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PREFACE.

THE veaforis of publiiniry are thé wifli' of friends,
and the eutior's own %oje that the publication may

ferve fus loved native country.

The reafons of delay until t.is date are the uravoid.
abie delay in vcturning [ubfcviplion-papers, and g
defire to perufe a beck which I was told would be

ufeful to mo.

I have juft grocured, perufed, and I own availed
miyfelf ef ite It is entit/ed ¢“ Proofs of a Confpiracy
againit 2llthe Rzligions and Govarnments of Europe.
By ¥ohn Redifon, 4. M. Prof. of Nai. Phil. deted

L

Edinburg Septs &, 1797

From this Book I hawe extraBzd/[ome fentiment;,
Ieaving fads as I found tizme. This Difcourfe is not
therefore printed exall'y as it was greached : bui this,

10 sk Reader, cannct be 1watcrial,

WxsTrizLp, nesp Szlifbiry, g

September 11, 1743,
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From If. X, 1ze

Whkerefore ii [T:all ceme to pofs, that wick the Lord
hat performed Lis whilework wpen Mount Zior:, and
en Feveyalens, I wiid pun:in the friit of the heart cf
the hing of Ailsria, and tue glory of ks high bocks,

THE Allyrion was the fecond great empire of the
earth. It originated from Bitel or Babylon,
Gen. X 11, with whichit wasafterwards tnited, and
with it confidered by Daniel cnd others as the fiift of
the feurcelebrated monarchies. See Dan. 1.

It was begun by Afhur, {ccond fon of Shem, who
founded Miniveh 1ts capital, and pave rame to the
en:jice—on empire, in the days of Micah, fee chap.
Y, 6, &Mlind trom the Babylonian. Indeed Babyloen,
«r'Caldee, Midia, ard orher countries wereits pro-
urces during ti:e reign of Ninus, who perhaps gave
reme to INvit.ivel, Semiramis, ard other princes-tmil,
togeil:er with Babylon, it was tcduced by Arbaces,
Governor of Mcedea, who fixed his capital at Echa-
1ara 2bout Loo years befere Chrift. Its indeperdence
watrecovered by the fucceflors of Pul, arc orefsrved
veiil finally reduced in the effemiuate reign of Sar-
ceaapulut, 6co yeurs before Chrift, by the united
ferces of Cyzxe-res, the Mide, and Nebuchzcnezzar,
kirg of Babyléh, Frem this titie we bear no mere
¢f the pride, nor even exittence cf Afiyrian kirgs.

In @ word, this empire lived to reach the 2cme of
Luman pride, and felt-glory. It lived to finifh the
Whole work of Ged upen nicunt Zior, ard cn Jerufae
lem. It lived to be the red of God’s anger to core
Ie¢t his church, to captivate Lis people, and to difs
fufe among the Gentiles, ilickaowledge cf Iiis written
!'d\vf- And when it had thus fizithed his whole wetlry
s pride was brotght down, aid the glory of its kigh
looks humbled, zgreeably to the precicion in the
text, ypd more expiicit£cnuncdaticns by Nchumn and
Zephaniab, which weie accomplifhicd jult 4o ;-czrs, a

ay



[ ¢ 1]

day tor  year in prophetic ftyle, after the predig@ion
by Jnah, ch. 111, 4, yet 40 days, and Niuiveh fkall
be cvarthrowr. o

Tacerctore, fays Ifziah, v. 24,~therefore, O Je.
riltien, faith the Lord God of Lolls, be nog utraig of
the Aflysian; e, the Lord of hufts, thali fmite thee
© Afjriap, with the rod—his rod, v. 26, which |,
the hand of Mofes was firetchzd over the feg ¢f
Egypt, and overwhe!med the King, the hoft and pride
et Egyptin the mighty waters. Tous thall he Jj;;
up his ftaff agairtt thee after the manner of Egype,
For'yet a very little while, and the indignation )]
ceale, and mine anger in their dedtre@ion. '

‘Thus hath God cealt with all proad nati.ns, and
thus wiil he deal with that ¢ Terrible Republic”
whofe pride towards us hai been the occzlicn of oyr
2flemblisg this day, with all the cengregations of
chriftian people aflemtled throughout the union, if
not in the (aure place, yet with the fame fpirit we
hope, and confidence with ourfeives, -

For it fhal! come to pafi, that when the Lord hath
performed his whole work, part of which may be to
hkumble us—when he hath performed his whole
work upon mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, I will
punifh the fruit of the ftout heart of this ** Terrible
Republic,” apd the glory of her Lighlocks, -

Therefore, O niy foved country, tear not thou the
pride of this ¢ Terrible Rzpublic,”” for in due time
God fhall fmite her with the rod of Egypt.  Humble
thyfelf therefore, O my country, uuder the mighty
band of God, and in due time Ged fhall exalt thee,

What work God, iz the vaft fcheme of his provi.
dence, has yet to do for this Republic on mcunt Zion,
orin his cburch, I know not, I only prepofe 1o
¢anfider, - | : k

I. What werk he has vilib'y performed, or is per-
forming by her.

II. Shew that whenever this werk is performed
God ihall humtle her fride eithcr by reformation
rnin. ~

I1I. That our duty now is to humble eurfelves
before God,and uniie, with firmsefs, to oppofe het

?i Tde. 1 {o
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1v. Ismto thew what work God hag v ficly pere
for'med, or 18 rerforming, by this Republic vnmcunt
7..n or jerufzlem. ~

1. Then fer chis Republic has Gad refoived the
giving the laif deadiy LicW to the tyratny, auo pers
geution of voih pricfls wue Ringse ia france this
plew has beca decifive already, sn:d eveaitiliy it wiil
be foin other patiois.

Many caufes confpired to vzife this Republic, and
pany things have been reforined by their lcacers.

The cerbination oi caules hiave sevi—ihe writis gs
of Monitefqe, and othergrea? men~theemploymeunt
of French oliicers and atnies in ihe Ametican wal~—»
ud the fafcinating tale ot American liberty told tp
their cquatry pies on their returl.—and, fay lome,
the theatrical entertainments cof the Frerch minifter
wkeep up the fpirits of the pecple during the war,
sid to prejudice them againii Britith cp; refivn-e—
the mad prodigality of the royal tamily, torcfialling
erery livie of tlhie revenuc—and then ifeing edifls
sroew taxes and forccd loans—In thisirsitatle ftate
f the public mind, fell the drzudfut tiorm of July,
%8, which fwept cff the truits of the sarth 10 an
.zing exteut, and rendered the peeple difcuns
sted, and unhapgy.
Ihave faid that many things ncw needed reform,
ot the irritated populace, or rother tbeir leadess
know not where to paufc, er ¢id not paufe at the
toper place. The clergy, fays the hiftorian, 30,ccp
nnumber, formed the Al eftates The Cuses of
icaires were in poverty. And the fmail {1ill voice
tafew ufeful and a&ive cxamiples among them was
ki loud clamours againit the corrvption cf thg
igher ordcrs, whofe revenucs were immenfe, 3113‘
ho patled their lives for the molt part at Pariz, of
ertailles, in the iatrigues, and ditipation ¢f a gay
UTUpL court, and capitale

The nobietle or nooility, the fecond order, were
®,0coin numnber.  The revenues of fume of thewy
tr¢ immente. The prince ui Conde is faid to havg
‘en worth 2c0 coo founds flerl a year, and ll.?
tke of Orlcans twice that fum, They looked dot:m'

wil
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with indiznity on the people, and their ciarzdter:, 5
Weil us thafe ¢f tae clergy had becarge f1ivoions « a:d
coutempticls. 1'hey were both snm..y EXEILPL f
Cuxaruiy sud thistarow dﬂwu ihe whole burden e
tite poople, whawerzohlived o I paretle ‘~}‘0c
while wei” or Kisp uor ¢ Ut wore rn‘ potfinhe g
apy tahro <6 b ghoure :;1 s1~~xgwurz Was oy
l‘.eight. Booopuinin s worl foves, The clvipyin
PELa, and Ciz nation iufidels.”

To bx;f‘f;yw vzrces, though ¢linblithed by cufton
or jaw, aazadiy blyw "hes 6o Livet; & DIULuily
that hws cowe deovwn from Paarsincnd (1'1‘0 d)

threusi; those lines ol L.r‘g:; zn,da church 2fiabiii g

-tab '

dnd Cipports d by Clovic eneonci Chrittian kisg (uing
Au,:)—--.t nie Ry thoa wiichvesy have been mope
'aufu!u:c-—m:f a national etablithed churen, thyg
which few iave beon more necfecuting, are, as | be
fieve, noancre torover. ":e hauphity ordors of o
hefcd.r:ry ;"L".Ei‘f],dun the poond «.,zé;ai{ax':.m cf ap
‘eftablinod ¢hiurch are £ mure, the road toprefen
m:at lies oper forall, ihe f'::;:ir* mey chiik thei
vbwap rulery, aod thar .’-' ey Le taxed i conino

iy ML -.J \.I
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with thepour. Sofor aliiswell, Burspsie,

For thisvepubliciabeen relorved fa the Mt lneliof
time tu ;l.u.t tihe trec of Lboyiy before the eagpitald
Ro ey the (2e7 and center of 1ul; Lna!, and eccickie

allic drrsinotion sud peru.cm, . 6ivd for this e
pubi;c hu' been roferved oo o compi! }; LY prophes
‘Lics which m;. 7y Wit aibndintug preciion, Tar
place, sud ¥ povple by whun theic prophccics wee

ty

X Toa'l this micy / raided thed oo ling Ly it

.'.‘.u..)c ,! O /u 14

dC Caihot o u.tz":”]’ 1 IeT NN
::I fe rc 2o wid !

!
Z/L true lope el rseity i 105 5
H’ 15 1ae intz oforad ¢ PRGN

actasl Jf.u.‘: Lf Eraics &2l 2y

W
et Lol woevye i e
! rzitlepfeied jor sl
v I s Doy ﬁf?ct’ fulerprsiers hwe fuid thar s
W uld b’t’"" s2d Ly 2 L;:..:. qnd that the evoTl

wontd full beturer ;.,-5 3-~a« '-v'm (.'z.z 1610, Parice
l“, }v ’h._.,'.‘ s L"-‘ >, (;'.‘F“ v:a i -&a.bl.lo;) w"'J :‘ c;’(l[‘, “. ‘p! Jff’
4
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to be accomplifhed, or the work of God performed

on mount YAU: o
{know .bhat the public mind istoo mrch agitated
atprelent by deifn, and Jacciinifm, or French poli-
iiesand religion much 1o regard either the future or
the paft; ut this witl neither doaway the exiftence
gor Furce either of the prephecies, or their explica-
fior, On record they are, aid &a record they will
remain

-

g feat, 10 kinglerss of Eurote, fhosid la/? 1260

sear §€0, when the Roma» church feparated from the
Greety and o-d for hevielf as the Riownan church—

bng of the Hevuliy a~! depofed Aviu/lulus the laft
keman emperor, annv 4S7) auA that the loft flep,
vhen thz de: na@li.onceas fully feen was about 12 vear
sioy when Nerfesy tne Cen. of Fulivian tie Kwmp. of
Cnflaniinople, dejlrozed i Cotliic jevernecnty and
b ended tie 510 form: of laws or soverument ulich
ai from tie building of ihe city beem at Rome—1/int
e84k form is papol. fee fev. X0 1l 11, which &1
wm s faid fo be of the fevemn, List s, co-teninorary
wth fome ene of tasfe feven that is, with the Gethic
Yk, v, 10 maT coniinus but a vt frace, or abcat
1ears.  Now fuppofe the firf} fiep of the rife to te
stat 12 year soo, the firft fled of the fall wiil te
oy wheez the Fefuits, waohad neariysecoucred what
2ot at the veformation, weve Lavifle’ ; endit wa
tethe loft Ben cftherife at g50, 1h: faft ften of the
bl will be fixt at 1810. or time of the final ruin of
dsdeminatiyn. | Sce Largden, and Auliin on
telation, My, Anllin kas referved to prefent

Welions has been made by Fo Lomes Cowers, which
have mot fecrr. But I heve fecw this cxtvad frome
fmingds Frlfilment, ¢ The Frenchking ncw (1701)

Wibus im par, @ merch for many; tut befare the
‘W 1191 the momarchy itfeif will te even (ingulis
oAy %0 matlhs for enes Loz, Full. page §3.

