T I B
Voict of the PROPHETS
chstnﬁggn
W ‘;,-g. A ‘
DISCOURSE or SERMO,

, ‘Snﬁnuo whamsWtspéu formcn ih 4 nn.x.tu
ESTATE, ) -

»

AND alfo; whatithswu fou metmucwrf.
STATE " °

T |
T e

h 'With an Obfervation on riis T'rue,

Bm wbm ﬂmll Wifdom be found arid wabere is the Plate
qf U‘nderﬁandmg . ~ Joe.

Should ye not bear the Word:? bich the Lord hath & ieg
by the former Prapbets, when

n Pra@mty | 5 f ZICHARfAH

-
’ "‘R
- .

, .
. ~ o - - . N . o
g maingbtedl

’*?ﬁmed in the Year M,DCC,LXXViQ

L T ey i
NP

-

Ialem wes . aauz‘fc‘.l aiﬂ o



~ Prov. g. 12,
If thou be wife, thou jball be wife for thy felf 5 but if theu
Jeorneft, thou alone focll bear it.

" BT us confider that we are in the Prefence of an -

Holy GOD, who made us, and gives us every good
thing we enjoy ; who will biﬁg every Work into Judg-
ment with every fecret Thing.—It becomes us therefore
with the utn.oft awe and reverence, to behave ourfelves
fo as nat to Break his holy Law, or merit his Diving dif-
‘plealure : You may remember, that within thefe few years
paft there has been feveral Judgments threatened againft

this Land and Nation. The firft thae ! thall mention,

~was in what 1s commonly called theChebuga fect, a large |

fleet fent from France againtt the Colonies ; bigenough ac-
, cording.to humane underftanding, to have Deftroyed our
thiping, and at I€af to have laid our Seca-Ports in the ut-
moft Rggn and Defolation. The Engli/b flcet at that time
by contrary winds, a meer at of providence, hindered
from coming to our Relief. But mark, the French fleet
taken with a Dreadful Diftemiper on their paffage ; they
put into Chebutlo, where they Died by Thoufands, and
were not fuffered to do the Colonses ghe leaft Damage.
A c¢afe fomething fimilar 6 what we have told us,
Judg. 7. 2. And the Lord faid sinta Gideon, the Peaplethat
are with thee are too many for me o giue the Midianites snte
tbair Hands ; left Ifrael vaunt themfelves egainft me, [aying,
mwne own Hand bath favihme. |

Another inftance of _
was inthe begining of the laft Wear ; Gen. Braddick wis

defeated by the French and Indians, who came in like a

Flood on fome of the Southern Colonies, burning Houl-
es, killing and taking Captivé many of gur People ; 1t

feemed
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udgment threatéried againft us,
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feemed ac though. they would devour the whol¢ Jand -
But mark—in the conclufion of the war, the French,
uite from St. Lawrence tiver to the Miflifippi, were
Brought into fubje@ion. Which brings to my mind the
prophecy of Amos, whe, after he had reproved lfrael for
divers fins, fays, chap. 9. 1." Thus hath the Lord fhewed
unto me, and bebold be formed grafshoppers in the beginming
of the fhsoting up of the latter gretwib, and lo, it was the lat-
ter growth, after the king's mowings.  And it came to pafs,
that whex they bhad mode an end of eating the grafs of the
land, then I [asdy QLordGeidytprive, I'oefeech thee ; by whom
SBall Facob arife 2 far be is fmall. The Lord repented for
Jé‘i; s It fodll not Be, [aith the Lord. Chus bath the Lord
od [bewed unto wie, and bebold, the Lord God called to con-
end by five, and # devonred the great deep, and did eat up a
virt,. Then [aid [, O Lord God, ceafe, I befecch thee 5 by
whim flall Facob arife? for be is fmall.  The Lord repomted
for this : This alfo foahl kot be, joith the Lord God.—T bent
jdid‘tb‘e Lord,” Bebold, I will fet & plum-line in the midf of
my fe?f[ Ifrael ——Have we not reafon to believe, from

