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ANECDOTES OF THE REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD.
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THE History and Character of the Rev. GEORGE
WHITEFIELD are very generally known. There
are yet alive in our country, many who ac-
knowledge him as their Father in Christ; and
“ will rise up, and call his memory blessed.” We
presume, however, that the following Anecdotes
respecting him are unknown to the most of our
readers, and will be perused with interest and
profit. Their truth and correctness are not to be
doubted ; as they are related by one who was well
acquainted with Mr. Whitefield’s most private
history. They are extracted from Mr. Jay’s Me-
moirs of the Rev, CorNELIUS WINTER.

THE time Mr. Whitefield set apart for prepara- -
tions for the pulpit during my connexion with him,
was not to be distinguished from the time he appro-
priated to other business. If he wanted to write a
pamphlet upon any occasion, he was closeted ; nor
would he allow access to him, but on an emergency,
while he was engaged in the work. But I never
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knew him engaged in the composition of a sermon
until he was on board ship, when he employed him-
self partly in the composition of sermons, and read-
ing very attentively the history of England, written
by different authors. He bad formed a design of
writing the history of Methodism, but never entered
upon it. He was never more in retirement on a
Saturday than on another day; nor sequestered at
any particular time for a period longer than he used
for his ordinary devotions. I never met with any
thing like the form of a skeleton of a sermon among
his papers, with which 1 was permitted to be very
familiar ; nor did he ever give me any idea of the
importance of being habituated to the planning of a
sermon. It is not injustice to his great character to
say, I believe he knew nothing about such a kind of
exercise.

Usually for an hour or two before he entered the
pulpit, he clained retirement; and on a sabbath
day morning more particularly, he was accustomed
to have Clarke’s Bible, Matthew Henry’s Comment,
and Cruden’s Concordance, within his reach: his
frame at that time was more than ordinarily devo-
tional ; I say more than ordinarily, because, though
there was a vast vein of pleasantry usually in him,
the intervals of conversation evidently appeared to
be filled up with private ejaculation connected with
praise. His rest was much interrupted, and his
thoughts were much engaged with God in the night.
He has often said at the close of his very warm ad-
dress, ‘'This sermon I got when most of you who
now hear me were fast asleep.” He made very mi-
nute observations, and was much disposed to be con-
versant with life, from the lowest mechanic to the
first characters in the land. He let nothing escape
him, but turned all into gold that adwitted of im-
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provement ; and, in one way or another, the occur-
rence of the week or the day, furnished him with
matter for the pulpit.—A specimen: when an ex-
traordinary trial was going forwards, he would be
present ; and on observing the formality of the judge
putting on his black cap to pronounce sentence, I
have known him avail himself of it in the close of a
sermon; with his eyes full of tears, and his heart
almost too big to admit of speech, dropping into a
momentary pause—*‘ I amn going now to put on my
condemning cap: sinner, I must do it ; I must pro-
nounce sentence upon you—" and then, in a tre-

mendous strain of eloquence, recite our Lord’s

words, “Go, ye cursed,” not without a very power-

ful description of the nature of the curse. I again

observe, that it would be only by hearing him, and

by beholding his attitude and his tears, that a per-

son could well coneeive of the effect; forit was im--
possible but that solemnity must surround him,

who, under God, became the means of making all

solemn. '

He had a most peculiar art of speaking personal-
ly to you, in a congregation of four thousand peo-
ple, when no one would suspect his object. If I
instance it in an effect upon the servant of the house,
I presume itis not unsuitable. She had been remiss
in her duty in the morning of the day. In the even-
ing, before the family retired to rest, I found her
under great dejection, the reason of which I did
not apprehend ; for it did not strike me, that in ex-
emplifsing a conduct inconsistent with the Chris-
tian’s professed fidelity to his blessed Redeemer, he
was drawing it from remissness of duty in a living
character; but she felt it so sensibly as to be greatly
distressed by it, until hie relieved her mind by his usu-
ally amiable deportment. The next day, being about
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to leave town, he called out to her, « Farewell ;”
she did not make her appearance, which he remark-
ed to a female friend at dinner, who replied, ¢ Sir,
you have exceedingly wounded poor Betty,” which
excited in him a hearty laugh; and when I shut
the coach door upon him, he said, “ Be sure to re-
member me to Betty ; tell her the account is settled,
and that I have nothing more against her.”

The tamous Comedian, Shuter, who bad a great
pertiality for Mr. Whitefield, showed him friendship,. .
and often attended his ministry. At one period of
his popularity he was acting in @ drama under the
charucter of Ramble. During the run of the per-
formance he attended service on sabbath morning at
Tottenham-court chapel, and was seated in the pew
exactly opposite to the pulpit, and while Mr. White-
field was giving full sally to his soul, and in his en-
ergetic address, was inviting sinners to the Saviour,
he fixed himself full against Shuter, with his eye
upon him, adding, to what he had previously said,
“ And thou, poor Ramble, who hast long rambled
from him, come you also. O end your rambling
by coming to Jesus.” Shuter was exceedingly
struck, and coming in to Mr. Whitefield said, “ I
thought I should have fainted; how could you serve
me so 7"—It was truly impressive to see him ascend
the pulpit. My intinate knowledge of him admits
of my acquitting him of the charge of affectation.
He always appeared to enter the pulpit with a sig-
nificance of countenance, that indicated he had
something of importance which he wanted to di-
vulge, and was anxious for the effect of the commu-
nication. His gravity on his descent was the same.
As soon as ever he was scated in his chair. nature
demanded relief, and gained it by a vast discharge
from the stomach, usually with a considerable quan-.



Anecdotes of the Rev. George Whitefield. 7

tity of blood, before he was at liberty to speak. He
was averse to much singing after preaching, sup-
posing it diverted the savour of the subject. No-.
thing awkward, nothing careless, appeared about
bim in the pulpit; nor do I ever recollect his stum-
bling upon a word. To his ordinary, as well as to
his public appearance, this observation applies ;.
whether he frowned or smiled, whether he looked
grave or placid, it was nature acting in him.

Professed orators might object to his hands being,
sfified up too high, and it is to be lamented that in
that attitude, rather than in any other, he is repre-
sented in print. His own reflection upon that pic-,
ture was, when it was first put into his hands, * Sure;,
I do not look such a sour creature as this sets me
forth : if I thought I did, I should bate myself.”
It is necessary to remark that the attitude was very
transient, and always accompanied by some expres-
sions which would justify itt He sometimes had
occasion to speak of Peter’s going out and weeping
bitterly, and then he had a fold of his gown at com-
mand, which he put before his face with as much

fulness as familiarity.

I hardly ever knew him go through a sermon
without weeping, more or less, and I truly believe
his were the tears of sincerity. His voice was often
interrupted by his affection; and I have heard him
say in the pulpit, “ You blame me for weeping,
but how can I kelp it, when you will not weep for
yourselves, though yeur immortal souls are upon
the verge of destruction, and for aught you know,
you are bearing your last sermon, and may never
more have an opportunity to have Christ offered to
you.” His freedom in the use of his passions often
put my pride to the trial. I could hardly bear such
onreserved use of tears, and the scope he gave to
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his feelings; for sometimes he exceedingly wept,
stamped loudly and passionately, and was frequent-
ly so overcome, that for a few seconds, you would
suspect he never could recover; and when be did,
nature required some little time to compose herself.
~ You may be sure, from what has been said, that
when he treated upon the sufferings of our Saviour,
it was not without great pathos. He was very
ready at that kind of painting which trequently an-
swered the end of real scenery. As though Geth-
semane were within sight, he would say, stretching
out his hand—* Look yonder! what is that I see!
it is my agonizing Lord 1”—And, as though it were
no difficult matter to catch the sound of the Saviour
praying, he would exclaim, ¢ Hark! hark! do not

ou hear ?"—You may suppose that as this occur-
Ted frequently, the efficacy of it was destroyed : but,
no ; though we often knew what was coming, it was
as new to us as though we had never heard it be-
fore. .

That beautiful apostrophe, used by the prophet
Jeremiah, « O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of
the Lord,” was very subservient to him, and never
used impertinently. ' '

He abounded with anecdotes, which though not
always recited verbatim, were very just as to the
matter of them. One, for instance, I remember,
tending to illustrate the efficacy of prayer, though I
have not been able to meet with it in the English *his-
tory—it was the case of the London apprentices be-
fore Henry the Eighth, pleading his pardon of their
insurrection. The monarch, moved by their sight,
and their plea, “ Mercy! mercy!” cried,  Take
them away, I cannot bear it.” The application you
may suppose was, that if an earthly monarch of
Henry's description, could be so moved, how forcible
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is the sinner’s plea in the ears of Jesus Christ. The
case of two Scotchmen, in the convulsion of the
state at the time of Charles the Sccond, subserved
bis design; who, unavoidably obliged to pass some
of the troops, were conceiving of their danger, and
meditating what method was to be adopted, to
come off safe : one proposed the wearing of a scull-
cap ; the other, supposing that would imply distrust
of the providence of God, was determined to pro-
ceed bare-headed. The latter,. being first laid hold
of, und being interrogated, ““ Are you for the co-
venant:” replied, “ Yes,;” and being further asked,
“ What covenant:” answered, * The covenant of
grace;” by which reply, eluding further inquiry, he
was let pass; the other, not answering satisfactorily,
received a blow with the sabre, which, penetrating
through the cap, struck him dead. In the applica-
tion, Mr.. Whitefield, warning against vain confi-
dence, cried, ‘ Beware of your scull-caps.” But
here likewise, the description upon paper, wanting
the reality as exemplified by him with voice and ino-
tion, conveys but a very faint idea. However, it is
a disadvantage which must be submitted to, especial-
ly as coming from my pen.

