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writing o some dear friends, who are ingmp.t_.ﬂ.icl:ion.
"~ JOY IN SORROW; #
OR COMFORT FOR THE BEREAVED.
icted Friend, Lo
W'%por'gpdeny that your grief is just, The
cause of it is a sore and grievous wound. Nor
do T wish to mock you by an affected gaiety of
address. This would be cruel indeed. “As he

" that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and

s vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs
%3... ﬁﬂv_yphem"_ (Ps. xxv. 20.) Nor shall I
deride your sufferings, by presenting any conside-
ration which mere worl %y wisdom would devise.
It ean surely be no relief to your wounded heart
10 be told, what yon know wn false, that there
is no real iﬁ%ring in this Wfe. Nor can I pre-
> ur griefwill

do no good. Its grealest aggri
tear:

s will bring back the light of your eyes. Nor
sould I so far forget your “iofs ‘a_is |m=:reII§_rI to .:aayl;
that sorrow is the common lot of man. How
:th:a:lgﬁi&m the grief of a benevolent mind to
know that others endure the same ills? Nor dare
1 declare yo feelings unreasonable.—
There is, too, hess in your sorrow, which
1 would eh. I therefore comenot
imperti le with another’s feelings,

ROt to tor h vain words. Yet let me-

say afew : are for your good. They
1ay prove inestimable blEssings.

m?ﬂ%‘! present affliction is from God,the good,

the just, the wise, and the holy. Your bereave-
) v chance, nor from the power of
‘angels. God has not con-

wicked men or w!
si this world « o the uncontrolable wa{
m nere 1:

Yon. To ent that s
done, w ou did all tl i

roper, is to lament that yo tas mucl
Iu‘owlen_ige p;_piphe:s of God or th i
prophets. Beware of spending time In reflectio

One important endﬂqf GodDia
is affliction is, to fix the thoughts on Him. Le-
feat not-this.de:'}gn of love. Though the Sabeans
and Chaldeans took away Job’s oxen and asses
and camels, and murdered his servants, yet he
“said not a word of their wicked robhgry, but de-
clared—*“The Lord hath taken away.”ggPerhaps
a message of deeper alarm never wrunga father’s
heart, than that which Samuel bore to Eli. With
one thought the venerable man quieted himself—
“It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him
good.” s
There are reasons for your afflictions. They
are good and sufficient. They satisfied God. 1I
known, they would satisfy you. In the absence
of the Principal of a Grammar School, his pupils
formed two societies for mutual improvement.
Their meetings were held in the only commodi-
ous vacant house in the village. A letter informed
the teacher of what had been done. He immedi-
ately wrote, positively forbidding all farther meet-
ings. This order was strictly, though with pain,
obeyed. It required all his good standing among
his devoted young friends to restrain them from
believing this act tyrannical. So painful was the
state of their minds, that on his return, all pre-
ferred a respectful request for explanation of this
mysterious conduet. ql‘le_li:,l@nﬂin them of _hls for-
‘mer and known kindness, he inquired if that,
‘united with his declaration that he had good rea-
sons, was not sufficient, Thei promptly expressed
their confidence both in his kindness and veraci-
gibﬂt said it would relieve their minds to know
1is reasons. “Then,” said he, “I have several.
One is, that a few days before I left you, three

~ men, having been secretly lodged in the house

where your meetings were held, had died of the
small-pox. Are you satisfied?” All assented.
So, child of sorrow, God is trying you. He spoils
your plans, he crosses your wishes, he takesaway
,@I_t.ﬁgligsllts; but he has good reasons for all He
oes. Yet he frequently conceals the cause of
est not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.” It
is both folly and witkedness to doubt bis love or
his wisdom in the mysteries of providence.
“Judge not the Lovd by feeble sense,
Btl!g:sb]sm for hiq:-}”y :
He hides m:g :
nfolding e ,
The bud may have & bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.
Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain;
God is his own interpreter,
‘will make it plain.”

And
Good may come out of this affliction. You
should be far more desirous of obtaining that good
MOf.‘gegting rid of the evil under which you
suffer. Itisnot necessary that your sorrow cease.
It is nec that it be sanctified. God has
+ brought youinto the house of mourning, that “by
the sadness of the countenanee the heart might
he made better” See to it that you here gather
some of the ripe clusters.of ‘““the peaceable fruits
of righteousness.” Nothing but dreadful unbelief
and wickedness can hinder this affliction from be-
ing one of God’s choice and rich blessings.
- Take heed that you sin not. The least sin, an
unworthy thought of God, isa far greater evil
than all your sorrows. The kindest wish any can
now have for you is, that in all your trials you
‘may not sin, nor charge God foolishly. Sinis the
::geltgs! of all evils, Sin is your worst enemy.
Hell is not so terrible. Sorrow may be a friend.
The cup in Benjamin’s sack was the forerunner
of Benjamin’s portion. They who suffer with
Christ shall also reign with him.

ME?TS not ingonsi tdut with the cha-

ts per s ulm'c

is, that ﬁ?ﬁurstzégging to the bed, took the white covering from

'its appropriate duties.

"?bve makes the soul like the lower Heaven, slow

‘%&h»esqtthla. He says—‘“WhatL'do, thou know- |

“The path of sorrow and that path altne

Leads 1o the land, where sorrows aré unknown.”
God has had on earth one Son without sin, but
never one withoutaffliction. The road to heaven
is soalted with the blood of fifty millions of mar-
tyrs. Riversof waterran down theireyes. Yet
they-all (even while on earth) regarded sinas the
worst evil in the universe. O avoid the very ap-
pearance of evil. God has a right 1o expect that
you will now honor im. Do itand He will ho-
nor you. But if you now sin against him, you
shall be lightly esteemed.

Suffer not to pass unheeded the mercies which
attend this affliction. Does your heart faint un-
der the suddennesg of the siroke, Perhaps no-
thing but a reyelation from God, attested by mi-
racles, orsevere and protracted sufferings in the
deceased, could have fully prepared.your mind for
the sggoke. The former you could not expect,
Pha'llatrer you could pot wish, * Besides, Giod had
old you to be always in readiness for any death.
*All flesh is grass.” He lent you your beloved
only to remain with you at his will.

The following heautiful story is from the Migh-
o of, the Rabbins. During ﬁ'_ﬂb;enre of the
Rabbi Meir from his house, His tWo sons died—
both of them of uniMmmon beauty and enlighten-
ed by the law. His wife bore them 1o her ¢cham-
ber, and laid them wpon her bed, and spread a
white covering over theiv hodies. When Rabbi |
Meir returned, his first inquiry was for his sons.
His wife reached him a goblet; he praised the
Lord at the goingout of the Sabbath, drank, and
again asked, “Where are my sons, that they too
may drink of the cup of blessing?”® “They will
not be far off,”” she said, placing food before him,
that he might eat. He was in a glad and genial
mood, and when'he had said grace after meat, she
thus addressed him:

“Rabbi, with thy permission, I would fain pro-
pose to thee one question.”

“Ask it, then, my love,” replied he.

“A few days ago, a person entrusted some jew-
els in my custody, and now he demands them,
should 1 give them back to him?”

“This Is a question,” said the Rabbi Meir,
“which my wife should not have thought it neces-
sary to ask. ‘What, wouldst thou hesitate or be
relgctant to restote to every one his own?”?

“No,” she replied, “but vet I thought'it best not
to restore them, without acquainting thee there-
with.” She then led him to the e¢hamber, and

the dead bodies.

