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A SERMON, &e.

D 33 GES———

4 Thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thow
shalt have Ienown that the heavems do rule.”’—
' Davw. iv. 26.

“WHaEN Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted
himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he
died.” Such was the reflection of a prophet of later
times, on the character and history of a tribe in Is-
rael that had inherited much of the favor and distinc-
tion from on high which were once the portion of its
amiable progenitor. - The lesson thus inciden-
tally inculcated by the prophet, has its claims
on the attention of every human being, under every
set of circumstances, throughout every age. So re-
mote s a spirit of haughtiness and self-sufficiency from
the rightful pretensions of our dependant nature, that
the feelings as well as judgment instantly revolt at
the slightest indication of the ungracious temper; and
the moral and immoral, as if by universal impulse,
lift up at once the instinctive voice against it. 'This
feeling, so natural, so common, so appropriate, is not
without its sanction in the general aspect of the pro-
vidence of God. He has himself recorded it that
“pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spi-
rit beforc a fall:* nor does it require a very minute
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ve tient inspection of his ways, in order to be
::surle’(’l It)I:at, sooml:r or later, hq vindicates his sove-
reignty in the discomfiture of vain confidence, and as.
serts the energies and glory of his government in the
abasement of the proud. Indeed, in a world like
ours, sufficiently disposed, notwithstanding all ite
helps, to depart from the knowledge of the Most
High, it is not easy to conceive how the sense of his
supremacy could be preserved at all among the na.
tions, were it not that a watchful and Jealous care re.
presses, by obvious and well.timed visitations, dispo-
sitions which can hardly flourish but by forgetfulng.s.s
of him, in the realization of whose glories the spirit
must be abased, and at the remembrance of whose
sovereignty vain-confidence will be paralized.

Here then is the foundation of the broad and scrip.
tural principle, that whatever be ¢the ills that flesh
is heir to,” whether in an individual or in g national
capacity, they flow direcfly from the sovereign ap.
pointment of Almighty God. He chastises in his
mercy, for the recovery of the wanderer: or he har.
dens to destruction, for a beacon to the world.

It is under this interesting and instructive point of
view, that we are taught to contemplate the remarka.
ble occurrence recorded in the passage of which our
text forms a portion. Few of you need be told that
the words just read are a part of the prophet Daniel’s
interpretation of 5 vision, which unfolded to the most
celebrated of the Chaldean monarchs the future desti.
nies of his eventfu] life. The empire over which he
reigned was the most extensiy

to ancienttimes. Withi acentury after the deluge, its
capital was founded on the Plain of Shinar; and circum.
stances recorded of the times of Joshua, before Tsrac}
wasestablished in the lanq of Promise, bear testimony
tothearts, and to the commercial enterprize of Bah vion
the Great. The records of antiquity throw but a feeble,

and indeed rather perplexing light, cn the eveyt, of
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hep early history. It would appear, however, from -
a careful comparison of the various slender, and some-

times almost contradictory notices which have been

handed down to us, that in an age very remote, the
seat of empire was transfered from Babylon to Nine-
vah; and that about six hundred years afterwards,

viz. in the year A. C. 606, the successful rebellion of
Nebopolassar, at that time hereditary Satrap of Ba-

bylon, deprived the Assyrian monarchy of its ruler

and its capital, and restored to the city on the plain of
Shinar its ancient pre-eminence over the cities of the

East.  Of this Nebopolassar, or Belesis as he is cal-

led in some fragments of antiquity, Nebuchadnezzat

was the son. Early associated with his father in the

goverament, and possessed of a capacity equally em.

inent in the arts of war and peace, Babylon rose, un-

der the auspices of his genius, to a height of power
and magnificence unknown to former times.

Ordained of God to become the scourge of the na.
tions, especially on account of their multnplled idola-
tries, the lengthened period of twenty-seven years
bore witness to the uninterrupted secries of his tri--
umphs. City after city sunk down before his en-
gines: throne after throne -crumbled al his touch.
The Jew and the Gontile were infatuated to provoke
him; and none that dared provoke him escaped
the perdluon of his grasp. Thus goaded on by an
ambition which knew no bounds, and emboldened by
a success which the wisdom of God permitted as the
terrible instrument of his own righteous judgments,
the nations far and wide felt the thunder of his pow-
er; while, insatiate and unwearied, he rolled before
him the full tide of his fortunds, and stalked the A-
pollyon of the Asiatic world.

No one can be surprised that with the spoils of so
many nations, and by the labour of so many captives,
Necbuchadnezzar should have so strengthened and
sdarned his city, as to render it one of tho greatest
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wonders of the world: or that he should have obtained
from tlie flattery, and even justice, of his subjects, the
honour of being denominated its second founder.
Much less can we wonder that the man who had done
this, should have become thoroughly intoxicated with
his splendour and successes; especially when it is
considered that peerless as he was, he was still the
worshipper of an_ idol God.

