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DISCOURSE L
wceagtt | G { Dituman

HEBREWS X. XXXVIi.

For yet a little while, and he that shall come, will come,.
and willnot tarry, |

MANY and arduous are the daties assigned
to the christian in the present state ; nurnerous and
severe the afflictions and trialsto which he is fre-
quently exposed. So many.and arduous the one
that human strength is altogether unequal to the
task. So namerous and severe the other that the
resolution and fortitude of man must infallibly sink.

under them;.

But as the religion of Jesus Christ calls us: forth.
to the discharge of difficult duties, and to endure se-
vere trials, so it promises: likewise grace and”
strength proporticned to the task assigned us, and
insures a reward great and infinitely more than an
abundant compensation for them all.  Ave the du-
ties assigned us-and the temptations and trials to
which we are exposed great and severe? 'Then
it is promised, ¢ as thy days so shall thy strength:
be. My grace is sufficicnt tor thee, for my strength-
is made perfect in weakness.”  Are our afflictions
and trials oft-times extremely severe and hard to
be born 7 Taen it is promised, 1st. That as the
saffurings of Christ abuaiid in us, so our consolatiog
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shall also abound by Christ. 2d. That though no
chastening, for the present, be joyous, but grievous,
it nevertheless afterwards yields the peaceable fruits
of righteousness unto them that are exercised there-
by.—And 3d. That our light affliction, which is buot
for a moment, shall, in the end’ work cut for us a far
more exceeding and cternal weight of glory.

Let us lay these things together. The christian
has mach to do ; bat there is provision made for
him of grace and strength proportioned to the task
assigned him. Tie has much to suffer ; but under
all his. _suﬁ'erings there is ample support and conso-
Jation provided for him. His time of trial is but
short. His reward-is sure. It is exceeding great.
It is eternal. I you consider him as to his exter-
nal condition, and limit his. enjoyments and his
hopes to this world you will, perhaps, in some in.-
stances, find reason to pronounce him of all men
the most miserable, But if you take into the ac-
count the provision of grace and consolation which
is made for him here, together with the exceeding
and eternal weight of glory in reserve for him here-
after, you will find reason to alter your opinion, and
of all men to proncunce him most happy.

Ve are beings of yesterday, and our days on
carth are but a shadow. We shall not however
“die I'ke the brutes which perish, We are destined
forand eternal existence. Whilst then the common
afflictions of life are an intolerable burden to such
as are without Christ, having no hope, and without
God in the world ; the believer is supported under
them by his present comforts, and his future pros-
pects. And whilst the enjoyments of the sinner
shall all terminate with time, and the hypocrite and
his hopes shall be cut off together at death ; the be-
liever shall then enter vpoun the possession of fulpess
of joy, and picasures forevermore. He doth not
look on this world as the place of his constant resi-
Jence, nor will he rest satisfied with the things of
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time and: sensc far his portion: but as 2. pilgs
and stranger, who has no.continbing city hete; he
is looking forward to a better, even a heavenly:
country,—and for a city which hath foun¥tiogv hisse
builder and gwker is G, and which is eternal.in.
the heavens.. The faithful God whgss he serves has-
promised to.come,. and that shortly, to put.an end.
to all his sufferings and sorrows, and to put him into
the possession and enjoyment of everlasting glory
and blessedness. 'The strength which this. must.
administer to his faith, and the life with*which it
must invigorate his hepe, are sufficient to render him
superior, to all his trials, and to fill him with joy un-.
speakable and full of glory. ¢ For ygka little while,.
and .he that shall come, will. come, and. will not.
tarry.” |

'Fhese words declare the certainty, and the sud-
denness of Christ’s coming. The certainty of it,,
‘ he will come.” 'The suddenness of it, ¢ yet a
little while ;”” or as- some would render it, a little,.
a very little while,.* and he willnot tarry.”

These two then shall constitute the subject of the:
present discourse.. '

The Comer, he that shall’ come, or he that is a-
hout to come, are appellations by which the Messi-
ah is frequently designated in scriptare. 'Thus
John, the Baptist, when in prison, sent two of his
disciples to our Lord to ask him, ¢ Ari thou he that
should come, or do we look for anether.” |

The faith of the people of God under the Old
Testament dispensations was exercised in waiting
{for the manifestation of the Son of God in flesh.
But the expectations and hopes of believers, under
the gospel, are fixed on him as about to be revealed
from heaven, whither after his resurrection he as-
cended, to put an end to their labors and sufferings
and to confer upon them the rewards which he has
promiscd them, |
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The coming of Jesus Christ here may refer both
to his coming, by death, to remove his people from
the labors and sufferings of the present state, to the
enjoyment of glory and happiness with himself, in
heaven: and to his glorious appearing, at the end of
the world, openly to acknowledge and acquit them,
before the assembled universe, and to render their
glory and happiness complete. We shall consider
the certainty and the suddenness of Christ’s coming
- 1n each of these respecis.

The certainty that Jesus Christ will shortly
come, by death to remove each of his sincere disci-
ples and faithful friends from this their state of trial,
and to confer. upon them the glorious reward of
their obedience and sufferings, may be argued from
the three following. topicks ;. namely, from the ex-
press declarations of his word—from the conduct of
his- providence—and from the irtimations of reason.

1. The certainty that Jesus Christ. will shortly.
come, by death, to remove each of his sincere dis-
ciples and faithful friends, . from this their state of
trial, and to confer upon -them the glorious reward:
of their obedience and sufferings, may be argued:
from the express declarations of his word.

The penalty annexed to the prohibition respecting -
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and
~evil was, “ Inthe day that thou eateth thereof thou.

shalt surely die.” ¢ The wages of sin 1s death.
Whereforeasby oneman sin entered into our world;
and death by sin ; so death passed on all men for
that all have siniied.” 'To these I:might add many
other passages of scripture which expressly assert
the certainty of death, ¢ For I .know,” saith Job,
“ that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house
appointed for all living. What man is he,” saith
the psalmist, ¢ that liveth, and shail not see death ?
shal?he deliver hissoulfrom the hand of the grave ¢
To these passages which refer to the certainty of
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death, I might add: many which declare the swift-
ness of time and theshortness of curlives, Job says,.
“ My days are swifter thana wecaver’s shattle, and
are spent without hope. Now my days are swifter
thana post, they flec away, they see-no good. They
are passed away as the swift ships, as the eagle that
hasteth to the prey.” The Psalmist says, ¢ Behold,
thou hast made my days as an hand breadth, and.
mine age is as nothing before thee : verily, every
man, in his best estate, is altogether vanity. Forail
our days are passed away in thy wrath, we spend
our years as a tale thatis told. 'The days ot our
years-are three score years and ten ; and if, by rea-
son.of strength, they be four score years, yet is their
strength labor and sorrow, for it is soon cut off, and
we fly away.” To which I shall only add the de-
claration by the apostle James, ¢ For what is your
lite? It is even a vapor-that a}Jpeareth‘,for a little
time, and then vanisheth away.’ o

These passages which I have mentioned, you
will elzlsesve,. equally respect the righteous and the
wicked.