- “Ah! my sons, my sons,” londly lamented their
father, “my sons! the light of my eyes and the
light of my understanding, 1 was your father—

@il'he mother turned away and wept bitterly. At
length, she took her husband by the Eand and said,
f“Rabbi, didst thon not teach me that we must not
be reluctant to restore that, which was entrusted
to out keeping? See, the Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away, and blessed be the name of the
Loopdidec, . W
+tBlessed be the name of the Lord,” echoed the
holy man; *and blessed be his holy name forever.”
Besides, bad you known all you now know, per-
haps you could not have done your duty to the
dear Jeceased. :
Therefore, think of the meroies attending this
silple aiflictions unt thém up. 1Lis ark
: noble mind to pervert any conduct, espe-
cla at of est friend. e
Lastly. Your present situation is not without
“Is any afilicted, let him
ray.” Cast your care upon God, for he careth
or you. Karnestly inquire why God hasafflicted
you. Be patient. Be quiet. Be gentle. Beten-
der-hearted. Weep with those who weep. Do
your duty to those who still live. Labor for the
salvation of souls. Especially rely on Jesus
Christ and hisrich grace, and even you shall soon
say—*It is good for me that I have been afilicted.
Blessed be the name of the Lord. My choicest
blessings flow from my severest trials.”
Therefore, lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees. Be stronginthe Lord and
in the power of his might. Ilee tothe promises.
Make God your refuge; and when you “pass
through the waters, he shall be with you, and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow you;
when you walk through the fire, you shall not be
burned; neither shall the Hame kindle upon you;
for Jehovah is your God and your Saviour. Fear
not, He will be with you.” M. R.

LOVE TO GOD.

The distinctions which some make in love,
need not be taken as importing different kinds,
but different actings of the same love, by which
we may try our go much pretended love of Christ,
whiech in truth is so rarely found. There will
then be in this love, if it be genuine, these three
qualities, good will, delight, and desire.

1st, good-will, earnest wishing, and (as we can)
promoting God’s glory, and stirring up others so
ta do. They who seek more their own things
than the things of Jesus Christ, more their own
praise and esteem than his, are strangers to this
divine love; for she seeks not her own things.
The bitter root of self-love is most hard to pluck
up; this strongest and sweetest love of Ghrist
aﬁme doth it actually though gradually. T 'his

in its own motion, mo&t swift in the motion of
that t which wheels it about; so, the higher
degree of love, the more swilt. It loves the hard-
est tasks and greatest difficulties, gvhere it way

erform God service, either in'doing or in sufier-

g for him, -d¢ dse(r Sag diath, and uiany
waters cannat queltch i, Eecles, viii, 6, 7—
T he greater the task is, the more real are the tes-
timony and expression of love, and therefore the
more acceplable to Gad.

2dly, Thereis in true love, a complacency and
delight in God; a conformity to his will; aloving
what he loves: it is studious of his will, ever
seeking to know more clearly what it is that is
most pleasing to him, contracting a likeness to
God in all his actions, by conversing with him,
by frequent contemplation of God, and looking
on his beauty. As the eye lets in this affection,
so it serves it constantly, and readily looks that
way which love directs it. Thas the soul pos-
sessed with this love of Jesus Ghrist, the soul
which hath its eye much upon him, often think-
ing on his former sufferings and present glory,
the more it looks upon Christ, the tnore it loves;
and still the more it loves, the more it delights to
look upon him. B

3dly;"There is in true love a desire; for it is
but small beginnings and tastes of his goodness
which the soul hath here; theréfore it is sall
loeking out and longing for the day of marriage.
The time is sad and wearisome, and seemis much
longer than itis, while it is detained here. [Fde-
‘sire to be dissolved (saith St. Paul) and to be
with Christ. Phil. i. 23.

“God is the sum of all things lovely. Thus
excellently Gregory Nazianzen expresseth him-
self, Orat. 1. “If fhave any possessions, health,
cretiit, learning, this is all the contentment 1 bave
of them, that I have somewhat 1 may despise for
Christ, who is totus desiderabilts, et lotum de-

but ye were my teachers in the law.” il

desirable.”) And this love is'the sua of all he
‘requires of us; it is that which makes all eur
meanest services agceptable, and without which
all we offer to him is distastefdl, God doth de-
serve our love not only by his matehless excel-
lency and beauty, but by his maichless love to us,
and that is the strongest loadstone of love. He
hath loved me, saith the Apostle, Gal. ii. 20.
How appears that? Tn no less than this, He hath
given lomself for me. Certainly then, there is
no clearer character of our lave than this, to give
ourselves to him who hath so loved us,and given
himself for us,

This affection must be bestowed somewhere;
there is no man but hath some prime choice,
somewhat that is the predominant delight of his
soul; will it not then be our wisdon to 11%0
worthiest choice? seeing it is offered us, W8 ex-
treme folly to reject it.

Grace doth not pluck up by the roots and whol-
ly destroy the natural passians of the mind, be-
cause they are distempered by sin! that were an
extreme remedy tg cure by killing, and heal by
cutting: ofl;gno, but it cofgeets the distemper in
thém; it deies not up thifmain stream of love,
but purifies”if from the mud which it is full of in
its. Wrong course, or turns it into its right chins
nel; by which it may run into happiness, and
emle itsell into the ocean of goodness. The
Holy Spirititurns the love of the soul towards|
God in Christ, for in that way only can it appre-
hend His love; so then Jesus Christ is the first
object of this Diyine loves he is mediwm unionis
through whom G the sense of his love
to the sounl, an back its love to Him-
sell, o :
And'if we will eonsifler liis incomparable beau-
ty, we may ‘look on it in the Holy Scriptures,
particularly in that divine song of loves, wherein
Solomon horrows all the beauties of the creatures,
dips his pencil in all their several excellencies,
to set him forth unto vs, who is‘the chief of ten
thousands. Thereisaninseparable intermixture
of love with belief and a pious affection, in re-
ceiving Divine truth; so that in effect, as we dis-
tinguish themgthey are mutually strengthened,
the one by~ the wther, and so, though it seem a
circle, it 1s a divine one, and falls not under cen-
sure of the school’s pedantry. B you ask, How
shall I do to love? 1 agswer, Believe. If you
ask, How shall I believe® 1answer, Love. Al-
though the expressions toa carnal mind are alro-
gether unsavoury, by grossly mistaking them,
yet, to a soul taught to read and hear them, by
any measure of that same spirit of love wherewith
they were penned, they are full of heavenly and
unutterable sweetness.

Man.ﬁfilirecliuns as to the means of begetting
and increasing this love of Christ, may be here
offered, and they who delight in numbgr may
multiply them; but surely thistone will ‘eompre-
bend the greatest and best part, if not all of them;
believe, and you shall love; believe much, and
you shall love much; labor for strong and deep

R.7.-188% . i

by the authentie memorialscel Hisconverse w
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all nature, and seen that no mark of @ Divine
footstep was there; and we must have gotten in-
timacy with every existent spirit in'the universe,

tion of the Deity visit him; and we must have
searched, not into the records of one solitary
planet, bat into the archives of all worlds, and
thence gathered, that, thropghout the wide realms

and living.God ever has been made. Atheism
mightiplead a lack afevidence witllin its own
field of @bservation. ‘But antitheism pronounces
both I%ﬂ-'.-fu.- things which are, anfl the things
which are not within that field. It breaks forth
and beyond all those limits, that Bave been pre-
scribed to man’s excarsive spirit, by tne sound
philosophy of experience; and by a presumption
the most tremendous,.even the u rpation of all
space and of ;&fll time, it affirms t&l there is no
God.  To make this out, we should need 1o tra-
vel abroadover thesarroundige universe till we
had exhausted it, @uilito search backward throuzh
all the hidden recesses of eternity; to traverse in
every direction the plainsofinfinitude,and sweep
the outskirts of that space which is ifself inrer-
minable; and then bring back to this litile world
of ours, the report of atniversalablank, wherein
we had not met with one manifestation or one
moyvement of a presiding God. Jor man not to
know of a God, he has only to sink beneath the
level of our common nature. Butto dcoy him,
he must be a God himsell. He must arrogate
the ubiquity and omniscience of the Godhead.

& iy Chalmers.