The pride of the Chaldean, however, was so much
the more inexcusable, and the idolatries he practised
8o much the more criminal, inasmuch as he had at-
tained to some knowledge of his maker, in conse-
quence of his conquest over the land of Judea. It
is abundantly evident from the order which he took
relative to the prophet Jeremiah, that he was well
acquainted with his character and functions; and
must in this way have learned at least something of
his creator, and of the reasons of his own unrivalled
success. From many other Jewish prophets, some
of whom are known to have been inmates of his pa-
lace, he must have learned much more. Nebuchad-
nezzar, howeyer, acted up to the spirit of wordly
minded men.  He revelled on the spoils his creator
had bestowed: in some moments of deep interest he
sought Jehovah as his helper: but as for the general
tenor o! iiis life, it passed on in deep forgetfulness.
And now, the work of desolation ended, it was time
that the scourger should himself be sconrged. We
are accordingly informed that in the visions of God
an intimation was couveyed to him of the approach-
ing judgmenl. A warning highly proper, consider-
ing the impoitant purpeses which Nebuchadnezzar
had fuliiled, and the highly distingnished station
whick: tic occapied. A warning, ton, not less merci-
ful thau proper, heeause he had omited from year to
year to prafit by the lessons which he had already
learncil. Tt ix 2 accoant of this signal warning, to-
gether with (he iuterpiciation of it by the prophet
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Daniel, and notices of its no less signal accomplish-
ment, that'oocupies the chapter from which our text
is taken.

The denunciation or the fulfilment of that fearful
threatning are not, however, to constitute the swhjects
with which it is intended to occupy your thoughts.
It may be sufficient to remark that it was literally ac-
complished in the deep humiliation of this man of
pride. In an age in which the benevolence of Chris-
tianized feeling had provided no asylum for the most
wretched of our race, and when the abject spirit of
nations born to slavery precluded the slightest
thought of putting constraint upon a despot, even
though that despot should be mad, he was suddenly
deprived of reason; and for seven dismal years, an
outcast from humanity, he roamed at large among
the beasts of the field, sustaining himself as he might
upon the fruits of the earth, ‘and wet with the dew
of heaven.” ,

But this dispensation, however, unusual and se-
vere, was intended towards the Chaldean and toward
the people whom he governed, as a dispensation of *
mercy. The righteousness of God did not hurl him
headlong from the throne which he had occupied with
80 much pride, in order to consign him to hopeless
ignominy. For in the vision it was intimated, and
in the interpretation it was declared, that when taught
to fill his station with a more becoming spirit, and in
a less exceptionable manner, the rod should be with-
drawn: ¢ thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after
thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.”
The prediction of mercy was in due time verified.
At the end of seven years his reason was restored;
and the humbled monarch ¢lifted up his eyes to hea-
ven, and blesed the Most High, and praised and hon-
ored him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an
‘everlasting dominion, and whose kingdom is from
. generation to generation.” Krom that time forth he
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appears to have pursued, in humility and prosperity,
¢ the noiseless tenor of his way,” till gathered to hig
fathers in a good old age. ' :

The events thus hastily and imperfectly sketched
have long since ceased to have the smallest bearing
upon the course of human things. The very memory
of this ponderous hammer of the earth can scarcely
be said to live but in the sacred page. And even the
almost indestructible monuments of his grandeur, the
lake.like trenches, the massy walls, the Alpine
gardens,

¢ Are sought in vain; and o’er each mouldering tower,
#Dim with the mist of years, grey flits the shade of power.”

But the lesson which was inculcated by the chas.
tisement of Nebuchadnezzar has lost nothing of its
force—nothing of his value. And if an apology be
deemed necessary for founding the reflections most ap-.
propriate to the solemnities of the presenthour upon a
detail of circumstances such as we have noted, rather
than upon some single simple cxpression conveyingstill
more explicitly the same great truths; let that apolo
be named in the expression of a belief that while the
afflictions which to-day robe our nation in sackcloth
are intended, like the visitation upon the Chaldean
king, to instruct us that ¢ the heavens do rule”; they
are connected with many circumstances which justif}
the hope that our ¢ kingdom shall be sure to us,”
our prosperity return, when once our youthful but
rebellious country shall have learned the needful
lesson.

Were we in want of an instance almost palpable
to sense, to shew how much iniqui’y can stultify ite
votaries, we should have it in the faci that the maxim
aere embodied is questioned alike as to its foundation
and its bearings. And yet, thongh the dispensation
under review possessed some strong and peculiar
features, it will hardly be denied that the principle
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with the control of individaals and communitiesy es-
pecially with the minute and universal detail: and
dignify this outrage against the honours of his provi-
dence with the names of liberality and science. "T'he
creator, it is said, is too elevated in his conceptions
and too exalted in his station, to condescend to the di-
rection of the trivial matters which embroil the pas-
sions and cherish the solicitudes of our little world.
Or if he stoop at all to rule the destinies of nations,
if he occasionally interfere to make empires feel the
retribution of his justice, yet it would seem most pro-
per that, securing by his omnipotence the grand re-
sult intended, he should extend his cares no further
than to that general issue; but, seated upon the throne
of universal empire, cause his worlds unnumbered to
wheel around their centres, while it is left to the wis-
dom or folly of their occupants to shape their own
course at will.

