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FESTIVAL DISCOURSE,

Okccafioned by the CELEBRATION of the

SEVENTEENTH ANNINERSARY
O F

Amecrican Independcnce,

In the TowN of NEwark.

Br ALEX. MACWHORTER, D. D.

T'o which i1s an~ :xed the Decluration of Ine

dependenze, which was read, witha few

Introdulory Remarks,

by Arex. C. MacwiorTER, Efq. A. M.

He hath nat deait f> with awy Nutien. David.
O fortuiatss nimium, fua fi bina n:rmt,
Agricolas. Virgil.

l*—-————:——a——'—ﬂ

N E W 4 R K: (N},
SRINTED BY JOHN WOODS-S

M.DCC.XCIl1L.



Ata Merting of the Pafrictic Suciety, the Citizéns, and the
feveral Companies of the Milisa, of the Town of
Necwark, to celebrate the Annivesfary of the Declara-
tion of the Independence of the United States of Ame-

tica. Julv 4. 1793, |
Orn Mction of 1h. Reverend My, Ogden. feconded by
Cdlonei Hedden,

Refolved Unamimonfly,
HAT th¢ Thanks of the above Bodics
be given to the Reverend DocTor
MaecwsorYeR, for his excellent Sermon,
delivered this Day before thcm ; and that
the Da@or be wqucitted 1o favor them with
a Copy of the Difcourfe for Publication;
and alfo, that to the fame be annexed the

Declaration of Independence.
In behalf of the Gentlemen above menti-

oned,

UZAL, OGDEN, Vice-Prefident
‘of the Patriatic Society.
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FESTIVAIL DISCOURSE,

Occafioned by the CrLEBRATION of the

SEVENTSENTH ANNIVERSARY OF

Amecrican Inde cpendence.

PSAILMS xvi. 6.

The Lincs bave fullen unto me in ple fant
Places—yea, I 2ave a goodly Heritage.

HANKSGIVING and praifc to the glorious Crea-
T tor, Conferver and BenefaQtor of the univeife, are
duiies of the firlt magnitude incumbent upon rational crea-
tures.  “That part of creation replenithed with underftar:d.
ing minds, formed with the powees of obfervation and ref-
lection, made capable of contemplating the wonderful ope-
rations of Heaven, in bringing all things from nothing into
exiflence, vpholding, direlting and governing the fame,
how fhould they be employed in admiration, adoration,
gratitude and praife ? While thefe divine exercifes ought,
habitually, 10 prevail in their hearts, there are diftinguifhed
fealons, in which they fhould be brought forward to a more
ilultrious difolay,  T'his day, this great day ! this cver ine-

morable FCURTH of ]ULY is one of moﬂ confpicu-
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ot feafons, wherein the moft elegant refinetments of the
buman foel, in the highedt fhams of exalied devoron
should be evhibiiedy and with gladnels and joy cticred up
to the God of nations, the Kg ot Kingy, and the Lord
of Lordse For thele digmbied purpofes, to honor the great
Frerpal, who afls according to his wife aed wfinte plea-
fi.ciu his fuperior and wleiior kingdoms throughout his
ealimied domntoes we, my refpelled audience,ac: this day
afl:mbleds And what theme could, with greates furce and
fropriety, command cur contemplations ard clevate our
fymns of praife, than uvs celetlial rapiure of the fweet
{irger of Hrael, now repeated in your licwming? When the
wfpired PRIt cal’ad 1ato review before hin the wonders
ef Gl o creation, providence and redempuion, the mar.
velous things perfermed, for the Hrachiuth nation, and the
tehicities and allonithing glories to which hie humfelt haid
Leen raifad, B burlls forth i the adoring and prafing lap-
guage  Cour text s @ The Lines are ralion unty me in plewfunt
$loces s yeay b bave a pocdly Heritage” A though e hag
fad, the allottients of Heaveu, and the postion of mine -

critunce appointed in riches, glory and pleafure, far tran-
feend its proceedings towards other nations and ovier men ;
yea, [am planted an, and honoved with, a heritage, tha
is armiable, beautiful, and aliogether good § that charms ey«
ry fenfe, delights every freling, and cowraps my vhil
foul in gratitude and joy. |

