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HOW READERS CAN HELP US.

~ The Editor of THE CHRISTIAN NATION will
make good use of all clippings, statistics, informa-
tion, or ahort and pointed contributi on any or
all of the following subjects:

1st—Favoring repeal of Chinese Exclusion law,

ad—Favoring the recognition of QGod's law in
civil government.

3rd—Favoring the exclusive use of the Bible
Psalms and the exclusion of instrumental music
in worship.

4th—Favoring Sabbath observance.

d“z::—Oppooinz the theatrs, card playing and

6th—Opposing the use of alcohol beverag
and of tobngco; ig any form. o ane °

7th—Favoring Peace and Arbitration,
+ Will you cut this out and paste it in your memo-
randum book or on the front of your desk or insome
prominent place in your home or office.

\
;
\
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Digest of the News of the Week.

On December 17 Senator Bourne introduced a bill
increasing the salary of the President from $50,000
to $100,000 and of the Vice-President from $i12,-
o to $25,000. - i

* x %

On Tuesday evening, December 15, Longboat, the
Indian runner, defcated Dorando, the Italian who
a few wecks ago outran John Hayes, the American
winner of the Marathon race in London. The race
was exactly the same distance (26 miles 385 yards),
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but Longboat set such a fast pace that the Italian
fell exhausted during the twenty-sixth mile.
* ® %

Dispatches from Caracas, Venezuela, tell of an
outbreak there on Monday against President Castro,
in which a mob burned his statues and pictures and
pillaged his friends' property.

* x o«

Count Boni de Castellane withdrew his demand
for an annual allowance of $60,000 from his former
wife, the Princess de Sagan, in his suit at Paris to
recover the custody of his children.

- x %

A crowd opposed to the government of President
Castro gathered in Caracas and was attacked by
his supporters; one man was killed and several were
wounded; the acting President, Senor Gomez, has
declared the republic in a state of defence.

* % =

The State Department has granted recognition to
General Simon, who was unanimously elected Presi-
dent of Hayti.

®* X %
A dispatch from Constantinople said that the

Turkish Cabinet had decided to reject as inadequate

the Austrian offer of compensation for annexation.
x x X

King Edward, whose health is greatly improved,
will return to London from Brighton.
* * %

Employment for 1,500 Hands.

Amecrican Steel and Wire Company to Start Up
Eight Furnaces at Once

Pittsburg, Dec. 13.—The American Steel and Wire
Company sent out orders to-day that will give em-
ployment to five hundred idle men to-morrow and to
one thousand others within a week or two.

The orders are for the immediate fitting up of two
blast furnaces and six open hearth furnaces at the
company’s plant at Donora, along the Monongahela
River, about thirty miles south of here. These de-
partments, which under the orders are to be ready
to start within ten days, have been idle for a year.

* & %

Big Decrease in Liquor.

Prohibition Movement Cuts Federal Revenues, Says
Report.
Washington, Dec. 13.—Commissioner Capers of the

New Yerk:
1108 Tribune Buliding,

Internal Revenue Bureau in his anrtual report states
that for the last fiscal year there was a decrease in
the receipts of $17.098,072, as compared with the
previous year, and that for the first three months of
the current year there has been a decrease of $7,262,-
238, as compared with the corresponding months of
the last fiscal year. The revenues for the full cur-
rent year are estimated at $250,000,000, which is
$1,665,000 less than for last year.

The production of distilled grain spirits for the
fiscal ycar 1908 was 126,089,740 tax gallons, which
is a decrease of over 40,000,000 gallons. This is ac-
counted for by the Commissioner by the prohibition
movement, the high price of grain, and the agrec-
ment among distillers to curtail production.

The total production of denatured alcohol during
the year was 3,321,451 wine gallons, which is about
240,000 gallons less than for the previous year, and
from reports received there does not appear to have
been any very material increase in the quantity en-
tering into general or agricultural use.

* x %

Rockefeller to Spend $50,000,000.

