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Funeral SER M ON.

JOHN L 4.

---Bebold an Ifraclite indecd, in whom is
" no guile.

P Y PON the news of the death of your be-
- loved Paftor. together with your invi-
tation to keep the fabbath with you on
that mournful occafion, the text now
scad came rop@igedly int¢ my mind.

To thmw?l;ig d few hafty thoughts upon it,
is all <has¢ the fhort time, and other circumftances
-would allow. In which, though I do not expect
to pleafe curious, critical, dainty hearers, yet 1 am
not without hope of faying fomething that may
prove a word in feafon, to ferious, hungry, weep=~

The £lred hiftorian in the context, gives an
sccqunt of the calling of Philip, o
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On the manner and circumftances of this call,

at prefent, 1 fhall not detain you. 1 fhall only
notxce that FPhilip, coming to know Chrift faving-
ly, 1 a1l impatience, till he have communicated the
precious and important difcovery to his friend
Natbhaniel,

Carnal men are for monopolizing the riches of
the world ; they would have all to themfelves.
Is it {fo with refpe& to fpiritual riches ? Quite the
reverfe,

The happy perfon who has found Chrift, would
gladly have his friends, his acquaintance, have all
to come and be joint partakers ; oras it is cxprefl-
cd, heirs together of the grace of life.

.V‘Vc find Nathanie! at firft; obje&ing again&
Philip’s important difcovery, in thele words, can
any good thing come out of Nazoreth? If N ‘atlaniel
by this objection, means that the Mefiab could
not come out of Nazarcth, fo far he was right ; for -
he knew, or might know from the fcr tuses, tha.;
the M. jmb was to come out of Betblebemn But if
Natbhaniel’s obje@icn arofe from a rooted preju-
dice againft Nazareth, as a place fo mean, fo ob-
fcure and conremptnblc that ng good or
ercat, or excellent could be expc&ed to come out
of it, (as fome are prejudiced againft this piace, that
city, or nauon,) herein he was wrong,.

Efficacious grace can, and often does produce
excellent pieces of workmanthip from the mean-
eft materials,

We find that Philip himfelf was as yet, igno-
rant of the true place of our Lord’s nativity ; think-
ing that he had really originated from Aazaretbd
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and therefore could not fully remove Nathaniels
objetion. - But in anfwer to his queftion, he in-
vites Nathaniel to come and fee. q. d. my dear
friend, let not you and I ftand here argning and
raifing difficulties, which neither of us can fully
clear up ; rather let us by joint confent go imme-
diately to Jefus himfelf. I am confident that on
converfing with him, the difficulties which at pre-
fent exercife our minds will foon vanith, 1f thofe
perfons who are full of prejudice againft inward
vital religion, would be prevail’d upon to try and
judge for themfelves ; if they would be perfuad-
ed to comply with the Pfa/mif’s pathetick requeft,
O tafle and fee that the Lord is good; * they
would quickly change their mind ; they would
foon find that what they treated with contempt,
was more to be acfired than gold, than much fine
gold ; fweeter than boney, or the borey comb. || But
alafs, fuch is the power of their unhappy prejudice,
that it is to be feared the moft of mankind refufe
to take this wholefome advice. Nathaniel how-
ever, is not one of that number : For any thing
that appears, he readily accepted of Pbilip’s invi-
tation, and went with him to Jefus,

The facred hiftory informs us, that Jefus fceing
Nathansel coming, meets him with that henorable
charadter in my text; faving publickly, and in
Nathaniel’s hearing, Bebold an Ifraelite sndeed, in
whom 15 no guile. We are told Kom. ix. 6. That
they are not all Ifraclites, which are of Ifrael. And
cliewhere, we have a diftinction hetween Jews
outwardly, and Jews inwardly,  The charater

o given

® Pfal, xxxiv. 8. | Pfal, xix, 10. { Rom, ii. 23, 29,
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piven of Nathaniel by our Lord, implies that he
was a few inwardly ; which (if I miftake net,) is
the fame with an Ifraelite sndecd.

Our Lord adds, #7 whom 1s no gusle : 1 am net
to criticize on the word guile ; let it fuffice to
fay, that it is an expreffion feveral timesufed in
{cripture, in a figurative fenfe : 1 take it here,
as well as elfewhere, to fignify duplicity or deceit.
When our Lord fays of Natbaniel, in whom 1s no
guile, it is q. d. he is not one of thofe double per-
fons, who pretend one thing, and intend another ;
but heis aplain, down right honeft man ; one whofe
infide 1s of a piece with his appearance ; whofe
a&ions and heart do tally. We find the fame
charalter, Pfal. xxxiii. 2. We are not tounderftand
the charadter, in any of thefe places, as if the per-
fons were abfolutely perfeét ; not in that high fenfe
in which it belongs to the tollowers of the Lamo
in heaven; of whom it is faid, n their mouths
was found nn guile, jor they are without fault be-
Jore the throne of God ; * but in a lower fenfe.
When our Lord fays, bebold bim, tis q. d. take no-
tice of him, {o as to approve of him in your judg-
ment ; fo as to imitate him in your practice, and
in the temper of your heart: Behold him as a
wonder, as a rare fight, as a kind of prodigy, ata
time when there is fo much paint, fo much hy-
pocrify and deceit ; fo little trutb in the inward
part 5 fo little fmplicity and godly fincerity,
~ In fpeaking more largely on the fubject, I fhall
endeavour .

Firft, to explain’at a greater length, and with

all,
¥ Rev. xiv, §;
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all, fom=w! at to illuftrate the chara@er in my text,

Secondly, to thew the powerful and happy in-
fluence, which this character will beapt to have
ona chriflian, and particularly on a gofj:<l minifter,

And finally, toncke icine improvment fuitable
to the fubjet, and the prefent mournful oceafion,

I am ilicn in the fi.it place, to explain more
fully,and toillufiratethe charaéter in my text. The
importance of this head wonld have reqnired more
time for mature thouht : \Neverthelefs, with hum-
ble dependance on the Father of Lights, let us at-
tempt fome delincation.