The difference of the times in which Mr. White-
field made his public appearance, materially deter-
mined the matter of his sermons, and in some mea-
sure, the manner of his address. He dealt far
more’ in the explanatory and doctrinal mode of
preaching on a Sabbath-day morning, than perhaps,
at any other time ; and sometimes made a little, but
by no means improper, show of learning. If he had
read upon astronowmy in the eourse of the week,
you would be sure to discover it. He knew how to
convert the centripetal motion of the heavenly bo-
dies to the disposition of the christian towards

Vol. IT1I.—No. L. B
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Christ; and the fatal attraction of the world would
be very properly represented .by a reference to the
centritugal. Whatever the world might think of
him, be had his charms for the learncd as well as
for the unlcarned; and as he held himself to. be a
debtor both to the wise and to the unwise, each re-
ceived his due at such times. The peer and the
peasant alike went away satisfied. :
- As though he heard the voice of God ever sound-
ing.in his ears the important admonition, *“ Work
while it is called to-day,” this was his work in Lon-
don at one period of his life :—After administering
the Lord's supper to several hundred communicants,
at half an bour after six in the morning; reading
the first and second service in the desk, which he
did with the greatcst propriety, and preaching fuli
an hour, he read prayers and preached in the after-
noon, previous te the evening service, at half ap
hour after five ; and afterwards addressed a large
society in public. His afternoon sermon used to. be
more general and exhortatory. In the evening he
drew his bow at a venture, vindicated the doctrines
of grace, fenced them with articles and howilies, re-
ferred to the Martyrs’ seal, and exemplified the
power of divine grace in their sufferings, by quota-
tions from the venerable Fox. Sinncrs were then
closely plied, numbers of whom frown curiosity com-
ing to hear a sentence or two, were often compel-
led to hear the whole sermon. How many in the
judgment-day will rise to prove that they heard to
the salvation of the soul. ‘The society, which, after
serinon was encircled in the area of the Tabernacle,
consisted of widows, married people, young men
and spinsters, placed separately ; all of whom, when
a considerable part of the congregation was reset-
tled, (for hundreds used to stay upon the occasion,)



Anecdotes of the Rev. George IPhitefield. i1

ased to receive from him:in-the-¢olloquial style, var
rious exhortations, comprised in short sentences;
and suitable to their various- stations, The prae-
tice of christianity im all its branches' was then usu.
ally inculcated, net without some pertinent anec-
dote of a character worthy to be held up for an-ex-
ample ; and'in whose conduct the hints recommend-
ed were exemplified. To the young men, for in-
stance—A young man in the mercantile line, whese
uncle described him as such a jumble of religion
and basiness, that he' was fit for neither.—A. widow
would be held up to view, remarkable for her con-
fidence in ‘God. A young woman would be de-
scribed, commendable for her chastity, prudence,
and decorum—in a way that mede it desirable for
each description of characters to imitate them. °
Masters of households at these opportunities, pa~

rents and children, had their portion, but nothing

enforced upon legal principles.

Perhaps, Mr. Whitefield never preached greater
sermons than at six in-the morning, for at that hour
he did preach winter and summer, on Mondays
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. At these
times his congregations were of the select descrip-
tion, and young men received admonitions: similar
with what were given in the society; and were caus
tioned, while they. neglected the duty required.from
them under the bond of an indenture, not to antici-
pdte the pleasures and advantages of future life;
Beware of being golden apprentices, silver journey-
men, and copper-masters, was-one of the cautions I
remember upon those occasions,

His style was now colloquial, with little use. of mo-
tion; pertinent expositions, with suitable remarks;
and all comprehended within the hour. Christian
experience principally made the subject of Monday,
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Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening lec-
tures ; when, frequently having funeral sermons to
preach, the character and experience of the dead
helped to elucidate the subject; led to press dili~
gence in the christian course, to reflect upon the
blessing of faith on earth, and glory in heaven. Mr.
Whitefield adopted the custom of the inhabitants of
New-England in their best days, of beginning the
Sabbath at six o'clock on Saturday evenings. The
custom could not be observed by many, but it was
convenient to a few—a few compared with the mul-
titude ; but abstractedly considered, a large and re-
spectable company. Now ministers of every descrip-
tion found a peculiar pleasure in relaxing their minds
- from the fatigues of study, and were highly enter-
tained by his peculiarly excellent subjects, which
were so suitable to the auditory, that I believe it
was seldom disappointed. It was an opportunity
peculiarly suited to apprentices and journeymen in
some businesses, which allowed of their leaving
work sooner than on other days, and availing them-
selves at least of the sermon ; from which I also
occasionally obtained my blessings. Had my me-
mory becn retentive, and I bad studiously treasured
up his rich remarks, how much more easily might
1 have met your wishes, and have answered the de-
sign of this letter ! But though I have lost much of
the letter of his sermons, the savour of them yet re-
mains. The peculiar talents he possessed, subservi-
ent to great usefulness, can be but faintly guessed
from his sermons in print; though, as formerly,
God has made the reading of them useful, I have
no doubt but in future they will have their use. -
The eighteen taken in short hand, and faithfully
transcribed by Mr. Gurney, have been supposed to
do discredit to his memory, and therefore they were
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suppressed. But they who have been atcustomed
to hear him, may collect from them muclr of his
genuine preaching.. They were ‘far from being the
best specimens that wight have been produced.

He preached many.of them when; in fact, he was
almost incapable of preaching at all. His consti-
tution, long before they were taken, had received its
material shock, and they were all, except the two
last, the productzon of a Wednesday evening ; when,

by the current business of the day, he was fatlgued
and worn out. The “ Good'Shepherd ” was sent
him on board the ship. He was much disgusted
with-it, and expressed himself to- me as in the
1440th letter of the third volume of his works—
“ It is not verbatim as I delivered it. In some
places it makes me speak false concord, and even
nonsense ; in others the sense and connexion is de-
stroyed by the injudicious disjoirited paragraphs, and
the whole is_entirely unfit for the public review.”

His manuscript journal, as quoted by Dr. Gillies,
notes—* ‘September 15. This morning-came a
sarreptitious copy of my Tabernacle farewell ser-
mon, taken, as the short-hand writer professes, ver-
batim as I spoke it; but surely he is mistaken.
The whole §s so mjudlclously paragraphed, and so
wretchedly unconnected, that I owe no thanks to
the misguided, though it may be, well meant, zeal of
the writer and publisher, be they whom they will.
But such conduct is an unavoidable-tax upon popu-
larity.” He was then like an ascending Elijah, and
many were eager to catch his dropping mantle. In
the sermonsreferred to, there are certainly many
jewelz, though they may not be connected in a pro-

order. : ' '

Whatever fault criticism may find with his ser-
mons from the press, they were, in the delivery,
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powerful to command the most devoted attention.
1 have been informed by good judges, that if many of
the speeches in our two houses were to be given in
their original state, they would not appear to the
first advantage, .nor would Mr. Whitefield’s sermons
have bad criminal defects, bad they been revised
with his own pen. In the fifth and sixth volumes
of his works, all the sermons he ever printed are
comprised. It is very easy to distinguish them
which were pre-composed, from others which were
preached extemporary. Of the latter, I notice Pe-
ter’s denial of his Lord, and the true way of behold-
ing the Lamb. of God ; Abraham’s effering up his
son Isaac ; Christ, the believer’s husband ; and the
resusrection of Lazarus. These and others preserve
the extemporary- style, and fully serve to discover
the exactness of the preacher. He shines brightest
with a long text, on ‘which fancy has scope to play,
and the mind bas liberty to range. However exact:
he may appear in the page, it 1s impossible for the
natural man, who discerneth not the things of the
Spirit, to understand him.. God maymake the page
printed, the instrument in his band, to convert the
sinner, and then he will no longer ask, ““ Doth he
not speak parables :” but, till then, as living he was,
so dead, he is liable to the lash of severity : but the
same Providence that preserved his person, will
maintain his works: and thus, he being dead, yet
speaketh, and will continue to speak, for a great
while to come. Whatever invidious remarks they
may make upon his written discourses, they cannot
invalidate his preaching. Mr. Toplady called him
the prince of preachers, and with good reason, for
none in our day preached with the like effect. .
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- Results.

OUR second result; which was partly elucidated
in the last number, embraces the mutual rights and
daties growing out of the relation in which the ehils
dren of believing parentu stand -to the chuteh of
God *.

Such children, we observcd have ® r7ght, evenin
their infancy, to a solemn acknowledgment of their
membership g;he administration of - baptism-—to
the prayers of Christiens in private—and in the
public worship .of the church, to her mstmctlon

tion, and control.

Corresponding with these rights, there are cerum
duties incumbent on youth bora within her: pale.
They are bound te revere her autherity ; to promote
her happiness ; and to owntheir relation to her by pro-
fessing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; showing
forth his death in the communion of the holy sup-
per ; and walking in all his ordmances and com-
mandments: blameless.

Let us now turn the question, and view it in its
relation to the rights and duties of the Chmtum

charch toward such children.
* C. Mag. Vol. II. p. 408, &c.
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A right to provide for the proper education of
their youth, has always been claimed, and exercised
in some form or other, by every civilized communi-
ty. It is, indeed, inherent in the very nature of
human society ; .as it springs out of that great, uni-
versal, and essential principle of man—self-preser-
vation. The risen generation, is, for the most part,
tixed. Their habits are formed, their characters
settled, and what is to_be expected from them may
be ascertained with sufficient exactness for the prin-
cipal purposes of life. - Not so with the rising race.
No sagacity can foretell what characters shall be
developed, or what parts performed, by these boys
and girls who throng our streets, and sport in eur
fields. In their tender breasts are concealed the
germs, in their little bands are lodged the weapons,
of a nation’s overthrow or glory. Would it not,
then, be madness ; would -it not be a sort of polm-
cal suicide, for the cominonwealth to be unconcern-
ed what direction their infant powers shall take ; or
into what habits their budding affections shall ripen:
Or will it be disputed, that the civil authority bas a
right to take care, by a paternal interference, on be-
balf of the children, that the next generation shall
not prostrate in an hour, whatever has been conse-
crated to truth, to virtue, and to bappiness, by the
generations that are past?

If this is the common privilege of human nature
on what principle shall it be denied to the church of
God: Spiritual in her character, furnished with
every light to guide the understanding ; and every
precept to mould the heart.—possessing whatever is
fearful to deter from sin, and whatever is sweet
and alluring to win to God and holiness, how is it
possible that she can have no right to bring these
her advantages to bear ‘upon the youth committed
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to her trust 7 Why were they thus committed © How
shall she deserve the name of the spouse of Christ,
if she endeavour not to bring up her own children
in his “nurture and admonition 7" Admitti..g the
children of believing parents to be her members, the
right to instruct and watch over them, is a matter of
course. For it is a solecism and an absurdity to
talk of a society which has no authority over its
own members. And when we establish the right,
we establish also the duzy. The power is given to
be employed. Itis a talent for which the master
will demand an &ccount. If he has authorized - his
church to take charge of the children within her pale,
she is responsible for the manner in which she ac-
quits herself of the trust. How is this to be done?
1st. All baptised children, (whom by their bap-
tism she acknowledges to be a part of her care,) are
to be imstructed by her authority, and under her eye.
There is 2 domestic training which it is. her busi-
ness .to see that parents give their children. - But
she has an’ interest in these children altogether her
own. Her ministers, or official catechists, are, in
ber name, to instill into them, the principles of the
Christian religion, over and above their twition at
Aome ; and whether their parents be faithful to them
or not. A child is not to be turned off, and left a
prey to destruction, because its parents do not shrink
from the crime of * blood-guiltiness,” even guiltiness
of the blood of their own offspring. Means are,
therefore, to be used, that al/ the children of a con-
gregation attend publzc instruction in the doctrines
and duties of religion, as an ordinance of Christ ;
and to have the sense of their subjection to his ordi-
nances incorporated with their earliest habits of
wsinking. No church can neglect this care without
suffering : no church has ever fostered it without
Vol. IIT.=No. 1. C



18 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE.

ahundant recompense. The most intelligent, sober,
staid, active Christians, are usually those who have
grown up under the operation of this gentle but ef-
ficient discipline.

2d. The church is to inspect the conduct of her
youth.

