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BEBEJSIEIETISTE

PR EF A C E.

T HE Author exp}'eﬁ: ty bis friends a grateful
Senfe of the pains they have taken, to forward
the pub!:'catioﬁ of the following fermon.

Becaufe a man fhould think for bimfelf, he bas
therefore laid his own plan, arnd purfued his own
thoughts. Becaufe we fbould vead, ne has availed
bimfelf of the thoughts of others,. efpecially his co.
patriots and countrymen, wh q,"b Jfentiments on liberty
and republican govefnment are moft congenial ta his

- ewn.
In tranfcribing be has added a few thoughts, and
through the whole has fludied to render it ufeful to
his loved n‘ative country ;. to whofe cdndoér,zddfr

Heaven, he commits his little production.
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A $ERMON, &

DevT. iv. 32.

For afk now of the days that are paft, which were
before vhee, fince ihe day that God created man
upon the earth, and afk from the ome fide of Hea-~
ven unto the other, whether there bath been any
{ucb thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard

tke it ? A :

I KNOW that there has been among many na-
& tions a conteft which of them has been moft an.
cient,t moft brave, and moft favoured of heaven.
is true, notwithttanding that fome nations have
' been favoured more than others, never were words
(ore applicable than thefe were to Ifrael at -the
/time they were uttered, that is, aear four choufand
years ago ; and never were words moge applicable
;o any nation than thefe are to United America this
ay. B :
Are we, my brethren, as much diftinguithed by
the exercife of religion, as we are by thofe things
hich thould make us religious ? ‘ |
tt See Juftin’s account of the difputes between the Egyp-
aus and other natioas. ' |




We are called on by the provideace of Gad,

and uuder him by the Prefident of the United -

States, not to boaft of our paft exploits, but to

-realize cur prefent enjoynrents; not to obferve -
a day of rioting and revelling, but { ¢ to obferve

a day of thankigiving and prayer, to meet together

and render bur fincere and hearty thanks to the -

Great Ruler of nations, for the mnanifold and-fig-

nal morcies-which diftineuifh us as a nation. Par.

ticularly for the poffeflion of conftitutions of go-
vernment which unite; and by their union eftablith,
liberty with order; for the prefervation of eour
peace both foreign and domeftic; for the feafona.
ble controul of the late. infurrecion; and for the

profperous courfe ‘of our affairé, both public and

'P'ﬁvate"? ‘ : S
. %“ ‘At the fame time puoblicly and fervently to be-
feech the kind Author of thefe bleflings gracioufly
¢o prolong tiiem 1o us; to imprint on our hearts a

‘daep and folemn fenfe of our obligations to him for -

them ; toteach us rightly to eftimate their immenfe
value ; to preferve us from the arrogance of prof-
gerity 5 to difpofe bs to-gierit 4 centinuation of his

favours by our. gratitnde for them ; te render this

4

country a {afe and prepiticus afylum fer the unfar.

vunite.of: all countries ; to extend among us trug

and ufeful human knowledge ; o diffefe and efta--

blifh habits of induftry, fobriety, order and mora-

flity ; and finally to impart the bleffings we pofle(sor -

afk for ourfelves, to the whole family of mankind.”
- Thefe, my friends, sre the grand .objeés for
“which we are convened. O my God, how folemn
the occalion! A whole extenfive natien, reaching

from the torrid to the frozen zone, Fifteen States,.
one & indivifible--many milions of fonls—called to-

' comainassemm—e—— .
* - ¥SeeProclamation by.the Prefident, Philad. Jan. 1,1795

-
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sender-thanks for the mercies -which diyffngiif’ u¥
as a nation from all the nations that ever have been,’
or that now are uponthe face of the whole earth.

For alk now of the days that are paft, and afk’
from the one fide of Heaven to the other; lift up
your eyes to the eaft, fee Solomon in his glory, ‘be-
hold all the pride and pomp of monarchs, and-hear
the clauking chains of their' wretched- vaffale; in
fine, look to every other quarter of theearth; and
then fay with rthe American-poet,
4¢ Hail my lov’d country, dearer to my eyes’

Than all the pomp a vaffal world fupplies :

Hail fair Columbia! ‘where no clanking chains,

No plaints are heard, no glonmy tyrant reigns.”’ 4

No country on earth for which God hath done fo

at things as he hath done for America—United

merica : No where any fuch thing as this great
1hing is, or hath been heard like it. '

Some of you will fay this language is toobold an@

daring, that it depreciates the wondets, nay mira« -

cle;, that. God has wrought for his favourite If<
ricl.

Bot T Tay, No, if miracles be well defined. &
miracle is not'properly thatagency or event which
{ufpends or counteraés the courfe of natore ; for
there was a time when nature had no courfe ; there
was a timé when there' was noman. The feripture
fays he arofe from earth. This was the courfe that
ndtur e then began ; and had this been continued, in-
fidels would have ridiculed a belief of the poffibility’
ofany other courfe;; the prefent for example, as nitrck
a3 they now do the ftory of Jonah and the whale.

Nor is a miracle that which exceeds created pow-
er; for who can tell how far created power may ex+
tend? What may be a miracle 'to 3 man; may be'ne

ittt
% Profpe& of America.

i
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miracle to an angel who may do the fuppofed mira.
cle. Angels alfo may have their miracles if there
Le created orders of exiftence more powerful than
themf{elves.

The beft definition that ever was given of a mi-
racle is, That it isfuper-humar, an aat or event that
furpafles human fkill or power to «f«&. T lusis the
feriptural definition ¢f a miracle. No man fays
Nichodemus to Jefus, (John ii. 2.) can do the
things thou doeft, except Cod be with him—with
him either immediately or by fome delcgated power
which 1s more th'm human.

How infiru@ve and how pleafiig is the notion
of {ubordinate power and fxill! Anccls, guardians
& governors of nations—angels that e\ccl in power,
(See Pfal. iu. 20.) comrouhr.g inferior feeble man_
and deing thefe things which he deems miracles!
Man, lord and guardian of the brutal warld, ex-
celhng in wifdom the beafls of the field, and (!ozmr
thefe thirgs which their inftinéts may pcrhaps deem
miracles!

With no other orders are we acquainted—te
each of thefe has God afligned -d: fleren: deprees of
wifdom and power—perhaps every degree but to
annihilate or create—and for nore of thefe orders
has he ever done any thing which they could do for
each other or for themfelves. Thefe principles
reed no proof, and from them we conclude that
God has done, probably by fuperior agents, fome

things for Ifrael which were fuper-human, or which
they could not have done for themfelves, ‘and many
thoufand fuch things has he done for us.

Having thus obviated the objection, I will dare to
refer the text to our country, I will dsre to inftitute
a comparifon, and contraft favour to favour with
any nation under heaven, the fuveured lirael not

.excepted.
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Would to God T could fay we excelled all othel"
nations as much in obedience as we dc in obligation?
My defign is to ccnfider our di ﬂmgunﬂmm favours,.
and thc obed:ence that fhould refult from them. In
inftituting a comparifon, I fhall 1ave my eye moftly
on the Jewifh nation, bccaufe the text requiresit,
becaufe we are beft acquamted with the hiftory of
that nation, and becaufe it was tsen, but not now,

the moit highly favoured.

In confidering our extraordinary favours, T thail
not give the hiftory of two nations, vor the hiitory
of any nation, but feleét a few particnlars out of the
Jewilh lu&ory, and contraft them with correfpond-
ing particulars on our part.

The particalars felefted from the Jewifh ffory
fhall be thefe—rtheir deliverance out of Egypt—-
their refcue at the Red-Sea—their laws compleated
at Mount Sinai—their manna in the wildernefse—-
the fall of _]ericho-—-the detaltion of Achan—the
peaceable poliélfion of a geodly land—the qu'etmgj
a d:mgerous mteftine commotaon after fuch a pof-
fefiivn—und the effect that ali thele things tog elhcr'
had upon the furrounding natiens. -

To all thefe particulars I will oppofe fa&t to fact.
and favour 1o favour, and in moit if not in ali things,
bring oat the contraftin our favour. I begin vuth-
the deliverance out of Egypr. Greatindeed wasthe-
deliverance, and to us many the miracles that ac-
companied it.  To angeis, who were perhaps the-
agen:s, thefe ﬂh;,‘ht b«, no siraclcs.  They might

0t be fuper-angelic though they were {uper-hu-

man. T\OLhmg was done “that required a creative

or annjhilating power. Nothing above the modi-

fication of muatter and motion. Nothing fuperior

w the philofophy, the caufes and etfects of nature, .

