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INTRODUCTION.

e AL H e

Twre Committee of Arrangements in behalf of the
Town of Newark, return their thanks to the Reverend Do&or
Macwhortor, for the Difcourfe dclivercd this day, on the Dearu
of General GEORGE WASHINGTON, and rcqueft the
favor of a Copy for Publication.

JAMES HEDDEN,
JOHN PINTARD, Committee.
WILLIAM S. PENNINGTON,

Newarx, Decerser 27, 1799,
e . — 4 | ———

9o tug Respscten Citizens or New.arr,

ATt whole requeft this Difcourfe was Compofeds
D.ivered and now Publifhed.
It is moft Refpecifully Inferibed,
Dy cheir Friend,
Yellow-Citizen,
And moit obedient,

And very humble Servant,
A. MACWHORTER.
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It cannst be unaccoptalle to the realsr t introduce to his uotice, the
enfuing Difcoursey by giving an extral from avkat avas pullifh:d
in th: Newark Papers, refpelting the obfervation of that folemn
day.,
Newark, DecemMBEr 28, 1509.
PartrictpaTING in the general grief, occafioned by the death
of our illuftrious countrymen GeneraL GEorGE WASHINGTON,
our village by a unanimous refolution of its citizens, appointed
Friday the 27thinft. to be fet apart as a day of {.'pecial mourne.
ing, accompanied with folemn exercifes of devotion : conceiving; -
that the facred duties of religion, would xﬁt only te the highelt
tribute of refpc® to the memory of the late beloved Father of
his country, but alfo, the moft fuitable expreffion of humble re-
fignation to this afli&ive difpcnfation of -an over-ruling Provi-
ence, in whol: hands are the iffues of life and death, in whofe
fovercign will is fufpendcd the fate of msa and empires, and
whole gracious interpofitions have been fo manifeftly difplayed
in the cvents of American hillory, ‘

~

I recording the coramonics obferved on this melancholy and ‘
never-to-be-forgniten ocealinn, we do not prefume that the 'n0~
delt evidences of our unf:igned forrow, can poflibly fhed 2“7
luftre on a name, which far tranfcends all human praife. The
pizinand fimple re-ital of our village rites will teflify, that the’
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among the leaft, we were not laft, to difplay within our humnble
fphere, emotions of fympathy, in unifon with our brethren of the
United States.  Following (e dictates of pure and genuine gra-
titude to the memary of the mun, who under God, was the in-
ftrument of our country’s indcpendernce, every clals of citizens
combined in one common effufion and liberal indulgence of the
finelt feclings of the human heart.

Pursving the plan previsully adopted by the Committee of
Arrangemcnts, the Proceffien turmed at the Academy, with
the Military in front, unier the command of Major Beach, and
moved at 12 o'clock in the following order

1. Mufic, playing a dead wiarch with muflled druins.

2. Captain Hay’s Compuny of Light Infi ntry.

3. Captain Van Arfdale’s Comp;;my of Yederal Blues, with
their ftandard drefied in mourniz ;.

4. Captain Parkhur(t’s Compapy of Airidlery.

5. Captain Johrion's Company of Cavalry, dilmountzd,

6. Field Officers, and Odicers or Militia,
~ 7. The Rev. Clergy of the town with fearfs, and the Clergy
»f the vicinagc.

8. The members of St. JoLn’s Lo,

9. The Magiltrates.

so. Captain (Colonel) Hay’s Comnan - of Silver Greys,

1t. f’reccpmrs and Scholars.

12, Citizens.

ALTnGETHER compofina perhaps as numerons a roceilion
as iiave ever boen allembled in thic town,

Tue Military marched with reverfed arms, and on arrivirg at
the Church door, opened their 1auks, the whole facing inwarde,
and refting on their arms, formed 25 avenue throvgh which the
remaiader of the Proceffion puidca.
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Tur covzmonics of the Charch were introduced by the Rev.
Dofor Ogdenin @ well adapted prayer. The Rev. Dy&or
Macwhorter delivered the enfuing Difcourfe. A crouded audi-
ence liftencd witl profonnd attention, and a multitude of eyes
were fullaled with the precious cryftal of meliing fenfibility.

As the moft appraprivte mark of refped to the Firf? of Citi-
zenry the A llrefs of the Jute Prefident, on his deelming a re-elec-
tion, was rcad Ly Alcxander C. Macwhorter, Efq. The impor-
tant advict contrined in this laft legacy, could never come more
home to the bofoms of Americans than at this folemn moment—
It was the voice of WasuisGrox, {peaking from the tomb,

Drvine Service being concluded, the troops fermed in front
of the Church, and the Procefhion pafling through in inverted
order, they marched with fhouldered arms and unmuffled drums
to the Academy, wlerc the whole was difmiffed.

We fhould do injullice to the fabje®, were we to conclude
without a remark on the decorum and orderly condu& obferv-
ed by every defcription of perfons on this mournful occafion.

Not a {ingle incident occurred but what will bear a pleafing
retrofpect ; and in our viltage annals, this day may be tranfmit-
ted to poflterity unfullied with a Rain.

Were we to difcriminate any individoal circumflance as de-
ferving mor= particular notice than the reft, we fhould felec the
fraternity of Tree Mafons, whofe f:are in the Proceflion attract-
ed every eye, and gave a folemn dignity to the whole. Theem-
blems and badges of the order were all veiled in the deepelt
mournin ; and a2 monumental Obelifk® to the memory of

S ?
ot

*The Obelilk (fince repofited on the Altar of St. John’s
Lodge in this town) is three feet in height ¢ confifting of 2 bafe
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sheir Ivnvstnious BrorHEer, borne by the two eldeft ard mo?
velpectable mcmhers of the Lodge, which, during the'time of
divine fervite, was cievated on the defk below the pulpit, made
a moit ftriking impretlion on eveiy beholder.

Siv tranfit Gloria Mundi.

and pyramid of accurate proportion, reprefenting black marble. -
The front of v Lick,exhibits anexaé likenefs of Generul Walhing-
ton,in white bus-rclief; above which are mafenic emblems in pearl
and gold. The remaining three ﬁgics contain the three great
chara®eriftics of chriftianity, Iaith, Hope, and Charity, alfo in
white bas-relicf.  On the bele are infcribed the name and dates
of the age and dcath of the biight lumicary of the weftern
world, with morumental infcriptions. A wreath of laurel en-

eircles the top.
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A
FUNFRAL SERMON,
DELIVYRRLED
IN NEWARK, Dczc. 27, 1799.

BY

ALEXANDER MACWHORTER, D. D.

Afv Drar Trienps
Axp T'errow CiTizENS,

‘TurovcHouT a minilterial life of more than forty-one years,
I nzver ftood in the fiucred defk with fo much relu&ance, as on
the prefent occafion.—The obje&, you with to be culogized, and
to be portrayed in all the colours and dark fhades of weeping
forrow, is far beyond my fecble pencil, and trembling hand.—I¢t
fzcmed t0 me impoflible, cither to evade, or decently excufe my
{if froma a compliance with the honorable and felicitous requeft
of my reipe&ted Town{men.-—But, it is now too late to offer
nnavailing apology.

The text T have feleted as the theme for our mournful me-
ditations, yeu fnd secerded in

DruT. sxaiv. 5. So Moles the Servant of the Lord died.

Wiarinegron the groat!—Wasningron the admired !—
\Wassinaerox the beloved ! —is no more.—~Doleful the found !
-—~Fainful the thought!—1Jow cxtenfive is the ftroke !—How
dcep the wound!—A nation groans—clothes herfelf in fable
weede—-and pours forth the bittereft lamentations—Sortow fills

B E
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the heart, and a molanchily fuln:sll Lreeds on every counte
nance.

gaT, while we pay the jult tribute of mourning, in konor of
Ahe deceafed, and thed .the tear of {ympathctic woe, let us re.
member as men and chrittians, that the Lord God Almighty
lives ;—Ile fits at the head of the univerfe ;—dire&s all events
throughout his extenlive dominions in infinite wifdom and good-
nefs.—* A {parrow falls not to the ground without the notice
¢ of our heavenly I'ather,and the hairs ¢f our heads are all num-
¢ bered with him.”

IT canrot be expeded that the charadler of this eminent man
can be portrayed at this time.—The genius o the peet, and the
energetic eloquence of the orator would fail in the great attempt
how far then muft my feeble powers fhrink from daring fuch an
undertakinz.—Pocts and orators will no doubt cxert all their
learned abilities upon this fubje@y; but, it is the fimple retail of
the hiitoric page, which alone will be able to do juftice to a life
fo extraordinary.

Avt we fhall pretend to, on this mournful day, will only be,—
to touch upon a few of the outlines of fome of his virtues,—fome
of his more prominent excellencies,—and dire® our minds to
fuch chriftian refle&tions, as may be a proper improvement of
this gloomy difpenfation of divine providence.

