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P R E F A CE
HE author firft compofed and dclivered the
tollowing Sermon w uh a defign to folicit Be-
nefactions for the Univerlity of North-Carohna;
although, to give it more geueral utility and acczpt-
ance, he has extended it to religious and pohucal
as well as Lterary fubjects. His obizt is to cviti--
vate i libersl and manly munner ot thmkmo' i ge-
acral.

Some of his good friends haxe told him, :md he
himfelf hopes, that the publication may gain the.
objects propofed, at leaft in fome degree. His
heart would repreach him fbould he refufe. He
is not confcious that he has negleted any pains te
render it ufetul.  Imperfect it may be ; but inper-
fection is written: on all human performances. As.
it is,,therefoere, he commizsit firft to the patrouapge of
the Great Father of All—the patron: of lteramre;,
liberty, and religion. In the unext place,, he com~
mits it to the candour of the Legitlators and ether
officers of the ftate—thc Truttees of the Univerihty
—and the €lerygy and people of all denomirations.

As to hmxfelf ke trufts that he bas & gadd canfci-
ence—a good canﬁ ience in preaching and publihing
the fermon.. He trufis that he has done it fron: &
Jenfe of duty, and for the pullic good, bix ewn sot
excluded. He does not pretend to. be difinteze{tad-
Such a pretence would, with men of {enfe,, mark
him either as a knave or a fool. »

He therefore clofes the preface, by honeftly de-
clafing, that this fermon is publifhed: with allathc
feelings of the man, and of

Tux AUTH‘@K-

NoTE. The Sermon was firtt denvered on twa diferent
parts of the fame day. It was divided at the break smgue
and may be there divided in the reading. Itis longer wane
was at firft intended. Several thoughts vccurring iw the
m\ufsnbmg Itls ie fa@ the fubftauce of two £nmens.

a. .

0
S
u




Rpm— '

g -

o R S L3 o N SN N = Med oX N - SN ;‘7\
m%ammmmmm« S5 OO PO MRS

A

-

CHARITY SERMON, &c.-

i. Gor. xiiil. 13+

And now alideth Faith, Hope, C barzty 3 thefe three,
but the greatq/i of thefe is Charity.

ARIOUS, my brethren, and important are’

the relations an&# duties of man: Te God,

his Creator, he owes worthip and reverence—to

himgfelf fobriety, felf-denial, and felf-government

—amd to Men, all men, mghteoufneis and mercy,
or julice and charityg.

To {rme men the laft clafs of duties are’ re.

doubled ; they ore called forth ky their God, not
only to mrc:}e mercy and juftice themielves but

to take or¥er that they be exercifed by others. As
jeftice and mercy -compreh_end all focial duty, fo
minifters of juftice and minifters of mergy, com-
prehend all the public offices of focicty. The
minifter of juflice, or of the ftate, is called into-
the centre of the cirgle of juftice, ar:d shere is he
to ferve mankind, by snaking and executing nghte-
oustaws., T he mmlﬁer of mercy, or of religion,
fteps fogth inte the cther circle, perfuades men to
love God, and to be c¢hasttable, kind, and tender
hcarted to men.

1pefe re]huons arid offices, theugh dxﬁm& are

- not independent; they recnprocallx need eachr

other’s afliftance ; and happy, thrice happy their
wiion. - Juflice raifes her voice, draws forth the
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fword, and commands cobedience:; but how far
cap the command be extended ! Not more -than a
fifth part of: the duties of fodicty are enforced by
civil laws.. Hence the neceflity of religion, and
of the minifters of religion, in order to periuade
men ro obedience for conicience fake.
~ Juftice commonly expreffes the duties of perfeét
obligation—dauties which may be the fubject of le-
iflation—duties t0 which we can be compelled, and:
or which we receive fome, fpecific or equivalent.
return: And charity comprehends all the reft.
- Now, thoagh a wife guvernment might exgend the
duties . of juftice a litde farther inte the regions of
charity, yet above two thirds of the focial-duties
muit i rewain unimbraced but by charitv. ~
There is ore point wher# all thefe minifters fhould
meet 5 and humarr literature is: that points. * It de-
- mands the mutual- afliftance of both,, and to #eth it
promifes an equal return. While the minifter of
ftate is publicly employed i mal}’ “grthis a matter
of legiflation, tke minifter.of relyion fthould be no.
lefs athduous i Rolding. ¢ eut i public as an ebject
of charity; for their unitcd efforts “will be mo-
more than adequate to the gtand defightc
Pafling over the other duties that have Been
fuggefled, 1 do moft cheerfully embrace the prefent
public, important,. and, I hope, favourable oppor-
tunity, to call your attention-to ‘the duty of charity ;
pointing® it, as often as ofkafion' may ferve, at an.
sbjet common both 1o’ the ftatefman apd ‘the
churthman—this great and glorious object is learn-
ing, and the new’ founded temple: new *tifing up,
and folemnly dedicated to learning, on. Thuppel-
Hill. Let us take a- view of charity—it' will: kead:
us there. | ‘ B
‘““ And now abideth faith, hope; charity ; "thefe.
three, but the greateft of thefe is charbty 2*
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- thou art the bond of perteétnefs. §
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‘Many glorious and exceflent things have been

" fpoken of thee O charity ! Theu art that.Love that

.covereth all fins,* even the multitade of fins;} and

e .

' Of firm focieties love formed; the ]ﬁm,
- ¢¢ And creature link’d to creatyre, mas to man.**
‘Charity, or as it mighe have been rendered. Love, -

condu@. God is lové,} and does love. He s

good, and-does good.q Tt alfo ftands cunfpicuous™
amorg the duties and graces of the chriftian. It
is greater than faith and hope’; and even juftice it-
felf & nov'half fo great. = - S ~'

In no place are more excellent things faid of cha-
rity than in this chapter. Charity excels thofe
things that are excellent. The gift -of prophecy -
and even the.giving of my body to be burned, are
not to be compared to chafity. B

Charity is here praifed for what the endures and
for what {lre en/oys—for her pains and for her plea-
Jfures. . Charity fuffererh leng, and is kind all the
time. ~Charity rejoiceth net in imiquity—in the
iniquity -of -others—maqcketh not at {in—but re-
joiceth in"die ‘truth, or when the finner comes to
know the truth. - | .

Charity is here alfo praifed for wiat the does, and
for what.the does nst.  Charity envieth not the
happinefs of others, thinketh not evil toward others, -
vaunteth not with boaftibg words, is not puffed up
with ‘pride. -Charity doth not behave unfeenly,
for though the ftoops  dowi to the loweft offices of .
humanity, yet fhe always fupports the dignity of
her charafter ; and ilie feeketh not renown.

Charity is. praifed for what fhe does. Charity
believeth-all things ; “bot that, as the fimple man, |}

% Prov. g 72. ¥ 1 Pet, iv. 8. § i(f_ol. ii. 14.
{ 1Johniv. 16, 9§ Pf exixX. 68." [ Prov, xiv.'xs.

has a diffinguithed place in the divine cligpatter and -
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Jhe believeth every word; but fhe puts the beft
confirudtici: on a&:ons paﬁ: and is captious in pro- -
' nouncing pp men’s final ftate. ‘Charity beareth, per-
. haps it Thould be read fee v. 7,1 covereth all tlnngs, ‘
.all infirmigies, and even fins, ‘when there is hope of
~. amendment, And while  charity feeketh.pot hcr
- _.own, fhe feeketh the thxqgs of others. |
arity not only has, but helds, and will hold‘
xthe excellencies for ever. Prophecy ard tongues,
~‘and the imperfe& -krowledge of things here, fhall
‘vanifn as that of children when they become men, -
. -Fajth, apd repentance, and hope, will vaniih when
~ Heaven hall be gained, fin banifhed from the foul,
.aad ro more nec} of that faith which now receives
‘tbc\ pardea. :
“This is. the grace ‘that hves and fings,
“W hen faith and hope fhall ceafe;
- Tjs this faall frike our Heav’ nly ftrings
In the fweet realms of Dblifs. _
Dr. Watts, B.ii. Hymn 28.
‘Thefe are-the genernl propert:es of chamy Let
_us take a more intimate view of its nature and com-
ive excellence.
. W; have already feen that chanty is, in. dus place,
another word for love—love to God, and love to
men. Jadeed it may include the whole rational and
fenfitive creation. The charitable man is merciful
fo his bea/t; and to his feeling, fympathifing foul,
the life and litsle peafures of an infe& are precious.
He embraces every thiug around him that can think,
or err, or feel, or fuffer. .pam ; but more efpccxally
. he embraces man.
- Were I reqisired to give a comprehenﬁvc definiti-
on of charity, I would define it thus—I would call
it aminftindtive difpafition, infantaneonfly imprefled

'} Steges is the Greek word which hgmﬁea te cover, co beay
o endure( Is mennoncd in the fame verre *
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én the mind of the firt man in innocence, and te
be tranfinittedl to all wen--a difpofition prompting
to att from 4 regard to dxtyand I.vdppme/: on a large
extenfive fcsle—a difpofiiion to prevent, by all means
and on all otcafions, ur if not prevented, to com- -
miferate  alleviate, «nd remove all evil, natural and
_ moral’; and in fine—-a-difpofition fo do every kind
of good that can be rjone, both te the fouls’ andrbo-
dizs of men. -
~ This deﬁmcmn, x!luﬁrdted and explamcd wnll
diftinguith it irom other graces and-other duties of
the chriftian life; and fhew, inits orlgm, extent,
and duration, the fuperior ar'd comparative excel-
lence of charity.

We have now before us two thmgs———m The
natare, and 2. The excellence of -charity.

1o Its nature.—1In this we have its principles, its
ebjects, and the manner in which it embraces them.

We begin with tlie principles of charity. With
thefe tiie Apoftle hasbegun, and’to the individual
they are very xmpor ant. For though I give all my
goods to fef'cf the poor, and my body to- be burned,
and have not right principles vr motives, 1 am a
founding braf, or a tinkling cymbal, however others

may be prohted by me. |

I have faid that charity is inftin@ive, becaufe its
dittates are previous toreafoning. ‘I his is coufifmed
by experience and fa&t, and therefore as a principle
it was inftantaneoufly 1m[reﬂ"cd~ 1t was created with
Adam i mnocence, and cxcited but not created
when the proper exciting objet was prefented.

I know that this will be denied by men who are
nurfed up in romantic ideas of Paradife, as it it was
a kind of fairy-land, afid its inhabitants above the
¢condition of human creatures, efpecially &t their
firft exiftence.

A2
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-+ . YXuow the feelings of fuch men, becaufe T have-
.ﬁégnoﬁqpﬁ them.. [ have been early taupht thofe

-natisas which have never fatisSrd and can never {a-

isfyratienal-inveftigation and dree enquiry on this

)

- -PBdlieve that mun.was created int knowledge,
- %ighteouinefs, and holinefss: 1 believe that he was
“farwed withont pofitive evil. Ibelieve this, not only
. ¥rom the Chriftian {criptures,-but from the Pagan:
- ‘belief of a'gelden age, and from a-belief that God
- mever created & fiuner.. But I believe that man,
28" all: other rational creatures, was formed nega--
~ 25vely pood.. He wasformed with a few native ori.
Zwnlideas, and therefore was formed in the finaget
of the original fource of all-knowledge.- Bur I
ibelieve  that thefe original ideas were very few s
ot one ‘mere than was <bfolutely neceffary for his
firtexiftence.- What thete were, may be conjec-
. stured from the diFine condug that has never done
:any thing in vain, and from the condition and cir-
- «umftances of Adan in' the garden ;' of the beil
Xind of knowledge and ftrength, e was certainly
deflitute.: 1 mean the knowledpe of experience -
and the firength. of habit.. For before he exifted
The could: not a&, and before he alted he could nei-
ther have experience nor habits. On the whole,.
;Y had rather be poflefled of the knowledge and’
firength of Paul, when he was ready tn be offered,
~ than of all the knowledge and flrength of the firft:
man; when: he could firgf fay, ¢ Father, 1 thank.
theethat Tam.””  ~ . |
- Such.was the intelleftnal ftate of the firft Adam..
He was created with o®ly-a fmall portion of know--
< dedge,. bur with a capacity of acquirmg' more, as:
the growing exigencies ol his condition would de..
mand. This is farthep' confirmed, becaufe it was:
% Col. iil; 10 Epi. tv. 24, § wean.i. 24
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precifely the condition of Adam - the fecond. He
grew in wildom and knrwleage.  He lears=4 onedi.
ence from the things thut be fuffered, and te Cal.
very he was not led until he was {o prrfedt in the
knowledge ot experience, and fo firong in the
habits of patience, fortitude, refignation, charity,
&.. &c. that he was abfolutely ailured of vi&ory.

- Pe had alfo the Holy Ghoft above the medafure that -

is given to wen.

B ] :
Cn the whole, the firft Adam and the fecond, I
fpeak of his hunanity, and all the Angels, at theis-
firlt formation, muit, in the nature of the thing,.
be made wichout fin, without experience, without
habits. . ) | ‘

W hatever iight have been' the dntellefual Rate-
of the firft man, it will be atked, “ W hat neea for-
a charitable difpofition when mifery was neither: fele
nor feared 1”? _

The proper anfwer is, that the cbje&ion ftands
on another romantic notion we have entertained of
Paradife. - - I
- For myfelf, I Qelieve that the paflions or affecti~ -
ons were in Adam as in us, ye! withoat fin. Inin-.
nocence he poflefled aH the principles of defires and:
averfions, hopes and fears, anger-and indignation..
This I believe, becanfe f{uch affections were in:

- Jefus Chrift, who was and is the perfe&ion of hu.-
man nature. And I am not alone in believing that

Angels, ¢ pure and created fpirits may be fuieepti--
ble of emotions fimilar to human pafiions.?”- See

Beattie’s Elem. of Mor:. Sci. Sec?. 29§.- _

Mifery exifted before man, and. at his creation:
was hovering al around him.. He was formed in
the midft of dangers, devils,.and death.. He "pof.-
feffed but a‘fcanty ftock of knowledge:- No mcre
than was. abfoluteiy neceflary ; and. he was. ‘¢ left:
o the freedom’ of his owni'will.”” ‘lhus ercun.