This fiame of mind, this temper and fpliit here expre o
by ttis man after Gud’s own heart, ought 1o be (Lo’
iabibed, and highly culivated, by every ciuzen of thite
United States.  When we cortemplate the ways of (oo,
the wonders of Providence in bringing us into exiftenee, as
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a nation, and the fuperabundance of divire beneficence in
contering upon us immunitics, liberties, and leflings, far
beyond any other peopie on the face of the earth, how may
cach Awmerican adopt the rapturous exclamation, and fay,
“ The Lin:s bave fallen unto me in pleafarit Places ; yea, I bave
a goodly Heritage”” This day is the nativity of our nation ;
this day is cnobled by the cummencement of our exiftence 5
it forms a new ca in the annals of time, when we fud-
denly arofe and feized our arrangement of r.rk among
tie nations of the world.  Let this day be celebrated with
thankfgiving, with pleafure and with gladnefs of heart.  In
the formation of cur habiiations of pleafure in thofe Ameri-
can climes, what wonders did the Alimighty God perform,
when ke opened, in this delightful land, an alylum for our
forefathers, vo which they retreated from tyranny, perfecu-
tion, oppreflion, and cruclty of the Eaftern world ? This
wildernefs foon becomne a gosdly Heritege under the hand
of induftry, integrity, liberty and vistue.  The Rights of
Man, the rights «f confcicnce, the privileges of rational
beings, born cqually free, and the dignities of huinanity,
were the feeds immediately planted, with the ere@ion of
the firlt Qandards on thele Weltern Shores.  The plants
were peifeCtly adapted 1 the foil 5 they were cultivated by
freedom’s fair and unfhackled hand ; watered by the dews
and rains of celeftial beneficence, and warmed by the geni-
at vearas of the bright fun of liberty.

The f(acred flowers arofe 5 their early buds were happi-
nefs, ard their full bloom, which cvery virtuous eye beholds,

it lultre and glory.
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The Adantic bulwarks, -our unknown fituation, the
gloomy and bigotted ignorance of Europe, created a Jes
fence for the divine plants in their teuder growth in thefe
far, remote, and diftant regioas.  Thus they grew, became
great, and their branclics reached ic Heaven,

Their fruits were rich and luxuriant ; their fragrancy,
beauty, fweetnels and glory, at length, alas! fruck the ava.
sicivus fenfe, aroufed ambitions tyranny, and raifed the all-
grafping hand of the Tranfat’antics to gather and enjoy all
the fruitage, or be the utter detru@ion ot the tree.  Hofts
were colle&ed, thoufands of Germanic Siaves purchafed,
vail fleets equipped, our fhores were ciowded with thips
and armies to bear away the riches, the fruits, the glories
and hard earnings of the children of Columbia, or to deal
the fword, fire and dcfolation over the land.  The fons of
freedom, unprovided and unaccoutred, and in all refpeéls
unfurnithed for the horrid onfet, relinquithed their huiband-
1y, domeftic eale, and fair cultivations, and rufhed, unhar-
neffed for war, in tumuliwous crder to their zoafts,

Their only prote€tion, their only defence in which they
wufted, under the thadow of the wings of aufpicicus Hea-
ven, and which will be the theme of poets and orators yet
unborn, was a new phenominon ; not the thunderirg
burlts of nitrous and charcoal explofions, that have, from
their firit combinations, more terrified than injured man-
kind ; but, an infinitely fimple invention, invifible in i1s na-
wire and irrefiftable in its operation.  What is this under-
working difcovery, tha far tranfcends the fkiil of that fol
dier, the inveftigator of the filent yet blultering type, which
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has flathed upon the world, knowledge and folly, wifdom
and ignorance, light and darknefs, like paroxifms of the
eleflrizal flued.  What is this altenithing invention, that
exceeds the philofophic powers of that prieft who reduced
‘he terrors of Heaven to Earth, and put the fire, and blaze,
nd thunder above, into the hands of men ¢ [t isthe greate(t
“w.ople in univerfal nature ; the largelt Batonical colle@ion
can produce nothing fo unmixed & uncomnounded. W hat
is thisaltonithingly operating power, more 1han equalizing
all the weapons, defenfive and offenfive, of ages paft; that
became the broad thield of America, the repulfion and van-
quithment of her focs. It was nothing more than a fimple,
a fimple fentiment of fpirt, poured down, quickened and
matured by the celeflials in Amcrican hearts 5 a mere indi-
vifiblz, unreducible impulfe of mind, 4 determination to
wie o1 be free I This fingle freling, infuled by the high,
the great and univerfal fpirit, into the human heart, perform-
~ ¢d wonders, like the miraculous pillar of Ifrael, that throud-
ed them from busning funs by day, and illumined their
camp of millions by night.