Tuis diftinguilhed perfonage fhome confpicuoufly in a multi-
tude of the private virrues.—It is recorded of Mofes, and given
as a fummary of his private chara&er ; ¢ That he wus very meek
¢ above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.”—
S0 with regard to hism, the laws of meeknefs, kindnefs and bene-
volence ever dwelt upon his lips. And for many years Mount
Vernon has appeared to be the refidence of hofpirality, liberality
and charity. What thoufands, and thoufands have experienced
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the Llefings of his benefeent hand >—What Job, tn ancient times,
the greatelt man in all the Zag, declaved, with refpe& to hine
{clf, may with ftriking propricty be applicd to bim.  He ¢ .-
« livered the poor that cried, and the fatherlets, and him that
« liad none to help him.”  He ¢ caufed the widow’s hear: to
s fing for joy.” Yca, he ¢ was a father to thie poor.” Ie ¢ broke
« the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the fpoil cut of his teetiz.”’
I1c ¢ witheld not the poor from their defire, or caufed the cyes
« of the widow to fail, ot eat his morfel ulone’ * '
Oxs thing very remarkable in Lim, and was often obferved by

L]

* Gin. Wasniwcron aves an wwifor proLr of the chriflian
religion.  He fleadily Jipioustenanced vice ; aokired the prisciples of
infdelity, and the praitices of iimporality,  If:awas a conflunt and
devont attendant upon divine avorylip.  In the arny be kept no chape
Lain of his covny bit ateended divine forvice avith bis Brigades, in ro:
tatisny as far as conveniongy w524 o 3 prolably to be an exam-
et Ui officersy and dncourage his fildicrs to rofpe? religisa, It
Sreadily atiended the eusrfbip of God avlen Lroilent. He awas not
in this rofpeit ke tonnnanyy avbs pradically declars therifeloes fuperior
to kausriny their Blaker in the ofices of voligions  H frmly belicved in
tie exiflznce of God and his fuperinterdinz providence.  This appears
inalmefl all bis [pecchos and proclamations.  If: avas educated in the
Lpilccpal Churchy and alavays continusd & mcinber thorest; and wag
wiornament ta the fames  Heavas troly of a catkalic fpirity and con-
JAbred the diftiilions of the groat dnsiiinations of chrifliansy rather
s \bades of diiforence, than any thing fu'Raintial, or efential ¢ fal-
<ulions  After Prefident Wafhingtsn!s inasguration into bis bigh
Liee i Noaw-Yorky knowing  the sultilicity cf bufinefs to axhich e
>uft attendy and that be muft not be interrupted by comtinual vifitants,
“icafioned every Tucfday and Friday, betarcon the hours of two and
sty for raceiving wintsy and that vifits of compliments on other days,
«ud particularly on Sunduys, avil! 2ot be agresalle 26 him?® 1 pro-
Jace this quelation b fliow the great voverenoe ko bad for the Lord's
3.0
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his fiisnds ; lLiow it was poilible for a man, whofe mind was full
of carcs,perplexitics, embarraffiments,and great concerns, to attend
atalltimes, wich the graces of the politelt eate, to the vavious mizin.
tiz of what is Riled gosd breeding, or the accomplifhed gentlenan.*

H1s capacious mind was not only formed for the grand arts
of war, policy, and le rillation, but it comprehended the common
rts of lile to an cxceeding high degree, He was one of the
moit fkii'ful and fuccefsiul hudbandmen in his country. [1°¢
not only caltivascd, and improved his own farmin the mott ad-
vantageous and beautiful manncr, but he greatly improved the
farms of his ncighbours in various parts around him by his ex_
ample and by his inftruction, So that in this line, he might be
Riled, & comploat farmer,

*EsipEs this, he had a polithed tafic for many of the finc a:ts,
zud fer the graces of certain branches of polite lizeratwre.  Iic
excccded the moft of men in epillolary writing.  The volumes ot
his lettors, which have been publiiied wiil remain a Rundnr mo-
numernt of his exalted accomplithments in this reffcli. The
world has been dunned for ages with encomiums upou the ¢pif-
tles of Ciccro and Pling, as mod.!s of paric@ion in this fecics of
learning 3 bur, let them be compared with the former, 1 mult be

wwangely miitiken, if their glory will not evtremely fufler, and
probabiy be jcually overthadowed by the experinient.

® Ll ranis o iencron ts chillreg oo cljeils of L peckbiar por
litonesy  2f cied JF and placid fererity ever furrounded Lim. Cfcw.’*.u’
wialtilndes of litlle ones did be taie a tonder and condsfeending natics
«Ind ladlics of cvery clafs vriverfilly aehnonl o dyed evith pride s re.
Jrediful aicibtions Ile avas aperfin of fuck prifled plitingliy ilat
i;y:/rm:dfr; awardd fupprjey Fe Fud noiFinc elic to altemd sy but L
eliqustte of gonitedd corensny.  Eenvas barzly ever knoruny to be fie

Cident to abfonce r.g/' rind.

’
+ Confider t': '.;.f’i’ diTerence o te elaraiion and emplyizents of
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He wrote with amazing facility and readinefs ; communicat-
ed his ideas with the greatelt precifion, perfpecuity and energy.
Oftentimes daring the latc war, L:e had to dire&® and corre& in
various inftances the proceecings of Congrefs. By the firetch of
his fugacity and fuperiority of hnowledge he frequeniy flathed |
ccuvid®ion upon the minds of that great heufe, cminent for wif-
dom and underftunding, {o as to induce them to adopt his mea-
fures, and alter or relinquith their own. His labors in wiiting
in that perilous period were immenfc; and were there not the
mof incoatrovertible evidences thereof,weuld fecin to excecd all !
credibility. FHis military orders, his letters to Conore’s, &e.
compole more than tLirty voitmes in folio, which are preferved
"In the nationalarchives.

Let us now contemplate this great man in his military char.
ader. With jultice it may be fuid, “He wasa man of war from
hisyouth.,” When he was very young, lic girded on the fword,
and entered the martial field for the defence and proteétion of |
his country. In the begiuning of what is called, The [ French
War, the Trench and Tndians made incurfions into the frontiers
of Virginia. Young Wufhington, with a few militia companies
of about three Lundred men, immediately flew into the wilder-
nefs to repel tlc invading aggreflors.  The enemy were nume.

Cicers and Pliny from Wa'bingtom, The former avers educated in
all the learning of Gréece and Rome.  Compofition nwas their bufinefs
Srom their youth.  They awrote in all the quietude of retirement 3 bat

the letters of the Latter had mo advantages either from a covingon liber~
al education or common fludy. They were avritten upon the Spur oj';
the monument, and generally in the burry, tumult and confufion of war ; |
and many of themy I may fay, amidf} the beating of drums and din of
arzise Xetthe natice -34ullions of bis pen, flowing from bis fupzrior
geniusy and as if it avere from an infpired palifh of literaturs, inmy
piniony far exce:d thom, and will be much bester models for tre imis
trtion of youthe |
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“rous far beyond his expe@ation. The advanced and reconnoi-
tering parties had fkirmithed. He dctermined, if pofible, to
chéck the enemy’s progrefs. For this purpofe he threw up a
hafty and trifling fortification, in a place in that country called
a glade or favannah, which is a fpace of flat ground deflitute of
trees, and generally of fhrubbery. This wife mancuvre was to
oblige the enemy to leave their coverts and their trees, and
make the attack in the open plain. The enemy, confcious of
their vaft fuperiority, confifting of nine hundred French, befides
Indians, fure of conqueht, rufbed furioufly to the affault. They
were firmly received, and the a&ion became fevere and dreadful.
‘More than half of Wathington’s corps was {l2in by his fide, and
more than twice that number of the cnemy fcll.  The final con~
clufion of this blcody fcene was, that the French commander,
finding with what brave and defperate men he had to dcal, of-
fered him an honorable capitulation, which Wafhington accept-
ed, and nobly marched off with the honors of war.—Although
he loft the field, yet he gained what was equal to a viftory, by
arrefting the progrefs of the enemy, and covering the frontier
fettlements. His condu&, his bravery, and his military genius
difplayed at that time, acquired for him great renown, and turn-
ed the attention of the public mind towards him. This was the
beginning of that aftonithing martial fame, to which in procefs
of time he arrived. *

® The event to which I have alluded took place in the year 1754,
but it will be f2id I ought to have introduced him to public vicaw pre-
vious to thiss I “wrll knoww, that juf? aftcr he paft his age of 31, in
the year 1953, be was bonorsd ewith a commiffion by Mr. Dinewiddie,
then governor of Virginia, to M. St. Picre, tke commander of a

“French Fort erefted on the Obio, % to demand the reafon of his boftiie
$¢ procecdings, and to require bim to awithdranw Lis forces. emmHons b:
travelled thro® a tracklefs wildernefs of bundr.ds of miles asitly only a
JSingle companion avith their provifions on their back, and bow ke wat
treated by tte haughty Frerciman, and fen! back with ignominy ain!
continpty cvery one may fez in She [ifferics of thos times.
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Tur campaign of the following year, according to my re.
erdledion, when Gen. Draddock, a veteran” Englith officer, with
a refpe&able Furopean army under his command, accompanied
with ftrong colonial additions, marched for the purpofe of def.
troying Fort Du Quefne, (now Fort Pitt) and driving the ene-
my from that quarter ; cxterminating them from our territory,
and giving deliverance to an extenfive frontier of our country. J

A~ this period ovr rifing hero was only a common aid in the
qeneral’s family.  This mighty European, utterly ignorant of
~ the wiles and prowefs of the foe, plunjed precipitately forward,
=aving part of his army far in his rear, foon fell into an Ambuf-
€ade.  He himfelf was Lilled, and his forces ronted by anr enemy
perhaps, he never faw. At this awful crifis, young Wathington
burflt forth, flew to the head of the colonial troops, which the
general had contemptuoufly put in the rear, aroufed them from
their panic, rallied them, and underftanding the Indian mede o
warfare, impeded, cliecked and bafRed the progrefs of the cremys
covered to admiration the retreat of an army of Britons, faved
multitude of lives from the falping knife, and obtained for him,
felf immortal laurcls. e received the thanks, the plaudits, and
bleflings of his country. And it hasoften been fuppofed by many.
that if hic had been g :ncral at that time, fRripling as he was, th
tide of the war would have been very different.—May we no
fay, that Brallick died as a _fool dieth, but Wafhington receiv
crowns of glory. *

® 1 could not mention in my difeourfe, oy Wafkingten inforr.
the urad=ifable gecerel of the Indian mode of fighiing, and that t
wwere not cowards, as fime Luropeans avere ready 1o fuppofe, and avi'
ed ard begged t2 be permitied to go lefore avith fome rangers lo feo
Pt awirds and guard agcinft a furprije.  This fame firange cc
m.onder at the Fead of V400 mem, fuffered bimfelfto befurprifed a
dylreyed by avout 490, ciiclly Indians.
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% Fixarry this French war cameto a happy termination, crots
y to the advantine ot “Creat Liitain, the comluvit of Ame:ic: by
pnd the honor of boths  And our youthiul hero retired with

lignity, and wreathed with laurels, to the filent walks of privatc

ife.

Soox after thefe important events, the Eritifh government ad-
vanced dodtrines and enacted laws, which ftruck death into our

chartered rights, our colontal privileges, und juft and long cn-

Joyed liberties.

