


"Hold that fast which thou hast, tha t  no man take 

thy crown." Revelation 3 :11. 

This evening, Map 3, 1937, a t  7.45, I finished this little 
labor of love, Within ILS  covers my soul resides, and 
wilI continue to reside long after this irngile, fleshly 
tenement of clay shall have turiietl to  tlust. hIore than 
half a c e i i t u~y  ago, In a village of Pennsylvania, known 
then as  Centre\l~Ile, I accepted the staiidartls o i  t11c 
Iieformed presbyterian Church, and avo\ved my alle- 
glance t o  them, because I believed the~l i  t o  be true. I 
belleve them yet. I have tried t o  say as ~iiucli in t11is 
"brief candle" wl~ich I cherish more than aiiytl~iiig clsc. 
I haire ever done. I11 my heart 1 feel assured that  every- 
one that  loves the Church \ \ r i l l  like the book. 

I t  is not always easy t o  march breast-lor\\~artl. One 
night wl~ei i  I was considerably depressed in spirit, 
wondering where the lnoder~listic drift ~ o i ~ l d  land 115 

all, my hand accidentally, and prov~dentially, over- 
turned an old scrap of paper on which the iollo\\~ing 
lines had been all but illegibly inscribed. They helped 
me then, and 1 like them still. 

"All nrliicl~ is REAL 11ow-remaineth, 
And fadeth never ; 

The hand which upholds it now, sustainei-11 
The  soul for ever. 

I h o w  well, my soul, God's l la~ld controls 
Whate'er thou fearest ;  

Round Ililn in callnest music rolls 
Whate'er thou hearest. 

What  t o  thee is shadow, to  Him is day, 
And the end H e  knowetI1, 

And not on a blind and aimless way 
The  spirit goeth." 



A STUDY STANDARDS 

11- nias once lily privilege-and not so many years ago, 
a f t e r  a]l-to share the blessings of a Com~ii~r~i ioi i  Occasion 

Charles Clyde, \\ll~o \\;as then tlie pastor of our  con- 
gI-egation in Lochiel, Ontario. On the table of his st~1tl)r lay 
t1v.o little volumes. One was tlie Iliad, the other \\!as the 
Odyssey. During the preceding winter, as he \\!as led on to 
say, he liad translated thirteen bool;s of each of these t\\ro 
~iiasterpieces in the a r t  of human exl)ression, ancl liad conl- 
niittecl tlie same to writing in tlie best English lie \\?as a l~ l e  
to con~mand.  As for aids, lie had 1)ut turo-his g r a m n ~ a r  and 
his lexicon. Almost shamefacedly he talked about it, and 
tossed the \\ll~ole affair aside with a \\rave of tlie hand, as  if  
it were a Inere passing episocle of 110 interest t o  anybody 
except himself, .and of but little moment. 

No\v about the only pulpit \\rork that Mr. Clyde dicl a t  
that  Coimmunion was to  explain tlie Terms. Yet the way 
lie clid it \\[as amazing-. Horner hirnself, hacl he been favored 
with Mr. Clyde's ecclesiastical backgrouncls and sul~l i~i ie  
convictions, could hardly liave surpassed him in tlie lan- 
guage that poured fro111 liis heart and lips on that  sacl*ecl 
Saturday afternoon. Every sentence was a classic. I tried 
a t  first to  capture some of his thoughts \vith 1x11 ancl notc- 
booli, but every time I started to write a sentence down I 
missed a better one. So I gave it up, ancl just sa t  and 
liskned, fairly spe1Ibonnd to  the end. Again and again I 
found myself saying, "The Iines liave fallen t o  us in pleasa~it 
places; yea, \?re liave a goodly heritage." All too soon lie 
stopped, but liis last sentence is with me yet, and will travel 
with me t.o the Judgment Seat.  I felt  transfigured. H:e 
paused a nioment, closed the book, and said: 

"THESE ARE NOBLE PRINCIPLES, AND T I - I E ~  
OUGHT T O  B E  ADORNED BY NOBLE LIVES." 