LG
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flanced, mifery was probable, fome have faid un-
avoxdablc.
. Be the lalt as it may, was it not wife in Heavcuk
to accommodate him to that prooable ﬁate, withet
the neceffity of forming him: over again, with a new
fet of natoral' affe@ions? For had he been firfl
" formed without a principle of charity, it muft have
been implanted-en his fall. That 15, he muft have

a finned himfelf into the ﬂ'ei.xon of an excellent dif. -

pofition, ef which he was entirely deftitute before.-
This would be to become better by being made worfe.
Suppoﬁng him to be in danger, how wife and
- how gracious the Creutor, to implant un his heart
the iaca and the fear of ceath! and mdxgnauon or’_
ang.r at-any obje@ that might bring on death !—
Again,. fnppoﬁn fin and mxiery to make their in--
roads noththﬁandmg thefe excellent guards, how
wife and gracious to give a previous principle of
charity or compaflion, to embrace and commiferate:
the objedt in-diftrefs.- - '
Hence is Paradife was the tree of the knowledge:
of good and evil.: Hence in- innocence_ that threat-
~ ening. was denounced, in the ‘day that thou eatef?
!bereof, thox fhalt furely diz.. How could all thi§
have been underftood thhout the idea and the feur
of death! Without this idea and this fear, what
were evil and death, but unintelligible jargon? If
we admit a prmcxpie of fear, why not of angerand
pity in the innocent ftate? Why not admit one as
wel as the other ? May not the prmcxple exift pre-
vious to its ob;:&’ Man was focial ere Eve was
made.

Jefus Chrift was holy, harmlefs, undeﬁled, and
et ‘= his nature were all thefe principles implant-
td + Jor when in the days ot his fleth, he hid
offered up prayers and fupplications, with ﬁmng

4
t Heb. v, 70 : -
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cries and tears, unto him that was able to fave him
from death, he was heared in that be fmred He
was alfo filled with. indignation or anger,t at the
hardnefs of their hearts when they would havé
prevented his a@s of charity en the fabbath. Again,
he had fcompaffion-on the muliityde, ‘becaufe they
fainted and were fcattered abroad, as fheep havmg;
no fthepherd

With refpe& to fmge]s, why not “ fufceptible of
emotions” like the paflions of men! ? We know thas
they rejoice when a finner repents; why not thern
pity the finner who refufes to repent! We alfo
know that Michael, the Archaq el, when contend-
ing with the Devil (he dlfpcatec% about th= bady of
Mofes) durft net brmgr againft him a railiag accv-
fatiou, but faid, witk a noble ma’:gm:fwn, rke Lord
rebuke thee. -

Angels neither marry nor are given in maryiage ¢
But men proceed in a line of fucceffion fiem eacha
other.” Juft as many-original ideas and inftinétive
impreflions as were poﬁ'ef?ed by Adam the firft mo-
meat he exifted, juflt {o many ‘and not more, are
tran{mitted, and at mature age, even without edu-
cation, poﬂ'eﬁ'ed by all. This, with a traditionary
revelation, of whxch none are altogether deftiture,
aided by our reafoning and the reafgomng of . others,
on the whole, is whav I underftand to be the Ii *rht
of nature. But of this by the way.

I do not fay that the knowledge of experience,
v: the ﬁrength of habit, is tranfmitted ; but even
on this fubjeét, a predile&ion or a pre. dlfpoﬁtlon to
one line of conduét rather than another, may be

e —
) Ma"k hi. 5.+ Had compaffion becaufe they fainted.

See Matt. ix. 36. literally were Joofed, loofed from their
teachers, who had not bonnd them by the bands of afeftion

or eﬂecm, confequintly they were fcartered abroad,
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sranfmitted : And in this line the knowledge of ex-
Jperience and the ftrength of hubit may be scquireds
Thefe obfervations are founded «n falls.

Now as Adam’s continuance in the innocent ftate,
was of a2 durition too thort to gain th2knowledge
ot experience, or habits of the feversl virtues i
mnocence, it was net to be expelted that he could
tranfmit to.pofterity a predile@ion in favour of thefe
virtues, or of that courfe of condudt which wouid
have led to the experience and habits of them. But
it was to be expected that all the native ideas and
iaftinéiive principles of his nature fhould be trant-
mitted, and tranfmitted accordingly they ave. This
conftitutes what we call human nature.

Shouid this divine conftiturion of things need to
be vindicated, it is vindicated on thefe prineiples—
Firft, that the advantages promifed by fuch’a con.
ftitution are mere than the inconveniences: and
this is all that can be expected from the hnperfe®
condition of cieatures beginnicg their exiftence, as
we do, in  ‘ine of fucceflion. Again, this predi-
leftion was originally in favour of religion, juftice,
charity, &c. and is ftill rot irrefiftible on the i 'e
of vice. Children are not laid under any naturad
or external neceflity of being profane, wnjuit, un-
charitable, &c. in confequence of any previous con-
dut of their parents. Children may be predif-
pofed te one way rather than another, and that way
may be crocked ; but for even this a remedy has
‘been provided in the gofpel. |

Again I obferve, thatininnocence, and even now,
as far as human nature is reftored, an extenfive re-
gard for duty and happinefs, were and are the mo-
iives or priaciples of charity.

A fenfe of duty er.of confcience, a regard for
God, .as our great creator, Jaw-giver, and judge,
who will be honoured by the obfervance of all hie
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Jaws, and dithonoured by the violation of any of
them. Hence, Fyiour the Lord with thy fubftance.
And again, he that opprefleth’the poor reproackef
his Maker. See Prov. iii. 9. §.  xvil. §.

All the divine conmands refpect the worthip and
reverence of God, and juftice and charity to men,
curfelves included among them. Both the com.
rands and their objeds are this fummed up by the
great teacher—Thou flalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, &c. This is the firft and great
coonmand ;3 and the fecond is like untoit: fhou
fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelfi  “Thatis, what.
foever ye would that men fliould do t6 you, do ye
even fo to them, for this is the law and the pro-
phets. Here are all the objeéts, order, and pro-
portion of the divine law.

The caly other rwotive to charity, or to any
other good altion is & fem'e of Lappineft, on the
fame lurge fcale. Ia the proper exercife of this
laft principle, man regards God, not only as a fu.
perior, but as a kind {uperior—as a generoes fove.
reign, whe has annexed a promife to every con.
maid—as a good law-giver and judge, who will re:
ward them that diligently feek him, and punifa
taem who only feck themfelves. On this principle
is charity often recomnended, and on this principle
is it true tiat ““ Charity begins at bome.””  For the
merciful man doth good to his cwn feul; but he
that is cruel troublzth his own fieth.+ The liberal
fou!l fhall be made {aty and he that watereth fhall
Le alfo watered Limfelf.z “The liberal foul de-
vifeth Lberal things, and by liberal ilings fhall he
ftand.$§ '

A regari for Lappinefls is exprefsly called up as a
motive to charity, in thefe words, ¢ Caft thy bread

on the waters,”’|j—give to the poor and needy, for
e

1 Prov. xil 37§25 § I xxxii 8. || Ecc. %1, 3~3.
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for though it now feem like cafting bread on the
ftream that may wafh itaway, yet *“ thou falt fin!
it after many days.” ¢ Give therefore a portion
10 fix and alfo to feven, for thou knoweft not what
evil may yet be oun the earth,” and wiat need you
may have of the charity of others. I know that
“the whole paffage has another conilruliion, but 1
have taken that which is moft commonly known.
- Again,{ fell what you have and can fpare, and
‘diftribute in charity. Provide yourfelves purfes
which do net grow old; a never failing treafure
in Heaven, where no thief approaches, nor doth
“the moth {poil. Though (here might be fomething
in this command peculiar to the primitive Chriftians,
“who in confequence fold their pofleflions,f yet it is
true that at all times we fhould make to ourfelves
friends of thc ¢ mammon of unrightevufnefs, that
when we die, they (the perfons relieved) or the An.
gels may come and receive us into everlafting ha-
" bitations, that there we may receive our reward.
The happine/s we are to regard in cur deeds of
charity, is as exteniive as the duty. Iris { either
Jenfitive or rational, of the mind or of the animal
~nature. None of thele claffes of happinefs were
* ever prohibited, but the one fhould be fubfervient
to the other. They are intimately conneéted, and
to thofe who believe the refurrcéfion and immorta-
Jity, the profpeét of both may be abfolutely un.
bounded.
‘Thefe two motives, a regard for duty and happi--
PRVREE LSRN TN

t+ Luke xii. 21.  Aclsii. 45.  § Luke xvi. o.—Mam.
mon, deeeitful uncertyin riches. Doddridge.

i 1T kuow that hLappinefs has been divided into many
other kirds. I am not fond of multiplying diftinélions.
I wouid ratherrecur to principles.  Sewfitive and rational
happinefs, or if you weuld rather, fay fpiritual or religt.
ous, to me include all.  Happinef: truly 1ational, is reli.
givus, for religion is the trueft realin.
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nefs, werce the motives (and perhaps all the mo-
tives) that fir/? altvated the firit ivan.  Allthe di-
vine communicationt to him may be fummed up in-
this——a covenant whofe condition was duty, and
whofe promife was happine/s..

All h's meatal powers heve been comprehended
in thefe—the intellectual und the active; or the
powers of underftanding znd volition. One re-
{dows the perception of duty, the other the purfiuii
of happinc{s. To this may be addad, that 2li thar
pood which thefe powers can-embrace, is natural”
and moral.-

I know that there is nattral and moral evil, and
that a fear of ithem may be confidered as another
motive. I alfo know that the paflicns and the ap-
petites, inflinct, habit, the moral principle, a fenfe
of honeur, cof dnforac\, and of grauwude, &c. have
“all been conf.dered as the principles or metives cf
ation. +

Natural - philofophers have admittted no more
principles than are neceflary and fufficient to explain
the phzromenon. Why fhould more be admitted
by the moraiiit or divine ?

I have ackmowlcdged that a fear of ﬁn and mi-
fery exifted in Par adife; but I bave not acknow-
ledged thata fes/c of them was implanted on the
human heart as a fenfe of duty and bappine(s was
implanted. A fenfe of duty and happinels prompted
to avoid mifery and fin; they were therefore ihe
prime motives, if' they were not the only motves
of adlion.

They are perhaps the only principles that acta-
ated the Saviour of men. I'e was made under the
law.. Some call it a }mediatorial law. le came-

+ Sce Reid’s Filuys on tie lutedlectual and A&tive Powers

of Man. | .
t Prefident Edwards’s Hiftory of Redemption, -
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to'esecute the bufinels of a niediator, and to &ni®
the wort waich ks father gave kim 1y do.  He alfu
had rei'pc;“t to his own lmpf:’n‘z;f:, his perfonal liap-
pinefs. For,-for the joy thar was fet before hm,
he endured the :rofis, def})llh.g the thame, and is
fet down at theé right hand of the throne of God.

Mlofes, in likemanner, though asa fervant, was
faitkful to him that appainted him; that is, he had
refpell to the duty and the command. Yct here he
reited not; for '*hou-yh he refufed to be called the
fon of Pharoak’s daugbter ; though he defpifed the
hc'murs and treafures of Fgypt, yet he had refpei?

v the recompence of reward; mot that reward
\vhxch is temporal only Lot that which is eternal.

No man will {uppafe that {in and mifery are
fought for the mfdve; : but on fome pretence either
of dwty er happinefs. " Nor are mey ever, in reéality
JT in apnearance avoided, but with fome view, €ither
partially or whally to dur, or bappinefs.

To commit {ia, is not tolofe fight of all the oh.
je&ts of duty ; our Maker, our neighbour, andour-
jelves; i1t 1s to lofe fight i iome of them—=our
Maker and our neighocur, for mo man ever bated
tis oum flefh, the fuicide not excepted. Ta be mi-
ferable is not tolofe fight of all the objeltsof hap-
pitefs, but only fome of them. The truly rational
or religious, cifappear; but not the feafitive. Jo.
nah, on lofing the pleafire of his gourd, does well
to be angry. It isthe niture of all'caufleiefs or ex-
celitve paflion, to think itfelf ~ig/s.

When men commit a crime, they cither, in the
momexni of committing it, ban.fh refletion on every
other obiet but the objec’t before them, or if they
reile&y, they latter themfelves, as jonah did, that

they are doing 1:4i 3 or if they cannot do this, they
thi nk it beof? to gra'ify their luits for the prefent, ia
Lope of fuiure vepentince. Thus, however in-
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sonfiftent, they feek Zappinefs ac it feems b f? om
the whole.

Withi regord to the paflions, they may be all traced
up to a fenje of hoppinefs, euher partial or toial,
as their fource.

What is fear but an aprrehenfion of lofing hap-

girg/r?7 What is hope bur the expeltation of gain-
mg it 2 Joy luppoles it in poflefiion, and forrow in-
}-testhat 1t is ﬁPd, at leaft 1 fome. decrree.

The paflions have beea. thus.arr2 ng'd in pairs,+
defire and aver{ion—hape and fear—joy and {orrow
—gratitude and anger. Gratitude tv him who makes
me happy—anger at him who deprives me of ¢,
All have refpect to:happinefs.

‘fhe feniitive or inftindtive appetites exprefs that

Sfenfe of bappine/s which was implanted in our na-

ture until we came to urderftand or have a fenfe of
our duty : And as they have been implanted by our
Maker, unlefs perverted, they will net lead from
our hanpmefa.

Habit, as it denotes a faciliey .of action, is no prin.
ciple at all ; s as it expreiles a defire of adtion, it feeks
for happinefs, either in whole srin part: fome-
times indeed, on a narrow fcale. The drunkard
does this when he incurs the pain of to.morrow for
the plealure of tc day. This is moral depravity.