The same“idea was previonsly rendered by
Foster, the Essayist, thuss

“The wonder turns on the great process, by
which a man could grow to the immense intelli-
gence that can know there is no God. What
ages and what lights are requisite for this attain-
ment?  This intelligence involves the very atiri-
butes of Divinity, while a God is denied. For
unles this man ‘is omnipresent, unless he is at
this moment in every place iun the universe, he
cannot know but that there may be in some place
manifestaticns of a Deity by which even he would
be overpowered. “If he does not ahsolutely know
every agent in the Universe, the one that he does

Wiot know may be God. If he is not himself the

‘chiel agent in the universe, and does not kuow
what ie so, that which is so may be God. If he
is notin absolute possession of all the propositions
that constitute universal truth, that one which he
wants may besdhat there isa God. If he cannot
with certainty assign the cause of all that he per-
ceives o exist, that cause may be a God. If he
does not know every thing that has been done in
the immeasurable ages that are past, some things
may have been done by a God. Thus unless he

Eersuasious of the glorious things which are spo-
en.of Christ, and this will command love. Cer-
tainly, did men indeed believe his worth, they

would accordingly loye him; for the reasonable}

ereature cannot but affect that most which it firm=
ly believes to be worthiest of affection. O! this
mischievone unhaliof o that shieh mukes the
heart eold and dead towards God. Seek then to
believe Christ’s excelleney i himself. and his
love to us, and our iuteiéﬁﬁ?ﬁm,'-fﬂd this will
kindle such a fire in the heart, as will make it as-
cend in a saerifice of love to him,

The signs likewise of this love may be multi-
plied, according to the many fruits and workings
of it; but in them all, itself is its own most infal-
lible evidence. When the soul finds that all its
obedience and endeavor 1g keep the commands of
Jesus Christ, which himself makes its character,
do How from love, then it is true and sincere; for
do or suffer what you will, without love all pass-
es for nothing; all are ciphers without it, they
signily nothing. 1 Cor. xiii.

This is the message of the Gospel, and that
which the ministry aims at; and theretore the
ministers ought to be suitors, not for themselves,
but for Christ, to espouse souls to him, and to
bring in many hearts to love him. And certainly,
this is the most compendious way to persuade to
all other Christian duties, for this is to eonverse
with Jesus Christ, and where his love is, no other
incentive will be needful; for love delights in the
presence and converse of the panty loved. If we
are to persuade to duties of the second table, the
sum of those is, love to our brethren, resulting
from the love of Christ, which diffuseth such a
sweetness into the soul, that it is all love, and
meekness, and gentleness, and long-snffering.

1f times be for suffering, love will make the
soul not only bear, but welcome the bitterest af-
flictions of life, and the hardest kinds ol death for
his sake. In. a word, there is in love a sweet
constraint, or tying of the heart to all obedience
and duty.

The Tuve of God is requisite in ministers for
their preaching of the word; so our Saviour to
St. Peter, John xxi. 15, Peter, lovest thow me?
then feed my lambs. It is réquisite for the peo-
ple that they receive the truth in the love of it,
and that Christ preached may be entertained in
the soul, and embraced by faith and love.

You that have made choice of Christ for your
love, let not your hearts slip ouf, to renew your
wonted base familiarity with sin; for that will
bring new bitterness to your souls, and at least
for some timg deprive you of the seusible favor
of your heloved Jesus. Delight always in God,
and give him yourngwhole heart; for he deserves
it all, and is a satisfying good to it. The largest
heart is all of it 100 strait for the riches of conso-
lation which he brings with him. - Seek to in-
crease in this love; and though it is at first wealk,
vet labor tofind it daily rise higher, and burn hot-
ter and clearer, and consume the dross of earthly
desires.— Leighton.

ANTITHEISM.

To be able to say then that there is a God,
we may have only to look abroad on some definite
territory, and point to the vestiges that are given
of His power and His presence somewhere. To
he able to say that there is no God, we must walk
the whole expanse of infinity, and ascertain by
observation, that such vestiges are fo be found
nowhere. Grant that no trace of Him can be
discerned in that guarterof contemplation, which
our puny optics have explored—does it follow,
that, throughout all immensity, a Being with the
esse and sovereizaty of God is nowhere to
be fc%? Because through our loopholes of com-
munieation with that small portion of external
nature which is before us, we have not seen or
ascertained a Giod—must we therefore conclude
of every unknewn and untroden vastness in this
illimita{le aniverse, that no Divinity is there?—
Or because, through the briel suecessions of our
little day, these heavens have not once broken si-
lence, is it therefore for us to speak to all the‘dpe-
riods of that eternity. which is behind us; and to
say, that never hath a God come forth with the
unequivocal tokens of His éxistence? Eie we
can say that there is a God—we must have seen,

siderabile, (the all-desirable on'g_, the everything

knows all things, that is, precludes another Deity
by being one himself, be cannot know that the Be-
g whose existence he rejects, does not exist.”

; THEOLOGY.

Science of every kind is imperfect; and every
succeedipg age adds something tosthie accumula-
tion ofgl ages, If they, who give themselves
to the stiily of nature, look dewnward, tbere is
an unexplored world; and if they look upward,
there is a blazing universe, yet but very partially
investigated, about which they can, at least, con-
Jecture or fancy something new. But in morality
and religion there is nothing new. The greal
subjeets of human duty and human destiny, both
as Lo matter, manuver, and motive, have not, for
centuries, received any addition from discovery.
What man ought to do'and to be; the reason why
hie ought so to do and be; the duty in all its ful-
ness; the manner of performing i1, in all its plain-
ness: and the motives, in all their strength and
variely, are as old, fo say no more, as the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from death.

New discoveries in matters of revealed truth,
I look not for, and must confess, that whatever is
novel, I suspectas being false. Light, 1 have no
doubt, is still to be shed on certain obscure pas-
sages of Holy Writ, especially in the fulfilment
of prophecy; but that the science of Theology
should advance, as other sciences do; every year
almost, becoming more perfect and satisfactory,
seems lo me impossible, The reason is obvious.
Theological truth is not come at as oiher truth
is. It is not the resultof any long and laborious
induction. It is not built up by any experiment.
It is a science of pure revelation; and therefore
must have existed, in its perfection, from the
date of the revelation. It cannot be affected,
as other sciences, by the march of mind, for it is
the human mind that marches, not the divine.—
Now theological truth is the expression of this
mind, to which there can be no accession of new
ideas. If, eighteen hundred years ago, God had
made a revelation on the subject of astronomy,
the science of astronomy would have been as
perfect a science then, as it is now. The astron-
omer of the first century, would have held in his
hand a complete and unerring treatise on his fa-
vorite seience; and what more could the astrono-
mer of the nineteenth eéfitury have? And why
should not the former be as likely to attatn tothe
true meaning, as the latter? ‘What I have sup-
posed of the scienee of astrouomy, is of theology,
strictly and literally true: and in this respect, it is
distinguished from all other sciences.—Dr, Ne-
ving.

EXTRACT FROM JOHN BUNYAN.

So long as the English langunge and true piefy remain,
John Bunyan will be a favorite. -Many of his most vafle
unble pieces are but little known, The following is ex-
tracted from his “Jerusalem Sinner Saved”—a lLitle work
which we commend toour readers. Iis 5pirituul]ﬁ£|m\'<’m
above its quaintness: -

*0une reason why Christ Jesus shows merey to
sinners, is, that he might obtain their love, that
he may remove their base affections flom base.
objects tp himself.* Now, if he loves to be lov-
ed a little, he loves to be loved much; but there
is not any that are capable of loving much, save
those that have much forgiven them. Hence it
is said of Paul, that he laboured more than them
all, to wit, with a labour of love, because he had
been by sin more vile against Clirist than they
all. 1Cor. xv. He it was that persecuted the
church of God and wasted it. Gal.i.13. He,
of them all, was the only raving bedlam against
the saints: ‘And being exceeding mad,’ says he,
‘against them, I persecuted them, even tostrange
cities.” Acts xxvi. 11.