By an Ifrae:ite inde. d, if 1 take the matter right,
is to be underflond the fame with what is meant
in comon fpecch, by a good man, a real chrifti-
2;1; one who has been the happy fubje@ of a
wauk of cffcCtual grace : In a word, I wake the
ciiiacter in my text to belong to a regenerate per-
{on, and to be peculiar to fuch an one. Let us
fuppofe any unregenerate perfon, who pretends to
the charalter of ant Jjraetite inzeed, and let us ex-
amine with what ground he mukes this pretence,
Perhaps he is ctic whoimn the world calls an honeft
man, and he may be fc in a certain fenfe, but not
in the ftri¢t fenfe, not in the fublime fenfe of my
text. If honefty confifts in rendering to all their
dues, then it is a chara@er which the unregenerate
man has no juft claim to. Either he is partial in
the law, has an apparent regard to one precept,
while he lives in the open violation of another ; it
may be abfains from fiithine/s of the fle/b ; but in-
dulges fifthine/s of the [pirst, For inftance, will
not be guilty of drunkngefs or uncleannefs ; but

B T will
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will allow him[elf in malice and revenge : The
feveral parts of his moral condut are like the legs of
the lame, not equal ; he cannot with truth adopt
the Pjalmiff’s words, 1 bave refpect unto all thy
commandments. * Either this is the cafe, or if we
fuppofe the anregenerate to go futher, fo as to pay
an apparent regard toall fecond table duties ; yet
does he perform thefe duties from the heart ? Is he
carried above felf-love ? In the doing of them has
he a fupreme regard to God ? Alas no! God is
fcarcely in all his thoughts, He may from fome
finifter principle draw out his purfe, but he does
not draw out his fou! to the needy; he is not a
chearful giver ; fo that he beftows alms without
charity : To be brief, whatever good thing he
does to bis neighbour, he is under the influence of
fome finifter motive in the doing of it ; fo that
he is reaily a double minded man in the fight of that
eye which fees things as they are; fo far is he
from having any juit claim to the charater of an
Jfraclite indeed, in whom is no guile. His bell ac-
tions a:e definute of the effence of virtue ; have no
real goodnels in them ; are {o many fplendid pec-
cata fkining fins in the fight of the omnifcient and
holy Lawgiver, who weigbeth the [pirits.

In a word, whatever fecond table duty is not
founded on the firft table of Gud’s holy law, is
fpurious. There can be no true love to our neigh-
bour, but what proceeds from love to God.

But an unregenerate man has no true love to
God ; he has no fingle eye to the divine glory in
what he does. He does not fo much as know

, e what
* Phal. caix 6.
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what this means. It is impoffible fuch an one
fhould have any true love t6 God ; for he has no
true knowledge of him ; he has never had that
{piritual view of the glory of God, in the face of
Jefus Chrift, which attra&ts and captivates the
heart : Hence he hates God ; has an averfion to
his original ; is under the power of a carnal mind,
awhich 1s enmity againff God. * As the fcripture
phrafe is, be does not like t3 retain Ged in kis lnow-
fedge ; §| fo far from this, that he fays to God, ce-
tart from me, for I defire not the knowledge of thy
ways. 4 1t 1s granted that unregenerate men
may make a thew not only of morality, but of re-
ligion ; yea fome of them may be very exact in
the duties of inflituted worfhip : They may come
before God as hisown children (omie; may fit with
them in the fame feats ; may afk of God the or-
dinances of juflice ; may take delight in afproach-
ing to God. T The Pharifecs fafted often, and made
nu ny prayers : But whatever appearance of reli-
gion may be in {uch perfons, it is no more than
appearance ; it is hypocrify at bottom ; the heart
is not right with God : For inftance, the perfon
may pretend to pray, but he has no knowledge of
the true God, norcf Jefus whom he has fent, With
the Atbenians, he ignorantly worfhips the un-
known God. The God who is ncar in bis mouth,
15 far from bis reins. ||| He may in prayer pre-
tend to confefs fin, to beg that Ged would {epa-
rate his foul from the love of fin, but herein his
heart and lips are at variance ; for reaily he is not
willing
t ﬁ:m;v;:ﬁ. 7o | P\'om. 1 28. 1 Job, xxi, 14.
+ 1la, . 24 i Jer. xii. 2.



willing to part with fin ; he cannot, or he will not
do without it ; he huos the traitor in his bolom ;
wickednefs is [weet to him, and be hides it under bis
tongu. : * And hence no marvel, that his facri-
fice is an abomination ; his prayer fin. He may
attempt covenant duties in a folemn manner ; may
go to the communion table, and there pretend to
feal the contralt, to give his hand to the Lord by
a folemn oath ; but is there not reafon to fear that
in an unrcgeneratc perfon, all this is hvpocrity ;
that they only flatter God with their mautb and
iie 10 bim with their tongue. ||

Let it {fuflice at prefent to fay, that thouzh an
unregenerate perfon may perform all the outward
acts of religion, as well as morality, yet there 1. no
truth in the inward part ; no gracious fincerity
The fountain is corrupt, the ftreurnsars ofa picce ;
{fo that he does nothing to divine acceptance ; has
no claim to the charater of an Ijfractite indeed.
Such perfons whofe confciences tell them they are
unregenerate, mlght do well to confider with fex;-
oufnefs, Tim. . 1§. Unto them that are dehicd
and unbelicving 1s nothing pure, bt even their
mind and confcience 15 uefiled