Alike happenetlr to-all men in this respect. Their
end here is generally a like however different their
characters in life may have been, or however differ-
cnt their state beyond the grave shall be. ¢ For
wisc men die, likewise the iool and the bratish per-.

son perish.”

But T am particularly concerned here to point out
the grounds of assurance tothe righteous, from his
word, that Jesus Christ wiil certainly come shortly,
by death, to remove them to that kingdonyof glory
which he has purchased and prepared for them.
And there is one passage uttered by his own mouth,.
when in gerson a1 earth, so full' and. express to this
purpose that 1 shall nct need to adduce any other.
You will readily apprehend that I allude to that in.
the beginning of the fourteenth chapter of the gos-
pel by John, where comliorting his disciples who:
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were sorrowful at the prospect of his leaving them,
he says, ¢ Let not your heart be troubled : ye be-
lieve in God ; believealso in me. In my Fathers
house are many mansions, if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
Andif 1 goand prepare a place for you, I will come
again andreceive you unto myself, that where I am
ye may be also,” | .

It is true that believers who dre found alive on
the earth, at the coming of our Lord to judgment,
shall not die ; but they shall undergo a change equi-
va'ent to death, ¢ gehold,”f says the apostle, *“ I
shew you a mystery, we shall not all. sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in 2 moment,.in the twinkling;
ofan eye, at the last trump, (for the trumpet shall
sound) and the dead shall Ee' raised- incorruptible,
and’ we shalt be changed,” | o

Thus then stands the. argument from scripture,
Death isto be the fate of all the living, excepting
these who are found alive on-the earth on the morn-
ing of thhe resurrection, who shall unidergo a change
equivalent to death. Buat Jesus Christ has brought
himself under special ob)igations, by promise, to™ his
own people, in this respect. « T will,”" says he,
‘ come again. Yet alittle while, and 1 will come,
again, and take you unto myself, that where I am
there ye may be also. I will not tarry.” -~

2. That Jesus Christ will shortly come, by death,
to remove each of his sincere disciples and faithful
friends from this their state of trial, and to put them
into the possession of the glorious reward of their
dbedience and sufferings, may be argued from the
conduct of his providence. 1In ihis, so well asin
every other respect, is he manifested to be the true
and faithful God. The time which has hitherto been
assigned to his people as the period of their trial has
heen but short, anc e have no reason to expect
that it will be extendea  “Where are now the Patri-
aychs, the prophets, and the apostles? Where are
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all those worthies who have ;?receded our day, who
through faith subdued Kingdaws, wrought righte-
ousness, obtained promises, -stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight
the armies of the aliens ? 'The Captain oftheir sal-
vation has long since discharged them from their
warfare. He that loved them, and died for them
has lang since madc them conguerors and more than
conquerors over every foe. ﬁe has admitted them
into the new Jerusalem, and they walk with him in
white, being reputed worthy of the distinguishing

honors of the celestial mansions.

~ And may I notadd, where are many of our ac-
quaintances, some of them perhaps of our near re-
lations and intimate friends, who having served their
generation by the will of Ged, have fallen asleep,
and been gathered to their fathers? Have we not
reason to believe of many such that they rest irom
their labors and their works do follow them ? Have
we not reason to believe that having the harps of
God given ungo them, they have struck into concert
with angels, and the spirits of the just made perfect,
and are now singing the song of Moses the servant
of God and the song ofthe Lamb ?—Yes, my Bre-
thren,and I trust that there are of you who now hear
“me, who, whilst on earth, can but faintly lisp the

raises of your God and Redeemer, who shall short-
y join this blessed society, and throughout eteraity,
in apthems of praise, celcbrate the wonders of re-
deeming love.

3. That Jesus Christ will shortly come, by death,
to remove each of his sincere disciples and faithful
fricnds, from this their state of trial, and to coufcr
upon-them the glorious reward of their cbedience
and sufferings, may be argued from the intimations
of reason. There is an intimate union subsisting
between Jesus Christ and his people. He is the
head, of which the church is the Lody, and cvery
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particular believer a mecmber.—Jesus Christ Toved
the ghurch, and gave himself for it; and it is the
character of cvery truc heliever that he loves the
Lord Jesus Christ. Now the full enjoyment of its
object, is what love aims at, and it is that which will
alone satisfy it.—The church is in a militant state on
earth. 'This life is a place of probation, and it is
through many tribulations that the righteous must
enter into the kingdom of heaven, A’ then the ho-
nor of God is dear to cach of 'his children, and their
righteous souls are vexed when that holy name by
which they are called, is dishonoured ; so  Jesus
‘Christ has a fellow fecling of their, infirmities, and
sympathises with them in all their distresses. ¢ For
we have not an high priest which cannot be touch.
ed with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all
~points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Who
~c¢an have compassion on the ignorant, and on them
that are out of .he way; for. that he himsclf also is
compassed with infirmities.” Asthc head feels the
pain with which even the most distant member of
the body is affected ; so our Lord Jesus Christ is
sensible of the injury that is done to the meancst of
his people on earth, and considers it as done to him.
self.—Kvery believer, also, in a greater or less de-
gree, has his fellowship with the Father, and with
his son Jesus Christ. In all this communion is im-

erfect and liable to interruption oen earth. Tt will
e perfect and wninterrupted in heaven. From this
intimate union then, this reciprocal aftection, sym-
pathy, and imperfict communion result mutual and
earnest desires after perfect nearness, and uuinter-
rapted fellowship. Every sincere soul, according
1o the strength and evidence of grace, will long for
the period when, that which is perfect being come ;
that which is in part shall be done away : when the
tluny shall break, and the shadows flce away, and he
shall enter into the uninterrupted joy of his Lord.
These desires of his people, so conformable to his
will, produced, nourished and strengthened in them
by s Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ will not fail speedi-
ly t¢ accomplish ; more especially when in accom-
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piishixlg them he will accomplish what his own heart
desires, and is so intent upon, A

We proceed in the second place to consider
the evideuce which we have that Jesus Chrjst will
certainly come shortly to judgment: to pass sentence
on men and angels, to doom the wicked to the pun-
ishment which they have incurred, and to render
the glory and happiness of his people complete.

The certainty of a fature judgment is a truth dis-
cernibi¢ by the light of reason, or, having been first
communicated by revelation, was so contormable to.
the sentiments of the human mind that the belief of
it has'prevailed in every mation, throughout every
age. The natural apprehensions which vve have of
God, as an infinitely holy and just God ; of the es--
sential difference between virtue and vice, the inti-
mations of conscience, and the unequal distribution
of rewards and punishments in the present state,
are all strong intimations of a judgment to come,
and of a state of retribution beyond the grave. Ac-
cordingly the Heathen, who did not enjoy the bene.
fits of revelation had nevertheless their judges, theig
rewards, and ¢heir punishments in a future state.