£

gns, that there is fomething among us that is very
offenfive in the eyes of an holy God, that muft be reform-
ed, ére we can expet to profper. O that therdgrere now
a2 number of praying Amoies, who would fay, O that the
Lord would fpare his pecple ! it may be that they will
repent,—Are we now c’:ngaged in a more dreacful war,
blood 2 running, killing one another ? as in Rev. 0. 4.
I do not determific wherefore it is that the hand of the, .-
‘Lord is gone out againft us: I fhall here only cbferve,
that God fometimes Brings his judgments by inftruments,
to whom his people have done no wrong, fee Fudgpes 10,
= 6, and onward, And the children of Ifracl did evil agaii in
the fighs of the Lord, and f[erved Baalim rnd Afstaroth—
SAnd.the anger of the Lovd wes bot againft Ifrael, and be feld
thein into tbe bands of the Philiflines, and iinto the bands of
¥b¢ children of Ammon. And what harni had the children

ot




( )
of Judah done to thc Babylomaps ? yet how they d=frqy<

ed and capuv.ncd them /—But what was the matter 2
fir _;ar. 7 57 If ye thoroughly amend your ways, ad
your doings, if ye thoroughly execyse _;uc{gment betwegnt a man
‘and big ngbbc ur s if ye opprefs nat the ﬁrangn the fatber~
&fs, and the widow, and fhed not innocent blood in this place,
#either walk aﬂe7 oiber gods, to your buvt: then will I canfe
yeu to duwell tn this place, in the land that I gaye to your fa-
thers, f or wcr end cver,

But. it is poffible fame of %ou may fay, at lcaﬁ in )our
hc‘:rts, fW;:: are wife men, and updcrﬁand our xntcrc&
exceeding well ;7 who can \cach us ’—But [ defire y yoy
vo remember,’ ;hat cven the wifeftof men have fmnetmi
peed of being put in mind of things they well knew. ™
will thcrcforc confider the words in ;he followmg order,

Firft. Endeavour to fhow from thc fcripture, what is
true wildom for men ina fallen condmon .

And in the next placc "endeavoyr to fhow wha& is true

wifdom for a pt:oplc in a civil ftate, o

Thirdly, That wholoever fhall fcorn the wovd of God
that they "alone fhall bear it.

And Lafth, Shew, in fome meafure, what it is thcy

fhall bear,
" Firft, What is wifdom for men in a fallen ftate ? But
let us firft obferve, that there is what hath been called
wifdom, fce Deaniel, 5. 15. And now the wife men, the A-
frobgers 3 who were probably fuch” men, as by the help
ot the dcvll, pretendcd to foretel future events ; but this
is fo far from the true wifdom mt:cnded In thc tcx&, thay
it is the moft dreadful folly t .

A 'mther {ort of wxldom is mentioned 1n 3. Cor. 2. I 3.
Hhich things alfe we [peak, not in the words which mans
ﬂcho,r teacheth, but which the boly Ghoft teacheth : There
it fuch a thing ‘then as what is called man’s wifdom ; of
this fort of wifdom, I fu ppofe the apoftle Paul had a
}am (hare bzfore his convcrﬁon, bevng brought up ta

L arning,
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lcarmr;nr who had the wxmcsts of miracles; md zcalous in
whaz he called religion ; yet perlccutt‘d thc m&uns un-

txll he received a l‘ght from heaven, .

We haye ap account, Fobn 3. of Nickodemys likewife a
mlcrqf the Jcows, whe probably had a great fhare of hy-
man undc ftanding or man’s wifdom, although he was {0
far convinced by the miragles, that he faid to our Savi-
oyr, Rabbz, we kyow that tbozz art a teacker come from God,
for 110 man can do thefe miracles that Moos do{ except God
“be with bim Yet when oyr SavicOr "told him, Excent &
man be born again, ke connot fee the Kingdom of G ad' he un-
derftands nothing of this by his human wifdom, but fays,
How can a man" be born when be isold ? And further
faith, How can tbefe things be 7——How 1gnorant was hc
of the new-birth,” or the rew hcart wh:ch deltghtcth m
 hallclujahs and adoranon to God I’ And we are told in
plaip words, 1 Cor. 2. 14 “But the mzfm “wiap receiveth not
the things cf the Spirit of Gad, for they are fool; ifonefs unta
Lim , neither can he know thesi, becaufe tbq are [piritually
fhﬁcrued 'And our Saviour himfelf Iay “Fobn 6. 45. It
g5 awrilfen in 1B¢ Propbets, Aud they foall be all tayght of
God-—Every man therdfore | that balb btard apd lear. m’d of
(be Father, cométh unto me.

