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readers is requested to correct with the pen.
in THE NoTes
Page 20, line 15. Yor inures read inaures.
IN THE REMARKS oN REGENEKATION,
Page 4,line 4, For principle read principal,
Page 8, line 6, from bottom, For 8 read 1,
Page g, line 9, For peopls read peoples.
Page 10,line 6, For bc 1ead &y.
Page 21, line 16 & p. 37 b1a. F)r Pa’ agrtan read Pelag:m.
Page 22, line g9, For circumsize read circumcise.
Page 22, line 12, from bottom, For male read maré,
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Page 28, line 17. For Parea read Perea.
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A SERMON, &ec.

THE )@ATURE AND IMPORTANCF

OoF

CHRISTIAN WATCHFULNESS.

Keep thy heart with all diligence : for out of it are the issues of
“,ife, : PrO'v. iVo 23.

THE. heart, literally understood, is, “the muscle,
which, by its contraction and dilation, propels the blood }
through the course of circulation; and is therefore consi-
dered as the source of vital motion.” It istrue ina natura),
and in a spiritual sense, that ¢ out of it are the issues of life.””
The heart is considerably aguated, when the mind is strongly
exercised. Itis probably for this reason, that it is figuratively 2
used for the mind itself, or for the exercise of any of its facul-
ties, Itis, withus, in popular style, confined to the affectivns
or passions: such as, love, hatred, jouy, sorrow, fear, courage,
&c.: and is not often used to signify the understanding.
‘' T'o denote this faculty, we sometimes speak of a good ar
bad Aead; we also use the term drain. is, and not the
heart, we regard as the seat of intelligence and discernment.
Yet this was a frequent use of the term Aearé among the
ancieats, not the Hebrews only, but even the Greeks and
Romans.”—( Campb. Diss. 4. 1%3.)

Amonc the many passages, in which Solomon himself
uses the woid kear? to denote the intellect, you will find
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one in Prov. viii. 5. «“Oh ye simple! understand wis-
dom ; and ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.”

3 Awmonxc otherauthors, Fosea vii. 11, compares ihe house
of IsweNr the ten tribes, to a silly dove, without heart:
whefe the cogiext shews, that he intended a reproof for the
want of uﬂdﬁr nding, which should ever be the re-
* siffofY% %‘he passage is accordingly trans-
lated by Bishop Horsley, “For Ephgaim 13 like a silly
dove without sense.”

THE Seriptures contemplate the hearts of some men as
clean, pure, honest and good. At other times we hear of
an cvil heart of umbehef, a fa¢ or stupid heart, a hard and
stony heart. By the latter kind is mcant a soul in a state of
natural depravity, dead in trespasses and sins. Whichis
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.  Which
i3 not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
From such a fountain as this, we certainly should not ex-
pect.the issues of life. But ¢ from within the human heart,”
in this state, ¢ proceed vicious machmanons aduiteries,

4 fornications, murders, thefts, insatiable des;res, malevolence
fraud, xmmodesty, envy, calumny, arrogance, levity. All
tl‘:csc evils issue from within, and poliute the man.” Mark

. 21, 22, 23,

Bu'r, cried Jesus, on the great day of a Jewish festival,
“‘He who believeth on me, as the scripture hath sald [a )
out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Itis,
then, frém the heart of the believer that the issues of life are
to be expected. To the believer, then, 1 address myself
in the name of the living God. ¢ Keep thy heart with all
diligence: for out of _. are the issues of life.” The world,
the flesh, and the Devil, unite their efforts against you : but
resist the Pevil, and he will flee from you; your faith has
overcome the world; and the law of the spirit of life in
Christ Jesus, has freed you from the law of sia and death.
"Thescfore work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling: for it is God who worketh in you, both to will and
to do of his good pleasure.

5 Tye vigilance, inculcated in the text, is intense and un-
remitted. Keep thy heart; preserve it; guardit. Keep
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I

itwith dibigence ; with alf diligence; keep it ebove all dili-
gence: for thus is the particle translated in Dout. xiv. 2,
and thus you will find it in our text in the margin of our
English Bible.

Tris watchfulness against cvil and error, and diligence
in the prosccution of truth and holiness, leaves no time for
loitering, no excuse for neglect, and nc plea for the least re-
laxation of the most vigorous exertion. It is, in facr, an
epitome of that holy law, which demands perfect and per-
petual obedi\euce. This service extends further than our
words or actions : God demands the soul as well as the bo-
dy. ¢ My son give me thy heart.” ¢ Keep thy heart with
all diligence,”” and so forth. This, it is evident, we arc not
able to obey. Christ has obeyed it for us; but Christ was
not the minister of sin. The law is not the less strict {or
our inability or his perfect atonement, For he came, not ¢
to destroy, but to ratify the law. When you sce a law in
your members warring against the law of your mind, and
bringing you into captivity to the law of sin, which is in
your members; endeavour not to get clear of the guilt, by
detracting from the purity of the divine law : but by a fresh
application of the blood of Jesus: still considering the law
as perfect and spiritual, and the commandmeat as holy and
just and good, and making it your endeavour, in obedience
to the Lord Christ, to ‘‘keep thy hieurt with all diligence :
for out of 1t are the issues of hfe.”’

Our end in all that we do, should be the glorv of God
and our rule, his word. "L'he evident reason of the greay
contrariety of opinion concerning what 1s the import of hi-
word, and what tends ta his glory, is, an ignorance of the
one, or an unwillingness to promote the other. But you,
who have willingly submitted yourselves to the gurdance of
Heavenly wisdom, must sce the necessity of an humble, a7
constant, ang diligent perusal of the sacred oracies. "Their
perfect adaptation to every spiritual wunt, is so well described
by Mr. Pike, that I must beg leave to give 1t in his own
words. Its length will be pardoned on account of its value.

‘“Is the understanding naturally blind? here are the
Hrightest and most important discoverices snited to enlight-
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en it. - Js the conscience stupid? here are the nost rouz-
ing, awakening, and weighty considerations produced to
view. Is the will obstinate and perverse? here are the
most mollifying, inviting, endearing truths presented. [But
further : this exhibition comes the nearest our case that you
can suppose.] Are we in great danger? it propounds a
refuge. Are we under corruption and weakness ? it pro-
poands all sufficient strength and grace. Again; are we
incapable to help ourselves, and unable to bring any thing
to God as a price or condition? all this that we want, is

8 presented as freely to be given to us, and wrought in us.
Again; are we under any concern that our state is so bad ¢
do we sce it as altogether hopeless in itself? here is full,
free, suitable, sufficient grace held forth.in Jesus Christ, at-
tended with the sincerest and freest invitations. Again;
are we naturally ignorant that our state is so bad 2 here we
are told in the most plain, affecting, and close language,
what it really1s. And lastly ; are we naturally unconcern-
ed about our souls? here is presented before us a future
cternal state : Heaven with all its joys, hell with all its ter-
rors; the shortness of life, the vanity of the creature, and
indeed all the most striking thoughts, that man can conceive,
or could 7invent, to rouze and awaken. [And remem-
ber that the act of coming, trusting, &c. is nothing else but
that exercise of desire and expectation, that would necessa-

Qrily arise from a real belief of these things.”” ]—/ Appendix
to a dissertation on berit and diatheke, oy Samuel Pike.)

Avrr this, the word of God is calculated to do, upen any
rational mind which will sincerely believe it. But you, to
whom the spirit of God has given to believe, very well
know that faith is the gift of God ; and that nothing less
than that immediate, supernatural agency, which first exci-
ted it in your bosom, can keep it alive there. The doc-
trine of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, in his immediate
influences, is essential to the Christian Religion. Without
these enlightening influences, it is impossible spiritually to
understand, believe, or improve the word of God. This
doctrine, however, is grossly misunderstood and misrepre-
sented by some, verv obscurely perceived, and miserably
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defended by others, and by others again totally denied. To
do justice to the text, a quotation and explanation of one
authority at least seems necessary.  For 1t 1s impossible to
keep the heart, that is, to inform the understanding and cul- 1.
tivate the spiritual affections, without habitual prayer, that
the Father of light would illuminate the one, and that the
Fountain of love would cherish the other.

Tue Apostle Paul, thus addresses the church, 2 or. iv.
3—17, < But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost; in whom the God of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glo-
rious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should -
shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’
sake. For God who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God, in the fuce of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excel-
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”

By the immediate operation of the spirit of God, we 11
mean such an exercise of Divine power, as is exerted in
creating the light, even before the existence of the heavenly
orbs, which have since been the instruments of enlighten-
ing the world. And whether the doctrine of immediate
influences be true or not, this is evidently the kind of ope-
ration contemplated by the Apostle, in the passage quoted
above.

But those who deny this doctrine, say that the Divine
spirit is withdrawn from the world since the days of the
Apostles; and that since that time, the word operates in re-
gencration and edification, just as the sun does, in giving
light to our eyes: that is, by established laws. And that
Paul meant no more than this, when writing to the Corin-
thians. It is a strange kind of humility in the Apostle, to
say that he 1is an earthen vessel, and that he preaches not
himself, but his master; and then to tell us in the next

- breath, that the epistle which he has written, is sufficient 12
of itself, without any further help from his master, to revo-

lutionize a world, YWhen modern Philosophers tell us that

TN Ty

ki whbe i _
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God has withdrawn from the world not only siuce, but evel.
long before the days of the Apostles; and that their ph:-
losephistical disquisitions are capable of illurmpizing and
reforming mankmd ; humility is the last virtuc which wc
could attribute to them. But it 1s evident that the Apos-
te’s expressions manifest the most profound self-abasement ;
}vl?etore no such arrogance can be fairly aseribed to hin.
uT it will be said that it was a sufficient manifestation
‘of humility, to confess that his words were not his own,
" but the dictate of Divine inspiration. That the spirit in-
dicted what he wrote, is certainly a truth, and one which is
43 frequently eommunicated to us in the Scriptures: but
where is it done? certamly not in the passage which we
have read. The Apostle is net speaking of the mspired
penmen exclusively, but of the preachers of the gospel in
general. And of these he says that ¢ we have this treasurc
committed te earthen vessels, that the excellence of the pow-
er may be of God, and not of us.” What power? not that
which indieted the word, but the excellence or exceeding
greatness of that power which shone into the hearts of the
Corinttiian church, in common with them, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ: and which is as immediate and efficacious, as that

act which brought light out of darkness.
NEITHER is it a great mollificatiory of the error which we
are opposing, to concede, as its warmest advocates some-
14 times do, that the Spirit is present, and that though he does
not act immediately upon the heart; yet he mfuses a mi-
raculous: efficacy into the word, as the angel did into the
sanative waters of Bethesda; which, it is said, is universal-
ly allowed by sound divines, to be a type of gospel times.
BeTrESDA, or Hbuse of mercy, was the name of a bath
in Jerusalem. It appears to have been, in the time of our
-Saviour, a- place of resort for those whose maladies were int
curable by natural means. The water was occasionally
agitated ; and then the first who stepped in was cured. It
is a- matter of doubt with some of the greatest Philologists,
whether the messenger whic descended into the bath was a
mere man, or an Angel from Heaven: for the origimal
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word 1s often used for each. Be this however as it may,
there 1s no cvidence to prove that he imparted any super-
natural eficacy io the waters themselves, but ouly that the 35
agitation which he excitedy was the occasion, on which God
chose to heal the patient, by an immediate, miraculous in-
Huence. |

StiLr it is said that a healing power was, on these ocea-
sions, imparted to the water, which rendered it infallibly
suceessful.  But why was this power imiparted? and wh
this change wrought in the water, if such was the fact? evi-
dently because it was not, without 1t, adapted to the end.
And can this be said of the word of God? It is perfectly
adapted to all our wants. It requires no change, and it will re-
ceive none. All that is necessary, 1s that our hearts under-
go such a change, that we shall be willing to receive it.

MogreovERr; if there be any meaning in the assertion,
that the word has a supernatural infallible eficacy commu-
nicated to it, it is this; that every one who hears it, when 16
cloathed with this power, must irresistibly yield to its benign
influence. Buthow does Paul account for the contrary fact?
that the gospel is hid to some, while the minds of others
were enlightened? Not by saying that there was any differ-
ence in the word; for it was the same precious gospel which
was preached to both, and often at the same time and place:
But the God of this world hath blinded the unbelevin
minds of some; while that God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shone into the hearts of
others. _

“TrEsE things,” I can say with a certain Apostle, “I
have written to you concerning those who would deceive
you. And as for you, the unction whicl you have receiv-
ed from him, abideth in you; and ye have no necessity that
any one should teach you. But as this unction teacheth
vou concerning all things, and is true and hath no falsehood 17
i it; even as that hath taught you, abide in him.”

As I am addressing those whose hearts God has opened
to receive his word, it will not be unacceptable to recomn:
mend the frequent participation of the Holy Eucharist: not
as a means of informing the understanding, but of enliven

B
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ing our faith and love, and of begetting in us peace of cori-
scicnce, and joy in the Holv Ghost.  And all this it is cal
culated to do, when, with the reception of thie emblems, the
Divine Spirit makes a [resh application of Jesus Christ und
his spiritual blessings. It becomes then wn important means
of keeping the heart.

Turs institution has taken place of all the bloody sacri .
fices of the ancient dispensation. The passover was in
commemoration of the protection which the Israelites en-

joyed from the wrath of the destroying Angel; and of their

glorious deliverance from Egyptian tyranny. A Sin-offer-

181ng was a sacrifice to which the sius of the person were im-

puted. The Purifier or Purification-sacrifice was slan at
the dedication of the old dispensation. Bcehold ! said Mo-
ses, the blood of the Covenant, which the Lord hath madc
with you; or more literally; Lehold the blood of the (6}
Purifier, or Purification.sacrifice, which JEHOVAH hath
cut off before you, &c. Exod. xxiv. 8.

Burt ¢ Christ, our Passover, or Paschal Lamb, is sacri-
ficed for us;”’ says Paul, 1 Cor. v. 7. *“ And he” says the
Apostle John, “1s himseif the propitiation or Sin-offering
for our sins.” 1Johnii 2. ¢ Forit is not possible that the
blood of bulls and goats should take away sins. Where-
fore when he cometh into the world, he saith ; sacrifice and
offering thou wouldst not: but a body hast thou prepared
me. In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin, thou hast no
pleasiye. Then said I, L.o! I come, (in the volume of the
book it is writtent of me,) to do thy will, O God !’ Hebr.

X, 4r—T7.

19 By his coming, he has abolished typical sacrifices, and

dedicated a new dispensation : not by the bleod of beasts,
as Moses did the old; but by the offering of his own body.
“ And he tqok the cup; and giving thanks, he gave it unto
them: saying; drink yeallof it: for thisis my blood; the
blood of thcchw Cuvenant, or of the /6) New Purifica-
- qrifice, which is shed for many, for the remission of
Ing, . MAtt. xxvi. 87, 28.
nn'?‘u,u “ardinance is celculated to promote our growth in
grace, hecause, while participating of it in faith, the Spiri
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of Jesus works in us, and gives us a spiritual union to Christ
and to one another, which is as real, as if we were literally
to partake of his flesh znd his blood. * The cup of bless.
ing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood
of Christ# [l bread which we break, is it not the com-
munion of the bedy of Christ? For we, being many, are
one bread and one baody : for we are all partakers of that
one bread.” 1Cor. x. 16, 17.

To these we may add, the public and privatc adminis- 20
tration and reception of religious instruction: such as;
preaching, catechising, and visiting, for the purpose of con-
versation on spiritual subjects  David, in the xxiii Psalm,
makes the House of God a figure of Heaven, the place of
eternal light and happiness.  And on the subject of religi-
ous conference, Malucht’s well-known words are these ;
“ Then they that feared the Lord, spake often one to ano-
ther, and the Lord hearkened and heard it; and a book of
remembrance was written before him, for them that feared
the Lord and that thought upon his name. And they shall
be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make
up my jewels: and I will spare them, as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him.” Mal. 1. 16, 17.

These conversations, however, should not all be of the
incidental and transient kind. Paul to the Hebrews, or-
dains, by divine authority, systematic associations, for the 21
purpose of prayer and mutual edification and exhortation.
After exhorting them to observe one another, as an excite-
ment to love and good works, he says; ¢ not neglecling
the assembling of yoursclves together as the manner of
sorae is: but exhorting one another: and sc much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.” Heb. x. 25.

