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DELIVERED ON THE
FOURTH JULY, 1794,

TO A NUMEROUS AUDIENCE, AsSEMBLED IN
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF

NEWARK, TO CELEBRATE THE

EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY
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AMERICAN EMANCIPATION.
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Py ALExARDER C. MacwHORTER, Efquire,
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Publifbed at the defire of the Republican Society of
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A1 a ficted meeting of The Republican Society of -
the Town of Newark, beld in the Scciety Cham-
ber, o Monday evening, the 14th July, 1794,
and iz it Yeor of American ndependence the
Nineteenth, it was

On Motion,
Unanimoufly Refolved,

THAT Capt. Thomas Ward and Stephen
W heeler, be a Committee to wait upon Citizen
Alexander C. Macwhorter, and prefent him
with the thanks of this Society, for the Oraticn
which he delivered the 4th inft. in the Prefby-
terian Church cf this Town, to hLis fellow citi-
zens, at their defire, and requeft the favor of 2

copy for publication, and if favored with a copy,
to cauvfe the {ame to be publilhed.

Extral? from the Minutes.

AAroN PENY NTTUN, Secretary.

IO Y A X RO TGRSO




A N
O R A T F O N
DELIVER.ED
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THIS aufpicious day, my fellow citizens, is the

epoch from which we date our national exiftence ;
it ranks firft in our American calander. From
one ex:reme to the other of thefe extenfive ftates,
does this anniverfary of freedom and independ-
ence call forth the patriotic citizens of America
to mirth and feftive joy. The birth-day of kings,
their acceflions to their thrones, and the periods of
their victories, when thoufands of their fellow
men have fallen, conflitute, in general, the greac
feftivals of the earth ; but 1n the view of reafon
and philofophy thefe arc days of {orrow not of joy.
Wec, on the contrary, aflemb,» to celebrate a day,
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the firft in the annals of time, which gave to man-
kind equal rights and <equal privileges—tiow
firiking the contraft! the onefinksand degradcs,
the other exaits and ennobles the human charadt-
er—How auguft the contemplation ! that through
the various changes and national revoluticns
which the hiftoric page.unfdlds, -this fhould be
the firft period of time, when in truth and
reality man becams re-invefted with that equai
libcrty, which the God of nature gave him.
It is right therefore, thatwe conypemorate this
joydus day ; and in the commeimoration there-
of, what contemylations, my fellow citizens, more
ufeful & inftrutive, than the caufes from whence
refulied this our great revolution. The principles
on which it was defended and fupyorted-—-thp
diftinguithed rank it takes among the other revo-
lations of the earth, and the condut of its brave
defenders in the days of danper znd diftref:.

A Britith political writer gbierves, inat ihe
¢ American war originated in parlianentary job.
“big, and its great purpoie was to transfer
‘“ encinuous mafles of Englith property intoloans,
¢ funds and caxec, io form that corrupt minifte-

‘rial phalanx catled the friends of government

“ahile dns fattion, Like a molignant difeafe. wa:
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‘ draiviug the Vicak fobflances of Britain, and
‘ evemarmnies anthnaviés weve meerly its ramifi-

i gitiom.”

If this reprefentation of thg, caufe of the Ame-
ricani war be true, and {uch a faltion, or fuch a
parliament, could obtain fuch an afcendency in
Britain as to draw forth the vital fubftances of
that nation to effet fuch purpofes, how awfully
wretched maofl have been our fituation and cir-
cumftances had they been enabled to rear and
eltablifh the ftandard of corruption on our Ame.
rican fhores—inftead of rejoicing this day, we
fhould have been mourning—inftead of celebrat-
ing the triumphs of freedom, we {hould have been
languithing in the fhackles of defpotifm.

The frequent reprefentations which were made
in England of the wealth of the Americans by the
Britith officzrs, who had ferved here againft the
French, and who had fared fumptuonfly at the .
American tables, roufed into action the contemp-
lations which had long been entertaized by the
goverument, to raife arevesue ki Americz.