In the potent hands of an angel. Thefe were the:
- Az
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Jewith miracles, and many fuch miracles have been.
wrought for America.

Great indeed was their deliverance, becaufe great:
Was their boudage ; but here the comparifon comes .
Qut in our favour, for to fuch bondage were we ne-
ver reduced. 1 know it has been faid, we were
¥haroah’s bandmen in Egypt; (See ch. vi. 21.4).
but this was in defign not.in fa&t.. He was forging«
@ur chains and concealing them in darknefs. We
faw, we reafoned, we united, we took arms, and
refiited.. We have been honoured with being the-
ﬁ}‘ﬁ nation that reafoned before it felt—the firt na.
tion that reafon ever roufed to arms. Never had
the paffions lefs to do in any war than in ours. We.
had no Cafar 1o rou’e our ambition, no Cromwell
to kindie our enthufiaim, no Tamerlane to teach us.
to be crpel..

The hiftory of the Ifraelites commences with.
bordage—bondage the vileft and moft fervile ; and.
fo does the hiftery of moft other mations, unlefs.
their origin be invelved in I Cimmerian darknefs..
Our national hiftory begins with liberty. Liberty
1s lettered in czpitals on the frontipiece, and Li..
herty may be-read in every page. For Liberty we-
fought, and with Liberty has the kind Ruler of na-.
#jons vouchfafed to blefs us.§

- Great was the refcue on the banks of the Red.. |
e e oo s ‘
1 I:have hreard an excellent iermon on the above text by.

my gowd friend the Rev. Jaines M'Ree—a (ermun | hope-
to (ee publithed.

t Cimynerium, a place in Campania in Italy, where was.
the cave of the Sybil. The word is ufed to exprels thinga.
hidden or.obfiure.. |

§ The foundation of our government was not laid ine ./
the gloomy age of ignorance and fuperftition; but at an.
epocha when the rigits of man were more cleariy unders

Buwud, and better defiped than at any former period.
General iVajliugtow's Circuar Letters. |

)
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Sea ; -but:to this I can contralt ours on the banks of |
the Delaware. Nothing at.the Red-Se¢a was above
angelic power, and fome power-more than huinan.
was exerted at.the Delaware.. Angels, guardian
angels, were furely fent to refcue us from ruin.—
Was the fituation of Ifrael more defperate or de-
plorable? Were they a feeble band, purfued by the
armed hofts of a tyrant? So were we. A handfu}
of routed, difperfed and.: difpirited troops, fleeing
before a powerful army, enraged at oppofition and
infolent with viGtory. Nor was the deliverance
lefs fudden or-furprifing. Mofes fays to Ifrael,,
¢ Go forward before your foes ;>’ but another Mo-
fes fays to the America, *“ Turn back to battle.”
He faid-—and like the waters of the Red-Sea, they
{wept down their foes—they funk them like lead in
the mighty waters.

When Ifrael came to Sinai they received the full
code of laws—laws morai, civil and ceremonial-—
circumcifion and the paflover they had received be-
fore. By thefe laws were they diftinguifhed from
other nations, which made the Pfalmit fay, (Pfal.
cxlvii. 19. 20.) ¢ Hefheweth his word unto Jacob,
his ftatutes and judgments unto Ifrael. He hath
not dealt fo with every nation, and as for his judg-
ments they have not knewn them.”

Thefe for the time then prefent were great things
to Ifrael. Compare them, and what are they all?
We have had the fame moral law—we- oppofe to
their bloody rite of circuumncifion, the ealy oerdinance
of baptiim ; and the communion of {aints, to the
laboriaus ceremonies of a Jewith paffover : we. re-
joice that we are delivered from the ‘¢ yoke of bond-
ake; the hand-writing of ordinances now nailed to
the crofs.”” For ye arz not come—here is a coms
parifon between the Jewith and Chriftian churches

~=ye are not came to the Moun: thatmight be touch.
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ed, and that burned with fire, nor unto blacknefs;
and darknefs and tempeit ; but ye are come unto
Mount Zios, not Sinai ; to the Chriftian, not Jew-
tth church ; ye sre come to Mount Zion, and to the
city of the living God. See Heb. xii.

Sach are the diftinguithing privileges of the
Chriftian church; and what Chriftian church on
earth enjoys fuch privileges as the church in the
United States of America? Where doss it enjoy:
fuch religious liberty ? Where is it fo free from re-
ligious tefts and religious eitablifhments? Whereis
there fo much hoemllty of {fentimeat, fo much free-
dom of inveftigation, and fo much candour in re-
fearches for truth ?

But you will fay that the law was given at Sinai,
in majeﬁy moft awful, and by Jehovah himfelf. I
reply, Godthen treated them as children in making
civil laws for them, while he has honoured us as menr
in permitting us to make fuch laws for ourfelves.
But the law was not immediately from Jehovah, for
Paul has affured us that it was given by the mini-
ftry of angels. See Gal. iii. 19. Is there any thing
in the tranfaction above angelic power? And muit
not that power be fuper-human that prefided over
our firong prejudices and paffions, while we were
HIaKIng civil or political laws for ourfelves?

Tell me, my friends and fellow-citizens, which
of thefe is the greateit miracle or the greateft mer-
cy—in lightenings and thunders to give laws by an-
gels to half 2 miilton of people affembled at one:
place, with but one intereft, and without prejudice
or prepofleflion for any political form—or to prefide
over the prejudices and pailions ef many millions,
extended over all chimates and foils, divided into ail
the forms of religion and government, and oppoi-.-
ed by all the jarring interefts of agrlcultm €, Ride
nufacture, trade and commerce ? -
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My foul, T charge thee never to refle&t on this
without a devout a!piration to Heaven. When i
forget this, let my tongue ceave to the roof of my
mouth, and my richt handferget her cunning.

That naticn wnole feeble bands are burfting afun-
der, or even cifecting o fmull reform ¢ is an awful
foclacle.”+ A change even for the better is to be
deplored by the generation in which it is elfected,
becaufe much happinefs muft be facrthced and more
muil be hazarded. Revolutions and political chang-
es are neceJary to human happinefs, but they are
necelfary en a feale too vaft for moft men to com-
prebend. Thevare necefiary on that feale which
extends to all the nations and generavions of tie
world, not to that 2ge or that place in which they
are attemptad.

Through the period of our Conventional debates
my heart has often trembled for my loved native
comrry.  We may all cremble at the retrofpedt,
and turn pale at the recolleétion.  Surely the pro.
vidence of God has prefided over the paffens of
men, and has made ovr }contefts and concellions i
be equally ufeful.  Our conceflions efltublithed the
federal government, and our contefts dittufed poli-

+ Federalif}.

t Ytieremarkable, that in tte Federal Convention the
Diitentients were only three, Meflieur< Cerry, Randolnh
and Mafon. ¢ Such aninfrance of unarim ty, on a great
narional obje&, can fcarcely be paralleled tn any conntry,
and con only be aferibed to the inituence of that Being in
whote hand are the hearts and vunderftandings of men.”

Asuincs,

In the State Conventions there was more diffenticn. Ag
many ftutes »flented 25 were neceflary to adopt the Iederal
Contitution; asmany diffented as were necefary to pro-
cure the amendments.  Ow the whole, our concefliv s and
dif*rflons appear to be Lalanced by a wiflcm and power
more than human,

“B
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tica! information, and taught our rulers- that. they

have freemen to govern.
The Hraelites ’nrnuwh the wildernefs were fed

with manna, which dlfappcqred on their arrival at
the promxfed land. Would it be deemed fanriful
fhould I paralize this with our Continental money ;
and yet it has been paraitzed both by ftatefinen and
divines. Certainly paper monev has, like monna,
m')rorted us through the wildernefs, thatis through
the war, and the"l like manna, it abuoft inftantly
difap pe"rco