A% This enkindied a lame of righiccus, and univerfal oppe-

Tz Grlinftance of alirm was tls cver nizmorabls Stuns

iiion in America againft the parent country. Wallingten foon

ppearcd among other hizh charadlers, as a diftinguithed oppo-
ent to thelfe unconditutional meafures.—After a thort ftruggle,
v the firm, united and determinate fortitude of the colonies,the
fenfive a& was repealed.—Thien the ftorm ceafed and calmnefs
nd tranquility were rellored. But this repeal was accompani-
d, with a Forrid declaration, ¢ That they had a right to bind
¢ (ortax) tiie colonies in all cafes, whatfoeves.”” Which doc-
vine, it prtin pa&tice, mult have proved the extinguither of
very fpark of liberty in this country. It was the fixed deter-
inution of the Dritons to reduce it to pra&ice in feme form or
ther. 17cuce prefently came forward the fatal revenue adts.
hefe rekindled the fluine which blazed for fome years ; but by
on-inportation agreements, by remonftrances, and the deter-
inatc condud of America, the all-grafping parliament, was
ain foiced to retreat, leaving only a duty upon tea.  But we
m\’d import no teas from them, and while they kept them in
ir owa 1fland, the flame of diffention did not burft forth into
treime violence.  Yet, when they were reiolved to open the
ay {or the taxation of America, and by an ari{ul and circuitous
ute, thro’ their Eaft India company, would abfclutcly ferce
.1 teas upon us; We as ablolutely and with indignity rcje&c.d
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them, Their pride was then wrought up to almoft intcmpcrﬁ{
.fury, and nothing piocceded from them, but the demolition of
chartzrs, fufpenfion ads, port biils, fithery bills, &c. In thi
michty contett, before the thadding of blood, we find our belov.
ed Walhington making a leading and conipicuous figure, i

committses, conventions and congreffes. At laft in the madnefs
of their rage, they pluiged the fword intd our bowels, determin;
ed to have our lives, or property, or both.  Then our country]
was compelled toraife armics in their own defence, and to rc_pj
forceby force. Imme:litiely thz cyes of congrefs were fixed on
Wathington, and he was d»ly appoiated commander in chicf,

A sMofes with timidity and relu&ance obeyed the divine decree
when he wis ordered by h:aven to go and put himfelf at the he
.of the chofen tribes, and deliver them from the fangs of a crue
‘tyrant, from bondage and flavery, lead them to libcrty, and con
‘duct them to the promifed land : fo General Wafhington, wh
-the high appointment was announced to him by the voice o
Providence and the voice of his country, for the dcliverance o
thelc American tribes, with what ftruggles in his breaft, witly
what frar and hefitation did hs fubmit to the folemn undertaking2
—1Vhen Moles once alTamzd the charge, he never murmured
ander all his burdens, toils and adverfe trials, till he had accom-
plithed all that Gad intenled by him: fo, our American Mofes,
when ence he had undertook the arduous tifk, we never find
him marmming or threatening to refizn, even in the worlt of
times, or in the drked and mot perplexing feafons of :tdverﬁty.é
"Fie Qelfaltly perfever:dto the laft, till he completely finithed,
all th: work req1=ll+d of iim by his country ; till he had fully
clablilhed for them their glorious INDEPENDLNCE, and 1):‘5.,'

cicu; LIDERTIES.

Maeis accorhplified the emancipation of more than two mil-

Leas of peoplz, and led them to ~xalted freedom and the glorici:
C
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of independence. Our hero accomplithed the emancipation of |
more than three millions of people and pe1fedtly introduced them

to the higheft liberties, civil and facred, and endowed them with

privilegss and advantages altogether incalculable.

’ Wt do not read that Mofes received any pecuniary reward

from his people for all his fervices ; fo, our great leader and de-

liverer would accept no compenfation for all his mighty labors.

Moses was th: greatelt and moft faccefsful gene-al in remote
antiqnity ; fo Wathington has been the moft eminent, the moft
profperous, and the molt honored general in modern times.*

W muft not enter into the wonderfil condu& of our illuftri-
cus general during an eight years war.4  To retail his fufferings,
his manouvres, his fratagems, his fleeplefs nights and anxious
davs ; his circumventing, out-generaling, worrying and morti-
fying his enemies, would far exceed the limits of a contrated
difcourfe.—One thing only ought not to pafs unobferved, that
whenfoever he was foiled by the adverfary, lis defeats efcaped

O - emm—
— - e w e s - — -— -

® He was not enly the wonder of his own country, but the admira-
tion of the world.  His fame encircled the ghbe. Efpecially in Eu-
rope, his name was extolled by kings, emperors and the great:fl generals.
The late king of Prufia, Frederick 111, it is faid, prefented bim an
elegant fword, accompanied «with this grand compliment, ¢ From the
olizf} general in Europe, to the great } general in the avorld.”

tLet i2be bere ohferved, what a young, raw, undifciplined people
Gen. Wafhington bad ts oppofe to the mighty ponver and vengeance of
Britain. His country awas deflitute of every article of military fur-
miture, of magazines, arms, ammunition and money. There wa®
Jearcely a man in America, that underflood the detail of; or bow to pro.
vide for an army. The falt was, Wobington, unacquainted as he
was with military retine, by bis natural powers, and amasing appli-
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cenfure. and even by the fhades of adverfity, he obtained acqui.
fitions to his fame.*

Brnovup the days, the tranfporting days, of fweet and blifsful
peace, after an awful and tremendous confli&, aroie and heamed
upon this favored land ; a land, like Canaan of old, in which
the SUPREME delighted. Contemplate the great and honor-

ed warrior with raptures of pleafure fheathing his iword, bidding
a final adieu to war, and in tearful floods of love, gratitude and

friendfhip, taking a laft /eave of his beloved officers and fellow,
foldiers.+

cation and difligence, fuperintended the whole bufinefs, from the dril]
Jerjeant to the higheft officer.  He awas for a long time, in a Ieading ~
meafure, quarter-mafler, commiffary, waggin-mafter, &'c. and every
thing, and accountable for all.—There is no deferibing the greatnefs
of this man.—Bring foravard Themiflocles, Epimanonda., and all the

beroes of free governments, their exploits can fecarcely form [pots in bis -
snuclouded SUN.

® Time would net adnit in a narrows difeeurfe, of further confiders-
ation of this remarkable man, but I ought to have mentioned the laff
bomor conferred upon him by bis country, and avhich he condefeended to
accept.  When Congrefs deemed it expedient, from the fate of fome of
our foreign relations, to raife an army for the fecurity and defence q/
this country, he was appointed (and furely no perfon fo proper) Lieusd,
General of all the forces that fhould be raifed in the United States.wm
His acceptance of this commiffion, has been viewed by many as one of
the maoft difinterefied traits of bis amor patrie c.- patriotifm. He:
Aad heen clief commanderof all the armies of America for eight years ;;
Be had been Prefident for cight years, and of confequence Commander in
stief of all the forces by land and fea ; for bim te floop to thi: inferi
appointment is an inflance of fuch firange and difintercfted patriotifn®
the world never before faw. Itscould not be fume, or any other mws
tive indacing him bereto, bat the pure and exalted love of his country..

+ The moment avas full of the mof} fecling paffion in this ﬁ:}e\u-e
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ArTexphim now to Congrefs, and there returning Lis com-
midion to tae ‘hands from which he received ity with an Jated
mind, and with the mofl tender, delicare, and puthetic fucech.
The fcene was {full of weepivg v ond-hoartdlde ferrowiul olad-
nefs.  DBehold the Congress, the venaabi repradentative fages of
our country, all buihed in tears on the Liay py occafion,®

1t took place iin tie ity of Noew-19080 die cpicers toms previzafly
aiombled fir this purpofe, tociv penceal and fatler allrejed them i,
thefe avards, ¢ With a Feart Jadl of love and gratituivy I now take
Cleave of you. I inift devoutly avifl, that your Litber days may be q1
“profporous and hagpy, as your Sorther onzs /.-a:': keen feporable”’
The oficers came up 3 bim o afler amitfcry, and with re ecinrocal
ﬂ_’??vfﬂ of kears, [l chillren eiraing g iendor fathery bid him an
afollionate farewell,

. .
1[ :_/,'7.;5,’ vavas intle Sliowing avords ;

o Mr. Prg/:’d:f:,‘, ‘ \

€ :
The grect events on autih re

Cimation d’f'/v—mz' oy Laving o
“ length taken place, I b

-~

e nw t e /mgr ef c¥ering 1y /}J.‘e:e

& conaratil. " iy
g atalations ¢ Czﬂ ; :”., anl 9f'ﬁrp/p;1tu:7 mvf'// Ie ’:ﬁf? them,

C‘ 250 :
: f render i, ‘s teuir ban? s Lt #r ,';/1 comiitted o Fizly aid te

]

6‘ - , A
. claiii ! ¢ iadid Jenve of retiring from tle fervice of my country.”’

N

(t . r
Hap, ’.‘)’ in tre eonfrmation o of cur indepenacnce and [roereignty,
""J Y 2afed with the opportunity efforded the United States of Le-

C
8- co: mzo @ refpeiieble naticny I refon avith fatisfadlion the appaint-

Q

,“. w.-z:t] accepted wvith disidence : a dis5lenceinm; abilities vo acconiplifhy /’
S.ardusus a tafty awbick /wwewr. avas fuperceded by a ¢ "’{."“'ff nce in
}‘ the reliitude f our caufes tle fupport of the fuprame power of tod
& wniony and the p.vfra,..zg.e of teayen”’ |

£ DRSS '

%7, , .
.. 7 _/ {'C‘t‘ 1j / / 7 T’o.zlt ﬁ/ e e anar p/}_f -pcr, (I' f/z'( ””’/?-j"""'
" L7 N'ENVR§ I - et
Sune ¢ Jealiong, and 7Ly g:"yzni:’(c'hb';w' shelula po,‘.un & Frni
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1lere the illuftrious man, the pauwt, and citizen fhone forth
in a greatzr ffulgence of glory thun he had ever dine in the
fizide of his moit britliant vidtorics. Te was here more | lcrious
than he was in that day, diat great day, in which ke tr mmrl ed
over Lord Comwaliis and the whole Britith arr.y.