But a regenerate perfon through grace, has 2
juft claim to the charalter of an l/raciite indecd.
The happy perfon has a fpiritual knowled:e of the
blefled God, which has conquered the native en-
mity of his heart ; he is glad there is fuch a being
as God ; he cordially adopts the Pralmift’s words,
but our God is in the becavens, be hath dine what-
Joever be pleafed. 4 He ever trufls in the divine

fovereignity ;
* Job, xx. 12, | PGl Ixxviii, 34 4 Dful. cxv. 3.
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fovereignity ; fincerely rejoices to fee himfelf, and
all creatures in the hand, and at the difpofal of fuch
a God: To contemplate the perfe@ions of God,
efpecially as a God of grace, is his favourite fub-
je@t ; he would give the created univer’. if he
had it, to know more of God, to get nearvi him,
to love him in a higher degree : The law of bis
CGod 15 1n bis heart ; he has received a new edition
of it from the band of a Meaiator ; 1 ever fince
which, the yoke which was formerly galling, be-
comes foft and eafy, fo that the perfon finds it plea-
fent to draw in it ¢ He feels in his heart the words
ot the beloved Difcipie, verily his commandments
are not grievous ; * through grace h: can make
the Plamifl’s words his own, O how love I thy
taw, 1t is my fludy all the day ; 4 yea he not only
~loves the divine faw, but the purity of it is the
formal reafon of his love, as Pia. cxix 140. 7hy
word is Very pure, th.refore thy fervant leth it.
The perfon {ees the ftamp of divine authority
on one precept, as well as another 3 and hence his
obedience 1s coextended with the commandment,
which is exceed: ng broad. || Altho’ the perfon fails
of ablolute fi.\lefs perfc&ion, yet he Jocs not con-
tentedly reft fhort of it ; perfeion is the mark,
the thing he has in his eye ; he afpires after it with
a generous ambition ; he would fain be perfed,
as his father in heaven is perfe@ ; he forgets
the things that are behird, and reaches forward ;
he is by no means fatisfied with himfel?, unlefs on
the modft accurate and impartial infpection, he
finds he is making fome feniible advances towards
perfection @

$ G2l §i ce. *Joh w30 P oex'v oy bl edixge.
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perfe@ion. Moreover, his obedience is not only
univerfal, but fpiritual ; he ats like one who is
fenfible that the {fecret movements, or hidde.
{prings of his whole moral condué, are perfeitly
known to God ; that all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of bim, with whom w. have to
do. * I have no doubt but Dav:d was an Ijra.lite
indeed ; we have a devotional fenterce drop from
him, which I think is vcry expreflive of this cha-
ralter ; the expreffion I refer to, is 2 Sam. vii. 20.
thou Lord knoweft thy fervant : He was glad that
God knew his heart, which no hypocrite ever was,
or can be. The perfon not only does what God
commands as to the matter of it, but he does it
from a gracious principle of religious honor, and
child-like fear, and fo can anfwer that divine de-
mand, Mal. 1. 6. If 1be a father, where is my ho-
nor ; if a mafler, where is my fiar ¢ He knows
from happy experience, the difference between the
fpirit of a flave, and the {pirit of a child ; thatthe
Son bas made bim free, and be is free indeed ; ||
and the happy confequence of this glorious liberty
is, that being made free from (in, be becomes the fer-
vant of righteoufnefs, and bas bis fruit unto b-./i-
nefs, The perfon cleaves to God and his law,
with a cordial and chearful fubje@ion of the whole
foul, which no unregenerate man ever experienced :
He is like the fervant who being offered his liberty
at the year of jubilee, would not accept of it; but
choofes that his mafter thould carry him to the
door poft, and pierce his ear through with an awl,
in token of his being his fervant forever, I might

| have

* Heb, iv. 13. [ Joh, viil. 36.
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have added, that the perfonis one who has renounc4
edhis higheft attainments ; every thing wrought in
him, as well as done by him ip point of merit, and
acceptan_e with God : In a word, he is one of
thofe who can fay as Pbhil. iii. 19. We are the
circtmeifion, which worfbip God in the fpirit, and
rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and bave no confidence in the
flefb.

Thus I hav~ endeavoured as I prepofed, to give
a delineation of the chara&er in my text,

The fecend "head was to fhew the powerful
and happy influence, which fuch a charz&er will
be apt to have upon a chrittian, and particularly
on a gofpel minifter,

This head naturally divides itfelf into two parts :
I thall endeuvour to fay fomething on each of thefe
dittinctly,  With refpect o chriftians in general,
I thall exempiify the influence which the chara&er
will be apt to have upon them, in a few particu-
lars, among many, And,

1. Jt tends to bear up the chriftian under the
heaviefl load of affli¢tion. If you would fee this
exemplified in a very ftriking inftance, turn your
eye upon Jeb; view his cafe ; obferve how thick
the meflengers of heavy tidings come ; the laft al-
ways with the worft news, See him ftripped of his
great wealth ; reduced from a ftate of opulency, to
extream indigency, all on the fudden ; and what
was heavier, his whole family of dear children vio~
lently cut off by one awful tremendous blow : See
his poor body in the mean time, covered with
loathfome painful ulcers from head to foot ;
his wife inttead of an help-meet, acting the

part
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part of a devil, by tempting him to flL.oot the ar-
row of fcorn again{t the throne of God, and 10
make a defperate exit : His friends, though good
men, yct from a miftaken apprehenfion of his cafe,
flinging him'with their keen reproaches ; repre-
fenting himas an odicus hypocrite, thereby adding
grief to him, whom Ged had already wounded :
And what was heavier then all the reft, bear him
crying under a heart-fcit fenfe of the divine dif-
pleafure, the arrowso/ the Alnisghty arein me, the
the poifon wh.reof drinketh up my Jpirit 5 the ter-
rors of God do fet them!elves in aray againft me. *
In fine, if we take a complex view of the whole
cafe, it would fecm that 796 had a burden too
heavy for a mortal, and that frail nature muft needs
fink ; and yet fob did not fink ; and if we enquire
what was it fuppcrted him under all his compilica-
ted diftrefs ? We may find it in thofe words, 0d
X. 7. Qhou know:f2 I am not wicked ; q. d. altho’
1 be a poor 1mperf it creature, and have abunzant
reafon to abbor myjelf, yet O thiu beart-fearching
ana boly God, thow kniweft Iam not a bypocrite,
am not a <wicked man, as thefe my friends tate me to
be. Let a perfon with ob be confcious of liteg-
rity of heart ; let him have the mens /fibi confcia
recti ; let him know that he loves God, and he
will live in a tempeftuated fea of celamity ; he will
be able to bear up his head bravely ubove the high-
el furges ; whin the floods of great waters [well,
they flall not cverwhelm bis foul. This confciouf-
- nefs of integrity, has often made the happy fub-
et of it, fmile inagony ; glory in tribulation, and
greatly