Early in 1764, the queﬁmn of right to tax was
brought forward in the houfe of commons, and {o

fsong was the impulfe of avarice, and {uch the
Aa




eld

- S S (I

:1p”.neace whith 2 corrupt admmiftratien had ac.
- fvred av this pericd, that not a perfon: in the
Mouie ventured to controvert the right.  After-
wvacds however; n.any illuftrious charaters came
forward in the o?puﬁnon ; and the names of
thl‘,“ whofe motives were pure and uncorrupt
 wilever bigiten and adorn the page of Ameri-
~cap frzecoms “They improved usin the knowledge
of m - pelitical rights, and confirmed us in the {up-
! ort o' them. The firft, the foremoft, and ! may
’)dd thy moﬁ uﬂ(,Cl‘C, was the celebrated Colonel
Bal’l‘(‘, for wha e noble defence of virtue, and
_&mericz,n oppofiticn to the whole houfe ; 'Viay
| recorded honors gather round his monument and

% o

tulcad.: over bund™

Sub{equent ta the revelution of 1688, the moft
_prominent fzatures in the Britifh fyfter of politics
~was ‘¢ "1 hat taxation could only refult from repre-
fentat'on," or, in other words, that the preperty
of the fubject could never be taken without his
confent. But the influence of corruption and the
anxiety to draw refources from America to ﬁ}pw
port its feted fiream, 1n all its branches, from the
‘king on the thiune down to the loweft minifterial
“hireling, hsd opperated fuch an entire derelicton
of principles, taxs when the queftiou of right, as
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before obferved, firft came forward, there was
not b advacate i its favor ; and they confidered
the future oppofition as merely the petulance of
difcontent and not the voice of reafon.

From kence, my fellow citizens, we have this
inltructive leflon, never to permit a departure
from a political principle of freedom, known, ef-
tzblithed and felt to be right—it augurs corruption
in the government, and will never be attempted
from motives pure and virtuous.

To {fupply the priviledged and pampered orders
“of ftate, the heart of poverty in Britain-had been
probed, from every quarter, for many years, and
for new fources they turned their baleful eyes
acvofs the atlantic. |

America was feen like a fair flower rifing in the
wildernefs, untouched and unblighted by the
breath of corruption. The hierarchy of thst
country ever clofelv united with the miniftry and
with hands equally impure, as anxioufly defired to
gra{p and enjoy the flower—it was as ftrongly
inculcated that the eftablifhment and fupport of a
Bifhopric in America, with its defirable append-
ages, was as eflential to the {opport and preferva-
ton of the mother church, as the obtaining a




revenne was-ellential to the fupport of the ftate.
Thus united with thefe %iews and thefe detires,
they commenced the eperation from whence re-
fulted the glorious revolution which we this day
cclebrate.

Bat let as turn, mry countrymen, from that. baz.
ren wafte ¢ in which vo falutary plant take: root,
no verdurc quickens,” to a {oil, as I williagly be-
Jlieve, pure as the limped flream, and Zertile m
every great and good gralification. |

Tt is the obfervation of an elepant writer,
‘“ That the Americans, difperfed throughout an
immenfc. contineut, free as the wilds of Hatuse
~ which furrounded tlem ; amidit their rocks, their
meumtaips, the vaft plains of their deferts, on the
confines of thefe forefts, m which all isftillin its fa-
vage ftate, apd where there are no tracesof either
the flavery or the tyramny of man ; feemed to re-
ceive from evesy matural ebject a leflon of Tiberty
and independence—as far removed from riches as
from poverty, they were-aot corrupted eicher by
the exeefs of luxury or the excefs of want. Yeed
us with food convenient for us, keft we be $ofl aid
~deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord, or keft we
ke poor and fteal and take the name of our Cod
2 vain,’’ was their waited prayces.
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From this natural equality in which man is
wore jealous cf his rights then perhaps i any
other ftate of fociet ty, flowed a greater effufion of
knowledge than falls to the lot of mankind in ge-
neral, as they better underftood their rlghts, fo
were they more ready to repel every unjuft inva-
fion of them. :

