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2 Tim. 1. 12, latter Part.

----1 am perfuaded that He is able to keep that which I
bave cammmed unto bim againfs tbat Day.

if he a& with fuitable Caution, will endea-
vour to have 1t well fecured 3 efpecially if
the Times are perilous, and there be great
ﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁ Danger of lofing 1t.---Such a wife Pugcau-
tion does the /rue Believer take. He is prattically fen-
fible that the Times are perilous, that while in this
Wildernefs he is in the midft of Encmles, that all he
has which is valuable is in imminent Danger: And
from. this Senfe of Things he is influenced to put his
All into the Hand of Chrift. And as he is enabled by
Grace to make this wife Depofitum ; fo when he comes
to reflect upon his own A&, or confider what he has
done, it yields him fweet Comp!accncy of Mind, while
he has a fatisfying Perfuafion that he has committed his
All into a fafe Hand, where neither the Power nor
Policy of Men nor Dcvnls can reach it, where Moth and
Ruft corrupt mot, nor Thioves break through and fleal.
Beloved, Here is a confiderable Number of Com-
municants who have.this Day been at the Lord’sTable,
among which it is to be hoped there are fome Believers :
fome who have had Faith in Exercife, and who have
o been
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been enabled to make a renewed Dedication of them-
felees and afi their Concerns to & covenanted Ged in
Chrit. And to fuch as have bean fo heppy as to do
fo, it may be & proper and feafonable Exercife to take
a back Look upon what they have been doing. Such
8 Refletion will yield them fweet Complacency of
Soul ; while they perceive that they have committed
their All intoa fafe Hand : one who cares for them and
all their Concerns with the moft tender Care, who is not
only able but every Way well qualified to keep what
they bave committed to him, asin my Text.

In the preceeding Part of this Chapter, after the
Apoftle has given the ufual Salutation to Timarby, and
withal exprefs’d his Affe@®ion for him, together with
his charitable Opinion of him as being a Perfon truly
gracious ; he next proceeds to exhort him, viz. the
Evangelif to the faithful and zealous Difcharge of the
Duties incumbent upon him in the Exercife of that
Miniftry which was cornmitted to him: particularly
that he fhould be aftive and induftrious in firring up
the Gift that was in him, and that he fhould be willing
thrcugh Grace to fuffer with Patience whatever Trials
he had to meet with in the faithful Difcharge of hig
Office. Asa Motive 10 excite him hereunio, the Avoftle
puts him in Mind of the Holinefs and Exccllency of
the chriftian Calling and the Gofpel Dotrine of which
be, i. e. the Apople himfelf was a Minifter, and for which
he fuffered, as in the firft Claufe of the 12th Verfe, For
the which Caufe 1 alfo - fuffer tbefe Things, i.c. for the

reaching and publithing of which Golpel, and by this
eans endeavouring to inftru the poor blinded Gene
tiles in the true Way of Salvation; I fujfer, being
wrongfully accufed of the JFews as a feditious Perfon,
and by them delivered up as fuch an one to the Romsan;

For ’tis evident that when he wrote this Epiftic he was
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at Reme~, whither he had gone in the Profecution of
his Appeal to Cefar, fo that he was there in the Quality
of a Prifoner : He adds, Nevertkelefs I am not afbamed s
wiz of the Gofpel of Chrift, of the Crofs of Chrift,nor
of this Chain that I wear for the Hope of Ifrael. - Nay
fo far was he from being athamed of thefe, that he
counted them his gieateft Honour : Hence he fays,God
forbid that I fhould glory, fave in tbe Crofs of Coriff : If
there ‘was-any Thing he would glory in, it would be
this..--He next adds theReafon why he was not atham’d s
I know whom [ bave believed, or trufled, as the Word
may be rendered. Hereby is intimared that he had
been enabled to commit his All to God through a AMe
diator, and that he knew he had done fo. It therefore
1mports not only- Faith but Perfuafion, or the Affurance
of Faith. : ~
. But then comes that Claufe of the Verfe which I
have more clpecially in View 3 I am perfuaded that be
fs able to keep that wbhich I bave commiited to bim. The
‘Apoftle here ufes a very firong Term ; it thews that he
had not the leaft Doubt, nor indeed the fmalleft Ground
for any Hefication in the 'Matter. Q. D. As God has
committed to my Charge the glorious Gofpel of his
dear Son, fo 1 have again by Faith commirtted both it
and my{elf into hisFland : T have committed the Keep-
ing of my Soul to Kim as' into the Hand of a faithful
Crcator: Ina'Word, T have left all my ‘Concerns in
his Hand, both with Refpe@ to this and the future
World ; and I am fully fatisfied that he is every Way
well qualified to keep that fafe, fo that herein I do con-
fidently reit and am no Ways anxioufly difquieted about
the Event of Things: 1 know 'that infinite Power,
Wifdem, Holinefs, Goodnefs and Truth are at the
Helm, and: that thezefore'all: will be well in the End.b
| . e o o b - The
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The Words thus introduced and explained do eafily
afford us this dotrinal Truth.

DOCT. That a Perfon who knows what it is to
truft in God, does confidently commit all his Con-
. cerns into his Keeping.

The Do&rine is not only a Scripture Truth, as may'

appear from innumerable Texts ; but itis a Truth plain

from this Text, as may be eafily feen. In the Profecu-
tion of it I would propofe this following Method ;
Firf, Eoquire wbat is that which a Believer byFaith
commits to a covenanted God in Chrift.
- Secondly, What Affurance the Perfor. has, that ke
Truft thall be keps fafe, and that he fhall have a good
Account of it in the End. |
And then make Application.

I 1begin with the firf of thefe in Order; 4. e. to
enquire wbat it is that a Believer by Faith commits to
Chrift, or which is the fame, to a covenanted God in
Chrift. To this I anfwer in general, that he commits
to this Keeper a// bis Affairs, publick and private, per-
fonal and relative, fpinitual and fecular, for Time and
Eternity : In a Word, all that be is, or has, or is any
Way concerned with. But to be fomewhat more par-
ticular : 1 obferve that the Believer commits all his
perfonal Concerns to Chrift : Now thefe may be divided
into {piritual and temporal.

[1.] He commits to this Keeper his fpiriiual, per=
fonal Concerns. When the Perfon firlt clofed with
Chrift, he faw him in every Refpet fo qualified, that
he could freely commit his precious Soul with all its
Concerns into his Hand : Nay, had he had ten Thou-
fand Souls, he would not have thought the Truft too

. great
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great to commit to fuch a Keeper. Neow he confiders
that he who is the Author, bzhoofs alfo to be the Finither
of his Faith ; that "tis he who begins a good Work,
that can carry it on to the Day of the Lord Jefus; that
it is the great Hufbandman who firft fowed the precious
Seed of Grace in the Heart, who befl knows what Cul-
ture, what watering, what Nourithment, what pruning,
in a Word, what Care of every Kind it needs in order
to bring it to Perfection : And hence he commits the
Keeping of his Soul to him, that he would work ail his
Works in him and for him ; that he would glorioufly
accomplith what he has gracioully begun; that he
would never leave nor forfake him, ’till he perfects that
which cor.cerns him. --Tao be a little more particular an

th's Head ; |
(1.) He commits his Soul to Chrift for Guidance or
 Condu82. He is deeply fenfible that he is of himfelf a
- poor blind ignorant Creature; tlat he has a difficule
Way before him, a mazey intricate Labyrinth to travel
thrcugh ; fo that of qimfelf he is ever liable to err,
ready to deviate into fome wrong Path which tends to-
- wards the Path of the Deftroyer: He does therefore
from this Senfe of Things commit his Soul to Chrift
for divine Conduct: He pleads with the wonderfs!
Counfellor, that he would guide him with his Eye :
Begs of him who leads the Blind ina Way they know
not, that he would order his Steps in his Way ; that
he would fend forth his Light and his Truth and lead
him in a plain Path.-«-In particular, that when at any
Time he is much ftraitned about what Courfe to take,
and greatly in the Dark wiik Regard to Duty ; that he
would fend his Holy Spirit to teach him what he knows
not, and guide him to all neceffary Truth; that Duty
may be opened up to him, and that he may have Grace
and
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gd Wifdom to cor:ply with what appears to be his
uty.