1, or  a t  least inconveniently, and 
e are  living in an age when tliesc 
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"noble principles,'J instead o l  being adorned by noble lives. 
a re  being attacked, and uridern~ined, and eventually aban- 
doned, not with mere indifference, but with virulence and 
rancor, and not by the \\rorld a t  large alone, where opposi- 
tion is ~ ia tura l  and is t o  Ile expected, but by many as \veil 
who have na~ned  the K a ~ n e  of Christ within the boundaries 
of the  church itself. Apostas)r is in the air. I t  is eatllig like 
the "worm that  diet11 not." In orie quarter its pre\,alence 
has driven men of stalwart character, Inen of "nol>le Ilves," 
to  create a new Denomi~lation. According!)., I vent11re t o  
liope that  half an l~ol l r  or so spent io the leconsideratiuil o i  
our venerable and h~s to r~ca l l y  establlshed standards lnay 
serve to clear our minds \vith re1erence to some of the 
things a t  issue among us a t  the present t i n ~ e ,  and may 
prove to  be of some value in helpiog us t o  "adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour i l l  all things." 

T o  begin a t  the bottom, we may say that  all that  nre 
holcl dear in the way of past attainments,  present purposes 
ancl ideals, and future ends and aims, has bee11 sumnlarily 
comprehended for  our  con\~enience, for tnany years, u ~ ~ d e r  
six brief statenients, fan l i l i a r l~  kno\~11  among us as "The 
Terms of our  Ecclesiastical Co~l~muuion." The  title is ac- 
curate. I t  specifies that  the document it designates is a 
series of "terms" or stipulations-llot a Creed, not  a COII- 
fessioil of Faith, but a group of definite and explicit re- 
quirements laid dourn by the Church as a Corporate SO- 
ciety, and \vithout a professed adherence t o  \vliich mem- 
bership in the body, in any t rue sense of the word, is im-  
possible. 

Creeds, on the contrary, belong, as is evident, to  an en- 
tirely different ca tegory  They a r e  articles of belief. They 
may be, tli~ough for tliat iiiatter it is not a t  all necessary 
that they slloulcI be, appropriately itelllized under the phrase 
"I beIieve," or "We believe." If I, for my part, say that "I 
believe" this o r  that  doctrine, and say it sincerely from the 
depth of my heart, I sinlply declare tliat I purpose to  stand 
by that belief as  long as I jive, whether any person else in 
this wicked old world of ours accepts it o r  not. If we, a s  a 
Church, say tliat "we believe" the  13ible and \rrliat it teaches 
and exemplifies, and say it honestly and intelligently, a s  a 
t rue expression of the  regengrate life which the profession 
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presupposes, we in turn simply declare, as a Church, that 
we intend to stand by our belief unflinchingl~r to  the end, 
whether anybody else on the footstool cares to do so or not. 
Creeds a re  our beliefs put into \\.riling, our beliefs affirmed 
in such a as to arnouut t o  a public declaration of \vliat 
uPe hold to be true and arc  ur i l l in~  to have both o ~ l r  char- 
acter and our conduct measured by. 

"Terms of Communion," on the other hand, mark n dis- 
tinct and positive step in advance. They presuppose that all 
the articles of belief have been considered. carelully stated, 
firmly buttressed, and built, upon an accurate interpreta- 
tion of the Word of God, and have 11cen instilled, in season 
and out of season, into the minds of the membership of the 
C h ~ ~ r c l l ,  by good and honest pastors, by an inteIligcnt elder- 
ship, by loyal and zealotls tcacllers in the Sabbath School, 
and by discreet and pious parents in the home. IYith this 
done, \\:it11 this as our  basis and baclig1~ound, our path is 
clear. "These," w e  say, "are the vie\\r.s \\rliicl~ \\re holtl to  be 
Scriptural, and to be vital t o  salvation; as  a Church, we  
have entered into covenant, in the 'great ancl dreadful llalne 
of the Lord our  Gocl,' to cherish and maintain and advocate 
the trutli as  set for th in these articles of faith as lolig as 
we continue to  exist as an  ecclesiastical body; accordingly, 
if you sl~ould like t o  become one o f  our number, \ye shall 
of course be obliged t o  ask you to give your adllere~lce to  
the same standards t o  which Ive have already set  our own 
hand and seal;  we shall require you to malte a public 'ac- 

