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A CENTURY SERMON.

PSALM LXXVII, 5.

@ @4AE CONSIDERED THE DAYS CF OLD, THE YEARS OF AJa
CIEXT TIMES.

B Y the indulzence of Divine Providence, by the pre-
serving coodness of heaven, we are broughr to the be-
ginning of another Year.  And tuns is not only the be-
ginuing of another Year, bat it is the beginning of ano-
ther Century of years. This is truly a great and interest-
ing day. Scine things are great and inter: sing because
they are rare, and their rarity supgests most solen:n,

momentous, and useful considerations.  1sincerely cone

39

ratulate you, my bretiiren, that you are crrived at this

sovful period.  You are not merely broucht to another
Joi } o
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New-Year’s day, but youare preserved to the beginning
of another Age, a rew epoch of time. The vsual saluta-
tions of this peculiar day, will be reciprocally passed
vith elevated minds, and with a dignfied pleasure. !
Wherofore, my dearly beloved Lretheen, with a heart full

of a'Teetion; Jeordially wish you all a happy New Year.




-

-

&

And not only may this yearbe a year of felicity to vou,
bu* may the New Century be crowned with gondne.. :o
you, as faras you may be permitted 1o cnt. rinto 1t, anc 10
your children, and children’s children.  May the rich.
est blessings of heaven, in things tenporal and in things
spinitual,—ma the blessings of the Father, of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, ever rest upon vou, and ugon
all your postzrity to the latest generation.

It is a melancholy thought, yet of solemn certzinty,
that none of us, now before God, shall ever live to be-
hola such another day. We nerver saw such a one be-
fore ; and notiing is more sure than that oar eyes shall
never bonold another. What incalculible numbers of
men are swept from he face of the earth 1n ithe short
spice of ahur dred years! -tisarare thing.—ir 1na kind
of phenomenon, to see a person who is a husdr-d vears
old.  Where ove reaches this age, many thousands dic
long before it.  And not only the vounzsest of us here

prsent will be consizned to the miansicus of the deal

o
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b. fore th's century runs ot ; Lot ail the vations, =!ih
preseat infmbitants of the uorld For in resnect te tie

few exceptions, whose age is protracted beyond this pe-
rio-, it 15 not werth while to take them into account,
An:d not only shall we and the whole world go o 1he
stagz 1 this century, but more than ten times the num-
ber of all who are now alive on the earth. Maltitudes
w:il com into cxistence and die before the commeneo.

ment of such another era.




Contemplate the busy children of men! What hurry,
tuuit, and confusion fill the world! How are the tribes
of amb:tion pressing and struggling to climb the 1adder
of preforment ! What mauintades are exerting all thar
greniis in the invention and cnjoyment of new picasures®
Aad what hosts are toiling and pressing forward in ar-
dent pursuit after the glittering objects of time and sense !
Whauld net an indiifrent spectator, taking a view of this
labouring, driving, and busy world, suppose that the
inhabitants of it fancied that they sheuid live forever ?
How great is thy infatuation, O guilty and dying man !
Know yon not that your breath is in your nostrils, and
tha: you must gnickly cnter into that world where your
state will be eternally fixed? Whatever may be the blind-
ness, stupidity, and m:adness of man,—however hiile he
may rcalize his mortality ,—it is absolutely cortinn that
he has but a shert time to live. ¢ He coincth {urthas a
« flower, and 1s cut deivn, he {ecth also as a shadow,
¢ and contizucth not.  His days are swiftor thas a post,
¢t than a weaver's shuttle. They are passed zway as the
¢ swift ships, as the cagle that basteth te tiie prey.”
These things ovght to maoderate our anbition, huasule
our pride, wean us from the vanities of ti:is worl:i, ani

excite us to preparce for our latzer end.