But reading, praying, spiritual conversation and com.
munion, though certain when mixed with faith, and attend-
cd by the operation of the Divine Spirit, to promote the
health of our minds; are not the only means calculated for
that end. The heart is made better, not only by the per-
formance of those duties of which God is the maore immedi.
ate object, but by a diligent attention to the persona} per-
formance of al! our relative duties; justice, Jibw s BN
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tieness, mercy: and by a constant endeavour that those
22 whom God may commit to our care, may, as far as depends
on our instruction and authority, be found in the same
course. Solomon says, ¢ The liberal soul shall be made
fat: ang he that watereth shall be watered also himself.”
Prov. xi. 25, « Pure religion,’” says the Apostle James,
“«pure and undefiled religion, before God and the Father is
this ; to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and
to kegp himself unspotted from the world.”” James i. 27.
And it is given in commendation of Abraham: “for 1
know him, that he will command his children and his
h sebold after him ; and they shall keep the way of the
to do justice and judgment.” Gen. xviii_19.
THE duty of thus keeping the heart, becomes our chief in-
terest, from the cons:demtnon, that, “ out of it are the 1ssues
of life.” The deceitfulness of sin often suggests that tp
ourselves, and take up our cross, is not at all times
23 the most politiek, and that, in many cases, we would mark
out a way more profitable to ourselves and others. Bug
t,ha: ‘God who made the earth and all things jn it, has said,
that the ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, and a.ll
her paths arc aths of peace. While they who hate wisdom
loxe death. Fe who substitutes his own wisdgm for that
. vhich comes from Heaven, shall meet with certain and
- Sudden dlsappomtment Behis talents ever so great, though
Yie build bis nest among the stars, vet will God bring him
dowp thence. “The young men shall faint and be weaued
-and the chosen y ouths shall stumble and fall : Lut they that
trust i Jchovah shall gather new strength : they shaﬂ put
- forth thcrs like the mioulting eagle. They shall run and
not be , they shall march anward and shall not faint.”
Isgiah =t 30, 31.
F)og yon, my christian fdthers and brethren, who may
24 haye BgS ﬁﬂd christian experience, it is easy to imagine,
ap alteraticn would take place in society, were pro-

afey:of religion, or eyen that of them who possess
» “%“?M.ﬂ@w in ‘fecpgra;%'w own hearts, and

T others, whach is their duiy and psi-
: pnper&ct smc Rid th’*y pant after

< P
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knowledge and picty, they would become wise and holy -
and therr labours and example would be ome mean, of re-
volutionizing the world which lies in sin.  Secret and so-
cial prayer, family religion, and the public ordinances of
the sanctuary, would be as our meat and our drink : while
patience and prudencc, gentleness, justice and benevolence,
would protect our dwellings. Temperance, industry and
frugality would mark the countenance, the hands and the
dress of a christian: while the funds of the church, and the
mcrease of missionary labourers, would proclaim tus zeal |
and liberality. Profane swearing and drunkenness would 25
disappear. The gaming table and ball room, the moc-field,
the rostrum, and the theatre, institutions so pleasing to the
flesh, those graves of virtue, and hot-beds of vice, would
be ne more : and iniquity as ashamed would hide its head.
Then should the mountain of the House of Jehovah be es-
tablished on the top of the mountains, and be exalted above
the hills; and all nations should flow unto it. And many
peoples should go and say, come ye, and let us go up to
the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jaceb ;
and he will teach us .of his ways, and we will walk in his
aths. |
d Is this thg character of christians, of churches, and of
society in our country, and in our respective neighbour-
hoods? If not, what is the reason? Is it for the want of
leisure or industry 2  Is it because we are destitute of mo-
ney, or intellectual talents, that the interest of the church is 26
not pushed forward? Giving and receiving fashionabie
visits, and an unremitted diligence in procuring wealth for
vourselves and children, manifest bath leisure and industry.
Intellectual viguur shews itself, in some, by an acquaint.
ance with history and geography ; in others by a great fa.
miliarity with the heathen writers of antiquiy. And if
half that love were shown to the welfare of your soul, or to
your Divine Redeemer, which you shew to the world and
its vanities ; and half that money spent for the interests af
religion, which is spent for ¢/ pernicious grnaments, and
sunk in unprofitable pleasures, you would be thought mad
cnthusiasts, and in danger of ruining vour families.



14

BreETHREY, lend me, for a moment, your serious and
candid ear. Open your eyes, and look around upon the
country in which we live. Is there any one so ignorant as

26 not to know, that vice increases and triumphs, notwith-
standing the empty boasts which some make of the purity,
faithfulness, and success of the Gospel-Ministry? And
where are we to find that humble, forbearing, self-denying,
persevering zeal, which God has appointed as a barrier
against the torrent of iniquity ? Was it found among the

« children of Israel in the time of Hosea? just as much as it
1s in our church at this day. Then, “Hear the word of
Jehovah, ye children of Israel; for Jehovah hath a contro-
versy with the inhabitants of the land; because there is
no truth, nor piety, nor knowledge of God in the land.
Cursing, and falschood, and murder, and theft, and adulte-
ry, know no restraint, and blood follows close upon blood.
Therefore the land shall mourn, and every one dwelling
therein shall pine away.” Hosea iv. 1-3.

- BrETUREN, thisis no time for flattery.  Our land groans
under sin, and our foes bear down upon us. On the north,
and on the south, on the east and the west, our enemies
shake the spear; and in the bosom of our country are a

28 host of injured foes, who are ready, at the fiest signal; to
requite their toils and sufferings, on the heads of their cru-
el tyrants. Our armies abroad are defeated, and we, at
home, are left to mourn the loss of our dearest connections.
Behold the teader youth! snatched from the embraces of
his friends, to dic under the hatchet of the ruthless savage,
or the proud, the perfidious Englishman.  He felt indignant
at his country’s wrongs, and his patriotic spirit exults in
the moment when she resolves on self-defence.  His mili-
tary ardour cannot relish safety, while others are in danger;
and he enrols himself as a volunteer for the service of his
country. He soon is called to march. In parting he re-
strains his grief, rather than increase the anguish of his pa-
rents. Bat in wking leave of his neighbours and friends,
he indulges the joy of serrow. The tears gush from his

~veyes, and the sobs burst from his bosom : for the soldier

- hes aheart to feel.” But the sunshine of cheerfalhess again

L
-
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umes his countenance, and he who was rocked in the cru-
dle of ease, endures, with the fortitude of a veteran, the fa. 2%
iigues of a long and laborious march. In the wilderness,
in the sufferings of a northern winter campaign, he cheers
his comrades, and sooths their impatience. And in the
ncat of battle, though overpowered by numbers, he exhorts
his companions to stand their ground, us the only possiblc
means of safety : but he is borne ulong by his numerous
encinies, as the snow is driven by the sweeping hurricane,
till pierced by a ball, he sinks to rest. -Truly, “this is a
people spoiled and plundered.  All their chosen youths are
taken in the teils, and are plunged in the dark dungeons.
They are become a spoil, and there was none to rescue
them; a plunder, and no one said restore. Who is there
among you that will listen to this ? that will hearken, and
attend to it for the future? Who hath given Jacob for the
spoil, and Israel to the plunderers? Vas it not Jehovah ?
lie, against whom they have sinned? i whese ways they
would not walk ?"and whose law they would not obey? 30
Therefore poured he out upon them the heat of his wrath,
and the violence of war.” Isa. xlii 22—25.

Ir there be any within the sound of my voice, who,
though not guilty of outrageous sins, are yet in the habit-
ual neglect of that constant, diligent watchfulness, that hum-
ble piety, inculcated in the text, and who have not even
professed a desire for it; to such I would take the hiberty
of speuking, if 1 can obtain the favour of their attention.
Your first excuse, and probably your last, is the inconsis-
tency of professors; and why should you concern yeour-
-clves about a religion, which, while it pretends to so much,
cannot save its votaries from scnsuality, pride, avarice and
ambition? and why should you enter a society, the mem-
bers of which so grossly impose upon mankind ?

I7 is true, that the internal enemies of the church arc
aumerous and formidable; and that they have much in-
fected the real children of God. It is true, that one of
these, though he have a fair character for piety, and even31
be, by profession a preacher of the gospel; does more in-
jury to society by his intrigues and bad example, than is
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in the power of our atheistical Doctor with his Pestaloziar
school. You take their conduct as a justification of your
own. They indulge in forbidden pleasure, pomp, and pa-
rade, that they may gain a salutary influence over vou ; and
thus take your conduct as a justification of theirs. \Vhen
men are drowning, each hopes to be saved by graspmng th
other; and thus they perish together.

mesruus ye ministers of God; can you thus sce
your fellow-mertals hanging over the dismal lake, and re-
main engaged in searching after the an.usemenis, the honors
and profits of this life 2 Can you sit at your ease; and sce
them tottering on the crumbling brink of eternal woe? The
monitory *trumpet at thy mouth; be it like the eagle over
the House of Jehovah.” With a hoarse and terrible scream;
let it alarm the hearts of the careless; ¢ inasmuch as they

32 have transgressed my covenant, and rebelled against my
laws.” Hosea viii. 1, see H.’s version.

Byur is there not here some discreet and faithful servant,
who makes a business of religion 2 to whom it is as meat
and drink te perform the will of his Master 2 ¢ Happy
that servant, if lMs master, at his rcturn, shall find hun so
employed.” Simeon was ¢ 3 just and religious man, who
expected the consolation of Israel.” Anna ¢ departed not
from the temple, but served God in prayer and fasting,
night and day.” Though the corruption of the church was
almost universal, yet to theae nious individuals was it given
to embrace the Saviour. His person is now in Heaven;
but we have the promise of his Spirit to all who believe :
“ | will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.” 2 Ccr. vi. 16. Hav-
ing, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved ; let us cleanse

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect-
ing holiness in the fear of God.”” 2 Cor. vii. 1.

Wriss I hail you, however, as highly blessed of the

33 Lord; let' me not forget to give you a salutary caution, if
not a-seasomable reproof. Take notice, it is addressed to
none but them-who are humbled, under a sense of the de-
ceitfulness and-wickedness of their own hearts ; to none but
such as cab se¢and lament the sins of our charch and coun-
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try ; to noae who do not in heart, as well as in word, ac-
knowledge themselves bound so make an unreserved sur-
render, of their souls and bodies, their time, and labour,
and werldly substance to the Lord Redeemer; to be used
znasely for his glory, without regard to our pleasure. The
Scriptures guard us, in every page, against the temptations
of an ensnaring world. Agamst these, is the vigilance in-
culcated in the text directed; and against these would I
caution you in a peculiarly plain, close, familiar manner:
for on this subject the most exemplary needs to be admon.
ished. What is meant by sci-love, the love of pleasure,
ndulgence; lightness of spirit, foolish-jesting, unprofitable
conversation? \What do you understand by the love of 34
the world; the lust of the eye, the pride of life? evidently,
sins which prevail around us: sins which lose their enor-
mity, and become more dangerous, by. being daily defend-
ed and practised, in our social and religious circles. You
know, that to desert the beaten track, and bear a testimony
against error, will bring upon you the scoffs of mankind.
Do the surmises, the slanders or the scoffs of men, hurt
your feclings more than the tears, the groans, and the blood,
of God manifest in the flesh? Does your heart tremible
at the thought ef dtsgrace and persecution, like the seivant
of Elisha, when be saw the city of Dothan surrounded with
horses and chariots?  Open your spiritual eyes, as ke did,
and behald the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire
round about you: and know, that they who are with us,
are more than they who are with them.

A~Dp now let all who are in my hearing, both friends 35
and foes, admirers and scorners, attend. If yeu hereafter
lead a vain, careless, wordly life, remember, that’it is not
for the want of admonition; it is not because God has left
himself without a witness in the werld. I call Heaven and
earth to witness, that I have, this day, solemnly entreated
you to keep your hearts with all diligence : not that dili-
gence which characterizes professors of religion in general,
(a thing which differs as much from christian watchiulness,
as sleeping in a bed of down is different from the ‘manly
quties of a military sentinel), but a forsakitg of the “some-

&

-
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and vanities of the fashionable world, and the desires and
amusements of the flesh;” and nothing less than ¢ forsak-

ing all, denying sclf, taking up the cross, and following

‘gg'ist-” This is not a vain thing, for your life is in it.

36 Itis the only thing which can gi\:ﬁ\appiness in prosperity,
or comfort in-adversity. The only thing which can make
you useful in lifc, or prepare you for death and judgment.
“ Watch therefore, since ye know not at what Aour your
master will ceme.”
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NOTES ON THE SERMON.

(a) Out of his heart. LEk tes tkoilias autou. Gr. Out of his
selly. Common Transl. The word koilia is here translated kear?,
Secause though often denoting the belly and the womb, it some-
times signifies merely the internal part of any thing, like bethern
inthe Hebrew; and frequently renders that word in the 70 in
passages where the mind or the heart is often intended. It is for
this reason that in a certain instrument now in the hands of the
Presbytery of W. L. I have translated Prov. xviii. 8, as follows;
“ The words of a tale-bearer are as wounds, and thcy go down into
the innermost chambers of the soul.”” Should it be established
that this word does originally and literally peint out & certain part
of the human body, this is no substantial objection to the. version
given above; for it is a characteristick of the Hebrew language,
of which the Greek of the Scriptures abundantly partakes, that
the mind itself and its various operations, are described by the ef-
fects which they produce upon the body, and its different parts.
Even more than this may be said ; that the names of the bodily
features are sometimes (especially in the song: of Solomon) used in
reference to the dress which covers them ; a position which is es-
tablished by Williams, Parkhurst, and other criticks, from the
style of eastern langauges and writings in general. This remark,
if true, shews the great imperfection of the common version, and
at the same time removes the ohjection of indelicacy which has
been urged against the Canticles. The translation given to the
word koilia, not only in my sermon, but in the writings of much
greater men, is preferable to the common one, not only becsuse it
is more correct, but for the same reasons that mesctin beguir, in
1 Sam. xxv. 34, is better translated male than ——ee —e,

(6) The Hehrew cret beriz, like the latin fprercutere foedus,
does sometimes signify to make a covenant, though originally to
slay a victim. The reason is, that sacrifices were offered at the for~
mation of covenants. Whether the literal or the figurative ren-
dering be best in the present instance, I will not undertake to
prove, because not perfectly satisfied. Although the version which
my sermon contains is strongly advocated by some of the best Eng-
lish criticks, and, if I mistake not, by Dr. W. ef Philadelphia, I
ventured to use it only in a work which wasto be submitted to a
bady of divines. . <y

It is most probable that the meaning of &farkeke in the New-
Testament is to be decided by that of erfr in the old.
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(c) *“ Morcover Jechovah hath said; because the daughters of
Zion are naughty,and walk with displayed neck, and wanton locks;
(oculorum mobilis prtulantia) mincing their steps as thev go, and
making a tinkling with their feet; (70, tois posin paidzousi, spori-
i1g or dancing with their jfeety) therefore will Adoni humble the
head of the daughters of Zion, and Jehovah will expose their na-
kedness. In that day will Adoni take from them the ornaments
of the feet-rings, and the net-works, (handkerchicfs or caps of net-
work or embroidery) and the crescents, the pendents, the brace-
lets, (French transl. chainettes, liztle ckains, of gold, or pearls, or
other precious stoncs: piobably the mecklaces, (monilia) as the
Vulgate has it, from which the netheput, drofis or fiendants, hung.)
and spangles, (Eng. Margin.) the bonnets, and the fetters (golden
chains for the arms), and the ribbands, and the perfyme-bhoxes,
(Olactoriola, Vulg.) and the ear-rings, (invres, Vuls.) the rings
or the finger, and the rings for the nostril, the embroidered rebes,
awgl the mufllers, and the cloaks (hykes) and the ornamented bod-
kins, the garments of gauze (or the mirrors) and the fine linens,
(8-~—=3) and the turbams, and the veils {Vulg. theristra.) And
there shall be, instead of perfwme, a putrid ulcer—and instead of weld
girt raiment, rags—and ins¢ead of high dressed hair, baldness—-and
instead of a cincture, {a swathe for the breast, from fet, @ priece, and
geldy to rell round,) a girdle of sackcloth—a sun-burnt skin instead of
beauty. Thy peopie shall fall by the sword,and thy mighty men in
battle. And her doors shall lament and mourn, and desolate shall
she sit on the ground. And seven women shall lay hold on ene man
in that day: saying ;-our own bread will we cat, and with our own
garments will we be clothed; only let us be called by thy name :
take away our reproach.” —Jlegick iii. 16~=to—iv. 1.

“Wherefore, T will return and carry off my corn in its time,
and my wine in its season, and 1 wi!l take away my wool and my
wax which were to cover her nakedness.”’~—=Hosea 1i. 9.

“ A nran cannot gerve two r..sters: for he will either hate
one and love the other; or at least will attend one and neglect the
othe». Ye cannot serve God and Mammon. Therefore I charge
you; be not anxious about your life, what ye shall eat, ar what ye
shall drink’; nor about your body, what ye shall wear. 1Is not life
a greater gift than food, and the body than raiment ?"’—Ma1. vi.
24,25. |

“ Be not conformed to this world; but be transformed in the re-
newing of yeur mind; that ye may experimentally know that will
of God which is good, acceptable, and perfect.””—Rom. xii. 2.

“Y wish........... w-mp likewise, that the women also adorn them-
selves with decent §ss, (a word implying behaviour also, in the
original,) riot with plaited hair,’or gold, or pearls, or costly appa-
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v2i; but {as becometh womcen professing godliness) with good
WOorkS.=—=1 Zim. 11. 9, 10, :

“ W hosc {the women’s) adorning, iet it not be that which is out.
ward ; such.as plaiting the hair, aud putting on geld, and wearing
clothes (maatles or hykes), but let it be the hidden man of thc
heart, .in that which is not corruptible: even the ornament of a
meek and quict spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”

} Pes. iii. & 4.

« Ye aduiterers and adultresses, know yec not that the friendship
of the world is enmity against God? Whoever, therefore, would
be a friend of the worid constitutes himsel{f an enemy of ‘God,

James iv. 4.

‘ Love not the world; neither the things that are in the worid.
If any man love the world, the love of the father is not in him.
For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof : but
he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”—1 JoAn ii. 15==17.

Parkhurst, of whom any one may see that I think very highly,
thus expisins an important phrase in the above passage——* alad
zaneia top biou, the pride or pompr of life, the ambitious or vaie-
glorious pursiit of the honours, glories and splendour of this life,
occurs ! Jobnii. 16. On which passage the learned Raphelius
observes, that Polybius uses the phrase ke peri tous bious aled-
zoneia, for all kind of luxury in dne’s manner of living, whether in
dress, houses, furniture, servants, eating, &c. St. John’s expres-
sion seems to imply all this, and moreover to include all those
other pursuits, whether of ambition or vain-glory, by which men
aim at making a figure in the eyes of their fellow-mortals, See
Doddridge."

