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ADVERT"I/SEMENT.

s T HE fubjé of the ex}’i‘ufhg Sermon,

- was afligned by the Affociate Pref=
bytery ; agreeable to their plan of appoin-
ting members to preach by turns, on fuch-
fubjects as are deemed neceflary to throw
light on ¢ the prefent truth.’

THEY muft be ftrangers indeed i in

. our Ifracl; who know not that finging the

Pfalms of David in Chriftian worfhip, is
mot only now difputed, but warmly op-
pofed by many in the Britifh Dominions.

- 'This Sermon makes its appearance in

the wor]d at the defire of the members of

the faid Prefbytery, and of fome other per-_
{ons whom the Author 1s bound to zegard. -

The peculiar nature of the {fubject, will |
fufliciently appologize for the uncommon

", “number of quotations, and notes.

If the glory of Immanuel and the in-

 terefts of His Caufe, are hereby, in any

‘degree promoted, all is gained, that is
wilhed for, by the AUT HOR

Ié? v i ) it C :



© -+ Covos.iil 16,

“ Lct rhe wordof CHR IS T dwell in you ucbly n

all wifdom ; teaching and admonithing one another

in Pfalms, and Hymns, and fpiritual Songs, fing-

ing with Graee in yom‘ Hearts tothe LOR D.”
My Brethrett,

O U need not be informed tbat this Rcverend
 Prefbytery have apppomted me to exhibit on
this occafion, the propriety of finging the -

- Pfalms of David in Chriftian worfhip. A fubje& truly
. interefting, and far furpaffing our abilities to manage

properly. Confcicus of this, we venture-on it with a, .

. trembling heart, but dcﬁung to look to the LORD,

that he may fend forth * the Spirit of truth, to g,mde .
¢ us into all truth.”

" The grand fcope of the Apeﬂle Paul, in this letter
ta the churchof Coloffe, is'to alarm her, of the daoger
{ke was in from the Jewith zcalets, (who prefled whe
neceflity of ‘her obferving the ceremonial law,) and to
prevent Fer being tainted, with a mixture of Gentile
philofophy. Tho’ Paul had pot the honour of planting
this'church, (1his being conferred on Epaphras) yet he
thews his conccrn about her, by addrefling her in rhis
epiflle; for, “he had daily the care of all the churches
upon him.’ He is now a priloner at Rome, bur for-
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‘gets not the churches of God: He not only prays for
them, but fends unto them letters.” What {ome ob-

- {ferveof the Plalms of David, that fuch of them as were

wrote in the wildernefs, have a peculiar fweetpefs in
them ; may- be applied to Paul’s epifties, that fuch of
them™as he wrote 1a prifon, are the moft remarkable.

In this epiftle we have the preface and the body of -
3t, The preface lics from the beginning to the twelfth
verfe of the firft chapter; then follows the body or fub-.
ftance of ity which is both doétrinal and pradtical.--s

- 'We have fundry pratical du'e&xons given us in the
- preceding context. We are exhorted to heavenly-.

mindednefs, in verfes 1,---5. to mortification of fin in

the various inftances of it, verfes §,-- 12, to brotherly

love, verfe 15. to be fubjcé't to the peace of God, verfe

15. and in our text to a wife improvement of the word

of Chrift. ¢ Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly -

¢ in all wifdom ; teaching and admonithing one another
¢ in pfalms and bymns, and {piritnal fongs, ﬁngm g with
grace 1in your hearts to the Lord.’

Dln “the follow ing difcourle on which words, tbro -
tvine aid, 1 fhall,
1. Briefly thow ¢ how the word of Chrift smouLD
- ¢ dwell in us richly in all wildom.’
11 I {hall explain the way we are ta ¢ evidence th|s,
¢ (to wit) by teaching and admonifhing-one ano-
¢ ther in pfalms, and hymos, and fpisitual fongs.”
I, Tiluftrate the manner of %:rformmg this, by
¢ finging with grace in our heaits to the Lord.’

IV. 1 thall make fome ¢ pra&lcal improvement’ of
the whoaz.

L1 fha]l brxeﬂy (how ¢ how the word of Chrift"
¢ sirovLp dwell in us richly in all wifdom.’ Hcre I

] (hall offer the fo!!owmg\obf«.rvauons. -

f
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. Firlt,- That the ¢ word of Chrift’ means the whole of
divine revelation. . This is called the ¢ word. of Chrift,’
becaule it wus either fpoken by himlelf immediately ia
his own perfon, or mediatelyin the mioiftry of the pro-
phets and apoltles, ¢ The prophefy came not in old
¢ time by the will of maa; but holy men of God fpake
¢ as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft,” 2 Pet. i. 21,

- The Old and New Teftaments are called the word of

Chrift, becaufe he is the fubjc& - matter of them all

the lincs of divine revelation centre in him, as the rays
1o the fun. ¢ Search the feriptures for in them ye think

¢ ye have efernal life, and they are they which teflify
¢ of me,” John v, 39. ¢ To'him gave all the prophets
¢ witnels, &c.’ A&ks x. 43, Itis in the feripture Chrift
cantiaues to fpeak to the church, and hence ¢ his name
is called, I'he word of God,’ Rev. xix. 13.
Secomrdly, That ¢ the word of Chrift’ fhould be our
¢ daiiy {tudy;’ for it fhould Dwell in us, The Greek

. word here, rendered Dwell, fignifies to* keep houle:?
. This thows that the word of Chrill thould not he likea -

¢ ftranger, or a way-faring man, that taketh vp his a-
¢ bode for a night,” but it fhould be a refiding gucft

© with us; we ought to be well acquainted with ir, as
we are with thofe of our own families. “But, alss! al-
“though ¢ God has written to us the great thicgs of his

¢ law, yet they are counted as ftrunge things,” Hol.
vii. 12. The facred oracies thould not dwell with us
as fervants-do, whom we order to obey us; this is the
entertainmeant they receive from thofe who force inter-
pretations on them to {upport their erroneous opinions

and deteftable practices, and thus ¢ wreft the lcriptures

to their own d:{ruction ;! bt thoy fhou'd dwell with
us as a mafter in his houle, and we as fervants, arz
from them to take direftion with refpzEt to the wholz
of our duty, ¢ Lhe word i a lamp. uato my fect, and

) A3 - “ealight
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" ¢alight unto my path,’ Pf, cxix. rcg. Many bave the
word of Chrift * dweiling with,” but not “in them; this-
is the cafe with thole who have Bibles in their houtes,
but do not read and fludy them. Let us hear with fo-
lemnity, the divine charge given uvs concerring the
word of Ctrift; ¢ And thefe werds which I command-
¢ thee this day fhall be in thine heart. And thou fhait
¢ teach them diligently doto thy childien, and thou
¢ fha't taJk of -them when thou fitteft in thine houfe,
¢ and when thou waikelt by fhe way, and when thou
¢ lieft down and when thou rifeft up,” Deut, vii 7.8,
~ Thirdly, The ¢ word of Chrift’ (houl be ¢ highly ce
ficemed’ by us. It thould dwell in us richly by infor-
miog our judgments, trausforming oor hearts and re-
forming our lives. All now have eafy accels-to jr, by
the tranflation of the B.ble out of the original tcngues:
Our Father’s will is made known to us in.our mother=
tongue. . The * word of Chrift is a tree of knowledge,’
and thanks be to Gud that it is not forbidden: Yea, it
is a ¢ tree of life,” which we may eat the fruit of, and
live for ever. -Here'is no ¢ flaming (word to guard the
way of it,” but there'is one to picrce thrd’ thofe who
defpife it We fhould not only look into our Bibles in
the houfe of God, but we ought to read them in our.
families, and clofets: If we expe to reach the heaven
of glory, we fhould daily fteer by this compafs, for we
are in danger of being fwaliowed up in the quick fands
of carnal delights, or fuffering fhipwiecks on the keen
pointed rocks of wcrldly difappoi::tments.
Fourthly, That we fhould “apply the word of Chiil¥* -
to ourfclves. It (hould dwell in us not oely richly but
in ali wifdom.- Many have the word of Chrift- dwel'ing
in ther only in fpeculation ; they read it mereiy 1o fur-
nifh tl.-mlelves with marter for converfition, bur are .
~ quite flrangers {0 that divine wifdom which tcucheth
) : . ) . L
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“to qpp!y what is therein written. But we fhould cona

.fider, ta'the molk ferious manner, that God fpeaks ta

ue in his word, The promifes are breufts of confola«

tion which we ought daily to fuck;. the precepts are
a rule which we qugh-conftantly to obferve; and the

» threatnings thould alarm us when we fall into fin.--n

The greater part of mankind conduét themfelves as if
- they were not addrefled by God’s wurd ; they sre ele-
vated with the promifes, and terrificd with the threate
pings of thofe of their fellow mortals, who are in rx«
alted ftations of life; but the promifes and threatning$§
of the Lord Gud do not affc&t them, becrufe they do
pot apply them.  Thercfore, they fay unto God, De-
¢ part trom us for wedelire tot the knowledge of thy
¢ ways. What is the. Almlghty that we fhould ferve

* him, and what profit fhoy'd we have if we pray un- -

¢ to him,” Job xxi. 14y 15. Whore Chrift’s word dwells
richly in all wifdoa¥, it will be found to be a gucft that
Aviil pay well for its lodging; “where it is applied by
taith,"it wiil produce the moft falutary effells, grace
will flourith, and others be_refrethed with its fragrans

cy s for it witl excite us to ¢ teach 2ad sdmonith one

¢ another o pfalms and hymns, and fpiritual fongs?

JT'his brings me to the N ,
IE Head, which was to 2xplain the way that we are

to ¢ evidrnce the word of Chrift dwelling rickly inns in

% all wifdvm, viz. by reaching and admomfmrg oue a-

¢ nother in pfalms and hymns aand fpirtaal fungs.’

We come now to tread on difputed gionnd, yit we ¢
neced not fear to venture cn it while we have fcrit ture,

~and the fuffrages of eminent divines - to dire&t our pah,

But heforew> come to- fp\'{k part’ cuLar‘y( 1 this head,
irwill be peceflary to expiain the terms, ps a1 M 55

HYMNS, and SP(RITUAE SONGs And ttm’ udy
kt us produw the fote in which iheke terms are ua-

ST ) dLrI«.OvJJ



- (8) - ‘
derftood by different interpreters, (whofe authority will -
have confiderable weight with fome) by which it may
appear, that our view of them is not fiogular, and if
we have departed from their genuine meaning, it is
pot in defpicable company. . \ . <

Hierom thus explains the words,  Pfalms may be-
¢ long to moral things, which we ought to practife,”-
as Pfalm. xxxvii. &c. * Hymns may belong to facred
¢¢ things, what we ought to mediate on,.and coatem-
¢ plate, as the power, wifdom, goodnefs, and majelly
¢ of God. (As Pfalms cxxxv and cxxxvi. &c.) Spiri-
¢ tual Songs may belong to natural things, what we
¢  ought to debate and difcufs, to wit, the rife, order,
¢ harmony, and continuance of the world and God’s
¢ infinite wildom manifefted in it,” as Phal. civ.

Some divines are of the opinion thit our Apoltle
- ufeth the words ¢ pfakns, hymns, and fpiritual fongs,’
~ to aniwer the Hebrew diftinction of plalns, which is
“as follows: 1. Some pfalms were callcd MizMoriM,

which treated of various and different fubjets, 2. O-_

~ thers were denominated TEHLEIM, which only mens
tioned the praifes of the Moft High. 3. The Jews cal-
led other pfalms S 1 1 R 1 M, which were fongs more
artificially compofed, and, fome obferve, were fung
with the help of a mufical inftrument*.

Dr Edwards gives the following explication of the
words, “ PsaLMs is a general term of greai latitude,
¢ and is a word in common for all thofe fongs which
¢ contain in them the priife of God, and fct forth in

- ¢ general his facred attributes or perfections, and ia

¢ any way exprefs devotion, or contribute to pictyand

¢ holinefs: Such were the. pfalms of ‘Duvid wherein
’ - - - God

* Sce Mr Well’s furmon oo Eph. v 19, in the fup=
plement to the morning exercife, page 124.
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¢ God Is extolled a6d magnified, and where likewife .
. % there dre penitential confeflions, fupplications, and.
¢ commemorations.of divine merciesy and patheticand -
* devout prayers, and exhortations toa holy life. Af:
¢ ter pfalms the apoftle adds Hymns, as a more come..
‘¢ pleat thing (faith Theophylaét, one of the fathers,)
. *“becdufe they are of a: more fingular and -peculiar.
“ ftrain, and. God is praifed from the confideration.
¢¢-of “his.greatnels and majefty; his power and  glory.:
_ ¢ Spiritual Songs. or Odes, fecm to exceed the.two’
¢ former, not only becaufe they are done with more’
$¢art, and confift of due meafures, but becaufe the pe-
« caliar fubje& of them is the goodnefs and benigaity
- ¢ of God: Or more exatly thus, The others fet forth -
¢« the divine excellencies and perfe€tions confidered in.
¢¢ themfclves, and in their nature, but the Jatter are 3 .
¢ difplaying of his excellencies as they refpe&t us, and
©  as we have a particular fhare in them. And thefe
¢ compofitions are flyled Spiritual, becaufe they are-
*¢ not only indited by the help of the H-ly Spirit, but
_*¢ they flow from a fpiritual and heavenly frame of mind
¢ and are fung with great emotion of ipirit*,” .
‘That eminent reformer- John Calvio, whofz memory
and jugdment we ought to revere, gives us his opinion -
~ in words to this effe@: * Pfalms are that in the fing-
¢ ing of which a mufical inftrument befides the tongae
¢ was ufed.. Hymns,are fongs of praife, whether fung
‘“ with a high voice, or otherwife, Spiritual fongs, aré
- “ fuch pfalms as not only contain praifes, but exhor-
¢ tations, and other arguments +,” ‘ :
++ . Thefeinterpreters-did sot underftand by hymas and.
fpiritualfongs, as if the apoftle intended human com-
‘ pofures ;. -

*De Edward’stheologia reformata, vol I. 665,
1 Calvin’s Latio commentary on the epiftles, p. 708,

. “ oo .
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- pofures; neithet do they charge bim with a needlefe

tautology, as our late refiners do, though no more than -

" the pfalms of David be: here meant. But even let us
fuppofe, (but not grant) that the book of pfalms could
not be diftinguifhed into thefe clafles, yet this would

. oot be fufficicnt to prove human compofures are here

intended; in regard it is no uncommon thing for the
_ Spirit of God to ufe three words in one verfe expref= -

fing the fame thing: As when Paul fays, ¢ Arerthey

‘ Hebrews? fo am I. Are they Ilraclites? foam I. Are
¢ they the fced of Abraham? foam I.’ 2-Cor; xi, 22. -

- We readily grant that there is fome difficalty in ex-
~ plainiog the diftiaction of ¢ pfalms, and hymus, and fpi-
© ¢ ritual fongs’+; yct we prefume, a careful perufai of

_- thefacred Volume, and obferviog the {:ofe in which the
- Spiritoft God, ufe: thefe terms, in other parts of it, will -
greatly ‘tend to throw light on this {ubje€t 5 forit is-

a received maxim among the orthodox, ¢ That Scrip-
- ¢.tureis the beft interpreter of fcripture.