1he maral pr nciple, er the confcience, dire&s
to duty, or rather is a fenfe of itin fomc dejree.
Glory and hon: s, fays the Apoftle, efr’rna/ !:fe.
We glory In tue appmbanon of our Law-giver.
That .tpprobadon is, .** Well done good and faith-
fied fervant, enter thou on the jcys of thy Lord.”?
Reve-te @1l this, anditis difgrace. They that ho-
nour God, he will honour ; “but 1bey that defpife
him hall be lightly efteemed. This is difebedience

and death.
SHEeSY ISR USSRl
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t See Beattic's Elensrats. Jec. 324,
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" “What Thall T render to the Lord for all his bene-
Fts?  This is the langmge of gratxmdc and it in-
~cludes a fenfe both ot duty and heppine/s. Ingra-
titude 1s juft the reverfe. I he whole appears re-
ducible to duty and bappine/s, and w hy need we call
for any cther principles.

The fubjedt will lead 10 fec moral depravity. Tt
‘Is not - the infulion of pofitive pollution. Itis net

thet 1ng away of the original principles. It is not
the diminution ¢f their native force; but it is the
contradtion of their objedts, and pert er_/.on of thexr
courfe,

Firft, it is the contraction of their objedts, rather
of the view of them, and regard for them. God is
astin all the wicked man’s thoughts. His judgments
are far removed out of his fight. Hence no feufe
of tt  happinefs that Ged can give, that is, the
happinefs ef hereafter. The drunkard’s fenfe of
duty and happinefs, at laft terminates in the prefent
,moment and terminates on himfelf.

“But the rage for the happinets of the moment and
of the man, that is the power of the principle is juft
as great as if it extended to all the happinefs of eter-
nity, and to all the dutizs owed both to God and
man.

~ Let a fountain fend forth two thirds of its fiream
througha larger channel, and one third througha
lefs ; %‘op the larger channel, and you do not dimi-
nifh the force of the ionntam but the Whole cur-
rent rufhes into the lefs.

Thus the powers are perverted. The firft com-
mand is ‘¢ Love the Lord with all thy heart.” The -
fecond, ¢ Love thy neighbour as thyfelf.”” Here
are the objeéts, order, and meafure, or proportion.
‘God firft and moft—man laft and leat. Now fhouid
I lofe my regard {or God, the whole power of the
principle will falldown on men. Should 1 lofe my
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pegard for men, the whole power will receil 6n my-
{elf, and I fhall be a pour, fordid, folitary, unkind,
tincharitable wretch. |

Thar this is moral deprawity is the decifion of
Heaven. A § partial regard for duty or happinefs,
is no regard at all. ‘Inf%lelity, {uperftition, hypo-
crify, and enth.liafm, are but other words for par-
tial duty ; and pleafure, prodigality, debauchery,
and diflipation, for partial happinefc.. For he that
faid ‘¢ 2o not coimnit adultery,” faid afo ““ De not
kill.””  Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou
kill, thou art become a tranfgreffor of the law.
Agpain, they who- bate wifdem, though tiicy Le the
very men that love pleafure, vet are they the men
who, in the nervous language of Heaven, are pro-
nounced, with a dreadful emphafis, te love death.

On the other hand,t ali the graces and duties
are united o conftitute the charadter and bleffed-
nefs of the good man.. Devotion and morality,
faith and works, juftice, and efpecially charity.
Not prayers without alms. Not religion without
merality : This is hypocrify, enthufiaim, and fuper-
ftition.- Not morality without religion: This is
the religion of the higher ranks of life. It will
not avaii before God': For however it may indicate
charity, cr a warm affeion to men, itdifcovers in-
gratitude ; it difcovers a heart cold and cerelefs to
a-heavenly benefaltor, a father, and a friend.

Miniflers of juftice and ftate ! will you not reafon
thus? That nation which has f{urrendered every
fortrefs but onz, in confequence of a tre=aty to fur-
render ail, has violated 4!/ the treaty, and difturbed

e ———t—————

1 Moultz bonz artes—quas oinus avaritia praepediebat,
Sal. de Beil. Fug. ‘ |

t Inter omnes philofuphos conftar, qui unam haberet,
omubes habere victutes.  Cis.
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Y thit peace and pubdic tranquility which ounght
to have been expected irom it.  If vou would thus
veaon in your own poiitical line, why will you nat,

©n the Yame principles, reafon in matters of reli-
gion?

We have 1een what moral depravity is; and we
have feep why charity is treated fo coldly bv men.
They have fallen down, down into shemfelves.
"Fhey have not thofe great extenfive views they
cughst to have. Man in honcur did not centinue—
did not confinue to have theje extenfive repards for
his @ty and bis blijs—did not comtinue to carry thefe
extenfive regordsinto irong and cenfirined habits—
did ot com inue to tranfmit to the next race, a pre-
dilection, a. pre- -difpolitien to fimilar habits of
ﬁréng:h and vigour, but the reverfe. |

Thisis the deplo able ftate of man. This is the
depliorable ftate of churity. Is there no remedy?
Yes, mv frierds, there is a divine power thar can
exlarge our fowls and arrange their powers, aud
bring us back to the leve of God and the love of
xien, .

This Is regeneration: not the creation of new
native prnup! or powers, but tlie exlargement
and gresrgement of the old ores. No ﬂn/tal or
paterel, but a morel change. It counliits firft i
their enlargement or n their more extenfive view
of objetts. Lefore, God wasnot in all the {inner’s
theughts; 20w, he cannot be cut of any of them.
fefrre they faw him ro where; nsw they fee him
every where, in his works andin his word.  Lefore
thfv rxeiexrc“ their cwn ,,ri" ate happinels to the
}mm‘ nels of the whsle; now thiey fegard the hap.
pmcia of the wheole, of which themfelves are but 2
part.  DBefore they fought the fenftive pleafures of
the moment ; now they feek for the rational or re-
digious tleafurcs of eternity.  Defore they were un.
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kind, or if charitable, it was but for the thrc"
of a name; ncw they are cheritable for conliicnce
fake. |

The foul had teen turned upfide down. The
fenfitive and fel:fu defires, once fubordinate, be-
came fupreme ; ar:a the once higher pawers of rea-
fon and religion; which rEgardcd all the law, and
fat enthroned in the empire of the mind, were

caft cown te the foot-ftool. The regenerating
ﬁ’xrlt of God begins to reduce all to order 'nram.
‘i he fenfitive and felfifh defires are not deﬁrnye(
but cuaft down from the throne, and reafon and re-
I}gmn raifed up in their room. Neither new piin-
pres nor new objedts are created 3 but a new range
cf abjedts before undifcerned, are brought up, pro-
portioned, and arranged ; and the {ight is enlarged
to behold, and defires excited to embrace them. It
is thus that old thirgs pafs away, and all things be-
CoMe NEW. |

J hus are men brought to aits of charity, and to
all other acts, from a regard for duty and l:appinq/}'
ona very lalge exteniive fcale.

I fhall only add, that thefe two principles can
never be feparated.  Minifiers of mercy and chari-
ty, beware of the attempt. Sadok, the father of
the Suducees, long ago taught his ditciples that they
fhiould fo love virtue as not to be inileenced bw
view to the reward.  Whar was their conclufion?
A fair conclufion from a falfe principle. ¢ ] here
ore norewards at all, nor an Angel, nor {pirit, nor
future ftate.””  Why indeed, fhould there be re-
vards, if we are not to regard them? ‘I he truth
1¢, there are rewards; rewards both of our jult
and charitable deeds.  God has joined them; he
will rewzrd ; and to atten pt to feparate them, s
cangerous and abfurd.

l)cc.nne 1 have once tought that a good man would
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fove virtue were thereno heaven, nc heli, no re-
ward, wo punithment—becuufe | have once marked
this as the grand charact:ritiic of a good nan, ¥ do
now canfuily acknowledge the error; to me tvo
early t.urat, and by me too late invefigated.

Sh.ula any of you, my brethren in the miniitry,
ftill thiuk proper thu-: to teach, bring this thing. 1
beleech you, home to your c«n héarts : Banih, if
you can, all'ideas-of happinefs, and abfurb vour.
felves induty—what notion muft voi form of the-
God you-ferve—a God unjuite—a Cod unkind—a
Godwho will not reward yeu.- :

Were it poflible to perfiit in dut, a fenfe of hap--
pinefs could never be banithed. Yer to what kind-
of feeling—1to what courfe of condut would du-y
lead? It would, in fpite of all vour efforts, force
up a fenfe of happinefs, your own and others, on
the large icale aforefatd. A univerial rezard for
duty,- weuld prompt: you to that very -line of con-
duct which would disfule wniverfzl blifs. -

Suppofe again, that you lefe fight of duty, and
abiorb vourtelves i biits; What is the God vour
agdore?! A -God who will make you happy without &
univerfal regard to duty—a God who w:ll make you
happy in rapine and cruelty, in rioting and gaming,
in malice and murder..

Stippafe you aim at blifs on the larged fcale, this
would infallicly lead you to the law, and to ail the
law of God. It would force up a view of the di-
vine commands, for in keeping them, and only iu
keeping them, is a great rewsrd.

1 may be told of Mefes, who wifhed his name
biotted out of God’s buck ; and of Paul, who with-
ed himfelf accarfed from Chrift for his brethreu
andkinfmen, atcording to the fleth.

- But neither of thefe withes can be rationaily ex-
- tended farther than fome temporal ills. Mofes we
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Rave feenhad refpedt toboth duty and reward ; snd
fo had Paul. Mark his own words : 1 kave fought
‘a good fght, I have fnifbed my cawfe, I have kept
the faith. Hence -there isdaid up fer me a2 criwn
ef rightecufnef:, which the Lord, the .rightecus
judge, fhall give me.

The truth is this : Mofes ailudes to the cuftom
of writing the mames of iiving citizens in a lift for
civil purpofes, and of bloiting out their names af-
ter death; {c that the moft we can f{uppofe, is that
he wilned for death, to avoid the perplexity of :his
public charge.

Paul fays—I could with, would -t avail {net I
do wifh) tnat ‘myfelf were accurfed from Chrift—
after Chrift’s} example, who firft nnithed the puin.
yu! work, at lait gained the -rewasrd. Others, by
aceusfzd from Chrif?, underftand excommmunication
from the churchk, which is fometimres called Chriit.

Duty and happinefs are not oniy connected, but
keep meafure together. The Ifizelites gradually
loft fight ef the comimnands, -until at lait they had
none but the iaw of the facrifices. Their happi.
nefs gradually difappeared with their laws; and
‘Cod at laft pronounced their facrifices abominable.

A cenvincing proof chat partial obedience is mo-
fal depravity. Devils are no exceptions. They
¢bey the law of felf-love, but hate God and man.

To clofe this part ef the fubject, hear the words
of God.  Whofo offeretix praife glorifieth me ; and
to aim that ordereti; his conver/ation aright wll k
‘fhew my falvation. Here is duty and &lifs, and
‘with this correfponds the words of wife men. They
are thefe, ¢“ Man’s chief end is to.glorify God, and
30 ey0y him for ever.” |

Enough has been faid on the principles, we gre.

L3

t See Doddridge. w
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‘ceed in the next pl«ce to confider the objects of
charity.

Charity’s frft aim was to prevent and the next to
alleviate diftrefs. 1 his was the defign in innocence,
and is ftill the defign, as far as charity may be re-
ftored to her priftine fate.

~Inboth thefe views charity has a variety of names.
~Confidered as prevenient, or as preventive of mi-
iery, and as diftufive of happme{s charity is called
benevolence, good will, pubhc ipirit, and patriot-
Hm.

The exifting ills of life, or the obje&ts of cha.
rity have refpe to the budies er the minds of men.

Charity as fhe bears the prefent prejudices, or
judges of the future ftate of men,. is called candour,
as oppofed to cenforious judging. -

Charity, as fhe bears the 1ll nature or injuries of
men, is called gemlenefs, meeknefs, forbearance,
forngenefs, generofity, &c.

Charity, as fhe refpeds mens bedily wants; is

called mercy, pity, cempaﬂxon, hofpitaluy, or pro.
perly charity.

We begin with prevemient charity.  Charity aims
at the preventimn of bodily wants, by the prevention
of ignorance, error, and prejudice ; and the fro-
motion of &nowm/ge humen and divine.

This kind of churity begins at home, and diffues
itfelf through all the circles of focial life. ‘I he
little garden of the mind, will pr oduce fomethiny.
3¢ “There is a natural prepavation for /zzpcrnatuml
belief.”’+ Hence the. monihom growth of {uger-
ftition or enthufiafin ; a growth tavourable to de-
fipning men, but ruin cus to fociety and the in.
dividual.

How fhall this be prcventen’ 4 By early fowing the

L _J

' Dr. Biair,
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good feed. By implanting geod principles. Letno
man {ay that principles are not connected with prac-
tice. What powerful influe .. have thé" corrupt
principles of paganiim and infidelity had on the
world? And what a mcre powerful influence have
the principles of chrittianity had in main.ining
their ground, nay even gaining it, in fpite of oppo-
fition.

1 he univerfal diffufion of the knowledge of chrif-
tianity, can never altonith us more than the pro-
grels it'has already made, and the influence it ha
already had in preveniing entnuimfm, crror, and
fuperitition 5 in ennobling and mv1goratmg the
mind converfant about its objedts ; and in affording
the greateft confolations in life and in death.

The Apoftles and primitive chriftians faw the
necellity of {preading the gofpel, in order to pre-
vent the mifcries ¢i men. Thev alfo faw the ne.
ceflity of ere&ing {chools to qualify teachers for fo
charitable a purpote. Age after age has followed
their exam’ & and now there exifts near two hurn-
dred pubhié feats'of fclence in the world. I there-
fore obferve farther that this charity 1s fociae It
promotes religious knowledwe and {oial intercouile
amony men. In the firlt place it is domeftic.  “1he
charitable man, after informing his own min
will attempt to diffufe ufeful knowledge ameng his
children, fervants, and flaves, and thus prevent pre.
judice and error.

The eitects will extend to religious and civil fo-
ciety. Charity promctes, or rather is that religion
which nhas fottened the rude manners, and fubdued
the fierce paflions of the multitude. Even a falfe
reilgion has had irs effects in uffociating the firft
trives of men. True religion has done much more.
It gives jult conceptions of Cod. Tt fhews us our
fubjection to God, and affeciaies us with good men.
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Tr teaches that God is our fuperior, but it hrings us
nearer to a level with our fellow-worihippers. In
this view it prevemts tyranny and licentioufnefs,
while it cultivates the friendiy feelings among thofe
vho, at the fet time, attend tiie-place of public in.
ftrucion. ©f fech importance is the chriftian {aly.
bath.and chriftian affemblies!

