of the evils accompanying an improper connection
with civil government.  Sensible of this, men have endea-
voured to correct it, and, as it is gencrally the case, 2t the
abolition of a complex system, truth was discarded as well
as error. The idea has become prevalent, that civil rulers, as
such, have no nght to recognize the Christian systert, and
that the charch, as sach, has nothing to do with politics :
And as the only fum foundat'on on which this new system
might be erected, the more determined part of its espousers
have refused to acknowledge Messizh as king of nations.

What force there may be in this objection, the following
observations tend to show.

1. * Christ’s kingdom,” whether as understood of the
visible church, or of the nations, “is not of this world.”
Both are # the world. Both are ruled by him on earth.
His authority is, however, from above ; it is paramount to
all earthly power, and for the exercise of it, no creature has
a right to call him to an account.  This textt confirms
the doctrine of Christ’s headship over the nations.

* Yohn v. 17. + John xviii. 36.
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The prophes of Israel spoke of Jesus as a king, to whom
all kings must submit or pec™h. Daaicl, particularly, spoke
of him as the destroyer ct the g.eat power of the Roman
empire. Jesus applied those pronies to hinuself. He was
accused theretfore of treason aganst Caesar.  Pilate asks
him, if he were maliv a king. He answers in the afirma-
tive, and in such a manner as appalled the heart >f Pilate
so that he was the more atraid. ¥ ¢ My kingdom is not in-
deed ot the earth. My power is from Jehovah.  Over all
his subjects I rule.  1'c none of them am I accountable.
1 do not ~:droinister the government on worldly principles,
or for worldly ends. No power on carth can prevent my
kingdom from flourishing.”” He who has on his vesture
and on his thigh, a name wrnitten, Aing of kings and
Lord of fords, never could dzny, thathis kingdom extended
over all the naticns of the earth.

2. There are instances of nations having distinct consti-
tutons and laws, existing under the government of one
manarch ;-and if it be possible for a frail and sinful man to
preside over distinct empires, there, certainly, can be no
necessity for destroying the distinction between church
and state, because they ar: under the government of one
glorious Lord. England and Scotland were distinct king-
doms under one monarch, from the year 1603 uaul 1707.
Great-Briain and Ireland continued distinct kingdems
until 1801, |

‘The several states under the federal government arc not
mingled with one another; but, with respect to the rest,
each exercises a distinct sovcreiglxty;“\althougix they all be
wnited under one common head. \ \

If we have so many instances among the nations, of two
or more distinct societies, owing allegiance to one sove-

® Psabxxan UL Dan i $4, 450 Hago it =230 Johm aix. 6=12.
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reign, thers is no aonsistency in teaching the doctrine of
Mcssiah’s he adshi-. uver the nations, with teaching that the
church is to e kept perfecily distuct from the national
society. Na; there is no necessity that they should nser-
miugle, eveu it both should own Jesus as king, and the
members of both be the same. Oue respectable charactes
may be a member of the Missionary Socicty of New.
York, and of the Philosophical Socety of Philadelphia; he
may preside over each of these institutions, and they coas
tinue perfectly distmct.

. 3. There is no possibility of maimtaining the distinction
between church and state, without setting the one in op-
position to the other, but by recognizing this doctrine,
and acting agreeably to its spirit and design.  Allegiance
to the King of Zion, and the Prince of the kings of the
earth, would induce th2 church and state to maintain ther
respecuve constitutions. The visible officers, in order to do
their duty, nust administer the goverament accordiag to
his law; and doing so, poliical and ecclesigtical con-
cerns will not be intermingled. These socicties are dis-
tnct n thewr origin, their end, their afficers, and their
laws.

Civil society derives its ongin from God as the anthot
of nature, butis put under the #2et of the Redeemer, as all
creatures and instititions are, for the sake of his body, the
church. Ecclesiasuc society immediately originates from
Christ as the head of the new creation ; but i, ultimately,
fiom Jehovah, who conterred upon Christ the mediatory
authority.

Civil government 1s instituted for thc purpose of man-
tuning order and happiness among the human family oa
carth, and respects the institutions of christanity, as the
most etfectual mean of ataining this end. Ecclesiastic go-
verameni s instituted for the purpose of preparing the saints

E




( 3¢ )

for future glory, and respecte ithe ordinance of civil go-
vernment, as subsidiary to that grand design, by the pre-
servation of good morals, and suppression of vice.