Tbe Ifraelites depreciated their manna,- ¢ QCur
fouls, fay they, loath this lizht food.” See Num.
Xxi. §. Our food was ha‘ucr. Nanna peflefiad
Tome intriniic virtue, but p paper money niene.  And
vet this weak and w orthlefs thing was the ftrenath
and finews of the war.+ The Ifraclites who de-
preciated their manna, were probably diffatisfed
with :ts difappearance ; and {o it happened 10 fomne
of us, though the contiruation either of the manna
Qr the money would have been equailv pernicious.
It would have encouraged idlencfs and uﬁpauon :
the fource of ail crimes, the tane of. all coaununi.
tics. The Jews could have no queltion with re-
fpe& to their manna, but with usthe queftion was,
Shall more paper-money be emitted > This queilion
engroffed the public mind in the years 1786 and
1787, and was fairly and judicroully determined in
the negative. Some theve are who ftill complain
of this mealure as the cav’e of hard times, fcarcity

of money and approaching ruin. For my own part,
M
$ Thouch born witi conltitut on frail,
And feeble dirength that foon mult fai';
Yet firangely vers'd in ma gic lore,
And gifred with transforming power;
Its fkill the wealth Peruvian joins,
With diamond of Brazilizn mincs.
See Trumsulldc M Firgall, an Americanfoem.
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I'rejovcc to hear of fuch hard times and {uch fcarci-
v of monev, becaufe I Lope they wili not ruin us
but {ave us from ruin. \uh bard tunes wx’l mend
har 1 times, and fuch {carcity of money will make 1t
pleatier. Tt will =ncreafe labm.r, and labour, net
money, is the wealth of 2 nation.+ Every induli-
trious citizen, unlefs defrauded ty the injuitice of
lazy knaves, oug'it to have 1cney, and will have
encush for every ulcful purpeie, = .11 170 otker man
umxt to expect or’ pmi“.b 1t

i proceed toa view of the fal. of Jericho, as the
firft fruits of the conqueft of Capaun.. With this
I will conzrat the full of York-Town and capture
of Cornwallis—an event this more extenfive in the
lcere and more complicated in circumftances.  The
fcerne extended to two grear nationrs, on two great:
continents, {eparated by a grext ocean three thou-
fand miles over. It included a period of ot lefs
than {even months, from the plan to the execution.
And it was to us the hanpy terinination of the war.
‘"Not one thing {imilar-can be predicated of the :.Jlﬂ
of Jericho.

But vou will {ay the fall of jencho was a miracle..
Here I beg ieave torecite-the words of &l de Baun-
dole, Chapl.uu 1o the French Embafly; 1781.. Ina-
publm difcourie delivered befere-Congrefs and the
French Miuifter, he thus pecks—¢ We have feen.
thefe niracles that God wrought for his own chof-
en people; renmewed in our favenr:  We have {feen.
the walls of another Jericho fated to fall before ano-
ther Jothua. It is he who commands the winds,.
the feas and feafons, vho fermed-a jundtion on the
fame day, in the faine hour, between a formidable:
fleet from the fouth, and an army rufhing from the:

north like an unpetuous torrent.’”’
W
T See Smith’s Wealth of Natious, and confider the Rres-
(emsttate of Spain,
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Let us not then aferibe all this to the wifdom of
our General:; or the bravery of cur troeps ;3 buc
to the wifdom and power of the God of armies,
who has thus vifibly mterpofed in cur beh:lf.

I proceed to notice the detection of Achan, a for-
did wretch, who troubled the camp and coft it a de.
fext.. With this I contraft the detcftion of Arnold,
ancther {crdid wretch, anothier troubler of the camip,
whefe plot and detection were mere complicated
than Achan’s—detedted by the virtue and patriot-
ifm of three prain formers, Paveping, Vax Virr
and WitrLiavs; whoie nimes fheuld never be for-
gotten by tLe lovers of liberty.

Achan’s nwahpry was contined to the ca \mp—
Arno‘ d’s extended to our enewv.  Achan’s coft T4

el a defeat, Arnold’s coft us nothing though it
Jeonarded all.  Our brave General Walh nuton _
judging from the danger wnd deliverance, has pro
nounced this event more hg)nal than any *hat pxe-
ceded it thio uéjnout the courfe of the war. Take
his own words in a letier to a friend—¢¢ In no -
ftance fince the con'mencement of the war, hkas the
Jinterpofition of Providence apy eared more conipi-
cum.s. than in the refcue of the poft and garriion of

Weit-Poins.” |

'T'he Mraelites, after a war that continued feven
vears, yained peaccable pofleflion of the good land ;
but this land was no better thau any other land.
It was no natural aavantages, butthe care of Hea-
ven, (fee ch. x1. 12.) that diftinguifhed 1t from
other countrics. America, in natural advantages is.
equal to any country under Heaven. Nature hcre
bas marked her detigns on as large a fcale, and ex-
ecuted them with us boid a hand, as in any other
par: of the world.
[ e e —————————y

+ See Encyciopedia 0. America—jefferfon’s Notes, Que-
ry IV.—and Robertfon’s Hittory of America, Voal, 11,
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Where will you go to find more ftupenduous piles
of mountains? What is the Lebanon of judea or
even the Alps and Pyrennces, compared in exrent

o~ with the Apalachizn, cr in altitude with the Andes?
The plains of Omto the bafe of the Andes, are
higher abuve the level of the fea than the top of
the Pyrrennes.

‘i he leaft of our rivers can vie witii the river
Jordun. The St. Lawrence rolls its waters through
more 1z les, and along a &1 greater extent of coun-
try.  Nor is the Mitiippi, the Miflouri, the Ama-
zen or La Plata iurpmed in the length of courfe or

slume of water, by the Dauube, the Nile, the
C..Ao yes, Or any other river on the face ot the
earth.

America can boaft a foil and vegetation as rich,
as ]u‘:ur‘mt, and as various as any other quarr.r of
the globe.  Where wiil you find a greater variety
cf trees and plants, either medicinal, efculent, orna-
mental, or uieinl for fabrication. Very probably
Lo lels than ten thoufand different ipecies are the
natives ¢f ﬁ\merlca, and thefe are half the whole
number vet known.t

More than three hundred are the fpecies of her
indigenous animals.  Her quadrupeds are in frecies
more than an hundred more numerous than in any
other quarter of the world, nearly equal in number
to the {pecies of all other quarters put together,
and in magnitude greatly furpafiing all.$  The fpe-
cies of birds in America, North and South, are p1o-

bably not much lefs than two hundred ; and this is
SRR ARREEE S W

t See Jefferfon’s Notes. Query 1L, and VI. and Encya.
clopedia, on the word Mexico, in which country have been
inm id 12co fpecies of medicinal plants, not including other

lll(}?.

{ From the hones of the Mammoth found at the Salines
of Holftein, it appears to have.beensix times me cubit vo-
lume of the eiephant. ~
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ene fourth part of the whcle number of fpecies any
where to be found.t
Anerica has her mines, her metals and her mis
nerals at leait in proportion to anv ctler part of the
world.  Who has not heard of the goid and filver
" of -Mexico and Yera, and the diainends of Brazil:
If the United States have been tournd gold, filver,
copper and lead; aifo amy:wyils, emeralds, and
other precicus ftones ; the load-{tone, the aiseftos;
gypieous garths 2ud ochres of various kinde.1 -
You {ee then the varietv and magniiade of the
obje&ls which America pretents.  Can theie grand.
objects belitrie the human mind, or degeneraie the
man ¢f ‘America? Isthere any thing in fact to coun-
tenarce the affertion of foreigners, ¢¢ that America.
has never preduced a man ot genius?”’ Among the
aligriginal inhabitants, we find all the genivs that
can be expecéted inthefavage ltute 5 and'among tie
‘emigrant, we find a W ASHINGTON, a Frankriy;a
Ri1TTENEOUSE, a JEFFERsaN,§ and cthers, whoin
theknowledge of war; politics, philofophy, &c. are
tinferior to none which Europe can now boatt.
On the whole, let us render our {incere and hear-
ty thanks to ¢ Him that has appointed the nations

their habitation,”” that he has given us another
I SRS - :

t See Goldfmith’s Asimated Nature. The Condor of
America furpatles in fize, courage and {trength, the whole
{lying tribe in any other quarter of the glube.

{ See Jefrerfon’s Notes,

§ It has ac firlt roufed my indignation, and -afterwards
excited my. compaflion, to obferve the ignorance and infos
lence of fome foreigners with refpect to America, Ameris
can underilanding and American education. Theie men
have /eft the country, the feats of (cience, and the people
they (ay they prefer, and have come and broaght their chil-
dren, to a country, to {eminaries, and citizeus which they
atie@ to de/pif>.  Can pride and folly he more united or
more difplayed ? —1 have tad fume foreigacrs, for this is-
100 Lhe couduct of all,
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1Canaan not inferior to the former—a land ﬁswiﬁg

with milk and henev—a country inferior in atural
-{vantages to no couniry on the face of the curth.

1 rou:ed ro.vremark a dangerous intedtine com-
mot.ein between Ifraclite and liraelite after the
quiet pofiefion ¢f the land.