Again, this charity ic political and national.. Tt
extends its effects to the Iprgeft focieties of men.
Political or rational claricy, if it do not ereét
churches for: the public worthip of God; if it do-
not on a generai and equal eftablifhment. fupport.
pablic inftru¢tien—wiil raife and- beftow mmuni.
ties and privileges on {chools, ceileges, and aniver.
fities, for the purpofes of public education.. Hence,
with proper cuitivation, the charitable phyfician,
who kindly aims at preferving the health of his:
neighbour—hence the charitable attorney who ac.
commodates law-fuits, and preverts litigation—
hence the charitable preacher,. whe labours 1o pre.-
vent error and prejudice, and to diffufe gggowledge,
by prefiding over education in {choolyand in fami--

lies.+

'
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$+ Some times literature, as well as religion, has been-
eftablifed on the general and equal principles of juftice,
and fometimes again on the principles of charity.

“T he fchools ereéted by thc Apoitles, to fupport and pro--
pagate chriftianity, were riufed on private charity. For
government was againit them. They were afterwards.
placed on legiflative eftablifhruent.

11, the Umverfiries in Englaad, the Colleges are endowed,
in the halls the ftudents fupport themfalves. Guth Geo.

The wife. framers of onr ftate conftitution, have made
fiteraire an objed of legiflazion, and-our Legiflators have
a&ted asccordingly. Whether the prejudices of the people
will permit them to continue, or require them toretrall,
I cannot determine.

Though literature may be viewed either as an ohje&t of’
juftice or of charity; to me it appears rather an objeét of
ullice, becaufe every individual has. value received. &t
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dooin, this charity extends farther than the na-
tion to which we beiong;.  The geruire uncotrupt-
ed dictates of chriftien charity, tena to prevent var
among the nations of the earth, and to ftep the ef.
fution ¢f human bleusd—and whenever the true
knowledge of God which chriftianity gives—when-
ever this knowicage {aall cover the eartih as the
waters cover the {ea~~then thall the natiens learn
war no more—ior then fhall there be nothing  to
hurt or deftroy in-ail Got!s holy mouctain..

Thefe glosious times are approaching.. How un«-
like to the patt ! The Jews, miftaking a permiffion
to deftroy the deveted inhabitants of Canaan, for
acommand to deftroy a1l ether nations,. were will.
ing not onlv to banifa them from this world, but the

nexi. NMiftaking chriftians have not been more
charitabie.. I forbear. to mention the cruelty of
feiziug lands and-iives ten, in confequence of dif-
covering them. ButI beg i=ave to enquire whe-

b e e < i o F
know that'this has been faid of relig:on, but, &3 2 clergy~
man, I wave that iabje®, and oniy obiervethatin this caf>
the advagtages can be made obvigus.

The moft ignorant pareat in our countty, who pnis inte-
the hands of his cnild; a common unvaised Engl.th primer,.
or almanack, putsinto its hands a bock which himfelf could:
never have compefed. And the moft pious parent, wiio reads
in his family a porticn of the ftriptures, reads them in a-
Fanguage into which literature has brought them, and with
out which he could not have read at all. |

Where will thefe refleQivns lead ! It is esfv to fee, and’
ungrateful not to acknowledge. 1 own that i degree of iis-
beral profethonal knowledge has been gained by fome, with+~
out a liberal prefefional education. But hcow has it been:
gained i either by reading thofe books they could- nevez
have written, or by converfing with thofe who have writtex.
or read them: Many of thie enemies of the Uriverfity have
this day little more than that fmattering knowledge whiclk
they liave ptcked vp oceafiomally from its friends. Wherer
will thefe piair triths lead ? I repezt it againg it is easy. te:
fee, and ungratetul not to acknowledge.
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ther fome relics of this Popifn uncharitublenefs ds
not ftill remain 7 /c’ntszrt among ue?

It is a common opinion among chriftians, of all
denominaticns, that heathens cannot be faved by
the licht 6f nature, if thev have not heard of the
name of jefus of Nuzareth, nor ever read the
{criprures of truiii. i

On this fubje& I atk, what is the light of na-
fure 2 To me it appears to be that watural know-
ledge pclfefled by Adam at his firft exiftence, and
tranimitred to and poflefled in fome degree by all,
at mature age, aided by the lights of ir‘mzt:cnm)
revelation, of which no nation under Heaven is vo-
tally defhture and aided by eur own reafening and
the reaioning of orthers on the whole.

I beg leave to alk apain, whether all this may
ot be a {ufficient ground on which the fpirit of
God may operate the falvation of a heathen vwho
has never read the f{criptures, nor heard of the
name of Jefus of Nazareth? Why fhould fuch
mighty ftrefs be Iaid on the mere article of writing
or reading the law. Hoew know we that Adam
couid either write er read? Waz Adam without &
revelation? "Lhe Apoitle has f{aid, that Gentiles
having not the law, thut is the written law, are a
law unto themfelves. Some there are among  us

ho can neither write nor read : Are they without

eiaﬁo*‘ ’

Y afk again, is there magic in the letters or the
{vllables thatr compofe the w ords Felusnt Nazareth?
Is it the name ¢, or h¢ who bears 1t, the iubftance,
tHe fucrifice, the feed of the woman, thar eflects
the falvation? How know we that Adam or Mao-
fes ever heavd of the wame Jefus of Nazareth? Is
it the wird Jeheval, Jove, or wLord, or is it the
etepnal Mind we adore 2
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“ Father of all, in every nge, -
“_in every clime adord, N
«¢ By faint, by ‘avsge, and by fage,

« ]ehovah love, or Lord.” o
The lig ht of natus e has ccrmmlv fu‘erﬂrd to
the heathens what a written revelation declires-to
us—rthat there.is fome deep a-d dark mal'grity, in
~ guilt, which were forrow wil! not remove—that
fafering is the proper atonement for fin, for hea.
thens as well as others have parifbed o jendersm
..that fome rtonement has been or may be inade by
fuﬂ'er:ng, for all nations have offered faifering
vi&tims on their altars—and finally, that the efh-
cacv or benefits of fuffering may be tramferrrd
for the langnage of the heathen was ¢ Life
tor life, and body for body, do 1 lay on the altar.””4

See Bluir’s Sefm. on the Power of Confcience.
Who car tell whether, on thefe priaciples, the
pravers and alms of Cornehus did not aicend béfore
God as a memorial, before Pezer was fent to teil
him of Jefus of I\a«rct 2 And who can tell whe-
ther, on the fame principles, . the ?rayers ‘aad alms
of -a weftern favage may not afcend up befere God
as a memorial ? (emmnly Pete;’ Fas told Cernelins
that in every nation he that fears God and ‘works
rxghteoufnefs is aceepted. BAnd as ;ertamly jb}'n
has beheld a great mulmuae which no man could
“pumber, of all nutians, and &marqd; and ] rple,
and. tongues, ,ﬁzndmg beior(‘ the ' throue, and ‘be-
fore *he Ldmb g)nthed {\\,Ih white robes; and
palms in thelr han s; yer ths cburcfx has ibu “all
thefe. oult ofﬂHe‘;‘ggn, and what'is a [itdle more un-
snurital, ¢; il.e has fhut he awn.deprspagainft thofe

who have, in fentinent, ad{mttcd (Eofe)nf?gi blei«
great F athcr of 2ll, thar, (I hy”:'}vherc 1 dal‘e’ ever

“doubt her aathontu in, rh;e matier. ,

mm ! .-‘L‘..‘Z);" i

_‘.—_

" { Anlma p.oamma, turpus ‘pre verpore;- ponam. -

EPREN
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“Thele fentiments relpe@ing -the falvation of the
teathen natiois, are intertded to prevent a cenfo.
aicus and unprefitable judging, not wo depreciate
-thewfe of a written revelation, nor to difCOurage
public exertions to fpread religious knowledge a.
mong mankind. I have only plead for the peffibi.
lity or probulility of 2 heathen’s falvation. Inde-
ing of this, 1 have honoured the feriptures, -for I
have fuppefed the ufe of their light, however tra.
.dit’gnary and obfcure. It is very plain, both from
the pagan mythology and from the chriftian fcrip-
tures, that the heathens were in great darknefs and
doubt, and thatlife and immortality is brought to
- light in the gofpel. - '

~ Hence, in paft ages, the exertions of charity te
diffofe the knowledge of the g ofpel. Hence reli-
gious fucieties in various parts of Europe, to fpread
in foreign parts the knowledge of chriftianity. And
we hope that America will not be wanting on ‘her
part, to promote the fane charitable defign. What
~ a boundiefe range for ‘thefe godlike efforts of «cha-
rity in.our weftern world ?
~ This defign has never been gained withont the
aid of human knewiedge. The Apoftles were Di.
{ciples at the firff, and at laf? they prefided over
fchools which promoted chriftianity, and which
weye promoted by it. They have rifen and fallen
gogether. The popith clouds that obfcured chrifti-
anity, obfcured human fcience ; and at the reform.
" ation, therevival of chritianity was connected with
~the revival of learning. 1In this view, it were not
Rrange if the enemies of chrifhianity thould be ene-
mies to the Univerfity; but why fhould profefied
friends to one, be fies to the other. ¢ Father,
forgive them, they know not wiiat they do.”’
Enmigh has been faid cf that kind of charity

which aims at the prevention of ignorance, error,




ot |

33 ]

and cenforioufnefs ; and the pr‘oinoﬁon of know-
ledoe Furaan and divine.
- In !pite of all the efforts of preventmg charity,
'mxfery will-find its way among men. Heénce thg
need of thar charity which alleviates diftrefs. - -

This kind of charity bears error and injury, and
relieves ‘the poor and opprefled. It aifo begins ar
home, and fpréads through focial life. Some men
are ignorant, fome learned; fome rich and fome
poor ; feme urafters and {ome fervants.

Firft then, this charity is domeitic. The goed
-maiict will pity ignorance and error ; will without
force attempt to remiove thewm ; will not deny harm-
“lefs pleayores ; not enjoin ufelefs labour ; not infalt -
naiural '(’me;ts. Is a fervans fick, he will {zy,
¢¢ Lord, fpeak the word, and thy fervant fhall be
wholes”” Is he opprefled by a { dlew.-fer vant whom
he has forgiven, he will fay, ¢ Thou wicked fer-
vant, oughteft thou not to have forgiven -thy fel-
low-fervant, even as I fororave thiee.”” 1she cmled
to fhew mercy, hewill {ay, “¢-J am the:‘Almener of
Heaven, my domedtics enable me to thew: mt.rcy, I
muft therefore firftthew it ta them.” '

Again, this charity refpedts fociery, rehr'xous and
civil, and in this view bears the errors and i infuries
of men. God has not equally diftributed under-
ftanding nor the means of obtaining knowledge,
witnefs < hriftians and heathens. In this life we all
-fee through a glafs darkly, or in an xaigma, ar.d

{fome 'mere darkly than others.  Hence an ample
feld for the exercife of dmrlty, i pradtice aswell
‘as in fentiment.  For him that is weak in tke faith,
receive ye that are lrong. But Jif thy brother ke
grieved-with tby meat now. ualkfj J},ou not charia
fﬂblyc.‘ A sl g
Chal‘n y, "”‘Ic ﬁu: bcgrs thé wc;k. mih’s pre

va‘ IO AN I .7
‘ " “"Jvt": &% £ i,
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dices will horeftly declire that they are prejudices.-
1 knsw, fays charity, and am perfuaded by the Lord
Jefus, that there is nothing, mno meat sunclean in it-
feif. How amiable are honefty and charity in
unson !

Here occurs this queftion, ufeful and important
toali: How far fhould charity bear esror and pre-
jodice withowt pubiic judicial notice or ceniure ¢

" I'reply, in civil matters they are then only cen-
furable when they weuld deftroy the foundation of
~civil government ; and in ecclefiafiical, when they
would fubvert the chriftian religion. In the firtt
cafe they may be punithed with civil pains, in the
It only with exciufion from baptifm and the com-
‘munion. W

I know that the Jewith magiitrate punithed ido-
latry with death ; but the government was thec-
«ratic. God was-their King, and idolawury was frea-
Jon. It is not fo with us; yet inattendion to this
diflintior. has fhed oceans of huinan blood.

- The terms of communion have been plain in the
.patriazchal-and Jewith ages; and fc would they

have been ir: the prefent difpenfation, had charity

been permitted to find them.. Feor in the treafury -
of Chrift’s word they certainly are, and out of that

treajury, like many other mew things, they will

on¢ day be brought.+

A

+ Were I required to enumerate (e doftrines that ought
to be made terms, / would not pretend to aperfed enumera-
ticn, bot 1 would fay thut ps they. are as follows: 1.

" A belief that thereisa Geod. Heb. ix. 6.—2. That the ferip-
tures are the word of God: Gal.i. 8. 1 John v. 10.—~3..
That there is a Father, Son und Dvine Spirit. Luke xii. 10.
Rom. viil. 9. 1 John ii. 22.—4, That jefus Chrift is a fa--

" viour nece and fuilizient. AQsiw 12. 1 Qor.iii. 11.=

. " g. That the agency of the Divine Spirit is peceflury and.

hdﬂu togecover men from ini. : Ler. nii. 3. Rom. viil.
9-~6. That ali Rave finned and are finvers. 1 Johni. 8. 10,
3~ That we mepit be bora agaia. Joba lil. 3.—8, That the




[ 35 3

I before obferved, that churity bears the 1ll na-
ture and injuries of men; and in this view is called
meeknefs, gentlenefs, &c.- .

‘Here another queftion otcurs: How far ihouid
charity bear the injuries of men? If charity has no
Limitation, the injurious are encouraged, and there
is no retuge for the injured.. 1 reply that, of the
wjury charity will confider both the motive and
matter.: | .