My anfwer thento the Brit qucﬁion (which is, What
1S Wi {dom for men in a fallen citate) fhall be, T ha%t it 1§
t‘mr wifdom to gp to GQd by >lcmn prayer, for hig
mercy, in tezching them, and to bring them inte true
;chg:on by his xmohty power, and that with an’ honeft
Inzéntion to be contarmed to the will of God ; for God
.;s a fpirit, and they that worfhip him, muft woxﬂnp him
in fpirit and in truth, }’abﬂ 4.24. Ior if the heart doth
pot bcltcve that God is righteous to reje its requef!, the
prayer is like a q::mand and it is_therefore the wildom
of finpers to beg of Ged to fhow them how vile chey are,
and know that (:od is {overeien of hus gifts, or they

would ceaic 1o be free grace,  And] hope there are nose

%
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of you {o wife in your own eyes, as to think you have ne,
need that God fhauld teach you. Have you more wit'
than Nichodemus, or St. Paul, who were both taught of’
God e—And indeed, could ‘men go to heaven by their
own wit and invention, to whom would they fing praife ?
Weuld it be to themfelves, while they negle& or defpife
to glorify God 7 What, felf-faved, and felf-glorified
Noj; if any are {aved, 1t muft be by the gift of God.
~ Which brings me in the fecond place, to fay, that who-
foever fhall fcopn to begof God, to renew his heart, and
to be taught, he alone fhall bear it; for it is written, ¢As
I live, faith the Lord, every knee fhall bow to me, and
every tongue fhail confefs to God : So then every one of
us fhall give an account of himfelf to God,” Rom. 14,
11, 12. “Be not deceived, Gad is not mocked, for what,
{oever a man foweth, that thall he alforeap ; for he chat
foweth to his flefh, fhall' ot the flefh reap corruption
but he that foweth to the fpirit, thall of the fpirit. reap .
life everlaiting,” Gel. 6. 7, 8. . And the text is a full
confirmation of this, ¢ If thou fcoineft, thoy alone fhait
hear it." But what fhalt he bear ; the anfwer is, ¢ The
L.ord Jefus thall berevealed from Heaven with his mighty
Angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them thac
know not God, and that ebey not the gofpel of our
J.ord Jefus Chrift ; who fhall be punifhed with everlaft.
ing deftruction from the prefence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power,’ 2. Tbeq. 1. 7, 8, . *Then fhall
he fay alfo unto them on the left hand, depart fram me
ye curfed, into everlating fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels,’ Mat. 284. 41. The fon of man fhall
fend forth Fis angels, and they fhall geather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them that de iniqui-
ty, and fhall caft them into a furnace of fire, there fhall
be wailing and gnafhing of tccih, Mat. 13.-41, 42.
¢ And I fay unto you my friends, be not affraid of them
that Kill the body, and after that have no more that they
| ¢an