This raving bedlam, that once was so, is he
that now says, [ labored more than them all,
more {or Christ than them all. Fy

But Paul, what moved thee thus to do? The

* The quickening Spiritef God conviness us of sin; abd
the belief of God's pardoning and ageepting grace in Christ
is 8 necessary means lo bring us o an ingenuous confes
sion of it. If you wonld freely confess your sins, balieve
first, thatiGiod js faithfal and just to forgive your sins,”

on that portion of Nature to which:' we have ac-

through Chirist. 1 John i, 9.

cessy the prij:n ol His [vorsteps; or bave bad di-
reet fotimation from Himsell; or been :salisﬁ"ﬁi

our species in other days.” But ere we can say
that there is no"God—we must have roamed over

and learned from each, that never did a revela- | rated me

of immensity, not one exhibition of a reigning

ilu.vr.-_ ol Chrisy, says be, It was not I, bug the grace
jof God thar was with me._As tho’ he should
{say, O grace! Iu was suchigrace to save me! It
was such marvellous grace for God ro look down
lrom heaven upon me, and that secured me from
the wrath 1o come, that I.am eaptivated with the
\riches of it. Hence I act, hénce I labour: for
how can [ otherwise do, since God not only sepa-

¢ frow'my sins.and companions, but 3¢ i~
rated allithe powers of my soul and body to his
service? I am tHerefore prompted on by this ex-
ceeding love.to'labour as I have donejyet nov']
but the giaceof GodWith me. # : )

Oh! T shall never ibrgk‘l‘ﬁs love nor.the cir-
cumstances under which 1 was, when his love
laid hold upon me.” I was going to Damascus
with letters from the high priest, to make havoe
of God’s people there, as I had made havoc of
them in other places: “These bloody letters were
nat imposedupon me.. Ewent to the high priest,
and desired them of him, Atts ix. 1,2, and yet
he saved mel 1 was one of the men, of the chief
men, thaghad a hand in the blood of his martyr
&Dm;»n';'yet he had mercy onmel When | wasat

Wscus, I became aterror toall thereabout. Yea,
Ananias, s‘ﬁﬁd man, mad@intereession to my Lord
gainst mestyet he wounld have mercy upon me!
Yea, joined werey to merey, until he had made
me a monument of grace. He made asaint of
me, and persuaded me that my transgressions
were forgiven me.

When 1 began to preach, those that had lieard
me were amazed, and said, “Is not this he ihat
destroyed them that ealled on this name in Jeru-
salem, and come hither for that intent, that he
mirht bring them bound 1o the high priest?? Hlell
doth know that I wasa sinner; heaven doth know
that I was a sinner, the world alsoknows thar s
was a sinner, a sinner of the greatest size; but 1
obtained merey.*  Acts ix. 20, 21. ®

Shall nor this lay oblization upon me® Is not
love of the greatest force to oblige? Is it not
strong as death? cruel as the grave? and hotrer
than the coals of jupiper? Hath it not armost
vehement flame? can the waters guench it? ean
the fioods drown i1? L am under the foree of it,
and this is my continual ery, What shall1 render
to thedliord for all the benefils which he has be-
stowed upon me? -

Ay, Paul! this is something; thon speakest like
a man, like a man affected, and carried awaywith
the love and grace of God. Now, this sense,
and this affection, and this labourygiveth 1o/ Christ
the love that he looks for. But hé'might have
converted twenty littlesinners, and yet not found,
for grace bestowed, so much love'in them all.

I wonder how far a man might go among the
converted sinners of the smaller size, before one
could find one that so much aslockany thing this
wayward, Where is he that is thus under pangs
of love for the grace bestowed upon hith byJesus
Christ? Exeepting only some few, you may
walk to the world’s end, and find none.” But, as
I said, some there are, and so there has beet'in
every age of the church, great sinners, that have
had mueh fergiven them; and they ve. much
upon this account. . j 5
Jesus Christ therefore knows what he doth)
when he lays hold on the heartsof Sinners of
the biggest size. He knows that such an oune
will love more than many that bave not sinned

hadf their sins.

I will 4ell you a-story that T have heard of
Martha and Mary: the name ef the book | have
forgot; 1 mean of thesbook inwhich I found the
relation; butthe thing was thus: &
Martha, saith my author, was a Yery holy wao-
man, much like Lazarus her brother; but Maryg
was a loose and wanton creature:iMartha did
seldom miss good sérmons and lectures, when
she could come at them in Jerusalem; but Mary
would frequent the louses of sports, and, the
company of the vilest men for lust: And though
Martha had often desired that her sister would
go with her to hear her preachers, yea, had often
entreated her with tears to do it, yet slie could
never prevaily for still Mary would make her ex-
cuse, or reject her with disdain for her zeal snil
preciseness in religion.f AR 1 X _
After Martha had walted long, tried many ways
to bring ber sister to good, and all proved inefice-
tual, at last she comes upon her thus: Sister,
quoth she, I pray thee go with me to the temple
to-day, to hear one preach a sermon. What kind
of preacher is he? said she. Martha 1eplied, it
isone Jesus of Nazareth; he is the handsomest
manyou ever saw with youreyes, Oh! he shines
in beauty, and is a most excellent preacher.
Now, what does Mary, alter a little pause, but
goup into her chamber, and decks up herselff as
fine as her fingers could make her. This done,
away she goes, not with her sister Martha, but
as much unobserved as she could, to the sermon,
or rather to see the preacher,

The hour and preacher being come, and she
having observed where about the preacher would
stand, goes and sets herself so in the temple,
that she might be sure to have the full view of
this excellent person, So he comes in, and she
looks, and the first glimpse of his person pleased
her. Well, Jesus addresseth himself to his ser-
mon, and she looks earnestly on liim.

Now, at that time, saith my aathor, Jesus
preached about the lost sheep, the'lo8®groar, and
the prodigal child. Aund when he caine'to shew
what care the shepherd took for one J,pst sheep,
and low the woman swept to find her piece which
was lost, and what joy there was at their finding;
she began to be taken by the eats, and forgot
what she came about, musing what the preacher
would make of it. But when he came to the ap-
plication, and shewed, that by ihe lost sheep was
meant a great sinner; by the shepherd’s care, was
meant God’s love for great sinners; aud that by
the joy of the neighbours, was shewed what joy
there was among the angels in heaven overone
areat sinner that repenteth, she hegan to be taken
by the heart. And as he spoke these last words;
she thought he pitched his innocent eyes just
upon her, and looked as if he spoke what was
now said, to her: Wherefore her heart began to
tremble, being shaken with affection and fear;
then hereyes run down with tears a-pace; where-
fore she was foreed to hide her face with her hand-
kerchief, and so sat sobbing and crying all the
rest of the sermon.

Sermon being done, up she gets, and away she
goes, and withal inquired where this Jesus the
preacher dined that'day? and one twld her at the
house of Simon the Pharisee. So _qwa{' goes
she, first to her chamber, and there strips ersell
of her wanton attire; then falls upon het knees
to ask Giod forgiveness of all her wicked life.
This done, in a modest dress, she goes to Simou’s
house, where she finds Jesns sat at dinner. So

» You may as well kitll « earngl man, as 1o caifine Lim
to prayer and preaching—he knows not what it is to take
redl ;ﬂunsurn i spiritunl and heavenly ‘-\-::k: then How

could lie love heaven itself? they conld not et lieav
any more than a sow in & pala :
in a company thut are proying to
ually.

t There is not a-stream, not a drapy of grace; io Fiig Tl
but from Jedtis Christ; he, a5 God-man, has it all in !mn-l
selff he communicatés a fulness of light and lile, senecang

understanding, love ml joy, yea, every spivitunal_blessing

to his members, who mist depead on Ling aball tmes.

[

t

i
.




. 4

WATCHMAN OF THE SOUTH.

6

she gets behind him afid weeps, and drops her
tears upon his feet like rain, and wn-:.h'q_s 1hgm,
and wipes them with the hair of her heq_d. _She
also kissed his feet with her lips, and anoioied
them with ointment. Wihen Simon the Pharisee
perceived what tlie womah did, and being igno-
rant of what it was to be furgiven mueh (for he
never was forgiven more than fifty pence), be
began tg think within himself, that he bad been
miistaken about Jesus Christ, beeause he suffered
such a sinner asithis woman was; to touch him.*
Surely, guoth he, this man, il he were a prophet,
would oot let this syoman come neaf him, for she
is a town sinner, (S0 ignorant areall self-right-
eous men of the way of Christ with sinnets.)
But lest Mary should be discouraged with sdme
clownish carsinge of this Pharisee, and so desert
her good beginnings, and her new stepsswhich|
she now lad began rto 1ake towards eterpal life,
Jesus began thus with Simon: “Simgu,” saith he,
%1 have somewhat to say unto thee. And he
ith, Master, say on. There was, saith Jesus;a
‘certain 'c’re;‘d'iloré&ra'd twasdebtors; the one owed
him five hundred pence, and the other fifty, And
when they had nothing fo pay, he frankly forgave
them both, Tell me therefore which of them
will Jove him most? Simon answered and said,
I suppose he to whom he forgave most. And he
said unto him, thop hast rightly judged. And he
turped to the woman, and said unto Simon, seest
thou this woman® 1 €ntered into thy house, thou
gavest me nowater for my feet; but she has wash-
“ed my feet with heptears, and wiped them with
the hairs of herhead. Thoo gavest me no kiss;
. but this woman, since the time L eame in, hath
not ceased to kiss my feer. My head with oil;
thoa didst not anoint, but this woman hath anvial-
ed my feet withointment. Wherelore [ say unto
her, her sins, which are mauy, are forgiven, for
she Toved much; but to whom little is forgiven,
the same loveth little. And he said unto her,
Thy sins are forgiven.”  Luke vii. 36, 50.