Civil magistrates, as such, have no right to officiate in
the church ; nor have church rulers any right, by virtue of
their ecclesiastic commissions; to perform the ofhicial du-
ties of the civil autherities,

The law of nature is the rule of the magistrate’s duty,
and embraces the scripture revelation for its illustration
and aid; because it necessarily binds all the subjects of mo-
ral government, to attend to every communication which
the author of nature makes to them of his will. The pre-
cepts, which are supermaturally revealed, are the rule by
which the affairs of the church are to be managed; but the
inductions of reason, and the law of nature, are also in-
cluded, because revelation presupposes their existence, and
- sanctions their authority.

. These necessary distinctions may, and ought to be main-
tained by g} who acknowledge the Mediator as ruler in
the kingdoms of men.

OgjecTioN III. « The gift of the nations to the Medi-
ator is useless. They do not acknowledge hira as their
sovereign, in their constitutions of government; nor do
their established aathorities serve hin- It is dishonouring
to God and to Chnist; to afhirm that Messiah has reczived
power over the nations, since it is evident that the power
of the mations is generally exercised in opposition to the
mediatorial 1nterest.”

AnsweR. Itisa lamentable fact, too well substantiated,
that the policy of the nations has generally proved hostile
to the.religion of Jesus. Christians are, however, not
much surprised at this, nor are their expectations deceived.
No man need hesitate to subscribe to 2 sentiment so cleatly
sanctioned with apostolic, yea, divine authority. All na-
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tions are put under the feet of the Re™  Jer; but the do
not acknowledge him. Heb. ii. 8. £7ou Rast pur 1l
things in subjection under Ais feet. But now, we scz 1 ot
yet akl things pus under him. It is not apparent to u. that

they obey the Lord. His revealed will they assuredly op-
pose. Until the public mind be friendy to the Saviour,

the :xpression of the public will, in national acts, cannot
be directly intended to hionour the Mediator. Christ gave
previous notice to his disciples, that the kings of the earth
would agree in resisting his authomy, for a certain penod
of timc not as yet clapsed. *

~ This fact, nevertheless, does not militate against the
doctrine to which you object. I proceed to show, that
the principle of your objection leads to absurdity, and that
the assertion you have rested upon it is false.

1. This objection would exclude ]ehovah from the
throne. You say, the nations oppose Chris:, therefore he
i not their king. You must also grant, if they oppose
God, Deity does not rule over them. That @8I who op-
pose the Son, oppose the Father, nc christian will deny.
God himself, therefore, if there be any force in the objec-
tion, is not governor among the nations. The scriptures,
happily for the saints, teach otherwise. God reigneth, let
the earth rejoice. All men should honour the Son, even
as they hovour the Father.t

2. The giftisnotuseless. Mea and nations may refuse
obedience to Christ, but they cannot withhold it from him.
‘They can violate his law, but they must fulfil his pur:
poses, They all involuntariiy serve him. The Father
hath said unto him, Rule in the midst of thine cnemies :
fle must therefore reign until all his enemies be scattered.§

* Rev. xvii. 13, 14, 17.
1 Psa. xcvii. 1. Jo{.nv
1 Psa. cx, 2.
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The usurper and the warrior arc i:is servants. The wicked
is the rod of his indignation. Wit this he can punish and
cotrect; afterwards he can burn it in *he fire.

- QsjecTiOoN IV. “ Christ is the 1:.'er of the nations,
but not ir the character of Mediator. - . God, equal with
the Fathc:  his kingdom is universal; (.ot as the Messiah,
he is kin;: suly in the church.”

ANnswiR. Itis not denied that Christ is qualified for the
government of the nations by his being God, equal with
the Father and the Blessed Spirit, in power and in glory.
No mere creature would be competent to the arduous
task. Supreme he could not be, even in Zion, were he
not the Son of God as well as the Son of man. He wonld
wot be a fit prophet, or priest, or king, were he not in his
person omniscient, omnipotent, and infinitely perfect. The
mediatory character is, notwithstanding, distinct from the
godhead. 1t is voluntary and official. The office is not
essential to divinity, but was voluntarily undertaken by the
Son, who ®in this capacity the Father’s servant.* In order
to ascertain the vahdcty of the objection, we must search
the scriptures.  If the power of Christ over the nations be
there represented as belonging to the official character, and
as a conferred gift, then shall it appear that the view I havc
taken of it is accurate, ~
" 1. The scriptures attribute to Jesus Christ, as a part of
the mediatory character, the govermment of the nations.
1t is not denied, that supreme dominion is naturally, and
necessarily, the property of the Son as well as of the Fa-
ther; but it is also ascribed to Messiah as a part of his ex-
altation. The eternal Son, as God, is not capable of eleva-
tion, fro:a a humbled to an exalted state. ‘This honour
belongs to him as our Representative.  So do all the parts