(2.) He commits his Sou! to Chrilt for Proteition
and Defen-e.  The Believer is ditply fenfible that chere
is a formidabie Confederacy of powerfal Linemies en-
gaged againft him ; rhat the Devil is his Enemy, an
Enemy whe is exceeding powerful, cunning, 1:nplacable
in his Hatred, indefatigable in his Endeavours; in a
Word, one who has all thofe Qualitics whick render
him a formidable Enemy ; that the World is hisinemy,
that it abounds with evil Company and with Snares and
Temprations of various Kinds ; that fecular Objects are
almolt conftantly foliciting his Senfes and ftealing away
his Ieart trom God ; fo that on many Accouns he has
fad Reafon to cry frequently, Wo is me that I am 1»
Mefbech, Pfal. 120. 5. That he has not oniy the Devil
and the World, but that he has likewife a Number of
inbred Enemies which are in fome Refpeét the worlt of
all 5 that he carries about with him a proud, deceitful,
covetous, revengeful; unbelieving, carral Heait; a
Heart utterly averfe trom Good and wholly inclined to
divil 5 in fum, that he carries the Beails of Prey within
him, and that his worft Foes are thoft: of his own Houfe ;
{5 that he has much Ground to ary often, O wretched
'MMan 1hat 1 am, &c. On the whole, the Perfon finds
that he wreflles, noi with Flefh and Bloed only, but
with Principalities and Powers ; that his Enemies are
fo many and powerful that he is of himfelf no Match
for thum, e therefore puts the feeble New-Creature
under the Prote€tion. of the King of Kings : begging
of him, who is a King mighty in Battle, and who has
ail thele Linemies in his Hand; that he would bridle

their Fury, countermine and baffle their fradulent De-

{1gns, and turn their Counfels inwo Foolithnefs ; that he

wouid by hig afiifting Grace euable him to handle rbe
Shield

e v e ﬁ
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8hield of Faith, yea to take to him the whole Armour of
God, and to acquit himfelf as @ good Soldier of ‘fefus
Chrift ; fo as that he may come off a compleat Victor
in the find, yea be more tham a Comqueror through bim
- that loved bim.

(3.) IJe commits his Soul to Chrift for daily Support
and Sufemance by new Supplies of Grace.  He finds,
that as the ewiward Man cannot live without new Sup-
plies of Feod, neitlier can the intvard 3 that as Nature,
{u alfo Grace ftands in need of frequent Recruits 5 that
when he has been a confiderable ‘T'ime without the
Bread and Water of Life, Grace in the Soul grows lan-
guid and feeble, that the whole FHead is fick and the
whole Heart is faint; that as long Fafting deftroys the
Appetite, fo in this Cale---that when there has been a
long Suipenfion of divine Induences, his Soul, which
was wont to be hke a watered Garden, becomes like &
pirchod Defart. Ina Word, he finds that he cannot
live comfortably one Day without renewed Supplies
from the Fountain: Daily Experience feals that Scripe
ture Tiuth to him, Joh. 15. 5. Witbout me ye can do
xotbing. Hence he commits his Soul to Chrift for
Nourifbmeni : He looks to him for fpiritual, as an hun-
gry. Child does to a Parent for bodily Food : prays that
he who has given {piritual Life, would gracioufly fup-
port it 5 that the Showers of Manna may not ceafe to
tall about his Tabernacle, ’till he come to eat of the
old Corn of the heavenly Canaan ;, that he who gives
to all their Food in due Seafon, would minifter fuch
Supplies of every needed Grace, as that he may be
thereby quabfied tor the Duties and prepared for the
Events of the Day as it comes ; that he may renew his
Youth as the Eagles ; and that as his Days are, his
Strength may bg.

B 2 Ia
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- Ina Word, the Believer by Faith commits his Sou!
or his fpiritual Concerns to Chrift, that he would dires?
and proteft, nourifh and fupport ; that he would graci-
oufly difpenfe every needed Grace, by which the divine
Life may be preferved in the Soul ; y:a not only pre-
ferved, but increafed with all the Increafe of God, ‘ill
at length the New Creature happily arrive ar perfect
Maturity, and Sanification terminate in Glorification.
And I would add, that the Perfon who is enabled by
Faith to commit all his fpsrisual Concerns to Chrift, has
a firm Perfuafion that he will do all this for him ; that
how many foever the Difficulties are which lie in h's
Way, none of them fhall ruin him, but he (kall in the
End be more than a Conqueror through him that loved
'm.

[2.] As the Believer commits all his perfonal jpiritual
Coencerns to Chrift, in like Manner he commits all his
perfonal temporal Affairs to the fame Keeper. The
Petfon bas a pra&tical Senfe of divine Providence. He
fees that it is in God he lives and moves and has his
Bring 3 that *tis Chrift who upbolds all Things by the
Werd of bis Powsr, and by whom al! Things confift, Heb.,
1. 3. Col. 1. 17, that this Providence, which has a
general Care about the whole Creation, caufing the
Lillies to grow, and anfwering the Cry of the young
Ravens, has a more efpecial and tender Care about Be-
lievers ; that thefe are to him as the Signet on the right
Hand, or the Apple of his Eye; that on the Behalf of
thele bis Eyes run to and fro tbrough the wkole Eartb,
2 Chron, 16. 9 ; and that he has gracioufly Jaid him-
{elf under a Covenant Qbligation s Thefe Things the
Perfon has fuch a Senfe of, that he chearfully commits
all his temporal Concerns to Chrift, He looks by Faith
into the New Covenant, and there he finds Promifes of
gvery needed temporal good Thing . Particularly thctrxe

¢
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he finds Promifes of Meat and Drink, 1fa. 33. 16. Bread
fhall be given bim and Water fhall be fure; Plal. 37, 3.
Verily thou fbalt be fed : Promiles of Cloathing, as Mat,-
6.-30. If God fo cloath the Grafs of the Field which to
Day is and to Morrow is caft into the Oven, fball be not
imuch rsore cloath you : Promifes of Sleep, as PfL 127, 2.
He gives bis Beloved Sleep 5 Prov. 3. 24. Thou fhals lie
down and thy Sleep fhall be fweet : Promifes of Prote&ion,
that he fhall dwell in the jeeret Place of the Moft High,
and abide in the Shadow of the Almighty, Plal. gi. 13
that he fhall be bid in the Day of the Lord’s Anger,
Zeph. 2. 3 ; that the divine Attributes are fo many
fafe Cbambers to fly to in the evil Day, Ifa. 26. 20;
that there is a Brong Tower to which he may have Re-
courfe, whither t6e Righteotss un and are fafe, Prov. 18.
10; that in the greateft apparent Danger, he has
Safety ; a@ Thoufand may fall at bis Side, and tem Thou-
fand at bis right Hand, but it fball not come nigh to bim,
Pfal. g1. 7.