PRESIDENT VAN BURREN'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS.
The last, perhaps the greatest, of the promi-
nent sources of diseord and disaster supposed to
lurk in our political condition, was the institu-
tion of demgatic slavery, Our forefathers were
deeply impressed with the delicacy of this sub-
ject, and they treated it with a forbearance so
evidently wise, that, in spite of every sinister
foreboding, it never, until the present period, dis-
turbed the tranquillity of our commoun country.
Sueh a result is sufficient evidence of the justice
and patriotism of their course, it is evidence not
to be mistaken, that an adherence to it can pre-
vent all embarassment from-this, as well as from
every other anticipated cause of (iiﬁig_!ally or
danger. Have not reeent events made it obvi-
ous to the slightest reflection, that the least de-
viation from this spirit of forbearance is injurious
to every inferest, lLal of humanity included?
Amidst the violence of excited passions, this
generous and paternal feeling has been sometimes
disregarded; and standing as I now do before my
countrymen in this high place of honor and of
trusi, 1 capnot refrain ffom anxiously invoking
my fellow citizens never to be deal to its dictates.
Perceiving, before my election, the deep interest
this subject was beginning to excite, I believed
it asolemn duty fully to make known my senti-
ments in regard to it; and now,; when every mo-
tive for misrépresentation has passed away, I trust
that they will be candidly weighed and under-
stoor. Al least, they will be my standard of
conduet in the.path before me. I then declared
that, if thedesire of those of my eovntrymen who
were favorable to my election was gratified, “I
must go inte the presidential chaiv the inflexible
and uncompromising opponent of every atiempt,
on the parkof Congress, to aholish slavery in¥he
Distriet of Co[umiia, agaipst thewishes ol the
slaveholdiog states; and also with di yigation
equally decided to resistihe slightest interference
with it in the states where itexists.® [ submiued
also to my fellow-eitizens, with fulness and frank-
" wess, the reasons which led me to this degrmina-
tioh. T'he result authorizes me 1o beligve that
“ they have been approved, and are confided in, by
~a majority of the people of the Wnited Siates, in-
cliding those whom they most immediately affect.
It now only remains to add, that no bill confliet-
ing with these views ean ever receive my consti-
tutional =anction. These opinions have been
adapted in the firm beliel that they are in ageord-
ance with the spirit that actuated the venerated
fathers of the republic, and that succeeding ex-
perience has proyved them to be humaune, patriotic,
expedient, honorable, and jost.
—
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"COMMUNICATIONS.

*_ For the Watchman of the South.
Fredevicksburg, JAuvgust 30th, 1837,

TO ¥HE REV. JOHN B. DAVIES, CHESTER DISTRICT, §. C.

Rév. and Dear Sir:—As the doings of our late

Assembly have become a subject of much discus-

sion, you may wish to know the views and feelings,

of the brethren in Virginia, on the puints in contro-

Versy.

That the Plan of Union adopted in 1801 was un-
constitutionnl, appears now o be conceded by all
parties. But, as all intelligent and candid men ad-
mit that every unconstitutional act is null and void;
some attempt to show, that an act originally uncou-
stitutional may by silent acquicscence for a number
of years, become constitutional and obligatory; anl
in this way they would induce us to believe, that the
Plan of Union of 1801 has become as binding on
our judicatories, as il it were a part ol our cousti-
tution. On this argument some seem almost solely
to rely. "

It isghowever, most unfortunate for them thatout
constitution containg an article, providing tor the
only way in which it can be altered or amended, in
these wards—(See Form Gov. Chap. 12, Sce. 6.)—
“Before any overture or regulutions, proposed by
the Assembly, to be established as constitutional
rules, shall be obligatory on the churches, it shall be
necessary to transmit them to all the Preshyteries,

aud ¢o receive the returss of at least a miajority of

_them, in writing, approving thereof.”
~‘Phiswarticle meets the case so precisely, that no
ingenuity can distort it. A child must see thiut the
Presbyteries, the sovereign power in our chureh,
have decided, in fundamental laws, that nothing
shall begome a constitutional rule, obligatory on the
ehurehes, unless it be sent down first for the purpose
to all the Preshyteries, and approved in writing by
a majority of them. It ig vain then to tell suunil
Presbyterians, that silent acquiescence for a certain
number of years, can change our constitut’on.

Some have contended; that the Plan of Union of

1801 was of the nature of a compact, and that it
did confer rights and privileges on the niinisters nnd
churches it embraced, of which they cannot be de-
prived without moral wrong.

But it is obvious, if the Plan off Union was in
tended to be a compact, (which T deny,) the parties
had no authority to et in the case, and the stipula-
tions being unconstitutional, the compact was void
and could confer no rights or privileges, Our oo
stitution preseribes the qualifications for member-
ship and office in our church, und no one of our ju-
dicatories has power to alter them. 'The Legisla-
ture of Virginia might as well attempt, by law, to
place foreigners in our legislative hall, or in our
courts of justige, as our Asserably to admit members
of another denomination into our legislative and jui-
dicial gourts. The constitution alike in hoth cases
prohibits it; and an attémpt to assert rights and pri-
vileges acquired by such unconstitutional leeisln-
tion, must provoke the smile of every, ii;lclﬁgvut
man.

* I'his “Plan-of Union,”" besides being uncontitu-
tional and void fremn the firet, is an evil, very alaroi-
ing now,and growing more and more so every year.
In one Svnod alone,it allows 109 chu_rchcs, cqnfges-
edly not Presbyterians, to send up their commission-
ers to sit and vote in eur highest judieatory. It has
also prostrated the deferice whichour pious fathers,
hy our constitution, Wiw!%"ﬁ}?lucud around our ehurch
t) securewmong usa sound faith, and a gospelidisei-
pline. By this planymen and mimsters aie allowed
10 hold. office in our judicatories, who have never
adopted our Genlession or Form of Gavertiment,

YW hat security can we have for their sound faith

and Godly:praectice?
The late Assembly have been charged with un-
kindness and injustice, in declaring the four Synods:
Hp longér a part of vur body. Thigeharge is surely
unjust andsuntrue. The action of the Assembly
does not affect the christian or ministépial standing
of any man in the four Synods.  The ministers an
churches in theseSynods are Presbyterians or they
are not. If they are Presbyterians, the Assembly
says to them, come out from your connection with
other denominationsywhich disqualifies you for ol-
fice in our chureh, but ag soon as you ehoose, tnite
with us in a constitutional way. Do these who are
not Presbyterians, it saysjehoose the denomination
and mode of worship you prefer, but youeannot sit
and vote inpur judicatories while you are not Pres-
byterians. I this unjust, or-unkind?

"'I'hie ery las been raised in our Southern ehurch-
es, und strong appeals have been made to the noble

| feelings ol our people, on the weighty subject of the

invasion ofour religious liberties, Let us guard
these, [ say, with untiring vigilanee; but do not let
us be deceived in this matter.

It is the right and privilegé of every religious de-
nomination to adopt its own Confession and Form:
of Government. When this Confession and Form
of Government are published, every man hasa per-
feet rizhtiinhis religious profession to_adopt thein
or preler some other. All is voluntary, there is no
compulsion imour happy country. But when any
wan or body of men_ attempt to prevent any deno-
mination fromuvorshipping God and managing their
discipline ageording to their ehogen Confession and
Form of Government, then is their religious liberties
invaded.. & d

Such being my views of the weichty matters,
that were discussed in the late Assemnbly, and since
in our religious papers, you will be prepared to hear
that I heartily approve of the declaration by the
Assembly, that the Blan of Union was tnconstitu-
tional, and that the whole of the ‘Synods which
grew up under the plan were not, and by our con-
stitution could not be, judicatories of our chureh, In
these views I am not alone. Letters from many
brethren in different parts of our Synod, induce me o
helieve that the number who differ with me is small,
and when all the facts in the case shall be fully un-
derstood, there will be great nnanimity among us.