~What reason indicates is abundantly confirmed
by the word of God, which, besides the certainty
of a tuture judgment, of which reason was not ig-
norant, reveals several important circumstances re-
speeting it to which reason must have forever re.

mained & stranger.,

With regard to the time, when the judgment shall
take place, we have no express informalion. Some
of the primitive christians had 2n apprencnsion that
it was then near at hand. This mistake was pro-
bably tounded on a misapprehension of some things
spoken by our Lord.  And because it did not take
place so soon as some werelooking forit, the athes
1sts of those days reproached them with it, saying,
“where is the promise of his coming ? for since the

B
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fathters have fallen asleep;” or excepting that the
fathers have fallen asleep : thatis, that ore genera.
tion has passed away and another succeeded them,

ning of.the creation”

N

% all things continue as they wer¢. from .the begin-

Bome hate canjectured that the judgment witl be
at the expiration of six thousand years from the- be.

“ginnipgof the world ; computing two thousand years

hefore the giving of the law, two thousand yearsun-
der the law, and two thousand years under the gos-
pel. - All sucharmisings are vain, if not presump.
tious, God Y9 reserved this knowled ge to-himseif,
“For of that day and of that hour knoweth na maen,
no not the angels which are in heaven, but the Fa-

ther.” * The knowledge of the time: when the judg-
@ mept will be'is kept from us, probably, because it

would be injiirious to-us. © ‘We err then in-curiousl y
-enquiring after it. R PR P
Lo ! .y

But to atwnd 'mOre ba‘rtic‘uk;rly té Vt‘l‘xis;)a;pqint c

4 1sE The cfeﬂafh‘tf that Jesas Christ wﬂl shortly

¢ome to judgment may be, proved from' express d<.
clarations of scriptare. And here mothing can be
more fully or directly to the purpose than the words
of the text.  For yet a little while and he that shall
come, wiltgipme, and will net tarry.”  This impor-.
tant truth was early revealed to the world. ' Thus

~ the apostle Jude tells us, that “ Enoch also the se-

venth from Adam »pro('iybesied of these,” that is of
the scoffers who should appear in the last times,
saying, *“ Behold the Lord cometh with ten thou-
sand of his suaints, te execute iudgmeni upon all, and
to convince all that are ungodly among them, of all

their ungodly deeds whicl they have ungodly com.

- mitted, and of all their hard speeshes whichungod-
- Jy sinuers have spoken against him.””  In the book

of the Revelation it is said, ¢“Behold, he cometh
‘with clouds ; and every eye shall see hiz, and they
also Which pierced him, and all kindreds of thec earth
shall waal because of him.” Qur Lord says, ¢ In
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those davs, after: that tribolation, the .sun- shall be
darkened, and-the moon shall. not.give her hight,
And the stirs of heaven shall full; apd the powers
that are in heaven shall be shaken. . And then shall
they see the 8on of man coming in the clends with
power aml g:(-,eﬁt i'gIOI‘}I‘ ~And “-"IEH s»hall he bL‘ﬂdhiﬁ
angels, and shall gather together his eleet-from the
four winds, from the uttermost part of .the qﬂaﬂhﬂﬁ
the ultermost part of heaven,” o

To-those passages - of seripture which declare the
might be added which speak of it.as near at hand.
The apostle Peter says, « The end of all things is at
hapd : be ye-therefore sober, and watcl ungo prays
er?. Tt is promised that, for the clects sake, the days:
of tribulation, which shall pyecede: the judgment
shall be shortened. And in the book of the Rever
lation, which eléses the scripture canon, our. Loy e
frequently uses these expressions, “ Behold, I come
quickly. Surely, 1 came quickly.” e el

2. The certainty that Jesus Christ will shortly
come to judgment may be inferred from-the-dis,
lays of the divine perfections and glery which shall
e made on that day. . In the administration of the
kingdom of his providence, on earth, God often
makes darkness bis paviiion, and -clothes himselt
withthe thick darkness round about, s kiis path is
in the deep waters, “and his foots®ps are not
known : his judgwients are unsearchable, and his
ways past finding out. But justice and judgment
will then appear to have been the habitaticn of - his
throne, mercy accompanied with truth ehall g5 be-
fore his face.  The righteous now have much inju-
rg' and many wrongs'donc unto them : but God will
then bring forth their judgment as the light, and
their righteousness as thé -noon day. ~'Fhey shall
then receive an abundant compensation for all their
sufferings and sorrows, and all their reproach shall
be forever clean wiped away. The wicked now:
generally prosper in their way :. but they shalkthen’
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weep and howl, and, in the utmeost terror and con.
stermation, call to the rocks and to the mountains to
fall on them, and to hide them from the face of him
that sitteth on the throne, and from the face of the
lamb. Every thing thatis now obscure in the di-
vine government will then be made clear,and every
crooked thing straight : for God wili be justified
when he spéaketh, and clear when he judgeth. And
0 ! what wonders in the divine administration will
this scene unfold, when every work shall be brought
into judgment, every hidden thing revealed, and the
secrets of all hearts made manifest ? How will the
wisdom and goodness, the holiness and justice, the
truth, the mercy, and the love of God be then dis-
played to the admiration of the asscmbled universe ?

3. The certainty that Jesus Christ will shortly
., tome to judgment may be.inferred from this ; That
" hisown glory, as Mediater, shall on that day be
complete. 'This commenced when he was declared
“to be the Son of God, with power, according to
the Spirit of holiness, by his resurrection from the
dead. Itwas continued and increased by his ascen-
tion into heaven, his sitting at the right nand of the
Father, in his being given to be the head over all
things to the church : and it shall have its comple-
tion in the judgment of the great day.” He shall
then come to be glorified in tus saints, and admired
in all them that bclieve.  His elect shall then be
all gathered in, and his mystical body perfected.
foc ignominy of the cross shall then be forever
clean wiped away, and his victory over all the
wwers of darkness perfect and entire.  Then shall
[m deliver up the kingdom, which had been delegat-
ed to him, to the Father, and God shall be all and
all. | |

4. Thal Jesus Christ will shortly come to judg-
ment may also be inferred from the glory and happi-
ness which await his pcople on that day. It is at
the resurrection of the just that they shall be fully re-
compensed. 'Their souls indeed, at death, made
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perfect in holiness, pass immediately into glory.
"Thas eur Lord declared to the penitent thief on the
cross, *“'To day shalt thoube with me‘in Paradise.”
Bat both soul and body are requisite to constitute
the.man. The bodies of believers then, which have,.
perhaps, for thousands of years slept in the dust, shall
on that day be raised up, spiritual bodics, 1 1ncor-
ruption, in power, and in glory, fashioned like unto
Chirist’s glorious body, and being re-united to their
souls, both shall be- made partakers of glory and.
blessedness in as great a measure, and in as large a
propottion as they are qualified to enjoy..

This is an argament for Christ’s speedy appear-
ance to judgment, in as much- as from the intimate:
union subsisting between himand the chureh in gen-
eral, and every true believer in particular, he has a
most endearing aftection for them, and the glory and.
happiness conferred on them ultimately redounds un.
to himself. . K is a part of his office, as mediator,.
and.in which his honor and happiness are deeply in-
terested, to bring all those, whom.be bath redcem-
ed unto-God by his blood to the full: possession and-
enjoyment of all that glory and blessedness which
he hath purchased for them,  And the mutual ardent.
affection:subsisting. between Jesas Christ and his
church nd people, together with their earnest de-
sires for, and expectations of it, will be powerful ar-
guments with him.to hasten that day.