The ftory (iee Jofh. :li.) is bricfir this—The
tribes that hm! taken lets on the ower tide Jordan,
\\cmov"r tec hphtfor the'rbrethren. At the clofe

£ the war th(‘*‘ wer@ difmificd bv Jofina, =nd on
their return builded an altar.  This altar was fup-
pofed to have been raifed inrebeilion, and all Ifra-
el ruked teoether to baitle; hut by the mterpoﬁ
tion of Fhu ehas, peace was reitcied without
f.edding of blood.

To this commotion I can oprofe another nct lefs
alarming, nor lefs happily ifued—the lute infur-
reétion in the Weftern country, and the feafonable
contreul by another Phinchas.

On this fubject let us make a few obfervations,
which I hope will be uvicful, and then proceed to
fomething more agreeable.

The law which was cppofed, I never viewed as a
bad ere. I have always confidered it asa check o_n
Juxury, or atax on trmrﬂ reffors.  But had it bee
initfelf a bad law, it ought not to have been op poi-
ed unnl other meafures had been .xttcmptcn.,and SRE
til it had been known o be intollerable to a majori
ty of the nation. (‘pr*o{ tion would then hw
been jullifiable on the principles of juftice andalfo
of p(\ll(v, that is probubilitv of fuccefs.

‘On thele principles we muft blame cur fellow-ci-
tizens.  For.whether deludirg or deluded, whether

from a love of liberty or anaichy, the tcnden(v of

their condué was to fubvert republicanifm, to fub-
Ject majority to minerity, and remionftrance to com.
Jullions Inaw ord, the qucﬁxcn was this—** Shaj H

n
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the Federal Government be eftablithed or fink down
to perdition ?”?

We have therefore to thank the F‘nw of Nations,
for the continuation of a goverument, ¢ which efta.
- bliltes liberty with omer -’ ana our beloved Pre.
fident, for the prudence, ﬁr*m‘"(~ and moederation,
with which he has d:rkc’ted this arduous affair.—
What a fhiame isit to complain of the expence of
an arimoment, which, if ]efs, micht have .}eolmrded
the lives of thoufands! What isthe amount of the
v hole when balanced with the life of a fingle citi
zen?

Over this fubje®@ let us now drop the curtain,
remewbring the fhame of our tellow-citizens no
more.

The laft particular is the eilect of the whole up-
on the nations round abeut.

Ce'ebrating the elfects of deliverance at the Red-
Sea, NMofes fd) —¢The people fhall be afraid, Pa.
]eﬁme, Fdom, Moab an Cmaan, {liall be forrow.
ful, amared, tremble and melt awav.” {Sce Exod.
xv.) And in this chap'er. (verfe 6.) he favs, that
the nations hcaring of thetfe fatutes, all fuyv ““ fure-
Iv this ¢reat nation 152w ife and underftanding peo-
I’lo )

What cre all thefe effe@s compared with ours?
We have beheld thie beams of celeftial light fiream-
myg, not over the Red-Sea or over Jm dan, but
acrofs the broad Atlantic.  We have feen Kings-
and Courts, and defpots of all defcrxpt'mr‘ combi-
ned againft Liberty. Exulting in their plots.

* ’Tis done, they cried and laugh’d aloud,

The ceurts of darknels rang wits joy,
Th’ old ferpent hifs’d, and hell arew proud,
And Freedom meurn d her ruin woh. "

t Watt's Lyric Poems altcred,




\

T w T
But he that fits in hcaven has langhed, the Lord

has {corned them ail. He has roufed the friends of

freedom. He has irradiated and animated them
with his beams. He has benighted and confounded
the hoit of oppreffors.  He has turned the dark fide
of the cloud to Pharoalt and the Egyptians. He
‘has taken off their chariot wheels—they funk like
lead 1 the mirhey waters.

He has already hirled down a mighty monarch
from tire throne, and caufed a nution to be ““ born at
once’’—a Lliinced bipotted nation to be regenerat-
ed in a dav. Ile has miade us hear the {weet voice
of Libertv, refoundiag from: the fuores of France,
and from the foreits of Poland.+ He is cpeniny;
the cres of all nuticas. He is letting them kuow,
that ¢ to be free, they need only will freedom.?’—
in a word, he has raijed in our own a couniry, ¢ a
monument to Liberty as alefion to the oppretlor and
the opprefled.””+

N friends, when vou review the celebrated ef-
Tects wirch have already arilen from the American
levointion, veou may {ay to your couatry as the

American poet,

“ tuail tair Columina, whofe immortal fame,.
TLro’ the wiole earth already fhreads thy name.”™

As to the future our hopes can fcarcely four too
high.  Led on bv the lichts of reveiation and rea-
fon what revolutions in favour of liberty may we
not expect? T'o e it is probable that cvery nation
' ’_&'“_.M

T Since the preachizg of this >ermon. (February mth)
I have read the aiilidting ftory of the fubjugation of Polund:
hy the armies of the F.mprets of the North. Let the pa-
triots of Poland, let tie lovers of liberty every where,
eonfole themielves, that this meafure will a.celerzre the
downtall'of crowns aad courts, by raifing againft them uai..
ver{al abhorrence.. .

# Sentiments of the-Gallic Hero, the Marquis de Ia Faga-

ette, 3 2
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aow curied with a King or a Court will fhortly e~
wnvelved in the Hames of ware The world is be-
comuncweary. of Kirgs, and determining to be rid:
6f them—uwio can read their hiftory and wonder?
But pride will not {u%r them to come down from
thiir thrones till ruin hurls them down.  They will ;
ke fupporzed by a tribe of fycophants who wil! op-
pole the liberties of the people. Revelation has .
al{a affured us that the time will come, perhaps now
1s, when the Lord hath made bare his holy arm ia .
thke eves of all the naticns, and all the ends of the
earth. thall fee the falvation of Ged. Ifa. lii. 10.4
WYWhen the fowls of Heaven are called to ¢¢ eat the -
the flefh of kings and the fleth of mighty men.””"
Rev. xix. 17. 18. Thele paflages very probably
exprefs events which are eitlier some or drawing
nser: for to no former events thatI know.can they
he reterred..

In thefe convulilve firuzgles between courts and -
eottares, between liberty and. tyranny, with what-
rational rapture thall our hiftory be read? *¢ Narix
ags fhall catch infpiration from the.era ot 1776.771
An era memorzable indeed—an era when nerved:
with defperation we fouglht and-conquered.  When
nazions fhall read this—when they fhall i¢e the gla-
ry ta which we have arifen, they fhall learn never -
to defpair—¢¢ They fhall bow to the riling glory of
Amecerica, and Rome, once miftrefs of the world,
thall fade on remembrance.”’§. |

Antient Rome is of:en celebrated—Dbut what was-,
apiiert Rome? She arofe to a glaring outfide gran.

. TP TSR

4.See a.fermrecn by Dr. Smith of Philadelphiay on the -
above text, Alov.a fermon by the Rev. Silas Mercer, ab
she beginning of the late war;

t See Dr. Ladd’s Oration, Charlefton, July 4; 1785, Iax:
akis Oration are miny ftrokes of the Oratugs..

§.Dr. Ladd's Oration, .
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déur—fhe exhibited a fair exterior—fhe was a whits-
ed fepulchre, but within were rottennels, corruj-

tion and dead mens bones.—In the glare of tri-

umnphs the hid captive kings:and conquered coun-

‘tries.  Judea itflf was ome of her conquefts.

Was thisfreedom? Was this ke 1mdependent Ams-

rica, or regenerated France, even in the midit of

all her late convulitons? What ledons ot inftructicn

may mankind learn from us? Leffons which they can

learn from no other nations—leffous which may en-

lighten, harmonize and m:liorate the human race..
How great the price put into their hands to get

wifdom? How great the glory refle¢ted onusas Le-

giflators for- the worid, and on our country as the

empire of reafon, phtofophy, and politicaland re-

ligious inveltigation

Toclofe the v hole—God has done more for Unie-
ed America, and thereby more for all mankind,
than he ever did before for Ifrael. ¢r for any other
nation. For though it mzay be cbjected that Lie has
not aGually fed us: with manna, nor kept our
tclothes frem waxing old; nordreught water from
the rock, no:rdivided the waters, nor made.the fun
ftand ftill fo~ us—yetr has he done many things for
us which have no parallel in the annals of the Jew-
ih or any cther nation,

Wlhen Ifrael became a nation, they were in the
wildernels, but hulf-a million m number; 21l the na-
tions, even their brother Edom, their enemy. At
the conquelt of. Canaan they were in no danger
from an.army- diflutisfied and ambiticus ;- for the na.
tion itfelf was the.army... In cther nations it has

not.been fo, witnefs Julius Cic'ar and his.veterans..
\ IR e
T See chap. viii. 4. which fone tiink only.means thag
they were timeouny (upplied with new garinents, as they.
were with flowe, oif, &c. (Ses Namb. viii j by, Midian. .
tame. othen tribecin e wildernefs..