What could this mental, this aciial and invifible fpiritdos
[t impregnated, with military ardor, the minds of thoufands,
~ incumbered the way of Britith miriads, inftilied confulion in-
~ to the enemies counfels,clogged & unaxeled their iron wheels
¢ of war, and caufed them to drive in lvop~ﬁds:d and zig.zag
© form, thovsh Jehu like, they fvamed, and drove furicufly,
Theic Herculian weight mocked the powers of mechanifin
‘o repel,and all the inventions of proud dreiemides 1o remeve,
who boafted, “ Give me whereon to ftand, and I'll maze the
world.”  Yethis new difcovery, revealed by Heaven to

B
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Columbian minds, this ffrange invention, the peculiarity
of American Tadlics, in feven long years of experimental
and hard application, ftopped, drove back, and eje&led from
their borders, the tyr2anic moniter with 'l hus hedious and
devouring legions.  Strong were the exertions—-the force
mighty—ani the corflict dire. The war often hung du-
bious, as that between Ifrael and Amalek of old, which wa-
vered with the elevation and depreflion of the Mofuic hand,
So here, as the fentiment, the determiation for freeasm or
death, rofe or funk, was vigorous ¢ aint; vitory changed
her fandard from Gde to fide, and from camp 1o camp, ull
foreign Ether, from Gallia’s chemicad ftores, regalec the lan-
gudd fpirig, invigorated and eftabhifhed i,

"This fixed the corquering ftandard, immoveatle, in the
American ficld, {h ling and wavering no more, il mirmy-
dons and harpics fculked to their Augean {tables, wncleanfed,
their native retreats, and peace, thining peace, with her hal.
my wings, brooded over our walted cultivations—fhad ~-
broad her divitial dews—revived worried nature. & reftored
hope, life and hapoinefs, <0 the pofleTions ot {reedon.

This wonderful, this aufpicicus day, is the birth-day of
frecdom—th: greateft bleffing, one ~cepted, eves ufhered
into our world.  Happy the tme—happy the place—happy
the land that gave her birth, znd thrice happy the huur,
wore than Jubilee year, in which INDEPENDENCE,
Yeaven-born INDEPENDENCE was announced ! In-
dependence! celeflial babe —O Americans, behold her bril-
liant glories ; how do the infant finiles (hed jov, gladnefs,
blefling and felicity all around them ? Celebrate her bisth ;
celebrate her blooming youth, with vistuous fodality, with
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innacent convivia! garlands ; with all the bloonmir. rreafures

which Fird’s gardens can produce.  And while you glory
pin this aafpicious day, which, may no adverfe cloud ever
bechipfe from Aurors’s dawn, ull twilipht’s eve, remeraber
fhil, the parent of ail. Let your joys, let your'armaur and
L aniform, be the plenoply of chriitians ; let the vistue of
Jchafle and pure temperance ever prefident at your convivial
boaids.

We not only this day, celebrate the praifes of the pArENT
 of the univerfe, who, hereon, at once, gave buihi to Likerty,
§ Independienss, and miilions, even 2 whole nation of freemen :
bui we celebrate the praifes of the God of drmres. who, with
| martial prowels, infpired our admirable commay DER, the
fult of Columbia’s fons—who dire€ed the high counfils of
 our land —who led on car bartaira—nerved the foldier’s arm
§ —rrote@ed our facred ALL, and fecured to us the infinitely
§ important rights and enjoyments of men.  Let us fing The
R Lines have fallen unta us in pleafunt Places ; yea, W& have a
Jwdly Heritage,