(a littie after Thzodsvic the Gath congquircd Gefacer

erls in Irance, Reo. XTI 7—12. A collelion of

bes the fun Jur his emblem, end for his motts, nec

yari—isat the firf vije of this period was about the

Mef,

v
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rem~ir u-'il tke prefent tumults te cverpaft, arg
then will they be m~re gencrally regarded.

The prophec’e: 1 have compared to the archer of
fﬂxin. waich, thongh out of view, hnalde her fill fa
1 ber mocering+. and canes her at laft to cutride the
florm. Thus wi'l the prophecies haold revelation,

The hapoy efleéts of the downfall ¢f church ang
regal tyranpy w'll hereaflter he enjoyed by us Al
thengh the =refert view of it appears to be loft iy
contemplating s new, and ancther tyranny by which
the former have been, or will be deftroyed. Tlis
Jead: to ahferve a .

2d Work which Gad hat tno he done on mount ;.
on. Thotistode®troy the deftroyer—to deftroy tha
deiificdeminatinn which is dettreying the rvranny of
prie{ts and kinus: and perbaps to make this demin.
tiontn be a fr/» de fe, a deltroyer of itfelf, withont
any other vifible agrencv but its ewn,

The den'al of revelation, an” rrophrce wiil callne
3 morec-itical tnvoliiyation, in which perhaps it wil
he fonnd that this verv deiltic domination has beex
predifted. T fuv pevhaps fer 1T believe there isno
rational doubt relo¢&ting the predi&ion of that domi.
nation which is ecclefialtic, §

Another work of God for the Frerch Rerublic,or
rather anather part of the fame wotk is te eftatlifh
en mouat Zion a proof that national deifm muft
deftroy

tTamairailty give a pefi‘ive epinion with refpd
20 the Rev, Aufiin’s exsticztion of Rev. XI. I had jub
rlof#d his book whe 1 1h* papervs anvounced that ¢ Rome
was free.” T hiad the cuviolity inflantly to talke 1160
from 1298, and found the year §38. [ then turnedr
‘tha hifto:y of Rome, and found that in that very yeor
Rome was telen froon Vitiges king of the Goths by
Gellifwrius Fullinian’s general: but 1hat it was afters
fvards retaken by Totila, another Gothic king, and it
the war wis not ended ungil ike corngueft by Narftt
about the year 550, Is it pcflidle, (aid I, that ‘¢ Rome
is not yet [ree. Certeivlyia cther countries her papil
poweris yet gréate
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geftroy itfelf by relef@inmg divine thenlogy; and
glopting a refived {yftem of atheifm in its reoni—a
fiftem vhich has been, with little variation, adepted
by sil mea who i1 all ages have reje@ed that which
isdivine. This 1aft cbfervation, as far as my hif-
wrical reading has extcnded, is true, and to it [
tierefore beg the readers moflt earnelt atteation.

The divine thecology which deifm has always re-
jeited, as it refpedds the two Lrlt principles of ree
Jiffon—the nature of God anda futurc ftate, is this)
v That Go:l is a pure Spirit, infinire, eternal &come
(eparate and ditiin&t from the Univerfe, which is,
bsth as to intelle&tual and rnaterial beings; the work
of his'himds—that the origin of Spirit and body in
mnwas originally diftiné, and that their future {tate
may be alfo diitin& for a time—that thc body was
formed from dufl; but the feul was direftly from
God—and that at death the body returns to earth
it was, (until the refurreétion) and the fpirit to
God who gave it (until a re-union at the Tame refur-
redion). T his day, fays Chrift, to the thief,—this
dav thalt thou be with me in paradife. See Luke
XV1 r9g—=ftory of Dives. |

The atheiilic (yftem to which deifin slways leady;
tither by a more dirtt or circuitous ccurfe, is this,
“That all the inteliigence and moral fentiment in
the Uiverfe arc portions of a general mafs which has
shiofcrutable connefion witn the material part of
the (ame Uaiverfe, refembling the conne&ion be-
tween foul and body, and may be confidered as the’
foui of the world. , , ,

“ This fubftance, worth'pped as God, has been the
fource of groundlefs hopes and fears, and of all cha
plagues thatever aflli&ted the human race, ,

‘“ The foul is feparated from this general mafs by
famk operation of nature” (quere: what is this na~
tire) ¢ as water is raifed by evaporation, or taken
W by the root of a plant, and as water is turned into
vegetables and animals, and is at 1att re-united to the

| S great

b See Prbé}': of a ‘Corzl{spirm:jr page 33
.
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L.

great mafs of witers: (o the fonl, after exhibiiing 3
t:ain of ideas, it at laft fwallowed up in the graat
ccean of intelligen:e.

Scme have fudpoled that this intelligerce is orly
the rcfincd and (hliinated parts cf inatter. —thattfe
Dettyiso-ly “A'miphty Marter moft refi €1,
and that of the funie matsriale lefs r/fincd are mace
the fuuls of beatlts and mien!!! Glericus pre-cmi.
nence! gleiled dignitv of Luman ratuere !

Others hove ¢ patched this (yflem with a piece of
revelation, by fuppcfing that the foulis only docen.
pounded or de-organizzd and its elaic undulations
or (ivericg miifma laid «fl-2p till the refurre&ior,
This is tlie thesry of thofe who have not ye: arrived
ag the ciud of their Snurney, When they (hall have
arriven., thiy wiid wilte cn tie church-ysrds ard
tomb-{tones, as others have done, that ¢¢ Deatbis
an everlajiing (een, =1d thefe undulaticns and
auaiverisgs al! over.” This h>e heen cften dove in
France {ince thi2 revaintion bv thefe who have bean
foliy tllnmiasee-l; o who have zone {airly to theerd
of theiv jrurncy.

his feffem with Core Utt'e amendiment and re.
finenent has brenembraced by iocividualsin zll apey
bas never by a nation before. It w.os believed by
fome Pagzan- befere Chrift, who tuughi that the Unis
verfe was Gol,) or that God swas the feul of the
world. T:wasrevivedby the pliticfaphy of Arifiotle
re peiling the eternity of the world in the 6th cent,
and then did fomeirjury to chritiianiry. Butitroged,
fays Mctheim, inthe 13 and 14 centuries to fuchs
decres tiat tne vory exillence of cariflianity wat
delpaired of. It was then called the Pantheiftic
fyltem, thatiszliis God, or na Gad i»ut the Univerf2,
It was neariy tie deiil Tolzand’s Pantheifticon in the
beginning of this century. It was revived bys
thoaght accidentaily thrown cut by Sir I. Newton
about a fuppofad mofl reiined fubftance which he
called Ether, It Lasbecen propagated in t?s:iscou:!ry
Y.

§ Holbess § Purpurcus pannus Hor,
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by the Plhilofephic Difticrary=—a teek which may be
talled ** The bock ef the knowledge of poad ard
¢vil,”? for it contains, in cbuncdarce, the knrowledge
cf boths Thisfyft.p in fine hos been carried fo {zp
by amodern Freuch phildctfepl.er M. de Methini that
ke has affired his countryn.en that befcre the French
Repudlic be in her teens, he will exhibit the kind of
{ubttanee or matter, Chryfzilization isLisown woid,
of which Gud is made. Sze Procfs ofa Ceisf, p. 3164

Such a {;item, in any fhepe, czmnet live long at
ore time. Itis tov abfurd to reafon, a2nd too por-
picio:s ¢ morality. I: makes Gced, fays Mofleim,
g firange mixture of matter and mind. ** It foppofes
that 'L+ world is cternzi—no gecverring provi-
dercc—-Lut cne commen intelle& ameng all mes—
ro huinan liberty—irrefiftable necellity—materiali=
ty—2rd mortality of the foul.”

“1"he Deity,”” fzys Ncwten in the clofe of his
fyltemm, ¢‘governs the Uriverfe, not as the foul cf
the worid, but as Lord cf all, On zccount cf his
govercment he is the Lord Gecd—Dantckrator.
Deity is God’s goverrment, not of his bedy, put cf
his fervants. A being, however porfeéi, without
overcment is not Gode. We izy ¢ My Gced not my
ternsl. In his wile contrivance, ard final aim we
admire him, and we wender. In his dire&ion and
gevernment we venerate and worthip bim—weiflip
him as his fervants, and God withcut domirion,
without provicderce and fizzl amms is Fate—-not the
rbjeéz’cimer of reverence, of hope, cf fear, cr f
cve. o

It is a noble trinmph to the believer to have New-
ton on bis fide, and to fee that the protcundeft phi-
Icfophy fo perfeétly correfponds with the theolegy cf
Sr'g\re!ation, and fo fully refutes the theolcgy o De<
m, : T
- Certain itis, thatin fpite cf Ceiftic efferts to make
the :bove mafs an otje&t of love and refpefl, cr to
fhew any thinginit that can warni the heart of man
it will remain unly an objeé& of wonder, not cf wor<
fhip. It cannot be the morzl gcverror of the world,

It cannot be the Rewarder of thefe that 'ciligcrntl‘?
- 2C.5
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feek it, becanfe individuality, immortality, and per.
fonz! zxiftouce are no more after death. No g
cocovragewient in this life for the exer<ife of wifdon
and virtyone difpofizions, when we believe that 3
death we lc{z ourfilves—foul and body, in the grea
mafs of matter and mind, and fnd ourfelves no more
forever. For fuch men to talk about a refurre@ion
is folema trifiny aud fhocking incontiltency.  If they
f.fpeak they have nct yet gohe i~ the bettom of the
g terigl fehomez,  But to proceed, C o

Another part of the work of Gad for the Freneh
Republic is to exhibit to all future generations 3
pr«&ical proof that no natioa or govzeament can
exift that reje&ts the morality of revelation; and em.
braczs that morality to which dciiin or a dereliltion
of this morality does natnrally and néecilsrily legd,
T his deiftic morality as far as my reacing extends,
has always heen nearly the fame. It never before
was the morality of a nation : but it has ever been
the marality of all individuals who bave, in any age;
gone awezy from the pure prirciples of re vezled mo.
xality, and it is sow the morality of the French Re.

ub'ic. " o ‘
P The principles of revealcd moralsare, that an ac.
tion be accompanjed with knowledge, without which
the mipd cannot be good—that wiiful ignorance and
¢rror are criminal—und that the means of koow<
ledge are humble diligect enquiry—aflociating wit
the wife and good—and prayer {iitcere and perit:
vering—that tliere are a&icns in themfelves right,
and others in themf(elves wrong—that no motive t6
a wrong altion, however feemingly gcod, can wmnake
§t right—that the wiil of Gcd s that we {iculd know
and do whatis initfelf right and fit, acd avoid th¢
contrary—thzat s&ions thusdose, tend, on the largeft
frale, to promote generzl happinefs—and, in fiie,
that whe beft argumeats to enforge thefe aftions are
derived fromn the certainty of future retribution. At
could be proved, if neccflary, that thisis the moraliy
of revglatiog. ' - .