The Perfon don’t indeed underftand thefe Promifes
of Proteétion, as if by them he might affure himfelf of
a total Exemption from outward Trouble: on the con-
trary he knows, that Believers as well as others may ex-
pect that in the World they fball bave Tribulation ; that
they are Baflards and not Sons whom the Father chafineth
not, and that be fcourgetb every Son whom be receiveth :
In a2 Word, that in this Refpe all Things come alike
to all, fo that hereby we can’t know Good or Evil,
Love or Hatred. But his Comfort is, that God has
abfolutely promifed, that he will be with bim in Trouble
and will deliver bim, Pfal. g1, 15: has bid him, what-
ever is his Burden, to caft it upon bim, and be will fuftain
it, Plal. 55. 22 : has {aid, When tbou walkeft through
the Waters I will be with thee, &c. lla. 43. 2: and, I
will mever kave thee wor forfake thee, Heb, 13, 5. ;
. ‘ n
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“In fine, the Believer finds in the new Coveiant, Pre-
wifes for every particular Cafe : and what is (hill more,
he has Faith to take hold upon thele Promiles: He
beholds by the Eye of Faith the Ve-acity of God hound
for the Fulfilment of every pirticular Promifz of the
new Covenant ;3 which 1s therefore more firm 1n his
Eftcem than a Mountain of Brafs : Ile knows that this
Word of God is a iricd Word, Plal. 18. 3o ; and that
none has ever found him worle than his Word : So
that he moft chearfuily and bearuly commits all his
temporal Affairs to God in Chritt.  And whatever be-
fals him in his temporal Concerns, let it be worldly
Honour or Difgrace, Sicknefs or Health, Riches or Po-
verty, many Sorrows or much worldly Eafe and Tran-
quility ; he 15 enabled by Grace to make it welcome :
for this tells him, it is beft for him; and he cries out,
Tbe Lines are fallen to me in pleafant Places, and I have
a goodly Herunage.  1f God would leave Things at his
Option, and fay, Choofe this or that; he would make
no Choice, but weuld leave it with a wife and fove-
reign God that he fhould choofe for him,

But then I would obferve farcher, that as the Believer
commits all his perfonal Concerns, whether fpiritual or
temporal into the Hand of Chrift ; fo he commuts all
his relative Concerns into the fame Hand., ldere a
very large Fieid would open itfelf, fhould I pretend to
take Notice of all the leveral Stations and Relations
among Mankind, I fhall thereiore mention only ¢ few
of the moft important.

As for Inftance, Does the Perfon ftand in the Sta-
tion of a Magiftrate, whether of a King as Supream,
or in any of thofe fubordinate Places of Truft in the
Commonwealth, whether legiflative or executive, whe-
ther higher or lower; he will be careful to commit

himiclf and this his Office to a covenanted God in
Chnft :
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Chrift :--- Begging of Flim &y whom Kings reign and
Princzs decree Jufice, him who is the Giver of every
good and perfect Gifey that he would gracioufly beftow
upon him fuch a Mealure of Wifdom, Integrity, Cou-
rage, Z:al, Patience, publick Spirit, and every other
needed Qualification, as may enable him to ferve his
Generation, and in fome good Meafure to anfwer the
End of his Vocation 3 that he may conduct himfelf as
ihe Minifter of God fur Gocd, and may be a great Blel-
fing 1o the People amnng whom he officiates.

Or does he fultain the Station of a military Officer, he
will Le careful to commit him{If and his Oifice to the
fume Keepery locking to the Ged of the rmies of
Ifrael, for the needed Qualilications : Is he called forth
to Action againft the Enemics of the Commonwesith ?
he defires to go forth againft them in the Strength of
the Lord Ged; he would fisht under the Banner of zhe
Licn ef the Tribe of Fudab, who well deferves the Name
of a King mighty in Battle : As he doth not chink it
bencath a Soldier to commit himf{eif to Ged by Prayer,
begging tuat his [ead may be covered in the Day of
Battle, and that his Fndeavours may be crowned with
Viftory and Succels; £ he is f{olicitous to have the
Prayeis of God’s People engaged for him: He believes
firmiy, that tho’ the Forfe be preparcd for the Battle,
yes Safety is from the Lerd 5 that therefoie if God’s Peo-
ple are enabled to pray fervently, he is the more likely
to. have Succefs ; that if Mgfes held vp his Hand Ifrael
{hall prevail.

Or does he fuilain the facred Office of a Minifler of
she Gojpel, bas he tbe glorions Gofpel of the dear Re-
decmer committed to bis Truff, as 1 Tim. 6. 20. which
is indeed one of the weightieft Trufts thac a poor Mor-
tal can be charged with 3 how careful will lie be to

conunit lnmfclf and his Vocation to a covenanted God:
confidently
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eonfidently believing, that be wbo bas accounted him
flaithful and put bim into the Minifliry, wiil give him a
Sufficiency of Strength and Grace for the right Dif-
charge of the great important and difficult Duties per-
- taining to that Office ; that he who fends nome on a
Warfare at bis own Charges, and who has exprefly faid,
My Grace is fufficient for thee, will enable hin to feed
tbe Flock of Ged with the wholfome Food of fourd
Doétrine ; to diret them by the Footfteps of the Flock
in the Paths of Truth and Holinefs 5 wa:ching for Souls
as one who expells to give an Account , being inflast in
Seafon and out of Scafon, and travailing in Birih ’till
Chrift be formied in them ; teaching both publickly and
from Houfe to Houfe Repentance towards Goa and Faith
towards tbe Lord Yefus Cbriff. In a Word, that he
will enable him to do or fuffer whatever he 1s called to
in the faithful Difcharge of the Miniftry committed to
him.

Or does he ftand in the Relation of the Head of a
Family ; he is careful to commit himfelf and Family
to a covenanted God in Chrift, He feels the Weight
of the Souls committed to his Care by the great Father
of the Family of Heaven and Earth., Has the Lord
blefled him with a Number of dear Children ; how
affeCtionately, how frequently does he commit them to
God? He does fo, not only at the Time of their fo.
Jemn Dedication to God in Baptifm ; but gemerally when
ever be approaches the Throne of Grace in Prayer, he de-
fires nothing more than to Jend them to theLord for ever,
as Hannab did Samuel ; and he is earneft that God would
gracioufly accept of the Dedication ; that he would
vouchfafe to be bis God and the God of bis Seed 5 that
the Oyl of Grace which has been poured upon his
Head, may defcend to the Skirts of his Garments 3

that the Saivation which is come to bim, may come te
bis
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bis whole Houfbold ; that they mighs be all the Objefis
of fpecial Grace and redeeming Love. How affe&io-
nately does he addrefs the Throne of Grace in the Spiri¢
of Abrabam, that pious, tender Father, for his Son i/~
wael, Gen.17.18. O 1531 Ifomacel ssight live before thee §
How careful is he to have them early indorinated in
the wholfome Principlesof the Chriftian Faith ? Whag
Pains does he take to have their tender Minds deeply
imprefs’d with aferious affeCtingSenfe of their loftEftate
by Nature, and the abfolute Need of a Saviour 7 Angd
though he fees no prefent defireable Effeét of his pious
Endeavours of this Kind ; yet he don’t defpair,but con-
tinues in a patient,induftrious Ufe of Means,hoping that
the Lorp will in his own good Time blefs his Endea-
vours by fealing their Inftrution. Does he fee in them
any hopeful Buddings, tho’ but the fmalleft Sign of e
good Tbing toward the Lorp ; how tenderly does he
cherifh the good Beginnings, what Care does he take
that the fmoakingFlax be not quenched,nor the bruifed
Reed broken 7 Are they as yet in their green Youtb,
but raw and uncxperienced in the World; how faith-
fully and yet tenderly will he caution them of theirDan-
ger ? How earneft that they may have thatdivineCon-
du& whereby they may be kept from the Path of ¢the
Deftroyer ; that they may have Grace to fly youthful
Lufts,and to fhun thofeVanities & Follies to which their
Age does more immediately expofe them 2  Are they
or any of them fituated at a Diftance from him, fo that
be has not the Advantage of keeping them under his
Eye, efpecially if they are in fuch Places & Stations as.
tenders them more liable to Temptation ? how often
will he be committing them tothe greatKeeper of Ifracl,
who can preferve them from every Snare ?  How durs
e, after the Example of holy job, make it his daily