How can we better improve this commcneoment of 2
New Year and a New Centary, than by reflecting up-
on the Providence of Ged dur'ne the past Century, and

in previous times ? Good people, inancicut and mudern -
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dave, have usefully emploved a portion of their time in
recolloctions of tiissort. The Psalmist declares inis con-
duct relative to this matter in the words of our text: ¢ [
¢ have considcred the days of old, th: years of ancient
¢ times.” He reflected, with wisdom and deep consi-
d.-ration, upon the times and seasons past, for his ha ni.
liation and improvement in virtue and piety. He nad
experienced, in his I'fe, many and great vicissitudes :
sometimes he wzlke. in the valley of adversity ; at other
scasons on the mount of joy. It bccomes us to imitate
thi< haly example. Aad for this parpose we shall take a
curcory view of the history of this Town, specialiy of
this Congregation, from the first settlement of the place.

Tt cannot be exprcted, in the narrow limits of a single
discourse, that T can enter into the ciwdd hisiory of this
Town ; and with regard to the ecclesiastical history, ail I
can say must consist of a few brief hints ; as I possess no
documents or written mater:als whence even these hints
are Jerived, oxcent what have been taken from tae rela-
tioas of ol 1 peopleto mein former times,  Therefore it
must not bz expected that they will Le very accurate s
nor will I vouch for the perfect trath of all that may be
said. Bat I will deliver nothing but what wears the ap-
pcarance of truth. Those whichare facts, shall be faita-
fully stated as suc't; those which are only provable,
shall be so represented.
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Though the first settlement of this Town, and the form.
ation of the first Church in 1t, are events not more re-
mote than 134 years, yet various circumstances are lost,
and many o-hers must be attended with undesirable un-
certainty and obscurty.

About the year 164, after king Charles 1T of Fng-
land had made a gift of New-Jorsey, with other territo-
1y, to his brother the Duke of York, the Duke, in a
very short time, sold this colon+ to Carteret and B:rk-
Iy ; and they, desircus to settle their lands, published
large and favo:rable accounts of the country, offering
very h.ndsome privileges and immunities, to induce
people in other paris to come and purchase the same.
The goodness of the lands, and the easy terms of ~cttlec
ment, were exbited in pretty lngh cclours, and imme-
diatcly cominanded the attention of many persons at a

distance.

In the year 167 or 1657, certain people of Connectis
ctt, abcut Gu-lford and Branford, having heard the
fame of Now-Jersey, sent 1wo or three persons to view
the country, tolearn particularly t'.e terms of pu: chase,
the state of the Indians, &c.  They rerurnad and made
a report to their constituents, in all respects very fa-
vearaole; and were soon sent back, empowered to
baraain for this township of land, to parchase of the In.
diaus, to wmake a proper location foi a town ploty and té




do every matter and thing to secure the propriety of the
lands, and lay a foundation for their immediate settle-

ment.

The ccatlemen appointed to this service appear te
have bzen persons of superior abilitics, of well informed
minds, of strong jndgment, and deep penetration. Their
procecdings, which are apparent in the plan of the town,
the wideness and straitness of the streets, &c. abundant-
ly prove this. John Treat and John Curtis, who both
dicd in the year 1704, the former in his 65th, and the
latter in the 62d vear of his age, were two of them.*

4

In 1667 or 1668 the piice was seitled by aboat 30 fa-
milies from the above-mentioned towas in Connecticut.
These first settlers brought a minister with them ; and
they became a Ciiristian Church as soer: as they became
a settlement.

The first minister was Mr. Pierson. 1t is said that he
was episcopaily ordained in the rfown or neighbonrhood
of Ncwark, in South Britain, which perhaps might have