The following is from the same author. «St. Paul says, ¢ thc
world is crucified to me and I unto the world,’”’ meaning that so
great was his regard to a ¢rucified Saviour, thit the world bad no
longer any more charms for him than the corpse of a crucified
malefactor would have ; nor did he take any more delight in the
things of it, than a person expiring ou.the cross would do in the
objects around him.”

The venerable Church of Scotland, from whom we are descend-
¢d, speaks as follows: ¢ By thc 25th article of the above-cited
(14th) Cap. of the French Church discipline, the Churches shal!
advertise believers to usc great modesty in apparel, and shall give
order to abate the superfluity therein committed.”’==Pardoven’s
Ustlerrinna, B. 3. T, 10, K4, ' '

»
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The homily on dress, used by the @hureh of Eopland, deserves
an edition in Lexington. -

Dr. Gwen, after spesking of the ignorance of the Papists with
mpgard to the reaf mortification of sin, observes: « These things
are not said te condemn even external severities in their proper
place. Our nature is apt to run into extremes: beeause we see
the vanity of the Papists in Macing mortification ef sin in an out-
ward appearance of it, we are apt to think that all things of that
natpre are uttgrly needless. But the truth is, I shall much sus-
pect their infermal mortification, who always pamper the flesh,
conform to the world, and live in idleness and pieasure. Yea, it is
high timre, that professors shonid rctrench that course of life, in
fulness of dtet, raiety of dress, expense of time in vain conversa-
tion, which many have fallen into.”’~=Pncumarologia, aéridged by
George Burder, Philadelphia edition, page 225.

ZAe Rev. Nr. David Rice thus writes to a friend of hia rcsiding
: in tAis prince. '

«} spend a aonsiderable portion of my time in mourning, that
mysclf and ether professors of christianity have sa far lost sight of
tho trae spirit and practice of the christian religion, that we have
no more of the spirit of Christ, that the Ministess of €hrist are no
mace like Aposties in temper and iw practice. J§ mourn te think
what are and will be the effects of this degeneracy to civil and re-
Igimzs sociaty, and what will beceme of the succeeding genera-
t "l- .

And to a Picnd in the vicinity of thia place, he writes thus:

¢ ] esteem it a great blessing that I can still see toread. My great
amusement new is in the reading the history of Christ and his
Apostles, and vhe opisties of the A posiles, with Boddridge’s para-
phrase. The more 1 read the more I see of the deficicncy of the
religion of our day and couniry, my own deficiency, and that of my
brethren in tire Ministry, and cut of it.

A eonsiderable numberof us in this siate are converted persons:
but must we not be converted over again before we make good
Bible Christians? Some of us talk about revivals of religion, and
say we have seen-wome rewivais: but must not our ideas of a revi-
val be regenerated ? How fow of us preve our relatian to and in-
rerest im Christ, by havingand menifesting his spirit! MHow few
follew Paul snd the: qther ‘a8 they followed Christ ! What
a sin and- = shame it is that [ have net read tho Bible more, and

been more cast in the mould of the Gospel! What a different ME‘ &

nister ever with my smalj talents should f have been!
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When we hear of a revival of religion, perhaps the first thing
that strikes our mind is a work of conviction and conversion ot
non-professors. I long to hear of a revival among Christian pre-
fessors and Ministers. A revival not of modetn religion but ot
primitive Bible-religion; such as shall leave me and all s§ch pro-
fessorg far behind. When we Start for Heaven with the worlé in
our righit hand and Christ ip our left, it will be long before we get
there.  Are Christians any freer from the lust of tlie eye, the usts
cf the flesh atid_the pride of life than others :

There wasin a neighbouring state an association for promoting
morality and good order. The members promise to use their ¢« in-
fluence to discountenance, discourage and suppress the several
species of vice which so greatly prevailin this place” {Ghillicothe.’
Among these vices are mentioned “ theatrical amusements, shows.
balls, dancing schools and frolics.”

John Brown of Haddington in his Dictionary of the Bible, under
the article, sitk, speaks a3 follows 3 « Tiberius, the Emperorprohé-
bited his male subjects to wear any of it : and about 200 years af-
ter, Aurelian obstinately refesed his Empross a gown of it ua toe
costly and luxurious fer Aer high station.” :

weenserenen it present sitk is 30 common beth in Asia and Burepe,
and pride of apparel 5o extravigant that it is bard te say hew quick-
ly our kitchen girls may wear daily what was enice thomght teo
grand for a Roman Empress.”

The same author if his explication of the Assembiy’s sherter
catechism inculcates, uader the eighth commandment, the duty oy
tithing our income for charitable and pious uses, and then asks the
following questions; * How may we be able to spare so0 mnuch:
By labouring diligently in cur callings, and retremching all unne-
cessary expentes in our diet, clothes, &sc. Whesein lieth the evil
of expending on vain apparel, ubhecessary food, Sgrmiture, &c
what should be sct appart for pious uses? Hereby we murder the
poor, banish the Gesple, starve the miniwters of Christ and souls of
men that gur intemperance, pride, and other Justs may be'satisfied.
Neh. xii. 10, 11. Mal. iii. 8, 9.

_ I understand that the Px-ésident of the Transylvaaia University,
in a sermonffor the benefit of cur Theological seminary, exhorted
the people to curtail their expenses in saperfluities and luxuries

that they might contribute more liberally to such werthy ebjeets
See Matt. xxiii. l-w4. ‘

T—




The following is @ narratéve of thc transacvions of the West-Lew-
ington Presbytery at their meeting in Paris, Apiril 1813. I:
standy here as corrected by the Rev. Samuel Rannells; to whon:
with the Rev. Mesars. R. M. Cunningham and J. Lule, it wac
shown a few days after their adjournment.

W. L. Maécalh;as taken under the care of the Wcst-L.exin'g
ton Presbytery,in April 1811.  After having performed only two
of the several exercises alloted him; he at last appeared befors

them, at their session in the Presbyterian Meeting-housc in Paris,

on Wednesday, April 14, 13153: andrecad a se~mon on Prov. iv. 23
The Presbytery discussed the merits of the sermon from about 4
o’clock until 6, then from 7 until 10; when they agreed to sustais:
it. The resclution sustaining the sermon was not written when i
passed ; and on this account Mr. Stuart, the Clerk, took the liber-
ty of wordIng it, that they had, ¢ with difficulty agreed to sustain
it ; alleging that such was the fact, and to give a fair history of the
transaction was his right. :

The next merning when Mr. Stuart read the minutc as altered
by himself, Mr. Lyle made some objection toit. After Mr. Stu-
art-had given his reasons for altering it, Mr. Rannells, onc ef
the committee, suggested ss an additional reason for rejecting
the sermon, the objection enclosed by brackets in the following
remarks. This had net been written on the 14th but was added

-after the discussion of the 15th. A’ motion was then madely Mr.

Joseph P. Howe and seconded by Mr. Samuel Rannell’s fora recon-
tideration of their vote ; which was carried. R

After a discussion of about one hour the sermen was rejected,
two voices dissenting, and onc or twe remaining silent. N. B. Thir
article was received from Mr. Cunningham.

The disagreeablg event was soon known to t@e candidate, and
when he was summoned about 11 o’clock to hear his sentence, he
attended with the 3d volume of Blackstone’s com nentaries turned
down at page-152,and Buller’s Nisi Prius, at page 49, He listened
to the gbjections which the Presbytery had made and regquested u
copy of them, which was granted. Hethen expreszcd a hope that
they would return himm bis sermen, upon which he was informed
that such a thing was forbidden by order of Presbytery. He then
begged that it:might be put to vote agafn. A few of the members
spoke upon th® subject and it was refused: Hc then entreated
them that as they had heretcfore exercised se much kindness and
tenderness toward him they would grand@i§sn this onc favour. His
situation was a delicatc one. He was noWw: # disgrace by the sen-
tence of a court. He had parents and friends, and an addition was
made to his connections by her who had lately united her destiny
to his. They would be mortified and distressed, and his own cha-
racter as a christian would suffer in their eves. Remember, 1 bex
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you, said he, that this sermon is my only possible defence. Do
act according to the rule, do unto others as you would have them
do unto you. Put yourselves into my situation, and then consider
if my request is an unreasonable one. They agreed to let him
take a copy ofit. He could not write it. They offered t0 have a
copy taken and given to him. He wunted the original. Mr.
Stuart observed that as Mr. Lyle had dissented against the deci-
sion of Presbytery it was necessary that they should retain the book
for their own defence.  Mr. Lyle replied that if they would return
the book to its cwner and jet him know all that had been said
against him to the members of Presbytery he would withdraw his
dissent. With thia they did not comply. The candidate then de-
clared a great desire that the Presbytery should keep a copy of the
scrmon. and offered to pay a dollar towards having it written if it
was attended with any expense : but desired to keep the original
himself ; promising, at the same time, that if everthey required it
while sitting-as a court, they should have it if his horse could bring
sttothem. They thoughtthat they could let him have it after a copy
had been taken. He wanted it directly. This they refused. ¢ Can'
you let me have it in a week?’* says he. No. A discussion of
some length then took place, in which the atitention of the Heouse
was recalled by Mr. Blythe to the resolution which appropriated
the sermon to the Presbytery, and it was at last determined that
the candidate should not have the original manuscript but only be
allowed a copy. He then informed them that the laws of the
county made that manuscript his property, and rendered any man
liable ‘o damages who would keep it from him against his will ;
and offcred to shew them the books; which however Mr. Blythe
forbade. The candidate declared a great unwiilingness to stain
the charucter of the Presbytery with a civil prosecution, but said
that the sermon was his, and have it he must and would. He then
aros¢ and demandded it of Mr. Stuart who was writing at the table.
Several of the Presbytery told him that Mr. Cunningham was the
Clerk. He then demanded it of Mr. Cunningham, who said that
the papers of Presbytcry were not yet put into his hands, and he
had nothing te do with it. 'The sermon was lying on the table.—
The candidate stepped past the Moderator, took it into his hand
and walked trowards the door. When he had picked up his hat
and books and was ready to go out, Mr. Rannells called him and
he returned. Mr. Maccalla, said he, you will remember that your
standing in the Presbyterian church may he greatly affected by this.
Yes sir, replicd he, I told a brother of mine as we were coming
here this morning, that my standing in the Presbyterian church was
Now at siake.

D
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Resolutions and Remarks of the Presbytery.

WitrLian L. MaccaLra, Candidate, being intreduced, read a
Sernion on Prev. iv. 23, which had been assigned him as a part of
trial in April, 1812, and which he had failed to produce at the last
stated session. Presbytery having considered the above discourse,
with difficulty agreed to sustain 1t as a part of trial, with particu-
lar remarks to be made to the young man by the Moderator, for his
admaoaiion and denefit.

.
Remarks on Mr. Maccalia’s Sermon.

The subject appears not to have been treated in that practical
manncr which the text requires. Several dectrinal points are in-
troduced which do not arise out of the text: as; atenement, ope-
Fations of the spirit, and faith.—A comment en 2 Cor. iv. 37, not
connccted . with the text, page 10, 11*—A controversial spirit
seems to breathe through the whole—Quotations are made from
Scripture, differing from the tragnsiction, without giving any no-
tice of the reason for so doing—The pool of Bethesda, page 14, ?
18, has no connexion with the text—Doguritic and sensorious re-
flections on religious professors, ard. the clergy, pa~e 25,26, 37—
A severe episode on the war all around us, or:! the: inpured foes in
the midst of us. rcady, at the first sigr.ai to requite tueir toils and
sufferings on the heads of their cruei Tyrants, page 28—{ Severe
veflections on some preacher of this ho'iy, more injurious than the
Atheistical doctor le the Pestalozian school, page 30, 31]—1It does
vot appear that Mr. Maccalla has his studies directed by any
member of this Presbytery.

Subsequent Resolutions.

On motion, resolved. that Presbytery do reconsider their vote.
an the trial sermon of Mr. Maccalla, and upon more mature delib-
eration en the subject, agreed unanimously, with the exception ot
one or two of their members, not to sustain it as a part of tria} ;
and the Moderator was directed to make particular remarks to
Mhr. Maccalla, shewing him why they could not sustain it. Pres.
bytery agreed to retain the above discoarse, and ordered it to b

led among their papers.

Mr. Maccalla is directed to prepare a Lecture on Mat. v. 1—
12, inclusive, which had been assigned to him at the October ses-
sion, 1811, and which he has hitherto failed to prepare.
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Presbytery having called upon Mr. Maccalla, in order to make
-0 him, through their Moderator, those remarks which they had
agreed to make. After the Moderator had made the remarks,
Mr. Maccalla made a peremtory demand of the sermon which he
had read, accompanied with a threat, that upon being refused his
just right, he would obtain it by the civil law. And after Presby-
tery had offered to furnish him with an attested copy, he still pexr-
sisted in his demand ; and upon Presbytery still refusing, he came
forward and laid violent hands on the paper and carried it off.

On motion, resolved, that Messrs. Cunningbam and Todd be a
committec, affectionately to converse with Mr. Maccalla relative
to his violent conduct in this case, and report before the rising of
Presbytery. )

The committee appointed to converse with Mr. Maccalla report-
ed as follows:

Your committee met with Mr. Maccalla, and stated to him the
impropriety of his conduct, in peremptorily demanding his sermon,
which Presbytery considered as belonging to them, as dissent
from their judgment was about to #e entered by one of their mem-
bers. Mr. Maccalla refused to return the above manuscript, cr to

~ make any concessions for the manner in which he had actedin -

possessing himself of what he called his lawful right.. Therefore,

+. resolved, that all further proceedings, respecting Mr. Maccalla,
¥ pe postponed until our next stated session. - '

To the proceedings of Presbytery, on this occasion, Mr. Lyle

. entered the following dissent:

I, John Lyle, enter my dissent to the act of this Presbytery,
which rejected, or did not sustain' W. L,. Maccalla’s sermon as
tart of triai. My reasons cannot be freely entered for want of
time. I would observe, that as our records will shew, it was

. agreed by Presbytery to sustain said sermon with remarks. [

was then, I think, without reasons reconsidered and condemned in
toto, without again reading it. But my principal reason is, that
I had cause to believe that such condemnation would not have

taken place, had it not been for details made in the absence of Mr.

Maccalla, respecting his character, conduct, and conversation;
which details ought not to have been made without giving him an
oppertunity to answer for himself. P See forms of progess.
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Bxtract of a letter from W. L. Maccalla to the Rev. James
Kempier, Moderator of the Presbytery of West-Lexington,
dated |

Lexington; August 2, 1813,
¢ REVEREND Sin,

I am under the necessity of again calling tq your attention,
and that of the Presbytery, a disagreeable subject. At the meet-
ing of last April, the Presbytery resolved to consider the manu-
script of my sermon as their property. Of this I complained, from
a consideration that the right was. by the laws of the land, vested
in the author—That no article in the constitution of the church had
taken away that right,—and that an unjust detention would be at-
tended with very serious disadvantages to the injured person. I,
therefore, after much intreaty, gave an indirect threat of a civil
prosecution. This I did, without considering that there was an
appeal, even for one in my standing, to a higher ecclesiastical ju-
dicature. Upon reflection, I am willing and anxious that the Pres-
bytery should veceive the manuscript from my hands, and thereby
place things on the same footing on which they were before I had
acted thus improperly. This I supplicate as a favour.”

Hxiract of a letter from W. L. Maccalle to the Rev. Samuel
Rannells, Moderator of the Presbytery of West-Lexington,
dated Sept. 13, 1818.

“REV'D AND DEAR SIR,=—

At the call meeting of Presbytery in August, I communi-
cated to them my repentance for having possessed myself of my
sermon, and for having threatened them indirectly with a civil pro-
secution. I desired that they would forgive me and thereby place
things on the same footing on which they would have been Lad no
such occurrence happened. The reason of my conduct in April,
was a conviction that I should suffer greatly and unjustly, in being
deprived, without any authority from the constitution of the church,
of a right vested in me by the laws of my country. The reason of

mny repentance is, that an appeal te Synod was the only proper
mode of redress.” d ' yRop

’
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After receiving and considering these letters, the Presbytery fass
ed the following resclution, September 15, 1813.

« On motion, resolved, That Mr. Maccalla’s fprther trials as a
candidate forthe Gosp<! Ministry, be postponed till our next stated
sessions ; he not having given satisfactory cvidence of repentance
for his improper conduct at our last stated scssions.”

This decree was confirmed by the Synod of Kentucky.

| t——

Yu Aprily 1814, the candidote directed the following communicatios
to the Rev. Robert Marshall, Moderator.

« T sincerely repent of the manner in which I took my sermon

o 3

from the Presbytery in April, 1813.

The above repentance was attended with such declarations as
the following from the candidate. te said that he had not altered
his mind since the writing of the abovaeletters, in August and Sep-
tember. He still believed that the Presbytery had done him injus-
tice in keeping his book. He had appealed from their resolution,
and he was not sorry he had made that appeal. He was only sorry
for having treated the authorities of the church with contempt,
and taking unlawful steps to procure his right.  And this, he said,
he had told them in his letters.

ATTESTED BY JOHN M‘DOWELL,% Elders
JOHN F. CROW. '

The Presbytery chen fiassed the following resolution.

Whereas, Mr. W. L. Maccalia, has professed his sincere re-
pentance for the manner iz which he possessed himself of his ser-
mon, in consequence of which his trials were suspended, therefore,
resolved, that his suspensicnn be removed, and it is hereby re-
moved.