We now leave the Cincdinnatus of the age returning in joyfil
pleature to the peaceful walks of Mount Vernon, there to cuiti-
vate again kis fariw, and all the fweet charities of domcitic biiis,

& donzey cind Moalaace I bave received from miy counts ,wzm, ine

6o oa Tr it cvery review of Lo moiendous contzfl)” .0

P

“ Wi I repeat my obligaticns to tle army in generaly I fculd
6 5 Dl to wy ewn foligs, not to ackuoswledge in this places
“ e peculiar fervicesy ad difiinguifiiing wmerits of the perfons, avle
o fave Leen atiached to my /verfm during the mvar. It was impolible
G iloehdoe of confidential efficersy o canpefe my fawmil;, SPotdd have
“ bocn mre jortunates Porigit me, firy to recommend in par:icular
¢ thf rubo bave contiaued in the fervice, to the prefent mowicnty a$
“ ortly of tle fiveralie nitice and patronage of Cennref;.?  -?
- o "t
“l ey Dasaninll) cnfalle duty to clofe this Solermn alt qfﬂtf
o el ISy Ly e dieg e z/..;mﬂ, of our deareff country to the,
 proteltica of 2laid oy Gady avd thafz avh Lave the fuperintendance-
o feliim to His Iy A S

2

“ [Taving now f v Ted theavork aligred me, I retire ﬁrom the great

“ ticatre of altion ; and bidding an affcBisnate furewell t this auguff
¢ Lodv, under avto'e orders I have lonz afted, I here offer my Com‘

¢ miflion, a:d take my face of all the emplayrgmt: of public life :
Al me Fere to make a quotation from Dr. Ramfey, afier the |
Prefident bad returned bis anfwer to Gen. %ﬂ)'ng’m s fpte'cbn—-
“ The preat feenes that creuded in upen the u'ztgmatun of the Cesto
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Tis country foon fclt tu wae centre, that the federal compa&,
which aided us through the war, was ahfoiutely incap-:ble of ie-
curing happinefs to us in times of tranquility. Statc was taking
the advantage of State, and all things were rapidly hurryirg to
difcord and ruin. In this dreadful conjun@ure of aftuirs, it was
bappily propofed that a convention fhould b2 called, toalte: and
amend that compa&, or frame a new conititution. The cone
vention of our wife men aflembled ; among whom Wafhington
appeass, compelled again by the fuffrages of his State to forfake
his delightful retirement, and to enter upon a new fcene for the
trial of his mental abilities ; to confider of ali governments in the
world, which was the beft ; and to form a civil conltitution for
thefe United States moft promotive of their hapginefs.

He is the man immediately exalted to the chair of this grand
convention. ‘This council was called upon the molt extraordina-
ry bufinefs, and Ulefled with the moft extraordinary fuccefs,
while all America ftood, in awful fufpenft, liltening and wuit-
ing for their deciffions. Such a civil body upcn fuch great con.
cerns had never affmbled in our world from the creation of

man, and perhaps, all circumftances taken into confidcration,
there never will be fuch another.—Here Walhington, amidlt Lis

great compeers, acquired honor and applaufe in a new line; for
Bis profound wifdom, his extenfive and viu:icus knowledge, bis
altideas, his confummate pradence, and his immenufe powers

of accommodation.

Tuz new conflitution was framed, publiflicd, and adopted.—

% eraly and of the Prefident, fo affected them Lithy that they almaft byt
“ the ponver of utterance. The mingled emstivis that agitated the

$ minds of the [pellators, on fecing the Comm nlder in chicf of their
% armies refigning all public emplyyments, and Li: country acknowledg.
“ ing bis fervicesy and loading bim ewith their 11:Tugty nvere beynd
“ defeription.”  Sec Ramfey’s hiftory.
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Bur, who mult be the perfonage, that would hazard himfelf, his
reputation, and his ull, to put this ftrange, this novel, and un,
tricd political machine into operation 2—Wathington is the man
called upon by the univerfal and unanimous voice of the nation,
to rifk all his hard and well earned fame, and make the critical
and dangcrous esperiment. '

Fon the good of his country, which he always had at heart
above all fublunary things, with truggles and perplesing diffi-
culties in his own mind, and with fhedding many tears, he no-
bly abandons perfonal eafe and domeftic felicity, and bravely
ventures to accept the helm of government, and afcend that

thorny feat, the Prefidential Chair.

Henz his great abilities, beyond the hope of his conflituents,
enabled him to acquit him‘elf as ufual, to the acquifition of new
fame, and more accumulated honor ; and to the fhedding down
peace, profperity, riches, glory and innumerable bleflings upon
his beloved country. He ferved in this exalted ftation, he laboe
rioufly ferved, like a fecond feafon of war, .another eight long
 years, till he faw the government eftablithed, and promifing a
permanent duration ; then he breathed for reft, like the weary
labourer for the evening fhade. He fervently requ:Rted his dear
country nat to ¢le® him again to the dignity of the Prefidency,
but to fuffer him to retire to his delightful fulitude, as he found
the declenfion of life approaching, and his fetting fun falt haft- .

ening to the horizon.—His defire was honorably, though re-
lu&aatly gratified, * ’

* A perfon of eminence in England, obferved to an American gmli;. -
wan in office there, on the report that Prefident Wafbingten intended
%o decline flanding as a candidate at the next elelion ; % That Sack
& thing was impoffible ; be could not give up fuch bonors.” Upon the |
American’s faying, by tha letters be bad received Srom home, he had
w0 Joult St that would be the cafe; the Lnglifb gentleman then ro "
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Maw comes on the moft uncommon, interefting, and inde.
firibnole feene that probably ever took place under the fun.—
The father of his country, the long trizd, veacsuble and reve-
rend father tuking his laft leave, bidding a final farewell, and
delivering his dy/zg fpeech to the dear fons, the beloved children
of his country. This fubje& is too refined, too paflionate, and
fublim: for me to touch. I refer you to ths wonderful addrefs
itlelf, which will bye and bye be repeated to you. Your hearts
inaft be of alimntand iteel, if the b'g tears do not roil down

< 'M . - *
the facé, while it is pronounced. *

Bur, to what have I been perfuading rour attention i—
To the desds——to the life of 2 mortal or immortal man?—
Alas ! mortality is inferibed upon all thiags in this nether world,
And man, however great, eminent, ditinguith:d, or ufeful,
maft depart hence and be here no more. This is the lalt trait
in every human charader, e dizd. % So Mofes, the fervant of
the Lord died.” Mofcs, that favorite of heaven, the greatelt

general, legiflator and tatefman, the moft uicful friend to, and
the father of his nation, died.—So, Walhin:ston, the famed war-

rior, the mighty foldier, the illuitrious maitrate, the great fa-
ther of this American nation, the father, under God, of our in-
dependence, libertics, p: ivileges, flourithing commerce and prof-
perity, is—how can I utter the word ?—r7 /.-— ¢« How are
the mighty fallen?—How are the mi:hty fallen ”—I{is grent
foul has burit the bands of mortality, difencumbered itfelf of this
clay tabernacle, and winggd iis wiy iato the world of fpirits 3
‘and every Awmerican cries—¢ My {uther, my father, the cha-
diots of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof 1’—#¢ The Lord ac-

wy Yy . e
piied s 8 If juek e tle cafey T awill [y, tiat if all the Ferees, from
S tle bsginning of creaiim to the prefoat duvy avere firned inty pne
8 Pyranidy, iValhington awould wosie the dpe o the whelz?

% O, 02, AT i
RSO .“‘u..}t‘/; al iy C’Ud-
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o cepteth not the perfon of princes, nor regardeth the rich :r:o:'a
« than the poor, for they are ail the werk G Liv sondsy and ina
« soment they fhail diz”?—Greawefs, honor, and dignity camf‘.u;
thield from death. The conquerar is conquered. And. rouc-‘:.
of ftate muft give way to the fhroud.—Admit iere two lincs ¢l
yalt ideas from Dr. Young: ‘

« Death,—great propriztor of all ! ’tis thine

« To tread out empircs, and to quench the Rars.”

Tus king of terrors cannot 'ut his infatiable maw with fuch
another vitim. Here we may take up the lamentation and fay,

¢ All fl=th is as prafs, and all the glory of man as the flower of
¢ grafs 3 the grads withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
¢ away.”—¢ Lord, what is man ’—What is the life even ot

fuperior mcn? -¢ It is a vapour, which appeareth for a little

% time, and then vanitheth.”.—Let us be fileut—the righteous
God Lath done it.

Tur death of this exalted perfonaze onzht to lead us to deveut
refletions, and to a wife *and chritian improvement thereo!s

that we, that onr whole nation may be confoled under our for-
rows—not faint in the day of rebnke, but have our faith, on:

hope, our conlidence frengtherned in God, even in the living
God. '

Tue firt improvement we ought to make of this movrafut
providence is, to learn and pradife the grear duties of fubmiffon
and refignation. Hath God, the jult governor of the world,
done it I—How flould our mourning fouls reply, It is the
¢ Lord, let him do what fcemeth him good?”  Submiffion an!
refiznation in unavoidabiz adverfity are not only indilpenfalile
duties, but in the cuitivation «f them, therc is much confolation.
They apply balm to the wounded fpirit, and fhed abroad on the
foul a facred calmncfs, peaseand tranquility. When in extrems

D
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trombles, the heart can devoutly put up that petition taught us
by our divine mafter, faying « Thy will be done.”” This happi~
ly quells the tumults of our thoughts, detaches our affetions
from the tranfitory obje&s of the world, and elevates our minds
to things celeftial and unchangeable.  Let the potfherd firive
¢¢ with the potfherds of the earth, but woe unto him that friveth
& with his Maker.”” We are extremely prone from the frailty
of our nature, to murmur, repine, revolt againft hcaven, and
indulge hard, unreafonable and unbecoming thoughts of a wife
fupcrintending providence. Thefe things exhibit the felfithnefs
and pride of our hearts, and that we would wifh the Almighty
under our controul, and that we were exalted above the charac.
ter of dependent creatures. We fhould inftamtly expel them from
our miads, and with the high prielt of God in ancicnt times, be
fient under the chaftening. of heaven ; ¢ Aaron held his peace.”
Or imbibe the fpirit-of mourning Job, and fay, ¢ The Lord gave
¢ and the Lord hath raken away, blefled be the name of the
«Lord.” Chriftian refienation excludes defpondercy.—That
God who raifed up a Wathington, and furnithed him with all
thofe important and brilliant qualifications ; rendered Lim fuch a
blefling to mankind, and made hizi the father and favionr of his
country, -can and will raife up another, whenever he thall deem
it expedicat for the good of the world, and fimilar circumftances

require ite

A fecond improvement, we and our land fhould make of tkig
calamitous event, which has canfed ns to conferate this day to
mourning and forrow is, to render gratitnde to the Supreme Ru.
ler of the Univerfe, that he enriched this country with his inval-
uable lifc fo long. We fhanld offer upon this felemnity to in-
dulgent and merciful heaven, fouls full, running over, and
prefled down, of grateful {entiments. T too well know it is in-
cident to humaa nature, the longer we have poffefled a precious
blefling, and the more our hearts are attached to it, when the
unhappy hour of its removal comes, the more we are prone te
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marmur and comphin. Even bleflings, whiclrin the enjoy=
ment we cared but little for, when taken away, ourfeclings are

apt to 1ife in refentment. Tkele things, with a theufard ethers
exhibit to view the exceeding great depth,fubtle and toituous na-

ture of the moral corruption in the children of men. Alas! let

a favorite ohje@ depart, and be everlaftingly feparated from us,

how is gratitude, chrillian gratitude, for its long continuance,

thrown into a very diftant back ground.—You may think. it

ftrange 1 fhould preach gratitude upon this melancholy day ;

but were I preaching to his neareft connedions, to the wife of
his bofom everwhelmed in forrew, and to all his tender domef-

tics, pouring out their weeping fouls around his hearfe, I weuld

preach to them, as a part of their duty, gratitude and thankfs

giving as a principal fource, from whence flew the refrefhing

ftreams of fuccor and confolation. Sure I am, if ever any people
on earth had caufes of gratitude, /ey ftand at the head of the
column of obligations. They have enjoycd a diftinguifhed blef-
fing for many years ; they are envcloped in bleflings now, and’
they have the afflited hearts of a great nation condoling with.
them, and all the floods of tears flowing down the face of Co-

lumbia, are flowing té thcir honor.