Chicago, Dec. 11.—John D. Rockefeller will, as
reported several months ago, devote $50,000,000 to
the promotion of education in Oriental nations.

According to the story, Mr. Rockefeller will first
await the reports of Professor Ernest Burton and
Professor Thomas C. Chamberlain, who have been
commissioned to investigate conditions in the
Orient.

* % %

Out of Cuba April 1.

Plans for Withdrawing Troops Announced at War
Department,

Washington, Dec. 11.—The first details regarding
the withdrawal from Cuba of the American army of
pacification, which has been on duty there since the
Fall of 1906, were made known at the War Depart-
ment to-day. The movements of the troops will be-
gin on January 1 and will be completed by April 1.
The officers and civilians on duty in connection with
the provisional government will sail from Havana
the day after the inauguration of President Gomez,
and the troops remaining in the island after that date
will be withdrawn as rapidly as transportation
facilities will permit. All the troops will be landed
at Newport News, Va.

x x %

A Haytian gunboat landed two hundred men at
Gonaives and took the city without meeting resist-
ance,
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PSALMS—VERSUS—HYTINS."

REV. J. C. NcFEETERS, D.D.,, Chairman.

DEFINITION.

. The Psalms are the Hundred and Fifty poems, indited by the Holy Spirit,
written by inspired men, bound up in the hcart of the Bible, recast in metrical ver-
sions, and sung in the worship of God.

The Hymns are the various collections of verse composed by uninspired men
and received by some churches to be sung in divine service as a part of God's

_worship.
AUTHORIZATION.

. The Psalms are authorized of God to be sung in His praise. From the begin-
ning God zealously safeguarded the whole system of His worship by definite instruc-
tions and commands. He authorized what He would accept, and gave unmistakable
cvidence that he would accept only what he authorized. The Book of Psalms
clearly bears the seal of His authorization. “Let us come before His presence with
thankfulness, and make a joyful noise unto Him with Psalms.” Ps. 95:2.

The Hymns are unauthorized. In relation to God’s Book of Praise, they are
additional, extraneous, unwarranted, bearing only the sanction of man. With au-
thority that is merely human, they are often offered up as praise to the great and
dreadful God whose Name is holy. Well might the worshipper pause and listen to
God’s challenge: “When ye comec to appear before Me, who hath required this at

your hands.” Isaiah 1:12.
INSPIRATION.

The Psalms are all inspired. The Holy Spirit guided the writers in such a
manner that, while their minds were perfectly free to act, their pen was unerringly
exact in writing what God intended His church to sing in His worship. “Holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” II. Pet. 1:21.

The Hymns are uninspired. Men are no longer infallibly guided by the Holy
Spirit’ in writing or speaking for the church. Even hymnists are unwilling to
accept the consequence of claiming for their poems parity with the Bible. “If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written

in this book.” Rev. 22:18.
PERFECTION.

The Psalms are all perfect. Having their origin in God, and proceeding from
inspired men, they are all pure, all true, all good, all great. From first to last they
have no dross, no error, no weakness, no unworthy thought, no dead parts. “The
words of God are pure words, as silver tried in a furnace of carth, purified seven
times.” Ps. 12:6.

The Hymns are imperfect. Proceeding from fallible men, they must in the
very nature of the case be more or less impure. The cup may be engraved silver
or gold, but the contents will be colored with the imperfections of the writer.
“Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one.” Job 14:4.

COMPLETENESS.

The Book of T..ims is a complete manual of praise. God has given it to His
church as a fini-i:cd book, indited, edited and authorized by Himself for His wor-
ship. God beuins IHis book of praise with a beatitude as a fountainhead of bless-
ings, from which His «wn thoughts roll and swell in awful volume and grandeur,
till at 2t rthey end in doxologies that break upon the sky like the noise of many
wat . Thus the book is homogencous and unique. Jesus makes distinct mention
ri " [he P ok of Psalms” Luke 20:42.