More particularly,—-that there is adivine inftitu-
tion for aa oath, and a divine penalty exprefled ;cv
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sinft perjury, and profane fwearing—that thereisa
giviné inftitstion for a (abbath, a aivine penalty {ip
meaningits—,and the divine appoininienr of a clafd

of mefi, as rcligious inftruors to fliciate on the
nttath—that thereis a civine prohibition anc penals
y for fuicide, ruurier, afl:firation, acultery, and
jorgication—2na a divine inQtitetion for marriegé
snd moucgaiiy, or the Laving but ore wife er hafe
vand at the (ame tie, aud a divive law for diverce,
only in the cafee of adultery er wilful deferticn—itag
roperty, huwever enormorns, when legsily cbtaired
Ey inkeritance or induflry fhould be dceired facrec—a
at we fhould be fubjelt to the l2ws of civil fuberdid
gation, render to all their dpes—fpezk truth every
min to his neighbour—arnd whon legally called coid
fmit by cavh or rffiimution, | -
" Now reverfe aimoft cvery particular and you have
the morality —the ethical and political morality of
eifm, auu o. the French Reputlic, i. e. of hee
pulers, , Will net God be avenged on fuch a catica

this ¢ ‘
I pafs over the morals of Pagans, and baptiz=d ine
els who have in paft 2ges rejefled the law of the
ord, and defpifed the werds of the Holy one, and
me dowa to tuke a particular view of the mersfy
ther immoral principles and praffices of the deiltie
tiox. :
Thie is ¢ Firlt to form a fecret, now open, cone
iracy againft all the religions and govercmenta of
rope.§ That fenfual pleafures be reftored to the
ime rank they held in the @ picurean philefophsi
nat felf- murder was jullifiable on Stoical priaci=
i,  That patrintitm 2nd loyalty are perrow
inded monopoliziig principles inccmpatable witk
iverfal benevolence. That markind wonld nevér
bappy until they were all fermed into cre great
triatcal family, in which' each individual fell exx
y into the place to which his reafon, inclination
talents dirc&tad Lim., Thatliberty, or freedom
— froar

Proofs of a Co{piracy [_;z‘ge €3, and other pegere
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from all government or controul but realon, g4
equality or frecdom from civil or national fuborg;
nativon, arc the unslicnable and imprcfcriptabl.;
rights of man. That accrmulated property wy
buictul to the happincfs of a nation. That 1t wag
right to ule, for a good end, any means which the
wickad ule for abad vue. That the means are a..
ways tandtified by the end.” And therefore | add
that becween **evil and good, licht and darkneg
yvirtae and vi.:c, there isia neither according o the
mature of things, nor the will ¢f God, any real o
¢ {l:ntial diftinction, .

More particularly, there can be, on the principly
of deift:c morality, vo divine infiitution, nor precey
for an oath, nor penalty exprefled for viclatirg it
Thaat the civil focizty may punith perjury when de
tected, yet there 5 no exorels divine i aalty whe
notdetzted, no punifment for profune fweariegat
all. Andiudeeu on the priacipies of the precedu
deittic Tueolegy therecan be nonc.  That therei
ns divine iaftization for a fabbath, confequertly ng
divine penaltytor profening, inceeditcannot bepro
faned at allit it does not exift, where is no law isn
tranfzreflin. But more of this hereafter. Wi
the denial of the fbbath is conaedled the denisl
the divine appoinuacnt of any clafs of men to prefe
puolic prayer, or give religious inftrultion ontl
g.y, and the humuan zppointment of fuch meni
kiad of religicus eftabiiihment, an etcroachment o
the coafciences of men., There can be therefore o
deiftic principles no pubiic teachers of religi
at 3“0 | .

When men caft off the law of God there is no¢
vine prohmbition for feif- murder, nor any mutd
becaufe a divine proaibition would certzialy be
divite intcrpeiitioe or revel:tien which deifts¢
fnever adinit, Norcan there, tor the fame plaintt
fon, be any diviue iaftitution for martiage orn
nogamy~:uo diviue law for diverce—nor d¥
penalty threatened{or the violaticu of tne marridj
coniraét,  Aad tho’ aduitery or breach of marsi
as a civil coutract, moy be punified by civi h;e
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ot what civil laws, on deiflic priaciples, fhould

'}, or any way punifh fornication, which tresks
. arriage, or civil contradt at all.  [fthere be no
ov.u revelation there canbe no divine veftraint in
me civil ruler to feize the immenfe accumulated
property of the individual, no matter how leg?‘ly
fecared or ¢btained, when the good of the natioy
Jics tO demand it; and thismsy feem to bethe c:;fe
gany timz if the means be {:o¢tified by the end.
pad if there be no exprefs divine ivjanction to put
away lving, and to fpesk truth, there is nothing di-
wie to Linder me trom telling a lie whencver a
prefent advantage ¢an he gaired by it, or even to
coofirm it by perjury if that fiould b: necifliry to
otain the geod end, wlkich always fapdlifres the
peLs,

[naword °F there be no ¢fl:ntial diftin&ion be-
tveen mo. o, 00d and evil; if God has not enjcined
ptodo, aad avoid alilons in themfelves right, or
wong 3 and if wo are only to 2¢t as prefent and per-
hualinterelt fzens to regu're, without coufidering
what would be the confequences were our cordn&
tobezome univerfal-=zil ;noral pilaciple and prac-
iceisat an end. VFarewell virtue and religion, for
t;.'ﬂr. .
Fve feemed to have a gocd motive in eating the
whidden fruit. Aaroen feemed to hizve a poed mo-
wein making the golden Calf. Peter feemed to
we 3 good motive in denving his Savi~n-. Nebue«
iadnezzar, Alexander, Czar, Charles X171 of Swiew
en,and thke French Afiembiies, and Directory feem
hhave had good motives in all that they have done.
ithemotive only, and not the nature of thivgs, dee
ermines the morslity of the z&ion, then the nation

individual need not wait to knci wwhat weuld be
be confequence to human happinefs faould their
wdu@® become univerf.l. Put both the prefent
otive and means are fan&'lied by thepreient or neae
td; and with repe@ to the far exd it is 1o be left
hally cut of the queftion. 1 krcsw feme deiflls who
‘venot hefitated to declare that the beft motivesto
rality are tzken from prefent werldly corfideras

i : ticos
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tione, and that preachers wounld do Letter -,
ke lefs or even no v'e of argumeats derived fu-}n‘
futore rewsrds, and puiifhinents efpecially.

Thisis not the moralicy of revelation, butit is the
fatural and neceflury morality of deifm whethe
perfonal or natienal,

Nothing will betterillufllrate and cocfi-m my ).
je® than areview of the condul of the French Re.
public ever fiace it bec-me fairly deiftic.

T pals the AQeahly of Nozables, or States Ganery)
called Deoc, '84, and difiniJed alnioft as foon as con.
v:ned. I pafsthe rey:l projeét for a Cour planiers,
and the rectliing of the Stares Geaeral May "8y, |
pafs the debates of thst sflembly with the cepn,
natil it 2ffimed the pamie of the National Affembly,
formed the 6% conflitntion of ’91, and pnder that
rooftitution called a legillative ailembly (Sept
fawe vear). From thisnew Aflembly the nenthen
of the Caunftituent Aflemibly, had, withenut conlider
ing therights of the peopie, and thro’ a faile mod. i,
excluded themfelves. Tilie conlequance was thatit
was made up of men, who very litile regarded s
canflitntion they had not {i:'rmed ; and, tho’incn-
inon with others, they had iworn to (wpport ig, yet

-they were the firlt to ®igiate it by im nediately de.
cr~eing the abolition of royalty.

I vafs the blondy feane of taking the Baft'le, (July
14.°85) and come dowa to the time when tire abeve
princip'e was firiturged by Mirabeaun and Robelpiere
againit M. Lailly, and ather friends to order, who,
aiter the maff'cre of Touninn and others, urged that
none b2 punithed withont lemal trial.  Asainft this
it was argued that the populace ought to put afyf
man vo death, ontbe (poz, who had been (een at the
head oftheir enemier, This was to encourage Mo
and murders, and Robelpiere perithcd by his owh
argument (July '04). He was exzcuted by s m#
without trial. Many of his friends (hared.the fam¢
¢ate, and died on the fame principle that ¢¢ The end
fanét'fiss the means ufed to obtain it.” The mou)
28in party, of which Robelpiere was the leader, 0é

ver hefitated fays the hifturian about thé "mégf'si ;‘
cold
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obtein any end whatever. hey were gencraijv
deits, and they have long governed Franpce.

Apropofitien was made in 1789, by M. Tal eyrand,
pihop ot Autun, advanced, fays tae hiftoriun, for
whis very purpole, —to feize all th2 church-lands, the’
plegaliy feeured as the eaormcus revenues of the
gobility, or any other property 1a Frince. But a
{ind was wanted for iffuing zflignats, or . fiznmcats,
and the means were {an&ified by the end.

Oa this fame principle. aud perha2ps abeut this
tme, did the National Aflemily fcize a part of the
iwmezale property of a rich citizen (I believe of Ly~
ons) who was faid te have amafled this property in a
forttime from fome lucrative public office. Ge-
peroufly refigning him (ome part of his own, the
republic wanted the remainder, ard the means were
fic@lifi=d by tiie end. I now citefrom memory, but
be'ieve I am correét. ,

Inthe year’go a committee of the National Af-
fembly, with greatentreaty, and moft folemn aflur-
aices of fecrecy, obtsined from M. Neckar a red
book, or lift of penfisners fupported by the crown.
Neckar heard no more of this lift nntil it was pub-
lihed for fale by all the bookfellers in Paris. But
the end fanctifies the means. The king’s brothers,
ind M. Polygriac had received 2 or 3 millions, during
the hrrt miaiftcy of Calonne, and it was neccflary
tklm tie populace thould be irritzted at the conrt and
iag.

The committee boafted, fays the hiftery, that the
Afombly would never call them to account, and none
f them ever waited to compare the prefent and
prrtial advantage of one particular a&tion with the
future and univerfal difadvantages which would re-
fult from a univerfal vislation of the moft folemu en-
fuements. But this is deiftic mmorality—the means
we fantiied by the end—a good motive is all that is
minting to a good a&ion—ifor in itfelf confidered
there is nothing right or ~vrong—moral gond and evil
Nathis viaw cre the fame—and there is no effential
¢lintion between them. B

What conid:ace after this could they put in the

C. folemn
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folemn cath of confederation fworn with UBufny
fol-niity oy sll parties on the 1ath of July ')
Wiy reprobate the K'og for attempting to efcape ig
Juue 91 7 Or tor a fuppefed violation of his oath ¢4
fupport the conflicuiion Sept. 13, fame year ¢

The king was puuifhed, it is faid, for violating biy
osth. Who punithed the Aflembly, and people fop
violating theirs?