- (& Piagdhice
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Pradtice to offer up Sacrifice for them,least Pevadventure

sbey may bave finned and curfed God in their Hearts.
But farther, the Perfon ftands in the Relation of a
Member to tbe vifible Cburch, and he is careful to com-
mit the whole Body of which he is a Member to a
Covenanted God in Chnft. As a Man is apt to have
a particular Regard for his native Country, the Believer
h2s for cheChurch. And ini'=ed no wonder 5 all bis Well
Springs are in ber : Here it was that the new Man firft
drew Breath, Pfal. 87. 5,-- 9. This and that Man was
born in ber. Here the Believer has often gathered and
eaten the beavenly Manna : Here he has been made the
happy Recipient of thofe nourifhing Showers of divine
Influence which have made bis Soul like a watered Gar-
deén to grow and increafe wwith all the Increafe of God :
It was in thefe Mountains of Myrrb and Hills of Fran-
kincenfe, that he has met witha Saviour, and had many
a fweet Intercourfe with the Father & hisSon FefusChrift.
On thefe and fuch Accounts he has ahigh Value for the
Church : as indeed it is moft reafonable he thould. As
he regards Chrift as bis Father, both with Refpect to
Generation & Education ; fo he refpe&ts the Church as
bis Mother, in each of thefe Refpets. And O with
what warm Emotions of filial Duty and Gratitude does
he frequently commit her to acovenantedGod inChrift ?
Tby Kingdom come, is a Petition which he appears to
underftand well, and to make frequent ufe of. Efpeci-
ally, is the Church in any remarkable Danger ; how
affectionately will he be committing her in this Cafe to
the greatKeeper of Ifrael? HerDanger nearly affeés him ¢
He s like a Man who himfelf is and who has all his
valuable Effeéts on board of that Ship which is tofs’d
on the tempeftuousWaves of a dreadfulStorm,and every
Moment in danger of being foundered, - or elfe dafh’d:
to Picces on fome latent Reock : In this Cafe his Heart
trembles
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trembles for the Ark of God : hisAll is embarqu’d in this
Bottom ; fo that for Ziow’s Sake be cannot bold bisPeace,
He commits the Cburch in thefe Circumtances to him
who with his omnipotent Word can change the Storm
to a Calm, and who has faid, that theGares of Hell foall
mot prevail againft ber. He feels fuch a Temper of
Mind, as difpofes him to that Exercife enjoined, Joel 2.
37. viz. Weeping between the Porch and tbe dliar, and
Jaying, Spare tby Peaple, O Lord, give not thine Inbers-
tance to Reproach. Or is the Church afually in fome
fore Difirsfs ; is it the Day of Facel’s Trouble, a Day
of Rebuke and Blafphemy ? In this Cafe he is grieved
at Heart for the Affiictions of Fofepb. Yea the Sadnefs
of his Heart (with good Nebew. 2. 2.) will be apt to
fhew it felf in his Countenance : He bangs bis Harp on
the Willgws while be remembers Zion in Diltrefs.  He
commits the Church in this Cafe to God : Crys, Heip
Lord ! by whom fball Facob arife 2 for be is fmall !
Perhaps he tells the Lord,that he has faid,La [ am with
you always to the End of the Worid, InaWord,he will
endeavour to wreflle withGod,and to give him noReft,
"till he return and fmile upon his Inheritance,and make
Zion a Praife ip the Eartk,.

Once more, the Believer ftands related to theCommen-
wealtb as aMember, and he is careful to commit ig like-
wife to the fame graciousKeeper. ThePerfon knowsthat
he is like to be very nearly affected,either with theProf-
perity or Adverfity that befalls the Common Wealth ;
fecing that which affects theBody politick,muft ofCon-
fequence affect Individuals, cf which the faid Body is
conftituted. When therefore the State is threatned
with fome impending national Judgment, or actually
groaning under fome fore Calamity ; as for Inftance,
War,Faminc, Peftilence, or any other fweeping Distemper
I this Cale the Perfon is deeply concerned under the

-t v el o JRR. 2B
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Hand of God ; He is very apt to have fuch & Senfatiore
gs that of the Plalmift, Pfal. 119.120. MyHeart trem-
bleth before thee, and I am afrasd of tby righteous Fudg-
ments.  He knows from his Experience, how it was
with the Prophet, Hab, 3. 16. My Belly trembled, my
Lips quivered at theVoice, Rostennefs entred imso myBones !
Or the Prophet Ifai. 21, 3,4. where he fays, My Loins
are filled with Pain, Pangs bave taken bold upon me, as
the Pangs of a Woman that travasleth £&5¢c. And in this
Cafe he is careful to commit the diftreffed common
Wealth to him, who upholds all Things by the Word
of his Power, by whom Kings reign, and Princes de-
¢ree Juftice : pleading that the black impendingCloud
may blow over, and that the Storm may be changed
into fair Weather, which otherwife is like to lay the
whole common Wealth, and of Courfe the Church,
under Water ; --- that he who would bave fpared the
Ciites of the Plain of Sodom, wicked as they were, bad
there been but ten righteous Perfons in them, would not
prake a full End, but in Wrath would remember Mercy 3+
and that in the mean Time, while the Storm continues,
he would take Care of his own litle Flock of redeemed
Ones ; that they may be bid in the Day of bis Anger 3
that as he fnatched Lot out of Sodom, he would graci-
o-{ly pluck them as Brands out of theBurning. And the
Perlon is made to entertain a comfortable Hope that it
fhall be fo, when he corfiders that the Lord isJehovah
that changes mot ; that his Power is as great as ever, bis
Fland is not fbortned that be cannot fave, 1{ai. 59. 1. his
Wifde ny as perfect as ever, that he as well knows bow ta
deliver the godly fromTemptation,as in any formerPeriod 4
that his Compaflion is as tender as ever : From thefe
Conficerations he entertains a cornfortable Hope that o
tbe Upright Light [ball arife, tho’ for the prefent ke be
i the Darknels ;  that he wilk bind his Children ip his

Skists
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Skirts ; =« that they thall dewell in the fecret Place of the
moft High 5 fo that the overflowing Scourge fhall not
touch them, or if it touch yet it fhall not hurt them,
or if it hure at prefent, yet that Hurt fhall terminate in
their final Happinefs.