-

The candidate then addressed the following note to the Mode-
rator.

“REVEREND Sm,—It has already been mentioned in Presby-
tery that I live in another state, and that a dismission from your
body would be a matter of convenience. This is certainly true;
and it is my request that it may now take place.”

The following resolution then passed.

- Mr. W. L. Maccalla having petitioned for a dismission from
+ the ccre of this Presbytery as a candidate, on motion, resolved.
*hat he be dismissed ; and he was dismissed accordingly.

s -.k‘."h
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OBSERVATIONS

On the remarks whickh the Presbytery made on the foregoing sermon.

Remark 1st—<The subject apppears not to have been treated
in that practical manrer which the text requres.”

The doctrine contained in the text is, the necessary connexion
which exists between principie and practice, % for out of it (the
heart) are the issues of life.” This doctrinc, with its proofs and
illustrations, mightjoccupy the body of a considerable discourse.—
It might then be used as a means of re‘uting an error of the Anti-
nomians, who ¢ deny. all inherent habits or principles of grace,”
and be concluded with a short exhortation to keep the heart.

A sermon conducted on this plan may with some propriety be
charged with not being sufficiently practical for the text: becausc
it is evident from the context, Prov. iv. 20-—27, that kceping the
heart was the principal thing which the Autaor had in view, and
the above-mentioned doctrine was only brought in as a motive to
excite us to this duty.

That the foregoing sermon is conducted according to the most -
refined rules of rhetorick, is not contended ; but it is certainly more
practical than doctrinal. Its title, as presented to the Presbytery,
i1s; “ The nature and importance of christian watchfulness :” and
on examination this will be found to be its object throughout.—
1st. ‘LThe nature of christian watchfulness;  keep thy heart with
all diligence.”” 2ndly. Its importance ; “ For out of it are the
issues of life.”” In its nature it is dilligent, constant, patient; re-
lying on the blood of Jesus for suceess, and doing all things to the
glory of God. Sece pages 5, 6.
~ The duties enjained by this command and the means of effecting
the end contemplated by it, are, the word read and preached, page
6, 20 ; prayer for the illumination of the spirit, p. 9; eating the
body and drinking the blood of Christ crusified, p. 17; catechising,
ministerial visitations; prayer meetings, and spiritual conversation,
?. 20; the discipline of the family, the church and the state, p. 22;

ogether with a dilligent attention to the perscnal performance of
all our other relative duties; justice, liberality, gentleness, mercy,
&c. p. 21.

Under the second head an attempt is made to shew the import-
ance of this duty, by proving that any other plan of obtaining life
and happiness, will bring certain and sudden disappointment, p.
22, 23 ; and that the exercise of this vigilance among professors
in general, or even those who are christians, would conduce in the
grealest degree to the prosperity of the church and the welfare of
society, p. 24, 25. '

The writer then proceeds according to a rule of etplanation ac- -
knowledged by our church, that ¢« where a duty is commanded the
contrary sin is forbidden,” to reprove those sins which are contra-
ry to the spirlt of this holy duty, and which though practised by
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most of professors, and too much countenanced by some real chris-
tians, are, nevertheless, condemned by the wprd of God,gnd by the
wise and the sober of all ages. Let any one take a view of the
houses and equipages, and persons and deportment of the people
among whom we live: Let him then lift up his hend to L.eaven,
and say that they are not guilty of luxury and pride, vanity and
idleness. But the reproofs .do not stop here. An application
is made of a prophecy of Hosea, in ‘which he threatens the most
dreadful national calamities, for a number of crimes which are
particularly mentioned, p. 27. This was applicable at the time
in which the sermon was written, and it is to be feared, much
more so now. Is it true or not, that among the highest cha-
racters in the community, lawyers, legislators, and officers of
the army, profane swearing and gaming are more prevalent than
ever? Is or is it not true that, the lewdness of single men, and
the infidelity of those who are married, is more remarkable than
formerly? Is it a mere fable that the prevalence of these sins in
Lexington, aided by the polishing and moralizing influeuce of the
Theatre, the dancing school, and the ball-room, have almost oblite-
rated from the female breast those sentiments of modesty and piety
which are the greates: ornament of tae sex? Ha< the time corne
for unhappy Kentucky, when our delicate young ladies, who might
give a tove to the character of the rising race, can pleasantly con-
nive at the most unseemly sins as partaking more of frivolity than
criminality ? If this be true it is not so wonderful that the other
sex go tosuch lengths of wickedness ; and in 1.1any instances crown
ali by fighting duels, in the direct violation of a solemn oath; and
thus incur the additional guilt of perjury and murder. Oh ye
deluded ones ! repent, while repentance istobe had. Humble your
proud spirits before they are crushed beneath the wheels of the
chariot of Jehovah. Flee to the arms of Jesus, whose blood can
wash away your stains, and whose spirit can make you an example
of holiness to those watchmen on the walls of Zion, who are afraid
to warn you, and who are ready to condemn this advice 6f your
friend as net being sufficiently practical.

Remark 2d.—¢ Several doctrinal points are introduced which

do not arise out of the text: as; atonement, operations of the spi-
rit and faith.”

Withaut the shedding of blood, there is no remissien of sins;
and without the remisssion of sins, an! the purchased gift of the
spirit Lestowing f{aich, there is no perfortnance of duty.  Forif any
man have not the spirit of Christ hic is none of his, Ro#. viii. 9;
and without faith, it is impossible to please God. Hebr. xi. 6. ¢«
detcrmined,” says Paul, ¢ not to know any thing among you, savc
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 2 Cor. ii. 3. We ought to say
of the atonement of Christ, and of the operations of his spirit, as
Whitcfield did of his rightcousness. ¢« Oh the righteousness of
Christ! Tt so comforts my soul, that I must be excused if I men-
tion it in all my discourses. I would not, if I could help it, have
one sermon without it.”” How excellent is the character which is
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given of Cocteius, professor of Thesiogy at Leyden, in contrust
with Grotius! ¢« The former found Christ every where in the
scripture, and the latter no where.”” On this subject, Dr. With-
erspoon tells ¢ the story of an ancient artist; who, being employed
to build a magnificent and elegant temple, had the ingenuity to in«
scribe upon it his own name, and so to incorporate it both with the
ornaments and body of the structure, that it was impossible after-
wards to effuce the name without at the same time, destroying the
fabrick. In the same manner,” says this great man, *¢Chris:
dying for sin, is engraven in sueh characiers through the whole
revealed will of God, that it is impossible to take it away without
.. .overturning the .whole system.” See also the first of Brown’s

" six letters. on gospel-preaching, in which Le affirms,that « that
preacher acts only the part of an heathen moralist,”” who neglects
those things which are censured in the réemark under considcration.

Remarks 3, 6th.— A comment on 2 Cor. iv. 37, not connected
with the text; p. 10, 11.”” « The pool of Bethesda, page 14, 15.
has no counexion with the text.’> .

The first of these was brought in proof of the influences of the
Divine Spirit, and the last was produced as a subject from which
objections to this heavenly doctrine had been urged in the hearing; .
of the author, and by a member of the Presbytery. He first told
him of his error in a respectful manner; and then cndeavored tc
refute it in his presence. This heresy, it is well known, is helping
greatly to destroy the Lexington congregation; and this is the
reason of its receiving so mvch attention in the sermon.

Remark 4th.— A controversial spirit breathes through the

whole.” 7

“« Wo is me, my mother! that thou hast born me a man of strifc.
and a man of contention to the whole earth. I have neither lent
on usury, nor have men lent to 1ae on usury; yet every onc of them
doth curse me.” Jer. xv. 10. ¢ Hear ye now what Jchovah saith.
Arise! Contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear
thy voice. Hear, Oh yc mountains! the controversy of Jehovah,
and ye strong foundations of the earth: for Jehovah Hath a contro-
versy with his people and he will plead with ksrael.” Micah vi.
1, 2. ¢ Ye sheuld earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered to the saints.” Jude 3. Read the sermon and convince
the author of sin i this respect.

Remark 5th.—« Quotations are made from scripture differing
from the translation without giving any notice of the reason for so
doing.” . : |

Resons are given for some of these cases in the notes which are
now attached te the sermon. Many other passages are taken al-
most, (and some quite), verbatim from the supcrious versions ol
Lowth, Horsley, Campbell, &c. Too great liberties inay be taken,
it js confessed: but to the student of the original languagcs, no
apology is necessary for considerable latitude. The imperfections
of the common translation are not a few.
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Remark 7th.—¢ Dogmatical and censorious rcflections on reli-
gious profcssors and the clergy,” p. 25, 26, 27.

Reader, do turn over to those pages; and remember that the
iruth of what they contuin is not denied in this remark. If what
1s there stated be true, why give it such harsh epithets ? for the
words of scripture are the severest part of at.

Remar! 8th — A severe episode on the war all around us, ané
the injured foes in the midst ot us, ready at the first signal, torc-
quite their toils and sufferings on the heads of their cruel tyrants,”

p. 25.

The sermon might be better, if the deccription of the voluntcer
had been omitted, though not because it is calculated to hurt any
one’s feclings. As for slavery, it is certainly repugnant to the
nrinciples of christianity and democracy.

Remark 9th. * Severe reflections on some preacher of this bo-
dy, more injurious than the Atheistical doctor of the Pestalozia::

school,”” p. 30, 31.

“ It is true,” says the sermon, * that one of these (the internal
enemies of the church, see the beginning of the paragraph) though
he have a fair character for piety, and even be, by profession, «
preacher of the gospel; does more injury to society, by his in-
trigues and bad example, than is in the power of our Atheistical
Jdoctor with his Pestalozian school.”

There are considerable disadvantages attending large collec
tions of children, though they be taught by pious persons. To thos:
teachers, then, who want this qualification, thc care of the rising
generation should never be committed. Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from ite—
Prov. xxii. 6: so, educate a child in ignorance of religion. and in
consequent habits of sinning, and he will retain his character, as
the leopard his spots or the Ethiopian his skin. Jer. xiii. 3. Itis
evident, then, that their instructors are an injury to society; and
the harm which they do is in proportion to their rank and influcnce.
One “vho teaches in a University can do more harm than the teach-
er of a country school, because he maintains a higher rank; and
one who, in addition to this, Liolds the ministerial office, can do
more harm than either: because people rely upon him for correct
religious instruction as well as a hely exampl:. Asa faithful
preacher is considered in the scriptures, to hold the most impor-
tant office in the world, 1 Cor. i. 21 : so, an unfaithful one is the
greatest curse that can be sent upon a people. ¢ If a man, walk-
ing in the spirit of falsehood, do lie, saying ; I will prophecy unto
thee of wine and of strong drink, he shall even be the prophet of
this people.”.—Mic. ii. 11.

E
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Dr. Scott, in describing thi character of the nation whom il.c
Prophet is here addressing, says; *“ no wonder such men hate the¢
faithful messengers of God, who would put thcm to shame for
their sins. They have only the name of christians, or they could
not think to modify the language of the Holy Spirit by human au-
thority, to silence those whom God commnnds to speak; or to
teach his ministers to accommodate their doctrine to humour their
lusts. These are not the doings of true Israelites who arc
without guile, and who love and profit by all the words of God
Such nominal christians are, in fact, the worst enemies of God and
his church, and often join persecution of his people with oppres-
sion of the widow and the orphan: and their polluted privileges
will soon be taken from them and turn te their destruction.
Teachers who will recommend “self-indulgence by their doctrinc
and example, best suit them ; and they will generally be given up
o such deceivers.’ C ' ‘

While speaking of schools, it may nc* be amiss to make a fev,
remarks upon such asthc musical semirary now established in this
place. 1t is ‘an instilution in which ‘young péople are taught to
sing the praises of T of what? not their maker; but the ob-
jects of scnsual delight. |
" There is 2 song called the legacy, which has three verses. In
the first, the refined testator leaves his heart to his mistress; in
the second, his harp, probably to the lovers of musick, and in the
last, his cup to thosé who'desérveit. ‘The author is informed that
it was exhibited on the theatre in Philad~ipkia; and being recom-
mended by this school of morals, has been a favourite with the
fashionable young people of Lexington and many parts of Pennsyl-
vania. It is said to be the production of one of the most admired
apthors ; and although we cannot affirm that it is taught in Mr.
(G.’s seminary, it certainly bears the samc character with those
which are current ameng his pupils. It is all weak enough and
wicked enough. One verse is nearly as follows: '

Take this cup which is now o’erflowing,
To grace'your revels when I’'m at rest;
Never, Oh never! it’s balm bestowing,
On lips that beauty has seldom blest.

But if some warm devoted lover,

For her he adores shall bathe its brim ;
Oh! then my spirit around shall hover,
And hallow each drop that foams for him.

Our Lord and Saviour, before his death, gives to his followers
the bread and the wine which are, by his spirit consecrated to the
nourishment of their souls. The composer of this song also, by a
specious mockery, pretends to leave his blessing behind him. Its
end is to grace their revels, and the objects of his favour, are las-
civious drunkards and idolatrous lovers. He promises his spirit
te hover around the cup and consecrate its contents. :
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Sacih hymns as these, as far as we can learn, formed a very nn-
poriant part of the worship of Chemosh, the God of the Moabites
and Amoritesy the God of feasting and revelling. Those who, ei-
ther by themselyes or their chiidren, knowingly and voluntaviiy
encourage such abominations, after being warned of their tenden-
¢v, cannot be sincerely engaged in the cause of Christ. They
ought to give up the profession of religion. ¢ If it seem evil un-
t0 you to scrve Jehovah, choose ye this day whom ye will serve ;
whether the Gods which vour fathers served that were on the oth-
er side of the flood, or the Gods of the Amorites in who.e land ye
dwell : bui as for me and my housc we will serve Jehovah.”’—
Joshna xxiv. 15. ‘

it is true that as in the time of Ezra, so it is now; “ the hand of
the princes and rulers hath been chief in this trespass.” If the
prophet of this people do, indeed, walk in the spirit of false-
noed, and either by himself or his children under his directicn,
prophecy of ‘wineahd of strong dripk, and glory in giving them
such an education instead of raising th m in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord; itis evident from the prophecy of Micah,
that God has sent a judgment upon you. » When the judgments of
the Lord are abroad in the earth, let the inhabitants thereof learn
righteousness. ¢ Wherefore, O king! let my counsel be accept-
able unto theg, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thiune
iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor.”—Dan. iv. 27. Butif
not, this very warning shall one day be to you 1 mene, mene, tckel,
upharsin. Though you may now be feasting like Belshazzar, with
your Lords and Ladies about you ; though you may, by a false pro-
fession of religion, be drinking wine out of the vessels belonging
to the Temple in Jerusalem; yet the day will come when fear
shall change your countenance, when the joints of your loins shall
te luosed, and your knees shall smite against each other: for, al-
though God has given his law to our land, and been contending
with it by the sword and by the pestilence, thou “ hast not hum-
bled thy hcart, though thou knewest all this”’—¢and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou
not glorified.”’—See Daniel 5th. ‘

But to return to the subject; how did the Presbhytery come to
know that the passage in the sermon, now under consideration,
was intended for one of their body? The person described is =
minister of the Gospel of a fair character ; but on account of his
intrigues and bad example, an internal enemy of the church.
Does 10 other body of divines contain such a character? or if they
do, did the Presbytery shink the candidate’s information so limited
that he could not possibly be acquainted with the fact? They
knew that he had visited other places, and had an acquaintance
with other clergymen of different denominations, and that even th-
town und neighbourhcod in which he dwelt was the residence
several preachers, and the place where several eccleslastical b.
dies frequently convened. They knew, moreover, that amon
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these, he was acquainted with other individuals who answered tie
description in question. Knowing these things, and secing tha:
the author made no application of it to any particalar person or
court or denomination, they, at first, paid no attention to it. The
sermon was read to them, and afterward examined by themselves
They then received it as a part of the candidate’s trial, without
taking notice of this subject. It could not be otherwise withou*
pointing out the guilty person: and this would be an insult, unless
he would first make complaint.

How then did the Presbytery come to notice this the next day ?
It must have been by the secret suggestions of the offended per-
son during the interval between the meetings of Tuesday and
Wednesday. The Presbytery have, by their remark, fixed upon
him the character given in the sermon.

Tke following note is written at the end of the remarks. (¢t
does not appear that Mr. Maccalla has his studies directed by any
member of this Presbytery.”

This person, when first taken under the care of the Presbytery,
told them candidly that it was a matter of doubt with him, whether
they ought to receive him. He came to ask their counsel, and not
to suppiicate admittance. His health had been such, for several
years, that he could read but little, and write less. This, togeti.er
with the peculiar turn of his mind, made it impossible to review the
sciences which he had studied at the University, or to do any good
if his studies were controlled. In the exercise of unusual favour,
they appointed him a subject, and permitted him to study as he
could. At their next regular meeting the candidate read his ex-
ercise, and was examined on the Latin and Greek. The Presby-
tery by vote dispensed with all farther examinations: but omitted
to record their resolution, expecting, by that means, to escape the
censure of the 8ynod. These facts were brought up to their me-
mories by she eandidate, when he heard the above note read in
April, 1813, and nothing more was said on the subject.

It has been suggested to many, and even to the person concern-
ed, that complaints of inability to write, while writing so much, sa-
vour of insincerity, and really of criminal dissimulation. It is said
that he is writing volumes upon volumes.