1 take the liberty of sending you this letter in the
ablumns of the * Watelunan of the South,” a paper
‘Commenced for the purpose of presenting fiirly be-
fore the publicy and defending firmly, the doctrines
and government of the Presbyterian ehurch. Iths
the purpose of its [riends toestablish a religious pe-
riodical, which shall exhibit clearly and fully the
truths of our holy religion, and delend them with
ability and dignity. lis communications, original
and selected, we wish to be suchras shall increase
useful knowledge, refine the taste, and elevate the
tone of piety. We earnestly desire it to be a week-
ly visiter to the Pastors and their flocks, that shall
promote revivals of purereligion, exeite ehristians to
works of enlarged benevolence, and cement in holy
affection, all who love the truth as it is in Cheist
Jesus,  In this enterprise, so much needed, al gitl
greafly to be desired, we doubt not we shall regeive
the liberal patronage of' the Christian community,
and prayer shall be offered daily for our success.

Yours, with respeet and afiection,
. SAM’L. By WILSON,

For the Watchman of the Soutli.

The recent acts of the General Assembly, dis-
owning the four Synods of the Western Reserve,
Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, have excited much
inquiry in the.church. Itis important that these
acts shoold he rightly undeérstood; and to this end,
they should be fully discussed. It may be propes
that persons, enteriaining decided opinions on the
questions agitated inrelation to these acts, should
present them, forthe consideration of inquirers
after truth,  With this view, T propose to submit
my views of these acts.

The acts of the General Assembly have been
assailed onseveral gronsds. I propose to consider
them; first, as tley affect the disowned Synods:
The act of the General Assembly, as to them, is
often represented as an unjust and viglent inva-
sion of their rights. These acts, in relation to
the rights of those Synods, may be viewed in four
aspects. 1. As they affect the religious liberty
of those Synods. 2. As they affect the relizious
character of those Synods. 3. As they may affect
the church property in those Synods. 1. As
they may affect their power over ather portions of
the church. These four views cover the whule
ground. For if these acts of the General Assem-
bly do not affect the religious liberty, or the reli-
gious character, or the chrch property, ol those
four Synods, or do not deprive them of any con-
stitutional or rightful power over other branches
of the church, it is clear that no injustice has
been done them.

1. How dothese acts of the General Assembly
affect the religious liberty of the four Synods, [i
is not pereeived that their religious liberty is in
any degree affected by them. Religious liberty
consists in the freedom of religious opinion and
practices It is the right to believe and do thar
which our conseiences approve, without restraint
from athers. Now, the acis of the Gieneral As-
sembly declare, that these four Synods are not or-
ganized on the principles of the constitution of
the Presbyterian church; thattheir claim to bein
that ehurch rested on the Unian of 1801; that that
is rescigded, as unconstitutional, and their right
to constitute a portion of the church has gone
with it. ‘T'his, surely, canunot affect the religious
liberty of those Synods.  There is no power
claimed (o control their consciences or practice.
The declaration is distinetly made, that they are
uot a part of us. We have no power over them.
They are free todoas they please.<This is not an
invasion of their liberty. It denies vo right of
theught or action.

2. Their religious character is not affected by
thesgggcts. The standing of the ministers, as
christian ministers—the standing of the churches,
as branches of the church of Christ, are not, in
the slightest degree impeached. The declaration
of the Assembly is; these four Synods are not ot-
gavnized as Presbyterian Synods. How it im-
peaches'the character of a chureh, to say itisnot
a Presbyterian, ora Congregational ehurely is not
very obvious. When we call a man a Methodist
or 4 Congregationalist, we do not impeach his
standing as a minister or member of Christ’s
chareh: ‘e merely say, he is of another branch
of that chuteh. The division of the church into
hranches results from the difference of creedsand
forms of government. Some ehristians prefer
one form ol church government to another. It
is sell~evident, that where twodistinctand incon-
sistent forms of government are united in the
same government, disorder and confusion must
follow. Such, the General Assembly say, has
been'the fact, in relation tothe effort to unite these
Synods in the Presbytérian church. Tley say
that the Synods are organized oo principles of]
government, inconsistent with the Presbyterian
government, as laid down in its constitutions and
that, therefore, they are not portions of the church
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their standing as chrisrians. It only affects th
right to remain in the General Assembly, and ex
grcise power over the other Syuodsof that As-
sembly. s

3. As to their church property. This matter
has been stated thus: “There are 1000 ehurches,
worth #3000 each, held by these congregatio
or conveyed to trustees fof them, as Preshyterian
congregations connected with the General As-
sembly. Does this property go to the General
Assembly? orif there be a minority of these con-
gregations, who remaiu with the General Assem-
bly, shall theyyunder the deed, take the projierty?
To settle this question, it must be borne in mind,
that the General Assembly cannot take or hold
any title to this property. The General Assembly,
as such, is not incorporated. There is an act of
the Pennsylvania legislature incorporaling trus-
tees, to hold certain funds, for specified purposes,
for the General Assembly. Thisact 1 have not
seen, and eannof state its provisions. But it is
obvious that'it eannot affect the church property
of the disowned Synods. Those Synods are in
New York and Ohio. No state legislature ean in-
corporate‘the citizens of other states to hold pro-
i %[ in those states. The General Assembly,
:3 y cannot take this property in ns“assocm_%g_,
capacity. Nothing passes toitasabody, Itcan
hold no title in this property, and can maintain no
action for it. The conveyance to trustees for a
congregation,as a Presbyterian congregation, con-
nected with the Assembly, ean operate only asa
deseription of the persons who are to takeit. The
effect of this deseription will more fully appear,
by reference to the principles on which thischuarch
property is held.

In New York congregations hiold their propre-
ty under the acts passed toprovide for the incor-
poration of religious societies. The leading act,
on this subjeet, will be found in the 3rd volime
of the Revised Statutes of New-York, page 292.
As its provisions are liftle known at the South,
a brief statement of r be acceptable to
the reader. The fir rovides for the in-
corporation of Episel fiirches; the second
section provides for the'igorporation of réformed
Protestant Dutch churches; the third section pro-
vides for the incorporation of other religious so-
cieties, in the following mode. Themale persons
of full age, belonging to any church, congrega-
tion, or religious suciet{, are to assemble at the
place where they statedly attend for divine wor-
ship, and to elect any number of persons of their
ehareh; congregation orsoeiety, not less thanthree,
nor exceeding nine in number, ag trustees, to take
the charge of the estate and property belonging
thereto, aud to transact all aflairs relative to the
temporalitiesgthereof. At such election, every
male person of full age, who has statedly wor-
shipped with such church, congregation or socie-
ty,and has formerly heen considered as belonging
thereto, shall be entitled to vote. The election
is to be conducted as follows:—T he minister, or
in hisabsence one of the eldersor deacons, church
wardens or'vestrymen, and for want of such offi-
cers, any member or stated hearer, in such ehurch,
congregation, or society, shall give fifteen days?
public notice of the time and place of the election,
and this notice shall be given for two successive
Sabbaths preceding the day of the election. On
the day of the election, two of the elders or charch
wardens, or if there be no such officers, then two
members, nominated by a majority of the mem-
bers present, shall preside at the election; judge
the qualifications of electors, and certify the
names of the persons elected to serve as lrustees
Sor the said church, congregation or society, to
‘the clerk of the ¢ourt to be recorded, In this
certificate, the name and title by which the said
trustees and theie successors shall forever there-
after he called and kvown, shall be particularly
mentioned and deseribed; and when this certifi-
cate is recorded, such trustees and their succes-
sors shall be a BUdy corporate, by the name or
title expressed in such certificate.