- What thenis so repeatedly and expressly declar-

ed and-promised .in his word—what will tend so re-
markably to display. the perfections, character,. and
glory of God-—what will be the consummation of
bis own mediatorial glory—and what shall forever
complete the glory and happiness of his people ; Je.
sys Uhrist. will not fail speedily to accomplish,

I would improve this subject, in the 1st place, for
the conviction and reproof of such as live without
Christ, baving no hope, and without God in the
world. You have hearii} that Jesus Christ will cer.

2
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tainly come shortly. ¢ But who may abide the day
of his coming ? and who shall stand- when he ap-

eareth ? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like ful.
ers soap ; and.he shall sit as a refiner and paurifier of
silver.” Be exhorted then to prépare to meet your
God. He comes for the salvation of his people :
but he comdes to the confusion and dismay of his e-
nemies, * |

'To whicheof these classes do you belong? Or
with whom will you associate ? If with his enemies,
Gird up your lotns like a man.  Deck thyself with
majesty and excellency, and array thyself with glo-
ry and beauty, Harden thy heart as the adamant,
or the nether mill-stone. Make thy neck as an iron
sinew, and thy brow as brass. + Cast abroad the
rage of thy wrath, and in the fury of rebellious mad-
ness come forth to the combat. A But consider, O!
sinner, * Hast thou an arm like God ? or canst thou
thunder with a voice like him 7 Art thou able, with
a feeble arm of flesh, to oppose him who cometh
forth against thee accompanied with myriads of
saints nnd angels, and arrayed in all the terrours of
incensed omnipotence ? O, no: he looketh on the
earth, and it trembleth : he toucheth the hills, and
they smoke. The sun shall become black as sack-
cloth of hair, and the moon become as blood, the
stars of the firmament shall fall, and the powers
that are in heaven shall be shaken. The heavens
skall be wrapped together as a seroll, and being on
fire shall pass away with a great noise ; the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the
things which are therein shall be burnt up at hie glo-
rious appearance. Do you expect thatyou shall be
able to stand, when the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
and the mighty men, shall hide themselves inthe
dens, and in the rocks of the mountains, for fear of
the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth ?

The expectation would be the height of presump-
tion and madness, Now then is the time to be wise.
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Submit yourselves now to Jesus Christ as [y;gur Lord,.
and accept of bim as your S8avior. Hewillbeuntoyou
an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from
the tempest, as rivers of water in §dry place, and as
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.. Take
his yoke upon you, and learn of him, for he is meek
and lowly in heart ; and ye shali find¢est unto your
souls. lziss ye the Son, lest he be angry aund ye
perish from the way, when his wrath.is kindled but
alittle. Blessed are all they, and fhey only who
put their trust in him. |

2. T would improve this subject for the support
and consolation of the righteous under theirafflictions
and trials, ~ It is indeed the joint testimony of serip-
ture and experience, that we must, through much”
tribulation enter into the kingdom o God. Baut let
not this discourage you. 'Phere shall no temptation
take you but such as is common to men ; for God is
faithtul who will not suffer you to be tempted above
‘that you are able ; but will, with the temptation also
make way to escape, that you may be able to bear
. Whatever your afllictions and trials may be,
whether of hody or of mind, whether in person, in
reputation, or in property, whether they proceed im-
mediately from the hand of your heavenly Father,
or by his permission from the hand of devils, or of
wicked men, or however numerous, complicated or
severe they may S, still you have this consolation
that they wiil be short. Jesus, whose disciples and
followers you profess yourselves to be, if you prove
faithful unto him, will shortly come to put an end to
all your sufferings and sorrows, and to put you into
possession-of everlasting glory and blesszdness be-
yond the reach of every trouble and oi every fear.
“ Pat on therefore the breast-plate of faith and love,
and for an helmet the hope of salvation. Gird
the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end for the grace which shall be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. For yet a little

while, and he that shall come, will come, and will
not tarry.”
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8. I would improve this subject [or the excitement

and encouragement of the people of God to deli-.
" gence and peiseverance in their christian course.
Glory, honor,-und immortality are set before you ;.
and it is by a patient contipuance in well doing that
you are to be made péggakers of them, Be ye then
not slothful in busines¥y- but fervent in spirit, serv.
ing the Lord. Let your loins-be always girt about,
aud your lamps always burning, and. yc yoursclves
Like unto them. that wait for the coming of their
Lord. He has given you every possible assurance
that he will come -shortly. His reward will be
with him- to render to-every one, not ouly ascording:
to the nature, but also in.proportion.to the meusure.
*@Oir works, Awake then to rightcousness. Be.
wot weary in well.doing, You know not how soon.
your Lord may come. And God .is \not, unrighte--
ous to forget your work.and labor of love..

- In the 4th and last place, I would improve this
subject by earnestly recommending to each of you
frequent and serious meditation.on death and judg-
ment, The benefits resulting from a compliance
with this recommendation will, in all* probability.
be many and great. 1t will tend to fortify you a.
gainst temptation, and be'an happy mean, of pre-
gerving you from sin. It will serve.to wean. you
" {rom an undue attachment to the world and the things
of the world. It will tend to admiwster, supfmrt.
ahd coinfort to youunder the afflititions and trials to
which you are new cxposed. It wili invigorate
your endeavors,and animate you 1n the discharge
of duty. In a word, the happy fruits resulling from
frequent and serious meditation on death and judg:
ment will, in all probability, be to render death com.
fortable, judgment triumphant, and eternity glorious
and happy. | ‘
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REVELATION X1V, Xili.
Blessed are the dead which die tn the Lord,

WE cannot, my Brethren, teo frequently realise,
or be too habitnally or deeply impressed with the
troth, that, as we are beings of yesterday, so our
~days on earth are but 2 shadow.. Man is born to die,

 his indeed was not the original comstitution of
human natore. Man was at first made immortal.
But, ¢“by one man sin entered into our world, and

death by sin ; and ¢o death passed upon all men for
that all have sinned.”

 Whether, in case man had retained his primitive
innecence and rectitnde, this world would have been
the place of hisconstant residence, whether he would
have been subjected to any change, or remove, as
he was, to any other placc er state, are points which
we are not competent to determine. This, however,
is certain, that he would have been forever a stranger
to death. Death is the wages of sin. Death is the
curse of disobedience. |

Death then being an invoad on the original consti.
tution of human natore, reason and nature knew
not, nor could they possibly devise any remedy
against it.  This was beyond the reach, not only
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of all human, but also of all created wisdom. To

the deviee and acco?liwnt of thisy infinite wris-
oné dijgipetent.

dom and .love were

T pighty Baviegr who is ahle to save them
toﬂlwmogsttil&co .Hb him, has, by
dying, conquered degth 8nd Jim that had the 1ower
obit, that he might deliver them who tiitélegh. icap
i death were all their life time subject to bopdage,
Accordingly yohear him declare, “Lp the. re-
s&‘rec?p, and -ghe dlife 5 ';;"“;t;:l eth iu;\ me
though e, werdiglead, yet sk ' #‘w 050-
cve'rglibveti) andﬁ}ievnyth*&e shall nefer dic.”

