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AID THE LORD SHUT HIM II. 

More than a thousand years had rolled along 
E’re this fair world to being had been called, 
When wickedness supreme reigned over all— 
And God repented that He had made man— 

“I will destroy all tieah, both man and beast, 
For nothing pure and holy doth remain; 
AH is corrupt. Nay, one doth worship me; 

Noah, a just and perfect man, shall live.” 

Then God communed with Noah, and He bade 
Him build an ark, to save himself and wife— 
His children also for the father’s sake 
He’d save. Mbre than a hundred years he toiled 
And when ’twas done, God Baid, “ Now will I bring 
A flood of water to destroy all flesh— 
Thee only will I save. Come thou and all 

Thy house into the ark, and with thee bring 
Beasts clean and unclean, to preserve each kind. 
Noah obeyed. And the Lord shat him in. 

What mattered it, that rain in torrents fell, 
To that small bai:d. God with His own right hand 

Securely closed the door. Why should they fear? 

And vet, when clouds were dark, and winds were 

high, 
^ And like a qu serin^eat .hejj^fcark was te;se4i 
m' 

oomeumes on topmost wave, the® quite submerged, 
When all the world receded from their view 

And naught but water, dark, cold, fathomless, 
Could be discerned, perchance they wrung their 

hands 
And cried, “ We’ 11 all be lost. Oh, why must we 

Who served the Lord endure this fearful storm 

Could not one place have been reserved by Him 

Who rules o’er all, where we might quietly 
Have looked on this destruction, and been safe ? 

0 ye! whom Jesus' blood has freed from sin, 
When storms arise, and floods almost o’erwhelm, 
See’st thou the hand that safely closed the door? 
What though the world itself should be destroyed, 
Thou canst not perish. All the adverse winds 
Are but to try thy faith. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
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CHRISTIC AND PATRISTIC BAPTISM. 

The result of the discussion in “Johan- 

nic Baptism” may be presented in one sen- 

tence. The Baptism of the soul by the Holy 
Ghost and its ritual exhibition by the sym- 
bol of watery applied to the body, was the 
doctrine taught by John, and this prepares 
the way for examining the fourth volume of 

Dr. Dale, entitled “ Christie and Patristic 

Baptism.” But so much space has been oc- 

cupied in this analysis, that a brief summary 
of the scope and results of this discussion is 

* all that can be attempted. It is possible the 

subject may be resumed by some pen in 

the future. 
The positions sustained in Johannic Bap- 

tism as to the terms, grammatical forms, 
ideal element denoted by the preposition 
“into” followed by such a word as “repen 
tance” or “remission” and the spiritual 
change of condition thus stated, are fully 
illustrated and confirmed. In the Christian 

Baptism, however, which is here developed, 
new ideal elements are introduced. Chris- 
tian Baptism is specially “mfo Christy" and 

in a wider application, “ into the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” that is, 
the person really baptised is in a condition 

of thorough subjection to the influence and 

authority of Christ, and is thus brought into 

a thorough changed conditiony from subjec- 
tion to sin and to Satan, to that of cordial, 
full submission to the Triune God; so that 

in the various relations sustained to each 

person of the Trinity, his whole spiritual 
nature is in full and sweet accord. This 

condition begins in Regeneration and is per- 
fectly accomplished in Sanctification.* All 

that ritual baptism does is to represent this 

changed condition by the symbolical rite of 
o.fQi- Rantmm As in the case of ceremo- 

—— r 

nial purifications, the modal form of using 
the baptizing agency was sprinkling, pour- 

ing or merely tinging (as in the consecra- 

tion of the High Priest,) so in this baptism 
the mode is inferentially the same. And as 

the mode of the baptism by the Holy Spirit 
is represented by a pouring, the modal form 

of the agency in the use of water by pour- 
~~ 

ing is still farther confirmed. But in the 

rite connected with the Baptisms of John 

and of the Apostles, the water symbolically 
used is connected with the word baptidzo in 

a dative case (with or without the preposi- 
tion) expressive of meant, and not by that 

which connects baptidzo with the element, 
material or ideal, by which intus-position 
or influence, and so change of condition, 
state or character effected, is expressed.— 
With the form of using the means, Baptidzo 
has nothing whatever of a connection, which 
can affect its meaning; for the result or ef- 
fect is in no way dependent on such form. 