His exit has taken place at the moft proper time and in the
fittelt manner. The God of all the earth is always doing that.
which is right.

WhaaT ifhe had died at fome forlorn period of our war with -
Dritain ?—-Speaking after the manner of men, we would now
have been groaning and wreathing under the mortifying yoke, .
which his life as the principal inftrument under heaven bas re-
ﬁed us from.—What if he had died juft atthe adoption of-
our new conftitution, when fome ftates received it not, and mul-
titudes in the adopting ftates oppofed it -—All things in probability
would have rufhed into confufion, and this eountry been involved .

inall the horreys of domeflic war,—8$tate ftond ready 10 draw
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fvord againft ftate.—~And nothing fufpended or prevented the
dircful event, but deliberations upen a new conftitution, and the
feafonable adoption of the fame. Had Wathington been re-
moved at this crizical, doubtful and all-important time, let every
rational mind conjecture the train of incalculable evils, which
would have ftarted into tremendous cxullence.

He died at the very moment that was proper, and in the man-
ner that was infinitely fit, by a few hours ficknefs, * therefore
let the citizens of Amurica raife their hearts in gragﬂtudc and
praifle to God, the fovercign God, who doth according to his plea-
fure in the armies of heasen, and among the inhabirants of thi¥

lower wo:1d ; that he granted to us, his important, ufeful and
invaluable life fo long, and that ke tranfriitted him down to the
tomb, richly adorned with his unfaded laurels, and with all his
unftained Lionors, and vatarsillied glories. +
T )
8 Allyw tere an akfiralt of Fis laft illeeis, as putlifhed by bis phy-
Siciansy Dr. Cruit and Dr. Dick. % Swnetiric in the night of Fri.
“day (Decembor 13¢h) Gono Wafliinvicn avas attacked awith an
S dnjlamatiry a0 in te upper part of the Windpipe, The dif.
“ eaf conmenced .iih a vislent a e, avhich evas foon fucceed:d by a
“treryond aquick ond labsrivas refdiration.  Plentifil Wecdings
8 fuur tivies evere wfidy a Miffer aprliod to tle trreat, calome! and

&4 s BRI . ) ,
Srepracel difes 2Se vile Portar evire cive, vaigers of viverar an

6C ey 0, " L v
wuls N B AR PIYY LITE PN s M . ;
Loy peently G aled 3 0 avere appliod 1o Mo extianie

S Hieey po it rer welth @ cotaplyln of bras aid  urzar tr the throat?
il thefz applicaiisns coud ! neicier Wit oate or Jf?.f/; the difeile, 8¢ At
“ half after elsven on Satusfay wivii, g Lidiing the full poffifiin o
“ bis int:ileiis, le expired aitbout a flr. os/e”

g

Y o bricf ceciunt of Lis furoraly I proFore exili net be unackbpta.
7 3 e -~ A o .. .
ble. ¢ Ou i dneflery Fecerder 130 qe risital part of 1 afbington
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*itle creaty—rie fater of Lis country oxd tie fricicd of man, wwaw
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A muititupe of chriftian improving thonghts ¢roud Yipon

my mind, of which, I will only detain your attention to one, ané
abrupily leave a fubje entirely mexhauftible.

"« On the ornament at the Fead of the Coffin was. inferited, Surge

¢ ad Judicium,—absut the middle of the Cofin, Gloria’ Deo, and
o the filver piate,” ;
« GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON,
¢ DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE I4th OF DEC. 1

“ 1799, Alt. 68.”
¢ Bataween three and four o'clicky at the found of artillery from a
s vefel in the river firing minute guns, the corpfe avas movedy a bangd
 of mufic awith moarifid meledyy meliad the foul into all the tender
“ nzfs of awoe.” -

6 The procelli:n avas formed, and moved on in the following order
“ Cavalry, Infuntry,Guard avith arins reverfed.  Then mufic and the
“ clergy, Next avas the General’s borfo, avith bis faddle, bolfters and
“ pifdals. Thea the cortfe, attend edty fix pall-bearers, avko avere colonels,
¢ viz, Little, Pe.nzy Marflllery Ramfay, Gilpin and Simmes.  The
augurners then foilowedy next the mafinic brethreny and afler them

S tle citizens”’

« J'on the arsciton bal arrived at thebottom of the elevated lanvm
o 1le baaks of 10 Potamac, aulere the fanily vanlt is placed, the
“ Coovdry haltedy—ile Iojantry rarched toward the msunt, anlﬂ
7 opeod their Lns—Tie Clergy, the Mafonic brothers, and the
“ocitivens Jofeanded 1o the vaulty and the funeral fervice of the church)

“ avas per; tornied.? 1

“ Tte firing awas repeated from the veffel in the river, and the
“ fruad echsed fiom the 2il's arounde—TFres general difcharges by the
Cdslantry, the cavalry and decon pieces of art:://ery. awlich lined th
“larks of tle Pstimac back ofF the vaulty paid the lafl tribute to the
“commanler inclicf " tie armies of the United States, and te IJ1
66 ...

vonaralds 'palfra In‘f
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Tuz laft improvement, I fhall mention is this,~That as mem
-and chriftians, it behqves us to maintain an unwavering immov-
able confidence, and firm truft in that God, who never dies ;—in

his wifdom, righteoufnefs, goodnefs, and all his adorable per.
fe&ions ;—and in the certain redtitude, fupreme equity, and ime

amutable excellency of his government.

Hew will this faith confole the grieving heart, L:eal the wound-
ed fpirit, and diffipate more than half its fosrows —It will wipe
the big tear from the eye, bind up the breken bone, illumine the
gloom of the fad countenance, and cauic the foul of mourning

40 rejoice.

Has God, the infinitely wife and infinitely good God, takew
from vs our Mofes; let us believe, truft and hope in him, as be_
comieth chriftians, and he will not only raife up a Joflua, to
maintain our independance, guard our privileges, and fupport
our liberties ; but, if as 2 nation we cultivate virtue and pradife

righteoufnefs, he will raife up a fucceflion of Jofhuas, to be our
leaders, guardiams and defenders, while funs and moons fhall

endure.

Lzt our mourning hearts be now filled with faith and con-
fidence in God, the immortal God, and unite, ¢ And fing the
« fong of Mofes the fervant of God, and the fong of the lamb,
# faying, great and marvelous are thy works, Lerd, God, AL
* mighty ; jut and true are thy ways, thou king of faints.”

‘ Now unte the king eternal, immortal, invifible, the only
¢ wife God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen”——
and Amen. '



ADDRLSS

THE PRESIDENT,
THE PEOPLE
OoF
THE UNITED STATES.

Friends and Fellrnv-Citizens,

THE period for a new ele®ion of a Citizen, to adminiftes
the executive government of the United States being not far dif
tant, and the time atualiy arrived when your thoughts muft be
employed in defignating the perfon, whoisto bz cloathed with
that important truft, it appears to me proper, :pecially as it
may conduce to a more di:tin@ expreflion of the public voice,
that I fhould now apprife you of the refolution I Liave formed,
to decline being confidered among the number of thofe, out of
whlom a choice is to be made.

i . . ne
I BEa you at the fame time to de me the juftice to be affured,

that this 1efolution has not been taken, without a fli1é regard o
F
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all the confilerations appertaining to the relation, which binds
& dutiful citizen to his country; and that in withdrawing the
ter.ler of fervice which filence in my fituation will imply, I am
influenced by no diminution f zeal for your future intereft ; ne
deficiency of grateful refpecc for your paft kinJdnefs; but am

fupported by a fall conviftion that the ftep is compatible with
both.

T'ue acceptonce of, and continuance hitherto in the office to
which your fuffrages have twice called me, have keen an uriform
fucrifice cfinclination to the opinion of duty, and to a deference

for what appeared to be your defire. 1 conflantly hoped that it
would have been much ecarlier in my power, confiltently with

motives, which I was not at liberty to difrezard, to return to that
retirement from which I had beeen relufantly drawn. The
ftrength of my inclination to do this, previous to the laft elec-
tion, had even led to the preparatior of an addrefs to declare it
to you ; but mature reflection on the then perplexed and critical
pofture of our affuirs with forcign nations, and the unanimous
advice of perfons catitled to my confidence, impelled me to
abandon the idea.

I rxjoicr, that the Rats of your concerns, external as well as
intc-fna\, no longcr renders the purfuit of inclination incompati-
ble with the fentiment of duty or propriety : and am perfuaded
v-hatever pariizlity may be retained for my fervices, that in the
prefent circumftances of our country, you will not difupprove of
my determination to retire.