knowledgment' that ure a re  right in the positio~l have 
talten and in the professio~l we have made; these are  our 
TERMS O F  ADMISSION, the  'terms.' as \17e call t l le~n,  
'of our eccIesiastical comn~union ' " 

.. - --. 
And this, as is obvious, is precisely as  it should be. For  

rvhen we make our articles of faith our "terms" of admis- 
sion, o r  "terms of ecclesiastical comrnunio~l"-it matters 
not ~vhich form of expression is used, for  the Communio~l 
Table i any Church, as  all will agree, is but the crolvning 
privilege of its niembership-ruhen we lay our  beliefs cloxvn 
as "terms," provided of course that  our beliefs a re  Scrip- 
tural. we are  adopting the  exact method of Christ I l i~nself  
and of His Apostles as  exhibited for our  guidance in the  
New Testament. Passages involving this idea and reqoire- 
ment a r e  numerous. In I-Iebrews 11 :6 the writer says, "I-Ie 
that cometh t o  God must believe that  He  is, and that  He  is 

a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." On these 
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\vords, Delitrsch, tliat prince among exegetes, has this to  
s ay :  ''I-Ie that draixreth nigh to  God, rhar is, in order to  
se1-l.e 01- Ilold coni~iiunio~i \\-it11 I-Iim, must ha\le faith, or 
Rrm belief-(1) that God is, 1101 indeed as an object of 
sense, 11ut as  a living unseen reality \vith \\-horn \\re may 
liolcl and stand in mutual relations of love and 
dut] ; and (2) he must believe that lie does not dra\v nigh 
to  this God in vain, that  His promises to them that  seek 
1-Iim diligently a re  no deceptions."  nor^ the \voril "must" in 
this text, as  should be explicitly notecl, is not merely our  
lirtle co~nrnoilplace English auxiliary; it is a finite \'erb; i t  
sigllifies that the "faith" spoken of tbi-ougbout the chapter 
15 a llioral and sp~ri tual ,  as  \\,ell as  a logical, necesGty, in 
orcler t o  the end in vie\\r; that  it is an  indispensable pre- 
rerluisite to  acceptable xvorship and service; in short, that  
it is Gotl's o w n  ultimatum, as  may say, laid donrn as a 
"term" uZ holding "com~nunion with Him." 

I t  is "impossible," then, to please Gotl \vitIiout "faitli." 
\ v i t h o ~ ~ t  I~elie\ring that  God exists, and that  I-Ie rewards men 
\\rith salvation i f  they but seek I-Iim in the way of 1-]is ap- 
pointme~it,  namely, by accel~ting His Son, Jesus Christ, tlle 
Messiah, as their Saviour. This, in reality, is the  theme of  
tlie entire Epistle, and may be appropriately epito~ilizecl in 
\\,hat Jesus said t o  Thoinas (John 146)-"I am the nray, 
and tlie truth, and tlie life : no man co~iietll unto tlie Father,  
but by me." Than this call11 declaration of our  Lord no 
more explicit "term" of communio~i wit11 the Father of 
spirits has ever been put illto human language. W e  become 
partakers of divine grace i f  we assent t o  the condition 
s tated;  otherwise, we are  lost ;  and there a re  no exceptions. 
It is a broadside fired from the great  heart of Jesus Clirist 
for  tlie illulnitiation of l iumank~nd, and every reverberation 
of i t  t reml~les  with the ring of finality. 