He has fathers and mothers and a sister and brothers and dear
friends. Among all these he has not a singlc correspondent ex-
cept her who is one with himself. He submits to the danger of
being forgotten by them, because the confinement anfl labour of
writing, except where duty calls, is insupportable. After coilect-
ing, as well as he can, his voluminous works, he finds that the
public have now in their hands about one fourth of his labours for
thLe last seven years. All that he meant was, that it was very dif-
ficult, (not impossible) for him to write ; and that if he werc to do
as much in that way as many others, he would certainly destroy
his health, and probably his life. Other young men have, with as
little injury, done more in one year, than he has in ten,
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PREFACE.

IN April, 1813, Dr. James Fishback, of Lexmgton, Ken-
tncky, publishcd a work, entitled ¢ The philosophy of the
“ human mind, in respect to religion; or a demonstration
“from the necessity of things, that religion cntcred the
“world by revelation. Also, an inquiry into the produc-
"¢ tion, nature, and effects of the christian faith, according
#to the exposition of Christ and his Apostles—the dctec-
“ tion of long standing errors, &c. And the necessary de-
“ pendence of the American Repubiics upon the christian
% religion, for their origin and continuance, evinced.”

 Tuis book is divided into six chapters. The first treats
of natural religion, the second of faith—the third is on en-
shusiasm, the fourth is on the decrees—¢ Chapter 5. The
origin of the division of the scriptures into chapters and
verses, and their effects, &c. Chapter 6. The connection
between the American governments and the christian reli-
gion, &c. &c.”

TrE subjects contained in the above work are numerous
and various, and their order and connexion by no mcans
regular and plain. This has, as might be expected, led
the author into tedious repetitions: a fact, which him-
self could not help perceiving, though he could not remove
he cause. “The reader,” says he, « will excus the repe-
“titions with which I am chargeable,” &c. page 125, line 6.
[$is not, therefore, my intention to give a full and formal
eview of the book or any of its parts, because théy want
#mngement : nor is it my design to notice all the subjects
€ which the author treats, however unjustly he may have
andled them, because they want great and immediate im-
ortance. A great part of his book appears to be in oppo-
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sition to the doctrines of grace : particularly ; regeneration
by the supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit. To an-
swer some of his arguments against this doctrine, is the
principle object of the following pages. May he who was
sent by the Father to remind us of all that Christ has told

us, enable me to do it aright.



HEMARKS,

REGENERATION isasaving change of a sinner’s na.
ture and relation to God. A man comes mto the workl
guilty .nd unholy —in regencration he is in Christ justitied,
and sanctified. He is originally a child of Satan and an ob-
jret of divine displeasurc—in regeneration he is made a
son of God and an heir of Heaven. |

Tirs is the work of the Holy Spirit, it his special, in-
ternal, supernatural, effectual operations. ,

Gobp promises by thre mouth of Moses; I will set my
tabernacle among you, and my soul shall not abhor you.—
And I will walk among you and will be your God, and ye
shall be my people.” Levit. xxvi. 11, 12, |

According to New-Testament expositors, this prophecy
has a twofold fulfilment. It relates to the advent of our Sae
viour and to the sanctifying effusions of his Spirit. John
the Evangelist says, *the word became man and dwelt
among us”—literally ; pitched his tent or tabernacle among
us. John 1. 14: Paul, after the ascension of our Saviour,
apphes this to the sanctify ing influences of the Holy Spirit,
See 2 Cor. vi. 16. |

God again promises; “and Jehovah thy God will ctr-
cumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy sced, to love Jeha.
vah thy Ged, with all thy heart, and with al} thy soul, thag
thou mayest live.” Deut. xxx. 6. That is, says Tres
melhus, ¢ repurgabit vos vi Sui Spiritus, et ad suum obse-
quium reformabit.. He will thotoughly cleanse you by the
power of his Spirit, and new miould you to the willing obe.
dience of himself.” *“Now this,” says sting, *‘ is an
cvident promise of grace: for he promises that himself will
do what he is wont to order to bé . See Deut. x. 16.

““ This i3 the covenant which I make with them, saith Je.
hovah: My Spirit, whieh i8 upon thee, and oty words

B
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which 1 have put into thy mouth, they shall not depart ftom
thy mouth, por froin the mouth of thy seed, nor from
the mouth of thy seeds seed saith Jehovah, from this
time forth forever.” Isaiah lix. 21. “For I will pour
out waters on the thirsty, and flowing streams on the
dry ground. I will pour out my spirit on thy seed and
my blessing on thy offspring.” Isa. xliv. 5. Sce aiso Jer.
xxxi. 31=34. Ezek. xi. 19. xxxvi. 25—29. < wiil
put my spirit within you and cause you to walk in my sta-
tutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them.”
Ezek. xxxvi 27,

God says by the prophet Joel ;—¢¢ And it shall afterwards
come to pass that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.
And your sons and yeur daughters shall prophesy ; your
old men shall have dreams, youvr young men shail see vi.
sions. I will, moreover, in thosc days, pour out my Spirit
upon the Men-servants and maid-servants also. And 1
will shcw:signs (or *omcns) in the Heavens—and in the
earth, biood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 'Fhe sun shall
be turted into darkness and the moon ifto blood, before
the great il the térribde day ef Jehovah come. And it
ahall come 1o pass that whoeoevet shall call bn the name of
Jehowih shall be delivered : for in Mount-Zion and i Jeru-
salem there shall be deliverance, as Jehovah hath said ; even
for the remmant whom Jehovah hath called.” Joel ii. 28—
88, or the whole third chapter in Leusden’s Hebrew bible.

The above passages and a great proportion of the Old
"Testament scriptures relate to the blessings of the Christian
dispensation; and particlarly to the Millennium. The
quotation from Joel forms a part of a prohecy which con.
cetns the dispersion and restoration of the Jews, and the
continied and inceedsing success of the gospel among the
pittions of the earth from the memorable day of Pentecost.
‘ Qp tiat occasion the Apostles were all with unanimous af.
fection stnding in the same place: and on a sudden, there

* Mupiet fromipet to pérsuade, signifies ¢ a persuasive fact, event
or sign, given for conviction, whether strictly miraculous and ex-
ceeding the powers of nature, as Exod. vii. 9. xi. 9, 10; ornot, as’
Tt xx. 3. Ezek. xil. 6, 1. xxiv. 24,37.”
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was a sound from Heaven as of a rushing, violent wind,
and it filled il the house where they were sitting.  And
divided tongiies, as of fire appeared to them, and a tongue
sat on eachr of them.  And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and began to ~.puak i different languages, as
the Spirit grave them utterance.”  Strangers from all nations
being in Jerusalem, and hearing the Apostles speak in their
respective tongues, admired the display of divine power :
“but others mocking, said ; surely these men are filled with
sweet wine,  But Peter, standing up with the cleven, rais.
ed his voice and said unto them; Ye Jews, and all ye that
dwell 1n Jerusalem ; be this known unto vou, and hstcn to
my words, for these are not drunk as ye suppose, since it
is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which
was speken of by the Prophet Joel;—*¢ And it shall come
to pass in tiie last days saith God, that T will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh; and your sens and your daughters shall
phophesy, and vour young men shall see visions and your
old men shall have dreams. 1 will, moreover, in those days
pouz out of my Spirit upon my men-servants and my maid-
servants also, and they shall prophesy. And I will give
prodigies in Heaven above and signs in the ecarth be-
neath~-blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. The sun
shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, be-
fore the great and signal day of the Lord come. And it
shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” Acts 1. 17—21.

Doctur Fi1suBacxk endeavours with great solicitude to
prove that the above prophesy was fully and finally accom-
plished, in the external instructions and miracles of the
Apostolick day ; and that without both instryctions and mi-
racles, (the latter of which we now want) it is impossible
tor such prophecies to be fulfilled. We insert his wonds.

* we will, in imagination, abstract from the scene exhibited
_on the day of Pentecost,] the miraculous display which the Jews
aw and Aeard, and which amazed and confounded them. By thiss

¢ bave nothing left which is addressed to the mind through the
cenges; nor s there wny fulélment of the pnphecxes of Joel and
David. concerning the out-pourirgs of the Spirit; for if that which
“as ceen and heard, were the fulfilment of the prohecies, ne-
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thing else could nave been; no other operations of the Spirit w..
gtended by the Holy Ghost in his rcvelations through the Pro-
phets, than what were scen and heard, and expiained by Peter.”
Page 130: 2d linc from bottom, &c.

Accorping to Joel and Peter, the accompljshment of
the prophecy now before us, takes place in the last days.—
If then Dr. Fishback’s doctriné be correct, that jt was fj-
nally fulfilled in theinstructions and miracles of the Apostles
and their contemporaries, and that for the want of miracu-
lous gifts its accomplishment is impossible at any posterior
date ; the phrase, the last days must be himited to the days
of the Apostles: it must mean the Apostolick dispensation
exclusively.

Ounr translators haye, without any apparent reason, ren-
dered ®afierit eimim sometimes the last days and sometines
the latter days. It renders literally the end of days, and
signifies primarily futurity in general-—any time yet to
come. For this translation, authors quate such passages as
Numbers xxiii. 10, where aherit 1s in our English Biblc
rendered last end. Deut. viii. 16, where it is latter end.
Deut. xi. 12, where aherit sene is rendered the end of the
year. Eccl. vii. 8, aherit deber, the end of a thing, As to
the above explanation, it is taken from the way in which the
phrasc aherit eimim isusedin Dan. i1, 28, 29, where ¢ Daniel
informs Nebuchadnezzar that ¢ God maketh known to him
what shall ve in the latter days, or at the end of days’ [ where']
it is mamfest, that futurity in general.......1s there ntended by
thc expressian; because the king’s dream reaches from hig
own reign to the very commencement of the kingdom of the
mountain......Such, also, as Bishop Newton justly remarks,
i the meaning of the phrase in Gen. xlix. 1, Num. xxiv.
14, and Deut. xxxi. 29. (See Dissert. 4.) Such, likewise,
is its meaning in Dan. x. 14" See a note in Faber’s Dis-
sert. on the prophestes, page 80.

"~ But from Isa. ii. 2, Mic. 1v. 8, it is evident that some
particular time is sometimes meant by the end of days. Anct
that must be either the whole period of the gospel dispen-
sation or the last part of that period. * .And it shall come

* Parkhyrst’s pronunciation js usgd. We suffer for the want n¢
Hebrew and Greek tynea.
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:0 piiss, that in the end of days, the mountain of the house
of Jcliovah shall be established on the top of the mountains,
aud 1t shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall
fuw unto it.”” I[satah. ¢ At the end of days it shall come
to pass thut the mountain of the house ol Jchovah shall be
established on the top of the mountuins, and it shall be ex-
alted above the hills; and people shall flow unto 1t.”
Micah.

It is not chimerical to say, that this period of the gospel
dispensation, and pamwlarh the last purt of it, usually cali-
ed the Millenniuim, is the time signified in Joel b) ahert
ken, at the end of that time ( a/'terwar(l Ja phmsc very near-
ly related to aherit eimim, the end of days, and paraphrased
by Peter as if it were precisely the same, hy eschatat heme-
rai, the last days.

In the New testament the last days are frequently men-
tioned, and they ulways mean the whole gospel dispensa-
ton, or some part of it subsequent to the times of the Apos.
tles : and never once in the Old or New-testament do the
phrases under consideration signify the Apostolick day ex-
clusively. See 2 Tim. iii. 1: 2 Pet. iii. 3—“In the
last days peiflous times shall come.” Paul.—*¢ There shall
come in the last days scofters walking after their own lusts
and saying where is the promisc of his coming 7 Peter.

Now, these last days which are either limited to a period
subsequent to the day of miracles, as Mess. Faber, Jeffe-
ry and others think, or which more properly, in Acts 1. 17,
extend from the day of Pentecost to the ¢nd of the world :
these last days, are the times in which according to Jocl
and Peter, the Holy Spirit is to be poured out on «li flesh.

The wusdl particle kz, Jor, in Joel 11 32, shews that
the object of the out-peuring of the Spirit was deliverance
io the remnant in Mount Zion and in Jerusalers, whom Je-
hovah hath catled: (the prophetick language for shall call. )
VWho are this remnant who are to be called and dchvcrcd
in the latter days? and when do they live? Peter says ;
‘““the promise i1s to you and tc your children, even to
all who arc atar off; as many as the Lord our God shal!
2all? Acts it 39, Here the want of the grticle tois, be.
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fore pasi, a¥, shews that the expression, *“ all who are afor
off,” stiil relates to children; by a rule which has been too
well established by *Sharp and Middleton, and too gener-
ally received by unprejudiced criticks to be reasonably dis-
puted : and the insertion of the conjunction 4ai (neces-
sarily translated eves be the same rule) between Aumon
and pasi, shews that all who are afar off does not mecan
children in the restricted sense, but children’s children to
the remotest posterity. Let it be observed farther, that
the relative adjective Aosous, as many as, emphatically
extends tiie promise of the out-pouring’of the Spmt to ev-
ery individual in the numerous centurics of the last days,
whom Tod shall call, or who shall enjoy that deliverance
hiere held forth. See Luke xi. 13. Rom. viii. 9.

Although it is manifest that the prophecy reaches to the
present time, it is not denied that there is, at first view, a
considerable difficulty attending this exposition. The au-
thor predicts the general diffusion of the gift of prophecy,
and the communication of supernatural dreams and visions.
Adso prodigies in the Heavens and in the Earth, the Sun
and the Moon. This is the ground of Dr. Fishback’s
opinion. that nothing else can be the fulfilmerk of the pro-

cy, but the miraculous display which the Jews saw and
heard on the day of Pentecost, and which was explamed
by Peter. * This is going on the principle that the literal,
and nothing but the literal, is the true explanation of the
prophetical writings. Mr. Fleming, Bishop Newton, and
others fell into the same crror with regard to another sub-
ject, in the xxth chapter of the Apoc. Dr. Dwight an.
SWCTS them that he can no more bcheve that the word then

* ¢« When the cepulative 4kai connects two nouns of the
same case [ viz.nouns (clther substantive, or ad{cctu e, or partici-
ples) of personal description respecting office, dignity, affinity, ov
connection, and attributes, properties, or qualities. geod or 1li] if
the arjicle Ao or any of its cases precedes the first of the said nouns
or participles and is not repea.ed beforc the second noun or partici-
ple, the latter always relates to the same person that is expressed
or described by the first noun or participle : 1. e. it denotes & far-
ther descnptlon of ‘the first named person.”” Remaks on the usc
nf the dcfinitive article in the Greek text of the Ncw-testament

y Granville 8barp, p. 3, Rule 1.
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before them was to be understood literally, ©than that Sa.
tan mcntioned in the first part of it is a r ~/ dragon—thut
he was literelly bound and had literally a1 seal set upon
him—or that, as in the 4th verse, there were thrones &terally
placed, and that those who rose sat upon them, or that the
being described under the name of a beast, was lLterally a
beust, having seven real heads and ten real homs, and up-
on his horns ten real crowns, and upon his heads the real
name of blasphemy-—or that his votaries received literally
his mark, charagma, an impression like that of a seal w
brand on their forcheads and in their righthands.” ‘i'he
dragon, the scul, the thrones, the kings, the beast, avith his
heads, horns, and crowns, the name of blasphemy and the
mark of his votaries are all confessedly symibolical ; and so
arc in fact the numerous similar words and expressioss
which occur in Joel: such as; the locust and other ver-
mm i 4. 5.«=the nation with lion’s teeth, 6~~the vine
wasted and fig-tree barked, 7—the ripe harvest, the full
wine.press, the overflowing fats, iii. 15—the guaking of the
earth, and the darkening of the sun, moon and stars, i. 103
iii. 15 ,16—the mountains dropping new wine, nd the hille
flowing with milk—prophecying, dreaming and sceing vi-
sions. If, then, the whole book be figurative, what egcuse.
is there for explaining the last of the secund chapser 1teral-
Iy 2 *Indeed,” says Dr. Dwight, ¢ this mode of changing
the construction from that which is literal to that which is
symbolical; and vice versa, has, more than most other
things, eontributed to perplex the meaning of this book
{ the Apacalypse ], and that of several other parts of the scrip-
ture.” Lex, edit. of two sermons on the Mill. p. 57.
‘Faking this view of the subject, the Heavens may mean
the church, and the carth some universal empire ut comity
with the church. The darkness of the luminaries of Hea-
ven, and the blood, fire, and smoke which are upon t# earth,
may denote entire and universal revolutions, accompanied
with dismal wars. This is variously explained by com-
mentators who believe that the prediction hus yet to receive
its principal accomplishment; and until that time these
things must be imperfectly understood : but all, evea Dr.
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Fishback’s favourite cxpositors, agreee - that the words 11
question have a ﬁgurauvc meaning in the prophetical wri:

mﬁn what is meant by dreams, visions, and prophécyt mg‘s ?
Merely the reception and communication of religious in-
struction.  ** By supernatural dreams, God of old inform-
ed men of Mis miind.  In this manner he informed Abime-
lech that S8arah was Abraham’s wife,~-iformed Ehphaz
ot his incomparable greatness—shewtd Jacob, Joseph, Pha-
thach, and his butler and baker, the Midianitish soldier, Ne-
buchadnezzar, Daniel, and Joseph the husband of Mary,
what was to happen; and somctimesy added proper instruc.
tions.” ¢ God speaketh once, yea twice ; (yet man per-
ceiveth it not,) in a dream, in a vision of the wnight, when
deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings-upon the bed.
Then he opencth the ears of men and sealeth their instruc-
tion.” Job. xxxii. }4—16. As the symbolical significa-
tion of dreaming is the receiving of instruction, so that of
pfophm,ymg is imparting it to others; as the two Apoca-
lyptick witnesses are doing to this day. “And I will give
power to iy two witnesses, and they shall prophecy a
theusand two hundred and three score days clothed in sack-
cloth.”” Rev. xi. 3. This is a very common signification
of the word as appears by Paul’s explanation. 1 Cor. xiv. 3.
The meaning of that section of prophecy now in hand,
appears then to be this: that through the numerous ages
of the latter days, but principally at what are called the first
and second advent of our Saviour, God would give a re-
markable out-pouring of his Spirit. And that amidst dread-
ful revolutions, that religious information which was here.
tofore confined to the Jews and chiefly to their great men
should then be disscininated through all nations, and alt
classes of society, ol and young, male and female, bond
and free. The wars and the Bible societies of the present
day appear to have been thc object of the Holy Spirit in
these predictions.
The explanation given above, it will be 1emembered
does not deny that t%ms prophecy received an inceptive and
imperfect accomplishment in the miraculous gifts and stu-
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pcndous cvents ux thc first century, or even before thut
time.  InJool b, the destruction of a lurge army be-

tween the ea.st-sm zm(l the utmost-sea is foretold. Here
Sennacherib, who was disappointed in an expedition against
Jerusalem, and soon afterwird at Libnuh lost, by the des-
troving Angel, 185,000 of his men, may have been prima.
rily intended. See 2 Kings xis. 8, 35, * Buy,” says Mr.
Faber, « I tnink it is sutheiently evident that the prophecy
can only have received a sort of inchoate ace omplishment
in that event, even gmxtmrr that 1t az all relates to it, which
is by no meuans cerran.” It s not so doubtful whether it
regards the destruction of Jerusalem and those prodigies
which preceded that event.  Baut this is among the pre.
dictions which, in the words of Bishop Horsley, ‘ had in
that only an inchoate accomp!ishmcnt and have yet to re-
ceive their full completion.”