¢ah do. Buel will forcfwal?n you, Whort you flizfl feary
fear him which after he hath killed the body, hath-.paws
er to caft into hell : Yea, 1 fay dfito yow, fear him," Zuke,
12. 4. Can any perfon get any thing by féorning of
flighting the counfels of their maker ; to be eaft iAco ¢
verfafting fire, prepared for the devil and his engels;
where the foul dies not, afid the fire is not quenched. [
conclude this point, with thi$ word, fly iton che wrath
to comé. - | |
In the nekt place, or fecondly, 1 fhall endeavout to thow
what 13 wifdom for men in a civil ftate ;wsuiTo this I
anfwer, It 15 wifdom for a peoplé to do righteoufly, ot
what i3 the fame, to keep rthe ten commands, for we have
the words of the -moft high and holy God, the former of
all chings, fee Dent. 16. 20. ¢ That which is altogethet
juft fhalt thou follow, that thou mayeft live and inheric
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.,” Levit.
i8. 5. ¢Ye fhall therefore keep my ftatutes, and my
judgr -.ats, which if & man do, he fhall live in them : I
am the LORD. : e
~ For inftance ; Suppofe a peopie thould have no law ta
punifh the breaking any one of the firft four of thefe come
mands, and of confequence have no regard to God ; how
dreadful muft be their doom : fee what was faid to the
children of Ifrael 5 Go and cry unte the gods which ye
have chofen, let them deliver you in the time of your tri-
buldtion, Fudges, rc. 14. |
Let us confider the fifth command, which is, Honor
thy father and mother, that thy days may be long upon
the Jand whicli the Lord thy God giveth thee, Now if
there were no obedience or refpect paid to parents, or rus
lers, how would every viilain invade the property of o-
thers, fpending their tune in it fo that there could be ng
futenance for the people ; and if thére were uo law 2-
gainft murder, how would pcople be in danger of tofing
theif lives, i€ would doubtlels take fo much tme s ree
ferving
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ferving them, ss that they would not be able to raife apy
fupportfor life.
~And fee what is faid. agamﬁ break" ng the feventh com-
mand. Feb, 31. 1. ¢ For this is an heinous crin e ycay
£ i+ an iniquity to be punifhed by the judges, for it is a
ﬁrc that confumeth to deftruétion, and would root out all
mine ihcreafe. And with refpect to the eighth command,
were there no law to purith ftealing, how would many
think it eafier to fteal for a living, than tg labor; which of
matural confequence, will ruin any people, and wxmcfs 19
the eyes of the law; how could the breaking of any one
of thefe commands be punifhed, if there were nothing but
falfe witnefs ; and the tenth coramand, which includes the
whole, or all honefty to our ncxgubour, to be negleéted
will be equally ruinous. |
~ But you wiil doubtlefs afk in a morc p‘fncular man-
~ ner, when a nation, or a people, may be truly faid to break
any one of . thefe commands ? - To this [ anfwer, T} hat @
people, or nation, may be guilty of one villain’s ftealing a
horfe, for wher: *ie judges willingly and knowingly, clear
the thief, when they know he is guilty, they are partak-
crs witch the thief ; and indeed, for want of a proper ens=
quiry into truth, they may become guilty : So when &
people fhall fee that their judges do unrighteoufnefs, and
;W:llmgly clear the thief ; if they do not endeavor to know

and difplace fuch JUdS’ﬁ“S, chey all become guilty ; for
the people are commanded to fee that nghtcoumcfs takes
place fee Peut. 16. 18. Judges and offcers foalt thon make
thee in all thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee,
throughout thy tribes , and they fball Jﬂd{t thbe pecple with
Juf jadgmmt

This command was given to the people, they ought

therefore to hzve put in officers by clection, and o be
{fure to be left out when. they dxd not do righteoufly.
What greater encouragement to wickednets, than to have
n0 judges ; and what greater cﬁcouraacmcnt to the wicks

edy
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éd, thanhinder their being found out and punifhed ; how
feverely were the children of Ifrael punifhed when they
made no judges, but left every man to do as he plealed,
or that which was right in his own eyes ; fec the end of
judges : fhould they not have made righteous judges a
terror to evil doers, how guilty then of the blood of the
Levites wife, and how dangerous was it to put in officers
for life, if the people were juftly charged for what they
knew, and fuffered their reprefentavives to do.

“Agam, kings or rulers may be greatly to blame ano-
ther way. For inftance, fuppofe a king, or rulcrs, thould
take from the people nincty-nine parts of an hundren o
the produce rrom the people, or the value;and lay it up
for themfelves, or give it to pentioners, or charity meny
and enable them to ¢arry on rioting, and drunkennelsy
while the people are greatly diftrefied to maintain 1t ; it
may be as great a burden, as to be {laves : and how wick.-
ed is it to rate the people to maintain rioting, and drunk-
ennefs, right in the face of Goads commands, tor even
kings are nct to make themielves rich beyond bounds
with the peoples money; fee Deut. 17. 17. Neither fhall
be greatly muitiply to himfelf filver and gold. Neverthelels,
there is no doubt but that kings and ruiers cught o have
a reafonable and honorable recompence for their labor,
See Rom. 13. 6. For this caufe pay yoii tribute alfy for they
are God’s minifters, attending continually upou this very thing.