I do not mean that she is to encourage hawkers
of scandal, nor to entertain legions of spies, for their
benefit. Not that she is to put on that dismal
visage which petrifies the juvenile heart; nor to in-
dulge that morose inquisition which arraigns, as a
crime, every burst of juvenile cheerfulness. It is
as much a part of God’s »zatural constitution that
youth should be sprightly, as that age should be
grave. To reduce to one size and one quality, all
the decencies of life in all its periods, is the attribute
of zeal which never discriminates, of severity which
never learns, or of Pharisaism which finds a righte-
ousness in reprobating enjoyments which it cannot
share. .

But, after every proper allowance and precaution,
there is left a large field of juvenile conduct for the
eye of the church to explore. Both in affirming the
principles of rectitude, and in resisting the principles

.of evil, she may and she ought to do much for her
youth.

If a child be exemplary in filial or fraternal affec-
tion; pure in behaviour among others ; diligent in
learning the precious truths of revelation; reveren-
tial towards the ordinances of public and private
worship; fearful of sinning against God ; it is no
small encouragement to have these excellencies ob-
served, cherished, and honoured, by those who bear
rule in the church. Timidity subsides ; bashfulness
is attempered into modesty ; the ductile inclination
grows into cousistent purpose; and thus * little
ones ” are brought to Jesus Christ, and prepared for
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occupying, in due season, the places of these whose
gray hairs announce the approach of that hour in
which they are to bé numbered with them who have
died in faith. , i
On the other hand, can any reflecting pefson
_doubt, that the seasonable interposition of the church
of God, might save many a youth from falling a
victim to his own depravity, or to the depravity of
others © Why should a doubt be entertained on the
subject? Is the experiment fairly tried? Are the
_charches in the habit of throwing themselves in be-
tween ruin and the youth who have not openly pro-
fessed religion ? Do parents, on the failure of do-
mestic admonition, ever resort to this remedy?
Ought they not to do it? Why should a tender and

, solemn remonstrance, in the name of the living (God,
the Creator and the Judge of all, be without its in-
fluence in recovering an unpractised sinner from
the errour of the wicked? Why should not an au-
thoritative expostulation, on the part of the church
"of God, brought home to individual feeling, have
some effect, as a rational means, in prevailing with
the young to consider their obligation to recognize
the vows made over them in their baptism?" There
are more troublesome consciences on this point,
among our youth, than we, perhaps, imagine. Why
should they not be told, that continuance in care-
lessness, or abandonment to iniquity, will compel
the church of God to disown them, and to rank
them with those concerning whom she has no pro-
mises to plead? Let it not be said that  the state
“ of religious society forbids such an interference—
“ that parents and children would spurn at it as an
“ encroachment upon their liberty—and that in-
“ stead of gaining our youth, it would drive them,
‘“ at once, into the camp of the profane ;”"—at least,
Jet not these things besaid without facts to support
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them. They are the suggestions of fear, unsanction-
ed by experience. No doubt, in the decaycd state
of Christian order, much prudence is necessary for
its revival : but the necessity of prudence cannot ex-
cuse inaction. It is very possible, also, that some
young saints would * kick against the pricks.” But
the samne objection lies against the faithful preach-
ing of the word; and against the impartial use of
discipline toward professors. There are weighty
reasons why a judicious extension of church-autho-
rity to baptised youth in general, would not be so
fruitless and despicable as some suppose.

First, The mere power of opinion which it would
employ, could not be easily resisted. It is to be re-
membered, that a very little quantity of opinion goes
a great way with all minds which have not yet ac-
quired sclf-stability ; and such opinion as the Chris-
tian church can at all tines command, no man living
can disregard with impunity.

Secondly, In many instances, this interference
would combine with domestic precept and example ;
and how far their united forces would go, nothing
but the event is entitled to pronounce.

Thirdly, Dissolute as the world is, and disposed
as multitudes are to scoff at every thing which bears
the image and superscription of Jesus %Jhrist, it will
be no recommendation even with thoughtless peo-
ple, that a young person fled away from the voice
of kindly instruction; much less that he was thrust
out on account of his vices. Some there are, who,
to serve the present hour, would applaud his spirit;

and, on the first disagreement, would upbraid him -

‘with his disgrace. Itis not in human nature to stand
easily under an excommunication of any sort. Ex-
clusion, for faults, from any decent society, is, and
ever will be, a stigma. Yhoever disbelieves it, has
only to try.

P U YR T By — e
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Fourthly, The providence of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and his control over the hearts and affairs
of men, are especially to be regarded. Perhaps no
instance can be shown of contempt upon the disci-
pline of his house not being followed, sooner or later,
with most disastrous consequences to the offender.
He has promised to own, support, and vindicate it,
8s solemnly as be ever promised to bless the gospel
of his grace. If more stress were.laid upon his
agency in rendering effectual his own institutions ;
we should both discharge our duty more exactly, and
see it crowned with greater success. Let the church-
es begin to look after their youth—let them com-
mit their efforts to their master’s faithfulness. It
will be time enough to complain when he *leaves
himself withouta witness.” ‘

3d. There is a particular class of children to
whom the church owes a duty which she too fre-
quently neglects—1I mean orphans.

Godly parents die; and their little ones are scat-
tered. Scattered, indeed, they often must be, but
forgotten they ought not to be. They are often per-
mitted to be placed in families where they can reap
no religious benefit. All responsibility for them
seems to be thrown away, and given to the winds
with the last breath of their father or mother. Thus
abandoned by the church, which ought to be to them
in God’s stead, and when their father and their mother
forsake them, to take them up, they are in danger
of being lost in this world, and in the world to come.
1 speak immediately of those who have no private
dependence but the bounty of strangers., Guilt in
this matter, there certainly is, and the sooner we
arise to shake it out of our skirts, the better will it
be for ourselves, and our own children.
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THE TR'UE IDEA OF PROPHECY,

( Concluded from p. 395. Vol. I1.)

HAVING premised thus much concerning the
right interpretation of the text, and the important re-
lation it bears to the present subject, I should now
proceed to inquire what conclusions naturally and
fairly result from it. For trom this assumption,
that Jesus is the end of prophecy, it will, I think,
follow very evidently. that the greater part of those
objections which make so much noise, and are so
confidently urged on the subject of prophecy, have
no force at all in them.

But, before we enter on that task, it may be useful
to consider more particularly what the assuMED
PsInCIPLE itself is, and to pause a while in con-
templation of this idea.
~ The text, as herc interpreted, and in full conso-
nance with the tenor of the sacred writings, implies
this fact—that Prophecy in general, (that is, all the
prophccics of the Old and New Testament,) hath
its ultimate accomplishment in the history and dis-
pensation of Jesus.

But now, if we look into those writings, we find,
1. That prophecy is of a prodigious extent; that it

cominenced from the fall of man, and reaches to the

consununation of all things; that, for many ages, it
was delivered darkly, to few persons, and with large

intervals from the date of one prophecy to that of
another ; but at length became more clear, more
frequent, and was uniformly carried on in the
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line of one people, separated from the rest of the
world, among other reasons assigned, for this princi-
pally, to be the repository of the divine oracles;
- that, with some intermission, the spirit of prophecy
subsisted among the people, to the coming of
Christ : that He himself and his apostles exercised
this power ia the most conspicuous manner ; and
left behind them many predictions, recorded in the
buoks of the New Testament, which profess to re-
spect very distant events, and even run out -to the
end of time; or, in St. John’s expression, to that
period, when the mystery of God shall be per-
ected®.

g 2. Further, besides the extent of this prophetic
scheme, the dignity of the Person whom it con-
cerns deserves our consideration. He is described
in terms which excite the most august and magni-
ficent ideas. He is spoken of, indeed, sometimes,
as being the Sced of the woman. and as the Son of
man ; yet so as being at the same time of more
than mortal extraction. He is even represented to
us, as being superior to men and angels; as far
above all principality and power, above all that is
accounted great, whether in heaven or in earth; as
the word and wisdom of God; as the eternal Son
of the Father; as the heir of all things, by whom
be made the worlds ; as the brightness of his glory,
and the express image of his person,

We have no words to denote greater ideas, than
these : the mind of man cannot elevate itself to no-
bler conceptions. Of such transcendent worth and
excellence is that Jesus said to be, to whom all the
prophets bear witness ! .

5. Lastly, the declared purpose, for which the

* Rev. x. 7.
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Messiah, prefigured by so long a train of prophecy,
came into the world, corresponds to all the rest of
the representation It was not to deliver an op-
pressed nation from civil tyranny, or to erect a great
civil empire, that is, to achieve one of those acts,
which history accounts most heroic. No: it was
not a mighty state, a victor people—-

¢ Non res Romanz perituraque regna—""

that was worthy. to enter into the contemplation of
this divine person. It was another and far sublimer
purpose, which HE came to accomplish; a pur-
pose, in comparison of which, all our policies are
poor and little, and all the perforinances of man as
nothing. It was to deliver a world from ruin; to
abolish sin and death; to purify and immortalize
buman nature; and thus, in the most exalted sense
of the words, to be the Saviour of all men, and the
blessing of all nations.

There is no exaggeration in this account. I
deliver the undoubted sense, if not always the very
words of Scripture.

Consider then to what this representation amounts.
Let us unite the several parts of it, and bring them
to a point. A spirit of prophecy pervading all time
—characterising one person, of the highest dignity—
and proclaiming the accomplishment of one pur-
pose, the most beneficent, the most divine, that ima-
gination itsclf can project.—Such is the scriptural
delineation, whether we will receive it or no, of that
economy, which we call prophetic !

And now then, (if we must be reasoning from
our ideas of fit and right, to the rectitude of the
divine conduct,) let me ask, in one word, whether,
on the supposition that it should ever please the
moral Governor of the world to reveal himself by
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prophecy at all, we can conceive him to do it, in a
manner, or for ends more worthy of him? Does
not the ertent of the scheme correspond to owr
Lest ideas of that infinite Being, to whom all dura-
tionis but a point, and to whose view all time is
equally present? Is not the object of this scheme,
. the Lemb of God that was slain from the founda- -
tion of the world, worthy, in our conceptions, of all
the honour that can be reflected upon him by se
vast and splendid an economy? Is not the end of
this scheme such as we should think most fit fer
such a scheme of prophecy to predict, and for se
divine a person to accomplish ? .

You see every thing here is of a piece; all the
parts of this dispensation are astonishingly great,
and perfectly harmonize with each ‘other.

We, who admit the divinity of those records,
which represent to us this state of things, cannot
but be infinitely affected withit: since, in-that case,
we only contemplate an undoubted fact, in this re-
presentation. And it should further seem that even
those, who question that authority of Scripture,
must, if they be ingenuous, confess themselves
struck by a representation at once so sublime and
consistent. 'They reguire, on all occasions, to have
reasons of what they call fitness, in the divine con-
duct, pointed out to them : Can they overlook them
here, where they are so obvious and so convincing
“At least the credibility of such a scheme, as that of
prophecy is in scripture represented to be, appears
not, so far as we have hitherto considered it, to be
opposed or lessened in any degree by our natural
prejudices ; by the best notions, I mean, which we
can frame on this subject; but is, indeed, much
strengthened and confirmed by them.