And thus I have, as I propofed, endeavoured to thew
that theBeliever commit his All toChrift ; all hisAffairs,
perfonal and relative, fpiritual and temporal. Now
this is certainly a very great Truth : He had need tobe
well affured of the Qualifications of the Perfon to whom
he commits fuch a Truft :  VWhich leads to the

II. General Head, viz. To enquire what Affurance
the Perfon has, that tbe Truft he has thus depofited fhall
be kept fafe, and that he fhall have a good Account of
it in the End ; or egamf that Day, as it is exprefled in
myText, viz. that happy Day when he has compleatly
finithed the Time of his Probation, is got beyond the
Reach of all Danger, and has actually entred upon the
Joy of his Lord.--- To this I anfwer, in the General,
that the Believer has all the Affurance upon this Head
tha: he can reafonably defire : thePerfon in whofeHand
he fas lodged the precious Treafure being every Way
qualified to keep fafe the moft important Truft. I
would fhew how excellently he is qualified to this End
in a few Particulars :  And

(1) I would obferve that he is Omnipotent. The
Confideration of this Perfection yiclds great Encourage-
ment to the Believer to commit his All into the Hand
of Chrift.---If we acted with fufficientCaution we would
not commit a precious Treafure into theHand of a weak
Perfon ; efpecially if he is fituated among rapacious.
Enemies, who we knew were watching anOpportunity
to feize the faid Treafure 3 tho” we had never fo good
4n Opinion of the Perfon’s Integyity and Fidelity ; b?

caufe
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caufe altho’ we know that the Perfon would not willingly
betray his Truft, yet we know not how foon he may be
rifled or plundered.-- But there is no fuchObjetion lies
againft our committing ourAll to Chrift : For he is ghe
mighty GOD, Ifai.g.6. TheAuttribute of Omnipotence,
gs well as every other divine Perfe&ion,belongs to him :
I this Refpect he thinks it mo Robbery 1o be equal with
God. 'The Souls committed to his Care are all keps by
the Power of God, 1 Pet. 1. 5. The united Power of
Men & Devils cannot pluck a redeemed Soul out of his
Hand. Jc/)h. 10.28. I give unto them eternal Life, nein
ther fball any pluck them out of my Hand. He mocks
and derides the feeble Attempts of Men &Devils ; Pfal,
2. 4. He that fitting in the Heavens fball laugh (5¢. He
can fay of the whole Body of the Elet that precious
given Namber, as Joh. 1. 12. Thofe that thou gavefp
tne I bave kept, and none of them is lof. How fafe is
that Perfon and all his Concerns, who hasOmnipotence
for his Guard ? His Place is the Munition of Rocks ;
His Foundation is like Mount Zion, which at noTime can
be removed, but abideid for ever. He dwells in the fecres
Place of the molk High, and abides in tbe Shadow of ibe
Almighty ¢ So that though a Thoufand fall at bis Side
and ten Thoufand at bis right Hand, it fhall not come nigh
to bim. No wonder that Believers in the Exercife of
Faith fhew fuch intrepid Spirits in the midft of the
greate{t Dangers : *Tis not ftrange that the Pfalmiit
could exprefs himfelf in that undaunted Manner, Pfal.
a3. 4. Tho' 1 walk through the Valley of the Shadow of
Death I will fear no Evil 3 feeing he had Ground to
add what follows in the next Claufe, For thou art with
nee.
(2.) He is infinitely Wife. We would not commit
a precicus Treafure into the Hands of a Simpleton,
whzicver Opinion we may entertain of his Llonelty ;
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Becaufe fuch an one may be eafily circumvented and.
c¢heated. But neither can there be any Objection here
againft our committing our All to Chrift. He is wife in:
Heart as well as mighty in Strength : yea he is infinitely
wife : All the Treafures of Wifdom andKnowledge are bid
in bim, Col. 2. 3. HeisWifdom in the Abftract, Wif-
dom itfelf : He alone could fay as inProv. 8.14.Counfe!
is mine and foundVVifdom, I amUnderfianaing.  As there-
fore none can cope with hisPower, fo none can circum-
vent him byFraud : None can cheat or out-wit him.-=’
Here is certainly great Encouragement to the Believer
to commit hisAll into his Hand. O Believer, are you
fenfible of your own Folly, that your Enemies are too
fubtil for you, that you are eafily impos’d upon by falfe
Appearances,-- that you are too apt to be led aftray by
fuch as lie in wait to deceive from theFootfteps of the
Flock ; then commit your felf and your Concerns to
this wife Lord : he’ll guide you by bisConnfel ; ke’ keep
you from the Path of the Deftoyer ; he wili lead you
fafe through all the intricate Windings of this mazey

efart, *till he orings youfafe to the Land of Light and
Glory.

(3.) He is Omsnifcient. A Perfon may have great
Power& Wifdom,and yet bein danger of Surprize frcm
a guileful cunningEnemy. No humane,no finiteUnder-
ftanding can forefee every T hing of thisNature that may
happen : So that to fiich an cne there is ftill Danger,
at leaft a pofiibility of being taken at unawares : Scme
Contingency may emerge, which while it was future
could not ba forefeen by the moft fore-fighty finiteUn-
derftanding. But here can be no Objeétion againft our
committing our All toChrift, For let it be confidered,
that as he smniprefent fo he is omnifcient : he knowsall
Things, Jer. 23.24. Can any bide bimfelf in fecretPlace
and I not fee bim, [aitk the Lord : Do not I fill Heave:

an
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and Earib € faith the Lord. His Eye is like a Flame
of Fire, that penetrates into every latent Corner. It
cannot but be fo : He that created the Ear, muft hear ;.
Ide that formed the Eye, muft fee: He that teaches
ManKnowledge,himfelf behoofs to know,Pfal.g4.9,10.
All the deep Plots of his Enemies are perfectly tranfpa-
rent to him: He is prefent at their moft clofe and hid-
den Confultations : Knows what they do and fpeak in

their Bed Chambers ; yea knows thesr Tho’ts afar off.

He perfeétly fees through their whole Scheme, tho’ laid
with never fo much diabolical Cunning: and when they
go upon theExecution of it, in order to which they ma-

nage with all poffib'=Secrefy&Craft,likeMoles working

under Ground, fondly dreaming of Succefs ; he meets

them with a Countermine ere they have got half Way,

blowing up all their hellith Machinatiens, and turning
their Counfels into Foolifhnefs. Many fuch Inftances

we have uponFile inHiftory facred &profane, Beloved,

tho’ we know not what ourEnemies {piritual or tempo-
ral may be harching againft us; yet he to whom we

have commited our all knows. Here is great Encou-

ragement,

- (4.) 1 might add (but that it is included in the laft

Particular) as he isomnifcient, {o he is vigilant. How

fagacicus & forefighty foever a Perfon may be ; yet if
we know him to be au fome Times feized with Fits of
Indolency or Carelefnefs, it would be dangerous to de-
pofite a precious T'reafure into his Hand. * But here ~an:
be no Danger in comimitting ourAll to Chrift : F¢ he

has the moft tender, conftant, vigilant Eye over his.
Charge. His Vineyard among other Accommodations,
has a Tower, viz. a Watch Tower, in the midft of it,//ad,

5. 1,2. leaft any hurt the moft tender Plant in it: Ile

keeps it Night & Day, lfai. 27. 3. His Eyes are ever

upon 1t : His Enemies come when they will,can nevelf

" catc
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catch him afleep. Plal. y21. 4. Bekold, be that keepetd
Ifrael fball neither flumber nor fleep  His Kyes ruw 1o
and fro thro’ the whole Earth, to foewy bimfelf Prong on
theBebalf of thefe whofe Hearts are perfeld towards bim,
2 Chron.16.9. He knows his little Flock all byName 4
and has as tender aCare of each Individual,as if he had
but one to take Carec of. Here is likewile great Ens
couragement,