* Isa. xln. 1




( 387 )

of it; and that his headship over the nations is included in
his exaltaticn, and consequently belonging to the offwial
character ~annot be denied without offering vicii: w to
these texts: Eph. i. 20, 21. He raised him fron the
dead, ‘o set him at his right hand 1n the heaveniy pl-es

ar ac e all principality, and power, and might, anc fo-
‘minion, ard every name that 1s named, not only in Jhis
worle, bu also in that which ts to come. Phil. ii. 9, 10,
HWherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and grocm
kim a name, which 1s above cvery name; that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of tlungs R heaven, and
things 1 earth. .

2. The avthority is represented as a gift made to bnq.
Matt. xxviii. 18. AU powcr s grven unto me in heaven
and inearth. Heb. ii. 8. Thou hast pv? all things in sub~
gection under his feet. It is only as Mediator, that Christ
could receive a gift from the Father. As God, all things
were necessarily his own. Blessed Jesus! Hasten the pe-
riod, when the nanons shall acknowledge theets Messiah,
their prince.

OsjecTioN V. “ The power of the Medtator cxtends
over the nations, but he does not generally exercise it.
The Deity alone directs natural causes to their natural
ends. Me:siah never irterferes with the governmert of
the nations, but when it is necessary to alter the order of
nature, and to use supernatural means for supernatural
purposes.

ANswEgR. There is a specious appearance of refinement
in this sentiment, and because it3s novel, it is apt to im-
pose on the itching ear. The eagle-eyed believer, how-
ever, who considers it in the light of truth, instantly per-
ceives, that the principles of the objection are self-destruc-
tive and unscriptural.  Listen, my brethren, while I also
show minc opinion. '
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1. The sentiments of the objection are self-contradic-
tory. You acknowledge the mediatory authority to be pa-
ramount to the powers which rule among men; an« you
grant, that the agency of Messiah actually regulates all
movements which are directed to spiritual and supernatural
ends: < 1t vou nevertheless believe, that in ordinary events,
‘the me liatory character is not concerned. I would remind
you, however, that all things ultimately tend to a superna-
tural and spiritual end? consequently, upon your own prin-
ciples, must be under the direction of the Redeemer.

Will you admit subserviency to the glory of the head of
the church, and the salvation of her members to be a su-
pernatural end? If you neglect this, I am at a loss to find
such an end among all the objects of thought. To this
very end, all things connected with human life are directed.
There is not a single exception. - Inquire of hirn who has
the words of eternal life. The scriptures testify of him.
His word to the church is, Let no man glory in men,
Sor all thirlgs are yours. And we know, that all things
work logether for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.*

2. The distinction you make between the erdinary
course of events and miracles, with design to teach that the
latter only is the effect of the Mediator’s power, is unscrip-
tural.  You would teach, that some things only are put
under the power of Christ. The scriptures teach, that a//
things are placed in that situation. Heb. ii. 8. For n
that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing
that is not put under him.

8. Natural causes, in the production of natural effects,
are also under the direction of the Mediator of the better
testament. ‘These have all an ultimate supernatural end to

* 1 Cor. iii. 21. Rom. viii. 28.
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answer ; and not only in this, but in every st %" to
that end, is the-mediatory eff “ency exercis ...

Nothing is more natural to 0d than the exer.ise f dis
tributive justice. Not to punist sin would be inconsistent
with divine perfection. T'he Judge of all th= earth shall
do right. And the Father himself judzetl o man, but
hath committed all judgment unto the ha ! of the Son.
Yes, Messiah is the judge of quick and Jea-l.  All man-
kind shall be arraigned before the tribuaal of the exalted
Son of man, and from his mouth hear thetr sentence pro-
nounced, and the ground on which it rests explained. All
punishment in this life, and in that which is t-. come, is
inflicted by him. John v. 27. The Father hath given
him authority to execule judgment also; because he 18
the,Son of man.

