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< For to me to lLve is Chriff, and 1o die is
gain.”

If is always expetted in the improvement of
fuch difpenfations of divine Providence, as
have occalioned this numerous and folemn af-
{fembly, that the preacher fhould give fome
general lines of the charalter of the deceafed,
with fome fupporting counfel to the mourning
relatives and friends.

I couLp with propriety here introduce a
large culogium upon the character of this aged
and venerable fervant of Jesus Curist ; but,
1 fhall confine mylelf to the general features
and moft firiking outlines of it.

Tue Rev., Mr. Richards was defcended from
a refpectable family in the townef Newark, and
aobout fifty-two years ago, became a fubje&
with many others of thofe general and remark-
able influences of the fpirit of Gobp, which at

nat feafon were poured out upon various parts

f America. He was at this tme brought to
a Lo“eful clofure with the Iuord Jesus CHRIST;
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the fine cr'i rand trath of which, & tong unile.-
miihed Nife, a holy converfation, and a chntis
tian praétice abundantly prove and moft fatii-
fucwrxlv eftcblith. [dis converlion was atten-
ded with fuch anxioufnefs of zeal, that ai)
kis heart and defires were to ferve Gop in the
holy miniftiy of the Gofpel of his Scn, and
promote the alvation of 1morta! louls. Iu
thefe exerciies, and with thcf‘ views, he enga-
ged 1 procumw literary accompl fhmenrs, ob-
tained his firft degree 1n the Arts 1n the Col-
jege of I\cw Haven, (for the College ot Wew-
Jerfey was nocat that ume nftituted,) in the
year 1743. After his commencement, he de-
voted himiclf whelly to the {tudy of Divintty,
and in due rime was orderly licenfed by the Pref-
b’ytcry of New-York as a preacher of che bletfed
Gof 'pcl of ourdivine Redeemer,  He was warm
in the caute of religion, zealous and popular,
Various invivations were foon prefented o him
tor fetciement, efpecially from the VWallkil i
the ftate of New-Yorg, and frem this g»ace ;
thongh thie, 2t that time was jult a beginning

~

“youny 1’(‘.-f5-\:~fn vetr 1c obtained his pref t‘rc:m;9
«n3d vou have en) >yed his labeurs in the Goipel,
I think, for mose than rorty-five years. Gob
hw blefled the difpentation of the Golpel by
him in the awakenin _.f, fzd converfion of many
jouls 1n this vlace, fome of whem are gone to

plory and are now dars iy the crown of his re-



j cing, and {fome il remain as witnefivs ot the

ficacy and fruits of his mnifiry amonyr vou,
Therr have beezn feveral revivals ot’w;z qon du-
ring his miniftration, fo that Gob has gre Ay
honored hic, as the xuftuyw'r‘-t of ronve,ing
heavenly b}emﬁ’“a to your fathers; to yeu and
your families,

He was from early life afifted with nerv-
ous complaints, wi hichinduced a nieiancholy
habit of body, which, ar varicus fealons, for a
confideérable time together, took bim off from
rhe public fervice of the {anltuary ; and now
tor three years, except a fiort lucid interval laft
tall, he has been overwhelmed with thefe calam-
ities ; reduced from a confiderable degree of
corpulency to a mere fkeleton ; and tney have
at laft brougnt him down to the dutt of the
earth,

1'uE prominent lines in the charalter of our
dear departed friend were, a fteady and {ervent
plety ; a warm and fincere devotion ; and a
high and energetic zeal in all his public per-
fromances.  In private life, he was a cordial .md
faitkful friend. In his fumily, hewas the af-
fcétionate hufband , the tender father and xind
mafter, Fe was aminifter w mlly devoted, while
he enjoved health, to his muniterial ia')ors, both
in {exfon and eut of feafon.  The affairs of the
world communded but a imall portion o iis care
ane citention,  Belides his pubiic resuching on



the fabbath, how frequent were hvs wee ot
fedines 7 e laved, I‘*u:: de*f;"»f?‘,«i‘t-;‘:,'? in s acaven-
sy vaflor’s forvice. You are i witneilss to hig
aza.‘ﬁx;:‘wa‘(x 17y Vii“ﬁiﬂ"’ the ﬁ'Ck' 3(1:\'7%11=ftr'11~r
crofion cad fsz; sort to the diing Lwarg
PAguNg {qum o JESUS; (O nrm T them
Presononrn o and weﬂn,b.,z‘r’ VO ang vmu chil-
deon from houe o heole, 1 mmitation of his
peacefyl Lore, be wasaman, and minifter of