- - Let us then proceed to enquice at the ‘ Law and the

¢ Teftimoay’ how thefe terms are ufed and applied,---
Plalms, in the common acceptation of the word, ia
feripture, meaajcompofitions on fpiritual fubjects, chief-

ly penned by David, ¢ that {weet finger in Ifrac!:’ hence.
a great number of them bear this uttle, ¢ A pfalm of

¢ Duvid” - Hymns are applied to part of the pfalms;
fuchas thefe whieh celebrate the perfeétions. of God, or
" fuch as were picked out for fpecial occafions, as the

HALLEL, ¢ thofe degrées,” and for every day. Fhus

word is ufed in the hiftory of Chrift’s cclebrating thelaft. -

o pafiover with his difciples, ¢ And when they had fung

fan-

~

" +Quidifferant hymnia ﬁfalmig,&ﬁuidrurfum pfalmi
a canticis difficile eft certa definitione tradcre. Calvine

v

~ -
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-« an. Hymn, they Went out unto the mout of Olives %
How frong is the reafonings and pious the reflettions
of that learned antiquarian, Dt Lightfoot on this paf-
fage! We canoot pals over this, without delivering his
{entiments in hisown words, as theyare fo very appofite.
¢« What hymn did Chrift and his -apoftles fing? The.
¢ yery fame that every company did, viz. -the great
s¢ HALLEL, as it was called, which began at the cxiii
¢ pfalm, and ended at the cxviii.---= No expofitor but

" e¢ grants this, and no reafon to the contrary; for Chrift
¢« complied with all the rites of the paffover, and ftart-

_¢s ed not afide from them in this. Here the Lord of

- ¢ David fings the plalms of David. What Chrift faith
¢ by way of pofing, ¢ If Duvid in the Spirit call him
¢ Lord, how is he his fon  We may fay the like by
¢ wayof admiration, If David in thefpirit callhim Lord
¢ how did he defcend to make ufe of his poctry? What
* fays cur caviller now? Set forms are too flrait for the
¢« $pirit. He that had the {pirit above meafure, thinks
¢ not fo, but ufeth fuch. He that gave the Spirit to

. ¢ compofe. fings what he compofed. . That all-blefled
¢ copy of peace and order, would have indited himfelf,

- -#could have infpired every difciple to bave been a Da~

- ¢t yid,, but fubmits to order whicﬁ God had appointed,

- ¢ fings the pfalms of David, and tenders the peace of
¢¢ the church, and takes the fame courfe the whole
¢¢ church did +.”---By ¢ fpiritual fongs’ fome underftand

- other parts of {cripture, called fongs, befides David’s -
plalms, fuch as the fong of Moles,"Exod. xv. and Deut.

. : ' . XXxi1.

" * Mat. xxvi. 30. This hymn is thonght tobe the lat-

. . ter past of tte great Hallelujah confifting of the cxiiith,

and the five following pfalms; and was ufually fung,
partly befare, and partly after the pafchal fupper,
. Wait’s gofpel hiftory, page 452.
+ Lightfoot’s works, vol. 11. 1160. S
: \
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*,'stxxil, of Deborsh and Barak, Judgés'v. of Solomion, of
- “Zecharias, Luke i. 7. and the Lamentations of Jeremi-

ah. Bat in regatd thefe are not infertrd in ‘the book’of -

_ ‘Plalms, nor do we find that they were fung in the jew-

it church, aod in regard the pfalms of David contain
fuch a {weet variety fuitable t> every cafe, and in the
New Teftament are called < The book of pfalms! Luke
xx.42. AGs i 20. which titlé is given to no other part
of fcripture, we humbly apprehend, that David‘s fongs
are only intended hiere. We are not ignotant. that turn-

jag other fcripture-fangs into metre, with a view of in. -

troduciag them itto the woifhip of God, was in con-
itemplation. but not éxecuted; by the church of Scotland
i the fecond period of reformation *; and moft allow,
that if adding thefe to our pfalms, was all the alteration
which is contended for by fome, much of our reafon- -
‘ing on thig fubject would be of no force, and probably
‘our pains altogether fpared. =~ * -~ © ¢ -0
- ¢Spiritual fonpgs,’ weprefume, mean thofe pfalms which

‘bear the title of Songs, as many ef them do: the apoftie -

might well call them fongs, fince David himfelf did fo:

_one is called* A pfalm or fong,’ Pfal. xcii. another ¢ A .

«fong or pfalin,’ Pfal. cviii. " Yea, many of the pfalms

"may be called Spiritual Songs, aceording to Calvin’sex- .
* ‘plication,  They 4re called Spiritual, for the reafons gi-

- wen by Dr Edwards, and becaufe they are oppofite to
*. the carnal fongs of the profane. ' ' '

{
~ Having attempted to exphain the terms in their fcrip=
‘tural fenfe,- we thall now proceed to fpeak more parti- |
¢ularly on this head ; . And here we are led to make the
following oblefvations. R T

. Firft that we éught t0 have a’tender concern: about

- SR . teac.'h

\

- ¥8ccanalt ofaﬂ'ea;bly} Avuguft 1647,

one anothers fpiritwal intereltsi--<We are required “to

-

PRSI - STV

Py

——— ——

e e
S Y

— g



S B

(13 C SN
# teach -and admonith ose ariothers;’ thus'to copy. iftar
Chrift's example, ¢ in having compaffion op the igno-
‘“rant, and them.that are out of the way,” Heb v. 2,
-Bat to perform this much negletted duty in a fuccefl-

- .ful manaer, it is neceffary that we ourfelves ¢ be full of

¢ goodaes, filled with all knowledge, able to admoni(h
" ¢ one angther,” Rom. xv, 14. That it really be an evil
for which we admonith our brother, Eli admonithed
Haanah for druakennefs, when (he was only overwhel-

. ‘med with forrow of heart, 1 Sam. i. 14,---19. To ad-

monith a perfon with a fau't of which he is innocent, -
is like runoing a lancet into (aund flefh, -inftead of & -

- buil, thet never fails to ocraiion prefeat and after paia. -
~ That it be done feafonably ; fometimes fudden reproofs
* have ftru finners with conyi&tion, but they often only -

exafperate. la this age when people are fo much under
the baleful influence of pride, if they are reproved ia
company, they are apt to thiok, that difparagement, ra-
ther than reformation is intended, and hence will not
hereby be reclaimed. Some will confefs thele faults in
~ private, which pride will prompt them to jultify before
a company.” That it be performed with prudence ; this

_. is abfolutely neceflary for enabling us to diftinguith the

flations and difpofitions of mankind: Theapoftle Paul -
gives us a direction, which clearly (hews the neceffity
of t}:is diftin&ion ; ¢ Rebuke not an elder, but entreat -
¢ him as a'father, and the younger men as brethren,”

"1 lim.'v, 1 We maft alfo confider well the difpofition

of the perfon whom we admonifh : fome are like houfes -

covered with tile, that will not kindle tho’ a fire-brand -
“fall on them; bat, others are like thefe covered with

. firaw, ready to catch fire by every fpark; fome like. -
* therns-that may be handled without harm, pravided

it be done with care; but if with roughnefs, they will
fetch bloody * And of fome have compalfion making 2~
R ' ‘B . difference,””

[

\
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-difference;’ ]ﬁdé 22. And love thould appear eminentfy -
inthe whole ; -admonifhing a brother, is, ¢ tiking the.

mote out of his eye,” Mat. vii. §. which mcft be done

- ‘with the greateft tendernefs: when we lay afide viru- -

Jdence, and admoni(h with an air of compifficn and re-

+gard, we will be fure not te gall if we de pot gamn at’

,offender. ¢ Thou {halt not hate thy brother in thine
# heart ; thou fhalt in any wifc rebuke thy ncighbsur
-¢ and not fuffer fio upon him,’ Levit. xix. 17. But alasl
T'hefe are methods little purfucd by the profeflor<of re

ligion in this age: inftead of thcm, molt people flatter .

#o the face and revile one aaniher behird their backe,
which is aing a cruel and an urchriitian part.
.- Secondly, That this duty of < reaching’ and ‘admo-

- . withing one another’ is performed by judicious worthip-

Ters, in the exercife of finging pfalms. [his obfeiva-
ion arifes from the maoner ia which our Ap>itle ex~
-prefleth himfelf in the text: he faith not ¢ teaching and

* admogifhing one another’ fiom'Pfaims, as in fome other .

~ places of fcripture, (A& viii. 3§ -and chap. xxviii. 3¢)
but in them. This ordinance agrees in feveral refpects
with the reading and preachiog of: the word, for the
‘took of Plalms contains a great variety of neceflary cau-

tions asd admonitions, which the pious worthippers in -

the a&k of finging direét to each other. In this manner
divipe grace enables them to enkiodle, in each other's
“‘heart, a flame of. love ; reciprocally they enliven theit
z¢al, and ftir up one another te glority God §. ~
. . : © Thirdly,

‘3 ¢ The breath of praife mutually fans one ano-

*¢ ther’s fouls; kindles a divine heat, and blows it up
f into a flame; and fo every one contributes fome-
. ¥¢ thing, to another’s-good, and receives Tome help
*¢¢ Jrom every other.” e

‘ . H ar R 1 son.the excellerey of finging:

< e

N\



- Thirdly, That ingiag praife to God iz his ordinanve
is the New Teftament church as well as it was in the
Jewith. ‘Fhis ordinance feems evident from the very.

- -light of natuce, and heace it was performed by Hea--

thens, to their deities & Such Heathens * will rife up-

'in the judgment with-the men of this.generation,’ who
refufe this piece of adoration to the Lord. This ardiv,

naoce belonged not to the ceremonial law, for it was-
ceclebrated by -‘Mofes and the Ifraelites at their red-fea.
deliverance, (Exo. xv.) before the promutgation of this
law; and it was efteemed more excellent than any of
the ritual inftitutions; hencefaith the Plalmift, ¢ I wiil

§, praife the name of God with a fong, and will magnify

¢ bim with thankfgiviag. This alfo thall pleafe the Lord -
$.better chaa an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs’
Pf. Ixix. 30, 31. By this ordinance we profefs our love.

‘tg, and confideace ia God, yea we acknowlege him as

worthy of -all adoration; thefe are daties of thie moral -
law, and, therefore, muft have a place in the Chriftian

_church, as well as in the Jewifh. Much is faid in the

New Teftament to warrant this duty; Chrilt vindicated '

. the multitude, in ¢ praifing God with.a loud voice,’ at-

his triumphant entry into Jerufalem, Luke xix. 37, 39«

_-H. and his difciples fang * ao hyma’ at the celebration

of the laft pafluver, Mark xiy. 26. ¢ Paul and Siks, at
¢ midnight prayed and fung prailes unto God, and the
¢ prifoners heard them,! A& xvi- 25 -A:dd to all, ¢hat
w2 have fundry preep's which exprefsl y require itze=

¢ .opeaking to youilzlves in patms, and hymns; and fpi=
R . B2~ :

¢ ritual

_ 4 Plutarch fays, that fingingz and mufic, among the .
ancient Greeks, were wholiy employed in the worfhip
of their gods; and laments their profagatisn aond a-
ba'e in latter times, when they wers drought iato the:
theatre, R B : -
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* sirual fongs, inging and making melody in your heart
¢ to the Lord, Ephef, v. 19. Inftead of excefs in jollity
“Be apoftle James dire@s us fo praife God. ¢ 18 any a-
- ¢ mong-you affliCted ? Let hinv pray : is atty among you
¢ merry? Let him fing pfalms,’ James v. 13~~~
1t is trifling in the matters of God to allege as fome _
do, that this duty is recommended only to them who are " -
Merry; for then it would follow that prayer is a duty’
; fOiﬂt.ed‘ out only to’them who are Aflicted It is no
efs abfurd in others toinfift that finging the praifes of
God in Chriftian worthip fhould be as well laid afide as

* - mufical inftruments, The reafon is plain, becaufe the

former is a duty of the moral law, whofe obligation can" .
- never be cancelled, the latter of the ceremonial, which’
- is now abrogated. Neither does it appear, that thefe in-

- ftrements of mufic were ufed'in the fynagogue, which

refembled the manner of worthip performed in Chrif=

© tian aflemblies misch more tharr the temple fervice did.’

- Moreover; it might as well be alleged, that the exer-
cife of prayer fhould be laid afide, in New Teftament’
worfhip, fince we offer not incenfe, which accompanied”

© it in the teinple, Luke i.-10. But, finally, it is a mere ™.
fopbiftical objeCtion againft this duty, That in prayer:

- we confefs ourfelves guilty of fome of thefe fins which

* we were praifing God for pardosing immediately be-

. fore. Surely we may fing what does not -iemediately’

~ -belong to our cafe, and miay praife God for redecming’
others from the fins under which we yet groan; this
may fireogthen our ‘faith in the redemption from our .
fins alfo, and excite us highly to efteem thig gloricus
privilege. But objetions of this kind do not properly
' fall under our confidexation in this difcourfe jw—— we,
therefore, proceed to obferve, ' - ‘
Fourthly, That the * pfalms, -hymns, and fpiritval
- fengs’‘which are contained iw the book of pialms, we:ﬁ -

s



. bovkof Plalms,

N AT E
w!l wrote under the icfluences of the Holy Ghoft, as 2

fpirit of infiration. They are a fiream flowing from
the fame fountain of goodaefs, with the other parts of

" divioe revelation. A fiream which for many ages has -

been running for the refzefhment of the Lord’s vine-
yard. They bear the fame (igoatares of. divine revela-
tion which are ftamped oa all the parts of facred fcrip-
ture. . Yea, tho’ all the parts of God's word are fo very
iliultrious, like the rays of the Sun, that it would ‘be.

" danperous to attempt drawing a line of diltia&tion be-

tw en them; yet fuch excellency and fweetnefs hds the
book of pfalms *, that Luther ufed to call it ¢ The little -
¢ Bible, and fummary of the Old Teftament.’ How ex-

‘ccllent and fweet is this book which draws ys from con- .

verle with men and things, by direting us to commu-
nion with God in his fanctuary, and to folace our fouls
in himfelf! This is to be in the mount with God. and

- we do not underftand ourlelves agight if we do not fay

with the dilciples, ¢ Lord it is good for us to be here,’
Matt. xvii. 4. No book of {eripture is-more helpful to

the devotion of faints than thig ; it has been fo imalf a=* ...

ges {ince ever it was written, and the feveral parts of it
are addrddled ¢ to the chief mufician’ for the fetvice of
the church. Inftead of excluding any-part of David’s
plalms from the worthip of God, we {hould rather with
picafure refleét, that in finging them, we offcr to God
the (ame praifcs which were offered to him in the days
of David, and other godly kings of Judah.  Yea, fuch
perfeftion is in thefe facred poems, that they never wii

~ turn thread-bare; and fo replete sre they with comfort,

—,:lhat,they'cm ncvetf be é—XBha;lﬁcd §. R fsly,
_ * Licet omoes Scriptura divina, Dei gratiam (piret:
precipue tamem dulcis plalmorum livers - Awdrofe,

. - § See Mr denry’s preface to his commentary on the |

-
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- Fifthly, That io fioging the pfalms of David, it was
never intended we thould apply every paffage of them
to ourfelves. If this obfervation is not attended to, we
cannot fing ¢ with underftanding,’ yea, many places we
‘cannot fing ‘at‘all; and the Jewilh church could not
-qtherwife have fung with propricty. Sometimes-the
paflage may not fuit our age; as, * I have been young
aod pow am old,’ &c. Pfal. xxxvii 2§, In other places
frames oppofite to ours may be exprelled, as when one .
rejoicing in the Lord fings, ¢ I'hy wrath lieth hard u-
¢ poo me, While I fuffer thy terrors I am diftracted,’
Pillxxxiii, 5. 15. Nor can we in the literal feofe apply
“tkefe paflfages which refpe& the Mofaic inftitutions :--e *
.¢ Bind the facrifice with cords, even unto the horas of
. ¢ the altar,’ P[. cxviii, 27. The rul= to guide vs in fing-
ing many of David’s pfalms, is, ¢ That we fing them
* with the fame frame of mind in which we ought to
“tead them, and exprefs thefe alts of faith which are-
¢ agreeable to the gofpel difpenfation.” Sometimes we
are to confider the fubjet-mauter of them, as contain-
ing an account of thefe providences which we are liable
- %0, rather than thefe we are prefently under; and toime -
‘prove them {o as to excite thofe graces which ought to
. .be exereiled in like circumftances, when it fhall pleafe
~.God (o place.us in them. And, indeed, if this rule is -
mot admitted, many of the pfalms muft be excluded -
from being read s well as from being fuag in the wor»
hip of God; for the {fame devout affetions are necef~
~ fary for the one whijch are for the other.. :
, Sixthly, That the ¢ pfalms and hymns, and fpiritual
. fongs,’ which the Holy Ghoft has’indited, a0d not ha-
‘man_compofures fhould alone be the fubjeét matter of -
our praifes. This being the leading truth we propofed
to eftablifh by this difcoutfe, we crave yout patience,
_-while we offer the following- things, for 1ts illuftration:
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.1ft, There are various paffages in ¢ the book of Pfalms *
~ which feem to fhew, that;it was intended.by the Spirit
for New. Teftament times. Hence, the Plalmift fays,
Pf, {ii. 9, ¢ I will praife thee for ever, becaufe thou haft
* doneit. But I will declare for ever, I wil fing praifes
* to the God of Jacob, Pf. Ixxv. 9. We will fhew forth’
s thy praifes to all gecerations, Pf, Ixxix, 13. 1 will fing
¢ of the mercies of the Lord for ever : with my mouth
¢ will I make knowa thy faieh{ulnefs to all generations,’
“Pf. Ixxxix. 1. This fthall be written for the generati.
“ on to come ; and the people which fhall be created,
¢ fhal) praife'the Lord, P{. cii. 18, 1 will extol thee, m '
"¢-God, O King, and I will blefs thy name for ever and~ .
“S.ever, P, cxlv. ¢*. Not enly fo, but there are Plalms -
- which feem to have been penned with a dire view to :
the times of the Meffiah, as when his life, (Pfal Ixix.)
*death, {Pfal. xxii.) refurreCtion,  (Pfal xvi. 16.) and afs .
“cenfion, (Pfal. xlvii, 5. and xviit 18.) are fpoken of g ,
‘eveots already paft. One of the Plalms is. almoft e
“peated in the New Teftament, (viz. Pfal, xcv. repeated
‘in Heb. iii. and iv chaptets,) another is quoted and ip-
-plied to the ftate of the Chriftian church 3t that'time,
(Pfal. xliv. 22. cited Rom. viii 36,) acd the ‘Prophets
fpake of ¢ fongs of praife’ being offered to the Lord by
‘the Gentiles when brought into a church fate. ¢ From
¢ the uttermoft paxts of the earth have we heard fongs,
** and even glory to the righteous, Ifa, xxiv. 16, Let .