At a very early period in the history ol 

the Christian Church, the natural tendency 
of the human heart to a religious system oi 

outward observances, introduced into the 

observance of the simple forms of a spiritual 
Christianity the devices of man, by which, 

it was supposed, such forms might be rendered 
more impressive and so more efficient. The 
w Fathers,” gradually adopted the practice 
of covering the subjects of Baptism, mo 

mentarily, in water. They did not hold thii 

process to be a Christian or any other Bap 
ti8m. Their idea of a true Christian Bap 
tism coincided with that already set forth 
and their language on the subject show 
that in the force of the terms and gram 
matical forms, a thorough change of condi 

tion was accepted as the proper signifies 
tion. The entire scope of their writing 

proves this. But they united as a common 

efficient agency, the water and the Holy 
Spirit. Accepting the common meaning, 
as to physical matters, of buried, or other- 

wise destroyed, then as to any subjects, a 

controling influence, they also accepted the 

word in the same meaning, in an absolute 

use, unaffected by mention of agency or ele- 

ment. Hence to them the true Baptism and 
a spiritual regeneration were the same. 

There is no necessity for discussing here 

those passages which have generally been 

relied on to sustain the views of immer- 

sionists. But it may be remarked that the 

momentary covering the subject cf Baptism 
with water, was a custom which may have 

had an origin in the desire to' symbolize the 

condition of the Regeneration with special 
allusion to the scriptural representation of a 

burial with Christ. The sins of the Chris- 
tian were thus represented as drowned or 

destroyed. As sin thus buried had no emer- 

ycnc** this* enactment of *.hc figure used by 
the Apostle was a Baptism in the sense of 

change of condition, not of the subject but 

of sin, once alive and aotive, thenceforth 
dead. 

While Dr. Dale’s careful examination of 

passages of Patristic writers and his criti- 

cism, leave no just ground for a proper re- 

presentation of their practice, teaching an 

example favoring the views of immersionists, 
it is proper to say, that even could such con- 

clusion be established it would be found that 

the practices, teachings and examples rather 
owed their existence to the use of customs 

which had no scriptural authority. Against 
their clear views of the real Christian Bap- 
tism, apart from some tendencies to favor 

Baptismal Regeneration, the cases referred 
to have no weight. 

CONCLUSION. 

1. The Bible scholar and reader and the 
Christian theologian are alike indebted to 

Dr. Dale for the masterly exemplification of 
the sound principles of exegesis, presented 
fa these books : and for the indubitable evi- 
dence he has furnished, of the distinct sig- 
nification of the phraze to baptize to mean 
“ to place in a changed condition,” irrespec- 
tive of any special form or agency; as op- 
posed to its meaning “ to >dip and nothing 
but to dip.” 

2. The anti-immersionists have been placed, 
by this discussion, on a great vantage ground 
as to their opponents. The clear distinction 
in the use of the Greek prepositions trans- 

lated “in” and “into,” leaves no case in 
the New Testament which can favor immer-. 
sion. The baptism is nowhere taught, even 

when ritual, to have had any relation to 

water, except as the means or instrument, 
and that only symbolical. Baptism into 

water would be anr immersion without emer- 

sion, and physically ruinous, since the con- 

troling influence of water is to drown. But 

Baptism “into Repentance,” “ into remis- 
sion of sins,” “into Christ” expresses the 

effecting of a spiritual change, induced by 
the influences suggested by the nature of 
the ideal element mentioned, in perfect ac- 

cord with the secondary sense of the word 
baptidzo. 