There are two grand establishments, agreeably to which
God deals with the human family, the covenant of works,
and the covenant of grace. There is no transaction of God
with men individually or collectively, but passes through
the mediuim of the one or the other of these establishments.
Christ is the administrator of both covenants. The fulness
cf the covenant of grace is in his possession. Qut of it
believers receive from him grace for grace. He dispenses
the curses of the old covenant as well as the blessings of the
new. All that remains to be transacted, upon the foot-
ing of the covenant of works, is of a penal nature. The
condition 1s violated; tle promise is forfeiced; and, conse-
quently, the threatening nuwst be executzd. The Father
hath given the Mediato: authority to execute judgment.
"'he whole bond of the covenant of works was put into hrs
hand. He subscribed t\:1s bond, in behalf of his elect,
as their surety. He ha. paid their debt, and administers
to them purchased bletsmgs. Hc exacts payment of the
reprobate in his Fath.t’s name. He arrests them, and
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judges theth, and condemns them. He executes the seni-
tence, and intlicis upon them death etermal.  John v. 28,
£9. Marvel not al this: for the howr is coming, n the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
rexarrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto
the resuriection of damnation. Matt. xxv. 4i. Then
sl e say aiso unto them on the lcft hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, inlo everlasting fire, prepared for the des
vil aied his angels.

You must, therefore, discover, among the movements
of natural causes, and the succession of natural events,
things which have no reference to either covenant, or else
admit that the mediatory power extends to all. O blessed
Father, thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he
might give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

Osjection VI. “The admission of Christ’s headship
over the mations would involve us in 2 dilemma from
which we could not be extricated. If Messiah be King
of nations, and christicns have sworn allegiance to him;
they cannot consistently be in allegiance to any civil go-
vernment which is opposed to the kingdom of Christ.
No man can serve two masters. And yet the scriptures
command every soul to be subject to the higher powers,
and teach that the powers that be are ordained of God.”
Rom. xuii. 1.

- This is an objection with which I have often met. It
appears to be a formidable one; and it has assuredly in-
flueniced many serious minds to call in question the duty
of contending for the doctrine of Chirist’s headship over
the nations, as a part of that faith which was once deli-
vered to the saints. Minds, unused to deep thoughtfulness,
and devoid of accurate habits of discrimination, are shocked
at the sceming inconsistency, and take neither pains nor
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dclight in ascertaining the very truth on this important
subject. Such will have their opinions modified, by edu-
cation, conneciions, interests and worldly honours. It is
difficult to learn, not to confer with fesh and blosd abount
religious truth. In answering this objection, 1 propose to
show that your difficulty cannot. be diminished by embrac-
ing any other hypothesis, and that there is really no -
consistency in this doctrine with the commaud to be sub-
ject to the higher powers.

« 1. The difficulty in which you are involved, by admt-
ting that Messiah rules the nations, will o be diminished
by the supposition; that God, essentially considered, go-
verns them.

My Christian Brethren, you have sworn ailegiance to
God as well as to the Redeemer. You arc baptized in
the mame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Those nations that oppose Jesus, oppose the
Father also. God and Messiah have precisely the sume
friends and the same foes. If your allegrance, ye heirs
of glory, to the rulers of this earth, induces you to
reject the exalted Jesus from the throne of the nations,
vou must, in order to be consistent, deny the government
of the world even to the Father.  Yes, in this case, as
well as in the former, vz cannot serve two masters.

2. It is impossible such a dilemma could exist, as that
you maust neccssanly renounce obedience tc the Prince of
the kings of the earth, or transgress the commands of his
Heavenly Father. God’s precepts arc not contradictory.
Whatever he has appointed is in subserviency to the Me-
diator. Ele does not approve, he cannot sanction with lLis
authority, that government which 1s constituted upon
mmoral principles. To an inmoral constitution he never
shall requirc the obedicnce, theallegiance, the subscription,
or the support of his subjects.

F
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Such powers as oppose God or Christ, are not ordained
of God, m any other sense, than the prince of the power
of the ar, whom they serve, is; nor does God require that
every soul should obey them. The authority which hc .
sanctions, and to which he demands conscientious alle-
giance, is one which is a terror to them who do evil, and
& praise o them wwho do well.* |

Submission to such is submission to God; allegiance to
governiments of a contrary character is rebellion against
Heaven.