Yet, this high anniverfary demands more. We celebrate
 the praifes of the fountain of wifdom, which poured greater
 ftreams of underftanding into the felefled patriarchs of the
nation, thin ever were before difpenfed to this inferior
E world ; in moulding a Conflitutinn of Order (I wifh not
10 employ the teisific term government) which embraces all
{ the dignities of man, liberty, life, property and honor, in the
B highelt and moft perfeé degree, that the focial ftate can ad-
[ mit.  Perhapsit is not in the reach of beings, of no more
' extended intelligence than man, to work up any thirg neaser
- ablolute perfedion, confittent with, and creative of fres-
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dom, order and happinefs, than the cardinal principlzs ¢
our glorious Ciur/ Conflitution, Qur nation has become i o,
~ sified under its operation and adminiftration, far beyord ‘t.
moft fanguine and even enthufialtic expeation. T'm;
great conflituents of this new momentum of civil powe: .a*"
the higheft priviliges, profperity and felicity of a democzang
nation. One luftrum is jult compleated fince with the o v’

x
L3

fplendid pomp our little village could exhibit—we celehrar
cd the adoption of this child of wildom, Our New Congti ..{
tion,  Oneofits great perfe@ionsis, thould any mf:nmm*.:
in itin future appear, it admits of the finiflung touches 4
the fine pencil of amerdment. 5

Contemplate, my honored audience, {for all frcemen e
honorable) contemplate for amoment, the ¢fells of i
wonder-working CONSTITUTION of the Unyry '\’;
States. It difpetled the thick clouds which darkenedi
our political hemifphere in the years fuventeen hundred and
—ghty-fix anu eighty-feven., Public credit, which is the’
life cf nations, in thefe gloomy feafons, had well aigh ex.\
pired.  How did this Comflitution, beyond the vfual p«'r:wcru;
of application, reftore, ftrenghten, exalt and cftablifh it
What a floud of riches did it inflantancoufly pour into uhc&
American lap, by the fudden appreciation of the medium of}
bufinefs ! How has it in lefs than a fingle lutrum carried*
abundance of the American canvafls, round more than half§
the glube, far beyond oui Antipodes, vibrating commerce, to §
our immenfe emolument. The adventures of the merchantli
already explore the far diftant regions of the univerfe, and§
their fhips import the produftions of every clime.




(13 )

While the fun of comarerce arifes upon us with a reful-
geot blaze of glory, its grand fource, Agriculture, is not lefs
confp.cuons in s advances. How are agncultura) experi-
ments daily makiog ; manures of a thoufand forms ¢n-
creafing ; and the fabors ot the plow caufling the earth 10
teern with a profufion of plenty : Qur farms [inile—out
harvefls bow their awny heads 1o the reaper’s hand—our
barns oveitlow wah luxunance, and the heart of the buf-
bandman greatens with gladnels, pleafure and gratitude.
Let the {ouls of American farmers rejoice ; ** For the Line:
have fallen unto themy in pleafant places; yea, they have a
goedly Heritage.”

Turn your eyes to the great cities, the attralling vorti-
ces of every chara@er ; behold thofe bufy hives amatling
treafures of wealth, yct enjoying the higheil tranquility, the
itronge® fecurity of their property, and bafk.og in the um-
brage of profpenty and peace, under she all- foltering, and
all-prote@ting arm ot our glorious ConsTiTuTiON.  Let
gur cities rejoice, and their hearts be filed with joy, and
their fongs be foags of praife ; * For the Lines bave fuilen
usto them in pleafant places; yea, \hey have a goudly Her:-
f{'.fgd’."f ”

Lt the lule villages, which rife unnumbered in our
vrolific country, fwell their notes in hymns of thankfgiv.
ing to the beneficent parent of all, who has dignificd them
with 2 civil conftitution, fraught with felicity 5 granted to
-every part of our illuflrious country, an impr grab'e char-
aller for all their labors and enjoyments.  Let vales and
hills, fhops, villas and ftores, wnite in one univerfal voice
of praife, THAT the Lines have fullen unts THEM in phafark
Places ; yea, THEY Lave a gowlly Herituge,
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How have all kinds of Manufa®ories ftarted into exil-
tence, and flousiflied throughout our land ¢ Ciafts & trades
to comfort and oraament the human paifor, have arifen
at eace among us, and bid fair to tonr high in thefe de-
pactients of freedom.  How are new manufa&uring fyf-
tems every day eftabhifinng and profecuting with vigour and
enriching furcels # In this. Wiltern world of hiberty, under
the banners of our tranfcendently excellent Consriru-
Tiow, every virious adventure, every valvable enterprize,
and undertling, may be ailined ot the follering kindrefs
of Columbran indolgence, and dwell fatcly w full potiufhon
of thewr ALL,