On the idea of such a scheme as is here present-

‘ol IIT.-—No. 1. D
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ed to us, I enlarge no further, at present, than just
to make OXE general observation. Itis this: That
the argument from prophecy is not to be formed
from the consideration of single prophecies, but
from all the prophecies taken together, and consi-
dered as making one system; in which, from the
mutual dependence and connexion of its parts, pre- .
ceding prophecies prepare and illustrate those which
follow, and these, again, reflect light on the forego-
ing : - just as, in any philosophical system, that
which shows the solidity of it, is the harmony and
correspondénce of the whole; not the application
of it, in particular instances.

Hence, though the evidence be but small, from
the completion of any one prophecy, taken sepa-
rately, yet, that evidence being always something,
the amount of the whole evidence, resulting from a

eat number of prophecies, all relative to the same
g‘;sign,, may be considerable ; like many scattered
rays, which, though each be weak in itself, yet con-
centrated into one point, shall form a strong light,
and strike the scnse very powerfully.  Still more :
this evidence is not simply a growing evidence, but
is indeed multiplied upon us, from the number of
reflected lights which the several component parts of
such a system reciprocally throw upon cach : till,
at length, the conviction rise into a high degree of
moral certainty.

It bath been said, indeed, of this scheme, or way
of considering prophecy, that it is an imaginary
scheme, of which there is not the least trace in any
of the four gospels ; and that it even contradicts
the whole evidence of prophecy, as it was understood
and applied by the apostles and evangelists*.

* Dr. MippLETOX'S FForks, val. iil. f1. 137. London, 1752, 4to,
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But what, is there no trace of this scheme in the
gospel, when Jesus himself began at Moses and the
prophets, and expounded [to his disciples] in ALL the
scriptures the things concerning himself  'Is this
scheme contradictory to the evidence of prophecy,
as understood by the apostles, when St. Peter argu-
ed with the Jews from what God had spoken by

" the mouth of ALL his prophets, since the.world
began ?

Is not here a series of prophecies, expressly re-
ferred to, as running up not only to the times of
Moses®, but to the beginning of the world: And
is not this series argued from, as constituting one
entire system of prophecy, and as affording an evi-
dence distinct from that which arises from the con-
sideration of each prophecy, taken singly and by
itself ?

But Jesus and his apostles, usually applied the
prophecies singly and independently on each other, as
so many different arguments for the general truth
of the gospelt.

Could they do otherwise, when the occasions offer-
ed, in the course of their ministry, to which those pro-
phecies were to be applied? Or, could they do bez-
ter, in their discourses to the people, to whom the ar-
gument from single prophecies would be more fami-
liar, than that complicated one, arising from a whole
system? Does it follow, because the prophecies
were applied singly, that therefore they might not
with good reason be applied systematically ; or that
they may not now be so applied, when we have to

s ‘Though by Moees is here meant, not the prophecies of
Moses only, but the dooks of Moses, containing those former
prophecies, which, as St. Peter says, had been delivered, aince
the world began.

+ D=r. MippLETON, £ 139.
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do with those who are capable of entering inte this
sort of argumentation?> Will it be said that, because
the moral precepts of the gospel are delivered sin-
gly, there is therefore no such thing as a system of
. morality, or that the subject may not be treated with
propriety, and with advantage too, in that form ?
~ On the whole, the prophecies of the Old and
New Testament, having clearly all the gualities of
what we call a system, that is, eonsisting of many
particulars, dependent on each other, and intimate-
ly connected by their referenee toa common end,
there is no reason why they may not be considered
in this light; and there is great reason why they
should be so considered, since otherwise, on meny
occasions, we shall not do justice to the argument
itself. ‘
To return then to the text, (whiech implies the ex-
istence and use of such a system,) and to conclade
with it. The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of
Jesus. 'This angelic information prescnts, at first
sight, an idea stupendous indeed, but, on such a
subject, suitable enough to our expectations. It
offers no violence to the natural sense of the human
mind ; but, on the contrary, hath every thing in it

v

to engage our belief and veneration.
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REMARKABLE BENEVOLENCE.

The followin‘g' instance of Rémarkable Benevolence
we take from the Religious Monitor ; in which it
appesrs as a trapslation from the periodical pub-
lications' of the Basil Seciety. . Let the rich read
it; and acknowledge the rebuke : let the poor also
read it, and see in it a lively comment on the

promise, “ Bread shall be given him, and his
waters shall be sure.”

“ B. WAS a native of Alsace ; and on g journey
he made to K——, he married. He inbabited a small
house, without the gates of the town; and his em-
ployment barely subsisted him, though he constantly
worked for rich and respectable people in. the city.
He was a paimter and gilder. Every evening he
was accustomed to bring bread bome with him for
his family, from the produce of bis work. It hap-
pened, hewever, once, that he did not receive his
money. Although God bas expressly commanded,
that the “ sun shall not go down before the labeurer
receives his hire,” yet the degenerate Christian pays
but little attention to the commands of his Maker !
Very many, and clergymen amongst the number, are
not even acquainted with all his written commands,
more especially those in the Old Testament, not-
withstanding Jesus Christ hath absolutely declared,
in Matth. v. 18. that all shall be strictly observed,
and that not a jot or tittle thereof shall fail. Now
could the poor gilder no longer get paid by his em-
ployers. For some time, however, he was enabled
to carry home bread with him as usual to bis hun-
gry family ; but at length every resource was ex-
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hausted. Throughout the day, during his work, he
put up an inward prayer to God, that he would gra-
ciously dispose the hearts of his masters in his fa-
vour, so that they might not allow him to go home
pennyless ; but the day passed, the time of labour
finished, and the poor husband and father had no-
thing—nothing at all to take home with him! Me-
lancholy- and sad he entered the suburbs where he
lived, with a heavy heart, and downcast eyes. Some
oncgoing towards the city, met him, saluted him as
he passed, and slipping a piece of silver into his
hand, glided by him. B. stood stock-still, astonish-
ed ; and shouting aloud, with eyes uplifted, tears ran
down his cheeks ; and he bitterly reproached him-
self for his vile unbelief in that God who feedeth the
ravens, and numbers the very hairs of our heads.

« Passing onwards; his way lay through a path
between two hedges, where he heard a faint voice,
in a mournful, complaining strain ; and, as he look-
ed round him to know from whence it proceeded,
he saw a young man, who had the appearance of a
traveller, lying on the grass, pale, weak, and emaci-
ated. “ What is the matter, my friend r” asked the
poor painter.— Sir, I am a travelling mechanic,
and am going towards home : I have yet far to go :
as my money ran short, I was obliged to act with
the utmost frugality ; and expended daily only what
my most urgent necessities demanded : notwithstand-
ing, my money is all gone. The whole of this day
have I pursued my journey without tasting food ;
and my strength is so entirely exhausted, that I can
go no further.” - What was poor B to dor He had
nothing but the small piece of silver :—should he
give him that? But what would remain for his hun-
gry expecting children ? Perplexed, confounded, and
almost mechanically, without knowing what he said.
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he demanded of the young man if he had no small

mouney about him, even of the most trifling value, to

give him in exchange for his little piece of silver.

“ 0, my dear Sir, would I had, I should not lie

longer here !” The heart of poor B. felt a terrible

conflict. At last, shru, 'ng his shoulders, with great:
sorrow, and heaviness of mind, he pursued his way :

but he went not far ; his piece of money burned like

fire in his pocket ; he lastily turned back, gave it to

the poor traveller, and with great agitation turned

away quickly, weeping, sobbing, and almost reeling
likea drunken man. He had not proceeded far, be-

fore he met a man, with several longish loaves of
bread, which he carried under his armns, coming di-

rectty towards him. As they .approached each

other, the man saluted him in a very friendly man-

ner ; and passing him, slipped one of his loaves un-

der his arm, and putting a dollar into his hand, has- -
tened away. The poor painter threw himself on
the grass, and wept aloud !.

“ Who can read, without the deepest emotion,
this wonderful relation of the gracious providence of
God' towards the necessities of his children! The
worthy painter acted with such pure humanity, and
the hand of God so visibly interposed, that while we
are compelled to bestow our warmest approbation on
his conduct, we are led to offer our humble: adora-
tion at the throne of grace. Such tales as these are
like apples of geld in dishes of silver; and though
at all times, yet in our days more especially, a word
in due season. If the poor Christian is led to fur-
ther perseverance in his confidence in God, whe
hears and answers prayer, and.the weak believer,
taught to blush for his unbelief, this memorable in-
stance of God’s paternal care will not have been re-
corded in vain !” 0.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT.

—t S

Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
' received the Atonement.—Row v. 11.
R aaas
Ne. I.

,IN order to perceive the force of the powerful rea- .
soning which the apostle Paul, under the inspiration '
of the Almighty, employs in this epistle, it is neces-
sary to know something of the state of rcligiom
among the Jews at the time in which he wrote.

It is against the errours of-that people, crrours
likely always to arise'among those who, destitute of
grace, make a profession of religion, that the argu-
ment is principally directed. Simple information
was sufficient for the heathen who had recently em-
braced the Gespel. They were sensible that they
bad every thing to learn, and they readily submited
to the instruction which was tendered to them by
the apostles.  But much disputation was necessa
with the Jews, who thought that they already knew
the way of truth. - Proud of their descent, and- glo-
rying in their priesthood, the natural offspring of
Abraham did not hesitate in conceiving themselves,
independently of faith and holiness, to be the pecu-
liar tavourites of heaven.

The two sects, which, at this period, were mast
conspicuous in contending for power in the Jewish
church, are the Sadducees and Pharisces. The con-
tentions of these formidable parties had for a centu-
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ry distracted the councils of the nation, and corrupts
ed the religion established in Judea.

The former exerted their influence over the San-
hedrim, the Temple, and the Priesthood; and the
latter had obtained the principal direction of the
schools, the pulpits of the Synagogues, and the pre-
Judlces ‘of the populace. The Sadducees were sup-

rted by the most opulent of the inhabitants. Since
die days of Hircanus, who united in his own person,
the supreme ecclesiastical power, with the civil and
the military, and who was besides an intolerant
Sadducee ; the influence of the supreme council of
Elders, asd of thegeatbod y of the Priests, had
beea empleyed in favour of this sect®. Daring.
the reign of Janneeus, the Sanhedrim, with the ex-
ception of a solitary individual, consisted altogether
of Sadducees. Annas and Caiaphas, well known in
evangelical history, belonged also to the same sect.
The Sadducees rejected the doctrines of a special
e, of the immortality of the soul, and of
a fotore state. With such sentiments, the Jewish
supported by their tithes, and by the
learning, the wealth, and the power of Judea, pres
sented a formidable oppositien to the progress of
the gospel. They combined irreligion with a pros
fession. of the established system, which, on acs
ocount of its emoluments, they did not hesitate to sub-
scribe : a combination, which, however pernicious;
is, alas! far from being uncommon in other nations.