* The little colony are said to have attempted a sett'ement
at Cape Muy; but fiading thar part of the country unhealthy,
and hearing a good report of this place, they came and ex-
plored it. The name niven to the nlace by the Indians was
Pussaic, which is sull retained by the river in the neighbour-
hood,
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originally suggested the name of this Town. Itis alse
reported that he was equally displeased with the tyrauny
of Charles I, both in Church and State, and with thecivil
madness and rcligious enthusiasm which yrevailed under
Cromwell ; and thiat he annexed himscf to the party in that
country which were called moderate Presbyterians. He
was one of those who disliked the usurped authority and
arbitrary measures of the civil government, and he was
no less dissatisfied with the rigorous and high proceed-
ings of the ecclesiastical courts. He continued in Eng-
land some years after the behcading of the king; but
prcbably finding things little meliorated by Cromwell’s
revolution and usurpation, he came off with a few friends
and followers to America, about the year, as is supposed,
1634, or 1655. They attempted different places of set-
tlement in this country ; but at last fixed in Connecticut,
in or near Guilford. Whether from the rough and in-
hospitable face of that new country, from a disposition
to wander, or from whatever other unknown cause, he
and some of hisfollowers, witha few additionaladhere ts,

became the fitst settlers of this place.

Howlong Mr. Picrson lived, cannot be fully asce: tain«
ed; but it is probable that he was the minister of the
Town not less than eleven or twelv. years. He was an
old man when he settled here, and he became incapable
of public service before he died. He wa- a man of learn
ing and piety, and pessesse:] natural abilities above the.

B
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common level. e swas eminent for his wisdom, pru-
dence, and discretion ; and probably died about the

year {65) or 1681.

His son, Abraham Pierson, who had been educated at
Cambridge College, possessed very distinguished talents
and accomplishiments; but had neither the meekness,
pixtience, nor privdence of his father.  He was, inasort,
settled with his father 25 a Colleaguc, some years before
niis death ; and matters were peaceable in the Town, and
wentwell in the Church , while the father lived ; butsoon
after his death, some became uncasy with the young
man. His abilities, and the pride of directing, were fur
beyond any thing that the congregation had becn accus-
tomed to witness. H: continued with them culy a few
years ; then removed into Connecticur, settled at K:lling-
worth, supported there an emiunent character, and died
1n a2 good old age, in the year 1708. ~In his time, to wit,
in 1701, the College of Connecticut, since known by the
name of Yale Collegs, wus instituted : and his fame was
so superior, at that t:me, for eruditien a-d other qualifi-
cations, that he was appointed the first President.  He
still continued pastor of the Church in Killingworth, and
took the care of the College in that town ; which offices

he held till his death.

The next minister in this place was Mr John
Prudden, who must have been more than 40 yecars
of age when he was settled here. Tt is probable that
he served the congregation about 12 or 13 years.
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In process of time, for reasons unknown to us, he relin-
qaished his pastoral office, and lived muny years after-
wards in the Town, in a private capacity. He sustained
a worthy character, asa man of senseand religion, though
he does not appear to have been a popular preacher.
Many years after his dismission, I1find him employed id
a Presbytery in this place, in a very difficult cause, res-
pecting a candidate who had conducted himself with
impropriety in this and in other places. He departed this
1ifa

As’

1725, in the 80th year of hisage. His charge of this
congregation wmast have ccased near 26 years before his
death.

Drawing to the close of the 17th century, it is proper
here to make a few observations.

1. The Town, after its first settlement, does not appear
to haveincreased much, either by an ingress of foreign.
ers, or by persons emigrating from New England, with
which they always had a near connection. There was an
addition to this Church, worthy of notice, about the year
1670. When the impolitick and mad persecution under
that headlong and dcbauched king, Charles 11, raged
with horror in Scotland—when some suffercd death,
some were banished, and many more fled from the king-
dom for the sake of religion and a good conscience—
three of those persecuted persons came te this Town,
were with great pleasure received by the Church, and
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became eminent and ornamental members of it. The
names of tiese three voung men were Niesbit, Young,
and Clisby ; whose posterity are still among us.