Another "term," implietlly e~lunciatecl on almost every 
page of tlie New Testament,  is the obligation t o  accept the 
Scriptures, unclualifi edly, as the \iVord of God, anti tlie only 
ride of faith and conduct. "They a re  they." as Jesus Him- 
self declares, "which testify of me" (Jolin 5 :39)-"of me," 
"the \!lay, ancl tlie truth, and the life," apart  from wlioin no 
man call ever come to  the  Father.  Furthermore, He says, 
point-blank, "The Scripture cannot be brokenJ' 
f0:35)-meaning, for one thing, tliat the  Word 
"livetli and abideth for ever" ( I  Then a t  
time I-Ie says t o  the Sadducees , "Ye do 

kno\\ring tile ~cri~~tures"- \vhich \vas but to  tell them tha t  
if they c o ~ ~ l d  lla\,e understood their oxvn Guide-l~ook, they 
\vould not lla\rc come to be SLICII l~lutiderinq b l ~ ~ l i l i e a d ~ .  
~ l ~ ~ ,  i l l  tilc of tlie Rich Alan and Lazarus, Jesus 

the poi\.er of the Inspired \lloi-d above the ni~gl i t  of 
a Ines.;age cdrntllg tlirectly from the lips of 3 herald raiscd 
f rom the dead for the specific purpose of proclaiming that 
\,cry ~nessnge. "lf they hear not Moses and the prophets, 

\\-ill they l ~ e  persuaded, though one rose from tlie 
dead" (1-1;. 16:31). Indeecl. so funclamental r i ~ ~ d  vital is this 
'lloI~Ie pr~nciple' o l  ~ii;llii~ig the M'OSCI of  God the sole source 

as t ouc l~ i~ ig  matters of religion and ~i ioral  11c- 
havior, that  Jesus \vas constantly saying, in one \vay or 
another, as tlie setting required: "It is \vritten"; "Tlie 
Scri l~ture saitli"; "I-lath not the Scripture said?" "'I'liis day 
i s  tlie Scripture fullilled." Moreover, Jesus llimself. God 
equal \\lltli the Fatlier though 1-le was, never s\\ler\retl by so 
1iiuc11 as a11 iota fro111 a strict o l~se r \~a~ ice  of this same 
principle. How clearly H e  states His at t i tude:  "1 have not 
spoken of ~i iyself ;  11ut the Father  \\lIiicli sent me, I-lc gave 
me a commanclment. \\rliat I should say, ancl nrliat J should 
speak. And I k~io\\r that  I-Iis comn~anclment is life everlast- 
ing: \vIiatsoe\,cs I speak therefore, even as tlie Father  said 
unto me, so I speali" (John 12:49. 50). Even for Jesus obe- 
dience t o  Scripture was a "term" of acceptance with the 
Fa the r  Should it be less than that  for us? 

Nor is tlie dernand merely general and indefinite. I t  
descends to particulars. I t  insists on sincerity, on intel- 
ligence, ant1 not only 011 an unl~roken, but on an unbreali- 
able, spirit of loyalty. I t  issues from the Infinite Demander, 
in ~vhose  presence posing and pretense a re  absurd ant1 all- 
I~orrent .  Even things riglit in tlien~selves, i f  tlo~le "to be 
seen of men," amount t o  nothing in view of this require- 
ment. The  language of our Lorcl I-Iimself, in His Sernlon 
on the Mount, is so pointed a n d  explicit tliat it leaves no 
loom for any ii~isundesstanding ~Irhatsoever. Towards the  
beginning of it (Mt. 5:20) I l e  says, "For I say unto you, 
Tha t  except your r igl i teous~~ess shall exceed tlie righteous- 
ness of tlie scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
into the ICingdom of heaven ;" and later on (7 :21), when He 
is bringing all that I l e  has said on this occasion t o  an acute 
conclusion, H e  adds, "Not every one tliat saith urlto me, 
Lord. Lord, shall enter  into the  Icingdom of heaven ; but he 
that  doeth the will of my Fatlier which is in heaven." The 
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"entrance requiremel1ts1' specified in such statements a s  
these are inevasible. They stand a t  the gatellray of the 
Kingdoln as  "terms" of admission. ,4t1d in this respect the 
l<ingdom and the t rue invisillle church are the same. More- 
over, the .out\vard, visible church is ideal precisely in pro- 
portion as its demands are of a similar order. Call them 
"termsJ> or stipulations or conditions, or what you will, 
tlicse divine pronouncelnents are the essential requirenlents 
laid do\\n in Scripture lor such as would be "added to  the 
cl~urch" (Acts 2:47)-requirelnellts \vithout a compliallce 
with which salvation is impossiblc. 