God is, however, a God of order, and your weapons,
Christians, are not carnal. Couformity to the general
order cf society is 2 duty, provided this can be done with-
sut violating the divine law.

If this be all that is meant by submission to govern-
ment, there is ne inconsistency in it, with allegiance to
the King of mations. And, perhaps, the conscientious
obedience of the most of men to the powers that be, in-
cludes no more than this, except what arises from mere
selfish principles. You will, huwever, easlly perceive,
that if the constituted authorities of tiie nations are in a
state of voluntary subserviency to the Mediator, they must
have the approbation of Gud, and be entitied o your
faithful and conscientious support: you will perceive, al-
though they be of a contrary description, that for the
sake of peace and order, for the sake of contributing as
much-as possible to the ease and the happiness of society,
and from a spirit of resignation to the Divine Providence,
and in order to make legitimate provision for yourselves
and your relatives, so much conformity ‘to the prevailing:
system as is consistent with the oath of your allegiance to
Messiah, is a duty conscientiously to be practised, although

* Rom. xiil. .
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very distinct from that obedience for conscience sake,
which you would render to the government of your
choice, to the authority which has the sanction of the
divine approbation. And, I trust, brethren, that you will
all perceive that there is no validity in the objections made
to the doctrine of this discourse, and will cheerfully jcin
me in prayer, that our dear Saviour may speedily be
owned as the King of nations as well as the King of
Saints.

Suffer me, before I conclude, tosuggest some corsidera-
tions upon this subject, in order to assist you in the proper
improvement of the doctrine of this discourse.

In this I shall take for granted the truth of it, and sug-
gest some inferences which necessarily flow from 1t.

1. If Messiah be the ruler of nations, civil society, mn its
corstitution and administration of government, should bow
to him and honour him.

For this very purpose he was exalted, that every knee
should bow to him, whether of things in heaven, or ¢f
things on earth.* Man is a moral agent: he is, therefore,
under a2 moral law. His entering into society does not
free him from its obligation; but in that relation he is also
bound to an obedience that is intelligent, active, and volun-
tary. Itis not a negative submission, so as not directly to
declare war against the Redecmer, but a direct, explicit, and
voluntary profession of submission to the Prince of the
kings of the earth, and a firm and faithful course of consist-
ent conduct, that 18 required and expected of civil rulers in
their official capacity. Mere neutrality, were it possible,
would not be acceptable service to an earthly superior. And
shall men, in the formation of their national society, boast
of their neutrality, while Messiah is their Prince? This is

¢ Phil. i 10.
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an insult offcred to Majesty, which the exalted Saviour
cannot admit with impunity from the kings of the earth.
These should be nursing fathers to his church; and
_a‘hhough employed for this purpose, shall they receive
the illegitimate offspring of every malignant adversary to
their equal embraces? Righteousness eralteth a mation,
but sin 1s a reproach to any people. And shall the vicious
and the vile, the debauchee and the infidel, the Maho-
metan and the atheist, receive from you as much counte- .
nance and support, while they go on unsettling the faith
of thousans, unbridling the licentiousness of passion, re-
moving the foundation of morality, and destroying every
motive to benevolence, to ‘piety, and to virtue, as you
shall afford to the ambassadors of the King of kings, and
all the faithful votaries of his gospel, in doing good on
carth, and in preparing men for usefulness here and glory
hercafter? Adwake, awake, put on strength, O arm of
the Lord—Lct the mountain of the Lord’s house be esta-
tished upon the tops of the mountans! Yes, Lord, thou
hast past the decree. The kingdoms of this world shall
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.
AU kings shall fall down before him, all nations shall
serve him.*

2. The ministers of the gaspel are bound in duty ta
demand of the constituted authorities direct obedience to
their King. .