3. Instead of allowing Baptism by im- 

mersion, to be valid baptism, as effected by 
an allowed mode, it is more correct to say, 
its validity is solely due to the use of the 
formula, accepted by the recipient, as an- 

nouncing his changed condition into a saving 
relation to Christ, and to the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, a relation of subjection, 
reconciliation and assimilation. Of all modes, 
that of immersion has no authority, except 
in so far as it is an application of water. 

Such a mode represents none of the modes 

by which a spiritual Baptism is represented; 
and hence, instead of being the only right 
mode, and so alone acceptable as symbolical, 
it is to be rejected as unscriptual, and in the 

importance assigned it by its votaries, to be 

condemned, as being substituted, in the 
minds of many, for the true Baptism, the 

blessings and privileges of which, are taught 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

God's “Hidden Ones.” 

They are hidden from men, but not from 
God. He beholds them in the humble abodes 
of poverty, in chambers of protracted sick- 
ness and suffering, and in limited and narrow 

spheres. For long years some of them have 
been missed from all the active scenes of 
life. Their seats are vacant in the house of 

God, where they loved to resort. They shall 

worship no more on earth in the “ great con- 

gregation.” But, purified by the discipline 
of trial, they shall at length come forth as 

gold, and unite with the innumerable com- 

pany of the redeemed, in “nobler worship” 
above. Seemingly to themselves, and to 

others they may be living in vain. Days 
and weeks may pass, and not a human face 

may they see outside of their little household. 
Though not dead, they are buried. But by 
prayer they still have power with God, and 
call down blessings upon those who know 

1 them not. 

Several years ago a small church, strug- 
gling for existence in the midst of prevailing 

and wickedness, was suddenly visited 

precious revival, in which a goodly 
number were added unto the Lord. The 
members of the church were taken by sur- 

, prise. It was not what they were expecting. 
But an aged “mother of Israel,” who for 

years had been confined to her retired room 

j by her infirmities, said that she was not sur- 

prised. It was just what she had been pray- 

ing for, and looking for. Though hidden 

from the busy world, and even from her 

9 brethren and sisters of the church, she was 

not hidden from God. He hearkened and 

heard her fervent prayers; and in answer, 

r souls were converted to Christ.—American 
s Meaenyer. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

PROPOSED PLAN FOR BENEVOLENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

SOME OF ITS ADVANTAGES. 

The advantages or disadvantages of the 

plan can only bo fully known after trial.— 
But there are good reasons for anticipating 
certain advantages that seem to be inherent 
in the scheme, and entitle it to be put to the 

test of practical operation. 
1. The proposed plan will give definite 

information as to the wants of the church in 

each department of its work. There will 

come before the individual church, not the 

statement that the Sustentation cause, for 

example, needs so much money for the pre- 
sent year, but the more limited and definite 

one, that so much is considered the equitable 
share of this church. Many give now with 

very vague notions as to what amount of 

money is needed for th^ particular cause to 
1 which they are contributing. No doubt col- 

lections are often made in our churches, 
when neither pastor, nor elders, nor deacons, 
have any definite idea of how much they 
ought to aim to raise; and when the collec- 
tion has been gathered, and its amount an- 

nounced, they and the contributors are in 

entire ignorance as to whether they have met 

their share of the responsibility in the cause 

to which they have contributed. Is it not 

desirable that they should have this informa- 

tion ? By the operation of this plan there 

will come to each church, with reference to 

the work of each Committee, the message, 
“ So many dollars is your equitable share of 

what is needed this year, to keep this Com- 

mittee free from serious embarrassment in 

its work; but any amount above this sum 

can be well employed in this same cause.” 
Viewed in this aspect we might call it, “ A 

plan to give definite information as to Benev- 

olent Contributions.” 
When there is definite information given 

as to a church’s share of the amount to be 

raised, each member can the more readily 
settle in his own mind what is his individual 

part; or if in ignorance he can seek infor- 

mation on this point of obligation. Many 
church members have already learned to 

1 ■_i.:_ 
acaie meiuseivcB iu meir vuugicgowvuo, »u« 

when a certain amount is to be raised for 

pastor’s salary or other congregational pur- 

pose, they determine that so much is their 

proper share of the amount, or if in doubt, 
they ask, “ What, is my share?’ What 