-And so we might g o  on indefinitely. Give the capitalized 
ivords their full force and significance, if you \\rill, and mark 
tlie iinpressio~l \vhich they inevitably leave up011 your mind, 
in the following citations: "EXCEPT a lnan be born again, 
he cannot see the ICingdom of God" (John 3 :3) ; "EXCEPT 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye 
have 110 life in you" (John 6:53) ; "As tlie branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, EXCEPT ye abide in me"-"IF a rnan abide not in me, 
lie is cast forth as  a bra!lch, and is \vithered"-"IF ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall aslc what ye 
\\.ill, and it shall be done unto you"-"IF ye keep my corn- 
n~andments, ye shall a l~ide in my loveH-"Ye are my friends, 
I F  ye do whatsoever I command (John 15 :4, 6, 7, 10, 
14) ; "IF ye coilti~lue in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed; and ye shall I<XOW THE TRUTH,  and the t ruth 
shall maice you free" (John S:31, 32) ; " i h ~ d  you * * * hat11 
H e  reconciled, * * * to present you holy and unblamable 
and unreprovable in I-Iis s ight :  I F  ye continue IN T H E  
FAITH, grounded and settled, and be not ~uoved away 
froin the hope of tlie gospel" (Col. 121-23) ; "For we are 
made partakers of Christ, IF we hold the beginning of our 
confidence steadfast unto the end" (Heb. 3 :14) ; "Now the 
jusk shall live by faith : but I F  any illail draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him" (I-Ieb. 10:35) ; "Toward thee, 
goodness, I F  thou continue in 1-1;s goodness: otherwise 
thou also shalt be cut off" (liom. 11 :22) ; "EXCEPT ye be 
coilverted, and become a s  little children, ye shall not enter 
into the Kingdom of heaven" (Mt.  18:3);  "Sirs, \vhat 
MUST I do to  be saved,"-what is it NECESSARY that  I 
should do,-"and they said, Believe on' the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And T H E Y  
SPAICE UNTO HIM T H E  WORD O F  T H E  LORD, and 
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to ALL THAT MTERE IN HIS HOUSE" (Acts 16 30-32) ; 
"-And the Lord said unto hi111 (Paul),  Arisc, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what thou htUST do"--\\rllat 
it has become a NECESSITY for thee to do:  then to  - h a -  
nias Lord said,'J "Go thy way: for  he (Paul) is s 
cllosen vessel llllto me, to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  for  I \\rill show 
I1iIl1 llO\\r great tllings Ile MUST suffer for my !lame's salce" 
-how great tliillgs it \\rill be NECESsr\l?Y for  him to s ~ f -  
fe r  ( ~ ~ t ~  9:6, 15, 16) ; "God is a Spirit:  and they that wor- 
ship Hinl MUST \\rorsl~ip I-Iinl in spirit aiid in truth" (John 
4 ~ 2 4 ) ;  ''FOR T H I S  CAUSE lelt I tlice in Crete, that thou 
sllouldst SET IN ORDER the things that arc  \vantil7g, and 
ORDAIN ELDERS in every city": * * * for (an overseer) 
-the New Testament knows i~othing of "bishops"--an 
ELDER to  whom has been committed thc OVEIZSIGI-IT of 
a flock, "R4UST be blaineless, as the steward of God"(Titus 
1 :5, 7) ; "For thou shalt be a MrITNESS unto all men, of 
what t h o l ~  Ilast seen and Ileard" (Acts 22:15) ; "But rise 
and stand upon thy fee t :  for I have appearcd unto thee for  
this purpose, t o  makc thee a minister- and a WITNESS both 
of the things which thou Ilast seen, and of those in the 
which I will appear unto thee : * * * having therefore ob- 
tainecl help of God, I contiilue unto this day WITNESS- 
ING" (Acts 26:16, 22) ; "Ye shall receive power, after that  
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye sllall be WIT-  
NESSES unto me" (Acts 1 : 8) ; "And I saw the souls o l  
them that were BEI-IEADED for the IVITNESS of Jesus, 
and for the Word of God" (Rev. 2 0 ~ 4 ) .  