The charitable man will afk, is it generous to
pafs fevere fentence or the motive which cannot be
cafily feen by the accufer, and againft which it s
dificult for the accuied to fet up a defence? Have
not 1l men their appetites ard paflions to lead them

e
foulis imarortal. And g. Tiat the body wili be raifed by
Caorift. 1 Coe. xv. r6—18: Compare 1 Tim. i. (g, 20. with
2 Tim. i.: 18, 19.—~t0. Fhat there will be a.future judg.
went. 2 Cor. v 10.—11.- A foture ft2te of rewards. Heb.
xi. 6.—And r2. A future ftate ¢f punithments.- Compare
1 Cor. sv. 1—3. with Mark xvi. 15. )

I believe that no-other doftrines ard marked with fuch
emphafi<, they appeur efential -to chriftianity, and are be-
Lieved by ali denominations of chriftian3, and by all true
¢hriglians ki w mucli would: charity be promoted by
making thefe, and thefe oniy, thie dodrinal terms of com~
munion ! I' &y docrinkal, becanfe I am: onty fpeaking of
dodrires, notprecepts or pradtice.- A

ThLefe thoughts are abridged from a larger performance,
which room wiil not permit me toinfert. I fhall only add,
that they are all comprehended in the feriptural do&irinal
term of communio;. _ | |

If thow believe - with ail thize heart, that Fefl: Chrif} is
the Seu of God, thou mayeft be baptized. See Als viii. 36,
37. Thisis emphatically called 2'4e Truth'in many a place
1 the New Teftament. .

Should itlill:be objeded that'thef® are general dofirines,
and tha: particular opinions mray be couched ungder each of
them. I reply, it is general not particular dolirines or
epinions that muft be made terms; whenever we defcend
tv.particulars, thereisno end.to the terms of communion.
Scarcely two' mea ean be. found who are sgreed in ¢very

pariicular,
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fo different occupations and préféflions; and may
there not “théréfors be ’exgi'&d, at foriietimes, an
interfering of intereft’ dntl opitiion, and of confe-
gﬁéfhi:e an ip]u&pr 4 ’Mﬁf;g‘d;”thé‘*injury be done from
lgnorance, iin'_att‘ehﬁ(;ﬂ, prejudice, or F‘aﬁion’;’ ahd
may not the injutious ¢t 1e&his ¢¥ror ! How often
Wwill the charitable man - {3 i 'how'often- -have 1 in.
W i 1yl N $ag” ¥ R34 U Y SN
jured others, owncd iy’er¥or, atked forgivenefs,
apd obtainedit? Let me dotoothersas I would that
they fhould uo to me. |

pain, charity Wilt'confider the injuty itfelf, and
while tolerablé, will bear ‘it.  I'he tolerable inju-
ries are proverbially exprefled by our Lord. in'his
sermon o the Mynqng,+ dhid are the lffer matters
~eutioned; afterwards by his’Apoftle.  The intole-
-rable, arc fuch as affe& one’s life, charafler, and
- tfefulnefs to men, or the fupport and education of
A family. 1his diftinCtion may be applied to inju-
ries done by families, or even natiops, to each other.

At has been faid that there are three cafes in
which I muy till my caufe to my country, and I add,
there are juft as many in which 1 may #i/ it to the
Church.

Lonfiftent with chriftian charity, I may take re-
fuge in the law, 1. To eftablith fome important
right, the yielding of which would encourage def.
petifm, aud be injurious to the nation. Uf this
kind was the celcbrated fuit of Hambden § againft the
Britith Crown—2. Torrocure campenfation for fome
cogfiderable damayge, or tor an intolerable injury—
3. To guard againft fuch an injury threatened or ex-
pe@ed.  So Paul plead the peivilege of a Roman
Citizen to fave him from fcourging, and afterwards

: S
t See Matt. v. § Afier wiiting tue above, T recollefed
the dignified oppofition mede by Cenersl M-Dougail, of
Rew-% ork, to Britifh domination, Anno 17;0. See Cord.
Hif}. Vol. 1. page 211.



F 37 3

availed himfelf of amilitary force toprevent a hor-
rid confviracy to aflafiinate him.

Again, 1 may tell it to the church—-r1. when fome
effential truth, fome doétrine that {frou'd be made a
term, is denied bv a fellow-member—2. when fome

+ precept or probibition is publicly or profanely
SPREERETRE IS SRS

4+ Refpe&ing termes, tieie 1y Jnore difﬁ(:uhy about pre-
cepts or laws, than about doctrines, and charity finds her-
felf more perplexed—For.

1ft. There can be no diftinftien between precep® or laws
that inay, or.may netbe made terms. For he thar faith, I
know him. and keepet’. not his commiandments, thatis a/f
of them, isa liar, and #/ie trackis notin him.

2d. There have been difprites about the exifting of pre-
cepts, either exprefs or impiied. Fxilts there any thing
tantamcunt to the making of dareing aterm? A queftion
this, which -has perplexed the churches, and is not yet de-
cided. For wife and good men, all members of the chiurch,
are on this queftion, almoft equallv divided.

3d. Suppofing the precept to have exilted, difputes have
been abeut its continuation.  Some have fuppofcd that bup-
tifm and the eucharift, piffed away with the ceremonial
laws.

4th. Supp-fing the continuation to be admitted. the
reaning of the kaw or precept hus been difputed.  This it
ény body. This do in remembrance of me. Go baptize all
nations, &c. &c.

sth. Granting the fenfe of the law to be afiertained. it
is not eafy to afiertain the fa&, nor the motive of a&ion
nor the degree of punithment. Shall antenuptil formca
tion. for example. be punifhied with as much paélic-/é'ver:'ty
as that which is not followed by marriage ?

Now in all thefe aud fimbar cufes. what moft charity do?
I anfwer,

inthe 1ft cafe-—fhe will diftingnith the precepts. She
will find that they are moral or pofitive— that fome fand
on this principle, namely, that 2 creature is bovud t0 Wore
Sfhip and revere a Creator with all hi: heart; and again
that he worlhip' him in what external mod: he, the Cre%ior,
pleates. To the firft of thefe charity wiil always giv; the
pgeferencc,'whenever they interfece. See ii. Chrom. xxx,
18. 19.

In the 2d cafe—that is, wherever wife and good men are.
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Yicletddemrts wwhen my own-charaer - is % traduced -

as to injure my u'efuluefs to civil or religious focietys
!?all-the:fe cafes tbej charitable man -will-feek re-
drefs; ‘pot'\.ix}d.u’(ge ‘anger- av revenge : Forgivina ©
the vevail injury -aortill. fcventim. s only, kst til]
Jeventy times._ jevem s hie will proceed in all cafes: as
“an ofbcer of public joftice, and as fir as injuries re,
‘fpe@ himfelf, he will, at every ftage-cf the proce-
dure, hearkento the terms of accommodation. Ie
will in no cafe intimidate or fupprefs witnefs; nor
protra& {uits by appeal, to injure his lefs wealthy
neizhbour. For 2 prvate injury—See Mavt. xviie
gﬁv‘xdéd in opinion, charity »il! m»tmlf?q'qgto be pofitive |
or dogmatic; and oniy in one cafe will the admit of a pre-
cept by confequence or conftrudtion. that is from the ex-
mmple of her divine mafter—See i. 7-4» 1~ §.

in the 3d cafe—that is, in the denial of baptifio or the
evchari®, there is no difficulty ; for the very things are de~
n.ed ig which communion corfifts. Neither Jews nor Chrif.
tians have excludet from the ,lllgralf»(;ia{d&gtje;sQf prayer
and praife. The diforderly Jews were caft out of the {y-
gacogue, not deprived of the waorthip of the temple. .

In the 4th csfe—or. when the fenfe of the preceps ic dife
puted. As Thisdo. Thisis my body, &¢ &c.—fhould the
debate produce a pradice apparently inconfiftent with the
cis:arat}gr or candvé of a chriftian; a fchifrmr mufl fellew.
Charity cannot prevent :t, until the presep? be beiter un~
derftord. Asd for the better underftanding of the precept,
charity will labosr and pray. ) ‘

In the 1aft cafe—that is when there are doubts about the
afcertaining of the falls, the adligning of the motives. ur
the proportioning of the punifhment, in alf thelv cafes cha-
riry will chofe the moft faverreble ide. .

A: the doftrines, /> alfo are the precepts compendized
fur us.  The compend of laws, is that law of our divine -
malter—Follew ;ne.  Learn of me. .

His condu@ will teach to deteft that dotrine that makes
error worfe than vice. What! Isan errvr about mf}pn;
baptifin worfe than rioting and drunkenuefs, tale-b.aring,
analice, and murder ! o ' .

Would to God that half the zeal which-hesdeen iewiled
at fuppofed error, had been levelled at kuvwin trae grefion!
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- f have sirendy obferved that chiarity refpeds sreny
..bodﬁv waats, feeds the hungry, cloath: the naked,
heals the fick; lodges the nomcl«fs, and reheves
the opprefled— --— o
- God has not equally d}ﬁﬂbute& neither propei'ty
hor power. bHence another extenfive range for
the exerciie of aileviating charity-
- ‘L he obj=ds of charity have, in this view, beea
divided into dhree claffes. - “The rft<lafs is made up
. of thole who have bten reduced to poverty and
~ diftrefs by misfertunes unforcfeen and unavoidable.
1 he next d:us confitts of thole whe have been made
. wretched by the true]ty, avarice, and oppreilion of
. men:: To coweForth in 1heir defence, to oppofe
. riches to riches, and powet to powes; f5 break the
Jaws .of the wicked, and piack the Jpail cnt of his
teeth, is a noble ch.mtv indeed. The laft clafs are
they who have made themfelves wretched by their
own . crimes, their cruelty, dmnl.tnnefs, gammg,
 Joxury; and huft.
V Some, witheut caufe, would exclude thefe from
the itk of charity. Cer:amly Chrift wept over the
erimes as-well as calumities of Jerufslem. O Je-
- vufalem, Jerdfaiém, thou that killeft the prophets.
| Ch.‘nty wifl riot indeed give them the love of ap-
probativn or efteem, but of benevolcnce zmd geod
will,

Can there be 2 greater obje&t of pity and prayer,

~“than a poor, biinded, obftinate finner!

To relieve ali thc"e objelts charity will prompt

* us; whether we be ia thc private or public depart-
ments of life. ‘

~ The phyfitim is charitable. to ‘the poof, who

freely beftows them-ncdicitie and advice. The at-

- torney whao, without  reward, pleads the cavfe of

- the poor widow, the fatherlefs, and oppreffed. The
preacher 106, beffows an alms <when he prevents
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litigation and reftores peace. His profeflion, above
all other, calls hiix to be charitable ard-t6 recom-
mend charity. | B -

The wealthy merchant, farmer, manufadturer,
and rechanic, may all in their fevera oeccupations,
and withcut much incoxzvenience, ex:.ad charity 1o
the needy around them.

Agaia, in the higher departments. charity has
called legiltaters to levy a tax for the fapport of the
poor; to erect infirmaries, hofpitals, lazarettos, &c.
and 1o provide for their fupport. This legiflative
charity might proceed a little farther, and provide
for poor ~rphans, efpecially whofe parents have
failen for their country. Surely their children
thould be children of the ftate. To ckriffizn cha.
rity we owe the above inftitutions, and hope it will
not forget the reedy orphan.

This charity will be extended.-to all nations, as far
as we have opportunity, whether triends or foes.
‘T'he charitable man will nst fuffer the firanger (of
any nation) 2o lodge in ths flreets, but will open
kis door to ihe traveller. lshe himfelf a Samaritan,
is be going down from Jerufalem to Jericho, does
he find a man fallen among thieves, ftripped, wound-
ed, and half dead, he will not pafs by on the other
jide, but will have mercy upon him, and give him
every neceffary afi:ftance.

Ioes this good Samuritan proceed on to Jericho,
does he there fee in a ftraitencd condition a fchecl
of the prophets, does he fee the young men taking
up every man his axe, and going 10 Jordan for his.
beam for the building, he will goand help them ;
and fhould an axe flip off from its handle, and fall
into Jordan, he will rejeice at'the iniracle Heaven
has wrovght by the hand of the prophet, incaufing,
the iron to fwim. Methinks I hear him crying out

in a rapuure, God forbid that I fhould be uacharita.
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hle to thefe infradions. Dra\v mgh all ye ens-
mies of learning, and behold 2 miracle of omnipo-
tence wrought n its faveur.

Such, my friends, are the objedts of charity.—
Thefe objecs will nst all be treated. in the 1ame
mantier: Charity’s firft aim will be to reidev~¢
them that are ready to be flain, for delay mav here
be fatal 5 after this (hc will relieve the unfortur.are;
ard laj? of 2if, thefe who are vretched by iheir
own crimes. Lo thefe, nev firf} aid: wiil be coun-
cil and reproof, and her iaff, pecuniary bounty.

Again, charity will do good: efpecially tr the husfe-
Lold of faith. Sha will srgive foes, but dt/}mgm/b
friends. Even anvmg thefe fhe may make diftindti-.
on;. Jefos had his favourite Jets.

T~

wfdy wlmwe.r

$ Prov. xxiv. 11.

> 2t RIS i et s tretots

JE prczezd to confider, in the next place, jhe

manner in which charuy embraces her ob-

jects ; for it was obferved that, by all means and o=

all occafizns, fhe aims at preventing or alieviating.
mifery.

She is previoufly prepared tc embrace thefe ob-
jects. The charitable man wil be in.uftrious and
frugal to lay up in flore, that he may have where-
with 10 give. This thought :s fuggefted by Paul,
who thus addrefles the Corinthian churches: Upen
the firft day of ilie week, let every oneof youldy
by him in ffore as God hath profpered him.+ Some
churches, cn this plan, give every individual, on
every Sabbath, an opportunity of being Lh.zntablr
as God hath profpcred him.

Again, charity gives checrfully, the therefore in.-

P . L

2 Cor. xvt, 2.
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Rantly embraces her’ obje. The-charitable man
will st ftav, sorsinger lang ai ihofe that are flots-
fut. Like Abraham,- he haites to meet his cueit ;
~or 45 the father of the progigal, he beholds the
ob}e& when o :5 yei d great way of, axd runs 12
- em)race it. Chult? ic.rcely waits to reaton. She
feels or is chat inflindive principle we defcrided be-
fore, a powerful priskciple previous to all reatening.
‘1'oo flow were reatenmg for the -emergencies of
life, the author of our raturc ‘has therefore im-
plautad thefe inftinciive principles 1o a& on the fpur
of the accalion.