¢ th:c\'

* Here the judicions Mr Henry thus comments,
¢¢ I will blefs thee for ever and-ever.” This intimates,
1. That he refolved to cantinue in the work tothe énd™
,of his life, throughout his £ v & & in this world 3.
“That the’pfalms. he penned fhould be made ufe of
* in praifing .God -by the ¢hurch-to the end of time,”
- Chrenthjans xgix; 30, - o ‘

’-

,
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¢_the wildernels and the cities thereof lift up their voice,
¢ the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: Let the inhabi-
¢ tants of the rock fing, let them fhout from the top of
¢ the mountaias.. Let them give glory unio the Lord,
¢ and declare his prailc in the Iflands,’ 1fa x'ii. 11,12,
2dly, We have no commaad io ¢ the New Tcﬂurcm

¥or altering ¢ the Pfalms of David * under the pretence

- cf making them more fuitable to ctriftian worthip; or

tu compofe othéts to be put in their place, To turn the
Pfalms into metre is not. altering their meaniog mere

" than a jult tranflation_of the ¢ Oid ¢nd New Tcftameot’

is.a new Bible. In the light of divine revelation, we

- may prefume to fay,. That had Chsift, the alune King

and Head of his church, deemed the Plalms of D.vid
unfuitable for that worfhip which he has inftituted in
‘her, he would have direted his Apoft'es to accommo-
date thefe unto her fpiritual nsture, or infpired thofe

.men to write in their ftead other Pfalms which breathe
“more of the fpirit of the gofpel ; and they in writing fo

much againft retaining ritual obfcrvaaces would have
hiated fomething about the impropriety of finging thefe
“Plalms,— But fo far is it from any of thefe being the
‘cafe, that we find the Agoﬁlcs highly efteemed, ard
frequcntltquoted ¢ the Plalms as the oracles of God.’

.And nothiog is to be admitted into his worﬂup but

what has the fan&tion of his divine authority. ¢ But
* in vain they do worlhip me, teaching -for doctiines

" - % the commandments of men, Mat. xv, g. As Mofcs .

¢ was admonifhed of God, when he was about to make
¢ the tabernacle. For fee, faith he, that thou make all

¢ thiogs accordmg to the pattern fhewed to thee in the*

¢ mount,” Hcb. wii. §. -
3dly, We have o example in the New Tcﬁamnt.

to authorife that alteration, in ¢ the Plalms of Davidy®
" which is contended for, We.mult allow, that fciiptore
‘ : xamples .
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exatnples carry with them fometimes the weight of a
commaand: Hence our grand authority for obferving -
the Sabbath on the .firft day of the week, is derived
from the practice of the Apoftles, and firft Chriftians;
who flatedly met together for public worthip on that
day: But no fuch example can be produced for altering -

. ¢ the Pfalms.” We have already attempted . to thew that

- the myuN which Chrift and his apofties fing.at celes
brating the paffover and the Lord's fupper, was part of -
David’s Pfalms; and that thefe aré only intended by
¢ the plalms and hymiis, and ipiritual fongs’ which are -
mcentioned in the epiftles of Paul *. v Wé

* The fentiments of thie laborions Mr Baster are fo
much to our purpofe we cannot pafs them by: They

 are fo convincing that'thz muft have weight withall}  °

and we would- hope that
with thofe who are agreed with him in his latitudinaa

ey Will have great authority -

riap notions of church cgmmunion, and his doQrines -

he gofpel, being a new law, requiring faith and rea.
pentance as the conditions of it: In his Ecclefiaftical
Cafes of Canfcience, Queft. 124. is-propofed; thos:
" ¢ Isitlawful toufe David's pfalms in our aflemblies?
¢Anf, Yes: iff, Chrift ufed them at his laft fupper;
¢ as is moft probable; and he ordinarily joined with -
¢ the Jews that ufed them, and fo did the Apoftles.
*¢ 2. Ttiglavful to read or fay them ; therefore, alfo,
¢ to'fing them; for faying and finging difference' not -
"¢ the mainendh = . R : s
"¢ 3. They are fujtable to our cafe, and were the i~ .
¢ turgy of thz Jewifh church, not on a ceremionial acs
¢ count, «* but for that fifnefs which is common to us
¢ with them.”
¢ 4 We are commanded in the New Teftament to
_$ fing pfalms; and we are not ordered. to compofe news
L : T onces y



~ - ¢ wants, though he exprefles not all. Elfe you mult

(2 Yy

* Weé are not unacquainted here, f>me do plead, that.
David’s Pfalms are made more agreeable to the fpirit.
of the gofpel, when they are cited in the New Tefta~
meant : (Plal. cxviii. 26. is cited Lukexix. 37, 38. Pfal.
i. 2, 3. cited AQts iv. 23, 24.) They muft beigaorant:
- indeed, who cannot accouat for this alteration ia anon-
ther manner. The idioms of the Hebrew and Greek
languages-confiderably differ ; and the more literal the:

: - : - traoflation

" ¢ ones; nor can every perfon make pfalms who is com-:
¢ manded to fing plalms = And if it be lawful to fing.
¥ plalms of our own or our neighbours making, much
~ ¢ more of God’s making by his Spirit in his Prophets.
- ¢ Obje&. They are not fuitable to all our cafes, nor-
- % to all the affembly. i )
© ¢ Anf' r. We may ufe them in that meafure of fuite. -
. € ableaefs to our cafes which they have. You may join
¢ with 2 man in.prayer, who exp:eflcs half of your

§ join with no man inthe world. .
¢ 2. If ungodly men are prefent -when the faithful - -
¢ {peak 10 Gd, muft we not fpeak our proper c.fe be-
f c.ufe they are prefent ? The minifter in church-ad- -
¢ miniftrations fpeaketh principa'ly in the name of the
¢ faithful, and not of hypocrit:s. - Muit he leave our of
¢ his prayers, all thit is proper for the godly, merély
¢ becaofe fome wicked men are there. No more muft-
¢ the church do in finging uato Gol, v
-" ¢ 3. They thar cannot fpeak every word in a pfalm,
§ juft as their own cafe, may yet {peak it as inftructive; - |
¢ otherwife they might pot fing or fay it. oo i
"¢ But the fetarian o%jetions againft Gingiag Da-
¢vid’s Plalms are {o frivolous, that | will not tire the
* reader with any more,’—=—3axter’s practical woiks, -
vol. 1. page 6y2. ' '
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-tranflation is from the ove laoguage into the other, the
- greater will be the alteration in words. Moreover, the -

- quotations from the Old ‘Teftament which we'have Ia
-~ . the New, were taken from the Septuagint tranflation;
vthen generally read in the Jewith {ynagogues, becaufe -
beft underfiood. But if this exception has any weight,
it is in favour of altering the OId Teftament altogether, .
~ -and adapting-it-alfo more to the fpirit of the gofpel; fot- -
~the fame liberty is taken in'quoting it in the New Teftas’
ment *, as is ufed with the pfalms; and thus we (half
" have a new Bible, fuitable for our new Pfalm-book 1.
: - : - And,
* See Luke iv. 18, 19. A&ts vii. with Henry’s oba
fervation on verfe 1. alfo chap. viii. 32,33 - St
. 1 * We come now to-the matter to be fung. There . ~
# are very few who allow finging to be an ordinance, that
.¢ will deny it to be our duty to fing the pfakms of David
¢ and other fpiritual fongs, which we frequently meet--
¢ with in fcripture. Some, indeed, bave contefted the
.- *expediency of a Chriftian aflembly’s making ufe of fe«
* veral Old Teftament phrales, that are contained there~
- % in, And others have alleged, that the phrafe ought to
¢ be altered in many inflances (efpecially in thofe which
. 4 have a peculiar reference to the Pfalmift’s perfonal cir
# cum{ftances)and othersfubftituted in theix room, which
¢ are matter of univerfal experience. But this argument
- ¢ will appear to have lefs weight in it; inafmuch as all

-4 the arguments, that are brought in defence of moking

¢ thefe alterations in the book of Pfalms, as they are to

4 be fung by us, wh] equally hold good, as applicable to -

¢ the ordinance of-reading them, and it may be, will as

4 muchevince thé necefficy of altering the phrafeof fcrip-

¢ ture, in feveral other parts thereof, as well as in thefe.
¢ For-it will follow from thence, that if fome pfalms are
: C o . - - . foot

. 1
>
<
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And, indeed, fomething of this kind is already attemp.
ged, with regard to the New Teftameat+. To deter
from all fuch prefumptaous sttempts, the canon of ferip-
ture is thut up with awful folemnity. ¢ For [ teftify va-

-4,to every man that hearcth the words of the prophecy.

¢ of this book, If any man fhall add unte thefe things,
¢ God .fhall add unto him the plagues that are writtea.

s

A

Sy I

-4 in this book : And if any man fhall take away from the ~

5. words of the book of this prophecy, God fhall take = |

¢ gway his part out of the book of life, and out of the™

~ $holy city, and from the things which are written in -
_ ¢ this book,’” Rev. xxii, 18, 19, Amidft the many at-
. tempts made to weaken the authority of fcripure, and

the fchemes which have, a tendency this way, it is'con-
folatory to reflet on our having God’s promile, that bis
awotd thall aever be deftroyed, or any part of it loft...-

* . & For verily | fay unto you, Till héaven and carth pafs,
" ¢ one jot, or one title fhall in 0o wife pafs from the law,

¢ till all be folfilled,’ Mat. v. 8.
- gthly, The pfalms of David are a blefled mean of e- .

dification to the church of Chrift; and, therefore, it1s -
. dangerous toattempt making altera:igns in them. We

o T . may
e not to be fung by a Chriftian ali'embly. in the words

4 in which they were-at firft delivered, and conlequently -

- ¢ ‘are not to be read by them ;:becaufe the phrafe thereof
¢ is fot agreeable to the ftate of the Chriftian church;; -,

< and, therefore, it is to be altéred ‘when applied to our

. ¢ prefent vfe; the fame may be faid concerning other
- ¢ parts of fcripture; and then the word of God, as it ws

¢ atfirft given to us, is nomore to besead. than tobe fong
¢byus,’ Ridgley’s body of divivity, p. §72. Glal. edit. -
.4 The book referred to is, Harwood's liberal tranfla-
tion of the New Teftament, - o

—
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may expe& the bleﬂing of God on what his Spmt hn .
indited, and noge ean tell the rumber of men and wo-.

- men, to whom the Lord has bleffed this part of his word ,

~ for their edification, The Pfalms-have beea fung and |
read with great devotion in all ages of the church, the

. words of the prophet have to fome been like fiery darts ,
which wound the foul, and then like balm which com-

* municates a divine fweetnefs and healing virtue there-
unto§ They have been 2 mean of comforting the peo~ - -
ple of God in their, greateft difcouragements.. When -
the good but timerous Mglan&hon was caft dowa with

"~ the gloomy afpe-of things, at the' dawn of the refor- -

mation, the renowned and heroic Luther ufed to cheary -
him up, and faid, ¢ Come let us fing the forty-ﬁxthv
plalm& lct earth & hell do their worft ? theyhave been -
- fung with the greateft emotion of fpirit by the martyrs, -
when eacountering death in all .ifs horrors. Thefe-
heroes of our religion, like the dying {wan did fing in
the mot mclodious manner at their death ; and their
triumphant finging th& ¢ pfalms of David,” was imme--
-~ diately fucceeded by-tke ¢ fong of Mofes and the Lamb.’-
sthly, To difpute the propriety of finging the pfalms-
,of David in Chriftian worfh'p, is deviating from € the
- ¢ footfteps of the flock.” 1t is true, the practice of the: .
Chriflian church, iu the firft ages of Chriftianity, lies -
in a great meafure hid in the impenetrable fhades of. -
antiquity; yet we may learn from the pape of hiftory, -
. that her external peace, and connexioas with this wo;Id,
- by too natural a confequence, gradually led her frcm her.
ongmal punty and fimplicity; this need not fu: prile us
o _ 4 c. . wl cn
§ Auguftioe, in_his rétirement before his bapt:[.n,.
afed to read and fing the pfalms of David in this man-:
ner, and they had this defircable effect. - Ca
See the hves of the anuuefatbers, P 47 p
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" when within _i;alf_;\ ccmur}lpaﬁ, we fee fuck a0 alters<’
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tion in the religious profeffion and pratice of ¢ fome
charches.’ However, it appears that the fathers did not
deem the pfalms of David unfuitable for Chriftian won-
fhip, in regard they fang them, and {pake fo patheti-
€ally in their behalf : Witnefs'what Athanafius (who
lived in the fourth century) wrote of them. ¢ That this
“ book reférs to all the hiftories of the Old Teftament,

*‘that it includes all the prophecies of Jefus Chrift, that'

- * it exprefles all the opinions we ought to have, that it

_ ¢ prefled, what he feels in bis own heart, and that'in =~
¢ whatever ftate any one is, there he may find words
. fuitible ro his prefent difpofition, roles for his con=

 * du&, and remedies for his troubles > He wounld not -

-

.

* contains the prayers that fhould be made, that it com-
“ prifeth all the preceprs of morality.” He obférves fur-
Aher, * That there are fome pfalms hiftorical, fome mo-

* ral, fome propherical, befides thofe which. confift of

* prayers and praifes. He thews that the plalms repre-
ient to every oae of the faithful the ftate of his own

S faul, that every oné may fee Fimfelf there reprefented,

¢ and may obferve from the différent paflions, there ex-

have any of the words of the plalms, which may appear

fimple, changed, under pretence of making them more

’

clegant ®*.  Another of the fathers, who was-a cotem-

porary with Athanafius, thus expreffeth hitfelt, ¢ The

¢ book of pfalms is a compendivm of al} divinity; a °
- ¢ common fhop of medicines for the f;o!; an univerfal

4 ftore-houfe of good do&trines, profitable to every one:

-8 jrt a}l conditions+.” : , .
‘We muft yield to the current of ancient hiftory, that

§n the courfe of three centuries, human compofures

. . o were

o 3 Dupin's hift.of ecclefaflical writers, v, 11 p. 45,46
7 ¢BleBal, -

~
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were fung-in the worthip of God, a8 well 28 David%-

" plalms ; bat thefe were concomitants, if not fourecs

of that corroption {, which did confiderably aceclérate:

that deformation in the church, which brought forth = -
¢ the whore of Babylon.” To plead for human comipo- ..

fures ‘being -admitted into the worlhip of God, . from

> their being nfed in the ancient ages of Chriftianity,
. will equally conclude in favours of inftrumenta] mufic,

which was admitted about the fare period §. A timeof -

deadnefs in religion i¢ the ordinazy period of achurch’®
decleofion from the purity. of her woithip: Men thets

forgetting the command of God, think of gratifying
their own fincies, ¢ But I fear, left by any means, as

¢ the ferpent beguiled Eve, thro” his fubtility, fo your ~

¢ minds fhould be corrupted from the fimplicity that is

¢ in Chrift,’ 2 Cor. xi. 3. This is a favourable junQure,

for the deui] to exert himfelf, when a church is in &

" Aumbering conditian. ¢ But while men flept, his e+ |
© ¢ nemy came, and fowed tears among the wheat, and
- ¢ went his way,” Mat. xiii. 2. :

The pfadms of David were utiiverfally fung in all the:

.. Proteftant churches in Europe, ’till they began'to de=

cline from tKeir ¢ origloal purity;’ and ia fuch of themr
as human compofures are admitted to be fung ia ¢ pu~

* blic worfbip,’ it is not on this foot that David’s Pfaims

. Ce v are

# Tertulian writes, That affer the celcbration of the
Lotd’s {upper,.every one fung an hymn out of the Bible,

~ or of his own compofing,

1 Paulus Samofutenes appointed women on Eafter-

. . day, in the middle ofithe church, to ﬁn% pfalms in his

own praife. A&. concil. Antioch. apud
chap. xxxix. page 281.- ' -
§ See Broughton’s Hiftorical Dictionary in the ary

nfeb.’ libs viii,

e

s
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' ‘are unfmtable for ¢ New Teftament times.’ The advo.