We have only to remark on this pagan representa-
tion of atruly pagan deity, that it is predicated up-
on principles which in every thing fall short of the
honours due to him before whom we profess to be
humbling ourselves to-day; and to the luminous dic.
tates of whose word we owe it that our homage is not
rendered to ““the gods of wood and stone.” We
pass by the folly and baseness of the imputation
that the father of eternity is so puffed up with his des-
tinction as totally to lack the condescending goodness
‘which forms the noblest traitin the noblest of his crea-
tures. 'We touch not upon the stupidity of the gra-
tuitous assumption that his cares sliould be confined
to wielding mighty masses of unfeeling matter, while
‘he dlqreﬂarded as too trifling to share the honours of
his nutlce, the croatures that mlmblt them; to whom
alone such cares can be important, who alone can
discern and celcebrate his glories, and who, in fact,
are in themselves the Alpha and Omega of all that is
precious in the worlds on which they dweil. We




'S-

Vl-

h.

{11]

pame not the blasphemies implied in the assertion

that a upiversal providence over a universe of worlds
would be a charge too stupendous for the deity him.
self.—What place have such objections in the charac-
ter of him whose essence is ubiquity, and his ken om.
niscience? What mean leisure or inactivity in their
application to the being whose existence is eternity,
and his. will omnipobence? what bearing has mul-
tiplicity, has perplexity, on him to whose apprehen-
sion “all things are naked and open?” who compre-
hends themall as one simple idea! Degrading beyond
utterance is that liberalized opinion, stultified beyond
measure the luminous conception, which would thus
mutilate and paralize the government of him ¢ for the
control of whose dominion nothing is too vast; for
the vigilance of whose inspection nothmo' is too small.”
But upon what do men base the 9e1f-contradnctmy
assumption that the deity may exercise a gencral su.
gerintendence, may shape the course and arrauge tie
estinies of nations, whiie every minuter interest and
every minor movement is left to the direction of pas-
sion or of chance! 'When saw the world, or the uni-
verse, an instance in which the most comprehensive
concern did not consist of innumerable details; and
results the most stupendous did not spring from an in-
finite variety of mutually dependant or concurring
circumstances? Who has not learned the decisive
influence which an individual may exercise over the
fate of nations Who has not seen that, howevel
things are circumstanced, the destinies of the world
are controled by a very few? "And who has not pon-
dered the thousand—thousand circumstances which
have always edged the genius, given direction to the
pursuits, stability to the character, or success to the
measures of that monopolizing few? If God then con.
trol the destinies of nations; if his sovercignty and wis-
dom arrange the train of causes that are to issue in
the certain : accomplishment of his design; we are led
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back at once to the cradle and the nursery—we co.
template in suceession the innumerable incidents .
which fitted his agents for the station they were to

- occupy; and we trace the chain of causes from incident
to incident, from individual to individual, through a~
combination so exact, so delicate and so extensive,
that the mind becomes bewildered in the interminable
maze, and turns aside to adore the unsearchableness
of the wisdom which thus measured and timed sych
innumerable events, the omissjon or surcharging a sin-
gle one of which might have given a different turn to
the genius of the actor, a diffcrent issue to the pur-
suits which had engrossed him, a different aspect to
the world at large.

Let no one call these mere cob-web speculations.
Finely spun as they may be, they are exact deline-
ations of nature and of truth. No one who hears
me needs go beyond himself for proof of this asser-
tion. It was such a combination of circumstances,
remote and various, that fixed your allotment in the
days of your infancy. It was a combination of such
circumstances that, shaping your juvenile taste and
employments, gave a tone to your character and a di-
rection to your genius for the residue of life. It
was a combination of such circumstances, opera-
ting upon your fame, operating upon your wishes,
operating in ten thousand ways upon your standing
in saciety, that made you what you are and brought
you where you are. You have only then to pur-
sue this chain of acknowledged facts; you have but
to leave it to the deity still further to combine the
myriads of ingredients which make up the sum of
life to myriads of men; and in the fermentation of
their passions, in the combination of their efforts,

* in the amalgamation of their interests, you behold the
mighty means that plant or root up the prosperity of
nations. 'Who then that believes in God’s superin-
teadence over the world, can hesitate to believe that
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gppear strange that persons who form such a low
conception of the Creator’s councils, should regaad
the principle for which we have been contending,
even admitting it to be correct, as a mere theme of
curious speculation, totally unconnected with the or-
der and happiness of the humanrace. But the same
being who has taught us to recognize his providence
as incessantly hovering over the path we tread, has
interwoven this discovery, as a practical principle,
with all the duties and comforts of mankind. He
challenges for himself the glory of his government,
the obedience, the homage and the affections of his
creatures, as the paramount ends for which he made
the universe. Jehovah will not then be degraded
from his station, as the common centre to which ev-
ery thing must tend: He will not be deprived of that
awe and admiration which is the only return his
creaturcs can make for the profusion of excellencies
with which their faculties are feasted: He will not
permit a heing “so admirable in reason, so infinite
n faculty,” to degrade itself to the level of the
brates that perish, insusceptible of his fear, and un.