I fhould think it proper, under this enquiry, for us to
confider the condult of the children of Ifracl; and fee
wherein they were blamed, and when they were rot :
For God is the fame, yefterday, to'day, and forever ?
Therefore thofe things that were difpleafing to him then,
are difpleafing to him now if they are acted. And I do
not remember any threatening againie the children of If-
rael for injuftice, untill after Solomon’s time . the quefti-
ca will then be, How did they condut in that time ?
fee Dest, 24. 10, When thogdcft leind thy biciber any :hing,

.  theu
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thou fhait et gowito 5is boufe Lo fetch bis pledge. Dilche ¥
indeed when chcy fold, or lent oneanother any thing,
‘take a pledge asa witnefs to the debe ? anfwer, Douis.
lefs they did; or wha: is the meaning of a pledge.
Wheretore it is evident they took caie befsichand to
know how to do juftice. But fee Dent. 24. 12, 13. id
if the man be poor, thou [Gacinot flecp with ois plcdge In
ary aye thou fialt deliver bim the pledge again when the fun
gué'ub doton.

Vwhy truly did they not truft oncanother longer than
from morn; ng to night 3 for what profit could a pledge
be that mutk be civen up before the debr was paid. 1
aniwer, That the creditor could thow the pledge to a
nu:n bnr of the neighbours, and thereby it witnefics that
the debtor owes for goods delivered 2 In that cafe a cre-
ditor might recover his caute, or elic it was loft, for what
advaniage was 1t 10 have a D)\do» or withelles; xf a perfon;
could recover upon his owa-fayio, or by making a falfe
b\,m\, and fware it was tm}/ andJu{‘Iy charg’d; hor could

hey make a book againlt any perfon for four times fo
much as the deoter would have given a pledge for ; nor
fur things sor which {ausiaction had been niade, Should
they not have been as realy punifked had they had no
law to prevent ﬂlan yg falfe accompts, asthey were tornot
havmrr law, or judges, to prevent the wickednefs cong
to the Levites wite ; werefore they did well to take
care berorehand, that one thould not defraud or wrong
another.  If we can find i their practice, what was the
mird and will of God, let us hearit.  Butto return  [i1s

robable, waen ptlfm}s thought themfelves ‘.'.’m:}geu, and
couidgitno pledge ; they went xmmcdxately totrial. T (hall
here proc.ucc the accountof an a&icnthat'was brought and
tried in one of their couirts, prefent, king Solomeon judge,

1. Kinps, 3. 16,2atheend. 1. /ymm;:et/aeretwowommtbat‘were
;bmlo.tf unte the king, and flood before him : and the one

womai [aidy Q ny 1011 I, wid this womam dwell in ong
h I T e,
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boz:/} oid I woe celivered of a clicd <olih Ler in tie Lewje
zitd it came to pafs, ke third day afrer thet [wwes delivered,
that this wwomen <vas delivered oljo, axd wwe were togetker :
ibeve was ve flrangci <vith ws in the benle s [eve e two 11
the leufe.  And this cocmion’s chiid died i the wi rLl Lecanfe
Soe cverlaid it.  Ard [le ereje at mid-night ong teck my fon
[froin befide me, wliie thine Lena-ricic ' Jiept, end loid it in
her bofem, and loid ber dead chiid in vy bofom o ond when T
rofe in themorning o give riv child [uck bebold it wes decd
but when I bad confidered it in the morning, bebold it was
#0t my fon which | a’zd bear : and the etler weman Jaid nav
but t’ac living is my fon, and the dead is 1y [on . cand this
faid no, but tre a’ead is thy [en, and the livirs is sy fom,
Thus they [pake before the king.  Then faid the kinz, the one
faith this is my fan that Zlvetb end thy fon is the éead :
and the other [aith nayy but thy [on is the decd, ard iy fon
i5 the living.  Andthe king [cid bring me a fwoerd, end they
brought a [word before the /zmz . ond the ing [aid divids the
living child in two, and give balf to the one, and half to the
other. Then [pake the woman befe the living ehild wons,
unto the king (for ber bowels wfmﬂr/ tpon her fon) and ﬁye
faza’ O my lord, give ber the living r/w'/d end in no wife flay

: But the other [oid, let it be neither wine, woy z‘//w Lut
df"vz':z'e it. Then the /ezm f'nf*"erﬂa end [aid, give ber the
living child, and in no cvz/e lay ity fbe is the morher theresf.
And all [,rae/ beﬂrd of tbe Judgment wFich the ksng Lad
Judged, and they feﬂred the kinr 5 for tivy fﬂv'l/ ot the [
dom of God was in bim to do /W}) M, '