The 4th section enacts, that the trustees of eve-
ry chareh, &e. &e., aboye mentioned, and their
successors shall have and use a common seal—
and are empowered to take possession of all the
temporalities belonging to such chureh, &e. &e.,
whether the same consist of real or personal
estate, and whether the same shall have been
granted, given or devised, to the said chureh and
trustees, or any other persop, for their use; and
also by their corporate name, sue and bé sued,
&e., recover and hold all debts, demands, rights,
and privileges, and all churches, meeting-houses,
parsonages, and burying-places, with the appor-
tenances, and all estates,belongzing tosuch church,
congregation or society, in whatsoever manuer
the same may have been acquired, or in whose
name soever the same may be held, as fully and
amply, as if the right or title thereto had origin-
ally been vested in the said trustees; and also ta
purchase and hold other real and personal estate,
and to demise, lease, and improve the same, for
the use of such church, congregation, or sociely,
or for other pious uses. Then'follows a clanse
limiting the amount of the annual income of the
several churches. The trustees have power to
make rules for managing the temporal affaws of
the Church, regulate the pews, &e¢., and appoint
a treasurer and clerk.

The 5th section provides that any two trustees
maytcall a meeting of the trustees, and that a
majority of the trustees, lawfully convened, may
act.

The 5th section enacts, that the trusiees shall
be divided into three classes—numbered one, two
and three—that the'fiest elass shall go out of oflice
at the end of one year, the second at the end of
two years, the third at the end of three years, so
that one-third of the whole number may be cho-
sen annually. g

In the Tth section, it is provided, that no person
shall vote, at any election, after the first, unless
he shall have been a stated attendant at divine
worship, in the said congregation, &c., at least
one year hefore such election, and&hall have con-
tributed to the support of t§ church, &e. The
elerk of the trustees is (o Fégister the name of
such persons as desire 1o become stated hearers
in said church, and note the time when the re-
quest was made.

The 8th section provides that the trustees of
any church and congregation shall not Jix the
salary of the minister, but the salary shall be
aseertained by a majority of persons entitled to
clect trostees; and when fixed, shall be ratified
by the trustees or a majority of them.

‘The 16th section of the act provides that if
any religious corporation be dissolved by non-
user, or neglect to exercise any of the powers
necessary for its preservation, it shall be lawful
for such corporation to reincorporate itself, and
then the property held by them shall be sold for
the benefit of the soeiety.

These are all the provisions of this agt connect-
ed with the subjeet in view. It will be apparent
to the reader that the words chureh, congregation
or society, are used in this act to denote theisame
thing, viz: the association of people who wrship
statedly at a particalar place. The trustees are
the trustiees of that congregation. This act in-
corporates only the churches of which they are
compounent parts. Congregations may be incorpo-
rated and hold property uander it. There is noth-
ing in the aer from whichiit can be inferred that
the Prashyteries, Synods or At{ssemhly, with which
they dre connected, can take any rights under
the aet. Again, the congregationare incorporated
without reference to their religious connexions.
They take and hold their property in their own

—

governed by that constitution. This cah'ﬁolnfm

| minister’s salary, is in the stated

er to control the property is in trustees, the elec-
tion of trustees, and the power ta controul the

of full age, who have been membe
gregation one year. There can be no doubt |
a congregation thus incorporated may, under the
act of incerporation, dissalve its eonnection with

| the chureh to which it was attached, without an

forfeiture of its property. If the ehurch “wit
which the congreguation was connected, choose
to disown them, the apprehension thatthey there-
by lose their property, is idle. The corporation
still exists, the stated hearers still have full pow-
er to elect trustees, and it is still the daoty of the
trustees 1o preserve and improve the property for
the use df"f%e congregation.

In Obio, I understand, the rights of the con-
gregations to their property, rest on an egually
secure basis. o

I conclude, then, that the acts of the Assembly
cannot affect the rights of church property.

In another number, I propose to consider how
the acts of the Assembly affect the disowned Sy-
nods as to their power over the other portions of
the church. WESTERN VIRGINIA.

For the Watehman of the South.

Mg. Enrrori—1 rejoice to see that in the estab-
lishment of the Watchman of the South, you are
about tu display a banner in the cause of Truth:
and I trust that a gallant host will soon rall
around it. Justum bellum, says Livy, quibus
necessarium, &c. that is, in Knglish, “war is
Jjust to these to whom it is necessary, and arms
are pious to those who have no hope left but in
the use of them:” Yet “thegveapons of warfare,”
I trust, will not be “carnal® but “spiritual,” and
“mighty through God.” Indeed T write chiefly
at this time to express my earnest hope that, in
the management of your paper, you will abstain
most carefully from all that is ealeulated to
wound the cavse of Christian charity. This
caution, I think, is due to oufreligion, and to the
lionor of our church. And it is the more neces-
sary ‘on our part, because we have seen already
that, on the other side at least, the controversy is
not 1o be waged in the pure spirit of the gospel;
but somewhat after the manner of the world.

It is true; indeed, I acknowledge with great
pleasure, that some of our opponents appear dis-
posed to carry on their hostilities against the late
measures of our General Assembly, with some-
thing like a proper and decent moderation. But
there are others of them, I observe with pain, who
are evidently bent upon taking a different course.
Thus, I see with great regret, that a worthy bro-
ther, who is a leader of the opposition, and whom
I have heretofore regarded as a most gentle and
amiable man, has lately formally and expressly
discarded the virtue of meekness, (quoad this
subject only, 1 hope,) which he seems indeed to

many words: ¥We have long been in contact with

nature; and tried the efficacy of meekness to
soothe it; but in vain: Our experience has taught

of a tornado by entreating.it to stop, as to diyert
our strong party men from their purposes by meek-
ness and entreaties”—and, therefore, he says:
“we must be allowed, after using mild words
and gentle means, to try what virtue there is in
slones, as the old man did; or rather we must
have leave to use spiritual weapons of such edge,
point, and temper, that those hardened in gn]e—
mics shall not be insensible to their blows.”" So
then, we are to have it hard and hot; and all in
capital style. "
Now it would be quite natural for some of us
to pay IJ{T this worlhyubrolher in his own coin;
a 2 olve to regwin all vapadversary
i ey B ar e
that we shall determine to da o such thing; but

portion of that lovely virtue on our side. Atan
rate, I hope we shall never forget that “the Wratﬁ
of man worketh not the righteousness of God,”
and that it is obviously more particularly proper
to wage a holy war with special regard to all the
eivilities and courtesies of a commaon strife.

But whilst we are thus duly cautious to abstain
from imitating the wiolence of our opponents, I
hope also that we shall be equally careful toavoid
resorting to those arfs which théy seem to use,
in order to swell their ranks. In particular, 1
trust we shall carefully avoid all those polilic
appeals to the' passions. and prejudices of the
people of the world, which are either intended
or calculated 1o enlist partizans without regard
to prineiple. Our adversaries, indeed, I am told,
have already displayed, in another part of the
field, no small skill in this species of tactics, (on
which they probably pride themselves, as a proof
of ¢cleverness and manacement,) and I think I
have myself caught some of them trying to play
the same part nearer home. Thus [ observe that
some of them are particularly fond of represent-
ing themselves as “constitutional Presbyterians;”
men who are contending for the constitulion of
our church—evidently to cateh the politicians of
our states, and perhaps the political press. But
this 7use de guerpye, I should think, is too’ gross
and bungling to deceive any but the poorest sim-
pletons in our land. For with what propriety,
indeed I may ask with what face, can they pre-
tend to pass themselves off for consmiTUTIONAL
Presbyterians, when the whole act of the Gener-
al Assembly of which they complain, was, in sub-
slance, a mere declaralion that a previous act of
the body, which the complainants themselves are
constrained to admit was unconstitulional, was
50 i_geed'? Was this an act to destroy the consti-
tution’ of our church, or to preserve it? Surely
the mere surrender of assumed power, by what-
ever consequenceg it may be followed, can never
be rezarded as [:Li?lﬁe to our rights, or dangerous
to our liberties; and it may be art, if not fraud,
(or egregious folly at least,) fo attempt to put

it in that falseand odious light. So it is evident-
Iyine, not our oppenentsy ;ﬁw

rejustly entitle
to take the honorable name of “constitutional
Presbyterians,” which they are vainly trying to
dssume. We need not, however, I l{;iuk—;%e S0
anxious to wear the name, however honorable, as
to be conscious that we deserve it; and we should
satisfy ourselves with exposing the art of our ad-
versaries, without following their ezample.