-~ Thefc inflin&tive priuciples cre tobv caltivated.
and directed to their préepss uvbjeds, but not fup-
prefled; for by fappreffion they may be contracted
or perverted unfil they become slmoit extingt, and”
even habits of cruelty fucceed. 1 wiil therefore
be charitable, 1 will-ebey the -firlt mspulfe, 1 wilz
' ‘.rce‘y wait to reafon, not only to gain the pr:-
Jent Pwa/.zré’, but the habn of chmzty ; and 1 wiil
believe ti;ar this pleaiure and this hibit will do more
good 1o iocxety than an occalional miigeided act of
ehurity can do harm.

"1 will not alk, fRali I give or /7'(111 I n:t glw’ ;

for every thing thas preiems stlelf as an object, i

in fome view, an object of chariy.  The mmmior
himfelf is, as 21f other tmnﬁvrcﬁerv an objcd of
pity, compailion, inftrudtien, “and reproot. I owiil
therefore accommodate my benencence to the feel-
irgs, the temper, and the wants of the ebjedt. 1
w xH not grati iy the vitiated appetite of that man
v-ho bas by drunkennefs rendered himfelf an .obje:t
of cnar*ty , Lut notaittatanding, U will reprimand
and pity hun, | will feed and cloath biin, and aid
his indigent family.

To ¢he unufortunate feeling mind, ¥ will ftudy fo

to Leflov the afhftance as to prevent, if pofhiblc, th=
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fmlmg of infericritv.  Fow amiable, on this fub.
ioor, was the behavicur of Boaz to the Moabitifh

{rucer! Whentie vasrifen up to gk’m, he comn-

yanced s vetitig men layanyr, let her leun amoeng
th\. fheaves avd reyrozch her rot s fm.’ ct fo U fome
¢f te bon foiis on purofe for hcr, tl.‘aa ihe may
ciean them. ard rebuke ber rote Was ot this
n.ore araciotts tian h:d he ciredly oez[owrd nr
half h's harveft? ‘

Apzin, the char'table man gives according 1 his

ability.  Give alws of fu.h things as ye have—See
Tie xi. g5, whidhiivae have rendored thue: Give
alms acconr: I'zr" Sroin propostinn & 3 ok /'11‘]( ¢ Ce
Certainly God demands ris, and he demands ro
nare. li:s demands are acrording to what a man
both, nst accsraing to whez he hut wot.  In this
view the widow’s two mites 1s ss piuch as the abund-
ant gifts of the wealthy.

I farther obferve, that <harity gives in puhhc.

haritv gives, not 29 be feen of men; dut fhe giv. s
t-at mon may fee—{ee her good works, and «lor iy
ner father by doing hkewife. Qur Loru Iefus Coil-
Temns the linifter motive, nect the public deed,
v hen he fays, i giving a§m< let not thy right h.zrd
ow what thy left hasd doth. In one cafe indeed,
1d T keow nor another, cur aims may be concezls
.d, and thar is when sur own charity alene il be
«dcquate to the object.  Seme putanorher cafe, aind
¢hat is when | deﬁgn an extraordinary churity ; but
it w2y be necehar* to eucte another to de the fame,
and therefore I will not admit that rhis v:h:u’xty
fliould bte in fecrer, when others thould be excited
to foulow the example. +

M

A

t The following v cuaht oocuried 3&\-7 ties laft tra
(cribig, 1 have t‘me, vce marked & B 2 nwve s
(‘hrlﬂ has fom- t-mes concealed ~ s cArist. rble de~ds ; but

it wat done cillier bevaufe he needed not the atliltance o;
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Again, true chriftian chority willbe accompanied

ith prayer. When thelv are {eparatea, they are
both unacceptable unte God. Of thie own O
Ged have we given thee, was the language of holy
David. 7o glve 3r.orher s bouwnty, gthout a dae
feufe of it, isingrattuie; to give wwav the proper.
ty of anotaei, withanar aiking dlre{t;on is mjuftice.

Even a cold with, without gixny, will not avail.
I# a brother or ‘xfter be naked ":ud deflitute of daily
foad, and ve fay unte them, c.art inpeace, fe ye

wasmed and FUI-d, notwithiten.. -~ = fg.ue nct thofe
thmngs that are needfal for d‘ bcuz, wkai-doth it
profit?

May I, mv frieads, be p("mlttf;“-m 10 add, that ff
a {eminary of {tasefmen and a fclsol of the prophets
too, if it call for a charity, and ye (ay, depart in
peace, bz thy foundations laid, thy walls reared,
thy teachers provu.ed for, notw nnﬁandmo ye gnc
not thofe th,ngs that are needful—n the lanauabc
and name of Heaven, what doth it profit?

In the laft place, true chriftian charity will em.
brace her obje&s n fpite of oppefition. The ob.
fracles are nor a feswv 'I hey are commonly igno-
rance, prejudice, or to{ fzv all at once, the want of
religion.

he charitable man feareth the Lord :+ the un-
charitable fears him nor. The charitable man has
‘a {enfe of his dignity as the almoner of Heaven.
Revere thvfelf, fo demezr thyfelf as tobe refpetted,
is an excellent maxim, and will produce a charity.
The want of a due fenfe of our dignity in the great
fcale of being, is inimical to chanty and every
other vir:ue.

ldlenefs and prodigalitv are aifo unfriendly, and
W
friends; or becanfe he i not witii to roufe the envy of
énemies te hften his deati.

t PG cxii. Sce alfs 2 Cor. viil. 5. and Luke xis. 8.
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avarice the moft unfriendly of all. Y have heard of
2 rich mifer whe was fo del:ighted with a charity
fermon, hat he geclared his refolution to go forth
and heg.

This, whether fal or fifion, tells us the temae
per of avarice. It thinks of nothing but to recerves
It forgess that giver and receiver are co-relative
terms. It forgets the divime apothegm, * It is
mere bleffed to grve than o receive.”  lhis is the
voire of churity. »

I proceed to the 2d general divifion of the dif-
eourie, which was to ihew the comparative excel-
lence of charity.—The greatef: of thefe is charity.

The grand principle on which ftands the excel-
lence of chirity, is that, in its higheft and moft re.
fined fenie, it has exifted and may exift, without
e il natural or moral. The man, faid a wife hea.
then, who has feweft wants, is molt ike the Gods.

On chis principle, ¢ Itis more tlefled to give than
to receive’’—more blefled to remove prejudices than
to have themm—more blefled to give inftruction than
to need inftruction—and to relieve poverty than té
be poor or oppreit.

On this principle, preventing charity, the child
of paradife, excels alleviating charity, which has
been occationed by fin.  Qn this principle it is
greater than hope, or repertance, or faith, er even
the exercirc of juftice among men, becaufe they aii
pre-iuppofe the cxiftence of evil.

Preventing charity exifted in paradife where no
fin was; and will exift in paradife again when
Chrift, made perfect tirsuge fufferings, fhall by a
courfe of experience and difcipline, briug his peow
ple ro heaven.

Whatever difputes there may be refpeling the
seafing qr cantinaing of fin in the univerfe, ot ip the

D
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. Indsvidual, there'is no doubt that it has ceafed i

beave.; where i+ firit began;and fome have thought,

-from the prophecies, that it will in foture ages

ceafe from the earth.
In whatever part of the univerfz, or fro:n what-

ever individual, {m fhall ceafe, there will be the
~gxercile of that charity thac wever faileth—rthat
..charity which has been made perfed through fuffer-
. #ng—rthat charity which has, trom patt {cenes, gain-

-

-

ed the wifdom of experience, and the habitscf re-
ligion—*hat charity which ardently loves God, and
fincerely loves r.en—and vigilantly guards againf?
error, miery and {in forever.

- This charity excels that which gives a Loon to a
,beggar as far as a ftate without fin excels a ftate of

. Indeed the loweft and leait refined charity, is

~

~that which beftows pecuniary bousty on the poor ;+
and here is the priuciple that explains it : 'f he un-
cufuvated clown will ftop te lift a poor drunkard
from a ditch, and will give him an alms if he afc it

 —thongh he would not have previoufly beftowed one

anite to have given him a better education—an edu-
cation that might have prevented his {all, and ele-
~ated. iis mind above the low company and vices of
the vulgar. L

I mean nc otetpreciate this charity, but to fhew
another that excels, becaufe it fuppolfes more pru-

##cuce—niore forelight—2 more extenfive and libe-

ral view of things. It fuppofes thar the mind is
farther advanged in the difdiplinc of experience,
and in the.cultivation of the finer fenibilities of the
foul. It thervefore fuppofes a greater promptitude-
g0 relicve as well as provent diitrefs.  Indced inypre-
portion as mens minds are refimec and enlarged by
Feligion and a goed education, in that pro ortion
&;t%‘;g atgend to cvery kind of gl';arilx. ~.

§ paley’s Moral Ph'i;ofup yo o
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This is a rational way-of accounting. for its uemg.
fo much neglected amurig 172n.

Again, preventing charity excels in the { ;cape 1t
affords for greater numbers to be virwuoutly em-
ployed. How often might one travel from Jeru-
falem to Jericho, and not find & wounded. man by
the way. | he fchool cf the prophets was always
there. But fuppofing the pretence of an objectin
d:&treis, the wifdom: or wealth of sne man. my re-
nove, in fome degree, the prejudice or poverty of
another. The parent who ‘educates a merchant or
mechanic, to {upply exiffing wants, needs only the.
sid of a fingle mafter for the inftraction of his fori.

Put he who would prezent the ills: of I"e—who
would auticipate prejudice—whae would qualify a
public teacher—who would aim at a complete, libe-
ral, profefhonal education, will need all the aﬂlﬁ-~
ance his +oountry can afford.

This charity fuppofes more extenfive bappme/’r
as well as virtue. LExifting prejudice, rags, and
wretchednefs, wounds and groans, give pain to the
very muind that attempts to reheve thew: But the
charity that would prevent—the chariuty that would
promote public education—the charity tnat tarans
her eyes towards Chappel-Hill, {ees ne fights of
woe, hears nat the voice ¢f the eppreffir ; but ex-
vits in the pleafure of preventing ills, of teaching

the young, rilag race, of preventing folly amd
vice, and of diffufing happinefs thrcubh the church
and aatwn.‘ |

Charity, as a grace, excels all the graces in ex~

tent and dusaticu.
S
t Here it is neceflary to cajcuiaie the great expeace of
buildings and repairs—of an appar:tus and lib -ary—ang of
Cupporting « Prefident and Frotiflurs for hkca omerm&'
gducstion canuotbe comw&etc. .

-

[V P
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Faitk is faid by fome, 1o be a frm per/uafion, pro-
duced by divine power, that Jclus is the author of
falvation; W& believe and are perfwa.ied that thou
art Chrift, the Soa of the living God—See Fain vi.
69. k. Tim. iti. 5. They wno thus define faith,
refer it to the :wderftanding illaminated by the
fpirit and word of God. But charity extends far-
ther. It includes choice: It isxlove, th»: love by
which faith works, for faitk works 63 lwwe, audin.
voives obedience, but is not therefore, flrictly
{peaking, obedicnce or loves They are the fruits,
not nature ef faith.

Let faith, in its very mature, be fuppofed to in.
ciucde love,; it will be confined to a puruicular view,
and leve of a parucular objelt, for a particular time.
It regards a Redeen.cr fer daily pardon, and in
that precife view, mult ceafe when pardon is néeed-
ed no more. Nct fo that charity which extends 0
all, and even to this Redeemer in all osher views,
fi;"cvtrt _

Charity is inore excellent than repentance, whofe
objectis {ina  Kepentance will ceafe with its objed,
in the heart, but charity abideth forever.

'} he hope of gaining Heaven will ceafe with the
enjoyment ; for what & man feeth why deth he yet
hope for ? | . |

Charity, as 3 duty, is more excellent than juf.
tice—is more exte live—more difintcrelted—more
Imgenuous— more unconftrained.

Juttice has refoe(t to, and provides laws ‘or, the
acquiring, exchanging, defending, and di. :ibuting
of property. In all thefe refpe&s charitr is equui
or pre-eminent. _»

Charity joins with juftice in the acquifition of
property. She is equally induftrisus and frugal,
and equally inimical to idlenefs and wafte.

But inflead of exchanging, charity gives, inftead
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-of dcfcndmp,fhr. for zives, and inftead of dx&nby:m&@
hike j &u:c, to her own, the fecketh not her own ;
but leeLs far the widow.and- fatherlefs, th pem
‘the needy, and opprefleds. _

In. datendm", jullice julges, and domax;gds ’fu)ur
or 4feven fold. 1 hejudgments of charity areua-
nrccﬂ'ary, therefore fhe fays, judge. rot, fﬁdI»Jf e
73t Ju: qfd' Charity advifes, counfels. adn emfhcs,
and reproves, but judges no rarther than Jm.gxncnt
mav be xm;\hcu in tuele friendly adts. «

Juftice demands thie lefler matters. (’h'mty fnr’-
bearsthem. Charity fuifers iong and is kind, and
‘applies not even to _;u[tm: uatil isjures hecome in-
tolerable ; and then ihe feeks not to revenge, but
redrefs them.

hould you fay that juitice extends farther thin
to matters of pro, rerty—ic does charity. .- Ises
Juz}xcc cxtend to the hves, reputations, and ¢ arac,
ters of mzne=fo dozs chmt And eyen hert?ﬂ%
is pre-cimunent.  Juitice fays, thou Mt not. tdkc
away life ;5 charity fays, thou fhalt : aounﬂ} it, ‘I
tice  demands hat I fairly reprefent the opxmons
and fentiments of unen. Charity calls me to ¢or-
reé and reprove themif wrong; and bear. them
if they canuot be corrected. Juitige fays, compel
no man to go with you a mile ; chaiity {ays, if any
man compei you to 80 with Lins pite mzle, 8o w:tb hiny
twain.