In the begicningof 92 died Leopold the emperor,
end the king of Sweden was aflafinated, war was de.
clared agziaft Francis [, and foon after the Parismo
encouraged by their lzaders broke into the Thuifle.
tics to co-erce the king to vielate the conititution, by
with-lrawing a Vero or vzegative it had given him og
the decrees of the Aflzmbly. Anc on the 9th of Aug,
fume year, it appeared, fays the hiftory, from the
acquital of Fiy.tte that the repoblican party were
a minority af 200, and defpairing of overthrowing
the conftitution by vote, they had recourfe to infur.
yveltion and foree,

This they eff:ted by means which were fangifi:d

by theend. Thiy pretended bufinefs with the cficer
of the guard wiiom theydifpatched on the fpot, and
whi'e the guard wers in confufi»n for the wantofa
eommander, they attacked the palace, and compelled
the king, and his fomily to fly to the Aflembly for
prot=&iocn, that is, to fly te themlelves,
' Haviag thus gotten bum ia their power, and the
mob in their parey, chey pzved the way for the decree
of his fufpznfion by them{elves, and afterwards {of
the eternal abuiitin of monarchy by the Nationd
Conveation wlich firft met to frame a new ConRitte
tion, Sept. 20, 92,

This conventiou purfued the fame meafures ot
the { mz2 priuciples. The mountain party, aidedby
the J:cobine clul, and populace ccenllantly eluded
the attempts of the Girandifts or Breffotines 10
punifh for the horvid murders and maffacres of Sepe
2d and 3d, 792, This fatae Convention decreed 02
gth, fume year, that all emiyrants when taken fhoold
futfer death, and on the fcellowing Nov. 15, th

fraternity aad aid faould be given to all people ;:‘;
]
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o to procure liberty. This was viewed az an i
jitatior to rebellion. And this fame Convention
Jfter declaring waragainft the king of Englzud, Feb.
3, decreed that no quariers fheuld be given te Britifh
Pnfoners-

Thefe decrees had the aflpr& of cruslty to minds
pot fufficiently idlwninateain the pricipiesct Voeuck
deiftic morality., But the nmieans weie fané .l o by
the end, and (o have all tiie mcans lince uted to drag
ysinto the war,

The Conftituent Afl>mbly in their Conftitution of
‘91 had declared that marriage was cn/y acivil con~
tra@t, and that elc&ions fhould be held vn the (ablatis
dapte The Legiflative Aflembly that met under that
conftitution had decreed that the city Verdun be
walled Beauripiere, in honour of the man who blew
otit his own brains beczufe he couid no lengser de-
fend i, and I believe about this time they abulithed
the Chriftian 2ra, and introcuced that of the repub .,
Jicin its room.

But this Convention hasfurpafled all. It conquered
the moderate party of Briffot, and in the clofe of ‘92
uillotined the king. In Nov. 93 it received with
oud applaufes the abjuration of Chriftianity by the
Archbithop of Paris and his clergy, and afterwards
puillotined them all. Sce Proofs of a Coafpiracy,
pige 280, It then abolithed the Chriftian fabbath,
ahd decreed decades in its rcom. It now encou-
riged the Paris Commune to beolt the Church doors
adinft Chriftian wo: thip, and I believe about the
fime time it received with leud plandits the blaf-
phemy of D'upont, who declared him/elf an atheifl,
and cried out ¢¢ Shame o2 the Counvention that any

altars of God are allowed yet to remain.”

In fune "y4 it decreed that there was nothing cri-
minal in the promifcuous commerce of the fexes, thao
the Republic wanted citizens, and that the {ruit of
foch commerce thould be preferved {from murder or
mifery by removing the mother from fhame or want.
See Proofs of Confpir. page 321. Here feemed 2
good motive toobtain a good end, and netiing elle ig

wanting to deiftic morality, No need to conﬁger
tue
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the cenlequence were the praflice univerfal, yg
tue'riefent wives and danghters included in g
c.on.m.ree.

Luini oy it was about this time (for I have neglea.
e. Lae cate) that the divorce-law was enactede;
Jow wiich regures tat one month  previous nolice
Ly oeat”-1 party to the difivtution ot the marriage
comir b, azd wlichio j moutths in the city of Pary
atonc, prowacid, fiys recerd uucontracilled, 56
CiVorc s,

Iz e vear “o3 this Cocvention had rejcled 3
Cowivzation that was fuimed by Condoicet, and
fraw . another which wasnot carried into e Xecution
ke yoar 95, '

[ ais Cozilitutic n, or perhaps a decree founded
upon iz, has called tor a fert of deifiicclergy, the fitt
ever hicard of betore, to cuiciate on the decades, to
write and read political pawsphlets, read public ce.
crces, and prepire war foigs io be chaunted onthele
days torhe pecpie. How ieng tais cider will con.
tiLuo, is nos as we fbals focn fee, very Bard to de.
termiue.

T.e Convention, by cccrecing that two thirds of
themfiives thouid be mei.oers viider this new con.
fticution, viuvlated, in the fistt inftance, the elc@ive
2igh:s ¢t tlic people, and have ever fizce continucoto
puifue the fume mcafures. Al which meaiures
Lkowever are {urcliacd by the end.

In Jure 93 the mcuctein-party bad furrcended
the Nationa: Hall with an atmed force, and feized
and deicunced 9o of the Girendifis or modcrate
party : and the French Lirectery, nncer the uew
ccnititution, and on the eme priaciples, have are
vafied oo the 1€th F:uctider, Sept. 4, ’97, feventy
members of the courncils, two of Licir own bedy, ord
anvoiver of printer:, unc Lave banifhed the greater
part of them, witicat hearing or trial, to Cayenpe,
Attt hasthe afpect of tyranny, but the end always
f:n€i es the mouns, and aiways wiil do fo, and
izrefere of luch feeming tyr.nny the Yrench peoyle
Canice 50 end, white ever her rulers piadi.ce on
1 IF Oowa principies,

1 P b of
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Of this matter the following account has been gl
v ty I Ho Gtoune, an Evglifhman refiding at Paris,
wholcenmistoliave bieir well ninminated with French
ceiitical, etbicul, arnd poiitical morality. With a
jenter of the berifhed, writes ke, ini a letter to his
frend in this ccu ity —zxm I perfonilly ond perfeétly
acqueinted, ard aver thit teey have 1 0: left bckind
then beiter republicans than themfeives. But they
sracked the men in power, whom they Lated »s
yremis.  Thele men, ceniizoes he, were too muck
wredinrcv luliens not to amalgamate their own
pafonal encriics with the enemies of the ftate, and
pence all the exieditions to Cayenre.” Good Hea-
wis ! How cau fuch a republic, on {uch principles,
live iong !

Oathis principle hss the French Direflory paffed
the deteftable decree—a Cecree in vivlation of all
iice, and ¢il the laws of nature, ard nationt—
i1decree witheut precedent or exampleinthe arnalg
o the human race—a decree to feize, and cenfifcate
sl nentral vefl-ls with Britith merchandize or manue
wture on boaid.

The Britifli cutinet-decree ¢f Nev'e3, for brirgirg
to Brizifh porte, tor legsl adjudication, fhip: bound,
ith previfions for Frauce, was undoubtedly an un-
il decree: but on remorfiiracce it was foon fet-
fiie, and reparation cffered, and is row making for
e damages fuftaired. But the French Direéiery
e not cnly eftablifhed, but perf.t to eftzblifh ini-
sty by law. On their own principles however
eyare pe-{€ily right. The endfecrssto he agoed-
s~ the rpin of 2n enemy’s ravy and comnieace,
"dthe mezns are fan&tified by the end.

It will be faid that «ll other paticns have always
kedon the fame piircipless I anlwer fometimes
deed they have. Eut no nation befere has ever
nfeflzd them, nor vpon them z&ted with fuch per-
8 uniformity, :
No public enormity has efcaped Frerch deifm. [¢
ymoflucred its mitlliors. lthasblrezibed cut vena
“ice aga.n{t Heaveu and Eargh. It has cut ff the |
s of the muiher fteetciied over the clild vt hep
- bu-
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dofom, and the child iz has carried of in triumpy
with its body ftuck on the point of a (pear. At Arra,
a couutry girl, (ays the biftorian, met a cart load of
vidims going to ex;-c_ution, for how little, faid fhe,
do taele people die ? She was feized and fentenced,

ill vou for one word, faid fhe, part mother and
child? Her head was ttruck cff, and the ftream of
milk, and blood, mingling together, bathed her exe.
cutioaer. At Lyous the emigrants were arrayed i
rauks by the deputies of the Conyention, and torg
to pieces with grape fliot from the mouths ¢f canns,
the guillotine beirg tee flow for its cffice,

In e, in the year '95 it was computed that twe
millions had been maifacred. Of thefe 250,000 were
women, m.ny «f them pregnant at the time of éxe.
cution, others previoufl; debauched by prcconfuls of
the Convention, judges of revolutionary tribunal,
and executioners. 30,000 of them were childre,
amd 24,c00 minilters of the gofpel, many of whon
‘'were fu'.k in the river Loire by the infamous Cs
riere, deputy to the Conveuntion.

Thefe accounts are authenticated by a hiftoty of
the cruelty of Jacobines, publifhed 2t Paris ingj=
alfo by a hiftory of the revolution by a Mifs Wik
liams—by a book called the Bloody Buoy—and by
asother hiftory lately publifhed at Paris, in 6 vol.

Should the credulous infidel difbclieve all this, [
alk why he fo readily believes accounts no betl
conficmed of the perfecutions by chriftians ?

" On the whole, deifm it deftroying itfelf two way
It is firft blindly forcing into public view a news
ufeful range of argumentsin proof of the m«ft prit
tical inCtitutes of revealed religion ; and in the ne
place it is effe@ually (ilercing all its own moft powc
ful etjeGions again(t revealed religion itfelf,

T hisreligion fays that an oath—a{abb.th—a p_mﬂ
hood—and marriage are all of divine inflitution

Yeiftn fays ¢¢ No,’* .

Let us apply our argument to the fabbathi—itsfo

ofed divine inttitution, and change, and it will tb
ge exfy for the reader to apply it tothe other artid

}ﬁmf clf» T
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The French deiflts, as has been obferved, in the
dofe of the year 93, in their rage for reformition
jsid their hands on the Chriitian (abbath, ana fwore
gsthe Lord liveth it fhall furely d ic. |

With aftonithing inconfittency, they admitted the
principle that fibbattic inftitntions, though reli-
gionfly or divinely pernicious, are yet politically or
jumanly eflential to mationsl information, and hap-
sinefs; and therefore they decreed decades, % or
enth days of repofe in the rocom of thofe that had
jitherto been believed tobe divine.

Thefe decades were confefledly of Auman inftitu-
tion, and from the original decree, and orations and
x1rrtations of their orators to enforce their obe
frvanee it is plain that the exercife of public reli-
ion, and the ideas of the exiftence of God and a
Exture ftate ware, and are entirely left out of the
queition.

Thefe days ware appointed for purpofes merely
political and military. ¢ To affemble the people in
fe tem»i=’* not of Jrhovah, but ¢¢ of the laws—
there to be prefant,” not at the preaching of life and
jmmortaltity, bat ‘¢ at the promulgation of the new
pudlic political decrees, and orders of gerernment—
fo hear tire recital of their vi@ories and fi g the
fongs,” not of praife to God, but thofe ¢ compofed
antheir vittories—and to hear” not religious dif=.
vurfes to give ftrength to the leve of Ged, but
“ palitical hairangnes, or pamphlcts read to give
Arength to the love of their couniry.” + |

All thefe exercifes are intended, and tend to hold
the mind inuved to fcenes of favage feruacity and
wrnage, and can exift no lenger than “he mind can
be

e —— re

% For the whimfical reafon that man has ten fingers
1 ten tees, and not feven only: or ihat fen 15 @

::'nber of Nature—the Goddefs of de:/ts and hea-
ens,

t See the Deerce of 793, and an Oratisn by P.