-The principle, that reprefentanon and taxation
muft gotogether, was wellunderftood in America ;
there were cemparatively few, fo illiterate, but
knew it to be a political axiom ; none fo infenfible
but felt it as their only fecurity againft the grafp
of oppreflion-—this principle individuals in Ame.
rica oppofed in their public prints to the repeﬁted
attempis making in Britain to bring forward bills
to tax vhem : andilinftrated it with a ﬁrength of
argmnent tha.  unk ber.cath contempt the vile and
{lavith yell of thie minions of defpotifin, that all
oppoﬁuon to goveinment was rebellion, and re-
Hellion *reafon- |

1 h_f} g;-l:m however progrefled in Britain, and
when snatured, was i"wmxg%t':nto action; it waslike
putting fire to the train ; the noble fentxment of
Fr fedo, 1 or Deaih foread qu"L 2s the ¢leGric lame
from one extreme of our continent to the other,
and roufed, as it were, mftantanecully, three
n:llions of people in fuvport of their right.

B
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"The forming a Congrefs by areprefentation frem
the then ‘different Colonies, circumnftanced as théy
were, i # phendminon in’political fcience,arid the
ftrongeft evidence of the hdppy effets refulting
from a general diffeiion of knowledge among tlie
people ; fpread-ovér an ininenfe tractof territory,
firangers to each other, with diffefent cuftoms,
niranners and local prejudices, under ftrong colli-
tions of intere(t; flowing 'from commercial rival-
{kips and’difited boundiries of territory, reafon
and pelicy ‘required their union under one head,
to Fender effeCtual the defence of their freedom.
Contrary to the expeiation ‘of their enemies they
nobly ‘facrificed every private and party confider-
?::tidn,'afzd"imincdiately cemplied with the requi-
firion. ‘And here let me alk, in the languaage ofa
celebrated orator, ¢ What mewory teems nct
with the recolle&ion of the wifdon, the eloguence
atd  perfeverance of our canfedernted ftatef.
rien,’—cilled topether to vindicate 1o njured
rahts of their conntry, they affernbled v ich hands
and Lea"t‘ pure as the caufe in which they were
ezaged. o faction—no corruntion feund ad-
oxiffion here ; chieir comcils were not warped by
nTiinry ner ter aciolutions confounded by
[ oy hmat Gndaiimolite -—the v sod of their conn-
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of opinion, as to the wmeans of obraining. it, was
difcuffed vith the - calmnefs of reaion, feeking for,
truth, and not with the keen perfonal inveéiive
only aiming at party fuperiority. And to the
honor of our country would it be, cculd we in
truth pafs this eulogium from the Congref: ef ’; ;5
to every fubfequent Congrefs of America. Their
compofitions united a manlinefs of fentiment with
an elegance of flile that fcemed infpired by tha
pure {pir.t of the caufe in which they were engag-
ed, and. will go down to poflerity as Liufirious
monuments of American genius. |

Tothow toyou, my countrynien, the charaler of
thefe our youthful politicians in the mind of the un-
prejudicedin Europe ; permit me to repeat thelan-
guage of the firft ftatefman and orator of Britain :
‘“ The reprefentatives of America, (faid he) meet
with the fentiments and temper, and {peak the
fenfe of the continent. For genuine fagacity, for
{ingular moderation, for folid wi‘dem, mauly foi-
rit, (ublime fentiments and fimplicity of langusge,
tor every thing refpeftable and Lonorable, the
Congrefs of Philadelphija thine norivalled. T he'y
are viewed as the northern conitellation of glori-

ous worthies illuminating and waring the New
World”> Thefe enlogiums, refulted from that




policy, fpirit and union, which they exercifed in
the fupport of their grand principle, that no Ame-.
rican could be taxed without his confent, expref-
fed by himfelf orreprefentative, which right théy'
coutended, our an:eitors derived both from nature
and the Briith conftitution, and tranfmitted, un-
marred, to their pofterity ; and to the honor of
our country be it remembered, that this principle,
ae their leading flar, was uhrcmittingly purfued
from the gloom of unfuccefsful fupplication to the
{plendor of victory and adinowleﬂcr'cd fovereignty.'