¢ Job vi. 4.
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greatiy to rejoice, wlen for a feafon they were in
heavinefs, throigh manifold temptations. But,

2. The charalter in my text will naturally lead
the perfon to an habitual, upright condu¢t.  He
lays it down as an inconteftible maxim, that be
wko walketh ubrightiv, wetketh furelv. And hence,
let the cafe be what it will; the queftion with him
is not, what is the moft cunning ftep, or what feems
beft in a poittical view ? But whatisduty # What
will be mott pleafing to that God who is delight-
ed with truth in the inward part ¢ Thus theper-
Jon’s eye 1s fingle, and bis whole bidy 1s full of light ;
be has this for bis rejoicing, the teffimony of bis
confcience, that in fimplic:ty, and godly fincerity, be
has Led bis converfation in the warld,

7. 'T'he character in my text is an excellent an-
tidote agamtt flevifb jear. There i1s nothing fo
much intimidates a perfon, as a con cioufnefs of
guilt ; an apprehenfion thut all 15 not right with-
in ; that God is his enemy. Such an one, to ufe
the fcripture phrafe, 15 in great fear, where no fear
is ; he is apt to look on all mankind as comiffio-
ed by God againft him ; and hence to fay with
Cain, every one that findcth me [ball flay me ; 1o
that he ttarts at his own fhadow ; is afraid ot the
found of a fhaken leaf. Ca the other hand, let
a man know that his heart is right with God ;
that God in Chrift, is his reconciled father and
triend ; and this knowledge furnithes him with
undaunted fortitude ; renders him bold as a lion.
Let it be never fo dark and ftormy out of doors,
it is lightfome and calm within ; and hénce, when
be bears of evil tidings, bis beart is fixed, trafiing
in the Lord, | This fteady truft makes him /ike

C mount
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mount Zion, which at no time can be moved ; * he
fecels the P, tz/mz/l s words, the Lord is my /z\/n‘ and
my [alvation, whom fball I/ear? Toe Lord is the
Jiren th of my life, of whom #all 1be alraid? And
a little after, /ww/v an hoft fhatl encamp againit
e, my beart 11 all not fear tbanq/v war flould rife
ag(wz/l me, in this will be confrdent.
Other pamuu]ans I might infift on, bat I haftex
fo the
Second branch of this general head, 1. e. to thew
in fomme particulars, the happy influence the cha-
ra:ter in my text, will have on a gofpel mniiter.
It will miplre him withan honeft and ear: -
eft dCﬁlC to know the truth, particularly in the
dotrines of the gofpel. It will make the perfon
in reality, what many make high pretences to,
without any Ju[’c ground i, €. @ fincere votary to
truth. 'The main queﬂnon with himn is not, what
15 eftcemcd the orthodox doétrine, or what t‘he ta-
inionable divirity 7 Which is etteemed the moft
popular, or the moft polite ? What does Ausuftine,
or Luther, or Calvin, or Arminiks {fay ! But the
queftion is, what doth the {pirit of Chrift, fpeak-
ing in his word, fay ? Says the perfon, amidft {o
Imany jarring M}emes and high fanguine pretences,
when one fays io here i C/Jrz/l and ancther, /o be
is there 5 let me carefully endeavour to find out
which is the bible fcheme ; which is that feheme,
that moft evidently falls in with the genius of the
‘chriftian religion; which is, 0 bid> przde' Jfromman;
10 bumble the vain creature, whil: it [aves bim 5 to
empty bim of himjels 5 to exalt God; to promote un/z}
va/a

§ Plal. exii.  #* Plal, exxve  t Pfal, xxyii, g, 3,
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werfal bolinefs, When he has fo'nd this, he
will adhere to 1t with an unfh.ken ttabiiev,

2. It wiil tend to make him a great proficient
in the difcovery of religious truth,  The 4/rackite
fnde d, has a mind difpofcd for the nveltigation
of divine truth, He is got free in fome good miea-
fure, from his fhackles; and fo will beape to
make a fwilter progrefs in the knowledge of thc
truth, than a greater geniis which 1s fettered, «
ﬁncks faft in the bird lime of prejudice.  He (o ks

knowledge im order to practice ; and thaefore
feeks to have a peculiar clairy to this Prom::c
Yoh. vii. 17. If any man will do bis wid, be jhoil
know of the doétrine, whether 1t be o; God : He
{eeks the knowledze of divine trath, not only from
books, and convertation, but on his knees, in has
clofet ; hence, he appears direétly in the way of

that promilc the Jecret or the Lord is with then
that jear bim, and be will fhew them bis cov. nant ;||
or that of thc apotlie James, 1) anv nian lack wij -
dom, jet bim afk 0, Goda,whs 30 th li~cralv, to
all men, and uwpbratdeth not, and it jLalt b: given
him. The bible is Lis favourite book 5 and herce,
i 1s the more likcly he thali be able wo fay, 7 bace
more underfianding then all my teachers, jor thy
teflimonies are my meditation. *

3. twill be a good prefervative to keep the
minifter from what 1s ?cnelally uudcrﬁood by
triming. By this I mean, when a minifter con-
ceals histown fentiments, and this in fome of
the momentous peints in religion ; "to the end he
may kcep well with all parties, and offend none.