Delmerance from death, 88 it consisis in the sepa-
ion of the soul fromthg i “Jesus Christ has
notindeed promiagd, nor doth’Re grant it to his peo-
ple. In this respg®-it is appointed unto all menonce
to die. But he has taken away the sting of death ;
and not only deprived it gf every thingthatis cither
gightfu.l'or angerous, bl Yacbas also. tonverted it
to a blessing.” Thus it ¥ declared in the text,
s Blessed are the dead which die ig.the Lord.”

1 shall restrict myself hereto two sbservations on
the words. 'The one is, that the blessedugss here
pronounced belongs, exclusively, to shose who « die
m the Lord :” whamre united to ‘g Lard Jesus
Ohriet, as their covenant head, by atme and- living
fuith, and interested in all the blessings of sgvation

hhim. With regard to al! ¥5sis, aeath is
stifelothed in all its native terrours ; and the death
of the body will tesgpinate in the destruction of both
san! and bedy in hell forever.

e other observation whieh I dhall meke here
tiat so important and comfertgble-dpis dech-
i, Wat the apostle Johp is p‘”ly com-
licd to recor itl‘me fit of sl sacceeding
mhérations. ¢ And and & voige.-from heav
gﬁn o me, Wyite, blessed are the dead whic
inbhe Locd.”
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What I

n
jeat is, To ¢ 'é‘f
finen of those wﬁ &te mﬁ#e d cons And
then to apply whit

a bg itha re-
ference to the oc n);n L We arp?-%%t

Iam,;ﬁ ﬁle'ﬁ’rsf lace, toenuea )r to shew you
where{;n the blessednﬂs of these who die in t.he  Lgrd
consis e |

1n eniilig o, thxs 1 would
blessed Were st keu,ﬁf,u B
who die in the Lord 18 not Lo be cofls]
sisting in the manner, or emternal
their %cath Next”t—f?oﬁbt word
from experience and observation.goes it appear t
there is any just foundatibn laid for lacmgl
these.  As, in hfe, the peOpiv' of God erc not
empted fro those temporal ufilictions.yrhich ace &
conmon 1ot & human.&nﬁ but on e ctnmy,
most commonly share lasgely inthem’ so their dcath
may be precex'ed and aucrampamed by muche pain
snd many soiferings.

Stﬂi howcver, Blessed are Lhe dcad which die
in the Lord.” 'This we trust*wjll fuliy appear if
you attend to the followin 8 ‘considérations.

1. €l',‘hc deal’b of Duch as diein *"e Lord is always
safc. 'This igdqually the cage at whatever period,
by whatcver means, or in whatever external circame
stances.¢hey may die. W hetheribey are taken away
in-thc mbrping of-their daya, Kke the tender plapt
which is nipt in the bud ; IuommF youth ; an
the meridian of life’; or when, natare has beco

exhaustedsmd is worn dowp by the infirmitics asd
decays of o\ agc. Wl?th «ghey are takep,
by a suddeg’ tqd ,une
and Imgerjng ¢4
of violence, or
Qvns and oﬁﬁnp a4 this le
hether thiy die im abject poveray, or in the pos-
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nof snabundepce 4f the. good Miings of -this
m kingson tbﬂmeé;ytﬁe ars orf the
‘Whether they die un&'te  abd exercised Wh

- Mang pé ities, deubite fe‘ﬂ, I'espectmg their
L g ard state; or i t and fult
assuratiee of future glory snd blets hese are

alt adventitious mstances, ad Justcd and directed

ite wi irrthemselves, of comparatively
small moment, lﬁawhilb donet, in sny measure,
aﬂ'ect&ew cbaraeter or 'ttate Sttll to them the

sti ifds cogverted in-
to ' ﬁ- ’ ﬁe ﬁgbt‘*dl God is

ﬁmts covenant remains sure.
lweﬁ 'ﬂielr lives are hid with

| fstin . Death ig to them the gate of life.
Lod. sleep in Jesus, and go to be ever with the
r

% The ‘such agafie in the Lord is gne-
rally sercne @bk co le. Meést commonly
they are enabled to megt this king gf terrors, and to
submeR to his strokcnws hich all wftist submlt with
firmness and foptitudgy hgving their confidence and
hopa fixed in God. 1Ins8teady uniform coursc of
holy ebedience, the christianusually attains te such
a comfortzble pgrduasion of his gracious state, and
tosuch a pcrmancat well fmmdccgx e of his interest

m fhe covenant, merey and love of ,as tend g
inspire him with an holv magianimi badﬂnrst
dagbert snd consolwiedto hnmmulé!'tﬁ tbe affiictions

tﬁﬁ‘lals of life, to 'cmlﬂe him-to feur!io evil when
he walks thmuq‘h ths valley of the shadedpsf d%
dnd as prove }hirn an a r of the squt both
‘a&de. stedfast, ahd withsh entereth into that within the
v

oo oad v e T vt Bt it ise
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the world cgn neither give, nor tgke away, and
which strangeis jatermeddle not with. « Mark the
peefact man, and behold the upright : for the latter
ead of that man is peace.”

3. The death of such as die m the Lord is fre-
quently glorious and teiumphant. Blessed be God,
the instapices are nof rare in which from a sense of
his gracious and comforting presence, fron: the
bright prospeets of future glory, and the swcet fore-
tastes of appreaching blessedness, his cople are ren-
dered superiorto every fear, triumphant over every
terrour, are filled. with joy unspeakalle and 4al! of
glory ; and exelaiming, Lord, why tarriest thou ?
why are thy chariot wheels so longin coming ? enter
svith full sail into the haven of cternal rest,

This has been the case with maltitudes, not oply
of those who have been called to the high and ho-
norable post of sealing their testimony with theie
blood, and ef yielding yp their liveg unger the most
excrufiating pains and%tpncs-, g aghering t0'the
cause of their God and Rgdecinef ;s and whose
strength and comforts hayg "been proportioned to
their sufferings : bat also with many who have died
under lingering and painfal diseases. 1t has been
the case not only with many who have been distin-
guished for their high stations and emincnt services
in the charch of Chyist: bat with many also, in the

TR ;o fai
humble stations and retired walks of hie,

- Liet me invite you, my Brethren, to draw near ip
{he death bed of him who dies in the Lord, and ¥
take a viewr of him ip thesc comfortable and glori

ously triumphant circumstances. The sight is cal.
culated to do you good, Bebold him strong in the
faith giving glory to Ged, and in the full assurance
of faich and hope rojoicing in prospect of the glory
of God. Behold him abupdantly supported &

cernforicd under the staltngys snd pains of his

by those consolations ofviid ghic -neither £ if
%ﬁtﬁgéor s teldade froih the®

with Christ ; yet



prstn of the bedy with patiebce and besignation to
the will of his heavenly Fatier, The serenity and
" chieerfulness of heaven are on his countehance,
whilst his soul is filled with its glory and jogs. See
him resigning His spirit into the hand of his God and
Redeemer, and entering with teiamph, and with
tgansport "into the reulms of bliss. How edifying
is;such a sight 7. How desirable, how enviable is
such’a situation ? who in the contemplation of it is
not dispoded to exclaim, “ Let me die the death of
therighteoas, and let my last end be like his.”
-4, Peuth is, tothose who die in the Lord, the ter-
mination of all their sufferings and sorrows, and
fie commencement of their everlasting glory and

_‘Q‘l@ﬁisedzﬁes& o

 Thake a view ofthose who die in the Lord, when
death has accottiplished his work on them. The
hody, it is true remajns a lifeless corpse. 1t is de-
osiged in the house appointed for all the living. I¢
yecotes the “Pe¥-of corruptioh and worms, and
moulders to its native dust. But witli it are depo-
sited iri the grave, ail those sicknesses and pains, all
tljxqsq;l‘a.bors and cares, vexations, disappointments,
and sorrows which occurred in providing for its
support. It also rests in hope. 'The union sub.
sisting between Christ, and the belicver, is an union
ofthe whole man: of both soul and body. This
anion then beiween Christ and the bodies of his
people is not destroyed, or in any wise affected by
daah; ahy more”than the uniod between him and

 their soals.