Tut impreffions with which I {irft undertook the arduous
truft, were cxplaine 3 on the proper occafion.  Ia the difcharge
of this trud, I will on'y fay, that I have with good intentions
contributed towards the organization and auminifiration of the
government, the beft cxertions of which a very fuailible judg-
meant was capable,  Notunconfiious, inthe cut-fr, of the infe-
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riority of any qualifications, experience m myown eyes, perhaps
Rill more in the eyes of others, has ftrengthened the motives to
difidence jof myfelf: and every day the encrealing weight of
years admonithes me more and more, that the {hade of retire-
ment is as neceflary to me asit will ba welcome.  Satisfied that
if any circumfances have given peculiar value to my fervices,
they were temporary, I have the confolation to belicve, that
while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political {cene,
pauiotiim docs not forbid it.

I looking forward to the moment which is intended to ter-
minate ti:e carcer of my public life,my feclings donot permit me
to fufpend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude
which I owe to my beloved country, for the many honors it has
conferred upon me ; ftill more for the ftedfalt confidence with
which it has fupported me; and for the opportunities I have
thence enjoyed of manifelting my inviolable attachment, by fer-
vices faithful and perfevering, though in ufefulnefs, unequal to
my zeal. If benefits have refulted to our country from thefe
fervices, let it always be remembered to your®praife, and as am
inftru&tive example in our annals, that under circun:ftances in
which the paffions, agitated in every dire@ion, were liable to
miflecad amidft appearances fometimes dubious—uviciflitudes of
fortune oftendifcouraging —in fituations in which not unfrequent.
1y want of fuccefs has ceuntenanced the fpirit of criticifm - the
conftancy of your fupport was the eflential prop of the efforts,
- and a guarantee of the plans by which thsy were effeGed—Pro-
foundly penetrated with this idea, 1 (hall carry it with me tomy
grave, as a f{trong incitement to unceafing wilhes, that heaven
may continue io you the choiceft tokens of its benificence : that
your union and brotherly affetion may be perpetual—that the
free conftitution, which is the work of your hands, may be fa-
credly maintained—that its adminiftration in every department
may be flamped with wifdom and virtue—that in fine, the hap-
pinefs of the people of thefe ftates, undsr the anfpices of libertys
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may be made complete, by fo careful a prefervation and fo pru-
dent a ufe of this blefling,as will acquire to them the glory of re-
eommendinx it to the applaufe, the affc&ion and the adoption

of every nation which is yer a ftranger to it.

Hazrx, perhape, 1 ought to flop.  Bata folicitude for your
weifare, which cannot end but wich my life, and the apprehen.
fion cf danger, natural to that folicitude, urge me on an occa-
fioa I'ke the preient, to afler to your felenn contemplation, and
to recommend to your frequsnt raview, fom. fentiments, which
are the refult of much refic@icn, of no inconfiderable obferva-
tion, and which appear toe me all importart to the permanency
of your felicity as a people. Thefe will be offered to you with
the more freedom, as you can only fee in themn the  difinterefted
warnings cf a parting friend, who can poflibly have no perfural
motive to bias his counfel. Nor can T forget, as an encourage-
mert to it, vour induigent reception of way fentiments on a for-
mer, and not diffimilar occafion.

IxTerwovew asis the love of liherty with every lizument of
your hearis, no recommendation of mine is neceflury to fortify
or confirm the attachment.

Tue unity of Government, which conftitutes you one peogple,
is allo mow dearto you. Tt 15 juttly fo; for it is a main pillar in
the edifice of your real ind:pendince 5 the fuppert of your tran-
quility at homes ; your peace uls 'md of your {fatety, of youy
profperity ; of that very lilerty wlich you fo highly prize.  But
as it is 2ufy to for2Te, that fiom didirent caules and from dii.
f-vent auarters, much pains wiil be tuken, many artifices employ-
cd to weaken o venr minds the convi@ion of this truth 5 as this
i~ the point in veur peliticat fortre oonirlt which the Latteries
of treenaland egternat ape oy will he mell confiantly and ac_
vy (Ghoesh eften covertly and b \..mLi‘v) Citeéted, it is of

Ve : M ;
sl memont, that you theul erep ey efiimate the immione
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value of your national Union, to your colle®tive and individual
happin-fs ; that you fhould cherith a cordial, habitual and im-
moveable attachment to it; accuftoming yourfelves to think and
fpeak of it asofth= palladium of your political fafety and profperi-
ty, watching for its prefervation with jealous anziety ; difcoun- 4,
tenancing whatever may fuggeft even a fufpicion that it can in |
any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon the
firk dawaing of every attempt to alicnate any portion of our
country from the reft, or to enfeeble the facred ties which now

link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of fympathy and inter-
eft. Citizens by birth or choice, of 2 common country, that
country has a right to concentrate your affeions. The name
of Amsrican, which belongs to you, in your national capacity,
muit always exalt the juft pridz of patriotifm, more than any
appellation derived fromit local difcriminations. With flight
fhades of dificrence, you Lave the fame religion, manners, hab~

its and political principles. You have in a common caufe fought -
and triumphed together ; the independence and liberty'you pof=
fels are the work of joint councils, and joint effo:ts of common
dangers, {uilcrings and fucceils.

Bt thefe confilerations, however powerfully they addrefs
themfelves to your fen(ibility, aie greatly outweighed by thofe |
which apply more imm-diatcly to your interelt. Here cvery
portion of our coun:ry finds the moft commanding motives for
carefully guarding and preferving the Union of the whole.

Trs North, inan unrefrained intercourfe with the Soutf, pro-'
teded by the equal laws of 2 common government, finds in the,
productions of the latter, great additional refources of mar mmc,
and commercial enterprize 2nd precious materials of manufac-,
turing induftiry. The Ssath in the fame interceurfe, ~ncﬁmng«
by the agency of the Nert}, faes its agriculture grow ard its com-
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" merce expand. Iurning partly into its own channels the feamen
of the Nor#4, it finds its particular navigation invigorated—and
whils it contributes, in different ways, to nouifh and increafe
the gencral mafs of the national navigation, it looks forward te
the protetion of a maritime ftrength, to which iifelf is nnequally
adapted. The Eaf, in like intercourfe with the #¢f?, already
finds, and in the progreflive improvement of iaterior communi.
caticns, by land and water, will more and more find a valuable
vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or ma-
nufactures at home. The /41 derives from the Ea fupplies
requifite to its growth and comfort—and what is perhaps of ftill
greater confequence, it muft-of neceflity owe the fecure enjoy-
ment of indifpenfable outlets for its own predu&ions to the
weight, influsnce, and the future maritime flrength of the At-
kantic fide of thie Union, dire&ted by an indiffoluble community
of interel as one nation. Any other tenure by which the #e?
can hold this effential advantage, whether derived from its own
feparate ftrength, or from an apoltate and unnatural conneltion
with any foreign power muft be intrinfically precarious.

WhiLe then every part of our country thus feels an im-
mediate and particular intereft in Union,all the partics combined
carnot fail to tind in the united mafs of means and efforts, great-

er firength, greater refource, proportionably greater fecurity
from external danger, a lefs frequent interruption of their peace

by foreign nations; and whatis of ineltimable value they muft
derive from Union an exemption from thofc broils and wars be-
tween themfclves whichfo frequentlyaflli& neighboring countries,
not tied togcther by the fame government; which their own ri
valfhips alonc would be fufficient to produce, but which eppofite
foreign alliances, attachments and intrigues, would fimuiate
and embitter. Hence likewife they will avoid the neceiity of
thofe overgrown military eftablithments, which unfier any form
of government are inaufpicinus to liberty, and which. aree:o be
regarded as paricularly hoflile to Republican Libeity i In thiv
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-fenfeit is,that your Union ought to be confidered as a maih prop
of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to
you the prefervation of the other.

Tuusr confiderations fpeak a perfuafive langnage to every re.
fle@ing and virtvous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the
Union as a primary obje& of patriotic defire. Is there a doubt
whether a cemmon government can embrace fo large a fphere ?
Let experience folve it. To liften te mere fpeculation in fuch 2
cafe were criminal. We are authorifed te hope that a proper.
organization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of governs
ments for the refpeive fubdivifions, will afford a happy iffue to |
the experiment. ’Tis well worth a fair and full experiment.—
With fuch powerful and obvions motives to Union, affeQing all
_ parts of our country, while experience (hall not have demonftra-
ted itsimpractibility, there will always be reafon to diftruft the
patriotifm of thofe, who in any quartcr may endeavor to weake

tts bands.

In contemplating the caufes which may diftarb our Uni
it occugs as 2 matter of ferious cencery, that any grotind fhoul
have been furnithed for chara&erifing parties by Geogrepkic
difcrimihaticns—Nerthern and  Southern—Atlantic and Wefiern
whence defigning men may endeavor to ‘excite a belief that.che
is a real difference of local interelts and views.” Oife of the ox
pedients of party to acquire influence, within particular diftrig
is to milreprefent the opmions and aims of otbcr_diﬁri@ts. Y
cannot fhield yourfelves too much againft the jgalcufiss an
_heart burnings which fpring from thefe mifreprefentations : th
tend to render alien to each other thofe who ought to be bou
together by fraternal affe®ion. The inhabitants of our weft
country have lately had a ufeful leffon on this h:sad : they b
feen, in the ncgociation by the Executive, and in the una
inous ratification by the 'Semte. of the treaty with Spain, and
the @ univesfal farizfa®ion a: ha: eveny, throujhsut the Uni

e k]
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States,”a decifive proof how unfounded were the fufpicions pré.
pagated among them of a policy in the Ceneral Government,
and in the Atlantic States, unfriendly to their interefts in regard
‘to the Mississiprr @ they bave been witneffes to the formation
of two treaties, that with Great Britain and that with Spain,
which fecure to them every thing they coutd defire, in refpe to
our foreign relations, towards confirming their profperity. Will

it not be their wifdom to rely for the prefervation of thefe ad-
vantages on the Uxion by which they were procured? Will
they not henceforth be deaf to thofe advifers, if fuch there are,

who would fever them from their Brethren, and conne® them
with aliens ?