Ministers are ambassadors for Christ. They are com-
missioned by him tc go unto all nations. The Bible con-
tains their instruction—7each them 1o observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you. He has addressed
commands to rulers—Be wise—Kiss the Son: he has
poiqted out their personal and official character—-;just, ruls

* Isa L9, Miciiv.i. Rev.ii 15, Psa. Ixxii. 11
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ing in the fear of God. He has described their relation to
the church—nursing fathers and snothers. And say, ye
ambassadors of the King, will you compliment his enemies
by sacrificing to their prejudices these directions? Wil
you dare to negociate the treaty by holding back any of
the whole council of God? Will you separate his priestly
and his kingly office? The prophets taught salvation in the
name of Jesus; but they conveyed instruction to kings and
all that were in authority. While you profess to love the
dear Redeemer, and lead sinners to his cross for pardon
and peace, will you not exalt him, and demand obedience
to him from the kings of -the earth? God’s word is not
only to be the substance, but it should be the general mo-
del of your sermons. Here are taught the doctrnes of
grace ; but here also, all nature and providence appear full
of God. Remarkable periods of history are observed with
a discriminating eye, the influence of political movements
upon ific church delineated; and the wickedness of agents
directly specified and reprobated, while what is commend-
able is held up for imitation. What would be thought of
the ambassador who would sacrifice, to the prejudices of a
foreign court, the dignity of the government of his native
country ?

Who would negociate without insisting on compliance
with every article in his instructions? Shall you fear the
face of man, and endeavour to act so as not to offend?
Beware of being deceived. Do your duty, leave the con-
sequence to God. You will not grieve the generation of
the righteous. Rise superior to petty party politics. Leave
to the ambitious, and the camally minded, contentions for
places and for pensions. Banish from your intimacy the
unmoral and the irreligious of every political sect. While
you expose the impiety of one, and unmask the hypocrisy
of another, take heéd you are not, even indirectly, serving
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the cause of a third of the samé description. . Stand upon
higher ground than they occupy v:ho contend for the
loaves and fishes. Then shall you act agreeably to your
commission ; then shall the virtuous bear testimony to
your integrity ; the mouths of blasphcmers will then be
shut; your arrows shall sharply pierce the hearts of the
King’s enemies; the people shall be brought in subjection
to Immanuel ; the haters of the Lord shall feign submission
to him, and the saints shall possess the kingdom.

3. It argues despicable pusillanimity ia the disciples, to
see the crown of the nations taken from the Mediator’s
head, and not resent it.

Jesus is your Lord, Christians. He is your Saviour
and your Lawgiver. Jehovah has placed on the head of
your exalted friend and brother the crown of the nations.
But, alas! the nations have endeavoured to pluck it off.
They have publicly, practically, and explicitly declared,
he shall not rule over them.  As far as in their power lay,
they have taken away his glory. But they have prevailed
only apparently; and apparent motions are often retro-
grade, while the moving bodies proceed directly in their
course. Fear not, neither be dismayed. Fight the good fight
of faith; contend earnestlv for the faith once delivered to
the saints. Under the banner of the Captain of your salva-
tion you are certain of victory. Give not up to the plea-
sure of men the doctrine of Christ’s headship.  Strengthen
not the hands of those who relinquish it. For the honour
of your religion ; for your love to the Saviour; for your
desire to further the peace, the order, the happiness of so<
clety ; for your attachment to the memory of the martyrs
whose foot-steps you profess to follow ; for the sake of
defeating the schemes of the grand adversary; for your
love to the divine law, and for your desire to transmit a
faithful testimony to posterity, be vigilant, be diligent, and
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by your conversation, your profession and your prayers,
prepare the way of the Lord, and miake his path straight.
Go through, go through the gates, prepare ye the way of
the people, cast up, cast up the high way, gather out the
stones, lift up a standard for the people. Attempt not the
delusive and vain task of supporting thrones which are to
perish in the day of God’s wrath. Shelter not yourselves
under the wings of an authonty against which the Lord
has decreed destruction, but follow your Saviour among
those who are called; and chosen, and faithful, unul he
shall have overturned the anti-christian empire, until the
Jews shall be brought into the fulness of the gentiles, until
your king shall reign in Jerusalsm, and cver his ancients
gloriously.

“ In his days,” my brethren, ¢shali the righteous dou-
rish; and abundance of peace sc long as the moon endureth.
He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wil-
derness shall bow before him, and his enemies shall lick
the dust. His name shall endure for ever, and all nations
shall call him blessed ; and blessed be his glorious name for
ever and for ever, and let the whole earth be filled with
his glory. AMEN, and AMEN.”*

* Psa. Ixxii. 7.

THR END.