The Pharisees had, upon their side, by far the
gronter part of the common people. Assisted by
the scribes, they engrossed, in a great measure, the
mugistry of the synagogues. Amimated with a super- -
slitious zeal, making pretensions to an extraordinary

* Joseph. Antiq. lib. 13.cap. 11. & debel. Jud. lib. i. cap. 3, 4.
Vol I1].—No. 1. E
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piety, they contrived to inflame the minds of their
hearers with a spurious devotion, by their discours-
es from the pulpits, and: their unwearied- efforts to
dissemninate their sentiments by private conversation.
They accommodated themselves .to the ignorance of
the lower classes; they adapted -their.doctrings to
the gross conceptions, the prejudices and. the pas-
sions of the multitude ; they imposed upon the cre-
dulity, and succeeded in ensnaring - the consciences
of vast numbers in their own delusions. 'The. Pha-
risees professed 4.strict adherence to the. ceremonis
al law, an accurate: observance of the traditions of
the elders, and & patriotic .attachment .to the . libet-
ties and independence. of their country ;- and while
they urged  the doctrine .of .a future state, they
taught that salvation was secured to the, Jews, upon
the sole condition of, obedience to these external
rites, which they uniformly represented ag entitling
them to covenanted mercy. - - C

In the course of a few years. after the. ascension
of our Saviour into glory, great numbers of the Jews
embraced the Christian: dispensation ;- and. several
of the new coaverts were affected with the “ leaven
of the Pharisees and .of ‘the Sadducees.” , Several
carried along with them “from the..old to the new
dispensation of . grace, those false .principles which
are equally -opposite to both. T bey who had no in-
ward experience of the power of godliness, whatever
may have been their.protession, Aformed very -igade-
quate conceptions of the deep depravity and misery
of man, of the_ evil of sin, and of the metbod of sal-
vation through a Redeemer.. These expected just-
fication on some one of the three following grounds.

1. Some supposed that the Jews should be jusu-
fied on account of the piety of the patriarchs *.

+ Kim. Com. Hos. iii. 3. Pococke. Miseel. 170, 171. .
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12, Others supposed that their lmowledge of the.
law would justify them *. . '

* 3. Séveral imagined that _;usuﬁcatlon proceeded
upon the ground of: their punctual peryormance of
those rives which had been enjoined wpen them in
the law given by Mosest. -

“Suchi: was the - degrading' idea whlch they - had
formed of the divine holiness, and the proud opinion
which they cherished of their own -excellence, that
they imagined the righteousness of his. moral go-
vernment would be amply.supported by awarding
to them exemption from punishment, and the fehcnty
of heaven upon one or other of these terms. ‘They
also laboured to unpnu the Geatiles, who discover-
d an clination to teceive revealed religion, with a
belief -in"the justness' of those crude sentiments.’
Such pernicious. doctrinesrequired refutation.. They
called for: a demonstration, frem the scriptures of
the Old Testament, for which the Jews professed
the most perfeet reverence, of those great principles,
‘upon-whichr the. salvation offered in the gospel, and
purchased by the Redeemer, necessarily depended. -

"Fhe inspired apostle, accordmgly, provides an an-
tidote to the'poison, in this epistle written fram Co-
rinth, to the charch-of Christ in Rome, and trans-
itted by Phebe, a gister remarkable for- her piety,
and her serviees to. tire church of Cenchrea, of
‘whieh' she-was a-member,-in the year 58.. .. .

- After “an ‘affectionate salutation, wn which he
magnifies his own holy and extraordinary office, the
" Apostolate, he-exhibits the righteousness of God, re-
quiring that wras be revealed Jram heaver against
all angodtmess and unrig lzteou:nm of men I By

* Rom. ii. 18. 17—29.

t Rom. iil. 28.  See also Mich. lnt vol 4. page%
¢ Chap. i. 17, 18, ' .
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an ample induction of facts, and- with arguments of
conclusive power, he proves both Jews and Gentiles
that they are all under sin; that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world become guilty bejore
God*. DBy an inference necessary fram these pre-
mises, by the decds of the law there shali no flesh be
Justijied, he prepares the way for a declaration of the
righteousness of God manitested in justifieation by
grace, through the- redemption that ts in Christ
Jesus. It is thus, and thus only, that God is just,
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesust.
Io the fourth chapter he illustrates, by an explanation
of the case of Abraham, the nature of faith, and justi-
fication by imputed righteousness ; and in the fifth,
he proceeds to a discussion of the benefts flowing
from justification. After enumerating a variety of
Gospel blessings, the apostle, in the 8th verse, di-
rects the Romans to the spring from whence the
system of grace, with all its invaluable blessings,
flow—the love of God manifested in the death of
Christ. ““ But God commendeth. his love towards
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” He then immediately states that the death
of Christ procures our reconciliation with God—
we were reconciled to God by the death of. his Son,
and declares the infallible certainty of the salvation
of all who are partakers of reconciliation—much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved. Upon
this footing believers have indeed cause to rejoice
in the Lord. The - apostle accordingly adds.in the
11th verse, e also joy in God through our Lerd
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the
Atonement. . S

The doctrine of the Atonement affords joy to be-
lievers, and is worthy of their attention.

® Rom. iii. 9. 19. t iii. 20~—36
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- Ks we propose to devote a series of Fssays under
this head to am elucidation of the doctring, it will
be necessaty, in this early stage of the discussion, to
inform our readers what 1deas we annex to the word
Atonewrent, as employed in a religious acceptation.
Correct definitions of the expressions employed in
designation of any important subject, are recom-
mended no dess by the nature of the case itself, than

the ‘best writers on the art of réasoning. We
apprehernd ulso, that in order to comprehend what we
shall hereafter. offer in proofof the fact, that Christ
has wiade atonement for sm,' and in illustration of
s nature and extent; recourse must be frequently
bad to-the definition which shall now be glven of the
srm i which we express ‘the doctrine. -

- By the Atonemént we mear, @

- That - which effectually  removes the oﬁ'ence of
#n, and procures for' the smnes‘ reconcnl:anén wnth
G Od . Lo gl .

- The common scwptnnon of !he word Atonement
certamly 'supperts-this definition.: It is umformly
employed' to signify adequate reparation for- an in-
sult or an njory,"ih order to restore' to friendship
parties’ at . variatce. - It occurs only once in the
striptures: of the New Testament, and that is in the
text which'stands at the fiead of this Estay. Rasarnayr,
s the Greek word: whieh s ‘thus rendered. The
translators were donstrained by the natare of the sub-
ject, to:tender it; in'évery other ihstance in which
1t - oceurs; by - the- Enghsh ‘word-—Reconciliation,
instead of Atonement¥. * This is exemplified: in the
verse which: precedes the’ text under review, and
which forms with it one argument. The corres--
ponding verb and pamcnple are used in that verse,

% 2.Cor. v. 18, 19. Rom.xi. 15.
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and translated —Reconciled. For if when we were
enemies, we were reconciled, (Ramaraywun *,) tor
God by the death of his Son, much more being re-
eonciled, (Karamrayory, ®.) we shall be saved by his
life. And not only so, but we joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomn we have now re-
ceived the atoneroent, (kerarraym 1. ) .

From this passage it appears, that reconahatxon
with God, and eternal salvation, are inseparably con-
nccted ; and that both are of equal extent with
atonement in the New Testament acceptation of
that word. It also appears, how little is their
acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures who make a
separation between atonement and reconciliation, by
aswvmn;_, to the one a different extent from that
which is assizned to the other. Such separation is
grossly absurd. God is merciful and just. An ade-
quate atonement cannot, theretore, possibly fail of
producing reconciliation with him.

The Old Testament acceptation of the word—
Atonement, also supports our definition.

The Hebrew word is w>.  This root signifies to
cocer, as the primary idea, and from it are derived
the Saxon coffre, the French couvert, as well as the
English coffer and cover. The Hebrew caper or
copher, is first applied to the pitch which covered
the ark of Noah, and secured it from danger by
water, Gen. vi. 14. It denotes also Hoar-frost,
which cozers the ground, Exod. xvi. 14.—The Cy-
press, or Camphire tree, which covers from the heat
by its shade, Song. i. 14.—A covered how! or bason,
Dcut. xiv. 26.—The young Lion just forsaking his
covert, Jer. xxv. 38.—And a small zilluge, s a
covert or retired place in the country. Josh. xviii. 24.

* Atoned for. " 4 Reconciliation.
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bw is. the word, .also, for the mercy-seat, or the
cover of the ark of the covepant, Exod. xxv. 17,
which i3 rendered by the Septuagint, rsmus. Upon
this mercy-seat.of pure gold, God dwelt in the She-
kinah, and from it he communed with bis covenant
people from between the Cherubim, as a reconciled
God. The apostle Paul explains this mystery.
Jesus ‘Christ is the mercy-seat in whom God is re-
conciled. Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath set forth
to be a propitiation, (bameer,) through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the Pemission
zﬁ sins. In Christ we have the w3, the propitiation,
the atonement for the remission of sins. }l)'o cover
sin, is, therefore, to pardon it—to remove the of-
fence far.reconciligtion. Blessed is he whose trans-
gressien_ is. fargiven, whose sin is covered. Psalm
xxxii, 1. . , , ,

. The Hebrew word, in all instances in which it is
applied to denote the effect produced by the pia-
cular oblations required by the law, and in which
our translators render it by the word—Atonement,
bears . its prim signiﬁca_tion to cover, in a moral
acceptation *. . It signifies covering the offencé of
sia for the .purpose of establishing a perfect recon-
ciliation. %hé verb is, accordingly, translated to
make Atonement, Exod, xxx. 15, to make Reconci-
Uation, Lev. viii. 14, to appease, Gen, xxxii. 20, to
be merciful, Deut. x3i. 8, and to_forgive, Jer. xviii.
'2S.  And the noun is rendered Ransom, Exod.
.xxx. 12, Satisfaction, Num. xxxv. 31, and Atone-
‘ment, Exod. xxix. Sé o

As we are convinced that’ important results in the

investigation of Scripture doctrines depend on this
critigism, we deem it proper further to add, that

* Num, xxix. 11. Lev. i. 4. and v. 6. &c. &kc.
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this idea is included in every application of this -werd
to the moral relations of man with man. The persom
ahose ox bad, through neglect, killed a man or we-
780, was penmtted by the law of Moses to. redeem
his life by a sum of money. This sum covered the
transgression, and established friendship. It was
called w>. Exod. xxi. 30.

. The punishment of a murderer, was, io no ouc,
to ‘be remitted. Nothing therefore could remeove
his offence, or reconcile society to him. Ye shall
take no satisfaction, (copher,) for the life of & mur
derer *. Even a bribe which by corrupting a judge,
covers transgression, is called by the same name t.

From this examination it abundaatly appears, that
the Scriptures of the Old Testament support our
definition ; that Atonement is but another name for
Satisfaction, Propitiation, or Redemption ; and that
it is mseparable from Reconciliation, the forgive-
ness of sin, or a pamclpanon in the mercy: and.
friendship of God.

* Num. xxxv. 31. t 1 Sam. xi. 5.