No serious person of normal intelligence can read the 
foregoing passages, not to  mention many others to  the 
same effect. with anything like the consideratioil they call 
for, \vi t I io~~t  becoming conscious-shall I not say breath- 
lessly conscious-that he is being confronted by conditions 
laid down as indispensabIe, by demands that  must be met 
xvithout any equivocation, by "terms" that must be ac- 
cepted and colnplied lvith, by stipulations divinely prescribed 
and dra\vn up so as to involve and constitute a definite bar- 
gain, a specific agreement, a solemn covenant, as between 
"the Icillg. eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God," 
on the one hand, and as many as  would like to becorne His 
serl'ants and friends, on the other. Eve11 in these few se- 
lections, to go no further,  our "Terms," just as they stand, 
are  unqualifiedly vindicated and exemplified. 
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F~~ one rjling, those citations undoubtedly teach LIS that "i\fediator o l  the new covenant" (Hell. 12:24), and accept 
the Word of G& is the sole source of final a p p d  ill ar- Iiitll lo\ringly a s  the Saviour of your soul, as  your Substi- 
rlvmg a t  a knowledge of  "~\That Inan is to believe concern- tute a11d "Advocate with the Father" (1 John 2 I ) ,  as the 
illg God, and \ ~ l l a t  duty God recluires of manv--~vhich most only Mediator between God and man, THEI\r Cod \\rill "re- 
assuredly falls i n  line n,ith our first Ternl. Also, they lay memller His holy covenant" (Lk. 1 72), ancl all will be \\ell 
it down as ol)ligator)r and irllllerat~ve, that  men I I I U S ~  "con- wit11 you, for then, as Jesus says, "Ye shall abide in my 
tinue in the faithn-"THE" faith, mind you, the well known love," and ye shall be "my friends" and "illy disciples in- 
fajtll, that faitll, nalnely, "which was oncc Eor all delivered deed," and "ye shall ask 11 hat ye \vill. and ~t shall be done 
to the (Jude 3, R. V.),  and to ~vhich Paul refers unto you." Similarly on the other hand, "If a man nbidc 
,vhell says, "1 ]lave kepi, the faith" (I1 Tim. 4:7) ; prc- tlot" in Christ, "if any I I I ~ I I  draw back," making up his mind 
clsely we mean \\.hell \\re spealc of "the system of to ignore God ant1 not t o  continue "in His goodness," then 
grace," or  "the of salvation," or  "the doctrines of re- that lllai~ is “ciit off." and "cast forth a s  x branch and is 
dempticPn," nr s o ~ ~ l l c l  "systematic theology." Upon this ada- withered," since he has decidecl to talcc 111s stand with the 
Illalltine syste1.n i l l  all its particulars the Colossian Church "strrangers from the covenants of promise," who have "no 
had I,een found& built, ant1 on the throne of the s ~ s -  hope, and (are) \\rithout God in the world' (Eph. 2:12). Jn 