But enough for the present. I do not myself
propose to defend the measores of the General
Assembly; but only write, as I have said, to ex-
press my hope, that those who do, will be duly
careful to display all that christian kindness and
courtesy which hecome their cause, and which
may serve toggive their argmument more weight,
and more effect. Z.

For the Watehman of the South.
Norronk, August 24th, 1837,

My Dear Sir:—I have received your letter,
and am truly glad to hear that you are about to
begin zhe(]aublicnr_iun of your paper; that it will
be devoted to the maintenance of the doctrine
and disecipline of our Presbyterian Church, with
more immediate reference to the defence of the
late measures of our General Assembly. T my
opinion, those measures deserve the cordial and
considerate support of all the friendsof our Zion,
It is true, I confess, the actof disowning the four
Synods, looks at first sight like a harsh proceed-
ing; and I ain not surprised that it has excited a
warm- and lively opposition{rom all our friends
of the New School party, and even from some of

right, not fs branches of any church. The pow-
=

the Old, To discontinue our connection, how-

;| grieved and mortified that such a measure shoul

have found very troublesome to bim; saying inso is bne of highimportance and great res
e

party spirit in our church; and have studied its [ €ause, so iUis required in every succeed

us that we may as well hope to stop the progress | 10 follow the lamb, not only through

rather arm and adorn ourselves withall the meel-| tor of a religious paper, will beo
ness which they discard, and so have a double)|fer.

ever gent!z, with so many ch rches
reareq to be part of our system, is certainly a
ittle startling, and may very properly raise the
inquiry, was the measure just?—was it expedi-
ent?—and difierent answers:‘ gill of course be
given to these questions by different per ac-
cording to their views and lights; hl?t?ls::;,per-
suaded that a ealm investigation of all the cir-
cumstances of the ease mustlead a large majori-
ty of our members to settle down in a decided
apprc;lbatil?g. of l!]he pro;:ee?‘in‘g. Such at least, I
say, has been the result of my own examination
oFYthe subject; and I think lﬁ?ﬂ:&-it with a
due degree of caution and candor.

1 have not time just now to give you-my
thoughts upon the case, at large, as 1 may per-
haps do hereafier; but 1 may say that ect
constitutionality of the Assemb act, does
not, in my mind, admit the shadow of a doub;
and I am greaily surprised that any lawyer at least
should have questioned it for a moment. And
though I had some doubt at first of the expedienc
of the measure, I became entirely satisfied that it
was the best, and prohably the only course that
could have been iaﬂen with any hope of benefit.
Atany rate, I can see orimagine none that would
not have involved greater difficulties, and threa-
tened far worse results. ;. P

I may add, that although I haye been dgefpls

haye been found necessary and proper, I console
myself with the hope that its oltimate effect will
be altogether happy for gﬂj{nﬂhurﬂh- 2
ave parted company with bodies
who were sometime with us, but never exactl
ug; butthe loss of mere numbers will be more than
ca'l_i_n,r}vlens_atéd- by the gain of real peace. And if
we shall have to fight a little at first to maintain
the ground which we have taken, I trust the war
will be short, and the peace lasting. Suvch at
least, is my prayer and hope.
I am, dear Sir,
‘With great esteem,
Your friend and serv’t

&% o WM. MAXWELL.
Rev. i S.Prumer. PR =

Princeton, Aug 28, 1837.

- N

Rev. and dear Sir, Ba, T HINEE

I cannot felicitate you upon entering on your
new career, as likely to derive from it much per-
sonal comfort or undisturbed tranquility. The
office of an editor of a public paper in times of so
much excitemént and controversy, is, perhaps as
little enviable as any other which can be pursued
with a good conscience. The man who does not
suffer from lacerated feelings, while occupying
such a post, must be *“fenced with iron,” or should

have the capacity of the salamander, to endure
the continual opéition of fire. Butalihough the
office is on personal accounts undes cable, yet it

ibility,

and as sel al is the first step in our religious

of our pi!Er‘image. We must not onl
the eross, but bear it daily—we mu

port,” but “evil report.” Feannot, there

s b E.I E‘ re-
frain from giving you__a.‘_vgugﬂ!. f encouragement,

in your new enterprize
of the southern churches
for the free nnd--!tl-nri&.ll'iﬁ:.
the brethren who agree in s
last General Assemhbly, and [ror
proposal meets with a warm re
pious hearts, who love the doctrin
of the Presbyterian church.

I know not how I ean pr i
your enterprize more e y, than by puttin
you on your guard against those dangers whic

will heder your causse, “The fabled dangers of
R -pmggﬁyb%ﬁ;eﬁ“&cyua and Cha bdig were
not greater than those which you, as the condue-

biig;d to encoun-

"he eri

near to you. It will be fou 1 the difficulty of
regulating your own spirit. ember the words
of the wise man: “He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his
spirit, than be that taketha city.” But in respeet
to this, no man can or should promise to be his
own keeper. From the same authority we learn,
that, “he that trusteth in his own heart is a fool
And 0, “A man’s heart deviseth his way; but
the Lord directeth his steps.” There are few si-
tuations in which a Christian man needs more
grace than as an editor of a Religious Journal,
in times like these in which our lot is cast. Let
your eye then be single. Keep steadily in view
the glory of your divine Master; and donot forget
to imbibe his spirit and walk in his footsteps, ~ If
others, forgetting what spirit they are of, eall for
fire from heaven, let it be your unwavering pur-
pose to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn ofgl'fim,
who is meek and lowly in heart, And remember,
“when he was reviled, he reviled not again.”’
There are none on whom the command of God
presses withmore binding obligation than on ehris-
tian Editors, “let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and cfsrnur, and evil speai:ing, be put away
from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another.

even as God for Christ’s sake bath forgiven you,’

Be not contented with the mere affectation of
moderation and meekness. An angry man can-
not conceal his true temper, however stoutly he
may deny that he is excited. Your true spirit,
whatever it is, will become manifest to the publie,
and the less you have to say about yourself, the
better. Do not mistake me, as though I consid-
ered all warmth, or earnestness in discussion, to
be an evil. No; “it is good to be zealously affect-
ed in a good thing;” and zeal, you know, is heat.
But see to it that there be no mixture of a malign
spirit in Elo'ur honest zeal for truth and righteous-
ness. I

review of the MORALITY of the periodical press; es-
pecially, as it relates to truth in the statement nf
facts, candour in exhibiting opinions, whether
those of the editor or others, meekness under
harsh and injurious treatment, and justice and
generosily even towardsadversaries.” I have, for
some lime, been of opinion, that there is less of
genuine christianity in our so-called religions pa-
pers, than there is of honor in our political prints.
This is certainly exhibiting our holy religion to
the world under a very unfavorable aspeet, And

1 have been led seriously to doubt, whether the

wan who first suggestedthis species of publica-

tion, was not misguided in his views. But the
sluice has been opened, and cannot be closed, let
us therefore endeavor to prevent evils which sure-
ly are not essential, but only ineidental to this
mode of communication. And how can this be
so effectually accomplished, as by getting men of
a right spirit to be editors of these periodieals;

and to admonish them frequently of their solemn

responsibility, and to exhort them fo aet conscien-

tiously under the influence of the fear and love

avoid, which is a perpetual squabbling with bro-
ther editors—explaining—denying—fending and
proving—retaliating, &e. To all readers, except
to a few of morhid appetite, these disputes are
odious; and they answer no one good purpose. I
mention this danger to you, because situated as
you are, there will be astrong and almost constant
temptation to fall into altercation, I believe the
old rules of courtesy required, that editors of pe-
riodicals should never directly notice any thing
in the columus of contemporary Journals; but the
days of chivalry are long since gone by. Now
the present cooflict is of the personal kind, in
which most readers take no manner of interest.
The editorial column ismot unfrequently surchar-

-
-

ote the success of

And, perhaps, the first and greatest is very “

ave wished much to see an impartial

of God? Oue evil'l hope you will cautiously:

Wi I
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