. Their bodies are the purchasé of the Redeemers
~ blood, as well as their souls. They are still bis
. charge. 'They arestill his care. As the servants

- - of Giad favor the dust of Zioti, and take pleasure in

het stones and rubbisii ; sb.the dust and ruins of
+Aillbodies of his pe?‘i@; dpe preclous in the eyes of

. “their Redcermer, - Fhiey ¥ in: the sure snd certain

“# Rprospegt and hope of a resutrection ts glory and im-
Tortality.  Thus the prophet Ysaiah ays; * He

“ L]
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lh%} enter mto. peace ; they shall rest in their beds,
eatlt one walking in his ugrightness.” “ For,” says
the apostle, ¢ if we believe that Jesus died, and rosc
again ; even so. them also which slcep in Jesus
shall God bring with him,”

Such is the state of the body after death, But
what is become of the immortal spirit. Follow it ia
its journey through the skics. It has winged its
flight to the regions of eternal day. Angels were its
escort. The heavens. were opened toit. It paw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at'the right hand
of God ready to receive if. Made perfect in holi-
ness,. passing the boundaries of time, and enterin
into ‘!.e confines of eternity, it secs God as he is. It
beholds-him face to face. lts conformity to him is
perfect.. It rests inthe bosom of its (zod. It contem-
plates and enjoys all the divine and mediatorial ful-
ness and glory of Jesus Christ. It associates with
angels, and with the spirits of the just made perfect.
It is clothed with all the glory, engages in all the
delightful employments,.and participates in all the
extaticand transporting enjoymeants ol heaven.

Bat both-soul and body are necessary to consti-
tute the man, nor is the man complete whilst either
of them is wanting.. And notwithstanding the glory
and happiness of the soul, in this state of separation
from the body, are as-great as it is capable of en-
_joying, yet reason dictates, and the oracles of infal-
iible truth assure us that large accessions of glory and
blessedness awaitthose who die inthe Lord at the re-
surrection of the just. 'The soul then looks forward,
with pledsing expectation,. to the morning of the re-
surrection when it shall be re-unitedto the body, and
the upright shall bave the dominion,

Toreceive his body again such as it once was,
the seat of corruption, the source of temptation, and
subjcct to diseases and death, would, to the belicver,
be a curse instead of a blessing. But widely differ-
ent from this will behe cas€, ~ His body shall.then
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be fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious bady, aceor-
ding to the working whereby he is able to subdue
all ﬁ\ings unto himselt. Tt is sown in corruption, it
is raised in incorruption. Itissown in dishouour, it
18 raised in glory, it is sownin weakness, it 1s rais-
ed in power. Itissawn a natural body, it is raiscd a
spiritnal body.  For this corruptible must put on in-
C‘orx;Uption, and this mortal must put on immortali-
ty.’ |

After death, we are told, cometh the judgment.
There is reason to believe that a particular judgment
takes place with regard to every individual, imme.
diately after dcath, according to which their final
destinies will be dctermined. But besides this we
are assured that there will be a future, general, and
‘final judgment ; termed in scripture the judgment of
the great day ; in which the equity of the whole of
the divine condact towards his creatures shall be ful-
ly manifested, and an illastrious display given of the
divine perfections and character ~ Iuto this judg-
‘ment shall the righteous, as well as the wicked, be
brought. - Whilst then the wicked shall appear in
this iudgm‘ent with terrour.and dismay, whilst they
shall call to the rocks and to the mountains to fall on
them. 1nd to hide them from the face of him that sit-
teth oo the throne .and from the wrath « “the Lamb ;
the righteons shall appear with confidence, with
hope, and with rejoicing. They shall appear to be
openly acknowled‘ red and acquitted in the nresence
of the assembled universe. And having been as-
sessors with Christ in judging and passing sentence
#n wicked men and apostate angels ; und having
shared with their Lord in all the glory and triumphs
of that dreadful day, they shall ascend w .or him [u
to heaven ; so shall they ever be with the Lord.

To endeavor to describe the felicities and glories
of the heavenly state would be a {ruitless attempt.
The language of mortals is not adequate toit. 'The
most exalted conceptions which we can possibly
form fall infinitely short of it. Let it sutfice then to
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ray What they will be such as are worthy of 2 God
ot all perfection, fulness and glory to bestow ;- such
as are worthy the purchase of lmmanuel’s blood ;
such as'the refined and eularged powers and ca-
pacity of men shall be capable of enjoying.; that
they will be progressive, unchanging, and cternal.

Thus you see the death of those. whe die in the
Lord is indeed blesscd.

Their death is always safe —generally serene and:
comfortablc—often glorious and triumphant—ihe
termination of all their suiferings and sorrows, and
the commencenient of their eveclasting glory and
blessedness.. | |

Therethe wicked cease frem troubling, and the
weary are at rest. ¢ They rest from their lubour,
and théir works do follow them ”  Justly then may:
they sdopt the langaage of the Psalmist,-and- say,
I shall beliold thy face in rightevusness ;- I shall
be satisfied when I awake with thy-likeness. Thou
wilt shew me the pathof life : in thy presence is ful-
ness of joy, at thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore.”’

~ From what hasbeen said you- may see’ that tie
believer in Christ has no just eause to fear, or to be
intimidated at the prospect of death : bat, on the con-
trary, every reason to rejoice.  Te him death car-
ries i it no real evilor danger. Lt terminates all
his sufferings and sorrows ; and it brings him to the
completion of all his desires and hopes.

'From'what has been said you may also see the
little cause, which the surviving relatives and friends-
of those who die in the Lord, Lave o' indulge.in
gricf and mourning. Could you see the celestial
gliory with which they are clothed ; could you realise
the perfect and unmixed happiness- which: they en-
Joy, yoawould rather rc(i;qiceg
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Nature, however, has its feelings in such cases,
Weep we may but not as those who have no hope.

This naturally leads me to apply what has been
#nid, with a particalar refercnce to the occasion on
which we are assembled, f |

Such as we have been describing, we have eve.y
rational and scriptural ground to believe is the casc
with that servant ot God, whose death we this day
commemorate. 'To him to live was Christ, and
death gain, We canuot doubt that he died in the
Lord, and is blessed.