glory it was even then firinly seated, and was ac- short, the authority for our fourth Term of Collllnu~lio~l is 
cordillgly l~e ing  warned l ~ y  the Apostle not to  allo\v itself implicitly embedded in every book of the 13ible fro111 Gen- 
to  away froln the hope of the gospel"; t ha t  IS esis to Revelation. I t  is sitnply our method of bringing to 
to  say, f rom tllc ]lope \\rhich it had because .of ~ t s  accept- mind the covenanting principle apart f rom which saI\ration 
ante o f  TJ<E SYSTEM IN ITS ENTIRETY. I f  there were is impossible, \vhe:her fo r  Inen iildividually and personally, 
no other passage in the New of the same im- or for  cllllrclles, or for  nations. 
port, this one alone ~voulcl justify us in keelling our second Once more, in alluding again, ill this connection, to the 
Term intact. instances iortnerly cited, it was loulld expedient, for  the 

Fro111 the salne lllnited list, again, we learn that there is sake of brevity, to use but one passage in praise of loyalty 
one, and only one, form of church government authorized and the spirit of martyrdom- But let anyone be as  great- 
in the New Tes t a~nen t ;  a fonn therefore \vhich has "divine heartecl and as goo(! as  the Apostle John was, and he will 
right" behind it, and is coilsequently "unalterable"; a gov- never lose sight of "[he so~lls  of them that  were beheaded 
ernment, namely, which is lodged in "elclers" ~r presbyters, for  the \\ritlless of Jesus, ancl for  the Word of God." As 
and hence is Presbyterian; as over against thc Papal and Jolltl "saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain 
Prelatic ant1 Congregational forms, for none of \vhich is for the Word of God, alld for  the testimony ~vhich they 
there even a scintillation of Scriptural support. When we held" (Rev- so elTery true believer ought to be made 
add to this the technical and exact meaning of Christ's own to see those "souls" of men "under the altar," those Ioyal 
~\rords, lrrhere He says that  the "true ivorshipper" is he that spirits, tllat is to say, that ill all past ages have suffered 
\vorships the Father "in spirit and in truth," i t  surely da\vns, lnartyrdoln for  the cause of Cllrist, even a s  the haessiah 
or.ought to dawn, upon us, that our third Ten11 is based on Hilnsell was tllougllt of by the saints of old as  laying do\vn 
nothing less than the "rock of ages." His life 011 behalf of men 011 the altar of burnt-offering. 

Then, too, keeping covenant, or, negatively, breaking faitllful co~ltelldings of the martyrs of J ~ S L I S "  have 
~ o \ ~ e n a n t ,  as  already intimatecl, is in the very nature of the the nligllty heroes of ecclesiastical history ill 
case implied in the PRESCRIBED CONDITfIONS, not only clouds of glory," and the illustrious deeds of their 
in the texts c~uoted, but everywhere else in the entire Bible. “noble 1i\'esJ' challellge the admiration o i  all true, hen- 
"]If ye abide in me"; "If ye keep my commandmentsJJ; "If orable* high-minded Christians to the end of t imenwhat  the 
ye continue in my ~vord," and, "in the faithn- Spirit inspired the Apostle John to set before us ill 
Pions a8 these, it1 essence, and self-evidently s Holy Writ  for  'our "approbation" need give us no uneasi- 
themsel\~es to  this :  IF you lay hold of Christ Jes ness when we find i t  confronting us in our fifth Term of 
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Communiotl. Only a churl, incapable of appreciating the 
value of \$forthy, stalwart character, could heistate for  a 
moment t o  pledge himself t o  what that princely Term has 
t o  say about "the martyrs of Jesus." 