L]
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W hen we became a nation the heathen had been
-alreadv calt out, and we in pofleflion of tire promil.
-ed land. We were more than three millions in
number, and many nations our {riends—iome of

.them allies to aid us through the war. Durmni

the war, and at the cicfe of it, how perilous was

cur htu.mou, and how great our deliverance from
curfeives? Who did not tremble at the revolt of
the Pennivivania jine, when they charged buavonets
-on their beloved Wavne, when they cried out—
“ General, we love, we revere, we veucraie vou,
but if you attempt to ftep us vou are a dead man
Who was not {truck with ublime attonifhment to
fee them feizing two Britiih emiffaries irom a Bri-
-tith General, and delivering them up to the ven-

geance of their cou: nry —that very couutry ol

whote ngsratitude thev were cowy \I ..zmm and
from w buie fervice they were revoltmg

Not lefs aftonithing was the condud of the whole
.army at the end of the war—when they exhibited
two woaders to the world—an army firtt victerious
over its.enewmies, then over iifelr.  An army lefs
brave never would have fom’.zt throuvh the wur,
and one leis patient would not have ditbanded at
the ead of 1. Oh my loved country—how totter-
ing thy fudependence, whena few nery {pirits at.
tcmp.ed o inflame tI\c whele arinv? Where weie
thy liberty had a Julius Cierar been there 2 But by
the wifdom of a WasiHingToN, whe piedged him-
felf that pabiic juilice {hould be donz them, they
put off the foldier and affumed the wiicen, lud
down their arms and returned to thelr *arms.
¢ Swords turn’d to thares, and wars to rural toil,
The men who fav’d, now CLlnvatP tie {oil..
In no heroic age fince tims began,
Appeared fo great the majefty of man.’ 3

L ——— T ————
—— SR

1 Colonel Humphries..
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Ro fings the American poet, and fo {feaks Geres
ral \‘s'al‘:gngt\m of th's dignified acton—<¢ Had this
dav,”? fays he. March 13, 1783,) ¢ been wanting,
the world had ..ever feen the laft ftage of perfection
to which humzn naturc is capable of attaining.”

On a review oi oar public affairs, we may fee
that, befides the beaontics of heaven common tous
and cther nations, we are now in poileflion of three
fingular favours—independence—a free federal go-
‘'vernment—and peace foreign and domettic.

Our independence was the refult of force, our
general government the confequence of reflection
and experience, and peace was the ifflue of the
whole. For independence we ftruggleil with a fo-
reign foe, for government we contetted with our
own patizons and prejudices, and pesce was again the
iflue of the whole.

When Iirzel croffed the Red-Sea, they thought
that their labours and dangers were at an end, fo
thought we when independence was gained s but
then began our danger. Qur foes {fpread the fnure
and we rufied headlong into foreign luxuries, fo-
reign vices and foreign debts. ¢ We tforfook the
trade of thefe nations by whom we had beep well
treated, and rufbed into the arms of Dritain with a
dpirit not horourable, and a hafle not profitable, for
which we {uftered as we deferved.”+ Qur public
irtue and public credit funk down together. Dy
habits of idlenefs and diffipation contracted through
the war, by the laxity of eur federal government
anc the loofenefs of our morals, we verged to a
crifis v hich I treble to think of. :

It was during this crifis that a wife American
faid, ¢* It is yet to be decided whether the Revolu-

1T  F
T Sylvius’s Letters.—Suppclcd to be written b Dr
Willizmifon, t Gereral Wafhington, v

C
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tion be ultimately confidered a blefling or a curfe.”

Tt was at this crifis that another American pre-
ferred this prayer and this plaint :

““ Reftrain dread Power, our land from crimes,

What teeks, tho’ bleft beyond all times,

So queruleus an age !
W hat means to freedom fuch difguft
Gf change, of anarchy the luit,
The ficklenefs and rage!
The {torm is calm’d, ferer’d the heaven,
And mildly ¢’er the climes of even
Expands th’ imperiai day.
O God, the fource of hght fupreme,
Shed on our duiky morn a beam,
10 guide our doubtful way.”

It was at this crifis that we were told by a foreion.
er,+ ‘“ You zre become the derifion of Euro; e,
you have waded to independence through a fea of
blood, and you are now wading to a general go-
vernment turmwh a fea of bhmdera.” At t.!;c
fame crifis we were told by another forcigner,1
*¢ The eyes of all Europe are uponyou. They re-
fpeé@ you for what you have been, admire you feor

-awhat you might 'be, and de!pife you tor what you
are.”’

But Heaven opened our eyes—we faw the dclu-
five fnares our foes had fpread for our feet. We
vrere roufed from our delufive purfuius. We faw
the winged bolt of deftruction poifed at our heads.
We united and formed a firin, free, federal govera-
ment.

Inftantaneous was the change.  Induftry, honef-
ty and order again vifited cur habitations; public
credit snce more yrave us charadter aid confequernice
anong the nations ; ard has very prebabiy at this

m
4 Dr. Price.  { Marquis de Chaftellux,
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érifis prevented the horrors of war foreign or doe
meltic.  So that with a poet co-patriot and coun-
tryman we {ing,

« Hail Peace thou witnefs of owr happier days,
Hail heavenly bern, to thee we tune our lays.§”’

W hile almoft all the nations on earth are now tear-
ing each other to pieces, America enjoys peace and
public tranquility.. No country on earth now 1s,
and none perhaps ever were i profperous. Hea-
ven has fuccceded the wifdom and bravery of Ge-
neral Wayne and his army. The Indian war is fuc-
cefsful and drawing to ar end. The great mals of
the people have difplayed laudable zeal to fupport
the general government, and the mittaken few have
returned to their duty. Our foreign negociations
have probably been fuccefsful, and the prefent poi-
feflors of our Weltern Pofts wili joon recede from
their menaced intrufions.

For thefe tavours we are, under Heaven, indebt-
ed to the univerfal fucce’= of the French arnies;
to the negociations of our Minifter at the Britifh
court, to the good fenfe and pacific difpofition of the
people and Prefident of the United States, to the
prompt and a&ive {fupport of the federal government
by the citizens of the Middle States, and to the
brave and patriotie exertions of our army and citi-
zens alo~g the northweftern frontier. ~

May the profperity we enjoy become wniverfal to
the nations! may the peace we poflefs be the dawn
of peace permanent and waiverful! Let us with the
American poet,

Hail the fair dawn of univerfal peace,
W hen hell-born difcord thro’ the earth fhall ceafe.

Peace! ¢ 'I'hou mild and modelt harbinger of fe-

licity, thou amiable wanderer’”+ through the world,,
AR S

§ Col. Hamphrey.
t Wilfun's Oration. Philadelphia, July 4, 1788,
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be America thy fixt future veﬁdcnc* be her metro-
polis the capital of tay vaft deminions, and may thy
damninions be - extenflive as thie habitable earth

IMPROVEMENT.

““ And now O Ifracl”—rathe: now O America,
United America, ¢ what doth the Lord require of
thee i’ The aniweris, ‘“ to fecr the Lord thy Ged,
to walk in his ways, and to love him. I o de juilly,
to love mercy, and to walk hwnbiy with thy God.>?
€h. x. 12, 13- Micah vi. 8.

1he chief duties of this day are thefe—to give
thanks for maflt favours—tc pray for their prolon-
gmon-—and to ufe a proper diligence to prolong
ihem.

To exercife the firft of -thefe you muit be fenfis
ble of your obligations to the giver, of the immeix{’e
value of the gift, and of the capacxty of eftimatin
at.

You mult be fenfible of the independence of th.c
¢iver, and of your dependence on hitn—on him te
whom your g roodnefs extendeth not—on him who 1§
not proﬁted by your righteoufnefls—on him who
needeth but to gather s breath, and all creatures
muft periih together. Pfal. %vi. 2. Job xxxv. 8.

You muit confider hini as your creator, preferver,
benefactor and friend—you mult confider that crea-
tion and providence lay a juft foundation for go-
vernment ; and that therefore you fhiould {ubmit te
anis laws, bemuxc they are for your good. ‘LI'he
King of Kings #s no arbitrary tyrant, the Governor
of the nations rules them by juftice and mercy.