Here obferve, we have no accou it of anv it or any
aofficer to bring the detendant before rhe kino, *or it ke
ly was looked upon as a token of cuilr, 1o he unwilling
to attend the court : we have no accenntof any arrorncy
to abate the writ, or plead demuror, or fivcicl plea; nor
even to fay, that the plantiff had produced no witnefs to
prove her caufe ; ncather could thev ¢n from court, to
eourt, untill they had fpent in the [Ha] three tin-es fo.

much,
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much as the caufe was worth : But the judge hears the
ftory from the parties, and by policy finds out from
thcm which was the true mothcr, and ordcrs,\'that the
thould have her awn child.

But where lay the great wifdom think you ; was It in
judging that a woman fhould have her own chxld or 1n
ferching the matter.

See what is fpoken by Job, who feems to have been 2
judge : chap. 29. 16. I was a father to the poor, and the
caufe which 1 knew not, I fearched out. T break the Jaw,s
Of the wicked, and pluck the [poile out of bis teeth,

But from Solomonps timé, to their going into captivity,
there are repeated threatenmgs for injuftice, and violence,
fee Micab. 2. 1. Woe 1o them that  devife iniquity, cml
awork evil upon their beds : when the morning js light, they
prafiice it becaufe it is in the power of their bands—And
ey cover fields, and take them By violence, and boufes, end
talze them away : [o tbey opprqﬁ a man and bis boufe, even a
man cnd bis beritage :——Therefore, thus faith the Lord 5
~Bebold aginft this famzly do’ I devife an evil , Jrom which ye
fball not remove your mecks : fee alfo Fer. 22. 3. Thus faith
the Lord ; Execute ye judgmdnt, and’ righteoufnefs ; and de-
liver the fpazled out of the hands of the oppreffor's and do ne
wrong do no vislence 1o the jlr;mger, the fatberleﬁ, nor tbe
widow 5 neitper fhed innocent blood in this Dlace s for if you
do this thing, indeed then _/}mzl there enter in by the gates of
this houfe, kings fetting upon the throne of David rzdemg in
chariots, and ont korfes, e, and bis fervants, and bis people.
* But if ye wijl not bear thefe words, I fware by my Jelf, Jaith
the Lovd 5 That this boufe fball become a defolation; -

But dxd they do all this injuftice, and violence, with-
outany pretenge of law ? No, they did not ; for we read,
Micab, 6. 16. For the _/iatutes of Omry are kept, and alZ
the 'wor&: of the boufe of Ahab 5 and Hab. 1. 4. Therefore
the lagw is flacked, and judgmmt doth uever go farth, for the
avicked dpth compafs about the rngteou.f tbmfore wrong
mdgnmt *oroceedwb .. Byt
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But what was their Jaw do you think ; was it Like &

fith-net, that would catch all the litile ffh, and let al§
the great fih go through ? I anfwer yes ; it probibly
was : but you will afk, how can that be ? I anfwer,
That under a plaufable pretence of doing juftice ; that
when either partiy thought themfelves wronged, they
might revew or appeal, from court, to court ; untiH they
had fpent three tumes fo much in the trial, as the caufe
was worth. The great men, by having very large fees
tor manageing the caufes, probably run off with the moft
of the money, while they left the poor to fuffer for want,
Who having recovered hardly enough to pay the coft,
they loft all that was taken from them by injuftice,
or violence : How did this deliver the (poiled. And
when any one perfon did injuftice, or violence to another,
he was obliged to go to law, or loofe his right ; and who
knows but what that was next to his life ; was not the
nation guilty of this. And what were they better to
~ to have a law which coft more than could be recovered
by it 5 could 1t relieve 3 diftrefled perfon who had bees
wronged by injuftice ar yiolence, *But if the righteous
loft all,what become of the miftaken party, who likely
loft more than three times all ; Was not fuch a law,
like an iron brier, that tore the fleth off every one that
came near it : wherfore every mite of coft that was
made in trials more than was abfolutely neceffary, was
unjuft ; no better than otter injuftice. Let us conclude
this point, with thefe words, 2. Chro. 19. 6. To the fudyg-
¢s, Take beed what ye do, far ye judge not for man, but for.
the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. And whofo-
ever fhall break any one of the laws of God, they alone
fhall bear it : for if a people fhall have no law to pun-
ifh the breaking any of thefe commandments, this is the
patural tendency to bring them to ruin, as has been
obferved before ; if a people fhall carefully punith the
preakers of - thefe commands, it is ftrange if any one
o - - elcapes
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efcapes without pumﬂmgen fthame, and difgrace ; how-
ever, they will certainly be under the curfe, fee Deus. 27,
26. Curfed be be that confermeth not all the words of this
law, to do them ;5 and all the people fhall fay amen. Oblerve
theword confcrm for all arerequired to confirmthis law.
Therefore, here is a curfe pronounced againft every one
who has a right to chufe rulers who doth not endeavour
to chufe fuch as will be molt likely to keep this law,