‘cates for maifacnng David’s. Plalms when it ferves a

' purpofe. give them many fine appellations, and declare -

‘that they read them as a facred treafure of inftruction

‘more than any book in the Old Teftament; but this on- °

1y refembles the crocodiles fears, or like ¢ Joab afking
Amafa if he was in health,’ and while he ¢ took him by

‘the beard to kifs him, he fmotc him “under the fifth rib
" that he died,’ 2 Sam. xx 9, 10 Severing from David’s

Plalms fuch’ parts as the variable humours of men fhall
.deem unfuitable for gofpel worthip, is the way to give

.. the whole a deddly blow; like cutting a living creature
" in two, each part will feem at firft to preferve fome re«

mains of life. but in a fhort time both will totally ex~ _
pire. We cannot finifh this point better than by adop-
tiog the words of a learned 3nd ancient commentator:
* David by manifold * pfalms and hymos, and fpiritual

‘ fongs,” fet forth the praifes of God, bhis own taith in

¥ his word, exercife and deight in hie' law, with narra-

# tions of God's former and prefent mercies, and pro-
“ mifes of future graces to be fulfilled in Chrift; whom
« he (being a Prophet) koew that he fhould be-of the
‘¢ fruit of his loins, conccrmng ‘the flefh, and (hould fit
¢ upon his throne: whefe incarnation, aﬂlufhons death,
¢ refurrection, afcenfion, and.eternal glorious kingdom
¢ and priefthood, he fang by the fpirit, with fuch hea-
s ven!ymelody as may pot only delight, but draw into
“ admiration every uoderftanding heart, and comfort the

¢ afflited foul, with fuch confolation as David himie!f .
¢ was comforted of the-Lord. - And thefe his Plalms _ .

¢ have ever fince by the church of Ifrael, and by Chrift

. %and his Apoftles, and by the faints in all agés. been

¢ received and honoured as the oracles of God, cited for
¢ confirmation of true religion,’ ¢ and fung in the pu-
“ bli¢ aﬂlmbhes s in Gods tabernacle and temple,
. . ¢ where
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#¢ where tiaey fané praife unto the Inrd:withlthewc;fcfg o

- ¢°of David a0d of Afanh the Seer *.”

.

6thly, To altar the pfalms of David from théjr ori;_
ginal fenfe; or to {ubftitute human compofitions in their

room, ¢ in Chriftian worfhip’ is produltive of ¢ dange- -
¢ rous confequences.’  Allow me to-point out a few of _,
- thefe, and leave your own minds to fuggelt many more, -

1. This has a tendency to weaken the authority of

"~ David’s pfalms. It is natural for people to have a light -

opinion of the pfalms when they hear them branded
with 2 pumber of contemptuous epithets +.  Will any

be much awed by what is ‘oppofite to the fpirit of the -

gofpel? But objetions of this fort equally frike againf
: T Cy . afl

* Ainfworth’s Préfai:c to his Amtatians on the

- bookof Plalms. . - N

+ The advocates for new pfalms ig order toobfdi&

‘an exclufion of David’s Pfalms from God’s worfhip ors" -
dinarily call them Jewith pfalms. Some of them arée

blafphemoufly denominated ¢ David’s carfing Plalms-s-
pfalms’ which exprefs only the language of a  fugitive,
fhepherd, captain. a Jewith king and mufician: pfalms®

which lead us blind-fold over the ¢ river Jordon, thro?
¢ the land of Gebal, Ammon and Amalek, unto the .

¢ {trong city, and thence unto Edom; thro’ the valley of

$ Baca, and into Jerufalem;’ there to wait on the court ~
- of burnt-offerings; confined to the drudgery of ¢ bind- =~

€ ing facrifices with cords to the horns of the altar.’= «
P{alms foreign to any perfon but David. and could not

oven be defigned for the ftated: worthip of the Jews.--=" -

Yea, they are called ¢ weak and heggarly elements.’---

Such language from the mouths of them who profef3-
to believe the Seriptures of the Otd and New: Ceftas

ments to be the.oaly rule-of faith and obedience; muft
appear very {trange, and deferves the thaaks of Deifts.

N
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- ol the OId Teftament, and have a native tendency 1o
ftrengthen the caufe of Deifm. What is faid againf®
the pfaims of David is fpoken againt * the Holy Ghoft
who fpake by the mouth of David,” A&s i. 16. Doubt-
Jefs it would be employing time and talents to better
Jpurpofe, in attempting a reformation of many things ia-
the church rather than in the pfalms of the Spirit’s ine
- diting. ¢ The law of the Lord is perfe&, converting the
*. * foul: The teftimony of the Lord is fure, making wife
. “*the fimple,’ #f. xix'7. T
" 2. If David’s pfalms are to be fiing, only as mang.
. Yed according to the pleafure of men : or if theyare to
~ be altogether excluded, and human compofures put in -
. their room; noue can tell what will be at laft fong * in
_ ~* worthiping affemblies.” 1 fpesk of théfe churches i
‘which thefe thiags are looked on as matters of indiffe-
- 3¢nces where people are allowed to ufe what pfalms or
' bymnps they pleafe, and thus to aft as the children of
Hrael in the days of the Judges, when ¢ every man, did
- ¢ that which was right in his own eyes,” yudges xvii. 6,
_After all the members that are fevered frem the body of
the pfalms, fome new refiners may be for cutting away
. part of the remainder, under pretence of their being
" alfo uafuitable for gofpel worthip, Coafidering the ma.
zy poets, and poetafters, in the world, we know what
will be fung in place of David’s Pfalms, if once exs
cluded, The praégice already introdueed of minifters
eompofing Hymns which comprifc the heade of theis
fermon will more generally fpread : Many of ug ‘are -
~ut poor preachers, but weuld make wotfe poets.——
Beads of families will make * hymns and {piritual fongs”
which they may reckon fuitable to the Rate of their 4
- milies, 1In one church we fhall ‘have one fett of fuch
fongs, a different one in anather: Our Pfa]ms and Ane .
. thems will at kit begome more voluminous lha&ﬁ: ‘
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. -Bible, acd more frequently readiwhich s already bef -
. come lamentably true, with refpect to fome ¢ deluded.
“Se@taries.’ Such diforders-began even in the apoftalic

age, and were correCted by the apoftie Paul. Howgls it

_ “then, Brethren? When you come togcther, every Yage -

¢ of you hath a pfalm, hath a do&trine, hath a tong¥®%,
¢ bath a revelation, hath an interpretation *.” . N

3. This

* 1 Cor, xiv. 26, Toilluftrate the danger of (fale .
terations as we now treat of. take an extract fronf an ige
valuable fermon entitled the TR U ST, delivered at
the openiog of the'8ynod of Mess and Tiviotdale, by

" . Mr Wilfon:---a fermon which we with was more gene- -
rally keown than it is in the American colonies, . ¢ If
¢ man’s wifdom be once allowed to add or alter fo much
¢ as one loop or pin, it will never be eafy, or at reft-.a -
_ ¢ without-the whole tabernacle be new-modelled accory
¢ ding te the pasters io his own head. And one cannat |
£ tell what may be the confequences of, nor haw much
¢ the Lord may be difpleafed with a very {mall variation
¢ from the pattern thewed in the mount, The bearing
¢ of the ask upon 1 new cart, was as hatmlefs and exe
¢ triofic an inmovbtion as peeple could readily fall upoa
¢ in reference to the houfe of God; yet was it met with
¢ a very fenfible token of the divine jealoufy. Nor will
¢ good meanings and deligns be fuained as any whit of
¢ an apology for foch officipus feryices: It is but a cold
:S.reception they get; namely, “ Who hath required
“ thefe things at your hands ¢ For I commanded them
"¢ pot, nor came it fo much as into my mind.” As the
¢ zeft of God’s honfe confumed our Losd bimfelf, and
-# the typical David, both of thetn, fo ought the famg.
~ 4 {pirit to be in all his minifters fpecially. . Th_el, ought -
¢ to do what in them lics by reformation and a fpiritugl
’ s iepary

»
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"= 3. This has a tendency to introduce error into the
~worthip of God. The {econd commandment requireth .
~ s to kecp the ordinances of God ¢ pure and entire "<’
‘While we abide by the Pfalms of David we fhall effcos
elly fecure purity of worthip, in refpe& of praifiug
God: Bat if once we begin to ufe human compofures -
in God’s worthip, we are in imminent daoger of beioy
gradudly led to fing mere jargon, or men’s opinions, -
10§83 of the facred truths of the Spirit’s in8liting, This,
8 already verified in the cafe of fome deluded enthufi-_
afts, who, inftead of reading-the Scripture, or finging
~ the ¢ Pfalms of David’ with gravity, always fing fuch
* hymns and fpiritual fongs as breathe their own noti-
.ons; and are inflamed with their own wild fire. "¢ And
s Nadab and Abihu, the fons of Aaron, taok either of -
4 them his cenfer, and put fire therein, and put incenfe
- ' ’ - - thereod, ~ ¢

. %impartial exercife of difcipline to purge the houfe of -
* Ged, 1 Tim. v. 20, 21. Tit/i. 1§. and ii 15. and
# watch and- withftand from eatering into it, all fuch
% perfons and things, as in the ¢ book of the manverdf
s the houfe” leave us warrant to be there. For totheth
- i hath the Son,.which is ** over his owa houfe” cont ~
‘¢ mitted in Truft the ordinances and order of it, with a
“¢ folemn charge ¢ to keep them’pure and entire,” with-
¢ out any, the leaflt §ddition, or fubtrattion, mixturedr
4 exchange of one thing for another. Therefore, atl .
- - -« {uch, be who they will, tho' they were even ** King*
s¢ or Parliaments™ who would fet up their ¢ pofts by «
¢t God’s pofts,” or their ¢ threfh>ld by his thre(holds -
‘¢ to the defiling of his ‘houfe, and of his holy dam-,
~ ¢ they muft withftand. Ezek. xlii. 8 Oblervable is thae
‘¢ word: ¢ For if thou lift up thy tool upen it (viz. the
« ltones of God’s altar to -hew, polith or make them mp.'e
:¢ fightly) thou halt polluted it Exo. xx.25” p. 28, 25°¢
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"¢ thereon, and offered ftrange fire before the Losd,
€ which he commanded them not.  And there went
"¢ out a fire from the Lord and devoured them, and they
~ ¢ died before the Lord,’ Lev, x. 1. 2;, Could it be made
. appear that David’s Pfalms are not- {uitable for ever
- perfon, we would ot think it fo ftrange to fee men fo
fond of othercompofures, But this is {o far from being
the cafe, that to ufe the warm exprefions of ‘Gerhard
‘concerning them, ““ They arc"a jewel made up of the
¢ gold of dotrine, of the pearls bf comfort, of the gems
¢ of prayer. 'This book is a theatre of God’s works, a
® fwecr field and rofary of promifes, a paradife of {weet -
$ fruits, and heavenly delighis: An ample fea, wherein
¢ tempeil-tofs’d fouls find richeft pearls of confolation s
" ¢ An heavenly fchool whercin God himfelf is chief in-
¢ ftra&tor. The abridgement, flower and quintefieace
¢ of Scripture. A glafs of divine grace teprcfenting to
_ ¢ us the {weetc(t finlling countenance of God in Chrifts - -
% and a molt accurate anatomy of a Chriftian foul. de-
* ¢ lineating all its afflitions, motions temptations and
~ ¢ plunges, with their proper remedies *.’ S
4. Add to the whole, that the danger muft be greatly
-increafed, when congregations themfelves are a%lowc'd
. to make alterations in their Pfalms. This is teo well
. Known to have taken place already, is a&iog a part op-
pefite to prefbyterial government, and may produce a
train of more direful confequences than che abettors of
it, areaware. 'The fupreme judigatory of the church is
only invefted with the power to * Set down rules and -
- ¢ dire&ions for the better ordering the public worthip-
_$ of God and government of his church 4.’ However,
C ' we
* * Thisis quoted ia that part of Robert’s key of the
‘Bible which treats on the Pfalms. o
' ¢ A& of Aflembly of the church of Scotlagd, Aug.
&, 1641. Scfl. 14 S ~ " "% Since

’, -

~
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we are far from pleading that church judicatories have ¢

* -¢ anyauthority tomodel the worfhipof God as they pleafe;

.

+ the power with which they are ciothed is not legiflative, 1
‘but minifterial and executive. The verfion of Pfalms .
which is of public authority in the churchiot Scotland,
caonot with any propriety now be called Roufes’ Ver-.

_flon, in regard it has the fame human authotity with
- our Confeffion of Faith, Wec (hall not fay that it is the
~ moft elegant in refpet of the ftyle, yet it is acknowa

" leged to excel in what is far more iomentuous, viz,

- in exprefling the mind of the Spirit *, And while our
- religious anceftors difcovered about this a flaming zeal

© 7 for purity of worfhip, they proceeded with the greateft

regularity, and deliberation. It was carefully coriefred
and amended by the General Aflembly of Divioe
" which met at Weftminfter;---.-an aflembly " the mot',
grave-and learned, that ever fat in the Englith nation, .
* Complaint being made of the oblolete verfion of pfalmg .

" bySternhold and Hopkins, the parliament defired thig-«

affembly

“ Since it hath pleafed God to vouchfafe the liberty
¥ of general affemblies, it is.ordained acccrding to aéts
- -*of aflmbly at Edinburgh, 1639, and at Aberdeen,
¢ 1640, That no novation in doctrine, worlhip or go= -
- ¢ verament, be brovght in or pradifed in this kirk, un-
¢ lefs it 'be fitlt propounded; examined or allowed in the
© ¢ general aﬂ‘emEly.'_and that tranfgrefioss in this kind be
-~ ¢ cenfured by prefbyteries and fynods.’ , .
- "* ¢« The verfions which 1 think come neareft the ori-
~ ¢ ginal, are the New-England and the-Sccts; the later”
-¢ of . which I think.much prefcrable to the former; in
¢ as much as the fentences sre oot fo tranfpoled in this
¢ as in.the other, and the lincs are much meore fmoopth, .
¢ and. pleafant o be read ”. : Sy
Ridgley’s body of Divinity, page 572

L
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affembly to recommend fome others to be ufed {a churs

ches; accordingly they read ovet Roufe’s verfion, and

vfter feveral amendments fent it to the houfe, Nov. 14
1¥64%. with the fol'lowing recommendation, ¢ Whereas
¢ the honourable Houfe of Commons, by an order bear-
¢ ing date November 20. 1643 have recommended the
¢ Pfalms publithed by Mr Roufe to the confideration of

¢ tke aflembly of Divioes; the aflembly has canfed them -
. % to be carefully perufed, and as they are nowaltered:

¢ and amended, do now approve them, and humbly con
¢ ceive, that they may be ufeful and profitable to the
¢ church, if they are permitted. to be publicly fong.’---
Accordingly they were authorifed by the two Houfes *,
But our verfion comes with the additional authoyity of
the General Affembly of the church of Scotland. It was.-
fent from the Weftminfter Affembly to them for their
approbation, as it was a part of that uniformity in wor.

- fhip which was then intedded in Great Britain and-Ire-

~

land. After being under their ferious confideration for
feveral years, as ig evident from their feveral aéls rela-

" tivetoitt. Then it was approvén of by them, and ap-
-poiated to be fung in all their churches, as appears from

the following a& of their commiffion, * The Commifs
*.fion of the Geoeral Aflembly, having with great di«
¢ Jigence confidered the paraphrafe of the pfalms in me-
¢ tre, fent from the Aflembly-of Divines in England, .
¢by. our commiffioners whilft they were there, as it is

¢ correlted by former General Afiemblics, Committees

¢ from

- ® Neil’s'hift of the Puiitans, vol. IF p.214 4toedit
+ See the following aéts of Aflembly: An a&t pafe

fed Auguft 28, 1647 entitled *"An at fer revifing the

paraphrafe of the pfalms brought from England.” An

aginiog the paraphrafe of the pfalws,” &c¢,

=&t paffed Auguft 10, 1648. entitled ¢ An a& for ex-

. - N
~ ~.
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- ¢ from them, and now at laft by the brethren, deputed.