Of the many obligations laid upon the people of God to 
bear a faithful testimony to  the truth as it is in Jesus, an 
against all kinds of errors in every domaill of life, an 
against all forms of unrighteousness \\rhere\ler the iniquit 
of the human heart makes itself manifest, only a few in- 
stances, of course, have been referred to. To  cover this vast 
field Scripturally would require one t o  reproduce the l~lajor 
part  of the entire Bible. The nrorld has always hated good 
men, and for the simple reason that good men are always 
bringing it to  task for its chicanery and crookedness. To 
I-Iis own blood brothers, who a t  the time were as yet of the 
earth earthy, Jesus, you will remember, said, "The world 
cannot hate you;  but me it hateth, because I testify of it, 
that  the works thereof are evil" (John 7:7). By our sisth 
Term of Communion, which will come up later on for fur- 
ther  consideration, \ve propose to take our stand, and to 
have all who desire to  align themselves with us, ecclesias- 
tically, take their stand, with the Lord Jesus Christ, in this 
respect, defying, as He  defied, the  scorn and hatred of the 
world, and preaching righteousness, as  He  "preached right- 
eousness in the great congregation" of humankind, so that 
when the end comes each one of us may be able to say, 
"LO, (that) I have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord, thou 
knowest" (Ps. 40 :9).  

111 

After  all, the climax of our needs in this matter, it seems 
to  me, is clear thinking and a turn or  two a t  consecutive 
reasoning. I cannot help but feel that the farther \Ire have 
gone, up to  date, the more unwittingly have we contributed 
our quota to  Milton's "confusion worse confoundecl." For 
example, merely a s  a twofold declaration of patent facts, 
no one perhaps could have any very serious faults to find 

I with what was proposed as a second "Term of Communion" 
in the Synod of 1935, namely, "The ackno\vledgment that 
all Inen are sinners and in need of salvation, and the ac- 
ceptance of the  Lord Jesus Christ as  the only Redeemer 
and Lord of t h e  whole life." Yet good and all a s  the  asser- 
tion is in itself, it has no more place in Terms of Com- 

1 I 

1 - : .  

rnunion, simply as Terms, than a paragraph on Gaptisin 
f rom Illstitutes or Hodge's TIieoIogp \\011ld h a ~ e  
in Hamlet's Sol l loq~~y.  Shelley's "Ode to  the Skylark" is an 

piece of poetry, but \vho I V O U ~ ~  ever think of in- 
serting it into a textbook on Arithli~etic or a treatise on 
Zoology? rZ good thing is a good thiilg as long as it is kept 
in its proper atmosphere, its proper jetting, its proper da- 
main, but when it iiltrudes itself where i t  does not belong, 
it becomes a travesty, a subject for criticism, a source of  
dissention, and in the end a mere object oi ridicule. i\/Ty 
question accordingly is-\Vould it not be \\re11 to rethink 
the situation through, and to strike a sounding here and 
there along the coast we are skimming, to ascertain how 
near we are to the rocks that are  under our lee? 

Owing, therefore, not merely to  the distinction, but to 
the fundamental dieererice, between Creeds, 01- Articles of 
Belief, and Terms of Ecclesiastical Communion, t o  wit, 
that the second presupposes the first, let us take the tiillc 
and the pains, before proceeding to anything else, to inlay 
both hemispheres of our mental ~vor ld  with this plain, pl-i- 
mary, essentially characteristic FACT, seeing that  it \\rill 
come into evidence and challenge our attention in each and 
every one of the six instances ~ v i t h  which the secluel is to 
be concerned. I t  is undeniably true, and lucid enough to be 
grasped by any one who is candid enough to do it-that 
Terms of Communion are not designed to itemize and 
enumerate beliefs, but are  designed, on the contrary, to in- 
dicate just W H E R E  the I~eliefs in question ARE itemized 
and enumerated. Here is n man, let 11s suppose, who comes 
before one of our Sessions to  ask what he must do in order 
t o  become a member of onr Church. The Session, \vhicl~, 
for  the matter in hand, is the Church, the whole Church in 
miniature, informs him, that if  he has not already done so, 
he will be required to familiarize himself with a certain 
Book called the Bible. The  Session does not talce him aside, 
o r  appoint a committee to  take him aside, and read the 
Book t o  hirn from cover to  cover; under the circumstances, 
that would be a sheer impossibility. I t  simply places before 
him for his consideration and acceptance our first Term of 
Communion-a Term which quotes no passages, as  though 
one passage were more vital o r  important than another, 
























