(5.) He is faitbful and srue. Let a Perfori have
never fo great Abilities ; yet had we jult Caufe to fufz
pect his Fidelity, we fhould be afraid to truft hirh with
a precious T'reafure. But in this Refpect aBelievet Ha8
not the leaft Ground to fear when he commits his All
to Chrift, He is the faithful &5 trueWisnefs,theGod that
camnot lie.  As it is imply impoffible that he thould
be deceived, fo it is equally impoffible that he fhould
impofe upon others. Now this his Faithfulnefs or Ve«
racity is plighted to his People in the mew Covenént.
His Word is gone forth ; nay he has not only given
his Word, but his Oatb ; Plal.8%.35.0nce bave 1 fworn
by my Holinefs---And todbrabam, becaufe be could fware
by no greater, be fware by bimfelf, Heb.6.13. If any
enquire what it {s that he has promifed, nay fiors, and
to which his Truth is bound for the Performance ? [
anfwer more gemraliy,that he’l guide them by hisCoune
fel ; that he’l keep what they commit to hiri ; that he
will take Care of ithem and all their Concerns, Here
a large Field would open to expatiate upon ; but that
it would be too great aDeviation from the mainSubjet.
Let it fuffice to fay, that there is no Cafe a Believer
can poflibly be in, but there is fome Promife of the mow
Covenant adapted to it.  To inftance in a few Particu-
lars : Are they undertaking any great Affair, and foli-
citous about the Event ; He has faid, Commis tby Way
o the Lord, truft in bim,and be will bring it to pajs,Plal.

D 37
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37.5. Are they under great Fear from the Profpeét of
fome impending Evil, whether National, Domeftick,or
Perfonal ; he fays, Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not
difmayed, for I am tby God, lai. 41. 10, Fear wot thoa
Worm Facob, ver. 1a. Are they under great fpiritual
Darknefs, their Evidences being gone out of Sight ; he
fays,Who is this that feareththeLord,that obeyeth 1heVoice
of bis Servant,that walketh inDarknefs & bath noLight
let bim 1ruft in1heName of theLord,and fay upon bisGed.
Have they a dark Scene before them, nothing but a
Sea of Trouble to go thro’, which plainly appears ine-
vitable ; he fays, When thou wwalkef through the Waters
I will be with thee, and tbe Rivers they [ball not overflow
thee, Ifai.4 3 2.  Are they altually in the midft of Trou-
ble ; he fays, I will be with bim in Trouble,Plal.g1.1 5.
Are they under any forrowful Bereavement ; as for In-
ftance, are they the Widow and Fatherlefs ; he is zbe
Widow’s Fudge, her Hufband, and & Father to theFather-
lefs ; he fays, Leave thy fatberlefs Cbildren, land I will
preferve them alive, and lct thy Widows truft inme. Are
they Srrangers in a ftrange Land ; he is the Strangers
Shield, Pfal. 146.9. Are they fcoffed at, and ill treated
for their fteady Adherence to hisCaufe ; he fays, B/. fed
are ye, when Men fball revile you, and perfecute you, and
Jay all manner of Evil againft you falfely for my fake,Mat,
5. 11. Have they been guilty of any Sin againft re-
deemingLove, are cut to theHeart with a painful Senfe
of ir, would gladly return,but know not how to hold up
their Face in the Prefence of that God whom they have
offended ; he fays, Turn O backflidingChildren, for Iam
maryied unto you, Jer. 3. 14. Return ye backfliding Chil-
dren, and I will beal your Backflidings,ver.22. Arethey
at a Lofs with what Words to addreis an offendedGod
upon their return ; rather than this fhould be any ftop,
he will put the Words in their Mouth, Hof,14.2, Take
with youlVords & returnuntd theLord ¢, But



The true Believer's Al fecursd™ 27

~ But I ftop, becaufe it would be next to endlefs to go
through all Particulars of this Nature. Let it fuffice
then to fay, that there is fome particularPromife adapted
to every Cafe a Believer may be in at any Time, Be-
loved, thefe do well deferve theName of exceeding great
and precious Promifes, as 2 Pet.1. 4. And however the
Infidel may fcoff at the Believer for his firm & confident
Trufl in the Promifes ; yet this Truft is well grounded,
the Peracity of God is engaged for theFulfilment of each
of them. Methinks here is great Encouragement to put
our All into the Hand of Chrift.

(6) God has intrufted Chrift with greater Affairs than
any we have to commit to him. Here 1s great Encou-
ragement ; becaufe we are fure that infinite Wifdom
would not make an injudicious Choice, by committing
a precious Treafure to an unqualified Perfon. If it be
enquired what are thefe grand Concerns which are com-
mitted to this gloricus Perfon by God. [ anfwer;
Creation, Providence, Redemption, and Fudgment, are all
committed to him. (1) Creation. 1t was by bim that
be wade the Worlds, Heb. 1. 1. It was he who by his
almighty Fiat fpake the created Univerfe into Being :

He fpake and it was done ; be commanded and it food fasT.

See Joh. 1. 3. All Things were made by bim ; (& witbout
bim was not any Thing made that was made. (3)Provi-
dence.  He fits Supream in the providentialKingdom ;
and with his omnipotentHand upholds theWorld which
he hath made. Heb. 1. 3. He upboldeth all Things by
the Word of bis Power. Col. 5. 17. By bim all Things
confif. 'This is he who not only upholds but governs
the World ; and to that End is velted with fupreani
Dominion. Hence he fays, Al Power is given unto me
in Heaven and in Earth, Mat. 28. 18. God bas put al}
Tbings under bisFeet 5 and given bim to be Head over all
Tbings, Eph.1.33. And hence we have him reprefented
‘ 1Ledé, D2 IaYe with

.
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with the Government upew bis Shoulders, Ifai. g. 6.
(3) Redemption. When the Sin of the firft Adam had
brought Deftruction upon this lower World,which hav-
ing been made for him,would its probable have perifh'd
with him, fo that all Things were tending to a {peedy
Diffolution ; this mighty Ruin was laid on him, that he
fhould feafonably ftep in and bear up thePillars thereof.
He was intrufted with the Redemption of an elett
World ; a Work which no Angel in Heaven, nor all
together were qualified for 3 that,he fhould not only
bring it about, but in fuch a2 Manner as that ro one of
the divine Perfeétions might fuffer,but that each having
received its due, all might {fweetly harmonize : Mercy
and Truth meeting together ; Righteoufnefs andPeace
kiffing each other, Pfal. 85. 10. (4) Fudging of the
World ; this likewife is committed to him. It is he
who fhall fit an incarnateGod on the fupreamTribunal,
and hold an augult Court, from whence there will be
no Appeal ; where he will hear the Cafes, examine the
Wi_meg’es:; and give forth the Sentence ; which will
eternally decide the Fate of Angels and Men. See A¢t.
17. 31. Becaufe be bath appointed .. Day in the which be
will jua’ﬁe 1belWorla inRighteoufne(s by that Mas whom be
bath ordained. Of this the Prophet (Dan.7.9,10.) had
a very majeltick & fplendidReprefentation. And hence
yoo read, Job. 5. 22. that tbeFather judgeth noNan but
bath committed all Judgment to the Sow. Now are thefe
grand Affairs all committed to him ; is thisDepofitum
made by one who is infinitely wife ? then certainly we
may with all Safety commit ourSculs to him,and intruft
him with all our Affairs fpiritual and temporal.