To the efficay and permanency of your union, * government
for the whole isindifpenfuble—No alliances, however ftridt, be-
tween the parts can be an adequate fubRitute ; they muft inevit-
ably experience the infraQions and intérruptions which all alli.
ances in all times have experienced.  Senfible of this momentous
truth, you have improved upon your firft effay, by the adoption
of a conftitution of governmen better calculated than your for-

;mcr for an intimate Union, and for the efficacious management
of your common concerns.  This government, the offspring of
our own choice, uninfluinced and uzawed, adopted upon full in-
 vetigation and mature deliberation, completely free in its prin-

ciples,in the difkribation of its powers,uniting fecurity with ener-

gy»and containing withinitllia provifion for itsownamendment,
sa jud claim to your confidence and yourfupport. Refped for
ts authority, compliance with its laws, acquidicence in its mea-
ures, ars duties enjoined by the fundaricntal maxims of true
iberty. The bafisef our politicul fyllers is the right of the
opletomaikcandtoalzer theirConitituiions of Government—But
e Conftitution which at any time exiits, until changed by an
slicit and authentic a& of the whole people, is facredly obliga-
ry uponall. Theveryid=a of th: powarland theright of the peo-
e tn cftablifh sovernment, prefuppoles the duty of every indi-

daal to chey the =8ablifh:d covernment,
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AL obftrudions to the execution of the laws, all combinations
and aflociations, under whatever plaufible chara&er, with. the
real defign to dired, controul, countera&, or awe the regular de.
liberation and a&ion of the conftituted authorities, are deftruce.
tive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They
ferve to organize fadion, to give it an artificial and extraordin.
ary force, toputin theplace of the delegated will of the nation, the
will of a party, oftcn a fmall, but artful and enterprifing minority
of the community; and according to the alternate triumphs of dif-
ferent parties, to make the public adminiftration.the mirror of
the ill-concerted and incongruous proje&s of fa&ion, rather than
the organ of confiftent and wholefome plans, digefted by com-.
mnon councils, and modified-by mutual interefts.

However combinations or affociations of the above defenip-
tion may now and then arfiver popular ends, they are likely
in the courfe of time and things to become potent engines, by
which gunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men, will be enabled
to fu*/Zert the power of the people, and to ufurp forthemfelves the

reins of government ; deilroying  afterwards the very engines
which have lifted them to urjuft dominion. '

" Towarps the prefervation of your government, and the per.
manency of your prefent happy fate, it is requilite not only that
you fpeedily difcourzenance irregular oppofitions to its acknow~
ledged authority, but alio that you refiit with care the fpirit of
innovation ui)on its principles however fpecious the pretexts‘.--
O:ne method of affault may be to effe& in the forms of the con-
ftitution alterations which will impair the energy of the fyftem,
and thus to undermine what cannot be dire@ly overthrown. In
all the changes to which you may be invited, remember that
time and habit are at lcaft as neceffary to fix the true chara&er of
“governments, as of other human inftitutions—tnat experience is
the fure flandard, by which to teft the rcal teadency of the ex-
. F .
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ifting conflitution of a country—that fycility in changes upoa
the credit of mere hypothefis and opinion, expofes to perpetual
change, from the endlefs varicty of hypothefis and opinion ; and
remember, efpecially that for the efficient management of your
common interefts, in a country fo extenfive as ours, a govern-
ment of as much viger as is confiftent with the perfe& fecurity of
liberty, is indifpenfable. Liberty itfelf will find i fuch a go-
vernment, with powers properly dittributed and adjufted, its
fureft guardian. It is indeed, little elfe than a name, where the
government is too feeble to withftand the enterprifes of faction,
to confine each member of the fociety within the limits preferi
bed by the laws, and to maintair all in the fecure and tranquil

enjoyment of the rights of perfon and property.

1 have already intimated to you, the danger of parties, in the
ftate, with particular reference to the founding of them on geo-
graphical difcriminations. Let me now take a more compre.
henfive view, and warn you in the moft folemn mamner againft
the baneful effes of the fpirit of party, generally.

TPuis fpirit, unfortunately,is infeperable from our nature, hav-
ing its root in the firongeft paflions of the human mind. Ites.

ifts under different {hapes in all governments, more or lefs flif-
led, controuled, or reprefled ; but in thofe of the popular form,

it is feen in its greatelt ranknefs, and is truly their worft enemy.

~ Turalternate domination of one fa&ion over another, fharpea-
ed by the fpirit of revenge, natural to party ditfeafion, which in
differcent ages and countries has perpetrated the moft horrid
enormities, is itfelf a frightful defpotifm.— But this leads at length
to a more formal and permanent defpotifm.—The diforders and
mtfenes, which refult, gradually incline the minds of men to
feek fecurity and repefe in the abfolute power of an individual #

and fooner or later the chief of fome prevailing falion, more
able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this difpo-
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fition to the purpofes of his own elevation, on the ruins of Pub.
lic Liberty.

1¥1rrouT looking forward to an extremity ofthiskind (which
neverthelefs ought not to be out of fight)- the common and
continual mifchiefs of the {pirit of party are fufficient to makei it
the interelt and duty of 2 wife People to difcourage and reftrain

it.

IT ferves always to diftra& the Public Councils and enfeeble
the Public Adminiftration. It agitates the Community with
11-founded jealoufies and falfe alarms ; kindles the animofity of
one part againft another, foments occafionally riot and infurrec-
tion. It opens the door to foreign inflaence and corruption,
which find a facilitated accefs to the government itfelf through
the channels of party paflions. ‘Thus the policy and the will of
one country are fubje@ed ta the policy and will of anather.

THexk is an opinion that parties in free countries. are ufefol
checks upon the adminiftration of the Government, and ferve to
sep alive the fpirit of Liberty. This within certain limits is
probably true ; and in Governments of a Monarchial caft, Pat:
riotifm may look with indulgence, if not with faver upon the
fpirit of party. But in thofe of the popular charater, in Go-
vernments purely ele@ive, itis a fpirit not to be encouraged.
From their natural tendency, it is certain there will always
be enough of that fpirit for every falutary pu: rpofe. And there
being conftant danger of excefs, the effort ought to be, by force
of public opinion to mitigate and affuage it. A fire not to be
quenched ; it demands a uniform vigilence to prevent its darft..
ing into a flame, left, inftead of warming it fhould confuns,

Ir is important likewife, that the habits of thinking in & fres-
sountry, fhould infpire caution, in thofe intrufted with its ad-
miniftration, to confine themfelves within their refpedive conftic

i
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tutional ijheres, avoiding in the exercift of the powers of one
departnient to encroach upon anether. The fpiiit of encroach-
ment tends to confolidate the powers of all the departments int
one, and thus to create, whatever the form of government, 4
real defpotifim, A jult eftimate of that luve of power, and
Pronenefs to abufe it, which predominatss in the human hearts
is fufficient to fatisfy us of the truth of this pofition. The ne-
ceflity of reciprocal checks in ihic cxercife of political powers
by dividing and dittiibuting it into different depofitaries, and con-
firuting each the Guardian of the Public Weal againft invafions
by the others has been evinced Ly esperiments ancicent and
modern : fome of them in our country and under our own
eyes. ‘Te preferve them muft be as necetfary as to inftitute them.
Ifin the opinion of the Peofle; the diidribution or modification
of the conftitutional powers, be in any purticular wreng, let it
be corre@ed by an amendment in the way which the conftituticn
defignates.—But let there be no change by ufurpation; for the’
this in onc inftance, may be the inllrument of good, it is the cul-
tomary weapon by which free governments are d:itroyed.—Tiie
precedent mult always greatly overbalance in permanent evily
any partial or tranflent benetit which the ufe can al any tims
vield

Or all the difpofitions and habits which lead to political prei-
perity, Religion and Morality are indifpenfable fupports.—In
vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotifm, who fhould
labor to fubvert thefe great pillars of human happinefs, tife
firme{t props of the duties of Men and Citizens.—The mere Po-
liticizn, equally with the pious man, o1zht to refpe& and to chie-
rith them.— A volurne could not trace ail their conne&ions wiijy
private and public felicity.  T.etit fimplv be afked, where is the
facurity £.r property, for reputation, for lity, if the tenfe of reii-
gious obligation detert the cutiis, which are the infiruments of

mve{lijation in Cmtrts of Jutiice 2 Ard et us with caatien in.

Guloe e Tne L N,y L that n. JN‘ ': can oe maintai wd v nheat
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tcligien.  Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined
¢ducation on minds of pecultar kru&ure ; reafon and experience

both forbid us to expe& that natioral morality can prevail in ex-
¢luiion of reiigious principles.

"T1s fubftantially true, that virtue or morality is a2 neceffary
fpring of popular government. The rule indecd extends with
more or lefs force to every fpecies of free government. Who
that is a fincere fiicnd to it can look with indifference vpon ate
tempts to fhake the foundation of the fubric 2

Promoria then, as an obje& cf primary imiportance, inflitutions
for the gencral diffufion of knowledge.—In proportion asthe
fira@ure of a government gives force to public opinion, it ig
eflential tias public opinicn fhould be enlightencd.

.

As a very important fource of ftrength and fecurity, cherifh
public credit.  One method of preferving it is to ufe it as fpar-
ingly as polfible 5 avoiding occafions of expence by cultivating
peace, but remembering alfo that timely dziburfcmcnts to pre-
pare for dangcr, frequently prevent much greater difburfemeuts
to repel it 3 avciding likewife the accumulation of debt, not

ouly by thunning occafions of expence, but by vigorous exertions

in time of peace to difcharge the debts which unavoidable wars .

!
may have occationzd, not ungeneroufly throwing upon pofterity
the burthen which we ourfelves ought 1o bear.—The exzcutien

of thefe maxims belongs to your reprefcntatives, but it is necel-

fary chat public opinion fhould co-operate.—To facilitate to them
the performance of their duty, it is effential that you fhould prac- |
tically bear in mind, that towards the payment of dcbts there:
mult be Revenuc; that to have Revenue there muft be Taxes ;

that 1o taxes c.n be devifed which are not more or lefs incon.
venicnt and urpleafant ;3 that tke inninfic embarrafiment infe-

perable from the 1=l:Qion of the proper objets (which isalways

L)
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a choice of difficulties) ought to be a decifive motive for a can-
did conftru&tion of the condu® of the government in making it,

and for a fpirit of acquiefence inithe meafures for obtaining
Revenue which the publiz exigencies may atany time di&ate.