This

Plal, xxv, 14, Jam, 1 g, * Pfal. cxix, g9,
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Thisisa practice as bafe and cowardly, as it is com=
mon. I would charitably hope more to. It 1
peculiarly unfuitable for a minifter of t.ie new
teftament, now the veil is taken off from the face
of Mofes. Such an one thould ufe great plainne)s
of fpeech. 4 If the Ifraelite indeed be a minifter,
he looks on himfelf as bound by office #o declure
the whole counfel of God ; regards himfel{ as a debt-
or to the wife, and the unwife ; and hence, he en-
deavours to be very circumftantial and explicit;
to point out the way of falvation with that plain-
nefs, that the way-faring man, though a fool,
fhould not err therein. In a word, he takes the
beft pattern for his imitation ; 1 mean the firft
minifter of the fan&uary ; who being interroyated
concerning his difciples and do&rine, fays, I :pake
openly to the world ; I ever tauybt in the yna-
gogues, and in the temple, whither the Fews a:ways
refart ; and in fecret bave I [aid nothing. T

4. It will have a happy tendency to keep a mi-
nifter from cherifhing people’s prejudices, and fall-
ing in with their favourite humors. This is a
practice to which fome minifter’s circumftances lay
them under a peculiar temptation ; and perhaps |
might add, that it is a practice of which fone
minifters are guilty, who make high pretences ta
minifterial faithfulnefs.  But let who will be guil-
ty of it, it is not quite right ; to fay the leaft of
i, it is not ftrictly honeft ; it but ill agrees with
the charaler of an Ijraclite indeed, in whom is no
gw’/e.

such an one would it is true, be very loathto of-

fend

t 2 Cor. iii, 12. t Joh xviii. 29, 20,
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fend one of the leaft of thefe little ones, that be-
licve on Chrift ; but yet he values their fouls above
their {iniles : He would pleafe every man for bhis
good, and to edificatson, but no further, He endea-
vours to extirpate their prejudiccs with a wife
indecd, and tender, yet with a faithful hand, He
rather choofes to run the rifque of difpleafing them,
than to build them up in any wrong notions of
God, or of religion ; efpecially if he looks on the
thing to he of a dangerous nature, and what is like
to draw after it fatal confequence. .

5. It is like to make the minifter who is pof-
{efled of it, a faithful reprover of fin. To reprove
and rebuke, 1s part of the minifter’s work, as well
as to exhort, and perhaps one of the moft difficult
parts of his work : To do it wif-ly, feafonably,
humbiy, terderly, and yet faithfully, is no cafy
thing. But dithcult as it is, the minifter who 1s
an 1/raelite indeed, will attempt it 1 He will cry
aloud and not [pare, fhewing God’s peaple their
tranforeffions, and the houfe of Facob their fins.
To declaim againft fin in general, altho’ with great
{everity, he does not think fufficient ; but he en-
‘deavours to be particular, and that he may the
better do this, he makes it his bufinefs to know
what are the prevailing fins of the day, and to
fthew that for the/e things fake, the wrath of God
comes on the children of difobedience. 4 Nor does
he think it fufhicient to be faithful in public re-
proof ; but will ufe the fame in that which is pri-
vate and perfonal, if need fo require ; whatever
danger he may incur of the perfon’s hatred and

refcntment
* Eph. 4. 6.
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refentment ¢ Altho’ with the baptift, he have a
Herod, a tyrant to deal with, yeu he will put his
life in his hand, and adminifter the reproof witn
an honeft plainnefs.

6. It will make him pay a ftrict regard to truth,
in the characters he gives of men: For inftance,
if he is to pronounce a funeral eulogium, and in
it attempt to give a moral picture of the deceal-
ed, he will endeavour that it may be a juit one.

If in drawing of a picture, a lirnner fhould
throw into his piece an unduc proportion of
the lightfome and glorious colours, and make little
or no ufe of the dark ones ; at the fame time put-
ting into it every agreable feature, and concealing
the difproportions and defects ; wouid this be
painting tc the life ? Would it be a true pic-
ture of the original ? I need not wait your anfwer ;
the application is eafy. It an Ijraelit: indced, at-
tempts to give a charalter, he will endeavour that
it may fuit the perfon it was intended for. By
mentioning what was commendable in the deceaf-
ed, he wxllmgly eives him his juft prcnfc and
altho’ it may be confittent enough with ﬁnf.cmy,
to draw a kind vail over his infirmitics, thewing
them in the fhade ; yet he will not who“y conccal
them ; he will be apt to have fome fuch model
in his eye as that of Elbu, Job xxxii. 21, 22.
Let me not 1 pray you, accept any man’s perfon, net-
ther let me give flattering tities unto man s LFor
1 know not to give flattering titles, in jo duing my
maker would [oon take me away.

. The charaéter in my text, will powerfully
excite the perfon to endeavour to exhibit to the
eyes
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eyes of {peétators, a lovely fpecimen of that reli-
gion, which he not only profefles, but which he
preaches to others: Even fome of the Heatben in-
fifted upon it as one eflential qualification of an
orator, that he fhould be a good man. The faith-
ful minilter confiders that as all chriftians fhould
caufe their Light to (hine before men, {o a perfon in
the facred ftation, thould be exemplary ; that his
oflice {fets him on an eminence which will render
either his virtues, or his vices the more confpicu-
cus : That his preaching chriftian virtues and
graces, without his practicing them, will be like
to have but little effe€t : For inftance, in his
preaching to recominend truth to his hearers,
while himfelf is known to be one that will wrong
the truth: Or jufiice; while himfelf is known to
be difhoneft : Or humility, while he is evidently
lifted up with pride : Or a forgiving {pirit, while
himfelf indulges an implacable vindictive temper,
Hence, he endeavours to have a good converfaticn
in ail things, that the miniflry be rot biamed ; * in
all things to fbew bimfelf a pattern of good <works,
{o as that he may be able to fay, brethren, be ye
Jollowwers together of me, and mark them that walk
fo, as ye have us for an example, 't Happy minil-
ter to whom fuch a charadter belongs ! and hup-
the people, who have {uch a minifter, providing

they know how to prize and to improve him.
Having {poken to wht I propofed in the doc-
trinal part, | proceed to fome practical ufe of the
fubjet. And among other refle@ions which it
would afford, I take occafion to oblerve, that iny
text

¥ 2 Cor. vi. 3.