In addition to the assertion of Peter, and other arguments
already advanced in proof of this position, let the following
be considered. It is said in Chap. iii. 1, that in the duys
of the cffusion of the spirit, &c. mentioned in the last of
the preceding Chap. God will restore the captive multitude
of Judah and Jerusalem. The spirit was poured out in the
days of the Apostles: but the Jews were then dispersed
and continue so to this time. They are however to be re-
stored in the days of these divine effusions: therefore they
continue to be poured out to this day, and will hercafter.

In perfect conformity with this, our Saviour in his con.
solatory discourse, In as plain words as language affords,
prowises the Paraclete, the Monitor, the Guide, Instructor ;
tvho, in his absence, was to be a father to them whose
mfluence was eéquivalent to his personal presence and
who was to continue with them forever. ¢ I will entreat
the Father, and he will give you another Monitor to conti-
nue with you forever; cven the spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither seeth him nor kpow-
eth him : but ye shall know him, because he will abide wi
you and be inyou. I will not leave you orphans, (orpha-

nous ) I will réturn unto you.” John xiv. 16—=18.
‘ C
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What a pity that Dr. Fishback does not with avidity seize
this precious promise, instead of uselessly endeavouring to
pervert its meaning, or elude its force. Although our Lord
expressly promises that the Monitor shall continue with us
forever, the Dr. glides over the long word FOREVER with-
out one reason for refusing to give it its just weight, though
in a section of his book which professes to prove that our
Saviour’s promises on this subject were finally fulfilied in the
times of the Apostles, by the “miracles, and signs, and
wonders, addressed io the senses, to the eye, and ear, and
words explanatory of them.”——The following is the no-
tice which he takes of it :

“In John xiv. 16, 17, Christ told his disciples that he would
pray the Father, and he shall (said he) give you avother Comforter,
or Monitor, that he may abide with you forever, even the spirit of
truth ye know him; for he dwelleth with you and shall be is
you. He also told them that the spirit should take the things of
Christ, and shew them unto them, and glorify him that the
spirit should testify of bim, and the Apostles also bear witness;
and in a particular inanner the keys of che kingdom of Heaven
were committed to Peter who was to open the gospe! plan and the
reign of grace, and discoverto the werld the glorious Redeemer in
his mediatorial throne. Accdrdingly, Peter received the Holy
Ghost, Acts ii. 4, by which he was enabled to do this; on ac-
count of which, together with the previous teaching of Chriet, he
was distinguished in supernatural knowledge from the amazed
Jewsawfor no man knoweth the things of God but the spirit of God.
which things he revealed in his own words, that they might be
knewn. 1 Corinth. ii. 12, 13,” page 128, at the bottom.

In page 122, at the top, the above promise of our Sa-

viour is quoted withalarger context. His whole comment
in that place is in one short sentence. ¢ These were pro-
mises made to the twelve disciples.”
. Let it be remembered, that it is the Dr.’s object to prove,
that our Saviour promised the spirit for ne other purpose
than the external working of miracles, and that, of course,
his operations do not reach to us, but are confined to the
days of Miracles. Let us staie his premises arid the con-
clusion which he expects us to infer from them.

1st. « These were promises made to the twelve disciples.” Pags
123; 17 line.
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2ndly. “ Accordingly, Peter received the Holy Ghost.” Page
129, 10,

3rdly. Therefore, the spiritual gifts never were premised to,
neither were they ever bestowed ypon, or received by, any descrip-
tion of persons after Christ’s ascension, except believers; who
were made so, not by the internal, secrct operations, but such as |
ocfore expressed of an extegnal, supernaturai and miracubous
kind.” Page 118 ; 8 line from the bottom.

"That the above is a fair statcment of his chain of reason-
ing, will be seen by any one who will examine the Dr.’s
pook. He lays before us the last quoted proposition as
containing the point to be proved. He then mukesan im-
pressive appeal to our candour while he is developing the
evidence.

“ I must here,” says he, ¢ entreat the christian reader to attend
with care to the facts upon which I rely for the support, ang estab-
lishment of what I have alleged. The proof which I shall adduce
is divine, and supernatural, because it will be taken from the dec-
larations and pramises of the Saviour himself, and their literal ful-
filment after his ascension.” Page 119: 13,

-

There is a dispute between Dr. Fishback and a certain
class of christians. We are led by the above prepossessing -
address to expect that he will enter minutely into the me-
rits of the controversy, and give an elaborate refutation of
the opinion which he is opposing. In the present instance,
the subject is this : Our Saviour promised, as in John xiv.
16, that he would ask the Father, and that he would send
the Spirit to continue forever. Both parties believe that
this promise was made to the Apostles, and that it was ful-
filled to them, and to a great multitude of all the nations to
whom the Apostles preached, during the time of their min-
istry.  ‘The liseral fulfilment of the promise, shortly after
it was made, need not, then, be produced in argument, be-
causc the fuct is admitted. The dispute is, whether this
e atotal, final completion of the promise, or only a par-
tial and typical fulfilment. The Dr. asserts the former, and
undertakes to refute the latter, and promises to support and
2stablish his allegation with divine and supernatural proof.
"The proof is this; that the promisc was made to the twelve
disciples and literally fulfilled in them a thing which
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was never disputed : but which, on the contrary, hig ar.-
tagonists maintain with as unyielding pertenacity as hima€lf.
But they say moreover, that as the spirit was promised to
continue with us forever, so his operations must reach far
beyond the time of the twelve disciples; and the naked pro-
ise itself is ample evidence in support of the position.
*This is the point which Dr. Fishbac‘; promises to refute:
Lut the appearance of a refutation is not to be found. In-
stead of it, hie almost immediately quotes John xvii. 20, a
passage which confirms and illustrates the explanation here
given. And what makes this apy =ar strange, is that it has
little or ao connexicn with what precedes or follows it : but
seemt$ providentially thrown in to counteract the erroneous
tenets by which it is accompanied. In page 122, he first
mentions our Sayiour’s promise that he would pray for the
spirit. Fe. then says that this promise was made to the
twelve disciples, and w'qhin a few lines, givesa part of his
raycr,wlﬁcg shew:. that it was not for the twelve only or even
¢ Jorthose who lived in the Apostolick day. “The following
is the text, with the insertion of a parenthesis by the Dr.

% Neither pray I for thesc alone (the twelve), but for them also
which Believe on me through their word, that th¢y may be one.”

It appears then, that the promise of the spirit by the
mouth of Joel, and by the mouth of him who was greater
than Joel, extends to all those 'vho are aved to the end of
time. R

Another promise of great extent is m Mat. xxviii. 20.
“Lo! I am with youalways, even to the end of the world.”

Dr, . Fishback quotes Mark xvi. 15—20, in full, and

‘s M

then writes as follows ;
“ The latter part of Mark’s history, in which he details the pro

&ises of Christ in respec: to the gifts of the Holy Ghost, and the
arfous promises of the same character, which are enumerated by
John, are correspondent with the concluding part of Matthew’s
history :—~{8ee Matt. xxviii. 18—~30.]—Mark says.* and they went
forth and -preached every where, the Lord working with them,
andcogﬁfmm the word with signs following ;’ by which he has ex-

lained the sens= in which the expression in Matthew, Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world, made to the cle-
ven disciples, was used and bithnded.” Page 123; .
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By this, I understand the author as insinwsting, that our
Loed’s promise te be with his disciples to the end of the
world, meant nothing more than that ke would be with them
durlng the age of miracles, a short period. 1 look for the
promiged proof ;. but no proof is here.  He only says, that
the sense of the promise is explained by a passage in Mark,
which contains an account of its partial accomplishment ;
resting still on the false assumption that the inghoative and
mperfect fulfilment of a prophecy limits it to the time of
that fulfilment,

But here again a difficulty occurs with which we have had
to contend some time ago. The Dr. seems still to think,
that the literal, and nothing but the literal, is the true ox-
planation of prephecy; and t.e promise in Mark contem-
plates the exercise of miraculous gifts, which have long
since ceased. Those who believe are te expel demons,
speak new languages, handle serpents, drink poison with-
out injury, and heal the sick by the impositicn of their
hands.

Our Lord makes a promise of the same import to tke
seventy disciples in Luke x. 19: “Lo! I empower you
to tread on serpents and scorpions and all the might of the
enemy and nething shall hurt you.”

With regard to these texts, we are both agreed that they
were literally fulfilled. Demons and discases were literal-
ly removed by a miraculous power, and serpents and scor-
pions were literally handled with impunity. But I think
moreover, that on both these passages, Theophylact, an an-
cient expositor, is a much better gommentator than Dr.
Fishback. After mentioning, on Mark xvi. Paul’s taking
np the viper with safety, as in Acts xxviil. 5, headds, * or,
i0 handle serpents, is to destroy them; whether they be
ais:hetous, sensible, or whether they be noetous, mnteligent
serpents,” that is whether they be literal or symbolical ;.
whether they be real serpents, or Devils and wickec men
typified by serpents. Satan goes by the name of the ser.
pent frcm the commencement to the close of the sacred
‘vrumgs In Gen. i, 15,1t is promxsed that the seed of®
the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, and in Rev, xii.
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9, he who is the devil and satan is called the old serpent and
the great dragon ; a large and fierce species of serpent. The
ancient critick, mentjoned above, explains the serpents :nd
scorpions in Luke x. 19, to mean Aai ton daimonon pha-
langges, the armices of devils.—Sece Gregory’s Greek Tes.
tament on the place. . .
Some men, on account of their cunping and deceit, ma-
lice and cruelty, are called vipers and serpents, foxes and
wolves, &c. Mat. 11t. 7: vii. 15: xxiii. 33; Luke xiii. 2; Jer.
viil. 17; Canticlesii. 15; LEzek. xiii. 4. They are called
the children of serpents and the children of the devil, be-
cause they are under his influence, of which the demoniacal
possession was emblematical. This influence is not con-
fined to the early period of our Church any more than the
countervailing operations of the Divine Spirit. “‘The Spi-
rit expressly saith that in the last times some shall aposta-
tize from the faith; giving heed to deceitful spirits and
doctrines of demons, through the hypocrisy of liars.”” 1
‘Tim. iv. 1. The spirits which have for many years past
been deceiving the Potentates of Europe and other parts
of the world, are said by the Apostlz John, to be ¢ Spirits
of Demons working miracles, semeia, signs,” * things won-
derful and astonishing,” says Dr. Qwight. Rev. xvi. 14,
And Rome, the Babyion of thie Apocalypse, is said to be
‘“a habitation of Demons, and a hold of every unclean spi-
rit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”” Rev.
xviil. 2. | |
As the word of God is held forth under the emblemis
of the most delicious and salutary liquors, (see Ps. xix. 10;
cxix. 103; 1 Pet. ii. 2) so the opinions, tempers, and com-
munications of these wicked men and evil spirits are repre-
sented as poison. Meses says * their wine is the poison of
dragons and the cruel venom of asps.” Deut. xxxii. 33. Da.
vid says ¢ their poison is ljke the poison of a serpent.” Ps.
lviii. 4. “They have sharpened their tongues hke a ser-
pent—the poison of asps is under their lips.” Ps. cxl. 3.
comp. Rom. iii. 13. ¢ The tongue no mortal can subdue.
It is an untuly evil, fuil of deadly poison.” Jas. iit. 8. To
sav, then, that believers shall drink poison without injury,
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15 saying that they will remain holy in the midst of sur.
rounding wickedness, and sufe in the midst of surrounding
dangers.

As the poison of serpents induces bodily disease, so does
this moral poison, of which we have been speaking, infect the
world with spiritual maladies. And although it is admit-
ted that the prophecy 1 Mark xvi. 18, contemplated the
first, it 1s equally certain that it embraces the latter ajso.
Our Saviour says,  they who are whole need not a physi-
clan, but they who are sick.” Matth. ix. 12. Here, as in
Ezck. xxxiv. 4, 16, the sick mean these who are under
spiritual and not corporeal comgplaints. See also Rov. xvi.
10, 11. From Acts iv. 8—12, it is evident that the htter
1s typical of the former. The word in verse 9th which re-
gards the healing of the body, and the word in verse 12th
which expresses the salvation of the soul, are both from the
same root, spo or sodzo, to Aeal or to save.

But the healing in the prophecy now before us, is effect-
ed by the imposition of hands. This shews two things:
that it is done by the immediate power-of God, and at the
same time by the usc of means. Peter healed the lame
man by the imposition of hands, Actsiii. 7. The High-
priest and his train inquired, * by what power, and by whose
authority, have ye done this?”’> Peter answered, * by the
authority of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom ye crucificd,
whom God hath raised from the dead by him doth this
man stand before you whole.” See Acts iv. £—~12. Thus
it is in vestoring the spiritual limbs to their proper vigour.
It is done by the immediate power of God, though by the
use of means.

Among these, the word of God holds a conspicuous
place. In that light it is mentioned in the passage now
under consideration; ¢ They (the believers) shall speak
with new tongues;’’ meaning, that the truths of revelation
should be announced to all the nations of the earth, at first
by the miraculous gift of tongues, and afterward in the or-
dinary way. If the rest of the prophecy can be proved to
embrace the whole gospel dispensation, the applicability of
this will not be denied, since it is as literally fulfilling at this
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day, as in the age of miracles. “They shail speak witis
new tongues.”’ The Bible is now read in all the modern
languages of Europe and in nineteen of the tongyes of Asia.
And a society was formed at St. Petersburgh, in 1812,  for
the express purpose of making the gospel of the grace of
God seund out from the shores of the Baltic to the eastern
oeean, and from the frozen ocean to the Black sea, and the
borders of China; by putting into-the hands of Christians
and Mohammedans, of lamites and the votaries of Shaman,
with many of the heathen tribes, the oracles of the Living
God.”  This society has the warm approbation of the Em-
peror Alexander, ¢ dccompanied with a gift of 25,000 ru-
bles (318,750 ] and an annual subscription of 10,000 ru-
bles. [37,500.%” They have been ¢ diligently employed i
concerting measures for the formation of branch socie-
ties in the chief cities of the Empire.”