2. 1t may be ebserved, that the Town early obtained
the character abroad o: being an unhealthy place, sub-
ject to fever and agues, and intermittenis ; which was
probabiy the case. 'I'ms might bave discouraged its po-
Ppulauon by inoabitants from abread. It was also a piace
which lay consideraoly out oi pablic view ;* and the
high contentions between them and the proprietors about
their iands, as also frequent bickerings about religious
and eccicsiastical maiters; all these thiags mght have
been adiscouragemcnt to foreigners from coming amoung
them. Therctore they remusned, tor a long time, are-
markably unmixed people. The lowness and coarseness
of tae hving of your forefathers, in the last century,
would hardly pe credited, were it related to you. They
Iived upon the simple pro-uce of their own farms ; and
they had but very indifferent mechanicks among them,

Thor trade and cemiserce were very inconsiderab.)c 3
and moncy was generally scarce. A person who could
expend £5 a y-ar in groceries a- d other lusuries, was

dcemed by his neighibours rather a high and extrava-

® The unhealthiness of the Towr was owing to causes
which have long since ceased to exist : anag the new ccurse of
the cravel brs, for mary yrars, placed the Town on the publis
rozd from New York te Pmiladeiplus




13

gant liver. The cemmon s2lary which they allowed
their minister, was about £30 a year; and this was 1re-
quently raised with great difficulty, and ill paid.* The
heads of the Town did not live in a style superior per-
bhaps to the poorest people in it now. They were a re-

markably plain, simple, sober, pravmg, orderly, and
rehigious people.

3. ThisTown, in 1696, received a patent from the pro-
prictors, covering all those lots, in various places, call-
ed parsonage lands. It would be too tedious to enter y
intothe detail of perplexities, lets, and difficulties, which
they had 1in this business.

But I must proceed :

Their fourth minister was Mr. Jabez Wakeman, whe
was settled here about the year 1701; ayouny man
of very distinguished abilities and accomplishments,
and a rem-rkably popular preacher.  He possessed su-
perior talents for the pulpit. Bat, to the great afil c-
tion of the Town, he lived only about three years. He
dicd 1 1704, in the 26:h year of his age, exceedingly
Jamented, and leaving a most amiable character.

® It was a bountiful fee to the clergyman, - hen he received
halt a dnllar, or a six shilling billy for arrying the chuldren of
the first familics 1n the placee
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Their fifth minister was Mr. Nathanicl Bowers, who
was settled perhapsin 1706, and was their munister pro-
bably not more than 9 or 10 ycars. He was dismissed
for reasons not now known ; and died in 1721, in the

34th year of bis age.

In his time, to wit. in 1703, the second Church in this
Town was built of stone, a ‘ittie to the north of tae first
Church, which was a small wooden building. It wasan
exceeding great exertion of the people to erect it ; and
3t was the most elcgant edifice for puulic worship at
that time in the colony, however mean it may now be
considered. There were very consideruble d:fhcuinies
and contentions in the society to get it as larz2 as .t was.
It was bardly believed that the inhabiiants oi ti.c Town
would ever become so numerous as to fill it.  Although
the place had been settled 40 years, it has been said,
that when the walls were knee high, all the inhiabitants,
men, women, and children, could have sat upon the
same. It was so great an undertaking for the Town, that
it was the best part of 30 years before the inside of it
was finished. Vigorous attempts were made for its en-
Jargement in 1754 and ’55, when it wanted a new roof
and many repairs. The plan of cnlarging it was laid
aside ; but in 1756 it was new covered and repaired ;
and is now converted into a Court-House.

After the dismission of Mr. Bowers, in their lorg va.
eancy, a certain Mr., Buckingham nreached fo~ them,
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two or three years; but it does not appear that he was
ever regulariy scttled nere.  Warm disputes arose in the.
congregation respecting him ; some being his zealous
friends, and others bis more zealous opponents. His
christian and nunisterial character was left under a du-

bious aspect. However, in process of time, he left
them aud returned to New-England ; where he obtained

a settlement, lhived useful, and died in repatation.