‘observant of his hand: He will never suffer the in-

telligences that throng the universe at large to sup.
pose that his plans must terminate on his creatures,

and that the boundless excellencies of the father of

eternity subserve no higher purpose than to minister

to them. He himself has written it, that the worlds

were made for him; that the glory which is due he
will not give to another, nor his praise to graven
images. Clearly then the principle which would
shut out Jehovah from the councils of the nation, or
from the recognitions of the closet, is, in its very mild.
est form, rebellion against God. It is setting up
our partial and our transient interests, above the ends
which are purposed by the Great Supreme; and it is
a denial of that homage and of those grateful recollec-
tions which are the only tribute our impptence can pay.
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~ But further: The benignity of God has so constituted
his creatures that the measures which best secure his
ends in their production, afford also the best assurance
of felicity to themselves. God governs the universe.
His providence is not idle. 'These are not, my bre-
thren, speculative and inoperative truths, Let them
be but recogunized, let them be hut felt, and he has
erected a tribunal within the bosom of every creatare
which will impose a stronger check upon the rampan.
cy of passion, which will prove a better safeguard tothe
welfare of our fellows, which will elicit more com-
pletely the best energies of our nature, than every
consideration that could possibly be heaped together
from the sense of fear, of honour, or of right. Here
you have the solace of individual sorrow; here the
represser of individual discontent; here the great ram-
part against national oppression; here the firmest
pledge of national repose. T'hink you then that God
will treat the question as indiffetent, whether men and
nations are steady to the principle which is the solace
of the mourner, the pillar of the feeble, the spur of
the munificent, the check of the abandoned, throughout
all his world? Shall that world be permitted to forget
a truth so essential to the order and efficiency of its
‘governments, and yet escape the dire remembrancer
best fitted to rouse its slumbering recollections?
Let it be added, that a knowledge so inseparable
from the homage we owe to the Creator, and so es.
sential to the cultivation of social happiness and or-
der, assumes additional importance in the estimation
of the wise, when it is recollected that we are crea-
* tures bound for eternity. All that is precious in the
gospel of God’s son, and all that is unutterable in
the perdition of the curse, depend fer their effica
upon the assumption of the text that the God of
Heaven rules. An ignorance, then, which bars the
gate of life to myriads, an example which hardens
them against the fear of God, an influence, by whom-
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soever or in whatever manner exercised, that has a
baleful aspect toward the church ef the first born, are
to be deprecated as evils of the most gigantic order;
and all that is wise and all that is holy in the uni-
verse of God, will hail as a dispensation of immea-
gurable mercy the deed of desolation which brings
the monsters down. . . -
~ In addition to the reasons we bave just assigned,

many others might be mentioned, of superlative im- -

portance, as inducing the chastisements which the
world experiences. But as they arise from considera-
tions of a quite different order; as their aspect is turn.
ed. toward the throne of the Eternal, and not toward
the safety or illumination of the nations; they cannot
be considered as having a claim upon our notice in an
exercise which admits iut of se partial a sketch even
of those reasons which fall divectly within the range
of the text. Let us then be content with scttling it in
our hearts, that every dispensation of Almighty God,
independently of its bearings upon his general plan,
speaks a loud and an appropriate language to our.
selves. It bids us learn that the God of Heaven rules:
and it threatens, in the event of inattention or obstina-
cy, to write that lesson in the ashes of our prosperity;
that all who behold may record it for their warning,
and that future generations may peruse it for their
safely.
~ Itwould, however, militate greatly, if not against the
sounduess, yct certainly against the utility of tire con-
clugion we have adopted, if the means usually employ-
ed to convey the admonition were fraught with any
tendencies to conceal the hand that wields them. It
is no doubt true that, in consequence of the fact that
the government of God is a government of second
causes, multitudes do lose sight of his sgency altoge-
ther; and cven derive an argument against the reality
of his providence from the fitness and efficiency of the
means which he employs. But that such a ccurse cah
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bave no other tendency than to seal up men for dos
struction, while it does not fyrnish the slightest apo-
Jogy fer their guilt, must be eyident to every honest
and reflecting miod upon the shortest inspection. In
what way woeuld men have God to govern a world,
which he has evidently constituted upon a scheme of
second eauses ? If its order is to be preserved,—if its
prosperity is to be augmented,—if its felicities are to
be secured, not by the legerdemain whioh the prophet
of Meeca has so preposterously employed in designat-
ing the heaven of his deluded followers, but by a chain
of indispensable and appropriate means :—+—what folly,
what infatuation, to deny to the Great Supreme the ho-
nour of employing his own established order to chas-
ten as well as bless the creatures of his hand! Though
yoy ascribed to the omnipotence of the living God more
than imagination can pogsibly canceive, and more thay
eternity could tell; yet the bare suggestion that his inters
vention can take place only by the direct interposition
of his arm, without the aid, and contrary to the order
of the causes he has established, even that were an out.
rage more absurd in its original and more dishonouras
ble in its imputations than the rank denial of his om.
pipotence itself. It redutes him to the necessity of
staying the procedure and of departing from the order
of his universal government, in ordet to convey a me.
rited rebuke to a transgressor of his law : It imposes
a netessity of ceasing to govern in an established way,
bowever wise and exccllent, that his creatures may be
assured that he governs at all. Nothing, on the cop-
trary, so clearly illustrates and magnifies to man the
abundance of his power and the resources of his wis.
dom, as the single simple fact that, without infringing
upon the liberty of his creatures, without interposing
by such acts of his omnipotence as overleap all law,
without even accommodating in the slightest measure,
a new train of causes to the production of a new rc.
sult; every thing subjects itself to the control of his
dominion; every issue is conformed to the purpose of
his sovercignty ; and reason and passion, righteousness
C .
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God whichhave degraded the character and sapped the
prosperity of our unhappy country: infinitely rather
would we have employed ourtime in suggesting consi-
derations for general amendment, and grounds of gene-
ral hope—as the exerciscs best according with the so-
lemnities of a day on which our prostrate nation pro.
fesses to be humbling itself on account of such enor-
mities. Let the perception that such a course has been
impracticable, carry home to your convictions the
wretchedness of a country unfitted to perceive, indis-