i
r«;f..-:sc'&m}'@lf: nrefery d peace in s neighbour-
bood and coneregation.  Never were the Prei-
‘z‘.sa.:ndry or churches troubled w1~.h any <om-
1 laint 5 07 nes finefs from this good man,  The
hiftary of the condo& of Barnabas 3, togethet
with the charaéter given of him by St L.ke,
when fent by the church in Jerufalem to vifi
Antioch, may here, Ithﬁrk with propricty bhe
sooited,  He :‘:JOICCG wheu be faw 2be grave of
Gop among the Antiochian chu(hans, was rlad,
sil ruborted thom all that with purpole of wear?
fb o apould cieave unto the Lorp.,  Frev be was 2
fiamz’ man, fuil of the Hely Ghofty and of faith,
LHE iuL,Z"‘”“T}"‘ Gop has | creterved his Life to a
{’m,. nidaze, and now pas cathered bin home
lix2 a flonck of co'r'fz Sfully vipr.—or whom thouid
we mourn 2—Ioi for this fune who 15 gone to
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ciory, but for w'*srff“»w:r who ioirer the lofs of
; s ) 2
Fils pravers and exsnyg le.
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g and bereaved wisow, My :az‘ iGadam, 1t
sowithvou a day of heavine(s gloomings and
thick darknels. You cantruely fay with the
pfalmitt ;  Lover and friend haft thou pu:
’mm me and mine acquaintance, inte the |

arknefs.”  To whomecan I recommend 3ou
for confolation, butto the LLorp, who has pro-
mifed to be the widnw’s Gop.~—May the Gop
of all peace, hope and comfort be your ftay and
fupport ! May Iirael’s God, and your hufband’s
God, be your help, your portion, joy and falva-
tion !

As toyou the dear children of the decealed,
the beft counfel, I cun give you in this the day
of yout forrow, (.mtrcib “and bitternefs of {foul,
13, to make your father’s Goy, your {501 5 3 iy
father’s Saviour, your Savicur ; recoilect his

exhortatinns and Dray‘-‘ ; imitate his sehgion
a*ld exampic; walk in his fteps 5 2nd when you
fhall be called to Jeave this .vond, then {hall
you dwell with him in manfions of crernal
felicity 1n the Paradice of Gob,

g.?f;

Witu relpell 1o vou, my dear hearers of thie
congregatior, who bave iong ‘) € fm. red
with the labours, ze2' “»d faithfyl Ine’s of jour

departed paltor; rem  oer b, ducining, his e,

his e’:xhor ations, and holy aligen e ‘1(:'7 o

worned you, praved {; mrmu nig ‘xt and dav, vl
warched for your {ouls. You wal car h?r-“.
yoice nomoere,  Prepars 10 vl 1;117.‘,‘;1 &l ke
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bar of Gop.—-0!, that .t may be your ’*"a‘*t’*y
Loty that he may then fay to %ns heaveniy Facher,
“ Fleep am I, and the children, thou hal“t gven
wha ore e Golpel are cali-
upen this day, 1o ranzmnber, that we hold
our treature tn earthen veflfeéls.  Soon, very
{05, tmany of usmult givean account of our
{?fwaw{zw» A ve Ty {ew weeks ago went (o
rett that venerable lervans of Curist, the Rev,
Dr. Robert Smith of Pr(ﬂ:’:x, a rnan eminently
,:iz tingmbhed for Wis piety, his godly converfa~
Tion, um"f walking and minifterial zeal. And
O W aﬂuth**r of our fut} ers and fellow laborers
1 the vineyard <~f Cartstis gone,  “ Our fu-
they jive forever 2 mL“" us oird up th ¢ loins of
o ¢ nnds il vork while the day lafts, for e
fhiil foon foilcw them iato the eternal and un
caangeable wvorl .

'HAT we s aa, minifters and people, be
prepared and Le fund l ng ready for our depsr-
tuve, may Gou of his free grace; and infinite
rev grant thr , }ESU’; Crnree,  men aund
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