Here 1s a curfe proncunced againft every one who
“doth not endeavor to know what rulers do not do well
in keeping this law ; who fhall throw away his power,
or doth not endeavor to difplace, or leave out fuch rul-
ers as do not do well in keeping this law. Here is a
curfe pronounced again{t every one who although he has
not a nght to chule rulers eye or ear whe fhall do any
thing which he knows is likely to hinder the keeping this
law. Here is a curfe pronounced againft every judge or
other who fhall not endeavor the keeping this law. In
fine; here is a curfe pronounced againft all-the breakers
of this law : and who hath ever hardened himfelf againft
his creator, and hath profpered therefore, every one
that {corneth he alone fhall bear 1t. But what fhall he
bear ? I aafwer, That whofoever fhall fcorn to obey
the law of God, t(hall bear his wrath and difpleature.
See what (if 1t be practiced) will ke an inftance of this,
fixod. 22. 22. Ye fhall not affiict ¢ any. widow, or fm/w’i‘lcy}
child y if thou affliét them in any wife, end they ery at all
unto me, I wil furely bear their cry 3 and my wrath fhall
wax bot, and I will kill you with the [fword y and your
wives fhall be widows, and your children fatberlefs. And
I have have heard, there is a di%emper among the nati-
ons, which is the moft dreadfull 'and mortal to the well
people, for when a number of men fhall -make unjuft
rules, they will not only enjoy the difpleafure of God
but thcy, and their’s muft be tried by the fame law, fee
Prov. 28. 10. Wbojb caufeth the rngteous 20 go aftray in
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evil way, be fball fall bimfelf into Lis own pit 5 but the up-
vight [ball buae good things in pcffefion : and Fob, 18. 8.
For be iscaft into a net by bis own fect, and ke walketh upon
a fnare. I remember an old oblervation that has been
maid ; That when the children of iracl had good rulers,
to whom they heard fo much as that they could exccute
the laws, they always profpercd ; on the other hand,
when they had bad rulers, to whom they heared, thea
they fuffered greatly : and thofe rulers fared the worft,
witnefs Jereboam, Jchoiachim Baatha, and Ahab. Icon-
clude this point with that in Fob, 27. 8. For what is the
bape of a bypocrite, tho’ ke bhath gained, when Ged taketfs
eway bis foul.

And now let us conclude this part, with a word of
exhortation to the hearers. As we are probationers
here, for eternity : Let us fer apart fome tune in every
day, wherein to confider folemnly whatwill becomeof us
in another world ; and if we are in any diftrefs, and fee
that the rod of God is upon us ; let us miftrutt whether
there be not fomething in our practice that we have ove:-
look’t, that is offenfive to an holy God. Let us feck
0 God by fafting and prayer, to teach us what is amits :
fee the example of David, when there was three years
famine year atter year® and David enquired of the Lord,
2. Samuel, 21. 1. Let us examine carefully how our
actions agree with the rules of the word of God, fee
Zach. 5. 5. Should ye not bear the wsords which the Lord
bath cried by the former prophets : and whatever 18 amifs let
us reform, and reftore righteoufnefs ; then by fafting
and prayer {eek to God for torgivenefs, and mercy ;
who can tell if God will direct, and profper our enter-
prifes, or find a way of redemption, that we perith not,
I conclude the whole, with thacin Ifa. 50. 10. Who is a-
mong you that feareth the Lord 5 invat <wulketh in darknefs,
and bath 1o light : Let Lim truft in the izciwe of the Lord,
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