¢ frot the late affembly for that purpofe; and having
- ¢ examined the fame, do approve thy faid paraphrafe,

" ¢ as it is now commpiled; and thertfore, socording to the

¢ powers, given them by the faid Affembly, do appoint.
¢ it.to be printed and poblithed for public ule -hereby

* ¢ authorizing the fame to.be:theronly paraphwife of the. .
¢ pfalms of David to be fung ¥ the kirk of Seetland 5.

¢ and difchargieg-the .old pavapbrafe, and any other

¢ than this -new pasaphrafe,.:to be mide ufe of in any:
¢ congregation_ or-family, atter the firlt of May in the..

¢ year 1650. :And for uhifermity in this part®of -the-
¢ worthip of God, doderionfly récommend o prefby-
¢ teries, to caufe make poblication of this.a&}, and to’
- ¢ take fpecialcare that the famc:be timedufly put in ex-
¢ ecution, and duly obferved *.”The uncommon pains
that ‘warc.taken by thefe venerable'reformers, in the
introdultion of this .vetfion fnto the-churches, muft

feg in a ftrapger light the evil of -4 precipitant exclu-_
fien of it. The plalms whiek many coutend for are not .

~ aerfion, but only an imitation-ot David’s Pfalms, and

feem as far from being like them, as what Michal put

into his bed, when- Saul fought to kill him; “‘even an
¢ image with'a pillow of goats hair, dnd covered with

¢ acloth,’ w8am. xix. 13. But it is tinfe tor’us'to pro-:

cead do the! e -~
1I. *Head in the method ; which Was to illufirate:

the manner of performing this duty of teaching and--

admonithing one another in plalms aod "hymaos, and
S : . ; fpiritual
. I s

* This aét is entitled, ¢ An a@ofthe. Commiflionjof
the General Aflembly, approving the new paraphrafe:
of the plalms in metre, and appointing them to be:
made ule of in congregations and families.” It pafled

-at Edinburgh, November 23. 1649. ST

~
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- fpihaal fongs, viz. ¢ By finging with grace in ouf . -
§ hearts to the Lord,’ ' L
.+ 'To fiag with ¢ grace in our hearts to the Lord,’ the
following things are abfolute'y reqaifite.. - -
Firft, ‘That we are aCtually in a ft.te of grace - It is
impoffible to fir:;g with grace in the heart where grace -
is not implanted. They who are interefted in Chrift by
_feith can only-worthip God in an acceptable mammer :
¢ He hath made us accepted in the beloved,” Eph i 6.
Ouvr perfons muft be juftified, before our fervices can
te accepted. ¢ And the Lord hath refpet to Abel, and
to bis cffering,” Gen iv. 4 But methinks Lhear fome
making this reply, That unregenerated perfotis fhoold
‘mot then fing the praifes of God at all. This inference
is oply according to the rules of the devil's logic; for
the unfitnefs of men for their duty; will never excufe
~ them from the peiformance, - And it is a greater fin to’
negledt it, than perform it even in an unfaitable man-~
ner. Better tor:ad the.word pray, and fing praifcs even
in an_unregenerate flate, than omit them wholly: thig
is atheifm. that is hypocrify. Tho’ unregencrate men
_cannot blefs God for faving benefits, yet they may for
common mercies : The excellencies of his nature, the
bounty of his providence, and the offers of his grace,
alt require returos of praife. Hence all are exhurted te
this duty. *Sing uoto the Lord all theearth, Pf xcvi 1.’
¢ ‘Mak- a joyfal neife uato the Lord all ye lands, Serve
¢ the Lord with gladoefs and come before his prefence
¢ with finging, Pfal. c. 1, 2. ‘Sing unto the Lord all ye'
¢ Xingdoms of the earth; O fing p:aifcs unto the Lord’s -
Pfal Ixviii -23. Io one pfalm travelkers, prifoners, fea-
faring-mea, and fick people being delivered from their -. -
refpeétive diftrefl's, are all commanded ¢ to praife the
*4.ord for his goodnefs, and fot-his wonderta! work, -
¢ to them the children of men, P, cvii. 6 -37.. More- *
BRI D N . over.
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aver the confeflrons of guilt; the fupplications for mers
cy, and deprecations of wrath, which abound in ¢ the
" book of pfalme! thow the mind of the Lord, that even
unregenerate perfons fhould fing them, tho’ they cannog,
do it with grace in the heart, If they who are affured
of their gracious ftate only.wgre to fing the, prailcs of
Ged, few would perform it in our worfhipping aflcme

blies.. The arguments agsin{t unscgencrare perfons fing-- -

- ing the prailes of God equall; conclude againft theis
tcading God’s word.and praying. S
" Secondly, That we {ing the pfalms-of David with
¢ fome degree of knowlege’ of them. We canaot other»
wile ¢ fimg with grace ig the Leart tothe Lord.” While
the miad is fuok in ignorance concerning what is fong,
* the affetions.can never take wing, nor the heajt be fuits
ably affected.. To fing the pfalms without the knowlege
of them. is exadtly refembling the Papifts, who fing 10
2o unknown tongue, We fhould carncitly feek atieg
the knowlege of this part of God’s word. -¢ 1 will fing
¢ with the Spirit, and I will ing with the underftand-

“ing alfo,’ 1 Cor xiv. 15, 1o Ging the praifes of God’ ‘

for our edification is bighly neceflary as in readiog his,
word, that we have a humble dependance on the blefled,
Spirit for enlightning our minds into the knowlege of
them. ¢ Open thou mioe eyes, that I may behold wos-
¢ derous things out of thy law,’ Pf. exix. 18.. .
" Thirdly, 'That we fing the Pfulms of David with.
¢ grace in a lively exercife.” Every grace fhould be ex.
excifed according to the matter of the pfalm ; and the.
_xercife of one grace muft not exclude the exercife of ,
“another, Ascverynote muft be fung in its proper place,
10 render the mufic pleafant; fo every grace muft be ex-
ercifed to make this ordinance profitable. It is too com-
mon for God’s children to indulge themfelves in ground- .

while

~
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- while théy are dégligent to ftir up: the dobler gracesof

-

o N9 .
faith, love,:hope, and delight in God; efpecially whei.
their prefent ciruniftances, and the duties they arsen
gaged i, do call for them. Worihippers engaged "ia’
the work of praife, ‘and exercifing grace 'in a fuitable.
manner, while they are highly acteptable to God, 2lfo-
are a reprelentation of the church wriumphant, where’
their frames-al ways bear a proportion to their fongs.-+.
Toattain this we muft endeavour to put-our hearts in
order before we begir by meditation on God, his woiks

- and wordy thus the mufician tunes his-inftrument be-

fore he plays. There was « fitence in heaven for the
Ipace vf half an hour,’ at the cpening of the ¢ feventh”

.. {eal,’” (Rev wviik 1,) fo when we begin to praife Gody’
we ought to make a paule titl a folethn awe of-the
-Divine Majelty fett'es down upon our minds, and cuk

graces be excited -to Nively excreife, ¢ Awake up my~

-¢ glory, aw ke pfalrery and harp : . T myfelf will aw‘nkg’ - .

éarly * Plal Ivii. 8 :

“Fourthly, That we offer t6 God™ all our praifes ia
the * name of Thrift.’. No other way for"our fi-ding ac-,
‘eprance with God y hence it follows i the next verfe,
¢ ‘And wharloever ye do in-word or deed, do all in the
¢ name of the Lord Jetus, giviag thanks to Ghd and .
% the Fither; by him - The heft Chriftians bring much*
gui'* with them into G d’s p-efence, and while there,”
they are in danger o* contratting more:: This renders
it abfolntely nec=Tiry rhat thewr praifes be performed .
in Cnriff’s name. ¢ By hin. therefore, et us offer the™
* faciifice of praife t» Gol continully, that is the froid

- * ot our lips, giving thaok« to his name,’ Heb xiii (40

‘Our highcft praifes tall irfinitely beneath the cxcelleas
cies of the divine nature, and as they are our a&, are
very unworthy of acceptance with God ¢ They ftarid in

- great oecdof beiag perfumedwith the inereafc of Chrifty

D2 ;i
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“merits, as Wtlt as ‘our prayers, Rev.'viil 3. They who
fee not the neceflity of the Redeemer’s mediation ro re-
comgnend their perfons and performaaces to the divine
segard, betray great ignoranceof Ged's perte&ions,their
own waworthinefs, and the fpiritunality of the divine law,
Sothat aks of faith in the righteoufnels of Chrift are abe

folutely necefl:ry while we are payiog to the Lord the

“tribute of praife: and we have flill ground to addrefs

him thus, ¢ If thou, O Lord, fhall mark iniquities; O -

* Lord, who fhall ftand? But there is forgivenefs with
¢ thee that thou mayeft be feared,” Pfal. cxxx. 3, 4. -
Fifthly, That we perform this doty only to the Lord,
* Thus the text rons, ¢ finging with grace in ycur heart
to the Lord.” 7o praife Gud in obed.ence to his com=

mand, with a view of advancing his declaritive gloty .

and to exprefs our Tupreme love to him, is to do it
“the Lord. They who fing the praifes of God to mavi-
“feft their fkill in chorch mufic to let their melodious
voices be heard, and: thus fiag 10 pleafc their own fane

cies, or regale their oeighbouts ears. fing obly to thema -

feives;, Such worfhippers. it they deterve the -namg,

Wil meet with the divine abhoireace rather than ac-

- ceptance. * Lwill be fau&ificd in them that come righ
-4 me, and before all the people will I be glorified *.’

Having finithed what i intended in the du€trinal part

of this fubje&, I thall now make fome ¢ praftical im-
provement® of the whole for a conclufion: waving many

inferencee which might be deduced from what has becn
* faid, we fhall only take notice of the two following,

. Firft, We may fee that God is * very careful’ of his
worlbip, He has fct down the right way of worfhip-

© ping

# Lev.x 3. It may not be improper hese to refer .

the reader to M Newman’s. Diru&_ions for ihe duty .

of {inging. . T -
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' phog himflf in his word, and has not Teft this 16 the |

witdodr and: plealure of men. ‘Shew them. the form of

¢ the houfe, and the fathion thereofy. apd-she gompsraut-

thereof. apd all the ordinances-thereof, and akt ghetforms,
aad all the laws thergof 3 and write it in their fighs, that
they may;keep the whole form thercof, aud all the ordi- -

-paoces shereof, aad do them * Ezck: xlii. 1+, His carer -

about his worlhip appears in his providing & book of

- pl1kns fuitable for his-church and pepple: in-.alk agcs.

Men indeed manifeft much arrogapcy in preferibing o=
ther ways of wor(biping God, than.theferwbich he has:
apo»inted ; and hereby they highly provoke the Divice -
Mujeity. ¢.In their fetting up-of their threthold by afy
¢ torefhold; and their pofts by my pofls, and the wad.

~ . betwecn.me aod them, they have defiled my holy name:
¢ by their "abompinations “that -thef” have comunitted .

¢ wherefore I have coufumed them'ia. mine anger, e
Ezek. xliii. 8: C s -
Sccondly, How careful we ooght to be, to preferve:
the worfhip of God in purity. Fur the fin of currupt-
ing this, God threateas to * vifit the iniquities of the fa- *
¢ thers upen. the children, to the third and fourth ge-
¢ nerations.”. How careful'ought we to be of all God's
ordinances, to-preferve them in their fpiritual purity,

" when the luft command. of the Old Teftament is, ¢ Re-
- ¢ member the law of Meles.my feivaat,~-with- the {ta-

¢-tutcs and judgments,” Mal. iv. 4. And Chriff’s laft or~ -
ders to his dilciples were;——* Teaching them to cli~

%fcrve all things, what(oever | have commmarded you'" =~
M.t xxviii. 20. it ought not to-be a mstter of inc1{ler-
eace whether we walk aceording to the word of God,or

“the notions of men. L'he waters of Abana and Pharpzt,.

rivers of Damafcus, might haye beca as good for wafls--
ing away the filth of Neaman's flcth, as thefe of Jordan,. .
yet they wanted the word of divine inflitution ; theses.
fore they couid not be ufed in falik is order 10 healing,

~ s, 3 \ . L e
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‘rar &uld Gad’s bleffing beexpedted on them, 2Kings
W Le--15. Some indeed tell us, tha- it is a matier of ~
indifference to them, whether the pfalms of David or
bumao compefures are fung in our werfhipping affem-
blies 3 yet they fliow a partiality in favour of thefe; and
therefore this fecas oily an arufice to pave the way for
their ;atroduliion,  But God is highly difplealcd with
$odiflerence in any thing pertaining (0. his worfhip —w
~ % So then becaute thou art ltkewarm, and peitker cold
¢ nor hot 1 will ipue the out of my mouth,” Rewy i 16.
. "This-doctrin: may be improven in an ule of rcpros
2o the following forts of per{ins, :
- Buift, fuch as do n-t read nor highly efteem the word'
of Chrift. ltisawful to refledt on thy’ open contempt
- which is poured on the word ot Chrift by fome, and the
indiffcrence with which it i- treated byothers Itisons
By books at entcrta 'ment which d vell rich'y ia the"
greirer pars of maaki d .o ¢t is ige. Karthly kin s couns
-4t rebellion when people-pour congempt on their pro-
clamations by refuiing to give them a hearing: ltmuft
be very_provok'ng to the Divine M.jetty, to behold ihe
manncr in which mankind treat the proclamations of
grace in his bl ffed worl ¢ Recaufe | have ¢ail-d and’
¢ ye refufed, | havé ftreached out my hand and 0o mn
¢ regarded. Bur ye have fvt at nought all my counel,
¢ and would nonc of my reproof, 1 will alfo langh at
¢ your calamityv; [ will mick w* ea your fewr comeths
¢ When your fear cometh as defolation, and your de.
¢ firudtion as a whiriwind, when diltrefs and angu-{ke
¢ cometh upon you.’ Prov. i 24 .-27. )
- Secondly Such as exercife nv care abont their brew
‘threa, M :ny count themfelves under no obligation to
¢ teach and atmonifh’ their fellow men when they are
out of the wav of duty; bat rather thev lansh ar their
viess «amd niregularities, Luftead of agmomiflim wvith
o ' - : : fidelity

+
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. 'elity and tenderne’s. they fay with Cain, that Thur-
_-derery * Am [ my broihe#’s keeper.” Gen. iv. g.
hirdly, Such as do ~ nut perform’ the exercife of
‘praife to God. Quakers deny the warrantablenefs of
“fingiog pfalms “in New Teftament times: . there are -
" -others who,will not do it from a principle of pride, they
" fit in oun.gvorfhipping aflemblics as it they were firuét
Jdumb_ emd feem to think that.praifipg God ‘weuld i-
-minifh their vmponance by reducing them in this re=
Apet on a-level with the preifing molt:tude  Staange
~that any fh..uld hefitate a ,mumz:nt;,about tke piopricy
- -of this duty, and yet ex:e€t to  in eternaly in hingir
+¢ th.e fong of ‘Mofes and the Lamb |’ Such i the exu.f
‘lency of this exercife, that it inc ndes all duties in it,
-being a mixture of perfumes arifing frcm them aih
Fourthly, Such as tho they fing the piaifes of God
* repard the mufic’ more than he * frameaof their lcaite,
Thefe do not ¢ makemelodyin thuiv hea ts to the Lord.”
"W wonld hy no means condemn peopl.- for pazing re-

gard toex: ernal hzrmunv, there faould be melody .n our

.voice- as-well as in our heaits, and withoat this, difcord
:and copfufion muft enfue. Bui theie ¥sa greater dane
iger of negleting ‘he frame of our hearts than this. e

:3s the heart God looks ro. and we thou'd be moft cons

‘cerned about having it weil ordered botore him It is
* spot the voice, but the difire; not the {weet mulic ‘bat
‘the heart being deeply éng-geds not our lond finging,

" but the fervour of ous religiaus sffc@ions. thatarem: o

+fic in God's ears *. ¢ The facrifices of God are a br..ken
. ¢ {pirit: a broken and a contrite heart: O God- thou
# wi't ‘not de'pite Pf it.17. God isa Spi:it. and they
-¢ that worth p him, muft. wox(hnp Fim in fpisit and in

-¢ truth’ Joha iv, e oL F:fthly,

* Non vox fed vomim. non mufica cordula, fed cor.