Mc;uba:'larco in 7as.798 delivered to tic Canten of
alais,
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be held in (uch habitz by war. What then is to b,
come of Freneh decades, French prictts, anc Freygy
teinples when peace hall come—I [y Frenich priely
and temples, becaufe Caritldan ebuiclics huve beeg
generally converted into ftables, and werk o
and the deillie priefls, or ‘‘conmiltzes of W:A:é
initruction™ are dir«éted to the plices of the hriting
of the geoneral afiombly of the commune, where
fathers, mozhers, and chi'dren are jnviicd to =tiend
tocelebrate on the decades, the warlike ad&iong of
theic herocvs, and fiag Ca-lra, Caimiguole, o
Marfellcis,

Bur how prodigious the difaproiniment alred !
Eve: now tie advanteyges of deilticdecadgs, priels,
and ehurehes are no inore.  The mechznics, {4y the
public uncontradicted pspers, are bulily emolojedm
every decade. The furmezrs probably regard rhen
as littl~; and legiflators, fsy 2ll accounts, -re teo
much eagagad intheir proefiis and pleatures toregad
thele days themfelves., A:d thus the whole natin
i» finking down into that favage ignorance of reli.
gion, and licentioufnefs of inorals iuto whichal
pations have funk that have abandoned{abbaths holj,
frequent, and believed to be divize. In a wey,
they arefalling into a {tatein which there is peither
reftraint nor proteétion, and this, to be fure, isthe
condition of favages.

This piture is nor partial. It is drawn by then.
felves. The whole council of 5., after the fa:cus
18th Fru#tidor, Sept. 4, 97, thus addrefs the pecple:
¢« O fair (entiments of liberty—of honour—of ni.
tional pride ! What is become of yeu 21l ? O nama
fo mueh preftituted of juftice, bumanity, and mo.
rality ! Ofocial public virtues where have you tzked
sefuge? What errors and diforders in the magit
tr-tes themfelves! What fhameful connivarcesi
What guilty weaknefies! Honeft men in vain feek
fupportin the difpenfation ef the laws. .

The minifter of the police of Paris hasfince gven
s a pifture of that placz. ¢ Liber.inifm, fzys e
and proftitutien are at their height; almott €veiy

quarter of Perisisthe publie theaire of them. Tj?'l
Glis
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B ¢
fifolution of manners amd debauchery precedes
sth, and infamouns luft has corrupt~d infancy it-

R4 .
¢lD’.él ever Chriflianized Frarce, with her Chriftian
thdaths, exnibit fuch a piure before ? No verily.
But how is all this accounted for? Nothing mere
eafily. Her lepiflators can omly invite to the ob-
eivance of a decade, which every one knows to b2
s human inftizuiion. But farmors merchandize,

ofit and pleaiure. {tate neceflity and private neccfi.

will everlaftingly keep thel2 days from being re-
pird2d. Judge ot this my friends, by the inattention
ou often fee to our ainnual and biennial eleétion:,
wtich, likethe decades, are a kind of politic:] repofe
from daily labeur; but certaiuly fuggeft much
frofger motives to aitend. |

Of (a=&iens thiere are but two kikis—human and
fivine. Deiftic fadbaths cap certainly have no
Givine fan&ion. Theyneverreachthe confcience of
anyman. They never bringz into view the authority,
fre providence or perfetioms of God, or a future
nd eterral fabbath, for which, fiays revelation,
fibhaths are here intended to prepare.

Nor can deiftic fzcbbaths be eaierced by humarn
finftions. This were uiteriy ivnconfiftent with
Jicobine principles—tile principles of equality, and
ofreeJom from aM reflraint, Jacobinifm boafls the
rights of confcience, and religious freedom, and ab.
ors ::tezching ror dotrines the commandments of
Ren.

Decadcs can tiierefore have no fanftion at all, and
1French livre earned in 2 work-thop, -or 2 wheat-
*af gathered in harveft will have more charms for
themals of maen thian all the advantages of the de-
ides decorated, as they may be, with all the em-
ellihments of French orztory,

It isnow eafy ta apply this argusent to the quef-
. about the divine or homan inftitution of an
th—of marriage—and of a priefthood, or a clafsof
hen to perform the public offices of religion, and
o to the pradical inftitutes of baptifmend the holy

Pper;
D, X

£
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I therefore proesed to fay that dei'm is deﬁrnﬁ;g
ivelr Uy filerang sll itsown e bj« &s c poirft reveyg
religien on 2cccunt of the concuét ef its pricfts gy
proteffors. Thete otjetlicns are—their cryelt o
their vo'opruouinef: —tkeir averice—cmbition—gg
f:!fucod or hvpcocerify.

Their perfecuiive crue'ty i
jJefiedta the trint of their religion. Fur O deifp!
Theubloud-tiicfy merticy | Bt theu 1ot alieay
€efireved cll thy cvn eljiCices on this ful je&, ny
Furir fiirlyin thercver ef thy fees to retertalithy
ctj<&ions ce thine rvn Lesd, cevered, 2¢ it p;f
Lew fireverte, wik rarwe srd confifien?

The deiits have often been tald that reither perfe.
cuticn, volupivcuirel-, 1.¢v cther vice hove (w
ceme frem theprecs vt or exemrla of the avthere
chri{tiority 3 but or’y Troan the blind zeal of itsig
gocant asherants who hove ner nnderfloed its notr
gnd it torms of communten. Trev have been tv!
thatchriftians are cealira from perfecution as the
come ta anderftasd cheitianivy., And they hw
.o been toid that the verw rative »nd geruine ¢f
feds of de:fmere crueliy, veluptucufmef=, and othe
vices, becoufe it cafls e all diwive reftraints, make

cture runifhment and rew. rd urcertain, r mev
the fur ced, biipgs all things Jown to the rarro
Yimits o7 t1is life, and meher every 2 a gecd ont
whick, witbeut copfideting thinps in their ovrem
ture and extent, c.n gain its prefent partial ¢bjd
end.

Thefe things we Love told themw, but they wot
rotbelicve, ane now hetold a new procf fremt
ex:mple which isperfeétly nevel, a nation of deil
and a proof from thisnztion on a large fcale irciud
iug the prefent ard all future penerations, abfoluel
naeceflary to corvince thefe individuals who wel
datermuned to he convinred nm other ways

The ufefrl example is yer piven but in part:?
whot can deiits fay to thefe cruelties and orh
crimes which deifm has already perpetrated ?!w
they chrrgethem on the relicks of chriftisrity !

Fortupately for chrifiianity the leaders of m?l’;:'*:'

¢ .nfcft frequently op.



L 27 ]

yion were we'l known to have been deifts long be.

ore the revolution e¢xifted, and to have confpired

ogether for its total (xtermination. ¥ Will they

garge them to the account of civil war? No.

france has had many civil wars, and tortunztely we
we their hiftory to contraflt with the prefent,

nich is unequalled by all hiftories om carth. It has
eea (2id that mo~e er:eliies and crimes have been
ommitted by deiftic France itz one year than were
mmitted in tke whole B.itifh civil war between

terles I and his Parliment., French dcifls have

wpaffed Creeles and Choctaws, Goths and Vandals.

il they impute all to the combination ~f king:?

o. A'moft all Eurepe was for 13 vears comtbived

pin{t France before, and we hevethe Liflery of the
sabination te comparse with the prefent. Wili they
arge the whole on the new republicar govera-
nt! O No. Thisis ti:e only form of gcvernment

hich they do not ablior.

The plain honeft truth is, it is deifin—deifn e
Ta—1leteftable delfn that will account for it alle
tlsdeifin that has difadjiited and diforganized fo-
ety. It i3 dei'm that has bur®t all relirzints, and
tloofe the p-fins ¢f men. In a werd, deifm hLas
jned almoft every thing but itfelf, and itfelf it
il finally d={troy.

Itmay be faid that my laft conclufion is premature,
bt Deiftic France msy mpke peace with other na-
ions, and with nther natione live on to exjey it. F
wer, it is pcfi le that Ged, to make the exfperie
0t anexceptionable, may fuffr the deillic repube-
cto make peace with her enemies, and live until the
ethat, without externsl terce. fhe perifh by the
slumption which has feized her vitzl:. l1i this
e the experiment will be meff comyplete.

What can the mando, in experiments {or perfonal
winefs, that cometh after the king Pceclef. II,
1! And whazt can the nation do, in deiftic experia
ent, that cometh after the Frerch Reputlic ? Sure-
tfter fhe fhall have tried national cdeifm both in
war

* See Froofs of a Covifpiracys
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war andig peace, and fhall bave proven herflelf top,
a8 mcre Volczne, vumiting out rivers of deftrudiy,
liva ali srowrd ker, and burring within ¥ wjpy
horcer aod more cefirudtive firer; if fhe fhall haye
Jroven hert. li to ke, in plain iaiuguapge, more mifera.
ble thon the rarfers which fhe hss cerquered ang
plandored; if e ihail tinally (e her own folliey,
quetch her own hires. returp to the religion whiy
fhe th:ll beve thiint of its pepifh ablurdities; and g
the pure moratity whichit requirei=I think that e
celirscan hove notkirg more Lo foy.

Deifm is dettroying itfell by deflroying the o)y
reafonit c.n give why it has noet become vniveria,
This is the rettraint fuid e the defls themfelives by
revealed relizion and civil laws, Theie rcliraipy
Cod has futicred to be token cet cf the way.  Tley
siow enjoy perfi & liberty, and this liberty they have
exercifed with a vengearce. If after cll this tle
fhal not fucceed, fureiy they can have notlisg more
to fa2y, efpecially whenitis confidered ihat thes fisve
now formed one of the mcit powertul ropubiicsa
the wor!d.

I have urly tozdd that deifm is defireying itfelfty
fFreving that no mere! or relipicus inf'itvtes can te
airy tonger ufetul then while they are beiieved to be
divine. The wement they are viewed as hew artha
moment they become ruinceus to fociery.  The folt
of Esfter is now called and is the Jewifh bicchanl
The Agapz or love Jez2fts were feon zna theckingly
zbuled by the primit ve chriflivrs,  Aud fo now are
cur Chriftmas holycays, and the French decade
All thefe things cveutuate as might be cxpelied,
‘t’hey have no authority. They conmand no res
fpeét. 1 proceed

'2d. To fhew that Cod when be fhzll bave finifted
liis whole work for this republic, will bring dewa
her ftout heart, by reformaticn or ruin, Prosd
' rov

Y Even Facodines againfl Sacobires. a8 Facetint,
cailed Cordilicrs, and headed by fHebert and Dentt
were guilleiiiied by Robelpicrre ana his party i
Harghand Apiril "94.
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proud nationrt have been ziways humbled in (cme
papuer, and chey Liwvz peen nuinbled :nany ways—
(m:times they “ave been corqueved, and trauf-
lapted to other o autrics--femetimes aimoft ¢xt re
p.nated by war, fainine, or pettileace i their owp—
jpmetimz$ by a blousdy revoiutionary cherge in the
form of taeir goverament—and femetin.es Ly calling
dgown proud profane tyrants and bringirg Uctres men
jatho?r voum, without any other change. Tiizuverea
aia devoutly to bz wifhed for the Foonch: regublig
ad that either this, or a more dreaciv! datiirurion
vill falt ot her I avias certain as I am o) the ¢xe-
tence of Gad, T:ke my reafuns z3 they foilow.

Deim, whichis icunded ¢n the fuppcted direvgrh
of reafon, guided cnly by experierce, 21 d wlich a1
fects the (Lincierey of rezfon, thus aided, to lead 2l
mankind to truir, duty and hagpineis—is wnc#d in~
kparabiy connelced with price; and price is noil
itfeparaklveconnaéted with defirultior. A quaners,
fodeifts may individually exift in 2 nation: sut no
rasien of #ither can exift. Frarce may conidine te
bea republic: buta deiftic repubiicl e connut leng
be. Her dcifm, that is her price, munft tzi'.

Tome itappears like an axioas, that delun, whkich
s me that my ewn powers are Juffcicnz, tends to
infpire me with pride; ard that rcveleticn which
tells me juft the reverfe, tends to infpire e with
bomility. Arnd it feems like another éxiom that
ree humility will raife me vp; and that price will
pllme down. If any procis bé waLied they may
betaken fromn the conduét of civine previdence—and
the immorality—and infiabiiity of the diiilic sepub-
lic, as far as lier hiftory is yet knowp.