ought I to give ?” Why not help the en- 

quiring and liberal, by letting them know 

what is their proportionate share of what 

our Committees need ? 
2. This scheme is calculated to stimulate 

to the discharge 'of duty. When a church 
is looked to for a definite amount, the officers 
and members will not wish to be found de- 

linquent. They will reason, God in his prov 
idence now calls for at least the amount 

named to us for this object; and if we fall 

below that amount, and others are no more 

liberal than we, then this most important ; 

work will be seriously hindered. Respon- 
sibility will be more directly felt than it can 1 

possibly be as the contributions are now 

gathered. The responsibility will be put 
where it ought to be put; and be felt where 
it ought to be felt. Surely this will urge 1 

those who have any conscience in this mat- 

ter to some measure of duty. 
Regard for the honor of their churoh will j 

stimulate the pastor and church officers, to < 

see that the collections are not neglected, 
and the members to make the necessary con- 

tributions. If our collection does not reach : 

the standard aimed at, another will be order- , 

ed, or other steps taken to make up the de- 

ficiency. In many of our churches, perhaps 
in the greater part of them, if the pastor 
were to announce that a collection had fallen 

short of the apportioned amount, there are, 

liberal Christians, who care for the honor 

of their church, and who would come forward 
and supply the deficiency resulting from the 

illiberality of others. 
3. The plan will give greater efficiency to 

Ti _L_l1 nMMAMniniAn f\rrn* fKfl *iV\ 11 P pVl Pfl 
1 iCOUjr bviubi ou^v* v* --- 

in the matter of Systematic Benevolence.— 
The right of tho Presbytery to exercise such 

supervision will hardly be questioned; since 

the Form of Government gives it the power, 
“ to order whatever pertains to the welfare 

of the churches under its care.” In enjoin- 
ing collections and calling for reports, this 

supervision has long been practised; but it 

has not been close and definite enough to 

accomplish what might be done. It is gen- 

erally limited to a simple inquiry as to 

whether collections have been made. The 

amounts given, it is true, are reported in the 

general statistical tables ; but no special ac- 

count is taken of them by the Presbytery. 
The faithfulness of pasters and sessions in 

seeing that a cause is so presented to the 

congregation, that they can contribute intelli- 

gently, and that the collection is taken up 
under circumstances favorable for affording 
all the opportunity of giving, and the liber- 

ality of the people in responding to their 

calls, are not often inquired into. Whole- 
some results would follow a more strict Pres- 

byterial supervision. Men, the best ol men, 

need to be held to account. So prone are 

even Christians to grow negligent in duty, 
that they need the constant stimulus of ac- 

countability to a governing power. 
The plan gives the Presbytery the best 

opportunity for the exercise of this whole- 

some supervision. The Committees look to 

them for certain amounts. They have dis 

tributed these sums among the churches. If 

they are not forth-coming an inquiry will be 

instituted. If a collection has not been made 

at all, the reason of the neglect will be de- 

manded. If a church send in a manifestly 
illiberal contribution, falling far below its 

measure of duty and responsibility, the Pres- 

bytery will call for an explanation; am 

steps will be taken to remedy these evils ii 
the future. As a result thercwill not be si 

many blank columns in our reports of con 

tributions, nor so many small sums standing 
opposite a report ot a large number of churcl 
members. W. A. C. 

Boh the Central Presbyterian. 

THE CHILDREN’S BLESSING. 

No. 3. 