’

Nen clamans fed amnans cantat in aure Dei. Auguﬂ;me@

~
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4 Fikhly, -Such :as pegle® to fing praifes to God ¢ A
4 their familics.”- To worfhip Ged in qur hpufes feems.

“gvident from.the light of naturc; hence the Heathens
<had their. houthold gods: It is founded. in equity that
for family-mercies we bave family. thankfgiving, The

Pialwilt feams to mark the, religious man’s dear . with

-this infcription, ¢ The voice of rejoicing and Glvation
+ is in.the tabernacle of the righteous : she right-hand

-¢ of the Lord.doth valiaotly,” Pf, cxviii..1§. Ihe prie

_ mmitive. Chyiftians, were fo intent on praifing God, that
they fung plalms at their meals . Jerome fpeaking of
Bethlehem, where he lived, and which he fo. much ex-

~ ols in his lctter to Marcella, fzith, ¢ You gould net go-

¢ into the feld, but you would hear the plow-man at
¢ his haliclojabs, the mower at his hymass, and the vine-
+¢ dr« fler Goging David’s pfalms” Singing pfalms made.

. up a great part of the devotion of thefe Crriftians in - °

the public allmbly, more privately in their families,
.in their retirements in the clofet and on their. waking
beds .  What a pity is it that family rcligion fhoulﬁ
be {o-much ncg]eégrd in.this age? O how beautiful is
4t for a family to join in the acts of divine wor(hipg

the mailar Jeading the devoticn aod finging the praifes ',"
of God, the fervants heightning the harmony, and the.

«<hildrea like little birds fweetning the whole with theie
sore {iuill voicc! ‘A man of God ufed to fay, ¢ This
$ is the way to hold forth godiincfs, like ¢ Rachab’s

§ fcarlet thread,” to fuch as pafs by our windows’--ua’

And he further added, ¢ [hey do-well who pray mor-
- ¢ ning and evening in thair, families,.but they do bee-

€ ter who pray, and read the fcriptures ; but they do.
I o ‘ ¢ beft.

-~ Eaquiry iato the conftitution. difcipline, unity and.
", warfhip of the primitive church.. Part 11. page.8 -

. 3 Hammen's preface to his paraphrafe on the plalmay. -

L

, .
+



ry - \
: 45 ) g
A leftof a1, who pray, sid read, and fing pillans; oall
¢ Chriftians fheuld ¢ covet carnchly the beft gifts” *.*
-A very learoed prilate writes concerning the neceflity
' of family relipion in thefe ftiong terms: * Conftant fae
¢ mily worthip is fo neceflary to keep alive and to maine
¢ fain a fenfe of Gad, and religion in the. minds of men,
¢ that where it is neglc@ed, 1 da.not fee how any fa.
* mily can in reafon be eftvemed a family of Chriftiand, |
;¢ or, indeed, to have any religion at all .’ It was the .
.uuiform pratice mong the membess of the reformed
- -ehuich in France, to worfhip God in their houies by
finging bis praife, As an ingenions writer-informs us,
-¢'That perfons of a'l ranks fuog pfala:s not only in the
¢ churches, but in their families;-and no gentleman
-4 profefling the reformed rcligion, would fit down at
¢ bis table, without praifing God by finging., Yea. it
¢ was'a fpecial patt of their morniog and cvenirg wor-
¢ fhip in their feveral houfes, to fing God’s praifes {.’
“ How ftriking is the {imiliarity of praQicc among the
people of God jin different periods and places. when re-
ligion-flouritheth amorg them? It is not fufficicnt for
-heads of families to worthip God for themfclves in their
clofcts, but they are to perform it in their private ca- "
pacity. They ougbt to be commandcrs in the fervice of
. the King of glory. after the example of Abraham, of
whom he faid, ¢ For I know him, that he will com=
- ¢ mand his children, and his houthold after him, and
¢ they-fhall keep the way of the Lord,” Gen. xviii. tg.
A commander is not only to do his own duty, but to or=

der all under him to.do theirs alio. What.would a king
» : think "

/ % Mr Philip Henry's life. . S
t+ Tillotfons fermon concerning family religion ; in

his works, vol. IIl. page 163. - |
4 Quick’s fyavdicon in Galiia reformata, val I, p. 8,
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“fhink o ‘one vibio would onty fight bihrfelF, But'sllow

_“bis fouldery.to fall away wpon the evemy? Swrely be
" wou'd look upon him-as a traitor. -Let every head of a

+family, who lives in the negle&:of family worfhip. be
-alarmed with the thunder of thefe words, * Pour odt

¢ thy fury upom!the #seathen that know thee not, arld -
- ¢ upon the families that call oot on thy name;* Jer: x. 25
- There.we fad fuch families ranked with heathens. °
-~ Sixthly, Such as pretend that they * cannot join’ i -

ifinging the pfalms »f Pavid, becaufe of the ¢ many ols«
jeCtions’ which they have againft them. - Let us now
.procecd to acar, and attempr to.anfwer thefe, © ¢

- lt’is true, .that the objeCtions whicls are ordinarily

:produced, carry in them fuch refleftions-on the Ever-

 sblefled Spirit, who endired the plalms -and caft fuch

eproach gu the ¢ gen: ration of ‘God’s children,” wha
in_ all ages have faap them, that they fcarcely defervp

‘the notice of them who belicve that ‘the buok of pla'ms |
* ds-part of . canonical feripture.  However, we fhall net

-avail cevfelves of any forbidding appearance in their gé-

 mefal afpedt, byt procced to confider them in order, -

., ~Obje€t 1. *.Maoy piffages in David’s pfa'ms breathe

¢ fuch a cruel and revecgetul fpirit againft his enemicd,

Y as is qnite oppofite 10 the fpirit of the gofpel; and,

¢ therefore, other compofares more fuitable, ought to
. "

-9 be-fung in the Chriltian chureh ? -
. Aniw. This objetion againft David’s Pfalms was'

wont 10 be urged only by Deifts, who thereby meant
10 weaken the divine authority of thefe facred poems ¢,
lodeed if thefc pafiiges were the efic@s of maliee or

Nt T T palfion,

4 See DrChandler’s reviewof a Deiflical book entiled,

¢ The hiftoryof the'manafter God’s own heart *jinwhich .~
the Dr in a very learned miannet, refutcs the charge of )
© €ruglty brovght agaiugt king David, e

1
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fGon, -it esuld not pe admitted that. the Spirie infphe
5 :h;;a. So_m_cﬁocigians glofs the matter thus, Trz?dr
alledge thatic wag lawful uader the.old Teftament dif~
.penfation to hate enemies, and to imprecate the divine’
" wengeance oh them. They feund their opinion on thig
verfe in the Golpels, ¢ Ye have heard. thas'it have been-
¢ 1uid, Thon.halt lowe thy:peighbour and hate thine e-
¢ pemy,” Mat, v.'43, Our Lord Jefus Chrif faith not:
_that Mofes.or, the prophets tanght us to hate out enea,
mies, but “it hath been faid,’ viz. by:the Scribes and-
Pharifees, who corrupted the Jaw by their falfe interpre-
tations, and unwritten traditions.. That forgiverefs of*
igjuries in oppofition, to malice and revenge; was a doca.
. trine, which the Spirit of God had tapght the Ol Tefa
tament faints, (and-therefore what.our Lord Chrift has::
. faid in the gofpels-on tbis head is not new, but an il
yftration and defence of what was alieadywritfen) muft-
- appear evident to thofe who attentively perufethe writ- " -
“ings of Mofcs apd the prophets  To fee this ina con- -
vincing point of light let us from thence fele&t the fol«
. lowing paflages. ¢ If thou meet thine cnemies ox or afs
¢ going-aitrey, thoy tha't fusely bring it back to him a-
¢ gain, If thou fee the as of him that hateth thee ly-
¢ ing under his burden and wouldft forbear to belp him;: - .
¢ thou fhalt furely belp with him,” Exod xxiii. 4, § ===
¢ Thou thalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy broth.
¢ er : '[hou (halt not abhor, an Egyprian beeaufe thow -
_¢-waft a ftranger in his ldod.” Deut. xxiii. 9. ¢ If thine *
¢ cnemy. be hungry give him bread to eat: and if"
¢ he. be thirfty give him .water to. drink: for thou
" ¢ fhall beap coals ot fire upon his head, and the Lord
*thall reward thee,” Pio. xxv 21, 22, *Rejoice
¢ not whea thine enemy fallcth, and let not thine heare -
- ¢ be glad when he ftumbleth: Left the Lord fecitand -
- ¢ jt difpleafe bim, and he tusn away bis wrath from bim,.
SOt T sy




{Q Vn ) 1

© ¢.8ariot T will do o to him, as he hath done tome: T

®-will render to the man-according to his work,” Prav.

gxiv. 17,18. 29 ‘1f1rejoiced at the deftryftion of him

“ghat hated me, or lift up myfelf when evil fonod him,
- Sipeither have I (uffered my mouth to fin, by withing
- supenrfe tohis foul;) if the mea of my tabernacle faid

s-not, O that we had of his flcth | mcammt be fatif-

sfied’ Job xzxi 29.

. “Tiés objeqtion ia pow faund in.thi mouth of 3 fet of

religious:profcflirs, wha would take it ill to be.ranked
_ with Deifks-or Sotinians. Their catholic love is fo great
" that itoverflows the land-marks betwixt truth and error,
which our reformers fet up. But it would appeéar to be

altogether a0 inconfiftant fcheme: At leaft tiele who

‘are engaged in. 3 teltimony for reformation principles
have buta tmall thareot this love; whileit embraces thofe
.who are.drenched in fuperflition. or caricd away with

feQarian delufions. Morover, théfe pretenders to thisex-

tenfivelove, do notreduceit to praife, more thanothers,
whenthey reecivereal or fuppofedinjuries. Happywould

~ jtbe for them, if they really hid avaided t6 fuch a de- - -

gree of charity, * as the man after God’s own heart was’

-pocefl=d of, whom t,heyfg feverly cenfur. ¢ I delivered

* ¢ him that without can’e is mine enemy,’” Pfa. vii. 4 -

¢« Wais me that I fojora in Mefech, that [dwell in the -
¢ tents of Keiar. My foul hath long dwelt with him-*

¢ that hateth peace.. I am for peace ; ‘but when I fpeik

¢ they are for war,’” Pfal.’cxx. '5,---7. 'While people are
fo deéfficient ot that for the want of which they unjuft. °
~ ]y bleam the royal Pfalmitt, they themfeives fland f if- *
‘condemed ¢ Thereforé thou art incttufable; O man
¢« wholsever thou art, tHat judgeft: for wherein thou °
¢ jodgelt another thaucopdemneft thyfeif, for thoudoft

: thc fdmc lhlnsl.’ ROIII. iio 1.
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" Bot in order o refcue the reputatiot of David from
the cruel fangs 8f thefe libellers, det the obfefvation al=

= ready made bé¥hrefully attended to, viz. ‘That the book

of Plalms atid’ fe>New Teftantent were bath enditgd:
by the ‘fame’ Bfiirit. * If then thé obj:&ion bas anp
_weight? it neceffar{ly fuppotts a contradiction ‘in:pur
Bible, add“makds the Holy Ghott to alfow difpofitionsy
of foil; imier dfe Old ‘Teflament ccconsiny,-which
‘clafs:with thefe requited in the New. "Tawipg off the
flain which fome méan to fix on David's charadker, in
refp-&of rihcorous'refentment againdt his enemies, fua-
'dry lnterpretations have been given ofithefe pafiiges.--o
Some thiiik that the wordsatc'capable of another trane -
{lation, as whed it is faid, ¢ Let them be confounded and
¢ pyt'to fhame that feck after my foul, L2 them beas
¢ chaff before the wind} and I¢t the angel of the Lord
¢ chafe them. Let deftrution come npon‘them-at un~
1 ¢ awares,’ Pl xxxv, 4, §.8. .Accordingly theyallege, ™
-that the words may"'bé.pf»t‘ in the future teofe, not the
_ imperative moed 5 thus, ¢ They fhall bluth-gnd be ae
¢ fhamed that feek after my feul, they thall be as chaff’
¢ before the wind, and the angel of the Lord thall chife
4 them. Deftruttion thall'come upon them unawares*.”
As to what is faid in the huadred and ninth pfalm, fome:
critics in facred literature obferve, that it ought not tg
‘be aumbered among thofe plalms wherein David is {up«
pofed to threw out imprecations on his enemies, it be-
ing only a rehearfal of thofe curfes which his adverfi-
‘ries denounced againft himielf. But we spprebend the
‘charalter of the fweet finger in ifracl can be defended
«withoue the aid of thefe 1pgenioys methods, by con-
~ fidering~kim as a prophet, aod as a type of Chrifti= '
‘As a prophet he. may be viewed as rather foreteiling,

.- * Dr Hammond's parzphrafe cn the baok of pfalms.
: [N . .
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#han wifklog for the event, which'-would inevitably
follow on thefe ways cf impiety, which his coemies
- practifed And this he did from a principle of charity
that thereby they might be alarmed with their danger,
and determined to turn to the Lord.—— As a type of
~ Chrift, he fp:ke of thefe ecemies, as the enemies of
.God’s declarative glory. ‘As he perfonated the Son of
God, he might werrartably depaunce the vengearce of
Ged upon tis enemics. '['he hundred and pieth pfalm
“igexpreflly appiicl in this manner by Peter, who fets -
forth the neceffity of the predictions in its being ae~
complithed, when he sit, ¢ Men and brethren, this
¢ fcripture muft ueeds have been fuifilled, whch the
¢ Holy GhoR, by the m« uth of David, fpake before
¢ concerning Judas, which was a guide to them who
¢ toek Jefus, A&si 10, 0. ‘

We muft carefully ditinguith betwixt the enemics .

of God’s glery and our own. Thefe we are to forgive
agreeable to the direétions which we have in both Te-
ftaments; but thofe we are rot, for ihey ftand accurfed
by his Jaw for their opcn rebelton. To fay we-do for-
give sebels againft our rightful fovereign, would argue

difloyalty, as well as an ufurp-tion of his prerogative, -
- 1t we do pot attend to this diftinétion, we thall not be
ahle to reconcile cven fome paits of the New Teltas «

ment with others. For tho' our Lord has faid, ¢ Love
¢ yeur epenvies, blefs them that curfe you, dogood to. .
* them that hate yov, and pray for them which defpire-
¢ fully we you aod perfccate you,’ Mat. v. 44 Yetit,
.8 written in other places, ¢ If any man love not the
~* Lord Jefys Chrift, 'et bim be Apathema Maran.atha,
¥ 1 Cor. xvi 22, Alexander the copper-fmith did me _
¢ much evil : the Lord reward him according to his
* works,’ 2 Tim. iv. 14 And when he bad opened the
* £fth feal, I faw_undcr the altar, the fouls of them that
. , - : 4 were

b
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~ ®.wete liin for the word of God; and for the teflimony.

¢.which they held.. An{ they cried with a loud voice,,
¢ faying, How long, O Lord, boly aed rue, doft thou .
‘:not judge and avenge our blood, on them that dwell
4 on the earth,’ Rev. vi, 9. 10. To remove this diffi--
culty we muft view the perfons whom our Lord enjoins-
us to forgive as perfonal encmies, ‘and thefe in the o-.

- ther paflages as.encmies to God’s declarative glory.---.

Becaufe the injury they did his fervants, was not from.

- enmity at their_perfons, but his caufe which they e- *

fpoufed. So that while we are to forgive our ‘perfonal |
enemics, we m1y warrantably pray for judgments oa.
¢ the beaft’ and the * fal(é prophet,’ being the avowed,
cacmies of God's declarative glory; Rev.xix. 20. ¥lo
all fuch ‘prefumptuous perfons as‘arraipn’ thé words of
the bléflcd “Spirir at the bar of their Juitpnients, and

_chirge him with infpiring the p@a’'mift with reviapetul .

expreflions, we wou'd jult fay with the apoitie, “Hay,
“but O man, who art thou that replieflt againt God,”. .
Rom -ix. 20  As the fcrinrores are a revelation from, -
heaven, it is our duty to fubmit to their determinations.
and heartily acquiefce in what is writren *, s
Ohje&t. 2. 'The plalms of David were peaned to L

. ¢ fuit the Old [eltameant church in hcr diftinguithieg.
:¢.p culiari ies 5 an} therefore, they are not ﬁt"to bz

¢ fung in gofpel worlhip’ - .
Anf Ww readily grant that important truth which,

is contained in the premils, but by no means is the
’ S ) inference’

* The judicious Durbam mentions this as one of|

- the fios we commit in praifing God. ¢ Not afleating,

¢ 1o and giving Gud the glory in the ackaowlcgement,
¢ of the jultnefs of his feverelt threatenings, and the

¢ moft feartol feriptore imprecations.”.