D=z. Fishback says that this passage explains that in Mat.
x%viii. 20, where our Saviour says “ Lo! I am with you
always, even to the end of the world.” We admit that they
explain each other. - In this vicw it will be plainly seen that
Mark developes the matter of the prophecy, and Matthew
fixes the date of its fulfilment. They may both be thus
paraphrased, ¢ These signs or wonder-working powers
shall attond the belicvers. By my authority and by my
immediete power, they shall, in the use of my appointed
means, expel demons, whether possessing the bodies, asin
the age of miracles, or enslaving the souls of men, as in ali
ages. They shall, in the Apostolick day, speak the truths
of religion in new languages, which they have never learn-
ed, and afterwards in all the languages ot the earth, which,
under my direction and protection, they shall learn in the
ordinary way. In these endeavours to honour God and
save the souis of men, they will be cpposed by all the cun-
ning and all the- malignity of Satan and his children. But
they shall handle these scrpents with safety. - And i, in a
wise providence, they. shall be persecuted aor flattered, se-
cretly or opeuly ; ®or if they should be under the necessity
of reading the seductive errors of infidels or beretics, they
shall not be ingmed.  And as a type and pledge of thes~
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things they shail in the age of miracles, be literally invul.
nerable to the bite of the most venomous reptiies; and
if they drink that poison which royal displeasure or indivi.
dual malice may prepare for them, in their state of poverty,
persecution, or imprisonment, ¢ shal! not hurt them. These
things may, in unbelievers and hypocrites, destroy the health
and endanger the life of both soul and body. But in these
cases they who belicve shafl in the first age of the Church,
cure the sick in:body. by laying their hands upon them:
and 1 all ages they shali heal the distémpers ‘of the soul
by the means appomnted. "Think not that these things are
too wonderful to be atchieved, or when atchieved that it is
by any other power than that of the Paraclete, the Monitor,
the Holy Spirit, whom I send in my name. “ For behold
I am akways with you, to support and comfort you, and in
some measure at least to succeed your labours; and I will,
to such purposes as these be with all my faithful ministers,
who shall succeed you [the Apostles] in the work, even to
the end of the world. Amen! O blessed Jesus, so may it
indeed be! and may this important promise be fulfilled to
us and to our successors, to the remotest ages, in its full
extent.” :

It may he proper before this subject is dismissed, to no-
tice one Palagian gloss, which, though not observed in Dr.
Fishback’s book, he may hereafter discover and think
a matter of considerable importance. The word aivn
translated world, is thought o have a general and ambigu-
ous meaning, and accordingly Campbeli of Aberdeen trans-
lates Matt. xxviii. 20, as follows; * behold I am with you
always, even te the conclusion of this state.” Without
elaberately stating or refuting the argument drawn from
this criticism, I shall merely copy a note on the text from
Doddridge, who is also the Author of the latter part of the
wbove paraphrase. |

*“ As Christ’s presence with his surviving Apostles and
other ministers was as necessary after the destruction of
Jerusalem as before it, nothing seems more unreascnable
than to limit these words by such an interpretation as to re-
fer them only to that period : nor does it indeed appear that

D
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the end of the worldis cver usedinafy other than the most
extensive sense.” Compare Matt. xiii. 39, 2 Cor. xv. 24.
Let the reader draw to a focus the evidence containcd i
the above prophecies, and he will see but little neeessity for
contistting thesc remarks. It appears that in prophecies
relating to the christian dispensation in general, God pro-
misct to set his tabernacle among his people, and to walﬁ
among them—to dwell in them, and walk :n them—to cir-
cumsize their Aeart—that his Spiri? which is- upon them
shall not depart from them from this time forgh forever—
that he will put his Spirit within them—that he will pour
out his Spirit upen their seced-—that he will in the last
deys pour out his Spirit upon all flesh—that he would
give them another Comferter or Monitor to abide with them
ever ; even the Spirit of truth—that he (Jesus Christ}
wilk be with them chways even to the end of the world.
k> the first age of this remarkable effusion: of divine in-
fluence, he bestowed extraordinary gifts for werking mi-
racles and speaking new languages, for the honorable attes-
tation and speedy circulation of religious truth. But let
any ene examine the above passages of Iloly Writ, and say
whether this was all for which it was intended. It is to
make them bwe Jehovah their God with all sheir heart and
with al their sowd that they may fve— that his 1words may
ot depart from their mouth that they may walk in his
statutes and kee, £ his judginents and do them—the Spirit is
to bring his blessing upon them as waters on the thursty,
and flowisg streams on the dry ground—and he is to be their
Father snd thew God; relations which plainly make his
‘agency in their regeneration and sanctification
TFhis agency is special and effectual. It is called special,
because it is peeutinr to them wheare saved:; and effectual,
besause it is- sufficient to answer the end, and mfalhbl)
does so. See Eph. iv. 16.
* In p : 2 line, and }32: 24, a:d #Gi: il 4, 0f
Dr. back’s work, he. scems to think that the word
cpecml 1s used to dlstmgmsh these operrzions of the Spirit,
which are supposed to tike place in our day, from the mi-
raculous agencies whieh were expcnmwd in the Apostolic
day. ** Against this distinction,” says he, ¥ I must here
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Toter my protest, and *** deny the distinction as beng
antrue in fact 7

By a miracle is gencrally understood an effeet, {not ne-
sessarily inferring salvation,) which is produced by Divine
power as distinct from that of any created agent or the use
of means: though sometimes accompunicd with them.—
The Scriptures however, are fur from confining the word
%0 this sense, as has been already shewn from Rev. xvi. 14,
and other places; where it only means dhose wonderful and
extraordinary facts, which Sutan and his emissaries are per-
forming on the carth ut this day. As far then, as that su-
pernatural agency which sanctified the hearts of the Apostles,
and .primitive christians may be called miraculous, so far
does the divine Spirit exercisc a miraculous influence at
this day. And as far as this influence is necessary to gaina
trtumphantvictory overthe miracles of Satanand hisincarnate

-fiends so far are miracles now wrought by the Spirit of Jesus.
Moreover, since the. christians of the primitive church en-
joyed special, saving communications, which were not com.
mon to the peopie of the world, and since they were the
special property of the Redeemer, to the exclusien of all
other Lords ; the special operations are far from being con.
fined to our day. They extend to all the Redcemed from
Adam, to the consummation of all things.

A very moderate acquaintance with the present state of
Christendom, will enable Dr. Fishback’s readers to ascer-
win those churches, divines, and creeds, against which he
has entcred his protest. I believe that 1 have spoken their
real sentiments in the above remnarks If this be the case,
the Dr. is offended at them without causc.

Regeneration is effected, moreover, by the supernatu-
ral and internal operations of the Divine Spirit.

Withregard to the term regeneration, our author speaks
as follows:

« These things, Tthe doctrines of the Scriptures] believed by
their proper evidence, constitute the new birth, as far as the term
regeneration is applicable to man on this side the §ravc. Accordin
to the absolute meauing of thefterm regeneration, 1 must needs thin

+hat the glorious resurrcction of the body, frmp the dead, as Paul
{escribed it, is an essential part ¢ it, which is heresfrer to he re-

Jized.” 195 ®,
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Persons not acquainted with the source from which
the Dr. has draw: his explanation, may understand him
as asserting tha' Paul hus called the general resurrection a
regeneration : a thing which he probably did not intend,
and which, if he did, 15 incorrect. The only place in which
there is the least appcarance of its having this meaning, is
Matt. xix. 28. And 1t 1t be true in tnis casc our common
translation must be wrong. Divines of eminence think
that it 1s; and give the pretcrence to Dr. George Camp-
bell’s version; ¢ Verily I say unto you, that at the reno.
vation [common translation regeneration,} when the Sor
of Man shall be seated on his glorious throne, ye my fol-
lowers, sitting also upon twelve thrones, shall judge the
twelve tribes of Israel.” ¢« We are accustomed,” says
Campbell, “to apply the term regencration solely to the
conversion of individuals; whereas its relation here is to
the general state of things. As they were wont to deno-
minate the creation, genesis, a remarkable restoration or re-
novation, of the face of thangs, was very suitably termed
palinggenesia, [a being created again.] The return of the
Israelites to their own land after the Babylonish captivity, is
so named by Josephus the Jewish historian...... The princi-
pal completion will be at the general resurrection, when
there will be, in the most important sense, @ renovation, or
regeneration, of Heaven and Earth, when all things shall
become new : yet in a subordinate sense it may be said to
have been accomplished when God came to visit, in judg-
ment, that guilty land; when the old dispensation was ut-
terly abolished and succeeded by the Christian dispensation,
into which the Gentiles, from every quarter, as well as Jews
were called aid admitted.”

If, by the ubsol:te meaning of the word, Dr. Fishback
mtends that we shall nnderstand its primary meaning, I
would reply that a renovaticn of the genceral state of things
is farther from its absolute nieaning than any other seusc
in which it is used in scripture. Its primary signification
is the literal second birth of particular persons, in the way
in which Nicodcmus understood it in his conversation with
our Saviour. John iii. 4. Thence it came to be applied
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to the spirttual renovation of the souls of individuals, a.
our Saviour uses the term i speaking to Nichorlemus, —.
And thirdly, 1t signifies, as in Matthew, that gensral reno-
vaticn of the state of things, which presupposes and partly
Implies, that spiritual regencration which the term generally
significs among us.

The word occurs in the sense of a saving renewal of
the nature in Tt . 5. Hce saved us by the laver of
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.” One of
1ts conjugates occurs in the sume sense in John i, 5. ¢ Je.-
sus answercd ; verily, verily, Isay untoyou; unless a man
be horn of water and Spirit he caunot enter the Kingdon of
God.”

A difficulty which attends these and very many other
pa sages ol Scripture, claims our attention in this place, be-
fore we proceed to draw from them the most prominent
doctrine which they contain.  In the idiom of the original
language, loutron palinggenesias, laver of regencration
means regenerating laver. We are then, it may be sad,
taught in Titus 1il. 5, to ascribe our salvation and regene-
ration, to the instrument used in baptism; and in John iii.
5, the fluid used in that ordinance 1s made essentially ne-
cessary 1o these ends. Accordingly, notwithstanding Rom.
av. 11, 12, thousands have belicved that without baptism:
salvation is impossible ; and the Roman Catholicks believe,
according to the decree of the Couicil of Treat, that thic
sacrament confers grace ex opere operato, by the mere ad
ministration of it.

When our Saviour says, *“ he that believeth not shall be
condemned,’ he does not mean to exclude from justifica-
tion those infants, &c. who may be renewed by his Spirit
and are incapable of the exercise of faith: but only to con-
demn those who actually rejected the gospel.  So when
he affirms that unless a man be bora of water.....he cannot
enter the kingdom of God, he does not mean to exclude
those believers to wi:om this sacrameut is inaccessible, but
such as disregard those ordinances of religion which are
within their reach.

“Therc is In every sacramenrt a spirituat relation or sa
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cramental umion between the sign and the thing signified 5
whence it comes to pass that the names and effects of the
one are attributed to the other.” Thus our Saviour says
of the bread and wine; this is my body and 2his is my
blood. This was true, yet it was not true of the visible
emblems, but of the Holy Spirit which accompanied them,
and gave the receivers a real spiritual union to Jesus Christ ;
which was the only thing meant by their partaking of his
flesh and blood, a very comn.on and intelligible figure to
denote tiie natural as well as the adventitious relations of
society. Thus again Paul says,— Christ also loved the
church, and gave himsclf for it, that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” Eph. v.
25, 26. 'The churchis not literally sanctified by wuter, or
by any thing sensible, bnt by the Spirit of God, of which
water is emblematical, and who purifies the soul as water
1s suited to cleanse the body; and who makes what he
pleases to appoint a signand means of sanctification. This
remark may extend to the text above cited in Titus, and
the Gospel according to John; to the latter of which we
will now return. This Dr. Fishback says,

——=% {3 thought to establish thc physical opevations of the Spirit
in regeneration, in concomitance with, but distinct from, and inde-
pendent of the word of God in the Gospel. This error has depri-
ved the Gospel of its instrumental character, properly speaking,
for the spiritual renovation of the understanding, will, and ailec-
tions of men. The expressionin the conclyding part of the verse,
‘ so is every one that is born of the Spirit,”” is rarely ever taken in
connexicn with the preceding part of it-——the hearing the sound of
the wind. We hear the sound of the wind, but cannot tell whence
it cometh or whither it goeth; so also we hear the Spirit through
the word-—he is no more an object of corporeal vision than isthe
wind ; and it is by the sound of his voice in words that he is known
to exist, and by which the knowledge of spiritual, and eternal
<hings, is communicated to the mind, The things of God are
made known to the understandings of men by the words of Gad.”—
195: 27.

From what has been already said. every one must know
that the dispute between the Dr. and myself is, wiether the
agency of the Divine Spirit in regeneration is or is not su-
permatural,  Here I use the wod supernatural #n its true
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sense ; to denote the ckercise of divine power, as distin
guished from the agency of any creature or the wse of mcans.
Dr Fishback uses the word 1n a different sense. See page
114: 9, 19. 119: 15,24, 226: 17. Ir thése and very,
Fery many other places he understands by the term, no-
thing more than the use of means. He thinks himself au-
thorized to use it in this way because these means (the sa-
cred writings) are significant of truths, which came ongin-
ally by supernatural communications. It appears to me
that if this were thoroughly cxamined it would make every
thing supernatural ; because, according to Maoses, *“in the
beginning God made the Heavens and the Earth.” But
as this would leave nothing natural, nothing of coursc could
Le supernaturai or above naturc. Such confusion appears
the ligitimate consequence eof the inaccurate use which the
Dr. has made of this word.

‘These perversions of language have often been used with.
two designs: though I do not affirm that Dr. Fishback 1is
guilty of either; and I make the remark, not to excite in
his breast a sinful resentment, but to get him to cxzmine his
heart. Some men, knowing that the members of the church,
both learned and unlearned, believe in the supernatural ope-
rations of the Spirit, use the same expressions that they do
though with an entirely different meaning ; that they may,
in the first place, escape excommunication, and in the se-
cond, delude the ignorant and unwary into their crrors.—
‘The phrase now in hand would, in the mouth of a true be.
ltiever, mean the special, immediate, and irresistible influ-
ence of the Spirit of God : with Dr. Fishback it excludes
all this, and means nothing more than that superficial im-
pression which the scriptures make upon the unregenerate
heart, as other bocks would, which discuss the samc
subjects, relate the same facts, or propound the same dec-
trincs.  And the only reason why the impressions, pro-
ducegl by the other books are not ascribed to supernatu-
ral power, is that their anthors were not inspired. In speak-
ing of the christian faith he says, that it * differs from every
other description of belief, as much as the objects and the
evidenee, which are divine and supernatural, differ from
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natural ones.” 114: 9. Again; “cvery truth in the Bible
is an object of faith, whether it be merely politicui, histori-
cal orevangelical.” 226: 17. Therefore; a man who be-
lieves in any political or historical truth in the Bible, be-
lieves in a supernatural object by supernatural evidence.—
Wherefore, his faith differs from cvery other description of
belief, as tnuch as its superndtural object and evidence dif-
fer from natural ones; and is itsclf supernatural of course.
Suppose some idolatrous Roman, who ncver read the scrip-
tures, had read in Josephus that Herod in conducting a
warlike expedition against Aretas, tock Machoerus, a for.
tress, near the Dead Sea in his way. He believes the ac-
couat : But his faith is only natural, because Josephus was
not mspired. Suppose that the next day he dines with a
ncrghbour who had been converted by Paul’s preaching,
and had read Luke iii. 14. This neighbour tells him that
4h this very fortress of Machoerus in the wilderness of Pa-
rxea (sce Lukeili. 3,) one Johnwas prophecying in the name
of the God of Israel, at the time that Herod and his army
were there, and that “ the soldiers likewise demanded of
him, saymg; and what shall we do 2’ The visitant believes
dns fact also; or at least as much as is contained in the
words quoted from the evangeiist. Here the object of
yas faith is supernatural, according to the Doctor; for it is
a histerfcal truth of revelation ; and the evidence is superna-
tural,.and his faith itself of course according to the same au-
thaority. He then goes home, and like many such behevers,
lives:and dies in the worship of stocks and stones. If this
mandid not undergo a supernatural change, I advise the
reader to erase the two first syllables of this word, where-
ewer it occurs in Dr. Fishback’s book. This is a belief
which -devils have; and this is a belief which is held by
thousands of fair professors, wlio must hereafter dwell with
devils. Ia Leximgton itself there is an increasing call for
humiliation and exertion, and among professors there is 2
remaskable increase of pride and sloth. - Fhey ncver show
any thing like humiility €xcept in the company of the rich
and the great, nor bny thing like zeal except against those.
who reprove their sinful prictices, They would shudder

4
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at denying one proposifion in the scriptures : for, like the
Jews who persecuted our Lord, in them they think they
have eternal life.  Their lives show that though like Simon
the magician, they belicve, they arc yet, like him, in the
gall of bitterness and bond of iniqaity. The reason is
that the real exercisc of a supernatural ugency, is necessary
to chiage the natural enmity which the heart has against
Godand cverything which is good.  “ Verily, vcril?'% say
unto you ; unless a man be born of water and Spitit; he
- tannot enter the kingnom of God.*’ |
In this cxpresston, a thing is said of a material object,
which is tntended to be understood of a spiritual ore ; a'nci
the design is to shew in the most forcible manner, the im-
possibility of the spiritual regeneration, concérning whichy,
some ar¢ always ignorant; by informing us thut with re-
spect to its author, it is like the literal regeneration, which
every one knows is impossible, without the physical exey-
cise of divine power. “How can a man be bérn again
when he is old? It is impossible. As well may a man
rise from the grave—as weil may a mun be ¢reited a-new
_out of nothing—it is as easy for & camel to go throngh the
eye of a needle.  With man, these thirigs are impbesibly,
but with God all things are possible: And t6 the bléssed
spirit of Jesus are the spiritual creation, restrrection! and
regeheration ascribed in the Scriptures. « If any msn’ be
in Christ, he is a new creature. Old thmgs are past away,
behold, ull things are become new!” 2 Cor. v. 17; Gal.
vi. 15.  “But God, who is rich in'meréy, for his grest
love which he exercised toward us even when wg werd
dead in sins, Has quickened us togéther: with Christ; (by
grace yc are savéd) and hath raised us with hish, and thade
us sit together in Heavenly places in Christ Jesos.” ;
ii. 4—6. Johin v.25.,Col. 1. 12;iii. 1. “Utrfless aeién b
born,” &c. John iii. 5. | KR
The dullness of Nicodemus did not reke'cur- Lol my
#act what he had said; but he’ explains and estabilishiey
doctrine.  * Wonder fiof that I said unto- thee, yé&muse
be born again. The wind bloweth where 1td\oose:m
thou hearedt the sound w}f’ﬁo but candt not-1c it yvhied