Two things bave becn foppaied with regard to the
providence of God. Oue is that ke geviins by a
iffem of ettablifhed laws, referving to himfelf the
lverty of either a vifinle or mcnial interpefition,
vien there feems to a ** Nacus vindice dighus’’ an
cafion worthy of a Ged. Thisis the belief of all
thriftians, nay of ail men hnutvi¢ deifis thamfeives,
iid their opinion is that G :d aiwavsgoverns ty fulhy
ablithed laws without avy intepdtition ot a“;: of
' ' taag -
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that he is the bare Speétator, not Governor of the
world.

Now though I believe that the laft opinion i
egr.cioufly wrong, yet I cun fee that even on this
priicipie, wretched as it is, the pride of the deifljc
republic muii fall. For if there ever were ary fix
eftablithed laws, or any conneétion between caules
and effc@s, they certainly will be ¢¢ That deiim gocs
before pride, and pride before deftrudtion.”

There is nothing more natural than for two or
three weak uncHending men te urvite againft ope
ftrong proud infulting tyrant, and if their power fail
itis natural to accumulate force until it be futhcient,
It therz be not courage enough in the French natim
to contradiét Mr. Moriroe’s account, that **they are
nothing, 2nd government all’’—if they rife not
en mafle, againit the deittic tyranny of their rolers,
all Europe and all America will foon be «unipelled
to rite en mafle againft them; for wlho can beat
peace with irjuftice ard cruelty ?

Surely if ithere ever was an occzfion worthy cf 3
holy God to interpofe it will te to fave the v.orld
trom the pride of a naticw: that has proclaimed war
againft heaven and earth, andis going on cunquering
and tocorquer.

However 1t be recounted fer, preud naticns have
always been humbied, cr deftreyed, rmoft froquent’y
deflroyed, for feldem have ncticrs teen tatght by
the experience of others. Rezc ihe thirty-firft chap-
ter of kzekicl, 2and you will read, in lefty langusge,
the {ate of proud Affyria atterit had done the M,plg
work of Ged upon ricunt Ziorn. )

Some change mut. foon be cxpeled frem the ime
morality of the deillic republic. fhe fet cuten the
prirciples of reform ard delence, and isterminating.
her career on the principies of power ard pinnder
Shedecreed that the wasnot contending for tcrsitory
ror property ; but for liber'y at hene againft the
coinbination of ryrants atrord. Thefe decrees
warmed¢ my heart, and the hezrts of 2all her f!_lf’l}é%
#rd procduced stischments wiich Lier Lorpid ims
Mmoiaiitice huve beew wou long infuthicient to ¢ flclve,

Bui
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. But wha{ a derelition of all principles at laft §
Though fhe declared war ouly againit kinps and
courts; yet has fhe made war on cottages and repub-
Jics, and ruined them, whils hives woe her allies.
Where now is toe independence of {io0.u d—of
Hamburg—of Switzerland—of Geneva--and Ve
pice, to witofe eavoy fhe had givea ¢ furarce of fup-
ort ! And where witiiout a {pirited refliftunce will
foon be the indep-udence of the United States? I fay
independence, ior no nation is indeperdent whofe
councils are diflated, or controuled by another.

Tknow it hias been (i that we are the apgreflors,
But what do fadls (ay? Have we robbed the repub-
licof afing'e ceat! No verily. How then are we
the aggrefiors ? |

The wholc difpnte is commonly fmprcfed to have
originated in the Britifh treaty, and no ofhicial comn-
plaints were ever exhitited until Adet’s Note of
Nov. 1796. But the fz& is attefled bv Mr. Skip-
worth’s letter to onr minifter at Paris in O&. "94, that
many depredations had been cemmitted cn ourtrade
long before that pericd, and of ccuife long before
the Britifh treaty, which was not concluded until
Nov. g4 -

With regard to thistreaty itfelf the radical charge
itthat we have abandoned the law of nations, the
rrmed neutrality of Rutia and Sweden, ard curown
interior treaty of 1778 with the Fiench nation, by
which treary it had been agieed that +* Friendly bot-
toms fhould make friendly gnods.” Thatis, thatin
afeof war among other naticng, ncither French nor
American fhips fhould be reciprecaily (eized or
lerrched by ezch other, whatever gocds each might
warry, :

We anfwer to this charge thst this humane law
Tever was the generai Iaw of nriions, nor evenofthe
Ffench natien previov{iv to this particular treaty
With us. That the armed neutrality w.sa partial
Matter. that the pereral law is 1o feive enemy’s
joods wherever they conbe feund, that Britain would
Jotrecede from this luw, and that we had neither
the power nor the right to compel. W

»
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W= acknow!edre that ovr treaty with France Ope.
rat=ad ~xainit her while the isat war, and we at Pexe
wirh Great Britain, becaufe while Britifh propen,
is fecured on board an American bottom, Freny
Pprop-riy may, on the fame bottom, be liabie tofearg
avd feizira. Bur it Is eafly to fee that the fm,
Freach treaty wonld have equally operated aguing
ourieivas Lad wo been at war with Britain, ay
Fraice it vexce. For then would Britith propay
“bave beenlecured oo Irrcuch bottoms; whiie, onthe
fam-~ battcdis, Ainerican property would have ey
exv:fed to teizare and fearch.

Iz was not ta cur power, but it was in the powe
wf the French, to have redreiled theinfelves by
fearchiiy our (hips for Britith property. Of this [
fapyif2 we wou’d not have complained. But they
have A2 feizure of cor thips and cargoes. Thy
have tricd ty drive ve frem the ocean, which is g
really cur-s as the 1251 wve tread ong and when we
bave demyaded rettitndion for the millions takep,
they have infe'ted cur ambafladors of peace, by de.
aanding milliicns more as aloon before they waouid
even liton to our complaints. ¥n a word, they have
treated 0©s as a robber wovld treat me, wio it
feiz:d my propecty by force, and then infolently
tells me when 1 demand it ¢ Not a firgle cent natil
you lend me as much as [ have plundered, and allow
me to pay the whoie when I pleale. % Such

[

X Tocompeudize the dilpute en both lides is almfl
gmpollitile I lLaoe brgun with the Britify treaty b
caule Genet’s charie of curlakit g cagnitarice cf prius
tsken by the French, not ez the high feac. but in ot
twd fea tervitory, wiinaut vegard to the judcwiont ¢
French conlulares, was givern up by Genet himfelf s
g leiter io the French conjul at Charieflon [Ylay 2
Y935 and ot this priuciple he gave up the Grange, cofr
sured within the Delaware. ] |

- Dur expofition of Avticle vy of the Fremch ireal)
Mat it only exciuded Britifh fhips sceompanied ‘wf’;‘

a

French priacs, was made knvws in the year 'y3,
was
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“§yeh is the deiftic pation wi-afe nftable condud .
@d ccndition promife fome ‘peedv change. Scarcety
ane thing ever yet done by this deiltie naticn hag
peen mmarked with the dnrmio.n 0! ti:ree yeurs, i he
;rmd confederation of l799,ﬂlﬂ?i‘00“(’(‘d with all the
pomp and majefty of deifm ivelf, Inlted b}n ONEe VEars
Lequineo wrote a book te prove thet oathy were roe
thing, and the folerun conlefler=tion was re more.
The conftitution of *91 wiich was completely deila
e, and which the d=iits exToiled as the perte&ion of
jwman genius, lived brt ane vear. And where now
wits faccefler which was pancgvrized as 2 mighty
imoroveient on a conflitution which could not l.'ﬁ
improven? All wo incw of it is that it wes calie
thecon{tituticn ot '92, and thatit expired in its cra-
de. And where 18 the prefent conftitution of ¢5?
tisin the handsoi adeiflic dire&ory, who have tora
oat its howels, and teft it a rutrefcent mafs, when
oathe 18th Fruidor, Sept. 4:h, withcut a hearing
ind without a trial, it oftracifed Pichegru, and the
mher deputies tc Cavenne.,

What deiftic decree, paflfed under any of thefe
cnltitutions or pasied without them, ha: been care
ried inte eff-ét for the (hort fpace of even three fuca
cefive years ? Scarcely one.  Where »re the decrees
or changing the names of the cities Verdun, Havre
¢eGrace, and Lyons? It iz well known thar three
mblic felem= legifiative decrees were pofled for this
urpofe with all e authority of a deiftic republic,—=
d thefe towns &ire Verdun, Favre de Grace, and
Lyous

o

s not officially complained ef till fome tisne after
he Byitifh treaty. T have therefove begun with this
aty, which theugh I hove never aptreved it én mafle,
e | beliewe prevented that war with Great Byirait
hick it war the conflant aim of the Prench, ever [incéd
ty proclaimed war in Feb. g3, te brinyg on,
Ror the detnil I can onlv refer in '.*rﬁ-'er/mz"f lettevy 10
net, Infbructinns to Pinckney, Paftoret’s [peech thd
U Frenck Council of 500, and the lssicr of o lité
vyite Talleyrand, £

]
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tyeon: £, Where is rew the decree for hutch,,,
ing teit 1 privoiers? Fiench foldiersrej-8ed it with
abherrence. Where are the decrees for abolifhy,
the Chriltiap fahbath, and Chritian c'erpy, and (yp.
ftitnring decadre, 2nd comnmittees of inftru@ion iy
their roam,  Their leg llators and ereors complay
thzr they erninor, cven noew, meke them o be p,.
fi.c&ed, and ferrecfons ziveady given, it is obvieg
that thevnover can. Tie orly decrce that has pee
e<ecited nith erperrels has been the decree whiey
give adivaree v ary coufe on 2 months warrig,
The date cFihis Jeciee T do ret recellelt: bor it
jremifas it (s duratien as the flarees of {tybple,
Q 2wme: -0, 0 o Geunsry abbor this decree.
Cahaoey Freach natien! Thy own wickedrels
5l corrs@ tiree, 2ind thy boackilidings fhall reprove
thco. lirewilcrefarc thatitis an evil thing to de.
pars from the Vving God.
W horearo the deerees that haverefpeQed cnrown
country? Tr was firft decrecd that we fhould be
tr-. =d a3 we ‘uffered Eritiin to treat us. On re
Do wouce, s wasrerealed, end in a few daps
afior, decreed agrain. On arother remonitrance, it
was zgaia recercd, nnd o fcon decreed again, and
feon after the fweeving . cree pafled, which feizes
21l ncutral fhips wi. hany articleref Piitifh merchan.
dize or monufalure on board. Thisis prebably to
be rep=aled bv ri:e dcep toned cannon of Europeand
Amearica, for it feems 2s if notliisg elfe could efet
it. The

3d Liviflor el ey {th) @ now cails me to fhew that
our prefvi T - ut~ ‘s to Lumble onrfelves befere Go,
#0c tulie vob G miels to oppofe the pride of this
deiitic repiinie,

I am cpposiad to 2ny humiliating tetms with her,
Were we a liztic tr'fl'ug {late we might have at
great, ard perhays grecter hopes of fafety from!lu-
siliation ; but o groat natien istoo much ervied ard
dreadad to fizd fafe tv in this way. Refpetabilityis
mot to be gotien by beggirg, They wholeg favoun
¢3n only find them in thie mercy of thofe whom they

fupplicase, arnd of fuchizercy they coght to beﬁ.wcll
anure
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Jfured before they afk it. Such mercy appears not
this repuolic; ovuzitiscertanuy m eur God, De-
fore this God tiren wiroin we haveail eticuded, and
got before them wion: we have nct irjured, let us
pumble ourtelves; andto thic God, wio witl pivean
sudience, let us pray; anu noito tiem who wili not
even hear; but fhew themleives nivie niaccellizie
than jchovah him.cif,

Great, mmany, and very aggravated 2re our public
and private crimes.  And tae fom of ail is that we
pave Deenimitatiagy cur eneinies i brecking through
the two great clafles of refivaings which Gou Las laid
ou us by civil govermment and revealcd reiigion.
Deifm has not yet reachad our lejjit!ature and laws 3
but towards tius its late itrides arv lirge and ranid.

ssobaths frequent, holy, and belicved to be divine
have been experienced 1 all ages to be great re-
fraints on the vices of men, and all wife gcod men,
even moralizing ftate/men have tricd to encreafe the
ecnergy of thefe rettraints.  Ceritantine, ezrly in tiie
Curittian zra, prohibited putiic pagan pleacings on
the Sabbath, and the council ¢t Laodicca probivited
al fervile labour. A nu:mber of laws have been
esatted inthereigns of diferent Britih monarchsfor
tte obfervation of the Sabbath. Thlefe laws are
ours, but we know them not. Yew underftand what
iseither a lepal trantzrefhon or penaliy, becanfe few
mag:!trates explam or ¢xccute them. Four nieny
years I have not heard or a penaity inflicted, and
furely in that time there irave been mary tramgref-
fons,

Without rcpentance and refermation, wrilx ot God
be avenped for his Sabbaths? Yes veriiy, He was
avenged on the Ifraelites, aud fo wili ke on us, if we
Iepent not and reform.