posed to admit, and therefore, most clearly, incapaci-

tated to profit by the despensations of Jehovah, though
he speak to it in the most awful language of his pro-
vidence. Let us, however, make the best possible use
of the very few moments still left us. Having arrived
at the conclusion that ¢ the Heavens rule,” and that
despensations of severity are intended to correct, per-
haps to crush, the nations that overlook or despise the
momentous truth, let us
III. Inquire what may be the bearing of these
principles upon our own history and prospects as a
nation. It has pleased the ruler of the universe, ¢« in
the dispensations of his righteous providence,” to in-
volve us in the toils of a disastrous war. We tread
not to-day in the footsteps of the myriads who, exe-
crating the conduct of a worse than barbarous enemy,
- gee nothing in our conflict but the legitimate efforts of
a justly indignaunt people to assert their most precious
rights. We imitate not the follies of the atheistic mul-
titudes who, imputing all our grievances to the mis-
management of our rulers, equally overlook the true
ground of our affliction, and are blind to the retribu-
tions of eternal justice. My brethren, it is a matier of
but minor moment, how wise or how imbecile may
have been the councils of the nation;—how necessa-
ry or how wanton the struggle it has resumed. Whe.
ther our prosperity be the victim of another nation’s
profligacy; or whether the pride and prodigality of our
rulers have nerved against their country the paracidal
arm; one thing is most certain, the God of heaven

MADEINUSA.
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fiiles. War, i ité best shape, is a necessary evil, &

judgnient at Ais hand who unchains at pleasure the
passions of the nations, and lets the war-dogs slip.
‘Whatever then be the means of urging the catastro-
phe, the causes which provoked his righteous indig-
nation must have an earlier date. 'That date you are to
seek for in the commencement of those tempers which

. %endered anarchy in the moral world. My brethren,

1t a couniry that wears the name of christian, will
you ask me for proof that such tempers have long
been cherished among vurselves? and that the anar-
¢hy we have named has long shed an influence most
anhallowed and unbenign? Let the fact—the simple,
solitary fact, that the providence of God is scarcely
¢redited, and till more rarely recognized, speak vol-
umes on this subject. Look abroad upon your coun-
try, through cities and through hamlets; let the sag

And the simpleton respectively depone; add pu%?'.
lic documents to private conversations: and rare as
was righteousness in the times before the deluge, pe-
tuliar as was piety in the luxuriant vale of Sodom,

" &lmost as rare and almost as peculiar may you stamp

that signal character who avows without a blush the
belief of heaven’s high rule, and founds his conduct
tind his confidences upon the strange belief. Thanks
to the grace and gooduess of the Saviour, such char-
acters are to be found—they are even on the increase
£~in our own quarter they are increasing. But
how few in comparison with the overwhelming mul-
titudes who neither worship God, nor regard his gos.
Ppel, nor respect his institations, nor acknowledge his
providence, no person who hears me, whatever be his
Ypinions, can demand the proof.

Let no one impute to an unbecoming spirit this
broad and scrious charge against our common coun-
try. My brethren, it is 2 maxim sound in its origin
and safe in its application, that next to the honors
of innocence itself, are those due to the amiable con-
fusion of the penitent who ingenuously confesses,
‘while he forsakes his fanlt. Far from you be the
folly of supposing that a sentiment so correct in ite
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application to individuals, can become a whit less
appropriate when nations are concerned:—far from
you be the ignoble assumption that the p&rtialitﬁ
which cannot fail to degrade the understanding an

debase the feelings, when suffered to varnish over
the vices of our friends, assumes an attitude more de-
fensible, or sheds an influence less disastrous, be-
cause it is the character of our country that is in-
volved. Called upon, as we are, by the venerable
authority of the Chief Magistrate of the nation,
summoned as we have been by repeated intimations
conveyed to us jn the providence of Almighty God,
to confess before him our manyfold offences, and to
humble ourselves beneath his mighty hand; it were
impiety, not patriotism, to cover the iniquity of which
we are called to make confession—it were madness,

. hot bravery, to steel our hearts against the dictates

of that awful challenge, ¢who hath hardened him-
self against Jehovah, and hath prospered?” Remote
from our thoughts, then, on a day like this, be the
ill.judged course of whetting our resentments by
dwelling on tlie horrors which this scourge of God
has been suffered to carry into the habitations of
our brethren. No less remote be the self-flattering
employment of contrasting with these lawless and dis-
graceful outrages, the dignified councils, and con.
duct more than chivalric, which have, in multitades
of instances, done honour to our country. We need
no new inducements to cherish any of those senti.
ments which a review, in either case, cannot fail ta
produce, or, if already produced, to nurture. Bat
we do neel. a remembrancer that the bitterness of
our woe, however it may proceed from enormities
withont parallel-at the hand of the inflictors, is nev,
ertheless measuréd out to us by the righteousness
of him whose justice cannot suffer an over.rigorous
retribution. We do need a memento that, just as
are our resentments, legitimate as are our efforts, the
obligation is not cancelled to sift our conduct and te
humble our hearts in the presence of that Being who
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has been pleased in awful judgment to subject us fo
those injuries, or to make those efforts necessary.