—--61"!!”’0“”“"6‘»

FROM THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR.
' ANELDOTE

IT is much to be regretted that the works of the
illustrious Calvin are so little read in the present
day. Every person who is acquainted with the
writings of our most eminent reformers, both ip
Emland and Scotland, such as Hooker, Cranmer,
I\nox, &c. knows that no man was hcld in higher



dnoedote. - 'Y

‘estimation by those distinguished characters than
John Calvin, and no human compositions were more
read and admired by them than his.~Nor was it
only by persons of the abdve description that Cal-
vin's writings were estcemed. The depth and in-
genuity of his thoughts, the strength and accuracy
of his reasoning, and the purity and elegance of his
diction, have led many who hed no relish for
Geospel to peruse his works. - S

The celebrated infidel, Lord Bolingbroke, was a
vemarkable instance of  this ; and the following anec-
dote, in proof of it, may be depended on. One day
a Clergyman of his Lordship’s acquaintance, (Mr.
€——b, who died Vicar of ga.ttersea,) happened to
@all for him, when he was reading in Calvin's Insti-
sotes. “ You have found we,” said his Lordship,
# reading John Calvin. He was indeed a wan of
% great parts, prefound sense, and vast learning. le
« handles the doctrines. of grace in & very masterly
« manper.”—* Doctrines of grace ! replied the
Clergyman, * the doctrines of grace have set all
* mankind together by the ears.” “ I am surprised
« to hear you say so,” answered Lord Bolingbroke,
* you who profess to believe and to preach Christi-
* anity. Those doctrines are certainly the doctrines
¢ of the Bible: and, if I believed the Bible, I must
* believe zhem. And, let me seriously tell you,
< that I think the greatest miracle in the world is,
< the subsistence of Christianity, and its continued
* preservation as a religion, when the preaching of
* §t is committed to the care of such unchristian
% gentlemen as you.” S

Y

Yor. III.—Ne. L F
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
| el ¢ E——
STATE OF RELIGION IN HOLLAND IN 1806.

—

BY the new Constitution, (the regal,) every religious
gect is equal in the eye of the law ; and their respective
ministers are all equally cxcluded from any of the func-
tions dcpendent on the government.  The provincial
Synods are 9 in number, forming a total of 53 classes, to
which are attached 1370 preachers.  The Roman Catho-
lics have 300 churches, which are attended by 400 priests,
without including the conquered countries. The Armi-
nians are spread throughout the provinces of Gueldes-
land, Holland, Utrecht,and Fricsland This society con-
sists of 34 communitics, at the head of which are 43
preachers. The other sects chiefly tolerated in Holland,
are the Luthcrans, the Anabaptists, the Moravian breth-
ren, distinguished by the name of the Evangelical Fra-
ternity ; the Grecks, Armenian Christians, Quakers, and
the Jews. Of all the states in Europe, Holland is the
one where the Jews have for a long time back been ad-
mitted to a civil cxistence.  They are divided, as else-
where, into German and Portugucse Jews. The latter
are the richest: their manners are more polished, and
they are furthcer removed than the Germans, from the
vices and custors with which this nation is reproached
in certain parts of Europe. By a decree, passed in 1796,
the Jews, like the Catholics, have acquired certain poli-
tical rights. Amsterdam owes a great part of its flou-
rishing situation to the Portuguesc Jews: they are look-
ed upon as the most enlightencd of the Israelites. Sketches
of Iolland, under King Louis Napoleon, 1800, contained im
the Monthly Magazine, Ap. 1809.
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DOMESTIC.
AN

STA"‘E OF RELIGION

WIT!H)I ‘llll BOUNDS OF THE

L4

SYNOD OF NEW-YORK, AND NEW-JERSEY,
OCTOBER, 1809.

The Synod, having hecard from each of their members
a detailed account of the state of religion within their
bounds, find, that although there are some things that
give just cause for mutnal congratulations and unfeigned
gatuude to Almighty God, yet there are others that call

r mourning and deep hum:hauon.

Throughout our hounds there appears to be an increas-
ing attention to that important part of ministerial duty,
the catechetical instruction of children. The ordinances
of the gospel have becn in general well attended during
the past year ; and some of our-congregations have expe-
rienced times of refreshing from the presence of the
Lord. ‘A pleasing revival of religion has taken place in
the county of Suffolk, on Long-Island. The revival here
has progressed with great silence, and generally free from
every appearance of extravagance. Although this revival
has not been confined to persons of any particular age or
condition in life, yet it is worthy of remark, that a more
than usual number of aged persoms have become the sub-
Jjects of it;—in some instances, persons hetween eighty
and ninety years of age, have been awakened and hope-
fully converted. Many of the black _people also, have
been made the subjects of this work; and it appears,
that more than three hundred Ppersons have been added to
the church in the year past, in congregations under the
jurisdiction of the Preshytery of Long-lsland, in the coun-

"ty of Suffolk. The effects of this revival have been ap-
parent in checking the progress of vice and immorahty,
and in a more strict and conscientious observation of the
Sabhath day.

The revival of rchwnon that heretofore has taken place
within the bounds of the Presbytery of New-York, ap-
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pears to havé been on the decline in the year past. The
Synod, however, are happy in having it in their power to
state, that there have been very few instances of apostasy
among those who were the sebjects of this revival, and -
that the young people who have been received into the
church, are in general zealously engazed in the duties of
relizion. Many Praying Societies still exist, and in gen-.
eral are well attended. And the happy effects of these.
revivals, on the rcligious and moral character of society,
app:ar to be abiding. .

The Synod, hewever, have reasen to lament, that in
many places within their bounds, immorality ead vice
appear to be rising to-an alarming height. Profane sweat-.
ing, intemperance, and an awful profanation of the Saha
bath day, by worldly labour, visiting from place to place,
going on parties of pleasure, travelling on journies, and
the driving of stages, in violation of both the divine and.
human laws, are such great and growing evils, that the
Synud feel themselves imperiously called upon to lament.
them; and to urge the members of their churches to exert
‘themselvesby all prudent means to prevent their contina-
ance. Howlamentable ! that in places where the licht of
€he gospel shines with peculiar brightness, any should be
found hardy eneugh to despise the goodness of God, and:
by a wilful violation of his holy laws, expose themselves:
to his just displeasure, both here and hereafter, .

The Synod sccommend to -all the members of their
churches, diligence and perseverance in the discharge of:
all religious duties. Let them stand clothed with the.
gospel armour, opposing with fortitude every evil work;
et them be diligent in redeeming ¢he time, because the
days are evil ; and let them shine as lights in the world,
that others, secing their good werks, may glorify their.
heavenly Father.

We have only to add our fefvent prayer, that the Spi-
vit of the Iord may lift up a standard against the enemy ;-
that the great Head of the Church would revive his own-
work; and that the knowledge of a erucified Savieur
may soon spread through every kindred and tongue, unil
the whole earth be filled with his glory. Ausy.

LI
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.77 «o -+ BIBLE SOCIETIES. :
r We have observed with much pleasure, that the atten-
ton of some parts of the religious community in this
country, has, of late, been employed in the establishment-
of Bible Societies: Within the last thirteen menths,
three societies of this kind have been instituted in three
different States. We would do all in our power to che-
tbh and promote a'wpirit which promises to extend te the-
bearts of the poor, the Gespel of Life. On this account
we omit our Missionary intelligence for this mumber, to
make room for a short sketch of what progress Bible 8o-
deties have mede in this country, and also for abstracts
of the fourth and fifth Reports of the British and Foreign
. We are sorry that our ewn oountry furmnishes us with se'
few materials. But we hope no one will despise the day
of saxaM things. Our commeneement is certainly is-
e, and we hope that the steady and feithful perseve-
nnce of those who bave already entered this path of du-
#¥%, will soon command the assistance of many followers.
In the month of December, 1808, a Bible Seciety was'
instituted in Philadelphia, and at its meeting on the 1s
May, 1809, reported—That, at that time, the managers
‘hed purehased 1300 English Bibles, 300 English New
Testaments, 500 German New Testaments, and bad dis-
tributed nemrly the whole of them—that on aceount of-
the diffculty of executing an edition of the German Bible
# this country, they had disected that 360 copies, and
a many of the New Testament, should be imported from
Germany, as soon as intercourse with Europe should be
msiored; and that 300 French, 100 ‘Welsh, and 5@
Gzelie Bibles, tegether with 50 English N. Testaments,
of a lamge type, should be imported from London as soon
&s possible, . '
In May, 1809, a Bjble Society was formed in Connec-
ticur; but we have not yet heard what progress it has
made, - ' ' ' o ‘
- In December, 1809, The New-York Bible Society was
ins'ituted ; of which the following is the Constitution :
1. All copies of the Scriptures, distributed or published
by this Society, shall be without notes, and of the
version in commpop use among Protestants, in whose
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languages, respectively, it may be deemed useful to
distribute or publish them.

Q. Persous of every. denomination may become members.

3. Every membershall pay five dollars at the time of
subscribing the Constitution, and three dollars every
year aitcrwards. Every person who shall pay fifvy
dollars in any single payment, shall he a member du-
ring life, without any further contribution. - .

4. The business of the Society shall be conducted by
twenty-four Managers, viz. a President, two Vice-Pre-
sidents, two Sccrewrics, a Treasurer, and eighteen
others, who shall, after the first elcction, be chosen

. annually by ballot, by the members present, on the
first Monday in December. Seven of the manacers
shall be a quoram for the transaction of all business,
except the appropriation of money above the sum of
two -hundred dollurs, when thirteen shall be necessary ;
in either case, the president, or one of the vice-pre-
sidents and one of the secretarics, shall be of the quor
rum. They shall make by-laws for regulating the bu-
siness of the Society; carry on its necessary corres-
pondence ; and lay before the Society, at the annual
meeting, an account of their transactions during the
preceding year.

8. A special meeting may be called at any time by the
President, at his own pleasure, or at the request of any
three members.

6. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made with-
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
present.

Officers and Managers for the present year.

Rev. Dr. Livixostox, President, NO. STOUTENBURGHE,
Rev. Dr. Masox, Ist V. President, | RoserT GosMax,
Rev. Mr. Pagkixsoxn, 2d Do. J. I. MaroarUN,
Rev: Dr. MiLLER, C Divie BETHUNE,
Rev. Dr. M« Leon, } Secretaries, Davip GevsToy,
D. L. Doncg, Treasurer. ' Joux R, MvuRRay,
Managers. Joux P, Mraroro,
Rev. Dr. MiLLEDOLER, Zacuariag Lewis, -
Rev. Dr. Roxevx, . LEoNARD BLEECKER,
Rev. Mr. WiLLiAMs, Axvrew Girrorp,
Rev. Mr. Macrary, Hexry RurgeRs,
Rev. Mr., Taarcuzs, Joux Miris.