.
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it cometir « r whither 1t goeth: so 1s every one who is borx:
of the spirit.” John iii. 7, 8-—-—so is every one that is bor::
of the spir:t. How 1s every one that is thus born 7 "The
design of our Heavenly teacher here 1s evidertly to illus-
trate tlie operations of his spirit upou the mind by the ope-
ration of the wind upon the body. First ascertain the lut.
ter and then vou may have the outlines of the former. The
operation of the wind, then, is special and npt common, for
it bloweth where it listeth-eit is sensible and effectual, for
thou hearest the sound- thereof—but it is not to be fully
comprehended or explained, for thou canst not tell whence
it cometh or whither it gocth.  Sois ¢very one that is born
of the spirit. His influences, though in some respects in-
- explicable, are special, effectual, and sensible.  Under the
word sensible we imply what is meant by immediate and
physical ; understanding the last word in its teelusical sense,
m which Dr. Fishback uses it, page 213: 29. He therc
says, that the phAysical operations of the spirit are they by
which the resurrection of Christ was effected. By thesc
very operations, faith is said to be produced in those wha
do believe. Eph. i. 19, 20. The wind acts immediately
upon the bedily organs, so does the divine spirit upon the
mind. The body is frequently sensible of the one, and the
mind of the other. ¢ Thc spirit itself bearcth witness with
our spirit, that we are children of God.” Rom. viii. 16.
A man may deceive himself and think that he has the spi-
rit when he has not: So he may in thinking that he hears
the wind. God has.in mercy given us reason to correct
the imperfection of the senses, and revelation as a rule by
which to try the spirits. ¢ Beloved; believe not every spi-
rit, but try the spirits whether they be of God.” This
precept, however, is held at naught by those who deny the
operation of spirits, and it may be justly ‘said to them, tha:
they do not belicve or understand that word which they
vndertake to teach to others: as our Saviour said to the
fsrachitish teacher; ‘“art thou a teacher of Israel, and Arous
est mot these things? Verily, verily, I say unto you, w¢
speak what we know, and testify to what we have seen;
and do y¢ ne¢ receive our testimony ¢ If I haye told you
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carthly things and ve believe not, how will ye ‘believe if %
%1l you heavenly things 2 John iii. 10-—12.
If our Lord in his precious remarks meant nothing more
tha'.that the scriptures or the appointed means of grace would
zinerate the «oul, Nicodemus did Anow this—he would
havc recetved his ‘«estimony-—-:;nd he would have believed
this earthly doctrine.  But this was not the doctrine which
our Saviour taught. He declared the necessity of 2 super-
natural change by the divine spirit. And this was the thing
which Nicodemus Anew not, and which he could not re-
cewwe or believe. -
As a dangerous and unscriptural dependence on mears
15 Dr. Fishback’s great error, so it was of Nicodemus and
the fews.,  In the Scriptures, they think they have eter-
nal life, though they reject Christ of whom they testify ; in
the Scnptures, Pelagians think they have eternal life, though
they reject the spmt of whom they testify.
All the institutions of true rchqxon testify of Christ, and
are only different ways of expressing the same docrrines
which are recorded in the bible ; and, like the bible, they
have all been abused. When Israel was aompassing the
land of Edom, they were, for their sins, visited with fiery
serpents.  *“ And Moses,” by a divine command, ¢ made
a serpent of brass and put it upon a pole. And it came to
pass that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld
the serpent of brass he lived.” Numbers xxi. 9. The cx-
hibition of this type to the people was one way of commu-
nicating the very same dectrine which is written in connec-
tion with the conversation which we have just been discuss-
ing. ‘““And as Moses lifted up the scrpent in the wilder-
ness, so must the son of man be lifted up, that every one
twho believeth on him may not perish, but have eternal life.”?
‘John 1il. 14, 15.  'This passage of Scripturc is written with
ink upon paper, and when spokm it maukes articulate
scunds, as Dr. Fishback will have it: butif ‘accompanied
with the imme¢ Mate inflnences of the spirit, it may be the
ineans of saviag souls; for it holds forth Christ crucified.
"T'he sight of e serpent, accompanied by the spirit which
zave fntl s antitype, saved many souls and healed ma-
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t.; bodies; for it preached the Saviour hited up on the
Cross. 1n both cases the praise should be given to God,
and not to anothier. But this has not always been done;

and when thase humble meins, such as brass and paper,
and articulate sounds, through which God means to mag-
nify the glory of his peculiar power, are gbused to the pur-
posaot idolatrous superstition, as if God did not, wh,lc
using them, act independently of them, they lose their dig-
nity and efficacy. The brazen serpent was a very siguifi-
cant and venerable t ype, of God's own appointment:. bug
“ Hezckiah brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses
~had made; for unto thosc days the children of Isricl did
burm incense to it.  And he cul! ed it Ne! .usht.m, a serpent
cf brass,” by way-of contuinpt. 2 Kings xviil. 4.

‘We conélude, therefore, that as | the Jows were obstinate-
Iy prone todepend on means, and as our Saviour’s doc-
trine on regeneration was on¢ which they did not believe,
the spigit af which they myst be born does exercise an in-
fluence distinct from the means and independent of them.
And aguity operations are necessary to every one wha
pcrcevves ar exgers the kingdom , of Heaven, they must, of
coupse; centinug. to the end of time. |

I 3t be wug, 38 we have attempted to shew, that the di-
vmu&mmsarc special, effecual, and supernatural; and
thut alk ehrigtians, ip all ages, enjay them, it is cvident that
they nrestsbe internal, - Dr. Fishback denies that they were
ndernal even in the A.postohck day.

“-u-wﬁ!e operatlons of the spirit were not secret immediate,
- and imternal in the ‘Apostolick day, but consisted in miracles and
a-i’gm and wonders, addressed to the senses, to the eye, and ear,

ang . words explanatory of theni, by which they were applied wa

Itsusv %}5 ro»s of his death, Tesurrection, ’sctnsioi, and
chargctér #'a mec ltOl‘, &c. &c.” page 128, top..

"} 'this asdertion, as in many ethers, the Dr has entirely
ﬂargoclen or at least deserted the rule by which- he promis.
his investigatiens. ** 1 design,” says he,
‘clawe to the reeord, and to admit nothiug into thc

Mvesti !im bdut what s by a ¢ Mrus it is written.’
13} 90. Where is Wm the spirit never made
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-azernal suggestions tu the Apostles and primative chris.
uuns, but aiwayvs addressed them in words, &c. ¢ It is
written that © w1l Scriptureis given by inspiration.” 2 Thn.
1. 16. There 1s a spirit in man, and the breathing of
Shaddai (‘the peurer-forth, ) giveth them ugderstanding.”
Jov xxxii. 8. comp. Joel ii. 28. Jesus “breathed u
them, and saith unto uaem, recerve ye the Holy Spirit.”.
John xx. 22. “But when they deliver you up, be not,
anxious how or what ye shall speak, for it shall be given
vou in that hour what ye shall spcak.  For it is not ye whe
spcak, but the spirit of my father which speaketly in you.”
Mat. x. 19, 20— The Holy Spirit shall teach you in that
hour what ye ought to scy.” Luke xii. 13, 13. “Holy
m;n of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spiriz. 4
2 Pet. 1. ‘

Thcse operanons were evndently internal. Now where
is it woritten, that when the spirit works internally in be-
stomng the dt.of tongues, or the gift of hcakng, or of
revealing the will of God, he works externally in regencr-
ation and sanctification ? Concerning the Monitor, the
spirit of truth, wha is to continue withythe church forever,
our Suviour says, “he shall abide with you and shall be in
you.” John xiv. 17. Paul, who was thoroughly and in-
fallibly instructed by this blessed teacher, speaks thus to the
Corinthians; 1 Epistle iii. 16. “ Know ye not that ye are
the temiple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in
vou?” Paul had experienced the warfare which is be-
tween the principle of grace m the regenerated heart, and
the law of sin in the members, und he was taught that the
spirit must dwell in the body as well as in the soul. “Know
ye not,” says he, ¢ that your body is the temple of the He-
ly prrit which is in you, which ve have from God, aad
that ye are not your own 27’ 1 Cor. vi. 20. “As God hath
said, I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be
their God and they shall be my people.” 2 Cor. vi. 16.
It was for this purpose tliat the son of God became a sin-
offering.  * For that which the law could not do, because
it was weak threugh the flesh, God /ath done, in sending
his own son in the likeness .of sinful flesh, and for a sin.
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oftering: [that is;} he hath condemned sin in the flesh;
that the rightcoasnés: of the law might be fulfilled in ug
who walk not after the fl=sh but after the spirit.” Rom. viii.
3, 4. Having peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, we hate familiar and pleasant intercourse with him
through the Holy spirit.  * Behold!”, says he, I stand at
the door and knock. If any man will hear my voice and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.” Rev. iii. 20. “If ye, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more will your father, who is in Heaven, give good
things unto- them who ask him?” Mat. vii. 11—* how
much more will your father who is in Heaven give the Ha-
ly Spirit unto them who ask him 2 Luke xi. 13. With.
out the Spirit of God there is no salvation from sin here or
hell hereafter. ¢ Ye are not in the flesh but in the spirit,
if indeed the spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” Rpm. viii.
9. It is he who opens our hearts to belicve, as he did that
of Lydia and the Apostles. Acts xvi. 14." Luke xxiv. 45.
It is he who must refresh our knowledge and faith, and
love, and joy, as he did in the case of the disciples going
to Bmmaus, Luke xxiv. 32--he must prepare us for ac-
ceptable prayer,and every duty, Rom. viii. 26. John xv. 5—-
and he only can preserve our whole constituticn, (“olocle-
ron ) spirit and soul and body Dblameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thess. v. 23. ¢ Yea though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff,
they comfort me.” - If we die in the faith, the spirit which
dwelt in our bodies here, will-keep them -united to Jesus
Christ while mouldering in the grave; and when the last
tramp shall sound, “them also who sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.”" 1 Thess. iv. 14, -



PROCEEDINGS, -
OF THE SESSION

RELATIVE TO D=. FISHBACK’s BOOK.

‘THE Session of the first Presbyterian Church in Leg-
ton met, at the special request of Mr. William L. Maccal-
la, to receive certain Charges against Doctor James Fish-
back, and issue process thereon, for maintaining and pub-
lishing false doctrine, in a work printed in this place, by
Mr. Thomas T. Skillman, about April, 1813, entitled,
“ The Philosophy of the Human Mind, in respect to Reii-
gion.” |

Mr. Maccalla read to the Session some passages from
the book above alluded to, as containing (in his op:aion)
sentiments at variance with the Holy Scriptures and the
most approved standards of the Presbyterian Church. '

Mr. Maccalla being asked by the Session, if he had ta-
ken the previous steps with Dr. Fishback, required in the
xviiith Chapter of the gospel by Matthew. He answered
in the affirmative; but observed, if it were thought advisa-
ble, he would again converse with him, in the presence of
the Session.

Doctor Fishback was accordingly invited in, and held
with Mr. Maccalla, & pretty free and lengthy conversation
on some of the doctrines in question.

‘The Doctor, in his remarks and explarations of certain,
passages contained in his book, and referred to by Mr.
Maccaulla, appeared to explain them in such a way, as to
render his views of supernatural operations less exception-
able.

During this interview, the Doctor asserted his entire be-
lief in the supernatural and divine irdhiliics ‘of the Holy
Spirit, accompanyirg the word of God, #s"the appropeiate
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mean of salvation; and referred to some puss:iges in iz
book, where this doctrine (he thought) was distinctly ex-
pressed—see page 159, near the top—page 180, near the

bottom. , |
After this conversation had closed, Mr. Maccalla handcd

to the Moderator of the Session, the following Charges—
and the parties retired.

“[To the Msderator of the Session of'the first Presbyter:.
an Congregation in Lexington.]

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and for the good
of his people, William Latta Maccalla charges Doctor
James Fishback, a man whom he loves, with the follow-

mgcrimes:
. Frrst.
Heresy : or maintaining and publishing false doctriny,
tending to dissolve the unity and disturb the peace of the
Church. .

In a work of his, printed i this place about .;\_})ril, 1813,
by Mr. Thomas T. Skillman, and entitled, ¢ The Philos-
hy of the Humen Mind in respect to Rehgion,” &c. by

%
denies and holds at naught, the special and internal renew-
ing and quickening influences of the Holy Spirit in the

elect to the end of time : a doctrine which is taught i our
Confession of Faith, Chapters x. and xiii. and in the Lar-
ger Catechism, Questions 67, 68, 75, and in the Scrip-
tures, John iii. Rom. viii. 9, Fph. i. and ii. and elsewhere.

, SzconpLy. |
- Slander, Raiking, &c. cxcrcised against the truc peopic
of God who hold the doctrine which he opposes.

For instances in which these occur, see his whole ok :

but especially the second chapter.  One or two examples
are sffordedim. 423 line—to—page 1’95;_t 9,'tnd

Redaag .

WL L. MACCALEA
May 2, 1814,
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The charges having been read and duly considered, the
question was then put, shall these Charges now be received ¢
It was answered in the negative, by an unanimous vote.
Nevertheless, the Session are of opinion, that Doctor
Fishback, believing as he proftssed, in his free conversa-
tion with Mr. Maccalla, has been unfortunate in stating
with clearness and precision, his views of the agency of the
divine spirit, siace the period of miracles ; conscquently the
character of his real sentiments on that important doctrine,
iIs not yet precisely known.
JOHN MAXWELL,
JOHN M'DOWELIL,} Elders.
SAMUFEL BLAIR,
R. M. CUNNINGHAM, Moderator
‘ of the Seesicn
May 2, 1814.

Remarks on the decision of the Sessian.

SOME. years ago Mr. Craighead, a minister of the Gos-
pel in our church, was tried for the Palagian Heresy. Many
passages of his sermons evidently denied the supernatural
operations of the Divine Spirit in regeneration, since the
Apostolick day: but when before the officers of the church
he *appeared to explain them in such a way as to render
his views of supernatural opcrations less exceptionable,” in
the opinion of some of his judges. During their interviews
with him, he often asserted his entire belief in the super-
natural or divine influences of the Holy Spirit, accompany.
ing the word of God, as the appropriate mean of salvation,
as distinctly as Dr. Fishback docs in page 159, near the
top; where he says nothing more than'that man’s recovery
from natural corruption, ‘“is eflected by the Spirit of God,
through those meurs work'm% faith in us, and thereby unit.

L]
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ing us to Christ, who is the Mediator between God ang
man.” The court, however, having sufficient evidence
that he denied the doctrine in fict, and that this mode of
expression, and his professions of attachment to the Con.
fession of Faith, were only designed as a shield from the
censure of the church, and to give currency to his errors,
looked upon him as adding prevarication to heresy, and
condemned him accordmgly

The Lexington Session then accused Dr. Fishback of
the same errors, before he wrote the book now under con-
sideration.  During that prosecution the Dr. professed the
same doctrine contained in page 159, and made use of ex-
pressions exactly tantamount to the one quoted above.—
But they then knew how to understand him, and very just-
ly condemned him.

In both these cases, however, the sentence was passed
after the court had reccived and considered written charges.
To have condemned them previously to this, would have
been as illegal as to acquit Dr. Fishback in the present
case, without giving the prosecutor an opportunity of estab-
hshmq his charges—thus denying him a privilege to which
everv member is entitled by the constitution of the church.

When such weighty accusations are produced it is im-
possible that the court can do their duty without censuring
onc of the parties. If the allegations be true, then the ac-
cused is guilty of heresy, &c. if false, then the prosecutor is
guiity of malignity and rashness, and should be punished
accordingly. See Forms of Process, C. ii. § 7-

The Session have privately acknowledged that Dr. Fish-
back’s book denies the operaticns of the Diviae Spirit,
since the days of miracles, and that it thus contains the
‘rrors for which Mr. Cralghead was deposed. How then,
can they say that * the character of his real sentiments on
that important doctrine is not yet precisely known?”

The Session, whom we would expect to think for them-
selves, justify their dicision by saying that the accused re-
ferred to some passages in his book, where this doct:ine
[of divine influence] (e thought) was distinctly express.
«d. Page 180, at the bottom, 1s mentioned as an instance.
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In that place Dr. Fishback coes not pretend to give hic
own sentiments. He quotes Mr. Parkhurst’s profession
of this doctrine, accompanied with an erroneous opinion of
that author concerning the word grace. We give the words
of the Dr. containing a very considerable perversion of Mr.
P.’s expressions.

« It may not be amiss here to introduce the judgment of the
-reat Biblical Critic, and Lexicegrapher, Parkhurst; relative to
the use of the term « Charis, or grace,” in the operations of the
Spirit, in the writings of ihe Apostles. ‘The judgment of this
great man is, in opposition to a pre-conceived opinion; which he
had formed; a2nd which is a predominant one in th- systems of
many modern divines ; it seems te have been produced by a per-
ticular examination of the usc of the term. ¢ Charis or grace, (he
observes) denotes the gracicus and unmerited assistance of the
Holy Spiritin his miraculous gifts. Butthough I firmly believe his
blessed onerations or influences on the hearts of ordinary believers
iu general ;> (by immediate operations, and agencies, I suppose,)
““yet that charis or grace is cver in the New Testament us:d fiar-
ticularly for these,is more than I dare, after attentive examina-
tion, assert.’”” 'These miraculous operations have ceased, be~ause
the necessity of thern has ceased ; but the ideas, and knowledge
which the revelations, and miracles of the Spirit recorded, impart
to the mind ; and the religious exercises to which they lead, and the
dispositions of hcart which they produce by their proper use, are not
less divine, supernatural, and gracieus, than if they were the con-
sequence of the immediate revelations, and physical operations of
the Holy Spirit. This dicision of Mr. Parkhurst, after a careful
examination, is agreeable *o what I formerly remarked upon the
distinction which divines make between the operations of the Spi-
rit, his revelations, &c. as record; and those which they contend
exist in our day, which they call szecial. That observation was,
that ¢ faith in Jesus Christ never has been produced, nor will it
ever be, by any other than the miraculous operations; and super.
~atural revelations of the Spirit, which are recorded.”
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