JIMPROVEMENT.
Inference firh, From this Subjet we may learn why
Believers commit their All co Chrift.  As for theMat-
teg of Fact, i. ¢, that Beligvers do commit their All to
Chrift,
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Chrift, or truft him with all their Concerns : This is
evident from the Practice of the Apoftle in my Text,
and from innumerablePrecepts in holyScripture ; where
they,viz.Believers are commanded todo fo ; which thro’
Grace they are enabled to comply with ; as I have ea-
deavoured to fhew at large in theProfecution of the firft
general Head. And as Believers, {o they only are the
Perfons who commit their All to Chrift. For indeed
the Unbeliever, let him pretend to what he will, cannot
be brought to truft Chrift for any Thing. He will in-
deed pretend to truft, when there is no Trial : but when
Creature-Enjoyments fail, or Dangers threaten ; he can-
not be perfwided te truft in God : He thinks this is a
hard dark Saying : --- It is but cold Comfor: to tell an
Unbeliever of the Truth & Faithfulnefs of God inthe
everlafting Covenant : and how excellently Chrift is in
every Refpeét qualified to keep fafe the moft important
Truft ; after all, [he will not be perfwaded to commit
his Concerns to this faithful Keeper.

And if we enquire the Reafon why the one fo cheer-
fully and confidently puts hisAll into theHand of Chrift,
which the other will by no Means be perfwaded to do;
we fhall find it is, becaufe the one is acquainted with
him, which the other is not. The Unbeliever has no
Acquaintance with Chrift : he is an utter Stranger to
the only true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he has fent.
What was faid of E/i’s Sons, is applicable to theUnbe-
liever; he is a Son of Belial,he knows not theLerd. He
hears indeed a great many fine T hings fpoken of Chrift;
as that he is omnipotent, infinitely wife, omnifcient, vi-
Eilant : In a Word, that he is every Way qualified to

eep the moft importantTruft ; but thefeThings are to
‘him only Hear-fay : he has noExperience of them,nor
Acquaintance with thePerfon of whom they are fpoken,
But this is pot the Cale with the Believer, He has hggl
ig

-
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his Mind fupernaturally enlightened in theKnowlege of
the dear Redeemer : He has not only heard of him,but
he has feen him by the Eye of Faith : He cannot dif-
credit his slmighty Power ; for lie has already had ex-
gcrience of it in changing his Heart. In a Word, he

as afatisfying perfonalKnowlege of hisbeing every Way
qualified to keep the moft important Truft committed
to him : Thefe Things are not meer Hear-fay to him;
but he fpeaks the Thing he knows ; and can fay as the
reft of the Samaritans to theWoman, Joh. 4. 42. Now
wo believemot becassfe of thyWord, for we bave beard bim
our felvzs, and know that this is indeed the Christ, tbe
Saviour of the World. And when once a Perfon comes
to have fuc!s a Knowlege of Chrift as this is,he finds no
Difficuity in trufting him with his All : had he ten
thoufandSouls,he would make no {cruple of committing
them all into the Hand of this Keeper. It was becaufe
the Apoftle knsw whbom he had believed, that he com-
miszed his All to him ; and that he was perfwaded of
his Ability to keep that which he had committed to him.
See Pfal. 9. 10, They that know thy Name will put their
Truft in thee. O Profeflor, do you find that you cannot
trultChrift with yourAll, fee whether the Reafon hereof
be becaufe you have no Acquaintance with him,no per-
fonal Knowlege of him. (et your Minds enlightned
in the Knowlege of Chrift by aWorl of fpecialGrace ;
and then you'l find it no Difficulty to commit your All
into his Hand.

Infer. 2. This may ferve as Ground of Reproof to |
thofe who have committed their Souls toChrift,and yet
are apt to be difquieted and immoderately concerned
about Things of leffer Moment. One would think
that the Conduét of real Chiiftians would be fuch, that
there would be no Reafon to complain of them in this

Regard ; and thercfore noRoom for thisRepreof, An{d
0
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fo it would, no doubt,were it not for their Infirmity and
the prevalency of Unbelief.  But alas,too much prati-
cal Atheifm, too ftrongRemains of Infidelity,are even in
the Hearts of good People : Hence if the lively vigoe
rous A@ings of Faith be fufpended for a confiderable
Time ; God’s Children themfelves are apt to be much
teaz’d with anxious perplexing Cares about various
Things : efpecia)ly if outward Difficulties fet in hard
upon them at the fame time,

ButBelievers ought to beware of this Sort of Condué 3
they thould watch & ftrive & pray againft it. Believers,
in order o cure them of this Infirmity, would do
well to onfider that hereby they dithonour God,
and Yring P.eproach upon Religion. When the unbe-
lieving World fees them vexed about Trifles, as aptto
fink & defpond in theTime of Danger orCalamity,and
as anxiovs about the Event of Things as any ; will they
not be apt to think that their Religion is only 2n empty
Name,and that all the fineThings they fay of theirSab-
miffion to divine Sovereignty, and their having com-
mitted their All into theHand of Chrift,are only a vain
Boaft : fo that hereby Religion is difhonoured, and the
Irreligious are hardencd in their finful Ways.

Moreover,Believers fhould confider the Inconfiftency
of their Condu&. O Believer! you fay you have fuch
a full Perfwafion of Chrift’s being weil qualified 0 keep
the Truft which is put into hisHand fafe ; that you have
committed your Soul to him, trufted him. with your
eternal Concerns @ 'Well then, why will you not truft
him with your leffer Cuncerns alfo ? You cannot think
that thefe are too minute,too {mall for hisNaotice; fince
he has told you that the very Hairs of your Head are
ail uiumbred. You have it may be a numcrou: growing
Family, and know not how to fupport them, having
little or nothing wherewith to do it ; or perhaps you

" h | have
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have a great Part of your worldly Eftate at Sea, in the
Danger of Shipwreck, or falling into the Hand of the
Enemy ; or poffibly you have a Hufband, a Brother, a
Son, or fome other near and dear Relative, in theWar,
or fome Place at a diftance from you, where he is ex-
pofed to imminentDanger ; or fomething elfe it may be
troubles you, fo that you can haveno Reft. Is this the
Cafe ? why need you perplex your felves about the E-
vent ? Can’t you leave thefe Trifles, Zrifles I fay com-
paratively fpeaking, where you have left your Souls ?
Can’t you truft him with a few odd Shillings & Pence,
whom you have trufted with your whole real Eftate ?
Have you not fufficient Greund to conclude that his fa-
therly Wifdom and Goodnefs are exercifed ahout your
fecular Concerns, even the fmalleft of them, as well as
about your fpiritual ? Has he not bid you caft your
Burden (of whatfoever Nature) upon tbe Lord &5 be will
Jupain it, Plal. 55.22. and cas? all your Care on bim, for