But let us pafs to a comparanve view of this
our glorious revolution, with the. other revoluti-
ons of the earth, having Liber ty for their object.
In one refped, my countrymen, there is a dittin-
guifhing diﬁ‘eﬁ*ence which gives luftre to the Ame-
vican charater. The revolution of this coun::y
proceeded from a well digefted knowledge of civil
rights, the refult of philofophical reflection, and
fpeculative enquiry. The other revolutions,
which have preceded it, have been caufed either
by a feries of oppreflic: 5 which could no longer be
endured, or have fprung from the impulfe of the
moment, occafioned by {ome unexpected and vio-
lent adt of defponfm that tortured human nature
into aGion—the one pourtiays. the reifon and
refleion of man, the other the limits of his pati-
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eénce, and the keennefs of his' fenfations. Thc‘
Romais, fo celebrated in hiftory for their pamo-.
tic virtues, were roufed from ﬂavery to freedom

by the fight of tiie pmgnardrec} ing with the blood
of the virtuous Lucret:a.

The death of the chafte Virginia, by the hand
of her father to fave her honor from the tyrannic
Decimvir, and ler body expofed to the pubhc
view, impellcd that peeple again to revolt and to
annihilate the order of the Decxmv:rs, which h.ld
violated the rights of the Roman citizens.

And to come down to more modern times—the
introduction of the inguifition into the "\Tetn\cr-
lands by the defpotic Philip,—The terrnble fp«*c-
tacles daily prefented by that awful mﬁntutxon of
men perifhing in the flames on account of  their
rcligion ; and the ignomineous death of ]:,gmom:
and Horn, two popular favorites, atlength tor-—
tured the people into that oppofition which, even-
tually, iffyed in the emancipation of the feven
united provinces. FEven the hardy robuft inha-
hitants of the Alps, fince fo famous for the Hel-
vetic confederacy, for a long time, bore the moft
degrading oppreflions unti] the manly virtues of
1 TELL excited them to refiftance.  Nor is the
unportant revolution in France, fo juftly celebrat-
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ed for the magnitude of its objedt, a=" “.ie traci-
cendant brilliancy of execution, an exception ; thofe
heroic and un.conquerablé republicanéhad borne
the hard hand of defpotifm, till forced by its
oppreﬂlve weight to avehge tieir wrongs.

The guardian genius of America, on the con.
rary, would never permit the fangs of defp‘otiﬁ'n5
to hzﬂcn on our hallowed foil.  And may it fore.
vor be our great charalteriftic to forefee danger.
at a diftance, and to repel its approach on principle

and rational enquiry.

Where are the liberties of the republics which
have preceded us ; except the Swis Cantons, [
know of no republican ftate at this day but has
returned to the dark glooms of defpotifm, and the
‘name of Republic and I.iéekty is, with them, meer
fou’n’ding ‘brafs and tinkling cimbal.  The caufe
of this awful relapfe from freedom to flavery is
well worth the enquiry of every American. And
the great fource from whence it has proceeded,
my countrymen, is the want of general inftru&tion
and information among the people. This fo_rms.
an unfurmeuntable barrier againft their inveftigat-
ing their poﬁtica] rights, renders them inattentive
thercto, and obliges them to intruft the facred
depofit in the hands of a few individuals, whofe
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‘condiit they are unable to fcrutinize, ind fubjes
them to be carried away credulous vidtimsto the
artifice of every defigning demagogue.

But it is time we turn-to @ fummary confideration
of the condu of the brave defenders of our coun-
try in its days of danger and..diftrefs. ¢ And
what hand withholds the lawrel fo juftly due to
ihe virtues of our patristic warriors,” called from
the peaceful walks of private life by their coun-
try’s danger—from citizens they became foldiers.
YW hat hardihips, incident to that fituatior, for fe-
ven long years did they not endure? Where s
the example in hiftory of equal gallantry and per-
feverance in every difficulty and danger unfupplied
and unpaid, owing to the impoverifhed ftate of
their country.  In the dark feafons of the war
when the genius of liberty {eemed to languifh un-
der the préifure of defpoti{fm, and many of her
fons, in moments of defpondency, fought protec-
tion from the relentlefs foe ; who faw the army
difcover fimptoms of defpair, or heard from them
the language of fubmiflion ?