'

I am nofriend to extravagant panegyrie, either
on the living, or the dead. At the same time I con-
sider it a duty to exhibit eminent worth in a jast point

-of light, that others may profit by the example.,

'The character whieh I shall give of the deceased
shall be drawn from an intimate personal ac-
‘quaintance, of nearly forty years. And for the truth
and justice of it Itrust I may confidently appeal to
the knewledge of those who enjoyed the best oppor-
tanities of being well acquainted with him. |

U Dr, John King was born in Chesnut-level, in the
lowgr part of Lancaster county, December 5, 1740,
7,60¥"1¥0kst and reputable parents,

"He was the second son of R.bert King, who
emigrated from Ireland and puore. ased a tract of
" land there, on which he resided, ar.d on which Dy,
King was born. His father was a ruling elder in
the congregation of Chesnut-level,in which office he
- continved until his death, which was about the year

1763, or 4.

Atthe age of 14 or 15, Dr. King commenced his
classical studies in‘a Grammar school, under Mur.
Smith. Some time after, hc was removed to WNew-
Ark Academy, where ho completed his classical
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studies. Belween the time of his leaving the Aca-
demy and going to College, he visited Conocochea-
gue, where, for several ycars, he taught an English
and Grammar school,

He entered Phi\-adelphia'College, then under the
care of Doctors William Smith and ¥Francis Alison,
May 6, 1765, | |

Whilst prosecating his stadies in the College, he,
at the same time, taught one of the higher classes in
the Academy, which was connected with it.

He commenced Batchelor of Arts, May 22,1766.

After leaving College, being much afflicted with
a painon his breast and hoarseness, he was afraid
that he would not be able te speak in public ; which
induced him to enter on the study of Physick, which
he did in Baltimore. Getting betcer of the pain in
his breast and hoarseness, he relinquished the study
of Physick, in about three mwonths after he had coii-
~ menced it, and applied himself to the study of Di-
vinity. It'is not known under what minister he

“prosecuted his studies.
He was licensed to preach, Auguéf-the 5th,]76,

Having preached some time in this congregation

as a probationer, he was presented with a call:to be

“their Pastor, which he accepted, and was ordained
-and installed, Augost 23d, 1769,

AIn May, 1770, he took his degrec of Master of
rts.

April 2d, 1771, he married Miss Elizabeth M.
Dowell, daughter of Mr. John M*Dowell, c¢neof
the Elders ot the congregation in which he was
settled ; and with whom he lived very bappily the
remaining part of his life, and whio proved 2 carelul
and tender nurseto” him in his affliction, He has
left no issue,
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ITe was Pastor of this congregation upwards of
lorty years. =

During the last six years of his life, he laboured
under a Kheumatic complaint, with which he was
severely afflicted, and which bafled every medical
application. For four years of this time, however,
he continued in the exercise of his ministry, in the
latter part of which, his limbs were so enfeebled
that he was not able to stand, and officiated sitting in’
a chair fixed in the pulpit. Finding his complaint
still increasing, and his prospects ol usefulness, in
a publick capacity, at an-end, he resigned his charge,
September, 1811, A P

~His complaint continued toincrease, and. hig bo:-
dily strengtg to decline, until he became utterly help-
less. Some time before his-death, he was seized
with a violent fever, which brought his natwral life’
to a ctose. He died July 5th, in the 78d year of’
his age.. - | -

. Dr, King was a-man of good natural parts, which’
he diligently cultivaited.. And,.in® particalar, from
the time of his being settled in the ministry, being"
placed in favorable circumstances for study, he id-
dustriously improved what time he could redeem:
from the immediate duties of his office, in acquiring:
the knowledge of all these. branches of literatureand:
scieiee which tended to respectability and usefulness.
Besides being a good Latinand Greek scholar, he had
a competent acquaintance with the Hebrew and the
French. He had studied Nataral and Moral Phi-
losophy, Astronomy, the Mathematies, and Iogic’
with attention, and had a cousiderable genesal:
knowledge of Chymistry. He had paid cogsider--
able aitention-to ecciesiastical historv, With Divin-
ity, in its scveral branches, he was well acquainted.

Influenced by his well known, and established
sharacter, as a sctiolar and a divine, the trustees of
Dickinson College, at one of the first commence-
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ments in the College, viz. in the year 17 9.2‘,' cofrfer-
‘red-on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Dr. King vwas the author of scveral small publi.
cations, particularly a Catechism, tor the instruction
of youth, in the principles of the Cbristian religion
—and more especially calculated to fortify thern
against that spirit of scepticisin and infidelity, which
at the time of its publication, threatened to corrupt
the principles and morals of many—of some pieces
in the Assemibly’s Magazine, on the subject of a
man’s marrying his former wife's sister—of « disser-
tation vn the prophecies, referring to the present
times, &c. | | |

As a companion, Dr. King was sociable, cheer-
ful, and instracting,  As afrienid, he was siucere
affectionate, uniform, and faithial.

~ Ttiwill be remembered by these whe werse most
‘intimately acquainted with him, that, in his most
cheerlul hours, and when his mind was most unbent
in social conversation, he manitesied & eenstant dis-
‘position, and embraced every fawourable opporiuni-
ty toimprove what was said to some useful purpose ;
and, in a manmner equally remeved from rigrd se-
verity, on the one hand, and vain ostentation on the
other, to suggest reflections of a moral and religious
tendency. -

He paid a particular attention to youth, and es-
pecially to such as were entering upon the business,
and about to be exposed to the temptations of the
world ; and took frequent opportunities of adminis-
tering to them suitable adviee and caution,. in the
most affectionate and friendly manner.

He was conscientiously steady in his attendance
on the Judicatures of the church, and being well ac»
-quainted with its discipline and government, and
possessed of a sound judgment ang much prudence,
was an highly useful member.
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He was very serviceable tothe churgh in direot:
ing, and assistingseveral young menin their stadics.
for the ministry, whom he alwaystreated with much,
tenderness and -#ffcction, and wha retained for him
much reverential respect.

Naturally modest and una;ssuming. he was. never
forward or obtrasive ; but when duty called, always
decided and firm. |

"In his principles Dr. King was-strictly arthodox ;
a uniform and warm friend to the great doctrines of
grace. His piety was rational and warm. His
life fully corresponded with his proféssion, and he
has left behind him.a character unsullied by a blot..

He evidenced an increasing concern for the in-
terests of Zion ; and so far from being of a bigoted
or contracted spirit, he held friendly intercourse with:
peisons of different denominations, and was ready

o countenance and encourage all who appeared dg-
sirous of promoting the cause of religion,  °

He was-ready to distribute, and’ willing: to com.
municate to every real object of charity that present-
‘ed, and®a.such literary institutions as promised to be-
useful,. . o

He has left this Bible to you, my Brethren, as-a

memorial of his affection for you ;* and he has be-

neathed & 200-for the ase of the Bible Society in
hiladelphia. T o

Even when grenstly depressed under his long con.
tinced and severe indisposition, the visit ot an ao.
guaintance, and more especially of an old friend, ra-
vived and anumated bimin a remarkable manncer,

.y vy - Y

* This refers to a handsome hot press folio Bibls,
left by the Doctor, in his will, which had been provided,
and was on the Pulpit when this discourse was delivey-
sd. _
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Tho” liis afflictions were severe and of long ¢t
tinuance, and tho’ he was considerably advanced in
'years, yet-he still r¢tained, until very -nearthe *close
of his life, his intellectual powers, very little impair-
ed. His mind was still vigorous and -active.