To pursue the opposite course of that on 

which L have insisted., is to incur risks of 
the gravest character. I wish I had the 

power to represent them in their true light. 
Let any one who has been trained by godly 
parents look back and recall the experiences 
of his own childhood; let him recount the 
heart-sorrows and doubts which often filled 
his soul; let him remenfcer*the temptations 
to which he was er heresies which 
wore breathed into hio ears by the ignorant 
and vicious with whom be came into contact, 
and he will begin to appreciate the impor- 
tance of what I am here trying to inculcate. 
Our children are reared in the midst of these 
evils and exposed to these sore trials and 

temptations of Satan, and yet as a r\i\Qthey 
are left without the consolations and helps of 
the Christian s hope. No othej class can so 

need these consolations and helps. To the 
child thoy are as balm and nourishment.— 
They soothe, they heal, they strengthen his 
tender spirit. Our children, beyond all 

doubt, are too commonly trained under the 

dispensation of the law. We tell them habit- 

ually “ Do this and Jesus will love you : do 
that and He will not love you”—thus re 

iterating in their ears the terrifying anath- 
ema “ Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things that are written in the book 
of the law to do them,” rather than the 
blessed words, “There is now therefore no 

condemnation to them who are in Christ Je 

sus.” We thus withdraw from our little 
ones the sweet influences and the powerful 
protection of grace. We deny them Christ’s 
righteousness and the full blessing of His 

peace-speaking blood. Their young souls 
are set and trained to the tearful task of 

seeking Jesus, instead of rejoicing in Him as 

a secured Redeemer and everlasting friend. 

They can understand these deep mysteries 
of grace very easily. 'Some parents make a 

great mistake just here. I have frequently 
heard them say they feared to teach the 
truth lest their children might misunderstand 

it, and thus continue in sin. But there 
should be no such fear. The rule of obedi- 
ence is for children and adults one and the 

same; Love to Jesup Christ who first loved 
us. The little ones, c»s -ire*! as the "oldest 

jaints, are heirs of Christ’s righteousness, 
ind partners in His blood. If we put them 
where the Great Shepherd has commanded 
is to put them, in his fold, on his bosom, and 
;hu8 secure for them the baptism of His 

Spirit, then we may confidently train them 

is redeemed souls, and teach them that they 
ire such, and that as such, they are fully 
md forever delivered from the curse of the 
aw. It fs thus, and only thus, that we can 

’ulfill the risen Christ’s command to Peter, 
‘Feed my lambs;” it is only thus that we 

tan “bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
nonition of the Lord.” If we make the re- 

ation which they hold to Christ merely le- 

gal, external or govermental, we feed them 
m husks, and deny them the mother’s milk 
)f Christ’s grace and love. I cannot refrain 
■rom saying that in this matter our Church 
s, in my opinion, sadly in error, and that a 

gigantic heresy—not more in its teaching 
;han in practice—has produced gigantic evils 
which, in their turn have caused floods of 
iears and many broken hearts—numberless 
Rachels mourning for children, and refusing 
to be comforted because they are not—and, 
possibly at least, thus terribly realizing the 

startling and awful words of Jesus, “ Whoso 
3hall offend one of these little ones which be 
lieve in me, it were better for him that a 

mill-stone were hanged about his neck, and 

that he were drowned in the depths of the 
sea.” 

And even in the case of those children who 

have been finally brought to acknowledge 
and love Christ, how many might have been 

saved the bitter experience of wandering and 

stumbling for years on the dark mountains 

of sin, had they been taught from the be- 

ginning that they were iHrri had ever been 

in the loving embrace of Christ ? Are not 

many such conversions only restorations from 
backsliding? Such is the testimony of num- 

bers who though they have lived in sin, sin 

cerely declare that God’s Spirit had never, 

even for a day, wholly abandoned them.— 

They were never allowed to sin in peice. 
They never felt at home in the tents of the 

wicked, and after years of buffeting, they 
have returned as prodigal sons to their fath- 

er’s God, who graciously healed their back- 

sliding and ministered to them the feast of 

His love and peace. We sincerely believe 

in the doctrines of God’s sovereignty; that 

before the foundations of the world were laid, 
He secured the salvation of his elect in the 

covenant of grace, made with Ilis eternal, 
only begotten Son. These elect children 
have to pass through many trials and temp- 
tations, all of which are, in the over ruling 
providence of God, made to work out their 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory. But it cannot be God’s wish that 