The sixth minister settled as pastor of this congrega-
tion, was Mr. Josepb- W.bb; who was ordained here,
by tie Prosbytery of Philadelphia, Octob-r 22d, 1719,
You will please to observe that the Presbyterian Churches
in Philadelphia, Abington, and the whol- colony of New-
Jersey, were, at that time and before, under the care of
the Presbytery of Philadelphia. The ministers present
at his ordination, were Mr. Joseph Morgan, Mr. Jona-

than D:ckinson, Mr. John Picrson, the son of the se-
cond, and grandson of the first minister of this place,¥.

and Mr. Robert Orr. He was settled here with great
unanimity ; and for some vears there was much tran
quillity and coiwnfort i1a the Town. They had been one
peonle, of the same denomisnation, an:l had always been
Presbyterians in their ordinations, modes of Church
government, discipline, and worship.  There were no
scctarians or public divisions among them. Itis true, a

® M- Pierson was the minister of rhe Church in Woodbr idge,
at present under the care of the Reve Dr. Roe.
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diffrrence obtzined between the original usages of the
Carcn, in respect to the forin of administering the
Lor i’s 3upper, in the times of the Piersons, their first
Pas:ors, waich was supported by the persecuted from
‘Scotland, already mentioned—and some of their later
ministers, who introduced what I hav: always consi-
‘derad an unhapoy custom, that of dismissing the con-
gr~gat.o1, and-ad:ministering the sacrament in a private
manser. Leaving this—in process of time, a very incon-
siderable incident fell out. which kindled a greater flamne
in the congregation than has been since known. A tri-
wial charge was brought against one of the members of
the Charch ; which, coming at length before the Pres-
bytery, was repeatedly tricd by that body with a so-
lemnity far beyond its importance. The Presbyvtery
almost always decided in favour of the accused, with
slight rcflections on the Church, and with ardent endeav-
ours to keep peace in the Town, and prevent a separa-
tion. It would be a long undertaking to go tarough
this controversy. Mr. D ckinson was called hither to
preach upon the occasion ; and a laborious controversy
between himand Mr. Beach took place in consequence,
till all parties were weary of reading the pamphlets. The
matter alluded to, was the beginning of the Episcopal
Church in this Town. One or two leading characters
declared themselves dissatisfied with the Presbyter:an
form of Church government, and that they belicved the
Episcopal mode, as practised in South Rritain, was niar-
est to the gospel rule.  Hence originated the E piscopal-
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Church inthis place, in the years 1732, ’33, and ’34. The
history of this affair, in its origin and progress, consists
not with iny present limits.*  Passing this,—many of the
Presbyterians becam - dissatisfied with Mr. Webb, in the
course of these heats and controversies. The final issue

* The member of the Church alluded to, was Col. Jnsiah Ogden,
whose grand children are still alive, and are among the most rese
pectable inhabitants of this Town. The fact was, that Col. Og-
den’s wheat had been cut down, and was likely all to be lost by
long continwed rains. A certain Sabbath presenting him with
very fine weather, he was induced to draw the grain into his barn
on thar day ; supposing that it was a case of necessity, and that
be was justified in sodoing.  The Church thought differently, ard
tried, and cenzured him. The matter was brouzht before the
Presbytery, and Col. Ogden was acquitted. But the hreach was
too wide to be healed thus. Col. Ogden and some other pers - ng
withdrew, and were the first materials of which the Episcipal
Church in this Town was formed.  After this separation, the Rev,
Jonathan Dickinson, of El:zabethtown, was cailed in by the Pres
bvterians to preach a serunon against the points advocated by the
Episcopal Church, This sermon was preached Tane 2d, 1736,
and called forth an answer from the R=v. John Brach, Episcopal
minister of Newtown, in Connecticute Mr. Beach had been
the congregational minister of Newtown ; but, in 1732, withe.
drawing from his connection, he received Episcepal ordination,
and continued the minister of that part of hiscongregation wh:ch
still a:lhersd to him. A long dispute ensu-d between these two