. ———ta

phil. 3. 17,
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text gives us a rulc from the mouth of an infallib
teacher, by which to judge of characers, and
which charadler we ought to prefer, iz, that of
a truly honeft man, in the fenfe which has been
cxPlained. It is a line much noticed, in a ccle-
brated modern poet, that an boneft m n is the no-
bieff work of God. ¥ How mean are the greatett
intelle¢tual endowments and human acquirements,
if viewed abftratly from the knowledge and the
love of God ? How poor a fizure ((avs a great
modern) muft Sir Isaac NEwToON make, in the
eye of the omnifcient ; || 1. ¢. on fuppofition he had
only parts and learning, but was deftitute of pie-
ty ? And therefore as the author laft quoted adds,
thefe are not the qualifications which claim the
Deity’s regard.  Certainly none will deny that
great talents mifapplied, is the charaller of Satan :
And if fo, then i. evidently follows, that the man
who having great gifts, proftitutes them to bafc
purpofes, does thereby the more nearly refemble
the devil,
 Let us fuppofe two charalters ; one has great
parts, to which he has added many confderable
acquirements : He is a great linguift, a great ma-
thematician and natural philofopher ; he is well
verfed in hiftory and chronoloy, antient and mo-
dern, civil and ecclefiaftick ; he is a good logici-
cianand metaphyfician ; has a confiderable infight
into thofe called the finc arts: His outward de-
portment is courteous, polite, infinuating : But
with all thefe, and perhaps many more agreable
qualities ; he never confiders what is due to that
being,

* Pors, | Duncay Forees Low, Prefident.
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beinz, to whom he ewes his all; he faith not
/wc 1s Ged my maler 2 Of tir 704& that made
k:m, be s wznincfuly, and forgets God that form-
ed b, A He s a willing iranger to inward re-
lioion, and perhaps treais the outward forms of
it with great ceniempt. He bears that man 1s a
fallen crearre 5 and that there is in the bible a
moft wiie and benevolent mic hod for hisrecovery ;
but with Gatirz, he cares tor nove of thefe things.
He will notfo mych as ¢ive hrmifelt the trouble
to dip a littlc into i d.vine book 5 or if he does,
it is with 2 pread, feur, projediced mind ;5 fo that
his natural averfion to the enly troe rehigion, 1s 1n-
creafed.  Chrit ericified, is to him; asto thc anci-
ent ‘\c ws and Greeks, a ﬁunu!mg bleck and fool-
il
T I;c unhappy fine man; with all his accomp-
Iifi.1ients, atwer fpending a few years here in an
e enfable neple@ of that, colich 15 the beginning
of witdom, is forced to ohey the {ummons of death :
His foul . ppiars before nim that made it, to receive
the juil fentence due to thofe wla forget God. T
- Let us now wike a view of another charaéter.
The perfon 1t may be, has many defeés ; not fo
clear a heud ; not fo great a degree cf memphy
fical acumen as thc {ormer ; nouo much human
lcarning, Perhans he has n )t the gitt in ary emi-
nent dcgrce of ringing his,ideas under their pro-
per heads ; fo that his difcourfes labour under fome
{enfible dw ec of obfcurity and confufion: He 1s
neither fo accurate in his compofition, nor fo hap=
py in his delivery, He may have more reafon
D then

t Dcut. xxxii, XS, —' Pfal. l. 22,
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than Mo ‘eshad, to fay, Omy Lord, 1 am not eloguent,
mcitlor ber.tojore, nor fince thou ‘patelt unto thy
Jervant 5 but am fow of jpecch, and of a Jlow ton-
gue. * It may be, the perfon has fomewhat of a
natural roughnefs in his temper, which education
has not been able effe@ually to polith ; which
renders him lefs agreable. T But with all thefe,
and many other defelts, a gracious God has given
tie perfona ferious mind : With humble gratitude
he has received the giad tidings of the gofpel ; and
has taken cffc@ual care to avail himfelf ot the
great falvation, therein held forth. The native
pride cf his heart is fubdued ; the love of God, of
Chrilt, of heaven, has ¢ot the better of fin, of
felf, and of a prefent world.  He 1s habiwally
maintaining a warfare againtt all n; enduring
vardnels as a good joldicr of fe/us Chrijt ; tightiog
his way throagh crouds of external and internal
enemies ; longing to e per,ect, as bis ‘atber in
beaven is perek. In a word, the perfon is an
diraclite indeed, in the fenfe of my text, which
has been explained. Sirs, put thefe two characters
i contraft in your minds for a moment, and you
will foon fce which of them ought to be preferred.

Whatever the judgment of the world 15, I am
fatisfied what the judgment of God will be: That
the day is approaching, when tbe righteous wili ap-
pear to be more excelient than bis nesghbour : || And
onthe other hand, when that which is highly efteemed

mong
* Exced. iv. 10, | Prov. xii. 28,

1 This lalt was the chara&er cf two men, whom a fovereign
God was pleafzd to ufe as two of the moft eminent inliru-
merts of promoting religion, 1 mean, Lather in Germany,
and John Kucx, by many called thae apoltle of the Scorto,
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ameng men, [hall appear to be bad in abimination
with God. 4