. 5. his expofition of the Ten Commaadments, p. 815

N
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" ferefice admifble, The Apoftle’s rule for the right”
"smprovement ot the Old Teftament, {hould carefully
be attended to  ® For whatfoever things were wiitten
¢ a-fore-time, were written for our jearning; that we:
¢ whro’ patience, and comfort of the fcriptures, mighs’
* have hope,” Rom Xv. 4. As the fume devout affeétie-
ons are neceffary for reading the feriptures s for finge:
ing pfalms, this objectien firik<s againft that as well as
this.” Moreover, if it bas any force with it, this muft
fall on reading the writings of Moles and‘the prophets, -
in God’s wer(hip; becaufethey were alfo adepted to the
Old Teftament church, and her peculiarities. But it
.order to difpel the mift in which izis intended by this "
objetion to imvolve the plalms of David, let us attens:
tively confider the fequeti~ =~ - ‘
-The peculiarities of the Jewifh church may be ar-
Tanged under two general heads. Some of them were
- prefigurations of the peculiar glories of the Chriftian -
" ceconomy; while others having no-typical references, -
£ :rved oaly to diftinguith the Jewifh church from the
neighbouricg nations, or to difplay the divine conde«
fcenfion towards her in that immature ftate. The pe-
culiarities' cf both kinds are undeubted'y abrogated --
But it is flrange fiom hence to ivfer, that there is an im-
propricty in vfing fuch words and phrafes in our pfalms
" @s have a reference to them., The objetion preceeds
upon this falle hypothefis, viz :- That the words and ™
phrafes in the pfalms, which exprefs thefe abiogated:
- peeuliarities fignify nothing more. The peculiarities of
~ the firft chfs not ohly exprefs the type, but include the
. antitype, within the compals of thcir meaning 1t was
owing to_this that they bad fuch a noble tendency to
animate the hearts and cftablith the faith and hopes of
- the fathers. 'This obfervation being admitted. it needs
‘but a thort pracefs of reafoning to difplay the propriety
o C : . o \0
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_of ufiag them juficibully in evanncf.cal worfhip, fnt!é '

“in feveral important refpets, they ‘belong to the New
Teftament church.

Neither ivit pﬂ to infer fiom the pren! Tavities oE‘

the {zcond claf, the ahllute a.m;rmnctv of ufing ‘*h
*our palins the words and phrafes which fignify the
~ Chuitltians are furely bouw W not only to culebrate’ um
goodnefs of God to themfeives, bat hla kz‘.\' 2213 tn his
angieat people and this c3nrot be done in more pré.
per woids 2han thefe, which the bel 'c ‘7 Jews uted,

" Shell the facrad hymn,of ant qm y‘r tad uf re"Jf

Chriftians. becufe they abound ia phm““ which %
nily peculiaritics pow fuperfeded 2 S noa.J th ¥ no 'n-.

-ther be ufed with grat luxJe, and thele very phrealis b\. .

-deymed graceful beauties in our gofp=! worthip, wher
we celebrate the difplays of God's love in thefe perinds,
In -vhich the p-culinities exprefled by them were fiuc-
tifi=d by divine inftitation. The dE‘C"’"‘lt inftanecs of

Gnd’s, love are moft vhnppx!y Cffgml_J in an old tlyle,

and more {triking words to cc! lehrate theat citunt bz
found than thele uﬂ.:i by the Lo s 5 pe"p ¢ who were

favoured with them, and in which’ nﬂy gire vent to-

their enraptured hearts. Unkl .d they are in facred
. murc, who do aot know how to u > king David’s l) re
" in fingiag the honnars of divine love-in its brighteft

dilpiags to the Chritian church.  Tho’ we do not ads

mit inltrumental mufic i m oar churchss. yet we fee no
1mprop: icLy in making ue of the werds ¢ p"alt..r' Jharp,

cymbal,’ &c in our pfa‘ mady, when it is known they -

" are u.cd in an accommnodated fenfe, which can w2l be
fipported by fripture- pricedents, and the uncen; ir'd
P v‘h.cpf the’ L,II'J'Ch in other cafe~ Yea. fome hive
, tmugwt that thele typified not oply the joy =nd cvh -

.t)un of heart with which God is t9 be praifed in Ny

.n ‘: .
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oFeftament worthip, but alfo thadowed forth the mane
* per of it, by vocal mufic*. ‘
~ As the wriiogs of the Old Teftament are a part of
canonical fcripture, there is o peculiar beauty in tranf-
ferring their phrafes irto New. Te¢ftament worfhip al. -
though the rites exprefled by thefe are now laid 2fide.
"There feems to be a great propiiety.iv our expreffing
-our belief, that the writings of Mofes and the prophets
are’ pirt of God’s word. in ovr facred fongs, as well as
.in othcr aéls of divine woifh'p, and as a cemonttiation
of that it is'neceflury to ufe avcicnt ftyle in our proif-
ing Grd.  Surely thcre is no impropriery in- finging
fomerimes in Mofaic ftyle,. while the church is mili-
tant, when fhe ® in a criumphant ftate does * fing the
fong of Mofes’ as well as of the Lamb. To banifh the

ftyle

.#® ¢t Ag for church-mufic, for orgms, and the like,
¢¢ thefe pimitiveages were wholiy igrorant ot them ; for
. %¢ it cannot rationaily be conceived that in thofe daysof
¢ continusl nerfecution or violence, -they could either
¢ yfe or preferve them; all that they looked after wasto
s {ing in thyme, merre, tune, and concert, to offer up
*f uoto God. the prai’es of their voices, lips,and mouths,
¢ which Clemens Alexandrinus thinks was emblema.
¢ tifcd.or thadowed forth by thofe mufical inftruments
“ m ntigned in the hundred and fifticth pfalm ; where,
«{ihte, wearscommanded to praife God on the pfal-
- “tery, that is on the tongue, becaufe the tongueis the
¢ plal'ery-of the Lord, and to praife him on the harp,
" ¢¢ by which we multunderftand the mouih; and *o praife
¢ Lim upoa the igud foundiog cymba's, by whi.ch the
€< tongae i« to be undeftocd, which founds or tpeaks
_ % th:o’ the knocking or coition of the lips.” :
© 7 E:.quiry in‘o the conflituticn of the primative
cauich, part 11. page 51, 12, -

e . -
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ftyle of Mofes and the prophets from Chriftiin affem -
blies, is a very awtul attempt. It is no lefs daring to
exclude the pfalms of David, or any part of them frqm

" the worthip of God. The pra&ice of the apoftles pn -
applying many pafliges in .the plilms to the times'in
which rhey-lived, in exprefling many gofpel truths in
Old Teftament ftyle, and the book of the revelation
being almoft enticely written in it, are all cenfured %y

- this objection ; but with a tijumphant ewidence they-
rife in proof of its ablurdity. - .

Obj:& '3 ¢ There are fo many paflages in tke pfelms

¢ of David which aie only appiicable to himfelf; that
$ herce it is neceffary we {houvld bave other compoluves -
¢ more [uitable to ourfelves in New [eftament times.”, -
Anfw ‘Some things already advanced might ferve

for a replyto this cavii *: But wefhall offer curthoughts
more fully on this point. If ithad any force, it would
be as much aguinft the Jewith church ufing David’s.
pfalms as the Chriftian ; becaufe the fame impropriety

. attended the one, which is faid to take place in the o

ther. 1naoaccommodated fenfe, the yewsss well aswe
could only fing fuch paflages as related to David as the
* Lord’s ano'nted  Here let us condefcend on . fome of
thefe paflages and fkow the improvement we ought to

- make of them. - He faith, ¢ When I fhall rcceive the

. - * congregation, I (hall yudge uprightly,” Pfal kxxv 2.

_ ¢ G~d hath fpoken in his bolioefs, I wi'l rejoice, I will
¢ divideShechem, and mete out the val'ey of Succoth,
¢¢.Gilead is mine, Ephraim alfo is the ftrength of my
 bead, Judah is-my lawgiver,’ Pfal. ix. 6,--8. Our ad.
vocates for new pfalms produce théfe and fuch fike pal-
fages, withacertain airof triumph, to fhew theabfurdity

. oL : ’ a0 w of

~

K Scethe fifth bob»fcr‘vﬁtion onthe fccond-hea_d,
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“of finging them. Bat let us fp: ak a word ia behalf of
the Lord who uafcrtcd thetu in the book of p/lms, and
di.ced them ta the chiof mufician. If abfurd ia us
» tofing thele it is £6 ks o to read them in Go s wor-
, ~dh'p, tyf reafons alieady given.  As to the firft paflage,

" which.relutcs to David’ purpofe of ruling withuprights

. a3, when he acceded to the throne of Ifiact; We ob-
ferve, that il there is oné porlon inthe w oxﬂu; :png af-
. fembly. who has a prg apelX of A'ling up an important
ftaziup in church or i{zm., as that thefe words woeuld
be Luitable fol him; then we ought heartily to join with
‘kim in praile, as w:li as in prayer, and the improve-

~.mZnt thatall of usarebeound romake of this paflage s,

’

- that in the treagth of divire grace we fauke holy relols
~mtions to fill up our refpzQlive ftacions with the greateft

integrity.. ‘As to the other pu e relativg the pialmﬂs -
ar.t cipaion of his fway'ag ¢ Seflptre ot er thedomiaia. -

T s of iftacl a wile improvemert may be made of it al-
fo In fisging it we hould exprefs ihr. mg allsof faith
ia God’s promife, whatever difficu'ties ore in the way of
iis accomp'ithment. David had the premife of God

to dopend cn, for hisbeing promoted to the government -
of Ifrael, but Le hed his way thro’ difiicultics, and yet .

we find him giving his hcart vent in the ngua;)c of ex«
. .ujtati-n: So we have the promife of cternz! life to de=
pend on, fhould firm'y believe the performarice, ' Gae
obferves on this pfalm, ¢ That in finging it we may
- % have an eyeto the acts 8f the church, and to the ftate

4% of ourown fouls, buth which have vheir truggles .

Such wire- rlraw.ng critics #s have taken this objc&ion,.

_might alio teil us with fome effrontery thatin the OId |

" Teftament fo cuch is faid about ifrael and Jadah, and'
. jn the New Teflament, concerning the difcipics, ‘the

- . -

3 Heiyinlecq .

S

Scribey |



({57)‘ .

“Seribics and PhariTees. yea in both fo much faid aboft

perlons and places as we have litile concern in. thats
therefore all fuch paffages in our Bible fhould be ahter«

- ed, being vnfit for being read in God’s worfhip. All

'perfons who will allow a2 moment’s refle@ion with fe-:

rioufnefs on this fubjec, muft fee fuch modern refise-
ments are only an artful {cheme to, weaken the autho-

_rity of feripture, altogether, But every Chriftian who:

has taken God’s word for the ¢ men of his counfellcrs>

.well knows, that God continues to fpezk te him, in

what he faid to his church. both in the Old and New

: Tcﬁa ments, and the Sprit will lcad to make a wxfe‘ _

lnprovcment of HE . _
H Lo 3 ' ' -_/ Fma}]y
b Obj;& Davld’s pfalms do not fuit oor conditionss*
* mnft we tell God it is fo with us as it was with Da~
*$ vid, when poflibiy itisnotfo? .
L Aufw All fcripture is given by mfplranen of God,

“ and s profitable tor dotriug, reproof correlion, ins-

¢ fruction, &c. 2'T'im iii.16 andwritten forourlearn.-

¢¢ ing and comfort; Rom. 15 4. The pfalms theretore

¢ are fo.. What paflage is there in the pfalms but we
““may fome way accomodate to ourfelves? Suppofe Da-

 vid fays,1 am not puffed up in mind, Pfa) cxxxi. and -

*¢ if you find your heart prone to pride, why hireis 2
** word then of admonition to you: So that while we
¢ are rcciting and declaring David's humble frame and
¥¢ and condition, we ought to lift up our hearts to God'
“ that he would work the like ffame is us: Lord, thy -
¢ fervant' David cou!d truly fay, I am oot puffed up in
* mind; Good Lord grant me this gracealfo  Suppofz
¢« we canndt find in ourfelves fuch 3 love to God’s law,

_ % as'was in David, Pfal. cxix. 97 &c. then there is a
8 word of mﬂxuc.xon to us, teaching us what we (hould

‘dg.
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" But this, like moft of the other objetions, equally mi-.

\

. #-do: we ought to pray to bave fuch a divine sff:&ion’

r " P .« . - . . .
«of them’ " It is therefore no more a lie to finx them

" of God’s people, volr IT. page 704, 705.

C (58 ).
* Finally, This objeftion includes the cavils of fome™
enthufiafts who difpute the lawfulaefs of finging pfalms-
altogether. Thefe alledge that David’s pfalms centaia-
fuch firong expreffions of faith, as profane perfons by
fiupidg his wards, utter abominable lies before God.

litates againft the Jewith church making ufe of thefe:
L expreffions ; furely we tay fing ¢ the words of David.
“and of Afaph the feer,” as well as they did ia Heze-
. ’ s . : kiah’s

- ———e Mo

$kindled in u- to thelaw of God Sothat we fing. pfilmst
a5 weread them for the benefit and good ufewe moke

¢ than toread ¢hém ; by both we recite’ what God Kas
*¢,réveal=d in his word for our admonition and inftruc-’
% tion, &c. Aod though wecannot make 41l pafliges in 7
¢ them our own, by ufing them for ou:felves, and in ,
“ our own name. as Divid did yet we maymake them -
« our own, by a fweet meditaticn on thém, for our be-
¢ pefi- andedification:” - "Squire Difocy’s portion

* tt 3 mix:d du'titude may join together in prayery’

- ¢ sod particulatly if the plams of David may be read’
¢'in the public congregation; tho’ perhap: there are’
* many prefent who do not unde ftand the meaning of
€% every phrafe ufé] therein: yer it does not follow that

. @ becaule we donot fally uaderftand the ptalms of Na<
~# vid, therefore they ought'not to be fung byus  We
¢ have beforg obferved. that there is no effntial diffe-
¥ yence efpecially a5 to what concerns the frame of ouf
* fpirit, between finging and reading : therefore it fol
t Jows that whitever pfalm may be tead may be funy?
& He that is not qualificd tor tise latter, is ot qna}iﬁi-d'

R - . : or
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“Kkigh’s days. TheLevttes and others who joined in fiags
iog, could no more apply every expreflion te them(elvea,
than manyin our affemblies. The joyful or fad condis
tionof others, may be tatter of fong tous; and the merw
-¢ies of God to his church formerly, thould be viewed -
in fome refpects as beftowed on ourfelves, beiog mem~
bers of the fame body. In this fenfe_the Plalmift faith, -
¢ He tarned the fea into dry land, they went through
¢ the flcod on foot; there did we rejoice in bim,” Plal,
Ixvi 6, The invention of man fecms to be racked to
find objcCtions againft finging the plalms of the Spi~
© git’s enditing *. . - . R
Objeét, 4.-* Preaching.add prayer are performed.in
¢ New Teftament language ; and therefore we eught to
¢ praife God in this aifo : For when we ufe Old Tef-
¢ tament werds in our praifes we mult affix New Tefta-
¢ ment ideas to them, and thus we fing not the fenfz
¢ of the pfalms, but fomething very different, - Anfw,

- ¢ for the former. The apoftle indeed fpeaksof his pray»
¢ ing and finging with the Spirit, as well ag with the
 underftanding ; but the meaning of that is that we

- % ought todefire the eflicacious influcnces of the Spirit,
¢¢ and prefsafter the meaningof thewords weufe, either

s ** inprayingor fingiog ; yet the defetof ourunderftans
“ ing,or havinga lefs degree thereof than ethers,or than
¢ we ought to have, does nct exempt os from a right
¢ to engage in this ordimance. Therefore we are not to
*¢ refufe 10 join with thofe in fingfog the praifes of God,
“ whom we would not exclude from our feciety, if we -
#¢ were reading any of the pfalms of David in public.”