Poffibly juftice mizht proceed 2 li[tlf‘ farther,
and take into her own cirele, foyie of thofe ohjeds
‘that are now lafled among thP obrds of ¢harity,
Surely charity will atk, cap no.uing be doue for the

i
&~

t Fxod. xxii. 1. Prov. vi. 3 M'Ler the fewen- ﬂldwn

a change made.on the law of ﬁo(’ee. as David chﬁﬁ (' feve.
.ral things in thit law. "~ Sve KdwardiV: Hif}. Relem pipe.
or it was 4 pmvwbuhxpremm tor memfotd ocfull rclh
Lut.wn. ; . o N

-
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Tndlgeg,t \!"hl’l"?” vouth whaie pareat has facrificed

his propertv and his Jife in defence of bis country !
This, indeed, feems to be the veice of }nﬂ;(

K
but after a!i that can be done, there will be 11 i ye
pronortfon in their grextnmimcs between juftice
and charity, on the map of the Luman hears, ;h;:n

between alittle ifland and a large continent on the
wnap of the world. »

I fhall clofe the whule with the Aroftie’s cbfer-
wvatien, which is dlre«txy in point, and exprefles the
greneral fenfe of markmnd about the e\cc}lence of
charity. Scarcely for a rigitecus or juff  man
wiil one die : Yet, peradventure, for ¢ good or cLa-
eitable man, would jome even dure to dic.

Tue TMPROVEMENT.

SUCH is the excellence of char'tv. Who are
her friends? Who will rally arcund her flandard?
W ho hav been rallyine around it alread, @ This is
a queition the world can anfwer.  Who has done
this cn proper principles, 15 a queltion we flould
anfwer ousfelvecs.

‘Sons of Levi! mmifters of merey! Pave yon
a0t already felt the motves to charity—a fenfe of
duty and lmppmefs? fas nor the v m,d a'lready on-
rolled your names among the friends of c¢harity—
of literature—of liberty—and religion? Your maf-
ter, my brethren, and mine, hos y!accd us in the
centre of the dutics of chiurity.  Were charity bu-
nithed {rom the hearts of everv other prefefiion and
<ifs of men on earth, fhe onght, smong us, to find
an dfylum, 1Tow jhot d this mche us feel the pecu-
liar obligations of our office !
~ iOur oﬁi‘.c i1s t¢ promote (hnr'w by preventing
Ignorance, prejudice, and error s and bv Lattent-
ing to diffule knowledge human am.l divine.  { ur
@’tﬁ&.c is 1o glleviate the calamities that cannot be pre-
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veited, and to perfuade men to be kind and tendeh
hearted. Not that we are exempted from the du-
ties of juftice, We are to he juit as well as chas
ritable, '.md owe 79 Mdn any t grzg but to love oneg
anuther.

-Une part of our office is to exrend; as far 2s we
can, the whole circle of Luinan frience. T {fhall not
pretend to mention the advantages of each part ;
moral pmlcfophy, geometry, language, &e. but ons
ly make one plair, cbvious, and yet furprifing cbe
fervation—that the ver ¥ reading. of our bihies has
prefuppoied tie koow e(!pe of no lefs than #hree
Aanguages, and ot almoft every [frience and art
known amony e Yezaged! confider this, when
wour very figet is rq/}az ed you by the united efforts
of fiicnce and art.

Qur office cails us to prevent'all prejudices, and
dttempt to make men rehygious and liberal, by’ de~
claxmg to them ke whnle counfei of God T his
counfel is very extenfive. It coinprehends the 2x-
plication of dodlrine, and the fubjeéts of reafoning
and argument. It comprehends a delin€ation ot
the reli: zious exercifes—the experience arid feelings
of the mmds of good men.. And it comprehends
the whole chriftian pradtice v fyflem of moral du.
ties. They are all tabe enfo-ced and explained- .

Mow fould we dwell altc gether on fpecualation

and argument, we mzé’h hcw uunclves mere {cho-
lars, ve might make our heurers vain janglers,
I’hanfees, oot formalils; but we would aét like
the foolith phylician, who would attempt to direct
all the nutriment of the:body to the fead:aply - In
this cafe the head mightbe fwolu 10 an enarmous
fize, and the man wounld be 3 moniter, w&thom&kart
or hands.

Agam, fhould we dweﬂ athQether, as. fomg do,

on rel 1uous experieaces,, in: ward frames asd: &sl'-
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%rfc, fome of our hearers weuld Begin to fufre&
that we exthcr wanted a;*p"mtwn educ‘mon or
'g‘l‘ud ferfe, ‘or perhaps all three; while others:
among them wouid be made mere viGonaries and
er "hu.ﬁ:i‘" Bioyeligion.  Im 2 werd, we would ade
NKe the foo.uh phyfician, who would atremnpr to di-
#ge @l the nutrimient in the human body, 10 the
tedit, which would have its faintings and flutterings:
pziule altogether difproperiioned to the body und

sts members.

= Neo fefs | improper would it be to dwell altogether,
or- more than their proper properiion;, on pra&xca
of moral duties.. Tt woald retemble the phyScia
eguilly foolifh, who would confult enly the adtive
mémbers—the feet und the faxils, and thus renaer
me'n dif propor!xoued to the Feart and bead.

The truty is, religionis a great extenfive whole,
.'tcﬁ:ﬁp of & rumber of heautiful and well. propor -
viored parts, ‘none «. which ca be wanted \ithont

zrjuxmit the whole.

Qur effice calls ro rhie preachings and pradice ol
charhy«wfo she alleviatn of the zvils which wan-
not ¥e prevented..

~Now fheuld any of vs be going down with the
'P’r:ef‘ or Levife from J sufalem to Jericho, Heuld
we fee a poor mun that had fallen among thieves,
was wounded and half dead, fhould we pa/s by on
the ather fide, Teave the poer man wallowing in his
blood;, and harden our hearts aguinft him. How are
‘wé thie minifters of ehamy’ Haw dwfb’etb the love
vafOodmw’ N
thwid»w-» pafs ‘on 10 _]crmﬁa and’ there fee a-
hendf ﬁoﬁ‘bet: that calted:for our aid, hould'we
‘iffe iie forvs of the prophets going forth -with their
axes te cut dewn timber for the bu:lding, fhould we
grétm“w With ﬂiBm, of give them countenance”
-umd did. Hewr dre we theanipifters of mercy, or-the:




friends of that-haman knowledgz without which re.
ligion can never be fupported !

ihere is 2 connection in things that fuperficial ob.
fcrvers domt difcern. - Chriftianity demands, and
promotes a ftate of etvilization. 1t cannot flouriih
in the favage wandering hunting-flase. it both de-
mands and introduces the fettled, . weclthy, ref3eéfa-
bie kate of agriculture.{+ For it brings hetiour and
wealth te a nation—rightéoufnefs exaiteth a nation.
Lt brings men inte a {tate favourable to religious af-
femblies, and public worthip. Hence the neceffity
of a reguler well-educatéed miniftry to prefide in
thefe aflemblies, and hence agaia the necellity of
public places to edncate them..

I know that feme denominatiors of chriftians do
exiit witiout a regulareducated miniftry 5 but it has
been well obterved, that they exift among fuch a
muniftry, and avall themielves of  their labevrs:
Juft as a few individuals, who refufe to take arwms,
may be defended by thofe who take them. To ftate
the matter fairly, we fhould fuppofe thet both were
feparated from the reft of men, and- were left to
form a nation or a‘church by themfelves. Inthat
{ituaticn we would fee how they would exift with-
o:it education and.-witheut arms.

Thefe ideas, ir their cormedion, may fhew the
ufe of public feats of learning to religion and the
church, in a general view. It is juft to dwn, that
fome public teachers bave gained hibera’ xnowledge
without a liberal. education: But it is alfo juit to
afk, lrowv have they. gained it? When? And .in’
what degree? Theéy have'gaimed it-by reading

+ A comnparifon fis orten mace between the morals of
<hriftians and heathens, to the diiadvantage of chriftianity.
‘The com arifon weu'd be fair, were both pofl-fled of eqt.dl’
pru;ﬁar;y, and had ecjual témptations te be intemperats and>
it 2 - : :
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books whith they could not write. They have
gained it fate in lite, and therefore in a fcanty por-
tici. ‘They cannever add tothe {tock of humnan
Knowledge, for thev can never reach as tar as others
have gene betore them,

I mi grh* adid, intheir cenneltion, timt the nati-
onal wesith d clery which chitianity roquires
and yromotes, the religions ailemsblies and woriip
ieintroduces, the regulur well edncated minitlry it
forms, and the feats of fdierce avwhich they ave
formed. together with teachers in ﬁx: feats, ail
demand libe . rty and good laws; otherwife the leats
of literature fhall be demolithed, the minitlers of
the gofpel perecuted, the wealth of the church
and natton wafted, zmd their giory « zrmJ ed by e
defpotifm of a tyrant, and the ferviii ty of flaves.

how, it will be atked, {hall liberty be preferved?
I'reply again, in-this conne&tion of ideas, by rafing
up regular well educated mimfbters of ftate, who
fhall protect and favour religion, and form and ex-
ecute rightecus laws,  Fow, and where, and when
fhall thefe minifters be thus qualified # I reply, by a
well condudted, liberal, univerfity education, he- -
gun 1n early lite, at a place furnifhed with every pof-
fible convenience for the early and extenfive acqui-
fition of all w/-ful knowledge, human and divine

‘the two hnghﬂx Univeriities have been called
the eyes of the nation, the lights of church and
frate, and prodigious have been therr intluenceboth
1§ polmc'-md rel.gion. They have arrived at ma-
ture age. Qurs s the infant-of a day. 4t is jukt
I’dl(mU’ its feeble hands, and ftretching - them out.
'I'he oune it holds out te-the church, and the other
tc'the nation: Let rhe minifters both of juftice and
mercy take it by the hand. It will one day, with
the patronage of Heaven, reward as all.

‘I'e you, 1y brethren’in the minifiry, do i bey,
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“Jeave to clofe this addrefs, with this ebfervationx
I have net laid thefe things before you becaufe I
{u'pedt veur char.ty or weal.an the fubjet before us.
I w1 fay vith the Reverend and w orthy b r. Boft-
wick, o a timidar §occation, there is but one
preacher i ' 7 wlembly that 1 fuffed, but one
heact that I diitenft; and that prc'xch;x is myfielf,
thar heaitis my own. Ged ¢ Erant that I mav never
be diverted from-the preaching ana pra"’t}ce of cha-
rity, with a pure Leart fervently.

Let.us fupicionlly invefligate our own otives.;
for here is, as to ousielves; the eflence of the dury;
and here is the danger lof deception. Let us be
charitable indeed. Cur mafter cails by pretept and
example.  Angels call. Qur people call.  They
louk for onr example.  Cur office calls us to be en-
Jumples to the f’ork mn all good things.

't hat the ejort may be as univ erful as the call,
let:us banith prejudice, let us labour to poflefs .md
to Impiefs a fenfe of happin-/r eternal in the hea-
vens. 1 his will lead to every duty.—I.only add,
be propitious } hou Father ot all.+

viinilers].of juftice and ftate! I am happy in {ee-
ing fo 1aany of yon before me:: I hope I have be-
fore me a fertile foil—pood ground on which tofow
-thP good feed of charity. Lor you arenot exemnpt.

e et oyt n. 04

€ ‘In a fermon of his preached many years ago before the
5y; od of New-York and Philadelphia. -

4 Siuce the time.of delivering: this fermon at the Synod,
fome have complained of feeming coldnefs jn the clevgy.
If fo great an obje€t has besn omitted in their public priv-
‘ers. I hope it has been through' inadvertence. I-have the
Tame. hopv if.they have heen otherwife inattentive.

rhie preceding part,of .the Improvement was deliver.
ed bcf{ore the Synod of the Carolinas; but molt of it was
omjtted before the General . &ﬁ'cmb‘y and the folaavire
was prep.:red and deiivered 40 its roomd. ¢ T, hﬂ addes
‘tp the length of the {eigon,
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ed from the dut'es of charity, thouigh immediately
called to exercife legillative juftice.

Con forbid that 1 fhould be {o arrozant as to
dictate to vou on matters of legifiation ; but let me
beg leave to remind vou.of the duties of charity.

Your office calls von to 2im at the preventing of
crimes, and the promoting of virtue, and thus to
ward ol cilamities and diffufe hapgsinefs—while thus
employed you are aiding Cl"»il’lty ‘¢ Happinels is
the grcat object of all. "Happinefs is the centre to
which ttares as well as men are univerfally and pow-
“erfully attradted.””+ To difufe the greatett pmﬁble
degree of happinefs in a g:ven territory, is the aim
of a good government, and therefore | hope wili
be vour aim.

Fow you are to cffe& this, is a queftion of im.
portance, and leads to obferve,

That a ﬁate or nation canmot be happy without

glory and ~wealth. ¢ Lale without indolence, and
plenty thhout luxury or want.”’}  Norcan a peo-
p'e be happy without glory, that is without courage
“and clemency, without jultice and generafity, w ith-
out . temper ance, indaufiry,. hngahty, charity, &c.
For let thefe be reveried, and the nation is difgrac-
ed and defiroyed.
- Again, vou can never promote the happinefs of
the ftate, without hbgrty and good laws. Thefe
are to check luxury, encourage induilry, proteét our
perions, property and honeft earned fame, and fave
from the infamous and arbitrary pnthment of the
bowfirimng§ or Baffile.