His church should, by any dereliction of 

her’s, create or intensify these trials and 

temptations. To her he gives the benign 
command, “ Comfort ye my people,” requir- 
ing her by all means to"remove out of the 

way every stumbling-block and cause of of- 

fence. It is for this I plead. I long to see 

holy parents training holy children in the 

Lord’s house. I long to see a holy conse- 

1 cration of these children, accompanied anc 

1 followed by all the results which that conse 

) cration should secure, and the children taugh 
from infancy to regard aud conduct them 

; selves—not merely as members of Christ’* 
i visible church—but as members of His mys 

tical body; and being such that they should 
be comforted and strengthened for a holy, 
devoted life, and not suffered to grow up 
under the injurious impression that they are 

unconverted and aliens from Christ’s love. 
What a stumbling block and source of sad 

backsliding is here! Suppose that adult 
Christians were treated thus by their pastors 
and friends, and that they were thus induced 
to regard themselves as unregenerate; would 

they not, in many instances, wander off, and 

having lost the restraints of church fellow- 

ship and the comforts of the Christian hope, 
would they not fall into open sin, and go on 

backsliding till God, in His mercy, should 
arrest them and bring them back? Who of 
us could afford to do without our hope in 

Christ? Who does not value the precious 
helps and restraints of Christian fellowship? 
In Christ’s name I plead that all these good 
things may be freely given to his Mttle lambs, 
and that so they may be kept and established 
in the faith and hope of the gospel. 

T. J. K. 

For tue Central Presbyterian. 

POLICY OF THE CHUKCH. 

IS IT TO BE CONTROLLED BY POLITICAL 

INTERESTS OF THE STATE? 

In the New York Observer, of the 4th 

inst., there is an article entitled “Springs 
of National Life,” in which the editor quotes 
from the New York Evening Post, as fol- 
lows : 

“ The opinion seems to be here, that the 
people at the South are more ready than 
their leaders to forget some of the unhappy 
experiences of the war, and the results of 
these upon the ecclesiastical records, and to 
return to the old fellowship. It is evident 
that all good citizens must rejoice in the 
success of all judicious efforts towards re- 

constructing the union of the States in this 
way by religious influences that are so near 
to the springs of national life.” 

The editor of the Observer endorses these 
sentiments. He says: 

“And it is our judgment, the fruit of 
close observation and much conference, that 
the reunion of the Presbyterian Church 
North and South is the most important 
measure now remaining unaccomplished to 

promote sectional pacification and national 
union. 

And we also believe that all sincere friends 
of national union, are friendly to reunion of 
the Churches, and all who are willing to 

perpetuate the disunion sentiment, are op- 
posed to union of the Churches.” 
<We know that the impression has been 

made on many minds that the laity of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church are more 

willing than the ministers to be reunited with 
the Northern General Assembly. This, 
however, is not true. The people here are 

almost universally opposed to any such re- 

union. Nor is it true that all the friends of 
national union are friendly to reunion of the 
Churches. As far as we can judge almost 
the entire people of the South are friendly 
now to national union. They may complain 
of the oppression of the general government, 
but there are few to be found who do not at 

least submit to the union as inevitable, and 
who would not sincerely disapprove of any 
measures to destroy it. It is an error to 

suppose that we are opposed to the union 
because we wish to maintain the rights of 
the States and the rights of the Churcb. 
The opinion of the Observer on this subject 
is unfounded, and the expression of it is 

gratuitous and offensive. Because he can- 

not induce us to conform to his wishes, he is 

ready to asperse our motives, and give us a 

bad name. Is this generous ? Is it noble? 
It is not a little surprising after what has 

occurred that the religious papers of the 
North are unwilling to let sleep the subject 
of “ a fraternal correspondence.” If North- 
ern Presbytenaue are.so anxious for it as 

they pretend to be, why do they not accom- 

plish their purpose by making the amende 
honorable? It is certainly noble, when men 