Sabbaths are the beft indices of the religion or im-
morality of a pecplc, as well as of their hn] pinefs or
mifery. If imatters be wrong bese we 1ay expect to
bad them (o every where elfe.

Sabbaths are cirested to parcints, and call us to
view tne ftate of cducatien.

Early religious euucation isa gteat rd‘r«ntl on_

Juullie
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yruttfo! lofls that war agairfl the foul: but oy
mudern Jreotine deiltic plan is to give chitdren 1o
rd,pmuz K1y lmgc untif Lhey arrive at eighteep
and thiar any ufe ot the red 1s barbarcus ard Gothig,
Y..5 children ave to be governed wholly by reatep,
Diabolic as thisie, 1 hove heard it urged by the
pu rons of liivratare, and parewts of fum:iles,

20 fuch reackers God will take vergecnce if by
has evu‘ {poken i bis word, unleisihey repert and
relo

A bc.ufthat marrisge is a divine infiitatien and
forricatien exprefsly torbid, sie certaitiy £resat re
ftiaints on licentiovfnefs, But we are puiliy of
bieakirg dewn thefe reftrainis ay foll es we e,
Our j'xcobn cu.tvrns, witiieat a aw!" aftrl, with
Yrench deitts, ¢ That m: arnage is cz /v 2 civi! cope
trad, ad confequentiy no d'vize sodivierion at all;
but whaiever dei'tic debanched lspifatore pleafe to
gmake it, 2a10d as to fernicetion it z 1o criine, Lecunl
it bresks no contradt ot ail,

1t ¥ bigh time for (kviiiers to be slarmed, ard
beatthe tockl:n 2t cur eleétions far legiflators, and
other cilicers, aud to giveilieir (Uiirages to nune wio
advogale the doélrines of deilm, cr cavil at the ki
ble.

It is {ome tinme fince eur deifts have, perhaps if.
ficiov v, taken in fowe unfufme ding friends of 1eves
Yaiion to vote {or a2 diverce bitll, and this bill is tre
moie dangerour, becaule anm{f the bedy of it liene
Seriptural oi jedlions, It fpccx..cs the orly twu Ecripe
tinral cafes ot divorce—acdultery, ard wilful osfete
tion. Yerits objeét is certainly deillic, that B
tacilitzte divoirce by bnrgmn it hcme to our ceoury,
andinviting us to feckit, whenitcught tobe rencers
ed as diftant and as ditiicult as pu"l'bie

For myfel! I never faw the dunger of this bill vnti
Iread the hiftory of the Frencl revointion, apd Liew
€21l cn ad chriftians to be on thiciv gnerd agai:eit it
and its advocates. Remernber 1101 €vary cedt isal
sdvocate for this bill, 2nd thet his prireipies comard
him ¢o bf‘"ete ‘¢ That nieriiage is only a civil cobe
Eract, whiie the principles of a “belicver zye ihat vthll

bet
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oth ¢suil and divine—divine, inafmuch as divine re«
velation declares that (gl made but cuc pair st the
frft, that he made themn both one, that Lic¢ deciates
that every man fhall bave Iiis own wite, ard every
wife her own hufband, that he has molt cxgreisly
foridden formication erd adu'tery, and tuat, excepf
the two cafes menitoned, ke rotes pulting avay, and
doesnot even dem:2nd theirjured te uo it vileis 11 be
fheir own free choice.  Aud farther rhat maysjz ge is
on'y cfvil with regzrd totie mere werge. aid stichi
of the ceremory, wrizh God Gas notalcugiht Lecefa
fary to prefcribe, and which have been reguizes Gy
the differeut civil cuftoms, vfages, or iaws of every
gation. It is alte the fprirciple of a believer jbat
marriage is a civil contract with repard to tiie main-
tesance of widows, and defcent ¢i iicrilunce 1Q
thildren born in wecdlecks In all this there i3 mg
jostradiction, and I pity t.e wezknels of the deilt
who cannot fee that thereis noie,

Iam convinced oa the whaole that the power of
divorce is mp:ach betterinthe hands of cur legillature
than in the hards of our couits by any ¢.vive law
vhatever. % [tis eaficrtoamend a law ti:»i to make
ote, and as all deiiis belicve that marrizge is only »
tvil contract, the time mipght arrive wlen this di-
wree law mipght be put into the hands ¢ a fingle
byiltrate, with pover to ifue the ¢ivoice on a
moaths warning, and fer any caute. Tle French
tion was once appavently as {far fiom fuci: « law as
enow are. It is high timme for chriftians to take
bealarm. Iti:high time tor them to cyifider what
¢y are about. Azain

¥ have been lately told by & refnefoble Ser:aler

30 cafescf divoree weve urged at cur iaft Aljembly
'Raleigh, as reajons jor a divoree law. 1/is frows
Wt would be the immediate confequerice of Jueh
law,

tin tae new Georgia Con'iitution, the fremers ape«
“rto have taken tie alarm, 1o procure a diverce
ures firft a Jury trizl, and thee e voics of twe
s of otk haivses, -

>
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Again, the fixt belief of the certainty of futyre
puniihment wilich can be certsin only from revela,
tion, inay be a reltraint on protane (wearing, and
perjury, both which aftrontthe Deity, and poilon the
ftrewms of juttice. But maay of us areguilty of tear.
Ing down cinis reltraiat. Aud oecaufe of {wearing
the land wourns, and God has a controverfy withi,
We have nut yei pruceeded as rar in this matter a
the deiitic repubhic: ont cur ftatefmen theintelves
begin to fay ** That perjury lately hus reached tos
moit alarming heizht.?’  Taeyteel the edect, why
will they not fee traz their own doctrines and pra.
tices are ithe coufe? [ have heard fonie tay that the
deilts are more afraid oi perjury thaa chriftians. If
this oe-fo, witeu education, intercit, and other things
are equal, I oaly fuy it is a miracie in Morali—a
effoét witiout a caude.

" Qace more, it wonld feem to be fome reftraint
from lies winch are {o deflrudtive to fuciety, tobe
told that revelaricn has, in all cafes moft expielly
forbidden them, and erjoined the tpeaking truth it
all cafes when we do fpeak; ta:t Jefus was fome.
times filent betore Pilate, but when he did fpeak it
was always the truth, tho’ his own life was at fiake,
aund thag he feverely reproved Pcier tory lying even 0
fave his life, that Gou’s children are childien thit
will not lie, and that the prohibpition of lyirg, .
injunf@lion ¢f truth are pointediy exprefled witaol
any excepticns whatever. Sce {I. LXIII, 8, Eph
1V, 25, Col. 1§, 9.

‘All this' feems a burden gricvcus to be terneb
fome who have therefore czit 1t trem them, acvo
cated the reveile, and produced the:r own e
erices from the ftory cf Kanab, and ouher places!
order to couatesbalance expre/s [oriitur&l frec
and cxomples.  The hiltorical pafiages, by Lie Wi
have been ey iained by il thie ccumentutersin
dillerent fenfc. lndet

t The words of 5lr. Tomer, Soliciter Gencml,;

- ~ . Y . 5 ,'-" . .

opeir court in Salithiy, S-pt. pre/catyear 5354
qilAcil Glé Goutt tudy it G iV Wiy
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fndeed if deiftic morality be true that the end
(inétities the means, and that theie is no eflertial dif-
intion between virtie sndvice, thonis this moralit
right; but the Scriptural mer:lity is wrorg, for it
requires motives and niore thon metives 1o make an
sdion right. It f=ys Wo to them that call evil gcod
ud good evil. Thatis, Wo to them that ceftroy
the difference betv eei right and wreng. And this
wcertainly done when marslity is placed wholly in
rotives, and not lfo inthe nature of 2élions as they
gre in themfelves.

Eve fecmed to have a geaod inotive in eatirg the
forbidden fruit. She wou'd be wife. Butit wasin
ifelf wrong to violate an exprefs nnrepealed prohie
hition, and therefore the very rxifterce of fuch a
feming pood motive v'as a2 crime, for in npo fimilar
afe ought fuch a2 motive to Iiave exifted. Surely it
vas in itfelf right that Fve and Adam fliould cbey
God, and neot that God fhculd obey them.

saul’s motive in cffering facrifice, znd Aarcn’s in
mking the golden calf miglht here be confidéred,
Fut I pafs on to other cafes mere dire&tly in point.

Peter appearcd to have 2 good motive in denying
lis Lord—the higheft that can be conceived—the
wving of life, ard the means to gain this cnd was a
‘eand an cath 1o confirmit. And if it be right to
tla lie to fave life, why is nct perjury juflifiable on
ie fame piirciple? But the truth is that lies and
erjuries arc in themfelves wrong, and ne motives
er meafurcs can male them right. No end czn
&tify fuch means, 2nd therefore inthe juds:ent of
ebeft judge, and in Peter’s own judgiuent, onre-
:dicn he was guilty.

Sapphira Danve'toi' Rolland fe2med to haveagood
ctive in proftituting hzifclr to the tvrept Rynfaunlt
fave ber hufb2nd’s iife ; and the tyrant {fecmed to
ve 2 pood moetive in tellirg her that ber hufband
% privately difpatched by his order tiat Le might
tprevent tl:cir fuiure amcurs. Rut poor urhappy
'd guilty Sapplira furcly h»d a better motive in
Urning thie micrfter withinefiable abherrerce: and
P prince the Duke of purgiudy had an equally

good
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gacd motive id ordering his governor Rynfaplt to by
executed fo: biz herrid crimes. See this well 5y,
therticated urd afic@ing ftory in the Encyc. unce
the: word Tuf ice,

Were lier Inwiul to gain any advantage whatever,
ell mea 0712 to De conviuced that it is fo, and they
wo advartaze atall could be gained becaufe o perfyy
infuch c2le wonid be credited. And thus the aryg,
meat, ke deifm, rings deffruétion on itfelf, Ty,
fare thing may be faid with refpe 1o proflitutiog
and perjury.

To believe that Ged haz appointed a (et of mentg
teach, reprove and exercife ecclefizilical govern.
¥ent, b2 rota, vure than evaer, 2 matter grievous to
be Gacic, nndthere are few wiio witl bear it Tie
ciexgy are thercfure viewed as a very troublefome
clals ol 1ren, that ave as giea: cnermies tolibertyand
bapniraf- as Elija was to Al.»b, and that, like the
Apofile’s turn the world v fide down.