;

Science, bere flonrifhe s in thefe walks of {roedom.  The
chambas, the beanuinl chambers of feience, fland equally
open to the pesdant and the great. In no region of our
globe are fuicnce and koowledee fo dulfufive ; fo itrausais
and illum:ne the minds of the bulky mals of mankind, as in
this guardian afylum of liberty.  What numesous Acade-
mics, Colleges, and Univerfities are every yrarand 1 might
alinoft fay, every month, prelenting to our view.  Fair
feience! Thou amiable daughter of Heaven ! T'hou blef-
Ming, glory and dignity of the human mind! May thefe
climes of freedom be thy perpetuai, thy permanent, and un-
changeable refidence !

Here, the exzrtions, inventions, and toils of genius ob-
tain firm patents for, and enjoy fecurely, il the profits of
their works.  In former times the adventusers of the pen
had to beftow all their labors, and more for the acquitition
of an introdvclion to the public view, Independence,a
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T H E
DECLARATION

O F

INDEPENDENCE,

Which was Read, with 2 few INTRODUCTORY
RENARKS. N

iy Arrx. C.Macwnorrer, Efq. 4. M.

FYP M molt of nations, my countiymen, from long ha-

I bit avd projudice, ceicbrate the bistheduys of heix
Puuces and Rulers, gaed oe bad, indiferimipately, as times
of great national felicite ana rcjoicing 5 but it is our fupe-
riar happineds, our boait wod cur puvilege, to allociate in
the commetmoration of a day which gave birth to Liferty—
to a naitm of freemen, Ly the I3 dordion of INDEPEN-
DENCE we became one o he viions of the carth ;) the
fortitude, patience and perfoverance, difplayed by our coun-
ty in ity defence, how vur tide theicto »nd give rank wod
digoity to our Raticn—Tt 1o therctore o, that we cele-
brate THIS DAY as our great Nawiowal dvoerfary —"The
fituation and circumftances ot the Uaed Sates, at this i
portast wwra, Doeatize that greav vanfaétion, as coe of the
nobledt difplays of buman forntude that the hiltory of the
world affords—-ne Fieet—no difcipioed arny- no maga-
cines of milnary Reres—-ovr government vuorgatazed, and

C
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many parts of our country diftra@ed, by the vile adherents
of defpotifm ; the friends of Liberty and of Independince of

that day, ftoo fhielded from the deftru&tive graip of one of
the moft powerful nations in the world, by 1he prote&ion

only of that Being, who ever [iniles on a righteous caufe.
They confided thesein, and inlpired with the avble enthufi-
afin of liberty, give to the world examp'es of magnanimity,
which could jroceed ouly trom confcicus ref@itude, and
m'nds fenfible thcy were treading the paths of honor and
of dwy, They dared to be free! They robly braved the de-
nunciations of vengeance of a haughty tyranic King and
Court ; and when legions of Biit.th and German mercena-
ries, more formidable than our 2 4 ra world, hal ever be-

held, were ready to hurl deftru@ion over our land, this dec-
laration of our rights appeared.

That time may never wear from our recolle&ion the prin-
ciples thereof, let us frequently revolve them in our minds
and refrefh our memories therewith.  For which purpofe,
I all read over to you this all-important Declaration ; and
it is our peculiar felicity, that we now feel the refult of great
and good a&ions, peacc, happinefs and unanimity ; that we
may read over this Declaration, that we may celebrate bi;
day, in the full enjoyment of the rights and principles there-
in avouched, and there are none to oppofe or fear, it be-
coines us, my countsymen, to revere its {pirit, to cherith it ia

cuilelves, and tranfmit it wasm to poflerity.
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CONGRESS

OF THE
UNITED STATES.

pom———

TIIUKSDAY, Jury 4, 17-6,
A Decrararion by the Reprefonratives of
~ the UNITEDSTATES of AMERICA in
Congrefs affembled.