Again, how can you effet this without public ge.
neral knewledge ? ¢¢ || W hen the clouds-of ignorance

are dxipclled by the radiance ot knowledge, powcr
m
T Vattel 't Vattci 4 hautm uwde o.f pvmfhment.
- §- Maequis de Beccoria. °
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tremblés, but the authority of the laws remains in.
violable.”” Knowledge is the guardian of laws.
Public knowledge is public glory. Seats of fci.
ence give chgmty to the nation. 1 hey form her il.
luftrious-ana dignified charadters. Britons glory in
the name of Newton, and have given him a place
aracng the fcpulshres of her kings. Americans
giory in.the naune of Franklin.. Every natioa boafts
o+ Acr Literati who has them.  Savage nations can-
not have-—rather cannot educate them; for many a
Newton has been bern and buried among favages.
Public knowiedge, or knowledge diffufed through
all departments, is public wealth. 1 he knowledge

of agriculture, manwtaéture and commuerce lays a

feuudation for the wealth of the ftate. It is the
civilized pation that is rich—ignorant favage natis
ons are-always in poverty. -

Minifters of ftate! I ueg leave to alk, How can
you preferve public knewledge withous feats of li-
terature? ‘i he experience of all ages has pronoune.
ed it inpoffible. Qur own experience through thg
Jate war, proves it to be impoflible. :

The plain farmer or mechanic, may be amazed
when they are told of dvantages they have ever
derived from a Univerfity. 'l hey are xgnarant of
the {fecrer connedtion of thmgs. They are igno.
rant of the improvement that human fcience hag
introduced into thei: pwn departments—as ignarant

_as they fcem to be of the advautage of reading the

o -

fenpmres i the vulgar tongue. |

. I beg leave to alk ¢uce more, Can you make lawo
and execute them without the affiftanrce of rels gion?
You may lay what plans you pleafe for he happi-
nefs of your country, but you can never execute
them without religion. What held'can you take of
each Other, o of y"ourcmﬁrwcnts ), wsehu\lt tht: re.

a Ea
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ligton of an cash?. Without this, what can all ysue~
courts of juftice de? Perjury they may punith, bue-
cannot prevent. |

How can the principles of religien be explained:
apd inculcated withour minifters of religion? You:
may as well make laws without law-makers, and hold
covrts without judges. If religion be neceffary to
th2 nation, {o 2re its miniflers. I-fay this not.asa-
minifler of religien, but as a méméber of the Rate—
as a member of civil fociety. | ‘

If the minifters of religicn be neceffary or ufe-
ful to the nation, enough has been faid to fhow that
they tannot be properly qualified but at feats of pub--
lic education. If you with your teachers to be
mere ufeful, take the proper means to qualify them"
for ifefulnefs.

To clofe the addrefs.—Be charitable. Let cha-
rity infinvate itfeif nto all your laws. Extend
them as far as pothble into the regions of charity.
Do nbt irritate the prejudices of the weakeft citi-
zen, but honeftly tell him your own opinion. 'l his
is the condu& of chriftian charity, which farther
calls you 1o bear the prejudices you cannot remove.

Attempt to remove the prejudices againit learn-
ing. Refled on the importance of literature to re-
ligion-—and of religion to the ftate.  Artend public
worfhip. Do yon confider the ill confequences of
your abfence on the lower ranks of life? What are.
your reafons’—Perhaps that the preacher s with-
cut education—a noily brawler. In the: name of
God then take the proper meafures to give him a
better education, and then come and hear him..

¢ hearers of all clafles, ages and characters!
View yourfelses as citizens, and as chriflians by pro-
feffion. And adore the King .of faints and nafions
Jor the privileges you have both in protpeét and pol-
jeflion. ] have only time-to.obferve, what you will

"
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frrd ontrefleétion -to he -true,. that God .has ‘dasz
more great-and good things for you than he has»cvepaf

done for-any.natien under heaven.
W‘l .

+ To draw out a parsi.ei between ancient Ifrael and mo-
dern America, would both entértain and inftruct.  All that”
we have time to obferve is, that Ifrael, at their firft exuit -
ence as a .gstion, were butl halt a million in number—in
the wilderuefs at Sinai—not one natioir their aly—torty
years before-thev reached the lasd of prom.fe—and feven
befure their wars ended w.th the Caunaanites.

We aré nmore than ix tnes their number— alreadyin the
" promifed laod--not come to the mnunt that might not be-
tauched, but to Mownt Zion—almoft ali n-t.ons our friends
— 11 wtlﬁeruefs to pafs through or perih .n--and a war thdt
continved no longer thaun the war of Canaan.:

s+ But niracles wirre wrought in their favour » . T reply,.

¢ Thofe miracies which were once wrought for his. chofen
peoy!e, are reoewed ir our favour.”(a) To give_ national -
laws in thunder and hgbtmng to half 2 imlijon of peop}e;
around the foot of a mountain, incapable’ of !ndklhg laws
for themlelves, is duubtlefls a miracle: But to permit more
than {ix times the foid number- of people, fpread over a
whole countiuent, different in manners, interefls, politics,
and religion—te permit them to make laws for themfeives-e-
to pre'ﬁde overtheir paflions and prejudites while they are-
making them~and-to efeét all this w:thout fhedding omne "
drop ot lraman- blvod, is a- greaeer miracle and'a gm a.ter»
merg |

. )‘; nation without” laws, is an- awful fpeé'tacle ”(b)
Such lutely were we. Often has myy heart treinbled for my
loved country. 1tis atarming to look back onthe progrefs
of vur federal governmient. My foul, never refle&t thou-
en the happy itlue, without a moit deveut. afpira.ion to
Heaven.

For the (i to ftand till, or tie walls of a‘city to fall down
at'a givem ligoal, are xmrades ; and when has ** The inter-
potitiun of Providence appeared more remarkably confpi--
cuous than in the refeve of the poit and gairifonof Weft:
Point.”(¢) * Ot inthe fallingof the walls of another Jg« ;
richo before :momer Jothua? When he whele voice com-

\a) Moﬂ[ da Baudola. Gorden's Amer, War, Vol, itis
b3 : cL ,

.(6 Fedevaltf?, | | el
(f) Wordso OincraIdemﬂgfam A T
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- ferid wes'w wihiat'doth the Lard require st ther O
a1y codntry:! but to<brenk off thy fina by repeniance,:
and thine hnquities by fhewing mercy to the poor—
to do juftiy, and love mercy, :md -walk humbly with-
tliy. God.

View yourfc}vcs .&gzm, for 1h hone you 21l with to-
be viewed-as chr.ttian profeliors, smd thank God for
the beft reliyivn: that was ever given to men. i he”
rtligion of ]f’fuo, iy the religioa of diarity. . Cul- -
Tvate thtwchgwn M $OUF oW hearts, ane take the
proper mea{uresto | romote 1t the hearts of others.

Beware of prejudices agoindt this rﬁ'l!g'dn for
grett paifis ave degn taken todp this: ~ “¥he’ books
that have apgeared againit chritisuity. have ferved
 texlear 3wy the rubbuh that has. been heaped  on

‘M-by its weak' friefids.” “I'hey bave driven in” the
ckergy from their out-works—their-earth-redgubzs
raifed " oa untenable gmund. After jepving this
parpofe, they have ditappearcd—¢ Difappeared:
- hike wemets that bave a hitile while {pread confler.
macion  while the facred writings, like the fixtflars,
hyve fhone with a fieaily luitre, theugh iﬂm&xmes-
Why a paffing cloud. 4 ‘ ‘

Beware of prejudices againit dnﬂ'eren t deaomina-
tions of reisgxon. Defigning uien have availed

e

w'anfh the wmﬁs, the feas, aid kalons, formed a jun@ion
@1 i8e fun;e day, in the fame hour. between 2 fuémdable
fieer from the fouth, aud an army rummg like un Hl’)})&lﬂ?
ol torpent, from the no.th.” ¢

I Am as tar frum beig a v- mary of an muﬁﬁﬁ as
perhiips au 5 man on earth; and yet I mufl join with mapg
others -in fuppeling that the preceding, .nd many other e-
veots not named, cannot be rational,y accownted for on hu-
miam principles. 1 therefure cen.ude, with the Pfalmift,
that the/e are the Lord's domg , @id marullom 1% our eyess

1 Beed’s fevmons. .

U) Monfieuy de Bandolea, Chaplmm to the ﬁv eh m-.

ﬁ. o4 188 reducion o Cerbwm, 5383,
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ithemlelves of this. You have herct an-excellert
soppor tunity of detel{ling the fraud. You have beret
an opportunity to fse -that there are ssanuny d’ fFe-
rent opinions about polmui\s as ‘religion, -and that
ftatfemen are as much divided .as churchmen.

The man, whofe foul, like Solomon’s,.is as the
fand that is on the feu /ﬁare for largenefs, will fee
the neceflity of differen: opinions to preferve know~
ledge of :every kind.

Behold the ule of that charity which Tboth gives
~and demands the li bexw of thought!

Beware of prejudicts araindt uman fcience, an@
‘the deais -of hwoan {cience. The crafty foes of
chriftiznity have fometimes prejudiced its aveak un-
defigning iriends againft them. <Chriftianity, dite-
rature and liberty have all heen expofed to {rmilar
objections, and they all admit of a {mel'u' defence.
The govd attending 2l -of them has been greater
than the evil Gt the .wond they thave bees the
caufe, and.of the evil they have been -onty the voca-
, fion. They have caufed good by ditfufing know ledge

and virewee ; and they have necafioned evil by -oppof-

ing ignorance aud wice, ar by being perverted by

thein.

The truth is, human fcience haz promoted religi-

, -on, liberty, nd*mnal wealth and natienal - 'rkuye
; Promote her then, O sy councry, and ihe will
ii promote thee. Exalt b rer, and flie will bring thee

to honour. Every thirg invices.  Make the effort,
and let it be the effort of all. +

. g
AT

fe

t Fayetteviile.

- Y A fiditary ftraggle can effed nothing.  The effedt will
$ be in proportion to number.  An effort in feciery will avail
) more than an effort injolitude. It has been demonttrated,

7 that a fingle guinez given tothe fuppert ot an hofpital, w. it
& eflect as much to relieve tentick, as the Ninre guines (0 1¢-
Llicve one to whom it was entirely given. (a)

va) Paey’s Moral Philof ) Te
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Let usnot be difcouraged by paft difuppointmenss
Dur academic efforts have failed becaufe they were
partial.  ‘T'he prefent profpect is flattering, becoufe
on a large fcale. The object is godlike, it is to
prevent the evil and promote the goad.

Let us not roll over the bufinefs on each other.
Let not private charity altogether depend on legif-
lative jultice, nor wice verfa. Our Legiflators, we
muft fay, have done well.  Let us afk no more, but
make a vigorous exertion on the principles of cha-
rity.  This, in fuch cofes, has been the moft com-
mon way of proceeding. Should it fail, which is not
probable, the churity of the Legiflature will doubt-
lefs interpofe and prevent.

Let us not, as individuals, think that others only
are interefted. Some fsy, ¢ Lot thofe be charita.
ble whe have children, or ar leait children to be eda-
cated for public life.””  They are, if any, the men
that might be exempted. ‘They who are without
children have no fucn pretence. To give to the
public a well educated, ufeful, profeflional member
of {ociety, is a grand and expenfive donation indeed.
It greatly furpafles, both in-exnence and immportance,
the educatimn of a farmer or mechanic, anditisa
donation frequently more ufeful to others than to

the m’iginal donor.
m

<

To our young rifing temple o1 fvience may this ke appli-
ed. A guinea zow piven to promote educution there, will
effeQl miore. on a large fotel thau ten to forward the edu-
cation of av 7. digery individoal. Ta one cafe your charity
cun reach buet o fioele obiest, in the other it may reach a
thoufund; forin the funds it witl be continually accomn-
fating.  In the ope cafz you do but relicve, in the other you
prewent diftrefs.

I fay new given, becaufe now is the ac-epted time.  An
aid #ow, is like an ad which parents give their children
when they bepin to keep haute. Toic of more haportance
saan twice phe fane gva afterward: giveu. |
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Let us not excufe ourfelves becaufe we are poor.
"T'ke ftory of the poor widow and her two mites,
fhould never be forgotten. Let the poor join with
the wealthy, and avail themfelves of :heir abun-
dance. Education can always be made eafy to the
poor, when teachers can be fupported -from gene-
wous funds.

A, a ftate, let us view our ftanding.in the Union—
and as a continent or nation, among the nations of
the world. - Let us be rovfed by the exertions that

_____ carl B

have been made by others t¢ promote fcience hu-
man and divine.

God will be with us. The objeét is hiz: own. He
prevents us with bis loving kindnefs. It iz irue God
has not prevented all mijery - but has he dene any
thing as if en purpof= o introduce it? It has been
afked, ¢ What member of the pody, wha: power
of the mind is formed te give pain !’ 1t Jeferves
then to be confidered how far mifery may a:ife irom
ilic very condition of our being. creatures at firft
without experience or habits ; aud alfo how far this
mifery may be prevented by the exerticns of fore-
fight, experience, and preventive charity. Let us
then hope that God will be with-us : For we are in
this cafe, workers tog:ther with him. The holy an-
gels who excel in knowledge, and I add i charity,
who prefide over nations and men, and perhaps feats

f fcience, will be with us.

The ipirits of the prophets, who have prefided
over the {chools of the prophets-—the {pirits of the
Apoftles, who in the fchool of Chrift were tuught

ll the ufeful learning of the :imes, and who after-
wards prefided over the chriftian fchools, will be
with us.t

.- ]
t Learning is the ufeful knowicdge of the age we live
in.  The ufeful kaowiedge of that age, was the know-

ledge of the Jewil and Chbaldee languages, Jewilh mufic,
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The friends of charity-and literature are irpoodt
«cmpany.. They are with the wife and bleft, and
their reward they will not lofe.. Heaven may rea-
lize th ir profpets here, and thew them the happi-
nefs of. a mation wh/> God ic the Lord.

Howeaver this be, ye friends of charity, you fhail.
not lofeyour reward.. While you live you fhall be
honcured by God, angels ane good. men.. W hen
you are fick, God will turn your-bed in your {icknefs ;
when you-die, they fhall receive you into everlafting
Yiabitations ;- when you are judged you fhall be ac-.
quiited, and your deeds of charity proclaimed be-
fore-al..

Who would not be charitabik, and wito would not:
Bepin early tobe fo! Young men be charitable, and
great will-be-yovr reward, fhouldyour life be long.-
Yo aged be charitable, your reward is at hand.

Foes 0. charity and. learning ! you are m bad
eompany, and in e way to be in worfe.. Change
fides.. Come -~ 'rto the other party. They open
their- arms to receive you.. They now call you.
They {ay come.. Your Creator and Redsemer far
vome.. The {pirit and the bride—the church above-
2nd the church below,. fay come.. Your coun-
try. and your confcience, fiy come.. Your Judge
fays, belold I coma quickly and my reward i1s with.
me.. Yven fa; come Lord Jefus.. AMEN..

ewith lawe and propliccies, or the knowladge of tire OAd!

eltamits  With all thefe the difciples were acqueinted.
Geography, afircnomy, &¢. were Lot kuown in.theis
ACALRILAE S .
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