- The fubinitis o me delicate, bac juftice demands
mwe to fay that no cii s of nien amseng us have met
with mcere urja? and urgsnereus treatment tha
thecle: 23 'n the United Siales, and no clafs of men
bavedcn: leis tn deferve it

They kave 2 no time becn employed in plots o
ca7Lisncizs apainft governwenr, avd during the
revolulionary war they have been genevally the uni.
form, and (eaidy teiende of liberty and independence,
Inthsr war cheir fimall falavies depreciated downto
nethiog. ThH:v did ust comyplain. When the war
was at a7 ens the peenle geaerally refuled to pat
theom even in tire fame ftzte they were in at its com.
mencemenr, and ever fince bhave they been treated
with grawirg coldnels and regledl,

But for the ¢ Ace of Reafon,” was it refervedto
addinfitto injuftice 7 All the encmies of religion,
freachiiied jacobines, z2nd all others rallied round
the ftandard of Paine, 2ud did not fail to infalt, nat
the yielding, the ignorant, the illiberal or unprinci
p'ed, bt rie moft dignified and enlightened, naythe
very office itfeli.  And the molt covetous and fordid
foals have cried out *“ 30 much a year, avarice, a::

vl
L
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ﬂcg" to clergymen who were conterted with theig
ptily bread, and utteur.g no iwveltives agaieit the
men WRO were infulting them for cilingit.

In general what have the clergy fuffered and
done ! They have [’acrlﬁce(, to their ceuntry, their
temporal intereft, their fortuve, faniilics, and tame;
and they have been trying to rmake fabbaths to be rea
fpe&ed, to educate the growing age in the prirciples
of the beﬁ religion, tv make arriane honourable,
to make oaths and truth to be deeined facred, to
make perjury and lies to be abominable, to fay 28
little as potlible =ycut tke divirity cf their own
ofice, or the authoruy cf church.gevercment, to
preach the law of Ged, the Chriflian merality, and
the gofpel of Chrift, ad to hold up all thefe re-
ftraints, whether civil or facred, thet their enemics
sre trying to pull down.

Their greatelft crirme, and now I inclnde myfelf,

bas been that they have yielded too muchtoa licen-
ticus gencration, and nct done enough to hold up sl
thefe reftraints. But if there bea Ged, whoLhasient
forth his fervants, wrath is gcne forth for the treat=
ment that has been given them—wrath which no=
thing but repentance and reformation wiil avert,
-~ Withregard to the reftraints from church-govern=
ment I will only fay, as Virgil faid cf Troy after its
deftruction ¢* i’roy was.”” ** Thefe reflraints have
been.”

Some of our {atefmen, in imitation of French Ce-
iftic mafters, have, by vilifying the clergy, deftroycd
their influence, then ungenerotfly complained that
both themfelves and their religion were tfele(s to
fociety, and have declared their refolution to try to
reftrain and gevern without them. On this principle
they have abandoned the temples of Ged, ard by
example, jnviting z2ll cthers to live without fdbbath.,
or temples, or priefls, or prayers, cr praifes, or any
kind of public religious inftruction. 1 fuppofe even
without decades, for from their French maiters they
are learning that ¢ven thele are ufzlefs.

It we mutt have this experiment, in the name of

God let us hava iz, The fooner the better. The
| pricids
. F.

-
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priefis againft whom they are vomiting out thei
yenom nuit iz any poflible event be yziners by tig
ifiuc.

If the experimernt fueceed nct, they muft be re.
called wiz hopour to their <fice. If it fucceeg
as men they ave ceitiinly equaly aid in eruding
perbaps ‘upesior to the mofl of our meodern ttatf.
men. The trenfiticn frem the altar te piaces muure
Jucrative wil be eafy. Indecd emolunepis cag
fcarcely bo lefs, norinfulte greater thaa thofe wich
they have for fome vears pzt. met wivh trcm ais uijuft
and ungenerou: gronerati i, |
"~ Formy own part I folemnly and fincerely declare
th:t I feelnc pecuniary noryperfonal interc! in the
Hluc of the experiment, and lr=d I no regard for the
Sntereft of the tefl relizivn, ané cf my loved native
country, I wouid this mcment abzncen my prefef.
fion. I would mizke this the laft difcovsfe I weuld
ever prepare for an urjuii and ungcrerous age. |
would go fartker, and urge my breihiren of every
denumination to follow my example, und on one ap.
pointed day toabandon the wcrd, the werflip, the
fabcaths, and temples ot Jchevah, deny the previ.
vidence of God, faft-days, and days ot public tﬁankf.
giv‘u;g, the divincizititution of fabbaths, of n arriage,
of caths, of prielts, and prayers, ard graife. 1 wcu:dz
§n fine, totally abandon the icligicus educatict ¢
youth. and leave our wonderiuvily wile fiatein.en to
yel'r in ard gevern them and their puarepts juft as
ghey pleafe.

" Thiis wenld be at once tc make the experiment
which Is withed fer. Eut O God forbid ! My cthes
Y will never refign till I refizn my breath. Cone
poverty, contempt oblcqiny or what will, I will lift
wp my veice like a trumpet, and my pen fhoeuvld my
voice fii!, and fhew my pecple their tranfgrefhons,
and the houvle of Jacob theair fins. I wili tell the
yreat world that ¢ Grezt iren are not 2iwasys wife.”?
w1l tell them *¢ Thut th:y have rejeéted the law of
the Lord,*” and ch:t, in this refpet. * 1 here is nd
gviicom i ghem.” I will tell them, that wiili rcgard
jothe b-4k principles of religisn a'nd‘_.p_gx_'e n:c:::l;iet;,
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ey havenot fadied them, do net underftand them,
snd Wiil D¢t X, mine them, nor aik the tvaice of ait
juowiedge tonflruét th- oz,

Ikoow that iny voice will not now be regarded 3
it I du believe it wili ve heard hercxfter. Ouf
fzicfmen do uot yet fcel thendilves wreeg ebough
toce tee right. % Buc they will heer when they flad
have, by their codirines, ard ex-mpie, reiceied
frofe ungovernable whom, witheut tire zid of reli-

jon they have fet cut to govern. When they thall
tavc prepaied azdiet loole a herde of jgncerant une

rincipled favaze fanf:ulcttes 1o ravage und cetirey,
nd finally to puur on themfe.ves that infamy aud
ifult woich they are now pouring cut in full viale om
peligion, and its minitlers. 1ius wiine is rapicly
phingupop us. This leads me to cbicrve a

2d Clafs of reftraints, through wkhich we are ate
pmpting to burit—the reiiraints of civil govervment.
This commenced with an attack on the prociauztiony
pf neuteality, anc has been fince contir:ued without
puch interruption. Tie cbjetl of thie procisnation
was certainly to refirzin our citizens trem waging
var ageinft nztions with whom our government
¥as, and ought to be at peace,

How extremely abfurd is it to fuppofe that aryin-
fividual in a nation hzs a right to w:ge war againfp
hother nation, and that ev2ry individual has not the
kmeright. Ard how abfurd to fuppefe that every

is ablurdity, and ceafe to abufe the governmeﬂf
or afferting and enfcrcing the contrary. |
[frankly confefs that fo powerful was my own
t'chimeat to the French natien, that I did rot at
tview, perceive the difinclion between Frenchs
¢n leaving their own country and in our tersitory
liting intv our fervice, aud cus own citizens within
our

: Z;lalc old infidel king of Pru fia at laf? declared that
bule give up the 4o:uowr uf wi. befl foupht battle t
) /4 &al “:‘Dji“t‘ s /‘e jvur.c.‘ Acs . j g ¢ 1

-

>
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our own territory enlifting into the fervice of Francg
sgainft 2 nation with whom we were at peace.

It deferves here to be particularly noticed, thy
the greatelt enemies to our reiigion have, with few
£xceptions, been the greatefl enemies to curgovem.
acot; and alio that the friends to one have general.
ly been the friends of both.

The firft clafs are beginning, as I truft, to feel the
eiiects of their nwn folly, and I hope they will be
reclaimed : while the other clafs, as I hope, willfeel
the neceflity ot fome more zesl and attention bothio
government and religion. My prayer is that good
mayrefuit from the whole.

I clofe the do&@trine with two remarkss The fif}
is, that never was deifm prepagated with fe niuch
zeal and atliduity by our ftatefmen before, for they
have now brought it down among the common peo
ple. Aud the other remarkis, that fince deifmbega
to be thus propagated, which is not longer than three
or four years, there have been more profanatict of
fzobaths, more mobs, and murders, and maffacres,
more (vicide, adultery, fornication, rapesand rebles
ries, more pr ‘fane (wearing und perjuries, and for-
geries, more fpecylations, bribes, bankruptcies, and
imprifonments, than have happened in five times
npumber of any preceding years. I fay ncthingo
the ftate of religion gnd merals in the land of atheifn
and infidelity.

With mingled (enfations of hope and fear, I now
call my dear native country to her duty to God=10
berfelf—and to other nations.

Your duty to God my fellow-citizens and fellow.
ghriltians is repentance—~—gratituce— and prayer. T
ycurfelves Union in council—znd firmnefs and refo
lution in executicn—and with re;ard to other [
tions, cauti~a againlt any toreign influence and for
seign connections whatever, coh Eaith

1. Repentance towards God, cornc&ed with fait
towards our Lord Jefus Chriti. 1 k:atis, fuchadee
fenfe of che bafere’s anc i gratitude of fin 28 anﬂf‘
from an app:ehention ot the mercy of God throtis
Jetus Conitt, and produces a hearty hatred to fin, 8

' Al ced e Mt it
a nacere relo'atiento burfukeit; ﬁc“"npa“ied;'b
¢ - 1
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(;cha view and choice of a Redeemer, as tocxcite
saus 8 hurnble hope of pardon through *e redemp-
tion thatis iD him. L

From {uch a view and fuch a volition wiil ficw

ratitude for all favours public or perfonal, and

rager for all we need for all time to ccme for cur-
{elves, for our friends, and for our toes, eur perfeaal
ornational foes. In tine, as citizens of the world we
ore 10 pray for all nations: but a:s citizens of the U-
pited States we arenot to forget cur own.

This dire&ion mav be applied to the churches.

2ée To ourfelves we owe union in council—and
grmne(s in execution. Whatever work God may
bave to do for the French republic, this is our duty.

1. Union in council. The neceility of this we may
Jearn from antient Aflyria, and from allthe modera
pations of Europe. The good king Hezekizh was
mde tributary to this proud kingdom, fee 2 Kings,
XVIII, and it is generally believed that this was
deited by A[/yriandiplomatic intrigue, for Hezckiah
bad beaten down the gods of Affyria among his own
fubje@s, and this rai(ed a powerful faction of hisown
fobje@s in favour of the Aflyrian king. But leflons
of Union may be learned nearer home, for a truth it
is that the deilticrepublic has ncver yet conquered a
uvnited people. In the name of Ged then let us all
be one.

This will contentrate all our energies, and produce
that firmnefs io the execution of our councils which
our intriguing enemies fhall not be able towithftund.
It will either effet peace with honour or war with
evergy. Letus notthen be afraid. If we contraft cur
prefent fituation with our condition in the late revo-
lotionary war, I think the comparifon will come out
incur favour. God blefled us then. I hope he will
not forfake us now.

3. Let us as far as poffible guard againft all foreign
influence and fereign conne&tions. The man is moft
bappy who depends meft on the eternal God, and lift
on man whofe breath is in his noftrils. The fame
thing may be f2id of a naticn.

May God take the Uwnited States into his wifey

gFacious, apd powerful prote&ion. AMEN,