HEN, in the courfe of human evants, it becomes

neceflary for one people 1o F4F tve the polincal
kands which have conne€ed them with another, and o
aflume among the powers of the carth, the feparate and
equal ftation to which the laws of nature 2nd of natnre’s
God entitle thern, a decent refped tothe opinions of -
kind 1equites that they thould declare the caufes whi bim.
pel them to the feparanon. We hold thiefe truths to be
felf evident: that all men are created equal; that they are
endowed by thuir Creator, with certain unalicnable nights |
that amony thefe are hite, hberty and the purfuit of kappi-
nefs. ‘That 1o fecure thefe niglts, govanments are inftituted
among men, deriving sheir jult powers from the confent of
the governed 5 that whenever any form of government be-
comes deltrudtive of thele ends, it is the nght of the peeple
to alter or to aboldh it, and to inftitute new government, lay -
ing its foundations on fuch principles, and organizing us
powers in fuch form, as to them fhall feem moit bikely to
elet their fafety and happinels. Prodence, ind:od will
dictate, that governments long cllublifhed, (hould not be
vanged for light and tranfient caufes : and wcoordingly ail
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experience hath fhewn, that mankind are more difpofed to
fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by
abolithing the forms to which they are accuftomed. But
when a long train of abufes and ufurpations, purfuing in-
variably the fame obje@, evinces a defign to reduce them
under abfolute defpotifin, it is their night, it is their duty,
to throw off fuch government, and 10 provide new guards
for their future fecunty.  Such has been the patient fuffer-
ance of thefed@lonies ; and fuch is now the neceflity which
conftrains them to alter their former fyfteins of government.
The huftory of the prefent king of Great- Britain is a hifto-
1y of repeated inturies and ufurpations, all having in dire&t
objcét the eftabhfh:nent of an abfolute tyranny over thefe
Srates.  To prove this, let fa€ls be fubmitted to a candid
world,

He has refufed his affent to laws the moft wholcfome
and neceflary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of immedi-
ate and prefling importance, unlefs fufpended in their ope-
ration tili his affent {hould be obtained, and when fo fuf-
pended, he has utterly negle@ed to attend to them.

He has refufed to pals other laws for the accommodation
of large diftri@s of people, unlefs thofe pevple would relin-
quifh the right of reprefcntation in the legiflature ; a right
ineftimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legiflative bodies at places unufual,
uncomfortable, and diftant from the depofitory*of their pub-
lic records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into com-

pliance with his meafures.
He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for op-

poling, with manly ﬁ:mncfs, his invafions on the sights of

the people.
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He has refufed for a long time, after fuch diffolutions, tc
caufc others 1o be cleCted ; whereby the legiflative powers,
incapable of annihilaiion, have returned 10 the people at
large for their exescife ; the ftate semainirg, in the mean
time, expoled to all the dangers of invafion from withour,
and convulfions within. -

He has endeavored 1o prevent the population of thefe

‘States; for that purpofe obitrulling the laws for naturali-
zation of foreigners ; refufi. g 1o pafs ofleers 10 encourage
their migrations hither, aud salii.g the conditions of new
appropriations of lands.

He has obltru@ed ihe adminiftration ¢f jultice, by reful-
ing his affent to laws for eftabl.thing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alons, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
falaries.

He has ere@ed a multitude of new offices, and fent hith-
er fwarms of ofhicers 10 harrafs our people, and eat out their
fubfiance. '

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding ar-
mies, without the confent of our legiflatures.

He has sffefted 10 render the military independent of,
and fuperiot to, the civil power.

He has combined with others to fubje& us to a jurif-
di&ion foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws ; giving his aflent to their als of pretended
legiflation: |

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us :

For prote@img them by a mock trial, from punifhment
for any murders which they fhould commit on thc inha.
bitants of thefc States : |

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : ;
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Forimpo'ing 1ax-s on us without our confent :

For dopriving us, o many cafes, of the benehs of trial
by jury.

For tranfparting us bevond feas to be tred for pretend-
el offcocen

For abonthing the fice fyftem of Enclith laws, in a
reighboring provicer, ettablithing therein an arbitrary
governmeat, and enlarpiog its bourdaries, {o as to render
at once an examoie and it pdtrement, far intoducing
tie farne ablo'uie rede into thefe co'anes

For taking away your charters, sbolithing our moft
viauable lawvs, wnd ahcring fundanientally the forms ot
our goverimess

For jufpending our own legonees and declanng
thefelves inveted wuth power, to fegiflate tor us, 1 ail
cales whatfocver., |

e has abdicared government here, by dedanng us out
o his protection, and waging war agani. i s,

He has plundered onr feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt
our towns, and deftroyed the hives of our people.