To all this yeu mult add a proper eftimate of the
gifts, and alfo of the capacity of muking the eiti-
mation ; for kiberty can only be conceived by minds




£ 29 ]

¢hat are frec—the fouls of flaves are too much de.
bafed to comprehend either the number or the va:
Jue of your blefilngi.  ln pumber indeed they are
wanite, and in value immeufe. We can bat enu-
merate fome of them, ~~d of thefe we can take but
an impe rfe® view. Patnung over a recital of the
comnon bounties of Heaven, let us try to eftimate
the value of Independence, government and peace.

In order to this be pleafed to confider what was
our fituation while we were firuggling for thefe
bleflings, what would have been cuar {rtuation hag
we oot obta'ned then', and shat is our cendition
row we enjoy them. ‘

Place before vour eyes the deplorable fcenes of
the late war, and the more deplorabie fcenes of
fervitude, had we not been vitorions. Hark ! the
found of the truwpet, “ The battle of the warri,
or with confufed noif2,”> and behold, ‘“ The gar-
ments rolled in blood.” Ifa. ix. 5.
~ Again call up to view the alarming crifis of your
Conveational debates. Atk your own hearts what
would have been the cuifequence had your bonds
burt afunder! When would you have united in
another General Convention,or in another confli-
tation of a federal form?

The truth is had you loft either independence or
1 good general government, an experiment the mofk
hair, and a profped the moit fattering would have
difcouraged the efforts of freedom, and epened in
future a wider fcene for fervitude and woe tham
ever was opened fince the days that God created
man upon the earth. -

How very different are both our pofleflions and
our profpiects ! Heaven has vouchfafed to blefs us
with the ineffable blefling of peacs ; a blefling which
gives a relith to every other, and whenunited wirk
feedom and fawe, is on carth the fupreme good.

.
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This bleﬁing we now enjoy, and ook forward ra
the happy, happy days when it fhall be enjoyed by
all the nations.
“ When Peace, fair Peace, fhall {pread from fhore

to: fhore,

Till cenqueft ceale and flavery be no more.” -

The next duty is prayer—prayer to the kind au.
thor of thefe favours gracioufly to profong them.
I fay not to encreafe but prolong them. 1 havene
thoughts of praying for the extending of our em-
pire, or encreafe of our outward profperity. I
will pray, as the wife Roman tribune, not that
the empire be extended, but that its prefent limits
be preferved; that there be ‘“ no breaking in’ by
mvafion, *¢ nor going out” by captivity, *‘ nor
. coamlamma” of grievances “‘ in our itreets.”” See
Pfal. Cxliv.

Nor will 1 pray, nor alk you, my friends, to pray §

for the encreate of our eutward profperity, becaule
that we already enjoy as much.at prefent as ungrate
ful creatures are able to bear. 1 believe that mors
territory—have we not too much already ? —more
national wealth or natienal glory, without more
public wifdom and virtue, would tumble us down

from the giddy precipice, and be a curfe initead of |

a blefing. I have on this fubjeét one prayer for
my couniry and myfelf : It is gais, ¢ Give neither -
riches nor poverty, but cenvenient food.” Give .
neither the reinement of a luxuricus, nor the rude-
nefs of a barbarous ftate ; but let me live,
‘“ W here holds fociety its middle ftage,
Between too rude and tvo refin’d an age.”

As to other things I have but another petition—
“ Grant wifdom and virtue.”” This was the pray-|

er cf the wife King of Ifrael for himfelf.

w
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1 Fines 1. This wos the praver of Nofes for his
¢ .fon. Dedte xxxit. 29, This was the [raver of
sncent Sparta, sud o .ould be the praver of ail wife
pations sld wilem: s

jlifdem and 1 v e 1 Lacenic fivle ! what do they

not cump::mnus Ny frienas, iet them be your
daily prever. U iﬁum '—: s comprehends know-
Jedme. of which itis the right ufe, and it alfo in-
cludes the :neaiis of ubtamlna it. 1o pray for the
extending ot ‘¢ true and ufetul knowledge,” is an
important part of the buinefs of this day, .and con-
jains a petitton for the Univerfiy of North-Caro-
lina, and for zll other {eminaries of literature
througheut the worid.

To recommend this grand o.nec't t0 yOur prayers
need 1 fay any thine of its utility and importance ?
Surely Ireed not enumerate ihe exertions that have
been every where made by vife ngations nor thofe
now n'.al\m'r by our fifier-ftaies.

¢ May our bmvemty P miper,” is my daily prayer.

“ Hifdom and virtue I’* A part of ‘the bufinefs of
this doy is to pray for virtue ; for cthe exercife and
habits of induilry 2nd order, of {cbriety, tempe-
rance, juitice and mercy.

How powerful, my friends, is the teficacy of
praver, and how mnrortant to our hnppinefs are
the bleflings fought for ' Aud not to us mone, but
to all nations. Confider the rieient flate of the
nations, and vou wuft fee the 1mportance of cne
9x\lum at lealt, one /. ft retrcat for man.

" O thou Supreme! whole mnd fuftaims this bail,
Bencath whote nod the natiun: rife and fall ;
Prepidous finiley and (hed diviner charms
On thys bledt land, the feat .of arts and arms.:

AIANES SRS LR TEINSt

- e - e

t A difcourfe hoo oo aeavered on the above (ubje
in $xlitbury, fhertly betore Yus fermon was delivered there.
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Make our creat empire rife on wifdem’s plam,
T he feat of blits, and laft retrect <f mon”¢

While we hoid out this afyium, while we ogpen
this retrear, let us ro: extend owr arms too \vxde
to foreigners; let w diftinguith, if pofitble, the
tenerdte and fleady fr.endq Gl treedoxr, from the
friends of depotnm, or the enemies of all £OVern.
ment ; let ys reither encourace emigration by pe.
cuuar immunities, nor difcourage it by unnecefiary
oh‘lru&:ons.

T am fenfible of the difficulty of making this difs
tin&tion, and of the danger of vwhoily neglc&n.g ite
Qur coverrments are founded on the free princi.
rlcs of nawral reafon and right. ‘I heie are not
the principles of defportic c'o"ernmmr nor are they
the principles of thofe men that have been much
profited or much injured by them.  Few will ftop
at the "¢ point of temperate liberty;”’1 but either
hate all reftraint, or love defpotifm.

It bécomes us therefore 1o give every private en.
couragement to tlie true and temperate {riends of
freedom ; and at the {zme time to remember, that
th'mgh tbe glory of a nation confifts m the multl-
tude of her citizen:s, (See Prov. xiv. 28.) yet it al-
fo corfifts in their charadter and confequence—in
their krowledge, their moderation, and their well
regulated love of liberty. O God,
~ ‘Ihy fure deferce through nations round

HKath {pread cur rifing name,

And all our feeble eﬂ%rts crown’d

With free(?)m and with fame.

In deep diftrefs cur injured land

Implor’d thy pow’r to fave,

For life we pray’d, thy bounteous hand

The timely blefling gave.

e A )
¢ Hiftory of America by Col. tinmphreys,
t Jefterfon.

|
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And wilt thou not O God hear our-prayer for the
pations of the earth! Wilt thow not give them the
¢ timely blefling,”” which thou haft given us { Wheu
wilt thou be pleafed to vouchfale them that civil
and religious liberty at home, which they are fly-
ing here to enjoy?

Shine, mighty God, on Zion ihine,
~ With beams cof heav’nly grace:

Reveal thy pow'r thro’ all the earth,

And fhew thy {iniling face.

. God the Redeemer {catters round,

His choic’ft blefling here -

While the creation’s utmoft bound,

Shall fee, adore and fear.

| Burlew’s Improv: Pf. xxii & Ixvii.

The laft part of our duty is, to ufe a proper
diligence to prolong thefe bleffings to ourfelves,
and extend them to others.

God bhas done-his part but ke will not de ours.
He gives rain and funlhine, but he will not break
up the ground nor fow it with feed. He has not
given freedom, but ¢ the will to be free.”” He will
do nothing for ns that we can do for ourfel ves, but
!18 will do every thing for us which we cannet, that
15, all our proper and perfevering exertions he will
aown with fuccefs. He has fo conftituted things,
that a proper induftry fhall lead to every +moral
excellence that can adorn human nature, and to
every tkind of happinefs it can enjoy either in this
life or that which is to come.. ‘.