Perm:t mie here, my fellow citizens, to pay the
y'bute of praife to the patriotic foldier vhao coa-
“woued on the banks of the Deteware, with ther

oo e o - e e o lea AR .
Chalicions commander, alter the expiiation of treir
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snlifhments, and with whom he was enabled to
recrofs thatriver & turn the tide of the war by his
~vittories at ‘I'renton and-ut Princeton. But why
do I particularice ? Smrcenv a town in our coun-
try but where have been difplayed aéts which
{found their panegyrxc-—-when the caufe’ of free-
dom was’ ﬁna}iy triumphant, and the min: ions of
defpotifm obliged to withdsaw from its fheres, .
which they had fo long ftained with the blood- of
its citizens, thefe patriotic ‘warriors gave tc the
.world an exainple of the love.of country everto
‘be admired and imitated. Unfatisfied and unre- -
.quited for their long laborious toils and fervices;
the moment their country ceafed to call, they for-
foek the infignia of i¥ar for the mantle ¢f Peace,
-and returned to the bofom of thut country whofe
‘rights they had fo nobly defended.

~ And hore they have purfued the various cccu-
~pations of civil iffe with an imduftry which diftin.
¢aifhes them m fociety and at this day are, al-
weft unexceptionably, confpicaous examples of

tachment wo the Rightr of Mair and the caufe of
Literty i genz2ral, m cppofition to all arbitrary
pover-—{entiments that were fo ftrongly impref-
din teconrfeof their illuftrisus fervice. The
e o e Uand aftediion due to diftinguifh.
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ed merit, is the oply compenfation they.can now
receive. Thefe will never be withheld while
gratitude is anhAmg:;can virtue ; and when time
thall ceafe with them and us, let their menumenal
infcription be “ HE FOUGHT AND CON.
QUERED IN HIS COUNTRY’s CAUSE.”
It will ferve both for Epitaph and Elegy, aad en-
dear their memory with poflterity.

- The brilliant' exploits of the militia of our
country ought never, on an occafion Iike this, to
be pafled over in_filence. They have ever been
confidered as rhe grand defenre of every- land of
freedom, and in the courfe of our ftruggle for in-
dependence, they proved themfelves eminently
worthy of the facred charge. The fcenes of
Bunker’s hill, of Bennington and the Sarratoga
heights, will fand to the lateft time, illuflrioys
examples of their prowes and intripidity. But to
enumerate all the glorious deeds of “Qur warring
yeomanry would require time far beyond: wy pre-
fent limits, Fernit e only to add, that the mi-
litia of New-Jerfey acquired lawrels which will
ever be confpicuots i the volums Qf American
hiftory. .

I will nct lead you on this occafion to the tembs

of our Nluftrious warriors who fell in thewr coun-
D2
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try’s caufe—it would touch ihe {prings of grief iz
the heart of fenfibilizy, and draw the fympathetic
tear from many an eye. The renumeration of
their names without the annexation of their fhin-
ing virtues, would be too melahcholy a detail—
and to give to each his charaCteriftic glory is the
plealing taik of the hiftorian. The memeory of
every fon and daughter of liberty will embaln
them as long as time and recolle@ion faall exift.

And now pcrmit me to clofe this addrefs, my
countrymen, in reminding you that the preferva.
tion of that liberty, which you have fo glorioufly
chtained, depends on your own knowled ge and
the right inftruction and education of your chil-
dren ; for you and they can only be thereby ci:-
-abled to guard- the avenues to the temple of frec-
dom, from the firft approaches of tyranny, and tg
dete@ both oppreflion and anarchy, whick are
equal evxls in all their variety of fhapes—guard
with & mcus care your prefent free and glorious
Conftitution , and afford at all times your rcady
excrtions to fupport it in its purity againl eitlier
"its deflroyer or corrupter 3 for by either its def-

ruftion or ccrruption you loofc your all; & vain
Fotr forght—ivn iogiv jioy canguercds