Osskrve good faith and juftice towards all Nations, cultivate
peace and harmony with all ; Religion and Morality enjoin
this condu& ; and can it be that good policy does no equally
enjoin it ? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and atno
diftant period a great Nation, to give to mankind the magnani-
mous and too novel example of a people always guided by an
exalted juftic? and benevolence. Wkho can doubt that in the
courfe of time and things the fruits of fuch a plan would rich.
ly repay any temporary advantages which might be loft by
a fteady adherence to it? Can it be, that Providence has not
eonneéted the permanent felicity of a Nation with its Virtue ?
The experiment, at leaft, is recommended by every fentiment
which ennobles human nature. Alas? is it rendered impéffible
by its vices 2

In the execution of fuch a plan, nothing is more effential than
that permanent, inveterate, antipathies againft particular nations,
and paflionate attachments for others fhould be excluded : and
that in place of them jult and amicable feelinss towards all
fhould be cultivated. The nation,which indulges towards ano-
ther 2n habitual hatred, or an habitual fondnefs, is in fome de-
gree a ilave. It is a flave to its animofity or to its affecion,
either of which is fufficient to lead it aftray from its duty and
itsintereft.  Antipathy in one nation againft another, difpofes

- each more readily to offer infult and injury, to lay hold of flighe
| caufes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intralable, when ac-
{ eidental or trifling occafions of difpute occur.

Hexcr frequent collufions, obftinate, envencmed and bloody
centefts. The Nation, prompted by il will and reicnunest,
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fometimes impels to war the government, contrary to the beR
calculations of policy. The government fometimes participates
in the national propenfity, and adopts through paflion what rea-
fon would reje@ ; at other times, it makes the animofity of the
aation fubfervicnt to proje@s of hoftility inftigated by pride, am-
bition and other iiniiter and pernicious motives. The peace
often, fometimes, perhaps, the liberty of Nations has been thy
vidim. -

So likewife, a paTionate attachment of one nation for another
produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite natiom
facilitating the illufion of an imaginary common intereft in cafe,

where no real ccmmon interefts exifts, and infufing into cne the -
enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation, in
the quarrcls and wars of the latter, withont adequate induces
ment or juftification. It leads alfo to conceflions to the favorite
nation of privileges denied to others which is apt donbly to in-
jure the Nation making the conceffions : by unneceffarily parting
with what ought to have becn retained ; and by exciting jealou-
fy, ill will, and a difpofition to retaliate, in the parties from whom
equal privileges are witheld :—And it gives to ambitious, cor-
rupted or deluded citizens (who devote themfelves to the favor-
ite Nation) facility to betray, or facrifice the interefts of their own
country, without odium, fometimes even with popularity ; gild-
ing with the appearances of a virtuous fenfe of obligation, a
commendable deference for public cpinion, or a laudable zeat
for public geod, the bafe or foolifh compliances of ambition,
corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, fuch
attachments are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened
and independent patriot. How many opgertunitics do they
afford to tamper with domeftic fa&ions, to pra&ice the arts of
fedullion, to miflead public opinion, to influence or awe the pub-
lic Councils | Such an attachment cf a fmall or weak, towards
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_ a great and powerful nation, dooms the former to be the fatel.
lice of the latter.—Again{t the infidious wiles of foreign influence
(I conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens) the jealoufy of a
free people ought to be conflantly awake ; fince hiltory and expe-
riznce. prove that foreign influence is one of the moft baneful
foes of Republican Gov=rnment. But that jealoufy to be ufeful
muflt be impartial ; eife it becomes the inﬂg‘ument of the very
influence to be avoided, inftzad of a defence againtt it- Exceflive

partiality for one foreign natinn, and exceffive diflike of another,
caufe thofe whom they a@uate to fce danger only on one fide,

and ferve to veil and even fecond the arts of influence on the other.
Real patriots, who may refift the intrigues of the favourite, are
Jiable to become fufpe@ed and odious ; while its tools and dupes

afurp the applaufe and confidence cf the people, to furrender
their interefts.

Twe great rule of conda& for us, in rezard to forcign nations,
is in extending our commecrcial relations, to have with them as
Title political connedtion as poffible.  So fur as we have alrcady
formaed engagements, let them bLe fulfilled with perfe& good
fuith. Here let us ftop.

Evrore has a fet of primary interefts, which to us have none,
or a very remote relation.  Hence fhe mull be enzazed in fre”
quent controverties, the caufes of which are ch:n:Z;;fly forcien to
our concerns. Hence, therefore, it muft be unyife in ns to im-
plicatc ourfelves by artidicial tiee, in the ordinary viciffitudes of

her politics, or the ordinary ccmbinations ax‘d collifions of her
fricndirips, or enmitics.

Our detached and diflant fitnation invites and enables us te
purfue a different c¢.. rfe.  If we remuin one people, under an
efficient gavernment, the period is not far off, when we may defy
material injury from external aunoyance ; when we may take
fuch oa attitude as will caufe the nentrality, we may st any time
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refolve upon, to be fcrupuloufly refpefted ; when belligerent
nations, under the impoffibility of making acquifitions upon us,
will not lightly hazard the giving us provocation ; when we may
choofe peace or war, as our intereft, guided by juftice, fhall

counfel.

Wiy forego the advantages of fo peculiar a fituation ? Why
quit our own to ftand upon foreign ground? Why, by inter-
weaving our deftiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle
our peace and profperity in the toils of Eurcpean a.mbmon, rival-
ftip, intereft, humour er caprice ?

*T1s our true policy tq lteer clear of permanent alliances, with
any portion of the fereign wosld ; fo far, I mean, as we are now
at liberty to do it ; for let me not be underftood as capable of
patranifing infidelity to exifting engagerhents. I hold the maxim
no lefs applicable to public than to p.rivate affairs, that honefly
13 always the beft policy. I repeat it, therefore, let thofe engage-
ments be obferved in their genuine fenfe.  But in my opinion,
it is unneceflary and would be unwife to extend them.

TaxkinG care always to keep ourfelves, by fuitable eftablifh.
ments, on a refpe&able defenfive pofture, we may fafely truft to
temporary alliar.ces for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmonv, liberal itercourfe with all nations, are recommend,
ed by policy, humanity, and interet. But even our commercial
policy fhould hold an equal and i;npartial hand ; ncither fecking
nor granting cxclufive favours or preferences ; confulting the na.
tural courfe of things 7 diffufing and diverfifying by gentle mears
the ftreams of commerce, bug, forcing not'hing ; eftablithing, with
powers fodifpofed, in order to give tradea faBie courfe, to define

the rights of our mcrchants. and to enable the government to '
fupport them ; convestional rules of intcrcourfe, the belt that

G
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prefent circumftances and mutual opmion will permit, but tem-
porary, and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied,
‘asexperience and circumftances fhall diQate ; conflantly keeping
3n view, that ’tis folly in one nation to look for difintercfted
* favours from another ; that it meft pay with a portion of its in-
- dependence for whatever it may accept under that charaéter ;
that by fuch acc"ptance, it may place itfelf in the condition of
having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of being
reproached with ingratitade for not giving morc. There canbe
no greater error than to expe&, or calculate upon real favours
from nation to nation. ’Tis an illufion which experience muft
cure, which a jult pride ought to difcard.

_. In offcring to you, my countrymen, thefe counfels of an old
and affe@ionate friend, I dare not hope they will make the ftrong
and lafting impreffion I could wifh—that they will controul the
ufual current of the paflions, or prevent our nation froin running
the courfe which has hitherto marke ke deftiny of nations :
Butif I may cven flatter myfelf, that they may be produdive
of fome partial benefit, fome occafional good ; that they may now
and then recur to moderate the fury of party fpirit, to warn
againft the mifchiefs of forcignlintrigues, to guard againft the
impoftures of pretended patriotifm ; this hope will be a full
recompence for the folicitude for your welfare, by which they

have been diQated.

How far in the difcharge of my official duties, I have been
guided by the principles which huve been delineated, the pub-
lic records and other evidences of my condué muft witnefs to
you and to the world. To myfelf, the aflurance of my own
confcience is, that 1 have at lealt believed myfelf to be guided by

themu

In relation to the fill fubfifting war in Europe, my Procla.
mavion of the 224 of Ap:il 1793, is the index to my plan—m
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San&icnéd by your approving voice, and by that of your Re-
prefentatives in both Houfes of Congrefs, the {pirit of that mea-
fure has continually governed me ; uninfluenced by any attempts
20 deter or divert me fromit.

ArTsr deliberate examination with the aid of the beft Iights
I could obtain, I was well fatisfied that our ceuntry, under all
the circumflances of the cafe, had a right to take, and was bound
in duty and intereft, to take a neutral pofition. ~ Having taken
it, I determined, as far as thould depend upon me, to maintain
it, with moderation, perfeverance and firmnefs.

Tue confiderations which refpe@ the right te hold this con-
dud, it is not necefiary on this occafion to detail. I will only
obferve, that according to my underftanding of the matter, thas
right, fofar from b-ing denied by any of the Belligerent Pow.
ers, has been virtually admitted by all. -

Tue duty of holding a neutral condu@ may be inferred, with-
out any thing more, from  the obligation which juftice and
hamanity impofe on every nation, in cafes in which it is free to
adt, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and amity towards
other nattons.

Tue inducements of intereft for obferving that condu& will
beft be referred to your own refleGtions and experience. With
me, a predominant motive has been to endeavour to gain time
Lo our country to fettle and mature its yet recent inftitutions,
and to progrefs without interruption, to that degree of ftrength
and confiliency, which is neceflary to give it, humanly fpeaking,
the command of its own fortunes.

THoucH in reviewing the incidents of my adminiftration, I

am unconfcious of intentional error : I am neverthelefs too fen-
fible of my defelsnot to think it probable that T may have com®
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mittéd many errors. . ‘'Whatever they may be I fervently befeech
the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they may
tend. I fhall alfo carry with me the hope that my country will
never ceafe to view them with indxﬂgence ; and that after forty"
five years of my life dedicated to its fervice, with an upright zeals

the faults of incompetent abilities will be configned to oblivion,
as myfelf muft foon be to the manfions of reft.

RevLyving onits kindnefs in this as in other things, and a&uat-
ed by that fervent love towards it, which is fo natural to a man
who views in it the native foil ef himfelf and his progenitors for
feveral generations ; I anticipate with pleafing expeQaticn that
Yetfeat, in which I promife myfelf to realize, without alloy, the
fweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midft of my fellow-citizens,
the benign influence of good laws under a free government—the
ver favourite obje® of my heart, and the happy reward, and
truf, of our mutual cares, labours and dangers.

_ _ ) G. WASHINGTON.
: "‘U'j""'?‘::si‘"_‘?“"f‘s.‘l"- 17, 1766