Such is the inportance of 2 well direted induf-
tiy, and fuch the view of it by all wife men. So-
lomon has multiplied proverbs on this fubje&. Hear
what he fays to the flupgard—¢ Go to the ant thoe

t The two preceding fentiments had been amplificdin a
fermon delivered beforer ! Pl , -
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fusaard, confider her ways and be wife. He he-
vomeih poor that dealeth with aflack hand, but the
hand of the diligent miketh rich. The harnd of
the diligeat fhail bear raie, but the ilothful fhalf
be under tribute. Seeft thou a man diligeatin bu.
finefs, he.fhall ftand before Kings;”’ that is, he
fhall be henbtured, for what have we 4ny more to
do with Kinge? ¢ I went by the field of the fleth-
ful, and by 'the vineyard of the man void of under-
ftanding. And Joit was all overgrown with thorns,
and nettles had covered the face thereof, .zd the
ftone wall thereof was broken down. Then [
{aw and confidered it weli. 1 looked upon i, and
Teceived inflrution. Yet a little {leep, a little (ivu-
ber, a little folding of the hunds to fieep. So fhall
1hy pover:y come as one that travelleti, and thy
‘want as an armed man.’> Thefe are fenie of the
proverbs of Solvmon. :

I am fo much pleafed with the fhort fentimental
rules and reafons of our ezonomical Franklin, thas
Y beg leave 1o adorn my fermen with fome cf them.
Thete two in particulzr have engaged my stzent-
on, and may be ufeful to my country.

1. ¢ Let indaftry and honeity be thy conflant
<sompanions, and
- 2. Spend a penny lefs annually than thy clear
gamn.  Obferive thefe two rules and be happyv.

Thus fhalt thou bantth the bleak winds of adver-
fity from thy foul, and thus have independence for
thy fhield and bu-kler, thy helmit and thy crown.”
Again he fpeaks to this effect—

‘ Americang, you have two great fields for in-
duftry, two great fources of wealth, the ocean and -
the land, agriculture and the fitherics. He who
puts a feed into the ground, fhall be rewarded with
forty ; and he who drawsup a f{}i from th¢ watess,

drayws up a piecs of filver.”
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I with that time would permit me to fay many
things on the dignity, utii:ty and happinels of the
agricuitural itate. I judpe them by no means be-
low the dignity of the molt digniied preacher.

Solomon the wife King of Ifrael, deigns to treat
fuch fubjeds as thefe. He has fzid, that whola
tilleth his land, fhail be fatished with bread; and
whofo kcepeth a fig.tree, fhall eat of the fruit;
and the Ring himfeif is ferved by the field. 1han
agriculiure, there s no ftate comes nearer to the
criginal intention of Heaven. Both for virtue and
happinefs, it greatly furpaffes either the fkepherd,
kunter or commercial ftate; and all the mechanic
arts berrow cheir dignity and utility from it. They
are honcurable, or otherwife, only as they are con-
nected with agricuiture. ,

No ftate can be happier than that of the farmer,
and no farmer happier than the American, who is
fubject to ro imperious landlerd, but calls the foil his
own, and cuitivates it with confcious freedom. On
the retrofpect, aud in profpet he can fay,

‘“ Hail agricuiture, by whofe parent aid,

The deep :oandation of our ftates was laid.

O {till conduct us on thy fober plan, -

Great fource of wealth, and earlieft friend of man.”

Ecrliefl jriend of mun. Agriculture is the firft
of {ciences and arts. In a philofophic view, it is
great and extenfive. In a political, it is the T on.
ly frm aund flable v 2y to natienal greatnefs. In
morals, it increafes virtue by encouraging induftry ;
and 1t difcourages vice by difcouraging idlenefs and
dullipation. It is both bufinefs and amufement. It
requires no fatigue. It indulges no indolence. 1In
areligious, view, it infpires with piety and devoti-

L 3

"t The other ways are -\;ar.and coinmerce~—the lalt is of-
tew, the firft aiways unjuft, -
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an. It leads to an admiration of the works of God,
to a dependence on the providence of God, and so
juftice and charity to men.

Such being the importance of agriculture, why
1s it not ore revered and more improved? Many
calzs combine to produce this effect. 1 felect but a
few of them. It has not been taught in opr feats
of +{cience. It has been too much cramped by
poverty, 1and too littie cultivated by the rich and
great. Our farms are too large, §and furnifhed on
the piggard plan. Too many countries opening to
the weft, and to afcend to the fource of all—the
habits of induftry are greatly wanting. We now
ftand at the unhappy place, where all countries have
been, or will be, a ftage between two itates, in one
of which men may live without labour ; and in the
other of which they muft live by it. The firft is
the ftate of a new country ; the laft, the conditi-
on of an old one—and the uahappieft place is the
pomt between.

How honourable is agriculture? How-majeftic
the conduct of the Roman || Cincinnatus, who re.
RS AR

T This paragraph and the preceding, are extra&ed from
af{yltem of lectures on agriculture, which I have deliver-
ed-to the Stadents under my direllion at Zion-Parnaflus.

$ Iuis faid that a farmer in Eng_iga:d, will expend a ca-
pital of scol. fterling, tojurnif a farm of 150 acres.

~§ Itisnot eafy to convince fomre of our citizens, that
North-Cavrolina is not becowe tao populoss to live in ; and
yet there are two-infallible rules to determine the perfedt
ftate of population. The firft is when the balance between
life and death is nearly equal. The fecond is when every
mnduftrious individual can tive comfortably by oue occupa~
tion. By thefe rules we can ealily decide the above quefs
sion of populatien. ,

| Fhe ftory of Manius Curius is lefs known, but not
lefs worthy of notice.  After driving Pyrrhus out of Ita:
}y, he retired to Lis cottage, and cultivated his farm. Here
the ambaffadors of the Samnites found h.m drefiing turnips.

%o them, offering him money, he replied, ‘¢ A man thus
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turning from conquering the enemies of his coun-
try, refufing all pecuniary rewards, and retiring
to the peaceful cultivation of his farmns? No lef3
dignitied are our American heroes, who

¢ Once march’d to glory ¢’er the field and now,

With equal honour march behind the plough.”

Agriculture ther mv friends, I addrefs you all—
agriculture is the greateft earthly objeét, to which
you: induftry can be dire@ted. And be affi:-ed that
if your induftry be dire&ted to this objedt, i will
with the blefling of heaven, lead vou to ail the
happinefs a ration can enjoy. I know it has been
faid, that there never has been a fpirited. agricul-
ture without commerce.+ I acknowledge myfelf
not much acquainted with the principles of com-
merce. Perhaps the aflertion may be true, but ftiil
let agriculture be the priucipal objet. It will then
become the parent of con:merce, and wiH hold her
progeny in proper fubjettion. But when manu.
facture and commerce become capital objects, the
parent is enfeebled, and her progeny deftroysd..
Hence, fay wife ftatefmen, ¢¢ Cultivate vour farms,
venerzate the plough, and let commerce alone to-
take care of itfelt.”

As far as commerce ought to be regarded, few na.-
tions can equal, and none excel uvs, either in foil or
fituation.  Qur foil will produce the materials, and
our fituation make it eafy ro vend them. .

Angin, let your induftry be directed to the pre-
feryauon of your irdependence—that independence
which agriculture Eas affifted you to obtain—that’
Independence by which you have been irsed from
the double domination of the beaft and his image,

See Rev. xv. King.craft and prieft-craft combined,
. T
fatisfied, needs no goid; and judpes it more glorious t@
conquer the owners of it, than poffefs it himfolé
t Anderfon on commeice. '

D
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where the prieﬁ has taught *“ the divine right of
royal roguery ;’°+ and the King has in turi reward-
ed him with a fhare of the plunder. You have no
grim tyrant—no mitred pontifi—exalted worms!
to lord it over your confcience—to trample on your
freedom—to feize the fruits of your fields, and make
you thank them for what they leave.

Contraft your prefent happy {ituation, with the
unhappy ftate of thofe nations, who have formed
fuch a coalition between church and ftate. Pre-
ferve your independence, and be aflured, thatitis
never out of danger, while there 15 a I\lno or a
Pope on earth.

Again, let your induftry be directed to the pre.
fervation of your government—a government you
may contraft with any that ever was in any nation,
fince the day that God create.! man upon earth.

The Jewith government was given by angels ;
and who will fay that angels ated no partin giving
ours? In one view, it is more divine than the Jew-
ifh, or any other in any former age.

¢« The voice of the pesple is the voice of God.”
Power in the people is like light in the fun, origi-
nal, unborrowed. The Jewifh government was
not from this fource. It was formed by no dele-
gation. It was adopted by no Convention of the
people. The fame thing may be faid of the anci.
ent governments of Greece and Remme. They were
formed by unappointed individuals ; and mioftly in-
troduced by force or fraud. See the ftory of Dra.
co, Numa, &c.