Time will not allow to make feveral other in-
ferences which the fubje@ would naturally lead to;
I therefore pafs on to a conclufion.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

of this Church and Congregation,

You have lately been about a piece of heavy
work, 1. e. laying in the cold and filent grave, the
dear remains of one, who had long fuftained the
office of a fpiritual inflrucior ; and who with re-
fpect to fome of you, I am perfuaded could fay,
though ye had ten thou/and infirultcrs in Chriff,
yet have ye not many fathers, for in Chrift 5eus
I bave begotten vou through the go'pel. T Derivg
{o long an acquaintance, as ubove: torty years, te-
tween a minifier and people, who have been mu-
teally happy, it is natural to fuppofe the affellicns
have ftrook deep rooting, that cenfequertly the
partitgis diftrefiing mproportion,  Timagice I fee
2 number of you undcr a confiderable degree cf the
fame cffection that Blifla was, who altho’ fatis-
fied that his malter was gone to heaven, yet under
a ftrong affection from a pungent fenfe of the great
Jofs which the people of God, and himfelf in parti-
cular had fuftained, by the prophet’s removal, took
hold of his own clouths and rent them to pieces,
crying, my :ather, my jather, the chariot o/ 1/rae!,
and the b:rjemen thereof. * Beloved. under the pre-
fent workings of your affettions, it is probable you
have a ftrong defire to hear foewhat faid to the
juft praife of the deceafed : You think it but right,

that

f 1 Corivers. § 2 Kingsii, 12. * Prov. xxxi. 2z, 8.
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that the memory of the juft flould be bio/7ed. And
with refpect to your late paftor, you huve the {cel-
ings of the children of the virtuous womin toward
their mother, when they rofe wp and called ber
blefled. 'To gratify your juft defire, what great-
er charaCter can 1 give him who has now left us,
than to apply to him, the words of my text, be-
boid an Ifraelite indced, in whom is no g+4e.  To
a confiderable degree ot this charalter, 1 charita-
bly believe he had a juft claiin, Should 1 be moie
particular and fay, that he was an honeit, upright
iman ; one that had a juft abhorence of all dupli-
city and deceit : One who was for going ftraizht
forward in that which he took to be duty, leuv-
1ng events to God : That he not oniy aduaer: d to
true dodtrine, but was zealous for it, and appear-
ed to have felt the transforming power of 1, on
his own heart : That he contidered the oor, and
devifca liberal things : That according to his ta-
lent, he was a faithful reprover of fin ; Th.t he
was remarkably temperate with refpect to the
gratification of animal appetites : That he was a
lover of good men ; grven to bofpizal ty : That he
was & good aconomift : That he appeared to
make confcience of family, (and as far as in the
nature of the thing could be known,) df clofet
religion : That fo/bua’s refolution appearcd to be
his, as for me and my boufe we will ferve the Lord,
‘That under a variety of domeftick trials, his be-
haviour was an honour to the chriftian religion :
f Tthould fay all the thefe things of him, | doubt
pot, but many of you couald fay Amen, to each
particular ; and could fromy your own perfonal

’ | knowledze,
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kpowledze, add many other commendable qua«
lities,

I am not afraid toadd, and to appeal for the truth
of it, to thofe of his intimate acguaintance, who
are competent judges, that far from being a mean
fcholar, he had a very confiderable infight into
fome of the moft ufeful branches of acquired
knowledge. I am far from attempting to repre-
fent your minifter’s charadter while here as fpot-
lefs : Perfe&tion is not the lot of mortals in this
ftate of probation. Says a certain author of note,
I never knew a perfelt clergvman, more than a per-
1€t lovman.,  No doubt the deceaefd, while ia
this tate of minority, had his faults ; but would
it an{wer any good end ? Nay, would it not ap-
pear invidious to reprefent thefe in their full di-
mecefions and moft glaring light, now we hope
they are all done away, and he is become one
of that glorious company, sn whofe moutbs is found
no gutle, for they are without fault before the throne
¢f God 2 *

Bcloved, I do tenderly fympathize with you, the
bereaved flock, and family, under our common lofs,
The deceafed was dear to me for many years. We
were often’jointly engaged in what we efteemed
th. caufe of Chrift.. We were in journcyings often ;
expofcd to various dangers and fatigues: We fre-
quently joined {weet council, and went up to the
houfe of God in company. But thefe things are
over : He has attained the fummit ot the heaven-
ly Zion ; we are as yet but climbinz the hill;
and it is likcly have fome very ftecp wid difficule

placcs
R N
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places to furmount. Let us then prefs forward
with refolution and ardour 1 Let us be fol.owe s
of them, who through faith and patience beve in-
berited the promifes. +

May 1 not my dear friends, my age, our long
acquaintance, and ncar conneétions confdm.d be
allowed the freedom of being fomewhat particu-
lar in a few hints ?

Then endeavour to have your fpirits thorcugh-
ly penetrated with gratitude to the great Head of
the church, that he was pleafed to give you a
minifter, who obtained mercy of God to be faith-
ful, ~and to protra¢t his precarious fpan, untill
he had arrived at. threefcore ycars and ten, the or-
dinary date of hutan life.

Afk yourfelves as in the preferce of the all-know-
ing Ged, what improvement you bave made un-

der his mlmﬂry ; and be dccply humbled (i vou
- find there is caufe for it,) that you h.ive made no
better improvement. Labour torecellc &t as many
as poflible, of the wholfome and important leffons
he often inculcated upon you, with ¢great warmth
and with many tears; and by this mcans dilizent-
ly endeavour after his deceafe, to have thefe things
always 1n remembrance : Thus you will find

from happy experience, that Le beirg dead, yet
Jpeaketh.