EBrisua Cort, -
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ABSTRACT OF THE FOURTH REPORT

OF THE o
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

IN the last report, the committee noticed the pleasing
effects produced on the continent by this society, not-
withstanding the war. They have since been gratified
with information, that the Bible Society at Basle was la-
bouring with assiduity in the printing, both of the Old
and New Testament. They have also learnt that a ¢on-
siderable addition to the funds of that society was ex-
pected. At Berlin, netwithstanding the prevalence of
Eeneml distress, and the pressure of extreme poverty, the

fty-sixth shect of the Bohemian Bible was printed in
May, 1807. The total interruption of all correspondence
with the continent, since that time, has deprived the
eommittee of any further information either from Basle
or Berlin, or from Petershurgh or Esthonia. Nearly the
whole edition of the Icelandic version of the New Tes-
tament, consisting of 5000 copies, of which 2000 were
printed at the Society’s expense, was dispatched to Ice-
1and in the spring of last year, and consigned to persons
who would fcel themselves deeply interested in the pro-
per distribution of it. The state of Iceland renders this
intelligence particularly interesting; the Scriptures are
highly esteemed by the common people there, and are
xead whenever they can be obtained, in their domestic
worship, in preference to all other books; but copies had
become_ so scarce, that they could not be purchased at
amy price. The 500 copies of the New Testament, in-
tended for the bishop of that island, were detained for a
wvessel destined for the place of his residence, and were
in Copenhagen during the bombardment, but escaped
the flames which destroyed the greatest part of the build-
ing in which they were deposited. The intention of
the committee to promote an edition of the entire Scrip-
tures’ in Icelandic, has heen suspended by the war he-
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tween this country and Denmark. The society, its ob-
Jject, and operations, have at the same time, the cordial
approbation of the Danish Society for promoting the
gospel, and of that established at Stockholm, pro Fide et
Christianismo. And this aflords the hope of their co-
epctation whemever peace shall be restored. -

The Committee have received several communications
relative to the translating and printing of the Scriptures
in the Calmuck dialect. From these it appears, that a
8mall portion of the Scriptures had beea translated into
that dialect by some ministers of the United Brethren at
Sarepta; the proper for printing it could be pro-~
curcd at a moderate c at Petershurgh ; and that no-
thing was wanting but the assistance of the Society to
promote this work. The committee have granted the
sum reguired for proouring types, being about sisty
pounds ; and have recommended to the ministers to pro-
ceed in translating entire books of the New Testament,
promising further assistance in proportien to their pre~

gress.

The 400 Bibles and 300 Testaments sent from Halle
for the use of the German colonies on the Wolga, asriv-
ed safe at Petersburgh ; and the emperor of Russia has
graciowsly exempted them from the heavy duty oa the
importation of bound books. The commuuication of this
intended supply was received on the Wolga with the
most lively demonstrations of joy and gratitude both by
ministers and peaple.

The 500 eopies of the Gospel of St. John in the Mo-
hawk language have been received by the Mohawks,
with grateful acknowledgments ; and the committee have
directed 500 copies more to be sent to captain Norton,
‘with a recommendation to him to proceed in co i
the translation of the New Testament in the Mohawk
language.

The committee have it under consideration to print
an edition of the Tamulian * version of thc Scriptares ;.
and they have sent to Bengal 500 Bibles and 1000 Tes-

“taments, for sale or gratuitous distribution to the axmg

L[] Orhevr . . .
Tntinn e "amulian is the language spoken in the southern perts off tUe
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and navy, uud other poor Europeans. They have also -

resolved that 250 German Bibles and 500 German New
Testaments, be seut from Halle to the German mission-
aries in India for the like purpose. They have dispatch-
ed 700 copies of the New Testament in Spanish to Gib-

_ aaltar, for distribution among the Spaniards. The com-
mittee have reason to believe they would be received,
as they have information that 600 Spanish Testaments,
that had been transmitted to Monte Video, had been
-sought for with avidity by the inhabitants of that coun-
try ¥, A large supply of English Bibles and New Testa-
meunts has becu sent to Gibraltar for the use of the garri-
son. Three hundred Testaments have been dispatched

- 4o Siewa Leone and.Goree ; and a much larger number
consigned to the care of the Rev. Mr. Marsden, for the
benefit of the coavicts in New South Wales. S.D.
Street, Esq. senior Master in Chancery for the province
of New-Brunswick, has taken charge of a number of Bj-
bles and New Testaments for that province, where they
were much wanted.

The printing of an edition of the Scriptures in Arahic,
and of the New Testament in modern Greek, has engaged
the attention-of the committee.

The editions of the Seriptures in Welsh and Gaelie
have been complcted. Applications have been already
-received for more than half the impression; and the
whole will probably be called for. Five hundred Gaclic
Bibles, aad 800 New Testaments, have been sent to Nova

® Estract of a lefter from Monte Video, dated September 3, 1807 —
¢¢ 1 have lately enjoyed very great fucilities, for the distribution of the
_New Testaments. I have within the last month distributed upwards
©f 200, all which are spread about, and many of them leagues up the
country. 1 could easily have disroted of many more, had 1 possessed
them, as almost every customer for the last three weeks made a point
of asking for a ¢ Biblita.”” Even Pricsts have come for them; and
e so far as to recommend them to Spaniards as good and fair copies
in my hearing. Onc of these has paid me several visits ; one of which,
o8 & Ssbbath morning, occupied a considerable portion of time, in dis-
eoursing on this work, and religious subjects in general. He stated
that this was the only copy of the Scriptures in the Spanish tongue ex-
tant in Monte Video or thie surrounding continent ; and that upon
rgiving it an examination by the Latin, he found it a pure and correct
copy of the ancient text, without any reference made to catholic ques-
sions : This surprised him not a little.”

Vol. I11.—No. 1. G
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Scotia and Canada for sale, or gratuitous distribution
among the poor Highlanders in that part of the world.

The committee, since their last report, have received
information which has induced them to suspend all
measures with a view to an cdition of the Scriptures in
Irish. They have, however, granted a further 1&1)13’ of
English Tesiaments and Bibles to seventy-four flourish-
ing Sunday schools in Irelaud, consisting of about 4000
scholars, who were in much waut of them,at half the
cost prices. They have also given a member of this so-
ciety 1000 New Testrmeuts for distribution in Ireland 3
and have voted a supply to a Roman Cathotlic school in
the same country.

The committee have sincere gratification in reporting,
that The Dublin Bible Society, (now The Hiberwian Bible
Society,) has received considerable patronage; and they
have endeavoured to promote its object by a domation of
100Z. Another Bible Society has bcen formed at Coxk,
under the presidency of the diocesan of that county;
which a donation of 100 /. has also boen presented.

Seven thousand copies of the French Testament, have
been voted to the French prisoners of war. The German
soldiers and poor natives of Germany, in different parts of

and Ireland, have been amply supplied ; seve-
ral copies of the Scriptures have been seut to the suffes-
ers by the fire at Chudleigh in Devonshire ; ian addition
has been made to the foruier donations of the Scriptures
to the prisoners in Newgate and other jails; a supply bas
been sent for the use of numerous female convicts sailing
to New South Wales ; and a grant has been made to the
Refuge for the Destitute. :

The society has reccived during the last year the same
liberal support as formerly. The coutributions from
Scotland’ have becen very ample. The association. in
London for contributing to its funds, have continued
their active exertions with increased eflect. And the
augmentation from congregational collections, and from
the liberaliiy of individuals, has been considerable. The
names of the Archbishop of Cashel, and of Lord Headlcy,
are added to the vico-nresidents of the society.

The accession of valuuhle books to the library of the

Society, has bcen considerable ; and, by the continuance




Religious Intelligence.— Foreign. $i

of the same liberality, the cammittee trust that the socis
ety will in time possess a collection of the Scriptures in
various languages, as well as of other Riblical works,
whioch will prove of the greatest utility, not only to the
society in publishing the Scriptures, but to such of the
subscribers as may have occasion to consult them.

In consequence of the vast increase of the business of
the institution, the committee have found it necessary to
wake a fresh arrangement with respect to their deposito-
xy, which is now placed under the charge of a booksel-
ler, Mr. Leonard Benton Seely, No. 169, Fleet-street, to
whom all future orders must be sent. Mr. Smwith conti.
nues to act as collector and accountant.

In clesing their report, the committee observe, ¢ that
she benefits of an institution which provides consolation
for the unhappy prisoners of war, the means of comfort
and reformation for the victims of the laws of their coun-
try, and of moral and religious improvement to thousands
of their fellow-creatures in so many parts of the world,
eannot be too highly estimated. The weight of this last
" obeervation will be sensibly perceived, if we extend ouy

view to the effects produced by the example and encou-
ragement of the society in exciting an ardent zeal of coy
operation with its efforts both within and without the
united kingdom. Your committee lament that the pros.
pect of a most extensive circulation of the Scriptures on
the continent, which was opened to their view, should
for a time have been overcast; but they have the conso-
lation to kunow that the active exertions of the friends of
Christianity in Germany, Denmark, Prussia, Switzerland,
and other parts, have not entirely subsided; and that
they only wait the return of a more prosperous period to
resume them with redoubled vigour.

« On the whole, the committee look forward with anx-
iety to the day when « the deaf shall hear the words of
the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of ob-
scurity, and out of darkness.”

« Iu the mean time, blest as we are by the mercies of
providence, in an exemption from the calamities which

. have overwhelmed the nations of Europe, let the obser-
vation of a correspondent, « to do good whilst we have
the oppertunity, make its due impression upon us,” and
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stimulate our exertions to promote the object of our as-
sociation in the circulation of the Holy Secriptures, till
« all the ends of the world shall remember, and turn un-
to the Lord, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

—D} i | G

FIFTH KEPORT.

——SO—

Notwithstanding the unpropitious state of affairs on
the continent, the committee have still sufficient docu-
mounts thence, to prove the continuance of the deep in-
terest excited by the establishment of this society; and
of a zealous and successful co-operation in promoting its
great object.

A letter from the Bible Society at Basle, the only one
received, dated October, 1808, states, that the New Tes-
tament, which had becn printed with standing types, by
the assistance of the society, had reccived the fullest ap-
probation ; that the Old Testament would be completed
by the end of the year; that the demands for this Bible
were S0 numerous, as to exhaust the first impression ; and
that a second and third edition would be wanted. A
company of active Christians in Basle had determined to
print the New Testament, {or the benefit of the Grisons,
who have a peculiar dialect, in which scarcely a copy of
the Scriptures can now be procured, intending that it
should be gratuitously distributed, or sold cheap. They
had also supplied the Protestants in the interior of
France with. a number of French Bibles at rcduced pri-
ces; and the returns had enabled them to nudertake a
new edition of the French New .Tcstament. It was
their wish to have printed the whole Bible, had their
funds been sufficient. However, the supply of a set of
stereotype plates, now preparing by the committee for the
use of the society at Basle, will materially assist this de-
sirabie object. '

The printing of the Bohemian Bible at Berlin has been
completed, and its rapid circulation has greatly exceeded .
the expectations of the Berlin Bible Society. They
carnestly wish to he enabled to print the Seripturcs in
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the Polish dialect, but lament the insufficiency of their
fuuds, in consequence of the general and severe distress.
The committee have therefore cheerfully supplied for
this purpose the sum of 800/. The society at Berlin,
encourageéd by this grant, have increased their impres-
sion to 8,000 copies of the Polish Bible entire, and 2 000 :
extra New Testaments.