Reverend Geantlewen, which is still before the publics
C.
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was, that application for his dismission was inade, by a
major part of the congregation, to the Presbytery. One
hundred pouads were offered nim, with security for ar-
rears of salary ; wiich proposals he accepted, and was
accordingly dismissed. Mr. Webb was a man of a kind,
benevolent, and religious character.  He was meck,
peaceable, and inoffensive ; disinclined to controversy,
and therefore cultivated notalents for it.  His dismission
gave great offence to the ministers and churches in the
neighbourhood. All acknowledged that his abilities were
not of the strongest kind ; but that he was a plain, faith-
ful, and pains-taking minister. One thing 1s certain ;
he was a man of a public spirit, and the general interest
of the Churches and religion lay near his heart. I find
he was a diligent attendant upon the public Judicatories
of the Church. You will see him frequently at Cohansa,
Philadelphia, and other distant places ; and decply in-
t-resting himself in the advancement of Christ’s king-
dom. Though he was not a great, yet, I believe, he
was a very worthy minister of the gospel. I will pass
no reflections upon the Town for his dismission ; although
the worst thing they could say of him, in the times of
party spirit and tuinalt, was that he was too peaceable,
and too good. In lessthan two yearsafter his dismission,
this worthy and good man came to anuntimely end. He
and his son were both drowned in crossing Nea-brook
ferry, on Connecticut river ; which event awakened
much sensibility and feeling in this Town,
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We come forward in our sketches to the seventh mi-
nister of this place, who was settled with precipitation
after the dismission of Mr. Webb ; to wit, the eminent
and learned Mr. Aaron Burr.  He was truly a great
and good man, whosz fame not only z2rose to pre-emi-
ne :ce in this conntry, butspread, in his shortlife, even
through vario s parts of Europz. He was ordained and
installed pastor «f this congregation in the year 1737 or
1738. He was a man of superior abilities, distinguished
accomplishments, cnnent wisdom and prudence, and
of a most unifor: and d’ignfﬁed‘ deportment. My feeble
pencil, did it dare to attempt his portrait, would only.blur
and mar it, in the view of all who knew him. You have
seen his character delinzated with the plainness, force,and -
prouricty of guarded truth, in his funeral sermon, deliver-
ed by the Rev. Caleb S:nith ; and his picture drawn to
the life, by the nervous and beautiful 'pen of the late Gov-
ernor Livingsion. After these great painters, both in
the simple and sublime style, I may be excused from
making a clamsy figure, which would be equally super-

Auous and disgusting.

I procced in my narrative, After Mr. Burr was
settled herc, he taught a Latin school in the Town,
with bigh reputation, for a number of ycars. Jo his
time, the village flourished exceedingly in trade, man-
ufactures, and agricalture. It grew in wealth, po-
pulation, and respecctability, far beyond anv thir~ (g
which it had before attained,
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In the year 1746, the College of New-Jersey was insti-
tnted ; and Mr. Jonathan Dickinson, w.ose fame for
learning and abilities was in all the churches, was chosen
the first President.* He died the next year. The trus-
te- s were greatly j.erplexed, as well as distressed, on this
melancho y occasion.  But they concluded to place the
students under ‘h. care of Mr. iurr, in Newark. Upon
th experiment | eing made, they found that his activity,
Literature, and public spirit, were not only adegnate to
the task, but far cxceeded their most sanguine ¢ap--cta-
tions. Hence they soon and unanimously elected him
the second President. He presided over tins infant in-
stitution, in this place, for 8 years ; and fostered, and
raised it to illustrious fame.

When th. permanent residence of the Cellege was de-
terniined, by the tiust es,to be at Prinecten, grea o flicul-
ties and disputes arose hetween them a d this  congre-
gation about the removal of Mr. Burr irom his pastoral
ctarpe.  The question was then new, and was discussed
w:th much learncd disquisit on, whether the pastoral re-
la::on between a minister and people could be dissolved,
more than the rclation between husband and wife. The
trustees pleaded strongly on one side, aud the people on
the other  The Enal argument whieh finished the busi-

nes:, and terminated this altercation, and must ferever

* The College was establihed under the pationage ¢f Governe
or Beliher, whe named - Nassiv Hallo o Fenor of the Prince