ke is, atthis tine, tranfporting large amies of foreign
mercenarier to compleat the warks ot death, defolation
and tyranny, already begun with circumilances of cruelty
and perfidy, fcarcel para’leled in the moft barbarous ages,
and totally nnworthy the head of a civilized nation,

He has conftrained our fellow. citizens, taken captive
on the high feas, t5 bear arms againft their country, to
become the exccutionere of their fricnds and brethren,
or tu full themfelves by their hands,

He has excited domeltic infurre@ions amongft us, and
basenrcavored to bring on the inhabitants of our tron-
viers, the mercilefs Indian favages, whofe known rule of
warfare s ao undifticguithed dettiuion, of all ages, fex-
es and conditiorns.
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Inevery flage of thefe oppreflions we have petitior.ed
for redeels o the molt henbie wrmas @ Our repeated pe-
ttions have been antwered only by repcared injury. A
prince, whofe character is thusmarked by every 28 which
may dcfine a tyrant, is unht 10 be the ruler of a fice
people,

Nor have we been wanting in attertions to our Biitifh
brethren.  We have warned them, from tme to tme,
of attempts by their legiflature to extend an unwarran!
able jurifition overus,  We have reminded them ot
the circumitances of our emigration and fettlemen here,
We have apoealed to their native jultice and magnani-
iy, and we have conjured them by the tics of our com.
mon kindrad to difavow thefe ofurpations, which woull
me"!tabh iterrapt car connections and ('mt(,.r, ondence.
They toe, have been deaf ta the voice of jultice and of
confanguinity.  We mult therefore acquicfee in 1he ne.
ceility, which denoinces onr feperation, and Hiold them,
as we hold the relt of mankind, enemics in war, in peace
fricnds.

WL, therciore, the reprefentatives of the UNITED
STATES or AMERICA, 1v GENERAL CON.
GRESS ASSEMBILIED, appealing to the fuprcmé Judge
of the world for the retitude of our intentions, do, in
the name, and by auwhority of the gaod people of thefe
colonies folecanly pubilith and declare, that thefe United
Colonies are, and of right oupht 1o be FREE avn IN.
DEPENDENT ST.f‘\Tl".S; that they aie ablolved
from @il allepawe o the Brifth crown, ard thar ali
pobticad conneéion between them and the ftate of Great-
P, s, and ovght o be, tally diflo'ved |, and that as
FPRS ann INDEPENDEC UL STATES, they have

I [ . . ]
ST power ey v condfnde e contraét alhanees,
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eflablith commerce, and to do ali other a&s and things \Vhtcll
INDEVENDENT STATES nay of nght do. And for
the fupport of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
prote@ion of Divixs Pruvipexcs, we mutually pledge to
cach other our lives, our tortunes and our facred honor.

The foregoing D claration was, by order of Congrefs, en-
grofled and figned by the following members :

JOHN HANCOCK.

New- Hampfbire.—Jofiah B.mlcu. William Whipple, Mat-
thew Thor:ton.

Maffackufetts Bay.—Samuel Adams, John Adams, Roben
Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry.

Rhode Ifland, &c.—Siephen Hopkins, William Ellery.

Conneélicut.—Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, Wil-
liam Williams, Oliver Wolcont. |

New-Yerk. —William  Floyd, Philip Livingfton, Francis
Lewis, L wis Morris,

New. Ferjiy. — Richard Sto.k¢on, ] hn Witherlpoon, Fran-
cis Hopkinfon, John Hurt, Abraham Clark.

Pennfytvania. —Robest Morris, Benjamin Rufh, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, Geo-
Tay'o:, James Whifon, George Rofs.

Delaware.—Cazfar Rodney, George Rad, Thos. M’ Kean.

Maryland.- -Samuel Chafz, Wiiliam Paca, Thomas Stone,
Charles Carroll, ot Carhion.

Virginia. —George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomiag:
Jefleefor, Benjamin Harrifon, Thomas Ndfoo, jun. Francis
Lightfoot Lze, Carter Braxton.

North-Caridina. -—Wsllnam Hooper, Jofcph Hewes, John
Penn. |

South- Carslina.—E Iward Rut!cdge, Thomas Heyward, jun.
Thomas Lynch, jun. Arthur Middleton.

Geargia.—Button Gwiroett, Lyman Hall, Grorge Walton.