A new association has been formed at Stockholm; un-
der the sanction of the king and privy council, called the
¢« Evangelical Socicty.” One of its objects, for which
there is a distinct and separate fund, is the circulation of
the Scriptures. - The poorer classes in Sweden were in
great want of Bibles: and this society proposed to print
an cdition of the Scriptures in the Swedish language ;
bat the smallness of their means obliged them to confine
themselves to the New Testament. The committee have
voted 300/. in aid of their fund, for the express purpose
of pnmmg the Swedish Bible on standing types.
¢ The ministers of the United Brethren at Sarepta, en-
couraged by the grant of 600 rables, and a promise of
further assistance, had commenced the translation of St.
Matthew’s Gospel into the Calmuc language; and it is
expected that they will not desist till they have com-
pleted the New Testament.

Nothing more strongly marks the general approbation
of the society, and the beneficial influence of its example,
than the establishment of similar societies in distant
parts of the glohe. A Bible Society has been formed in
Philadelphia, for the purpose of distributing the Scrip-
tures in Pennsylvania, and in the contiguous states ; and
with the hope of producing similar establishments
thmughout the several states in the American Union.
The assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Society
being urgently solicited, the committee voted 200¢. and
intimated that their aid would be enlarged, in propomon
as the Philadelphia Society extended the sphere of its
operations. That society had begun to order a supply of
Bibles and Testaments for distribution, in Wesh, Gaelic,
French, and German; and, as these could not be had
within the United Statm, the committee hav e furnished
them at the cost prices.

The intelligence of the supplies granted for the pur-
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pose of aiding translations and pablications of the Scrip-
tures in the various dialects of the East, arrived most op-
portunely in Bengal. It was intended to appropriate
them to the expense of proparing agpd printing editions
of the Gospel in Malayalim, Chinese, Persian, Hindos-
tanee, Bengalee, Mahratta, and Samscrit. Of these, some
had issued from the press at Serampore ; others are print-
ing; and all are in a state of preparation. Works of
such magnitude could not be undertaken without a very
considerable expense. The committee therefore have
resolved to appropriate, for three years, an annual sum of
1,000.. to this important object. The supply of 500
English Bibles, and 1000 English Testaments, sent to
India, had proved most acceptable; as several of the
chaplains in Bengal had expended large sums in provid-
ing Bibles and Testaments for the British soldiery, and
other Europeans there. The committee have therefore
renewed this grant.

It has been the object of the committee, not only to
supply the want of the Scriptures, whenever it has been
stated to exist, but to provide new editions whemever
they could foresee the probability of their doing it to ad-
vantage, as faras a prudent management of the funds of
the society would admit. Editions of the New Testa-
ment in Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian, have therefore
been published ; and other editions in Dutch, Danish,
and modern Greek, are now in the press. .

Some remarkable instances were noticed in the Third
and Fourth Reports, of the readiness of the Spaniards to
reccive copies of the New Testament. The accidental
arrival of a Spanish frigate, during the course of last
year, aflorded a proof no less gratifying, of the same dis-
position. The earnestness with which the crew solicited
copies, the joy expressed in receiving them, and their
immediate perusal of them, proved the high value they
set on the gift. Several of the officers, and about 300 of
‘the men, were present ; and the priest of the frigate him-
self accepted two copics for his ownusc,and recommended
the perusal of them. The number of Spanish Testaments
distributed to the prisoners of that nation, previous to their
return to Spain, and most gratefully received, was 775.

As to the Italian New Testament, the committee are
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assured it may be beveficially distributed in Malta, Si-
cily, and Italy, and 500 copies have already been sent
to a respectable correspondent at Malta.

The object of printing Dutch and Danish New Testa-
ments, was to supply the prisoners of war of these coun-
tries, and the Danish and Dutch colonies, now under our
goverament. For the immediate supply of the Dutch
prisoners, the committee purchased a number of Bibles
and Testaments alreedy printed.

‘The number of Portuguese in this country, and the fa-
cilities for communication with Portugal and the Portu-
guese eolonies, have led to the printing of the New Tes-
tament in that language.

. As to the New Testament in modern Greek, the pros-
peot of an extensive circulation of it is very encouraging,
particularly amosg the Greeks dispersed throughout the
Turkish empire, and a large population of the same peo-
ple at Smyrna, amounting to fifty or sixty thousand fami-
lies, amongst whom scarcely a single copy of the New
Testament was to be found. This work will have the
oorrespondent original text in parallel columns.

- Measures are taken for printing, in the north of Swe-
den, 5,000 copies of the New Testament in the Lapland
language.

A considerable number of Bibles and Testaments,
sent to the German colonies on the Wolga, were received
with joy and gratitude. They were given, free of all
expense, to those only among the poor who could read.
A further supply of Bibles and Testaments has since
been sent from Halle to the same quarter.

The types and paper presented by the society to the
missionaries at Karass, for an edition of the Scriptures in
Turkish, have reached the place of their destination, not-
withstanding the war.

Besides this, a great many copies of the Scriptures
have been sent for sale, or gratuitous distribution, to the
East Indies, the Mediterranean, Quebec, Halifax, Prince
Fdward’s Istand, the West Indies, the Spanish Main, Gib-
maltar, the Cape of Good Hope, Madcira, and Stockholm.

The committee purchased a number of New Testa~
ments for the refugees from Finland at Stockholm, whick,
were received by them with «indescribable joy.”
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Since the last report, another large edition of the Welsh
Testament has been printed. Biblesand New Testaments,
in English, have been seut to the Isle of Mau, for sale at
reduced prices, for the accommodation of the poor; and
Lkave becn given largely within the United Kingdom-
among prisouers of war, convicts, &¢. The Naval and
Military Bible Society, the Hibernian Bible Society, the
Cork Bible Society, and the Wigan Bible Socicty, (the
lattcr under the patronage of the Bishop of Chester,)
have been largely supplied with Bibles at the cost prices.
The London Female Penitentiary, and some schools,
have received aid in this way. Individuals have been
supplied with Bibles at the cost, or reduced prices, for
charitable distribution. The accominodation of prisons,
hospitals, and work-houses, has also engaged the atten-
tion of the comuittee, and has led to a corrcspondence
with the sheriffs of the dificrent couuties, and the ¢chap-
lains and gaolers of various prisons, who have paid a
gratifying attention to the applications of the committee.

An Auxiliary Bible Society has heen formed at Read-
ing, under the patronage of the Bishop of Salisbury, and
has been supported with a liberality aud union which
entitle its promoters to the respect and gratitude of the
parent institution. A similar Ausiliary Institution bas
been formed at Nottingham.

The funds of the Society have been cularged during
the year, by the great increase of annual subscriptions,
as well as by legacies aud donations.—T he congregations
in the conpexion of the late Rev. J. Wesley, have col-
lected to the amount of 1,278{.—The sum of 1,000/ three
per cent. consol. has been transferred to the society, by
Mirs. Ann Scott, relict of the late Rev. Jonathau Scott,
of Matlock. Upwards of 700/. have been received from
the Presbytery of Glasgow, being a collection made
through that Presbytery. The Reading Auxiliary Soci-
ety has alreddy raiscd a considerable sum. A Bible So-
ciety, instituted at Greenock, has presented a donation of
fifty guineas. A fourth donation of 90/ has been receiv-
ed from the Association in London for aiding the institu-
tion. A second contribution, amounting to 18!/ has
been made by the teachers and children of the Holburn
Sunday School, who have agreed to appropriate a smali
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weekly donation in ald of the socfety. And various le-
gacies have been bequeathed to the society in the course
of the year. Thereis also a prospect of further addi-
tions to the funds by the active zcal of its friends in
Scotland. The Presbytery of Glasgow have unanimous-
ly appointed an amnual collection to be made at all the
charches and chapels within their bounds. The Presby-
tery of Paisley have unanimously adopted a similar reso-
lution. The committec nevertheless wish to guard against
an impression, that the funds of the society are more than
te to its exigencies.

The liberality of individuals has made a very valuable’
addition to the library of the society. S

The committee conclude with expressing their confi-
dence, that the liberal support, which has enabled the
society to make such exertions, will still be continued.
Every annual report has verified the prospects held out of
the increasing utility of the institution. Its example
still continues to stimulate zeal, and to éxcite emulation;
and when the editions of the Scriptures now in the press,
shall be completed, they will, directly or mediately, have
produced or assisted in producing, editions of the Bible,
either in whole or in part, in not less than twenty-six
languages and dialects. The field for exertion is still
ample; and the society will not cansider it exhausted,
while the inhabitants of any part of the globe are in
want of its assistance.

¢« The Gospel of Salvation,” adds the Report, # was a
free, unmerited boon to mankind ; let us therefore rejoice,
that, under Providence, we are become the honoured in:
struments of its dispersion. It must be most gratifying to
the members of the society, to receive applications for its
aid and support, dictated by a spirit of Christian confi-
dence and unity, from their fellow-labourers in the same
cause, di through various parts of the world : but
it is stilt more gratifying to possess the disposition to
comply with them, and the means of indulging that dispo-
sition to the most liberal extent. Let us therefore hope,
that neither will ever be wanting. Five years only have
elapsed, since the British and Foreign Bible Society was
established ; and, during that period, the calamities of
war, from which providence has mercifully protected
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our country, have been more or less felt in every king-
dom of the continent. But these calamities, even when
they have operated with the greatest pressure, have not
been able to extinguish that zeal, which the society had
either kindled, or promoted, for the circulation of the
Holy Scriptures: insomuch that its institution has bhe-
.come a central point of union for individuals and socie-
ties animated with the same spirit, however variously
circumstanced, or widely dispersed. Like acity setan a
.hill, it has become conspicuous; and the rays of light
which have flowed from it, have been reflected with un-
diminished lustre. What success may attend its opera-
tions, for improving the religious and moral state of man-
kind, cannot be ascertained. For surely it may be per-
nitted to. hope, that the blessing of God will not be
wanting to an istitution, which has for its single object,
to promote his glory by the circulation of the Holy
Scriptures; nar its endeavours in this line of duty be
unattended with correspondent success. At present. the
members of the society may be allowed to enjoy the
gratification of knowing, that it has been the instrument
of communicating the words of eternal life to cottages
and prisons, to. kindred and aliens, to the poor and the
afflicted in our own and foreign countries; and that,
through its means, the people which sat in darkness
have seen a great light, and to them which sat in the sha-
dow of death, light is sprung up.

« Many tracts are yet unexplored; and it may be ne-
cessary to retrace some which have been already pursued:
but, whatever the variety or extent of them may be, your
committee have the fullest reliance, that the zeal of the
friends of religion will supply means adequate to increas-
ing exigencies. Nor can any inducement be wanting to
those who remember the words of the Prophet, peculiar-
ly styled Evangelical :—¢ How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace, that bringeth the good tidings of gooxl,
that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion,~Thy
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