The jewxﬂl government was never intended by
the Deiry, to be either permanent or extenfive. It
was wifely intended to feparate Ifrael {rom fur-
rounding idolatry ; and to continue till the Shilok

e —

¥ Gov. Livingfton,
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fonld come. Tt was accommodated to an early,
rude, and I may fay, favage ftate of fociety. In this
view, it was not good, See Ezek. xx 25. but the
beft their hard hzarts would bear, Matt. xix 8.
"Qur government necds no fuch temporizing pecu-
liarities. ¢ No fuch middle wall of partition.” It
opens an intercourfe with the whole family of man-
kind ; and ailows us to call every man brother. Nor
is there any thing in its nature, to limit its dura-
tion. It is not a monarchy, that may be born and
die—Dbe a dotard cr a child. It is not a democra-
cy, that muit be confined to a narrow bound, and,
¢“ conceal hike a vulcano, the fiery materials of its
own deft 1u8;1ui1.”1L

Bur i1t 1s a rcpubhc a reprefentative govern-
ment. Not like the Britith, ¢ a mockexy of po-
pular reprefentatio : ; { but a reprefentation appor-
tioned to numbers. It is not like the Grecian coun-
cil of Amphyction, a confederacy of a few petty
towns and {tates; but it is a republic of republics
—a confederacy of great and powerful ftates—a
corfederacy of a continent that may ‘¢ give tfood,
and freedom, which is better than food-—the food
of the mind, to fhifty millions of happy people.””§

To this government adhere. Let it be confider-
ed by you and all others, as your temple of free-
dem and of fame. Let your days of elettion, be
your political fabbaths ; and fail not on fuch occali-
ons, to meet and adore the divine Archited, for
rearing you up fo 1.:uc1y an edifice.

Aguin, let your induilry be #redted to the o=
vernment of your mauners and morals. Experi-

¥ Mr. Ames of Maffachufetts.
t It appears from Burg’s difuilitions, that the Britifh

Houfe of Commons, iy chofen by abput a ninth part of the
people of Eagland,

§ Mr., Ames,
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ence is a fevere but honzft preceptor. It tellsusto
avoid the luxurivus manners of foreign, efpecially
defpotic nations. There 1s not this day a foreign
nation under heaven, whofe manners we fhould
imitate. Let us then aflume a rationality of cha-
racter—let us be Americans. Some body has very
fitly compared our imitation of the Europeuns, to
the traniplanting of an orange-tree, te the ccld
regions of Labradore or Efquimeux.

Cultivate all the moral virtues. Deal juftice to
all men, elpecially to your rulers, who are called
to do juitice tc you. Be contented, cheerful, vi-

ilant and altive—not querulcus, over jealous or
%upine. Give hoarour to whem honour is due.
“Treat all men according to office and henour. True
Iiberty and equality are confiftent with fubordinati-
on—nay, they abiolutely demand it.  Subordina.
tion is a dictare of rature. When ycu look up to
the heavens, you iee lights grecter ana lefs, and
one fler differing from ancther in glory. A fimilar
fubordination reigns through all nature; and per-
fedly correfponds with the firicteit juftice—for jut.
tice demands, neot that all thould be trested alike;
but that all thouid be treated according to ffatiox
.&nd bebavicur, This too is liberty—this is equali-
ty, when the ftation lies squally open to ail who de-
fend it.

~ Oppofed to this, is, fpeculating on the public and
‘public {lander. The one is izjuitice to public pro-
perty ; the other te public charalter ; and beth
are as much more crimina! than privace, as the hap-
pinefs of a nation is fuperior to the happireis of an
individual.

Let us exercife juftice publi. and private—let us
'be juit us a natior;, and juff as private citizens ; and
we fhall thus eftablifh that national f.ith, and that
national credit, without which we can never be a

Bappy people.
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Cultivate charity and brotherly love. Love zach
o:her as ivilow-citizens, 2nd all men of whatever
pation, s inembers of the {fame avear fumily.  Be-
hold how geod a thing it is, and how becoming
well for fuch as are brethren o dwell together m
unity. Pf. oxxxiie Such univerizl fove is a neiu-
ral law. There is a ftriling retemblance between
that atrradtive influence, wiich binds the nratural
world, and that general love of benevolence, which
mould bind the moral world together.

Away then with prejudice—away with bigotry,
in both politics and religion. Away with diicord,
foreign 2nd domeftic. How horrible is war, and
yet how much pradifed by the nations? It has hi.
therto been made the principal object of eduacation,
and the chief ‘occupation of men. HRow horrible
1s fore'gn war? It prevents nanons from krowing
each other’s virtuey, and makes them only acquaint-
ed with their vices and cruelties.  This is the prin-
cipal acquifition of even victory itlelf. Vidtory in
war, civil or domeftic, acquires a little more ; and
that is the neceflity of being crael. ¢ In civil war
fays the Roman orator, even victory is dreadful,
‘though failing to the ng;ht cauie ; for if the better
{ide be mipo(ed to be nuld by nature, they muit be
cruel from necefiity.”’

Let us pay as muck attention to the arts of lave
and peace, as other nations have done to the arts
of hatred and war, and we f..all be one of the hap-
_pleft nations under heaven.

To clofe the whole, be religious.  This includes
two things—be fincerely pood—and be catholic and
liberal. .

1. Be fincerely good. Obferve the procedure of
divite providence, to the nations of the earth, auvd
particularly toyour own. Remember that, ¢ Wno-
luis wife, and will obferve theje things, even he
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fhzll underftand the loving kindnefs of the Lord.”

Pl ocvil 43.

¢« Sezrch the {eriptures, for in them is eternal
life,”” notwithftanding ail that may be told you to
the contrarv. Diffinguifh oetween chriflianity and
its asnfe, ana vou will never want an anfwer for the
unbeliever. I own that fome things in chrittienity,
are hard to be believed ; but to me the contrary is
harder ftill. It is therefore wifedt and fafeit for me
and tor you too, myv triends, to believe.

2. Be catholic and liberal—this makes good men
better—better members of the church wnd nation.
Itis a falfc aflertion, that chritianity mzkes men
bigots. The wonye of ctriffianity has, but chriffi.
anity itfelf never has, nor never will produce bi-
gotry. The lite, the dodtrines, precepts and ex-
ampie of 1ts aivine Authar, all militate agamit bi-
gotry ; and tend, unlefs prevented, to make us {in-
cerelv and univerfally pood.

Should yvou fufpect the minifter of relipion, will
vou ia favour of chriftianity, hear the miniter of
“fiate.  ““ While we perform our dury, and pro-
mote cur happinefs in this world, thall we be-
ftow 1o regard on the next? But here let us paufe
—unaiiiited reafon can ¢aide us no farther—the di-
rects us to that heaven-defcended fcience, by which
life and immortality, have been brought to light.” ¢

To this ““ heaven-defcended fcience,” letinc re-
fer you and vour children. Fathers and mothers,
take the advice of a ftranger. ¢ Americans, attend

D ————— e ——

t Judge Willun's Ordcion, Philacelphia, July 4 1788,
on the grandett proceflion, that ever was exbib.ted to the
world.  See Muieum, vol. iv pgge 57. Mot detpicable is
a Roman triumpn, comp-red to this.  What moit arretted
1y atiention, was, to read of a Jewih Ruboi. a Roman
pricil, and a proteflant preacher, ail waiking with areis
finked together.  Detefted be the pigot, whoie foul would
have fickened at the fight,
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to the education of your children,”” and liften te
his reafon, ‘¢ Where ever the youth is depraved,
the nation is on the decline.””+ Tell all thefe won-
derful things God k»s done—tell them to your chil-
dren-—and tell them to tell the generation that is
to come.

Young men and women, ¢ Remember your cre.
ator in the days of your youth.” Love your parents
and teachers. Love one another. Love your dear
native country ; and by feeking ufetul knowledge,
prepare yourfelves to ferve it.

This day, my friends, is a day of joy and glad-
nefs. Rejoice thatyou are called chriitians and re-
publicans ; and again I fay rejoice. Rejoice that
you have done with Popes and Kings; and again I
May rejoice. Rejoice that, “ not George the third,
but Jehcvah the firft and the laft is your King ;¢
and again I fay rejoice.

To Jehovah our King, be glory forever. AMEN,

t Abbe Raynal.
{ Dr. Ladd’s Qration.