Think how terriblc it would be, if the Godlcfs,
Chriftlefs, prayerlefs condition of any of you, (hould
oblige your deceafed minifter to appeur as a wit-
nefs aszamft you, at the jndgment feat. 1 would
add, beware of dejection of fpirit, under your pre-

fent
1 Heb. vi. 12,
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fent bereavement : You may remember thefe
words, but David encouraged bimfelf in the Lord
bis Goa. * It was a tune of great extremity when
David did fc. Thereis always fufficient ground
for God’s people, to encourage themficlves in the
l.ord their God, ict the cafe be what it will, It
is your duty to feel th- prefent ftroke, and be
deeply affeéled ; to mourn, but not to difpond.
The fervant is dead, but the mafler 1s alive,
Hear this {weet truth from his own mouth, Rew,
i. 18. I am be that liveth, and was dead ; and be-
hold 1 am ative jor evermore, This is not all ; Jefus
Chrit not only lives, but in a ftate of great opulen-
cy, hononr andpower ; fo that ke has abundant re-
fources richly to fupoly you, and every bereaved {o-
ciety that put thiir traft in him, tle can make up,
yea, more then mike up the prefent breach, great
and irrepurab’e ws it may feem : Nay, what is mere
flill, he not only can, but e will. - The tendernefs
of his bowels infinitely exceeds that of the moft
affe@ionate mother towards her tucking child : +
Yea Le is not only tender, but infinitely wife : He
knows your frame, and remembereth that you are
dus? : He knows how weak and foolith you are 5
what dangers you are expofed to, and from what
quarter. I would add, fee that you love one a-
nother : This divine precept is always feafonable,
and therefore often inculcated ; but is never more
feafonable than in your circumftances, You have
feen a family of lovely children, when they have
newly loft an excellent parent ; how all bathed
in tears, the dear creatures will fly into euch others

bofoms,

¢ Sam. xxx, 6, 1 Ifa, xlix. 14, 510
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bofoms, where they mutually pour out their doiue
rous complaints, Soraething like this it {fcems to
me, would be a condudét f{iitable to your circum-
ftances. Again, be at peace among vourfefves. How
frequent, how pathetick are the apoftolick exhor-
tations, to avoid divifions ; to be perfetly joined
together ; 2o keep the unigy of the [pirit in the bond
of peace ¢ How patheticaliy does our dear Lord
afk this, in that {pecimen which he has given us
of his interceffion work, as one of the beft blef-
fings he could afk of his father on the behalf of his
people ? That they all tay be one, as thou father art
in me, and 1 1n thee 5 that they al o may be one in
us, that the world may believe that thou bafl [ent
me. * And if you would keep united, carefully
fhun the caufes of divifion, of whick: perhaps pride
will be found the principal. Solomen {peaks of it
as though it were the fole caufe, when he fuys,
only by pride cometh contention. 4 Let there be
no Diotrephes-like {pirit umong ycu : Let 2o man
think more bighty of bim/felf then be cught to think,
but think foberly, It is much more eafy to avuid
eontention when people ure at peace, (which is
your prefent happy ftatc,) then it is to get out of it
when once they are involved : Hence appears the
propriety of the wife man’s advice, ticrefore leae
off contention before 1t be meddled with. t

Suffer me to add, don’t let the defk be unfup-
plyed, at leaft let it be fo as little as poffible, In
this I am morally certain, that the prefbytery to
which you are conceted, will do what they can
that you be agreably fupplyed. And while you

endeavour
* Joh, xvii. 21. ¢ Prov. xziv, 10, § Prov. xvi. 14!



endeavour to have frequent, or rather conftant
fupplys of preaching, don’t be too hafty about a
{ettlement: Make hafle flowly, is a wife old proverb.
Brethren, the Lord has been kind to you ; fo that
inflead of being exterminated in your infancy, you
have alicady fubfifted as a congregation, upwards
of forty years; and from a defpicable handful,
arc become a refpectable fociety : And as it has
pleafed Him, who determines the bounds of his
people’s habitations, to fituate you in the chief
town, of one of the chiefeft colonies of Britifh
North America 3 {o the honour of God, and rc-
ligion ; ihe credit ' of your particular perfuafion,
and your {piritual education, do all, {under Chrit,)
very much depend on the minitter you tha!l cheole.
As this then is a matter of weight, a& in it with
a provortionable caution : Ule the wifeft and moit
deliberate fteps to fecure an happy event.  And
whil: you endeavour to a&t wifely; beware of
laying an undue ftrefs on your own witdom. It
you believe that Jefus Chritt is the firft minifter
of the fan€tuary ; that he hos the adminiftration
of the affairs of the kingdom in his hand 5 zbat
He is faithfuli in all His boufe ; that He knows
erfetly what qualifications the minifter muit
ﬁave., that wil! fuit you ; and alfo, where to find
one fo qualified, and to fend him to you; 1
fay, if you believe thefe things concerning Chrift,
{all which you muft believe if you are chrifttans, )
there can be no more powerful metives to prayer.
O then be much in prayer on this important head.
Pray to the Lord of the harveft, that be wanld [em,i
jorte

E
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faithfull and [uitable labourer <nto this part of
bis barvefl.

Let me add, have a fuitable regard to every
furviving branch of the family of your beloved
paftor : In particular, let the melancholy and ex-
treamly helplels ftate of his relict, ftrongly move
your compaflion for the living, as wcil as your
gratitude to the memory of the dead. Finally,

To the child of the deceafed here prefent, I
would fay, if you are the child of God, (as chari-
ty bids me believe,) however, the world may for-
get you foon, yet Chrift remaineth your’s with an
unchangeable and moft tender affe@ion. The
world is changeable ; but He is immutable.
“efus Chrift is the [ame yefierday, to day, and Jor-
ever : He is the very fame compaflionate Saviour,
as when he groaned in fpirit, and wept at the
grave of Lazarus: In ali your affictions, be is af-
flicted ; He puts your tears in bis bottle : 1f then
you put your truft in Him, and have recourfe to
to Him in your diftrefs, you will ind Him to be
the friend who fticketh clofer than a father, than
a brother, than all earthly relations. Let me add,
in the midft of your mourning be thankful to God
that he gave you fucha parent ; that he continued
him with you {o long ; that he was not fnatched
away from you in your tender infancy ; but that
you had the benefit of a genteel, and what was
more,a religious education, under his paternal eye,
Let this encourage you to pus your truft in God.
Ungrateful and giddy as the world is, you can
hardiy lack friends among fo many of your father’s
old acquaintance and friends. But be that as it

wulll
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~ will, by all means endeavour to enfure the cove-~
nant favour of Him, who loves bis own to the end ¢
Who always makes good the promife, I will geuer,
leave thee, nor forfake theey ~ T T
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