" As apublic speaker Br. King always labored
under a feeblentss-of voice and {requent hoarseness,
which prevented him from being so well known,
and -so highly esteemed as a preacher, as the abun-
dancc of evangelical- matter contained in his dis-
courses justly -entitled him.

You, formerly the people ef his charge,well kngw
the tervor of his devotion, how editying and savory
his discourses from the palpit were, with what dih-
gence he taught you from house to house, and with
what parental affection, solicitude, and care he
watched overyou: and we trust that many of youd
will be his joy and crown of rejoicing, in the pre-
sonce of the Lord Jesus Christ at his coming,

Havinga good constitation, Dr. King gencrally
enjoyed, through life a good state of bealth, Duritg
the last six years of his life, however, he was severe-
Iy afflicted. ' Let-as now proveed to takea view of
the state of his mind under his affliction, and in
prospect of his approaching dissolution.

Here Il shall thtroduce a coinmunication on the
‘subject, from Mr. Llliot, your present worthy Pas-
tog. It is so happily expressed that I shall give it
to you preeisely as it was communicated to me,

¢ I visited Dr. King, some few weeks hefore his
fdeath, and daring his last illness. He entered mto
an animated conversation with respect to his own
views of religion, and the pecualiar experiences of
his mind. He spoke in exalted terin¢ of the doc-
trines of grace, as the only foundation 6f a sinners
hope. He said he could see mothing in his past life
which afforded him apy ground of dependance, and
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that he had no hope from any other gnarter but from
the glorions scheme of redemption, as revealed in
the word of God. No other way ! said he. No-
thing will do but this !

He observed that he frequently felt a desire to be
pore tally acquainted with the glorious character of
%ﬂd, than what perhaps was justifiable.  He be-
licved Christians oughtto be careful, nottotranscend.
the lunits ussigned themn in the word of God: add-
ing, that the word was our only standard and direc-
tory, with respect to the great mysteries of religion,
and that to it we ought aﬁways to keep close.

During the intervals of fever, when his mind was
capable of regular exertion, he said, he was gene.-
rally in prayer for bimself and others.

He was much afraid that he was too desirous to
depart. He longed for the time when he should be
delivered from his aflliction.  But he frequently ob-
served, that he strove and prayed against an impro-
per solicitude, wishing to wait the Lord’s time.

In the course of our couversation he mentioned a
fuct, which, tho’ it may appear trivial, in itself, 1s I
think deserving of nolice, as it serves to ilustrate
the speciality of Providence, about his saicts, even
i the smallest matters connected with their happi-
ness, and also affords a striking mnstance of the efti-
tacy of prayer. s |

Far some time aftér his disorder had become
more violeat, and the fever which accorpanied it
greatly increased, his slambers were almosiconstant-
iy disturbed with frightful and distressing dreams.
Being much perplexed on account of them, he made
it a subject of special prayer to God, and to his great
comtort soon found himself relieved, and these un-
Wwelcome disturbers of his repose banished from
his mind.  And what is remarkable is, that he con-
tinued to enjoy this tranguility in his sleep, althcugh
the fever was not removed, and it was not, till short-
ly before his death that it totally subsided.
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About two wecks aften the above conversation, and
about ten days before his death, I was present at his
bed side, and upon his complaining that he suffered
much, I observed that I hoped he received abun-
dant support from above. , yes, said he, 1 am
greatly supported.  He then observed that he had
been strongly tempted, some time before, to doubt
with respect to the foundation of his hopes ; and
whether that system of trath on which he had built
his faith, was agrecable to the word of God. Gon-
vinced that he had, long ago, carcfully examined in-
to the ground of his belict, he sought comfort in
prayer to God,and it was not loug till he experienc-
edit. Ihave now,said he, with a tear of joy spark-
ling in his eye, I have now no doubt of my love to
God. He is the most glorious of all objects. None
other can be compared to him.

Such was the faith, such were the comforlable
hopes of this aged servant of God about tcn days
beforc his death. Owing to a special visitation of
Divine Providence, I was prevented from secing
him again till the morning beforc his departure,
when he was speechless, e cannot doubt, howe-
ver, that death found in him a firm champion of the
cros—one who was willing to submit to the awlul
stroke for the sake of being present with him whom
his soul loyed. He had lived the life of the righte-
ous, his Iast end also was like his.” |

Such is the account which I received from ME.
Eilliot.

To this T would add that I visited Dr. King on
the sabbath afternoon, which was the day preced-
ing the one on which he died, He was then evi-
dently on the verge of eternity, and able to utter but
very few words.  He however knew me and gave
his hand to me, and to another person who accom.-
panied me.  After sitting down at some distance
from the bed, I observed that he several times look-
ed earnestly at me. Up(l))n which [ arose and weng
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to him. Raving observed that I found hing
weak and low, he assented by a nod of his;head.
then repeaied the words of the apestle, ¢ We know
that if the earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved we have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” To this he
~also assented, and with a degree of animation in his
countcnance, repeated what he was able of the pas-
sage after me. Having again sat down, I observed
‘that he still looked earnestly at me. Upon which I
arose and went to the bed. He then-gave me his
-«hand, and called me, his dear friend. I repeated
‘to him a verse out of one of Dr. Watts’ hymns :

¢ Jesus can make a dying bed
8 Feel soft as downy pillows are,
% While on his breast I le#h my head,
- % And breathe my life out sweetly there:”

#4

To this he also gave a pleasing assent.

Having, at his own intimation, prayed with him,

“1 took my leave of him, saying, that tho’ I shouid

mnever see him again, in this world, T trusted we

should shertly meet in one infinitely better: to which,
looking up, he also gave his assent.

Thus lived, and thus died that servant of God,
whose decegse we this day commemorate. Both

" in his life, and by his death he has borne honorable
testimony to the religion of Jesus, of which heyyas
a professor, and of which he was a minister. &

~ ing done much and suffered much, according to the
will of God, he has fallen asleep and is gathered un-
to his fathers. 'We trust that he has received the
glorious reward of grace according to all his labors

~ and suiferings ; and that he can now say, ¢ Ihave
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 1
‘have kept the faith:” and I have received that
« crown of righteousness which the Lord, the n%‘l_x-
teous judge, hath laid up for all them that love his
appearing.” Helived respected and esteemed. He
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lived toa considerable age. = Death' released him
from his pains and sufferings. He came “to the grave
in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his
season.” We have just ground to helieve that he
has had the sentence passed upon him, ¢ Well done,

good and faithiul servant : enter thou into the joy of

thy Lord. Wherefore- comfort one znothe; with
these words.” And ¢ sceing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that
is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of ‘our faith : who for the joy that was set
before him, endured the cross, despising the shame,

and is set down on the right hand of the throne of

God. Letus be followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.”
Kuzw.

@% .