Be it, then, that our deprivations, our defeats, our
desolations, are the inseparable concomitants of the
most righteous struggle; be it so, that these evils have
been augmented and diversified by the baneful influ-
ence of opposing faction; or be it, that imbecility in
the councils of the nation has prolonged the horrors
which were gendered at the first, by madness and am-
bition;—still, whoever be the authors, whatever be
the means, that outrage from abroad, that distraction
at home, that insanity in council, that imbecility in
conduct, the failure of the best measures, or the adop-
tion of the worst—all these things, or any of them,
as the obstinacy of prejudice or heat of party may be
pleased to make selection, are to be regarded as pro-
ceeding from the appointment of him who dates his
controversy from the commencement of crime: and
woe be to that country which, even when thus visited,
stills hardens itself against the loud and fearful admo-
nitions of his providence—shame upon that man, or
upon that combination of men, whose liollow preten-
sions to a love of country induce them to spurn at the
wholesome inquisition.

Upon such an inquisition, however, it has been al-
ready said, we have not time to enter. All that has dis.
figured and all that has disorganized society among our-
selves, hasbeen for years before you. The light of reve-
lation will enable you at any moment to ascertain the
facts, to trace them to their sources, to take their various

- bearings. It is ours to-day, in prayer and supplica-

tion, to confess them before God, to deprecate their
consequences, to purpose and to covenant an hearty
reformation. Assembled for such purposes, it cannot
be foreign to the spirit of suppliants to contemplate in
their full extent, without abatement and without dis-
guise, those master offences with which our land is
chargeable, the practical forgetfulness,and the specula-
tivedenial that ¢ the heavens reallyrule.”” Even when
pur country assumes her proudest aftitade, when she
legitimately advances her loftiest pretensions to thre
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homage and imitation of the nations of the world, this
gigantic evil presents its boldest front. Ponder, if
you will, that sprightliness of character which enli-
vens and adorns, and even dignifies, the face of society
among ourselves, to an extent perhaps unequaled in
any other land: bring into view those high-toned sen.
timents which shed their influence over almost every
circle of almost every order: mark the liberality in in-
dividual transactions; the justice and temperance
which in the main are observed in relation to foreign
nations; the diffusive charities of domestic life; the
spirit of true heroism that despoils the field of carnage
of well nigh half its horors:—Comtemplate all these,
not indeed without exceptions, not without alloy even
in those respects in which alone they are truly esti-
mable. Has the survey been made? Has the proud
result been estimated? Then judge for yourselves
how perverse that folly, how mad that preference,
how abandoned that ingratitude, which tramples on
the rights, which overlooks the claims, which syllies
all the honors of the First and Best of beings, the au-
thor of our talents, the bestower of our blessings;
while we recognize so much of what man may claim
from man! What we approve and applaud is but a
partial approach toward that amiable and useful line
of conduct which the Father of mercies has seen
good to prescribe as the common law of individuals
and nations. But when have even the virtues which
we boast, as dignifying and distinguishing the national
councils, been tempered and directed by that first and
best of motives, the direct authority of the Lord of all
the nations! How seldom can any of those excellen-
cies we admire, as discriminating features in indivi-
dual character, be refer:d to the same great source!
Our Father has commanded: the thing may be done,
but his authority is not recognized. Our Father has
instructed: the dictate may be followed, but its source
is not acknowledged. Who demands—who needs
the proof of these positions? Let the fact that what-
ever regards the deity himself forms no part of our
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study and no part of our praise, in a collective point
of view, speak every thing that need be said. Let
violaied sabbaths and neglected sanctuaries, ignor-

-ence of his commands and inattention to his provi,

dences—Ilet every thing that can unequivocally and
distinctively evince exclusive and paramount respect
to his authority,—let such tests be applied to discover
what portion of the community at large have learned
that “the heavens do rule,” and subject their con-
sciences to its supreme authority.