be careth for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. |
Infer. 3. Hence we may fee the fafe and excellent
State of Believers. They have by Faith committed
their All to Chrift ; and therefore whatfoever is efential
to their Flappinefs is out of theReach of Men &Devils.
So that the true Believer is prepared in the main for all
the Events that may happen.  And when he is in the
due exercife of divine Grace, and by Faith fees his Soul
in theHand of Chrift ; he enjoys a peaceful Calm in the
midft of the moft terrible external Storms : he {fweetly
experiences fuch Texts, as Pfal. 119. 165. Great Peace
bave 1hey that love thy Law. Or lfai. 26. 3. Thou wilt
keep bim in perfes? Peace whofe Mind is flayed on ibee,be-
caufe be truffeth in Thee. Does War,orFamine,orPefti-
lence, or any other deftrutive Evil, threaten the Place
where he lives ; yet ftill he is fafe. I it beft for him to
be preferved from theCalamities of #7ar ; then he (hgll
hdotni bbbl A .
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be preferved ; fo that altbe’ a Thoufand fall at bis Side,
and tew Thoufand at bis rightHand, it fball not come wigh
20 bim, Pfal. 91. 7. Or tho’ he fhould be a Sufferer, yiee
this Suffering fhall eventually terminate in hisGood. In
the Day of Famine he thall te Jatisfied, Plal.37.19. If
it is beft for him he fhall have Bread for his bodily
Support,or if he be a Sufferer in this Refpect,yet he has
that which makes up the want of it, viz. Bresd 10 eat
that theWorld kmows net of : So that he can fay as Hab,
3. 17. Altbo’ the Figtree fball not bloffom, meither fball
Fruit be in the Vines, tbe Labour of the Olive fball fail,
and the Fidld fball yield no Meat, theFlock fball be eut off
from she Fold, and there be no Herd in the Stalls ; yer I
will rejoyce in she Lord, I wiil joy im the God of my Sal-
vation. In aWord, fhould any of the Calamities come
.with which a finful World has been oft vifited from the
Hand of an holy God, or thould afl come at the fame
time, fo that it is a moft difmalDay ; yet ftill heis fafe :
the.Lord will take Care to cover his Head ; he fhall be
hid in the Day of God’s Anger ; he has Chambers te
fly to, I/zi, 26, 20. " He has accels to a fromg Tower,
whesber the Righisous run and are fafe, Prov.18.10." Nay
thould he live at the Time of the gemeral Conflagration,
fee the Tops of the Mountains begin to fmoak & anon
-to flame out, ‘the ‘Hedvens paffing away with a great
.Npife, and the Elemerits melting with farventHeat ; he
‘bas no Reafon to be difi.iay’d at the awful Scepe : All
-that 1s effential to his Happinefs is out of the Reach of
thofe Flames ; and he,according to the Promife of him
‘who is Truth itfelf, Jooks for a new Heaven and a mow
Earth wherein dwelleth Righteoufuefs, according to his
‘Promife who cannot lie,2Pet.3.13. O the fafe & happy
State of Believers ! O that all would be perfwaded to
fly to Chnift, and to commét their All into his Hand !I
. 3
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" g. I would proceed to clofe the whole with -fome
\?Vgrcis of Bxbortation. In which I would dddrefs myfelf,
. To Unbelievers. Alas,how déple-4ote 1s yourCon.
dition ! You cannot but be fenfible’ that you haveEter-
nity before you; that you have pretious Souls which
muft quickly take their Flight into theWorld of Spirits,
there to take vp their everlaftingAbode, either in perfect
Hépp{nefs, or extream Mifery : Thefe are great and
weighty T'ruths which dio moft nearly concern you ; and
yet have you not 4 Gonfcience which tefls you that you
have gever acted like Perfons who believe thefeTruths ?
You are opifide Chriftidns, and that 18 all : You have
~mever feen, the Daoger of an unconverted State, 8 what
a fearful Thing it is w0 fall into the Hand of the hving
God: You:have neverhad a right Difcovery ‘of the
Guilginefs of your Ferfons, or theDepravity of your Na-
tures ;. ¥ou have had no favinglllumihation of your dark
Minds in theKnowlege of Chiift Al thix youknow of
his being fo well qualified in"every Refpect to keep &
Truft, is anly byHear-fay ; o that you could hever yé
bg_;@c;{lviradc _to.commit your SOuls inge his Hand, “to
truft Lim, with all your. Concerns. " Hive you' not-a
Bolom-Witnels thag joins with ‘e il ffyitig that this is
your Cale, as 1 have reprefentédit, “And that you dte
tzking litcle or no Pains to have 1t othérwife : Sothat

your Allis in the moft wretched Untertainty,and liab
cveryMoment to be utterly loft withoutRemedy. Afas'!
what a {ad Infatuation are you under ! THow foolifh s
your. Conduét | Xea how inconfiflent dre you whh"yd‘dr
selves ! Vou would ont act in yeud worldly Affairs as
you do in you: "pisitnal.  If your temporalEffate b= in
Danger, you will not refl "till youhave it fecured in the
kaft Manner thatis praficable 1 If your Title to any
’art is precarious, you'l ufe Diligence to*have it afoer-
raied. L you havea Sum of Money 1o lend,you’l not
pare
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part with it but upon good Security, If you have a
Ship & valuable Cargo putting to Sea,you’l not negleck
to bave them enfured ; efpecially if it be aTime of un-
common Danger: And yet you can fupinely fit ftill in
Soul Affairs, and fatisfy your felves with may é¢’s, meer
Uncercainties ! You fay, you YopeGod will haveMercy
on you at Jaft ; but can give no folid Reafon of your
Hope. Is not this to be wife about Trifles, and in the
mean Time to triflie in the moft important Concern 2
@ Sirs | Confider how little it will profit you, iho’ you
gained the whole World, if you lofe your own Souls.
Look to the Lord 5 that he would enable you to give
thefeThings their due Weight. . -

2. A Word toBelsgvers. You have had fuch aSenfe
of your Indigency, your Guilt, &Mifery,and of the ab-
folute Need of Chrift and his admirable Fitoefs in every

Refpet for one in yourCircumftances ; as that you fiave
committed your All into hisHand : You have intrufted

him with all your jierfomal Concerns fecular and fpiritual,
and likewils with all your refativeConcerns of whatever
Nature, And fome of you have been lately making a
renewed perfonal Dedication of your All to him in the

‘holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. HappySouls!
“you have been enabled to make the wifeft Choice, and

all that is cflential to your Happinefs is out of theReach
of Men & Devils. I would only fay (1) As you have
committed all your Concerns ta Curift, be exhortzd to
leave them there. Don’t be for taking them out of his
Hand again ; as if you repented of what you had dong
in committing them to him, as tho® you could manage
them.better your fclves, Don’t indulge a Tho’c of this
Nature ; which proceeds from unbelievingDiftruft,and
is highly difhonourable to him. (2) Be frequently
committing your All to ‘hirs. Be often ratifying
and renewipg the Dedication in the Ordipances!qf

| Mg
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his Inftitution, both publick & private. (3) Let it he

your careful Endeavour to maintain upon your Spirit a
deep Senfe of your own utter Inability to keep your
felves,or any of your Concerns : This will have a happy
Tcnd«'ncy to excite you to be often committing yeur
Selves & Concerns to the greatKeeper of Ifracl. (4)Since
vou have fo high an Opinion of the Qualifications of
Chrift, asto have committed your All into his Hand ;
fce that you endeavour to be fubmiffive to the Allot-
ments of his Providence, even in thofe Difpenfations of
3t that are inoft dark and gloomy," and hardeft to bear.
Remember, that thofe Difpenfations which are bitter in
their Operation, are often fweet in their Effeéts : That
you are butan 1ll Judge of what is betv for you: That
he from whole Hand the Difpenfation comes, is the fit-
teft Judge ; and that he has faid, Al Things fball work
regether for your Good.  Let thechonﬁdcratxons excite
you to take all in goodPart from hisHand. (5) If you
would defire to leave your felves and all your Concerns
micre entirely in his Hand, labour after a nigher Ac-
qnamtancc with him : As it is they thar know bis Name
that <« put their Truft in bim 5 fo they that know moft
ot him, wx}l be moft apt to "traft him with their All,
Enceavour thro’ Grace to obferve thefe and fuch Di-
yeltions,  Thus, commit your Way to God, truf to bim,
and be wwill bring it to pafs: he will gmde you by bis
Couxfel, and be your Safeguard & Pilot thro’ the whole
of your Wildernefs Journey : and when you are come 4
to the End of it, he will carry you fafe thro’ theValley
ar.d Shadow of Death ; fo that you. fhall be able quietly |
to reiiga your Breath, with, Lather ! Into iby Hands I|
coriimgd wiy Spiris !
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