of Crunges It was first fixed at Elizabeihituwte
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put an end to disputes of this kind, was what logicians
teran argumenfun ad hominem. After much said about
the utility, importance, and necessity of his removal, this
argument was stated by the trustees to the committec of
the congregation: AUl covenanis mus! be entered into
by two parties, and are wmutually binding ; and
each party ought to enjoy equal rights and prizilezes in
the continuance or dissolution of them. This the commit-
tee readily grasted. Then the trustees proceeded to lay
down this proposition ; that wcheneveir a pecile were dis-
sat:<fied with their minister, they sucd for h-s disniission,
and obtained it, however much the niaister wias oppaced
to tf, After siating various instancas in othor places, he
brought the argum:nt home to their o-=n basoms ; say-
ing, Did you no! disiniss Mr Abraham Pierson, Mr.
Pr.adden, Mr. Bocers, and Mr. WWebh ;—all the ministers
you czer had, cxcept two 2 And were nof the most f them
utterly opposcd to a dismissicn 2 Ii'ere they ever chareid
eliler with heresy in doctrine, or immoralityin practice 2
i ihey nof plead bofore o theiv long and facihpil ser-
vices, your depriving them «f ‘heir bread and cf iheir lre-
ina, and their incepacity, at therr time of life, o enter
inlo other business 2 Ihd you, inthes: instances, sup-
pose the agreement belwecen a pister and congregation bore
any suailitude to the marricge covenant 2 The conmiitice
were satisfied ; and th - candid and jadicious part of the
congregation agreed that Mr. Burr should be dismissed,
Accordingly, bis pac?m"‘l relation was disselved i 17535

and in October, 17:6, be removed winh the Cullege to
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Princeton ; where he died the September following,
(1757 ;) and was buried on the Monday preceding theday
of Commencement. llis death was an awful strok.: to the
College, and inflicted a deep and cxicnsive weund onour
shurches.

In the time of his ministre here, ther» was a remarkable
revival of rehigion. It began inthe your 1739, and provail-
ed in 40 and ’41 It was not confiaed to this Towa, but
extended to most parts of our coun.ry. It wasa very ¢x-
traordinary season of exper:mental and practical reli-
g1on, of awakenings, convictions, and conversions ; so
that therc was none likz it bofore, nor has there been
any lik= it siuce. Those who wish to acquaint them.
sclves more fuily with the his-ory of this work, may ob-
tain ample information by reading Giiliz’s coiieciions.,

After President Burr’s dismizsion, the congregation
continued vacant, in a state of unhappy contention, 1ill
the year 1759.  Some bluined the Presbytery for taki:g
away their minister, others rcflected upon their neighbours
for coasenting to his dismission ; and by one means and
another, they were divided among many candidates, until
their morti{ cations and vncasinesses subsided by time ;
aud they quietly united to call their present minister,
who preached his first scrmon here, June 28th, 1759,

it wou'd neither be decent nor expedient in me to bring
tke history of this Church lower down,
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Time would not allow me to detail the disputes which
prevailed in tlus Town, for many years, about your par-
sonage lands; nor to attend to the charter which was ob-
taincd from governor Belcher, for holding all the pro-
perty pertaining to this congrezation ; nor to mention
many other things of real impertance,

These historical hints would admit of a large, useful,
and rcligious improvement, would our time permit,

They might usefully be improved in admiration of the
aoodness of Divine Providence, in preserving and increas-
ing this society ; in gratitude to God that he has given
to us a goodly heritage, ard has caused the lines to fall
to us in pleasant places; in praise to heaven that a3
Church has been continued in this place so long ; in

thankfulness that you had such pious and reputable an-
cestors ; and in a way of excitement to be followers of

their example, and wisely and diligently to improve our
time. We mnst soou follow our fathers into the cternal
world, and leave our Town and Church to others.

Allow me to close this subject in the woids of the Apos-
tle, after he had given to the Hebrews the history of
tieir forefathers, their faith, practice, and holy living :
¢ Whcrefore, sceing we also are compassed about with
‘“ so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
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¢¢ weight, and the sin which duth so easily beset us, and
¢ letus rua with pasence th - race 19t is set bafor- us,
¢ looking uito Jesus, tae autaor and tinisner of our
¢ faith,”” AMEN,