If upon this examination it should be found, as be-
yond all doubt it will, that in general they neither act
up to the spirit, nor even recognize the obligntion of
“the first and great commandment,” it will excite
no surprise that he who has so often written his me-
morial in the blood of the ¢disobedient and unthank.
ful,” should have unsheathed against us that sword
which be challenges as the ordinary and undoubted
avenger of his quarrels. But righteous as is his an.
ger, seyere as he often makes the infliction of ther
stroke, such dispensations zre the most merciful and
salutary appointments for nations that have forgotten
God, when they are intended to awakean dormant
recollections, and save their object from the perdition
of the impenitent. Noris it to be ranked among the
least interesting rcflections which we are called to-
day to cherish, that very many circamstances attend-
ant on the evils which we feel and mourn combine
with innumerable other indications in the general as-
pect of the times, to justify the belief that such mercy
as we have named is mingled with our chastisements;
and that the disastrous clouds which now darken ev.
ery prospect of public and private weal, are only to
bring us back to the all-imporiant lesson that ¢the
heavens rule,” and then to be dissipated by the breath
of the Almighty, ar dissolved in showers of blessing.
To these indications let us not be inattentive. For
if it be our duty to recognize and bow to the judg-
ments of his hand, it is no less a duty to commemo-
rate the mercies that gignalize the judgment.
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How!
co.nfess’l o o T e
of our provocations, that he chastises us less than our
iniquities deserve? Compare your experience, and
the experience of your country, with that which must
be recorded by nations old in crime. The age in
which we live is an age of retribution. That Messi-
ah who has achieved the salvation of the world, and
who is in fact the disposer of its destinies, is winding
up, so to speak, his accounts with all the nations, that
he may usher in the reign of righteousness and peace.
‘T'he controversy, then, now pleading with ourselves,
has been plead with all the nations of the christiani-
zed world, in a similar manner and upon similar
grounds. But we have been only overshadowed by
the skirts of that cloud which has settled over the
plains of the European world:—we have as yet been
only sprinkled with a slight and transient shower,
while for more than half a generation the torrent has
been precipitated on their devoted heads. We have
seen no cities sacked, no provinces laid waste. A
partial defeat, a trivial desolation, a short.lived em-
barrassment, form the extent of the evils we have
been called to mourn. And how often has victory
perched upon our standard! Even there, where our
proud enemy built her proudest confidence, and where
we dared not anticipate the smallest share of triumph,
even there, amid the tossings and bellowings of the
deep, the God of battles has distinguished us with
reiterated victories, which have laid the proud pre-
tensions of the British navy low. Who has not
seen, who has not recorded the rigorous retribu-
tion of eternal justice, which has rendered the scene
of her unmanly triumphs the scene of greatest shame!
Who has not found cause te lift up his voice in
thanksgiving and blessing to our merciful chastisery

when ¢it pleased the Almighty,” keeping his strong’ -

arm round the weak and inexperienced, to make the
flag that had fluttered in triumph round the world
stoop to kiss the ocean wave, while the star studded
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banuers of our unassaming navy still %float the pale
blue skies!” :

To these commixtures of God’s mercies with
his judgments, wbich induce the expectation
that our ¢“kingdom shall be sure unto us” when
oence we ¢shall have known that the heavens
do rule,” we add other considerations, derived from
other quarters, but tending te the same great end.
Our country, we have said, is young. And all who
know any thing of the rules of the divine procedure
have learned this consoling truth, than in the bound-
lesness of his patience and in the liberality of his
construction, the young, whether in a national or in-
dividual point of view, inherit a forbearance and are
secure in the enjoyment of an indulgent care,
which are rarely extended to parties old in crime.
Chastened we may be, but the chastisement is light;
calculated rather to bring us back to our alle-
giance, than to pour upon our heads the perdition of
the curse.

Add to this, that our country, whatever be its enor-

, mities, is free from the imputation of two of the great-

est outrsmes which have brought down desolation
dpon the liastern world. The church of the Redeem-
er, however much neglected and however much despi-
sed, has never been putunder the duress of persecu-
tion: those hardships and indignities which have
been heaped upon the Jews, by all other nations
among whom they are dispersed, form no part of the
controversy God is pleading with ourselves. We
felicitate our country upon these auspicious circum-
stances, the full importance of which may be realized
by all who yield their credence to the word of God.-
Tenderer than the instincts of the fondest mother are
the feelings which are cherished by God our saviour
for “the church of the first born.” And though Israel be
cast out—tho’ Israel be doomed to a severer course of
Jjudgments than ever has befallen another nation of the
earth, yet the tender recollections of the father of mer-
cies are still toward the children of “Abrabam his
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friend.” 'Though he punish with severity, though his
anger flame for ages, yet will he not suffer the nations
of the Gentiles to trinmph in their shame. 1t is there.
fore clear from the whole tenor of the prophetic scrip-
tures, that in the purgation which is to precede the
communication of his mercies to all corners of the
earth, the offences we have named form a prodigious
item in the accounts to beadjusted. In these, thanks
to the overruling providence of our creator, we have
not the least concern. :

We scarcely name, in addition to these consoling
reflections, the hopes that may be extracted from the
aspect of the times. 'There are none of you who have
not heard that the period allotted in the prophetic
scriptures to darkness, to desolation and to blood,
has well nigh reached the- point of consummation:
None of you who have not witnessed that while he
in whose hands are the destinies of nations, has come
forth from his place to remunerate their offences, he
is likewise dispensing the word of reconciliation in al-
most every language under heaven. These things
have given signal for the pmans of the churches;
supplied the best occasion for unbounded gratulation;
and laid the sure foundations of universal hope.

Let then the suggestion of the text be followed. Let
the all-important truth of heaven’s domination obtain
the assent and command the best excrtions of our

privileged country. ILet violations of deference and .

contempt of grace no longer shape the aspect of the pub-
lic councils, nor give the tone to private conversation.
And then may we expect that, the causes and the ro-
tives to chastisement being removed, he in whose hand
are the learts of all flesh will dispose the enemy to
a course of righteousness and peace; and that he will
make our infant States among the first to inherit and
the foremost to promote that general diffusion of
righteousness and peace which is to heal the wounds
and elicit the best affections of our misguided race,
when once they shall have based their order and their
interests upon she first and most indispensable of all
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practical principles, the remembrance that «the heav.
ens dorule.” T'hat sooner or later our country must

. be brought to this, no one can entertain a-doubt whe

credits the divine purpose of subjecting all nations to the
acknowledgment of his Son, and of visiting their hab-
itations with his saving health. An indisposition to
be taught, or a determination to disregard, can have ne
other effect than to secure to ourselves the continuation
of the calamities we now deplore; or the early repe-
tition of them, under some other and more dreadful
form, that shall crush the disobedient who refuse ta
bow, and compel the affrighted remnant to yicld the
glory thatis due.

GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATURE,

It is but proper to remind you, that in put-
ting a stop to the effusion of human blood, and in ush-
ering in the triumphs of the long expected day which
is dawning even now upon the nations of the world,
much may depend upon yourselves. Itis but fair te
presume that within these walls we have assembled
much of the wisdomgand much of the influence of the
State you represent. None of you can be ignorant
that the sovereignty of God has so constituted our na-
ture, that the mass of mankind are influenced in their
opinions and moulded in their characters by the few
individuals whose talents or station may have contri-
buted to raise them above the ordinary level. It will
not he denied that the operation of this principle has
had a baneful effect upon the morals and manners of
your country. It cannot be questioned that a deference
for God’s authority, or a kindness for his gospel, have
been disavowed, if not deprecated, by most persons of
this description, as involving an imputation degrading
to their understandings and unfriendly to their inter-
ests, No one can be at a loss to see that the natural
.cansequences of this example have gradually diffused
themselves among all classes of the community, till we
meet in every direction with the same outrage against
(lad, and see perched on every lip the same contempt
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_dor his Messiah. GENTLEMEN, have you yet to learn
that the Heavens surely rule? Are you yet to be con-
vinced that the evils which we suffer are a real, though
unusually slender sample of the means which God em-
ploys to convict and turn the nations? If you have
not to learn these things;if your understandings are con-
vinced, and your aversation overcome; then lock notup
the precious acquisition in the recesses of your bosoms.
You have it in your power to become fathers to your
country, by lending your example and influence to a
cause which yields the only sure foundation ef do-
mestic order, and plants the first and best defences
against external violence. Be patriots then, for once,
in the best and noblest sense. Let the torch of your
zeal be kindled at an altar whose fires are diffusing
their renovating warmth, and darting the irradiation
of immortal hope, among the sickly and benighted
nations. You cannot bestow the blessing on your
countrymen: but you can teach them to respect the
gource from which it lows. You cannot command
the shower from on high: but you can open many a
channel along which the waters may flow as they de-
scend; and your example may embolden many a hap-
less coward no longer to tremble at the imputation of
fanaticism, but to come bathe in these waters of lus-
tration and be cleansed. Thus may you contribute to
stay the arm of the avenger—thus may you give per-
manency to the institutions of your country—thus may
you assist her to put her bridals on; and support her
as she stands, in purity and loveliness, first and best
among the nations of the earth, awaiting the approach.-
es of the Lord of all the nations.

But strong as are the inducements of a patriotic spi-
rit, eagre and diffusive as may be the wishes of be-
nevolence—Kriends, be it remembered, you have still
a stronger motive than the prospect of giving stabili-
ty to social order: there are dictates to be obeyed
more imperious than any which even the angel form
of benevolence can plead. That gospel of the sa-
vior which stills the heart of anguish and smooths the
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brow of care, that law of universal and everlastin

love which withers the proud spirit of injury an

insult, ‘is the herald of the Eternal to immortal crea.
tures, and bears the weighty proffer of immortal life.
This is the burden of its message to yourselves. In-
deed were it not for this—were it not that the God
of universal providence is announced: to our hopes as
“the resurrection and the life,” there would be much
in its pages to rouse our apprehensions, but nothiug
toelate our hearis: nothing that benevolence could
wish to see promuliged, as the signal for ‘joy and
thanksgiving:”” nothing that patriotism could be in-
duced to adopt as the pledge of public virtue. Itis
because that Redeemer, whose domination we an.
nounce, *‘was dead, and is alive, and liveth forever-
more, and hath the keys of death and of hell;” bex
cause he has become “the author of eternal salvation”

. toevery soul of man that believes upon his - name;

becanse the faith of Jesus lays hold upon an inheri-
tance ‘eternal in the heavens;”’ becaunse that, in so
doing, it pre-occupies the mind with more important
objects, lizhts up benevolence by the brilliancy of
hope, and binds down to order by the sentiments of
gratitude;—itis in consequence of these things that the
gospel of the Savior is fraught with any tendencies
to minister secret comfort or promote the public weal.
Judge then how blind and how' fatal must ‘be the
choice which centres in that gospel, merely as an in-
strument of doing good to others, while all that is pre-
cious and all that is indispensable in its provisions for
immortality is neglected by ourselves. Surely no-.
thing can be a greater outrage against the Savior’s
grace, no course can pour so ineffable a contempt upon
his sufferings, no crime can bring upon ourselves such
an aggravated condemnation, as to lend our counte-
nance and aid to the promulgation of his gospel, with
a view merely to secure some of its incidental advan-
tages, while the very thing that insures its efficacy,
and even originated its heing, is passed by as a thing
of nought. 'This is to despise the divine favor, know-
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