- Ridgley’s body of divinity, pages 571,572, .

v * See a.judiciows aniwer to cavils of this kind,. in
Brown’s « Quakerifm the path way to Paganifm, be -
ing a fatisfaltory. anfwer to Barclay’s. ¢ apology,’ page

- 463 ---465‘., T . .

R
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- Adfi. In preaching and praying we ufc O1d Teftad
Ment as well a$ NewTeftameot language;and are bound
by the authority of God to do'fo as often as the edifica«

* tion of his people requires it. ‘Therefore there i noims«

" propriety in fiuging praifes to'God in Oid Tellament
- words, <But we affix N=w Teftaraeut ideas to them,
- This is a great error in the cyesof ourobjeftars. Cer-
- tainlya little attention to this point will diipel that dark-

nefs in which fome mean to involve it. Wherefore let

* % be obferved, that we ought to take in both Old and

Neéw [ettament ideas, in reading the feriptures of the

Oid. Teltament, which have inanumerable references to
the Chriftian ccconomy; and this onght to be done with
the fame propriety in finging the infpired fongs of David
_ It is tar from being true, that hereby we do vet fing the
- fenfe of a pfulm by affixing both kinds of ideas to it

a8 the nature of it requires, for we rather fing the full
- that was intznded by the Spirit of God,<whereas other"

wife we fing a part of the fenfe only.' ‘['hat we muft -

have ileas in fome relpets different from the primary
meaniog of fcripture, is evidént from oer reading the
prophecies.concerning the life, death, aod glorification
of Jefus Chrift; wemuit carryin our minds thé ideasjof
thefdgow being accomplithed, which the Old Teftamen't
- faints could nat. et the time they were revealed. ¢ Chefe
¢ all died in the faith, not-having received the promifes,
¢ but having feen them afar of, and were perfuaded of

¢ 6 them, and embraced them, Heb. xi. 13, Inreadiog

the mefliges which God fent by his prophets to his an-
cient people, we cannot have the idea of his now ad-

drefling them but ourfelves in thefe, Yea, io reading -

- “the New Taftament we muft have different ideas from
ghofe, whom many pafiges in it, did primarily refeét.
Surely in reading Chrifl’s predittions concerping his
owa death, the weachery of Judas and the deltruction

of ‘
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and not future ¢vents, And’in reading the epiltles we
mauft have different ideas from thofe, -to whom they

_were at firlt addrefled. It will not neceﬂ'tfilli%follpw,

of ‘the
fcriptufes, but rather that we read them in the man-
ner which the Spirit of €od intended; and thaf by af=

that th‘e’r'eb% we miftake the genuine meani

‘of Je}ufalenj; we muft conceive of thefe béinﬁ now palt '

fixing New Teftament ideas to David’s pfalms, we fing

them in their true ferife and o their full latitude. *

Obje&. 5. * As we have forts both of férmons 5:@ '

" ¢ prayers, recorded in fcripturé. yet'we do ‘not confine
¢ ourfelves to them ‘in preaching or praying; neither-
+¢ ovght we in’ our praifes to cenfine ourfelves td the

¢ book of plalms.’” » ’ ‘
~_Aof. Tt is in “vain to argue from the reafonablenels
of a thing, when.the will of God revealed in his word

'does not authorife it.  We have no cemmand nor ex-

ample in the New Teftament to make new pfalms, a»

has been alréady4héwn~ But we have abundance of

- paffages in fcripture to warrant-the preaching of the

word, and praying t6 God ‘without a form :-and no -

ground to believé that the priyers‘and fermons recor-

. ded in fcripture Were tiled ‘33 fuch. ‘We have fo pro~

mife of the Spirit to afift vs in making new pfalms, oc.
in altering thefe already made; but we have the pro-

-mife of divine affiftance in preaching the’ gofpel. < Ga~

¢ ye therefore 8nd tezch all uations,-and lo, I am with

€ you alway, evéh unto the énd of the world,” Matth.

eee "

xxviil. 1g, 20, We have alfo the promifé of the Spirit

“to enable us to pray:’ And 1 will pour’vpon the houfe
* ..¢ of David;yaxd upoii the inhabitants bf Jernfalem, the
¢ fpirit of gtace and of fupplication,” Zec. xii 10. More-

ever, there'cannot be 2 parillel run betweea preaching .

‘or praying, and praifing; becaufe thi¢ cannot-be per-
“fermed without a form, bg‘t‘théfe @ay, in regard one

~ perfon
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perfon only is the fpeaker.” The Spirit of God has noe
left upon record fuch a large collection of fcrmons aid
_prayers as of plalms, por are they fo well adapted to e-
very café; thercfore, we may cafiiy fee that this is only
a mere cavil. There cannot be finging without a form,
'c;(cept -all were enabled to compofe at the {ame time,
by baving the fame thoughts, and exprefling the fame
words. . Thercfore, it now. follows, that either there

" muft be no finging at all, or it muft be done by a torm
and if by a form, none is cquul to that which the Spirit

“0f'God has endited : His words and phrafes in expreiling

_divine things are the molt fit and empha:ical. And we

‘may rejoice that we can ficg the praife of (iod. * mot ia,

¢ the words which man’s wildom teacheth,” but ia them
which are far more excelicut,- even thefe ¢ which the
¢ Holy Ghoft teacheth.”. ., . . .
 Objcé&t. 6. ¢ To confine the New Teftament church
"¢ in her .prailes to the pfalms of David is, tyrannical,
¢ and the fime with impofing Liturgies and Homilies
¢ on the church,”.

" Anfw. It is exceeding firange that the authority of -

‘God, in requiring his church to abide by his ordinances.
~_and taoffer thefe prailes which are of the Spirit’s en~
.diting, fhould be reckomad tyranrical It was owing

- tothe amaziog love of God to his churchythat everthe =

_book of pfalms was compofed, and delivered to her, as
part of the canon. of fcripture. Tho’ it belougs not to
us, io the management of this {ubjet to eater on the

" head of impofing-Liturgies and Homilies on the church -

" of Chrift, yet we muft oblerve, - that it is very {hock-
.inp to hear the pfalms of David -compared with thele,
"which are,only of human compofure. We are pes-

-fuaded .that @any who profefs-the epicopal, religion, -

‘and make ufe of the Liturgy and Homilics, yet by no

‘means will they exalt them to an equality with the
T e - \ ¢ plalms

-
- -
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\ ;pfalms of David.! To be tved down to the word é}ad‘

N

. of

. an infringement on Chriftian liberty to be conf®ed to -

ordininces of Chrift, is opp>fition to the ‘doctrines
and inventions of mea, thouid not be deemed a heavy
burden: Chrift’s * yoke is eafy and his burden is light *
Mat. xi 30. But we rather think that to impdfe on,
the church of Chrift, the many hymas, fpiritual fongs,
and anthems which are of human compofition, is
wreathing .a yoke: of bondage about her mpck, and

- layinga burden upon her which he has not comman-

ded. , He {aith to the churchof Thyatirs, * I will put
“upon you npne other burden: But that which ye -
¢ have already hold faft till I come,” Rev. ii. 24. 25,
Such is the depravity of human nature, that men put
themfelves to the greatelt trouble in following their
own modes and opinions, rather than {ubmit te the
ordinances of divine appointment. And we find a far
greétcr keenefs for thefe, than zeal for fuch ordinanaes

hrift, as they are in the pofieffin of. Tt is long
fince foms counted it a piece of tyranny, to'be obliged

. to adbrere to the dottrinc of the feriptures, as exhi-
. bited in our Confeflion of Faith, Catechifms larger and

thorter, dire@ory of public worthip, and prapofitioas.
concerning church governmeat, and vow the notions .
of tyranay are fcrewed fo high, as that, it is reckoned

the pfalms of the Spirit’s enditing in our praifes.—— '
May it not be alfo counted tyrasny to tie' people down
to the fcriptures oY -truth, as the alone rule of faith -

- and obedience? But we fuppofe by this time we have

tired your patience, and as the other obje€tions againft
finging the pfalms of David in gefpel worfhip are fo

_ very, trifling, we fhall pafs them- by usnoticed, and

.. fhut up this difcourfe with a few exhortations.

" Firft, Let us all be exhorted to blefs God for put-
ging us in the podidion of a compleat fyften of gofpel
' - Fa ordinanges

N
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- ardinantes, in their fcriptural purity. The ordinanees
which are difpenfed amongft us, bear evident marks
of their divine appointment, and have been handed
down to us, at the expence of much blood and trea-
furg +.———Gofpel ordinances are the greatelt bicfling
which God beftows on a people. ¢ He fhewed his
¢ word unto Jacob, his ftatutes and his judgments un-
® to Ifracl, He hath net dealt fo with any natien,’ Plal.
cxlvii. 19, 20. We cannot be enough thankful for our
privileges; and inftead of pouring contempt oa praif-
ing God in-the words of David, let our hearts exule
for joy, that ever they, with other parts of fcripture,
were made known te us. It is owing to the diftin-
guithing goodnefs of God, that we are not covered
with Pagan darkoefs, Poyi(h fuperftition, or Mecho-,
metan delufion. O how little do we prize our privi-
leges! Without the light of the fun, we could wot -
"difcern the beauty of the creation; fo without the Jivht
of the divine revelation, we would not have feen the
¢ chief of the ways of God,’ even the glorious woik of -
mar’s redemption by Jefus Chrift. ¢ Through the ten«
¢ der mercy of our God, whereby the day-{pring from
€ on high hath vifited us. To give light te them that
© fit in darknefs, and in the thadow of death, to guide
€ our feet into the way of peace,’ Lukei. 78, yg.
Secondly, Let us be exhorted to hold falt every pare
of thefe ordinances. This is a day of great darknefs in
- the chureh of Chrift, and therefore the danger of their
_being corrupted is the greater: for when people lofe
views of "the fpirituality of God’s inftitutions, they.are
apt to begin to pleafe theic fancies, To hold faft the
R inftitutiong

4 From the year 1660, to 1688, no lefs than 180
exfons fuffered martyrdom for achering to the ovea, -

- vanted principles of the church of Scotland. ™ <
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inflitations of Chrift, and tranfmit them in purity to -
~ pofterity, are dutics incumbent on every gegeration of .

religious profcflors; and to hold faft the feripture .
plalms, and hand thefe down to the rifing generation, .
are herein included. ¢ We will not hide them from
¢ their children, fhewiog to the gencration to come,
“the praifes of the Lord, and his ftrength, and his
¢ wonderful works that he hath dene. ~ For he’ eﬂa-A
¢ bliflied a teftimeny in Jacob, and appoiated a law in_
¢ I'racl, which he commanded our fathers, that they .
¢ Mould make them known to their children,” Pfalm,
Ixxviii 4. 5. The vigorous ftruggles of our religious
anceltors to maintain the whole {yftem of divine truth,
in purity, will greatly aggravate our fin in letting any’
of Corift’s truths flip. * Ye therefore, beloved, fecing
¢ ye know thefe things before, beware left ye alfo bes
‘ mg led away with the error of the wicked, fall from
¢ your own ftedfaftnefs.” 2 Pet. iii. 1.
~ Thirdly Let us be exhorted to beware of coummg
any of Chrif’s ordinaucces as little matters. God wiil -
‘hnneur them who make a bold ftand for what is count<
ed little. ¢ And he faid unto him, Well thou good fer-
* vant; becaufe thou haft been faithful inm a very little,
have thou authority over ten cities,” Luke xix 1.

’ . Every ftep of degeneracy in a church appears at firft as

a little matter . A grave ¢yine compares thefe evils
' ) in
\‘ . !

+ ¢ Well, if thcy be nane of Chrit’s finall things let’
¢ them go, but if tm.y be one of his truths, will ye call
* that 4 finall thing ? His {fmall things are great things,
¢ It imight be provep to-you, that there never was a cona
- ¢ trove: [y fince the beginning of the world, even touch«

« 10g tie molt momentous truths, that was not accounte
* ¢d a fmall thing while it was occafion of trial.” =~ -
JiviogQon’s fcrmon in Lhc :mperd.x to bhis life,
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0 their firkk beginnings to the point of 2 necdle, which-

however fmall. has a long thread after it; {o thefe draw
s train of difmal conf quences after them. Imnovye

tions in the church at fitit, wear fomething of an innoe. .

cznt and attrackive afpect avd the direful confequences
are feldom advert:d to,-but by a few. What {fome ob-
f=rve of ho:l- hairs lying nine days uader water, that”

they then quicken and turn living creatures, may ex. ,

emplify the confequences of teffer matters being allew-

-ed in relinion, without a divine warrant. Indecd it

feems to be a new rel'gion 'which fome are ‘taken up
with j——2z religion which carfeth people to trezt the

princip’es folemuly cfpoufed by the reformation, as mat- -

ters of Mmaiffzrence or rither filleth them with comicy
againft (hum altegcther.--- A new relizion waoft have
new modes of worfhip, 28 heoce it is that the pfalms of

.David which h.ve bzeo fung in'the churches of Chrillty.
win o mach heavenly delight, ave now reckoned by
- mauy as quite improp.r for gofpel worliip, . When a

pople depart from Gxd, and dofpife the methods he
“tak-s ro roclhia them, he s prevoked to ¢ choofe their
e vi 4. E :

w6 wiio are minfters * of the word of
+ .1 to mikeabold ftand for every part
“ear s rdination vows bind us io the
itry, ¥0 be ¢ valiant for the truth,
< on the eurth.” Let s bzar with {slemn attention the

. W
FONILe Y

Ccherpe glven to ‘Limothy, 1 pive thee charge io the

© 6 fight of God, whe guickeasth o'l thinps, and before

) 'chu.rCBriﬁ,wh}be-"orc‘:’-ﬂtsus Piarcwitneedagood +

¢ confcfions That thoo Ye=p trais commandment, withe
¢ out fpot, .unrchukabdi>, un:il the sppeirion of the
¢ Lord Jefus Chrift,” 1 Dim. v 33, 14, Let os thow
ourx lovs to gur gloriues wall.y, by eLvovouring to keep,
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up the credit of all the part of his word, in regard
theteare fo many fubitle fthemes now on foot, to wi ke

~

he
careful to cxplain the mesping, endd ibow e epiity
of * the pfalms of David;” and thus endevovs v pre-

vemt thair falling into ¢ificpute autoLy ite paosiimae
mitted to our charge. * S they read v t! vboisia 18

¢ Jaw of the Lord G~d diftin&ly, acd gave o icwy,
€ and caufed them to underfisnd the reaving,’ Neh. vitie
8. Whatever trials we mect with in the exercife of out
miniftry, whethcr from open foes or-protcfed friends,
_let us pever think to fortake the banner of the Capriin
of aur falvation, but father e iv- to ¢ endure h:rdneis.
¢ as good foldiers of jefus Chiift” 2 Tim ii. 3 Sitan
is unweared in his attempts to bring th= minifters of
the gofpel into contempt, becaufe th- y are great enemics

‘- to the interefts of his kitgom: He thus alls the part of

“the thief, who aims at killing the watctman. that with
great eafe and fafety he m.y getinto the houfe. Toa-
Aperfe the chara&ter of Minifters,and reprefent them as
men who waant by their facred funétion only to exalt

- themfelves above others, heordinarly flirs up prrfons
who have fome reputation for holipfs that by their in.,

flueoce they may raife a faction.. Thefe act as a livé

>

bird to bring otiiers intc the vet.  Keorah, Dathan, and

Abiram bad in their company  two hundred and fifty
¢ princes of the affembly, famous in the congregation,
¢ men of renown. ‘Anil they gathered themftlives to,.
¢ gether again{t Mofes and ‘againit Aaros,and {id une.
¢ tothem ye take toamuch upon you, lecing all the con=
¢ gregation are holy every oue of them,and the Lord is
. ¢ amoung them; wherefore then fift you up yourfelves a-

. 9 bove the cungregarion of the Lierd)” Numb. xvi. 17 4

R Finally,
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Firally. ¢ My brethren be ftreng in the Lord,and in
s the power of his might’ Eph. vi. 10. To preven: oar
makiog thipwreck of the faithand a good coalcicnee let
us daily implore the com munications of divine grace.
* Now, unto him that is able to keep us trem falling, and
¢ to prefent us faultlefs before the prefence of his gltry,
¢ with excceding great joy. Vo the only wife God our
¢ Saviour, be glory, and majelty, dominion and power,

both new and ever. ~ Amean. Jude ver, 24, 2§.
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