Hymn books are incomplete. Hymmns grow old, wear out and are cast off.
They are fresh today and stale tomorrow. Like a field of flowcrs, they are beau-
wif+] for a season, then wither. Hymnals, like houses, are frequently in neced of
repair, and the editor’s judgment determines the alterations. With what hesitation
snould the worshipper approach God in the use of a hymnody that is always in
need of improvement. “And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And
if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?” Mal. 1:8.

FULL OF CHRIST.

The Psalms are full of Christ. The language is scintillating with His names
and titles like the starry sky, while His Spirit flows through all the Book like a
river, even the river of God’s grace. Jesus appears in the Psalms as the Son of
God, the Son of Man, and the Sun of Righteousness, the Christ, the Saviour, the
Priest, the Sacrifice, the Judge, the Lawgiver, the Servant, the Teacher, the Friend,
the Bridegroom, the Conqueror, the Light of the World, the Trce of Life, the
River of God, the Lord of Hosts, the King of Glory. This Book is Christ’s crystal
palace, ever radiant with His Person. His Spirit breathes through the Hundred and
Fifty. Every Psalm vibrates with his energy, carnestness and grace. He Himself
says that the things concerning Him “were written in the Psalms.” Luke 24:44.

The Hymns at best can have no more of Christ than the hymnist’s heart con-
tains. He cannot give out more than he has taken in. What a miniature portrait
of Christ, and how imperfect, that which comes from the hand of man, compared
with the superb work of the Spirit! Will the former be preferred to the latter?
Yes, by many people. The pious poet digs his little ditch, and from God’'s great
river draws water for his own garden, and large churches turn away from the
river to use the poet’s ditch. Such folly would amaze angcls and sages, were it not
so common. “Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock
of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be for-

saken?” Jer. 18:14.
GOD’S CHARACTER.

The Psalms are the Holy Spirit’s delineation of God's character. God appears
in the Psalms clothed with His resplendent and awe-inspiring attributes. His per-
fections shine forth in overwhelming greatness, in matchless harmony, in dazzling
holiness. He dwells in light and in darkness, comes in love and in anger, speaks
in mercy and in judgment, moves in gentleness and in mightiness. The glory of

*The terms, “Psalms” and “Hymns,” are here used in the popular sense. The
hymns and songs to which reference is made in the New Testament are all, on best
authority, found in the Old Testament Psalter.

“In the Septuagint version the titles of the Psalms are variously rendered
Psalm, Hymn and Song. In the New Testament we find our Lord and His apostles
singing a hymn after the institution of the Lord’s Supper: Paul and Silas doing
the same in their prison at Philippi; James recommending Psalm singing, and Paul
‘Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” All the words thus used were applied by
the LXX. to the Davidical Psalms.”—Encyclopedia Britannica, article on Hymns.

yea, the deep things of God.”

His Person is in evidence in the Psalms, from the portal of entrance to the gate
of exit. The Holy Spirit, who gives us this description of God, “searches all things.
1. Cor. 2:10.

The Hymns are imperfect representations of God. His love is the favorite
theme- His justice is well nigh forgotten. The hymns warp God’s character, dwarf
His personality, mar His countenance, by fulsome expansion of mercy and baneful
neglect of judgment. They are man’s distorted conception of the High and Holy
One who says: “Be still and know that I am God.” “Thou thoughtest that I was
altogether such an one as thyself; but I will reprove thee.” Ps. 50:21.

HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

The Psalms cover the widest range of human experience. They give a lifclike
picture of man in nature and man in grace; yea, a gallery of portraits, exhibiting
life from the cradle to the skies; sorrow and joy, doubting and faith, warfare and
peace, defeat and victory, bondage and liberty, abandonment and companionship,
lamentations and halleluias. . How true to life these sacred, rugged, matchless
Psalms! They are God’s answer to man’s question: “Lord, what is man, that
Thou takest knowledge of him?” Ps. 144:3.

The Hymmns are of necessity as narrow as the man that makes them. And
the broadest man on earth is as narrow as a blade of grass, and his poems small
as the flower of the grass, in comparison with God, who has given the church the
poetry of His heart for the celebration of His praise. “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts.” Is. 55:0.

SPIRITUAL FOOD.

The Psalms supply rich nourishment for the soul. They are laden with the
strong doctrines of grace -and salvation. They abound in prayers, promiscs, expe-
riences, consolations and commandments. Every word, having procceded from
God, is meat in the mouth of the eater; the verses are baskets of fruit for the
hungry; each Psalm is a table covered with God’s bounties. “How swecet are Thy
words to my taste; yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth.” Ps. 119:103.

The Hymns are merely the fruitage of man’s mind; the product of man's
thoughts. Beautiful as field flowers, they are not like God's ripe harvest; sparkling
as electric lights, they are not like God’s health-giving sun. What is a cup of
water compared with the mighty river? what a slice of bread, compared with the
table of a king? The hymns create and express sentiment, but fail to nourish con-
viction and power. They make wet eyes, but not fat souls. “What is the wheat
to the chaff, saith the Lord.” Jer. 23:28. ’

TERMINATING ON GOD.

The Psalms, as used in worship, terminate on God. The question never ariscs
in the heart of the devout worshipper: How will the Psalms affect man? Will they
draw? Will they please? Will they entertain? Such questions would be an
offence to this Book of God, and to the God of this Book. The Psalms may delight
or grieve, attract or repel, justify or convict, exalt or humiliate; yet through all
their mysterious operations on the heart of man their music rolls in cecascless waves
upon the eternal throne, ascribing glory to God in the highest. “Be Thou cxalted,
O God, above the heavens, and Thy glory above all the earth.” Ps. 108:5.

The Hymns are intended chiefly to terminate on man. Their highest aim is
to win souls. They are prepared and rendered to draw, to please, to entertain and
arouse the people. They appeal to the emotions, and give satisfaction according as
they affect the worshipper. They terminate in nerve vibrations rather than on God.
Like a cloud at sea, they fall back upon the surface from which they arose. Surely
such strange efforts at praise should awaken serious questions. “For do I now
persuade men, or God? Or do I seck to please men? For if I yet please men, I
should not be the servant of God.” Gal. 1:10.

. : ACCEPTED OF GOD.

The Psalms carry the assurance of acceptance. The worshipper can be assured
that his offering is well pleasing to God.  That which has come from God for His
service is sure to go back to God in His service. The Psalms, presented to God in
faith and love, are a sacrifice without blemish, a sweet savor unto the Lord.  What
comfort in being assured of acceptance when we appear before God in His wor-
ship? “I will accept you with your sweet savor.” Iizek. 20:41.

The Hymmns afford no assurance of acceptance. They are without God's war-
rant; they are tinctured with human imperfections; they are liable to be cast out
any day, even by their own devotees, as salt that has lost its savor. How, then.
can the worshipper be assured that God accepts the dubious offering?  Does not
the heart suspect and condemmn the act? *“Cursed be the deceiver * * * which
voweth, and offereth unto the Lord a corrupt thing, for 1 am a great King, saith
the Lord of Hosts, and My name is dreadful among the heathen.” Mal. 1:14.

RESOLUTIONS.

1. We dcem it our duty to testify publicly and carnestly to the important fact
that the Hundred and Fifty Psalms are God's own Book of Praisc. prepared by the
Holy Spirit for universal use, to the exclusion of all other songs and hymmns.

2. This Book of Praise constitutes the only divine basis of worship and doc-
trine upon which the churches can form a real and permanent mnion. This being
true. the use of hymns involves the sin of discord and schism in the church, which
is the body of Christ.

3. Covenanters are committed, under the bond of a solemn covenant, to the
exclusive use of the Psalms in the praise of God, and cannot depart from this rule
at any time or in any place without breaking their covenant and dishonoring the
oath. :

4. We carnestly urge upon all our churches the duty of improving congregi-
tional singing by the systematic study and practice of music, that the musical ren-
dering of the Psalms may be in accord with their divine character.

J. C. McFEETERS,
T. M. SLATER,
W. J. McBURNEY,
J. C. GEORGE,
C. R. MILLER.
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