have injured the rights or persons of others, 
to make a suitable apology as a condition 
precedent to a reconciliation. The North- 
ern Assembly seemed to have based its over- 

ture for a correspondence with the Southern 
Assembly on the hypothesis that Southern 
Presbyterians have repented of their former 

opinions and action; and their reconciliation 
on the proposed terms would be construed 
into a confession of their penitence. We 
repeat what was said in a former article, 
that the Northern Assembly has never dis- 

claimed, what'it had exercised, the right to 

interfere, by their legislation, in civil affairs, 
since it has never recalled its utterances on 

that subject. It has not destroyed its pre- 
cedents in reference to this matter made 
during the war, or it has (what is not to be 

believed) destroyed all its precedents in re- 

gard to every matter whatever. It has taken 
back nothing. Of the Southern Presbyte- 
rians we may say in the language of a stern 

enemy of tyranny, “ they have too much 

understanding and spirit to accept of an in- 
direct satisfaction for a direct injury. Noth- 

ing less than a repeal as formal as the reso- 

lution itself can heal the wound that has 
been given to the constitution, nor will any- 
thing less be accepted.” How indelicate is* 
it then, (not to say how indecent,) in North- 
ern Presbyterians to agitate this matter any 
farther, except for the purpose of inducing 
this Church to. make the necessary retrac- 

tions ? 
2. The reason given for the friendly cor- 

respondence is that it will tend to preserve 
the union of the States, and to promote the 
reconstruction of the government. On this 

subject, brethren need not be uneasy. The 

union will bo preserved by the iron bandt 
of executive power. If we are to have, at 

; some apprehend, an imperial rule, the gov- 
ernment will be perfectly consolidated. In 

i any event, there will be as much consolida- 
tion as is compatible with Republican insti- 

tutions. It is very evident that the South- 
ern States are chained to the Northern for 

generations, if not for centuries to come.' 

The action of the Church of Christ ought 
not, however, to be had directly or mainly 
with a view to the promotion of the interests 
of the civil government. It is true that it 
does promote incidentally all human interests, 
but the first consideration of the Church 
ought to be in what manner it may best pro- 
mote the spiritual welfare ot mankind. It 
would seem a stretch of its jurisdiction to 

legislate directly with a view either to the 
destruction or to the preservation of the 
union. To make it an engine of political 
power, except incidentally, were to pervert 
it from its true .purposes and to degrad^t. 
Grant that reconstruction would be advanced 
by a “ friendly correspondence," may there 
not be a regard for spiritual interests of the 

highest character, that forbids that corres 

pondence ? We believe that organic union 
on our -part with the Northern Assembly 
would be, in the present state of things, 
highly injurious to the spiritual prosperity 
of this portion of the American Zion. 

Nothing but an organic union of the two 

Churches would ever satisfy the North. But 
there is no reasfin why a church should be 
co-terminous with the boundaries of a na- 

tion ; and the opinion that it must be has a 

close connection with the idea of a national 

church, or the idea of the union of Church 
and State, and arose from it. An organic 
union with the Presbyterian churches of 
other countries is unnecessary, and undesira- 
ble, and even impracticable. Yet some im- 

agine that there ought to be an organic union 
of all the churches of Christendom, a thing 
impossible without a universal Bishop, or 

in other words without a Pope. 
We trust that the article in the Observer 

has not been written with a view to intimi- 
aation. it represents tne ooutnern Assem- 

bly as presenting the chief obstacle to a 

complete reconstruction of the government. 
Is this written to bring odium on us, or is 
it written to frighten us ? Whatever its de- 

sign, it is not true. The next step that may 
be proposed may be to remove the odious 
obstacle by violence. We trust that there 
is no intention to bring us into friendly rela- 
tion and orgarfic union with the Northern 

Church, at the point of the bayonet. 
The New York Observer highly approves 

of the opposition of Mr. Gladstone to the 
claim of the Pope of ltome to civil power. 
But is it not upholding the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America in , 
the same assumption of power, when it vir- , 

tually justifies its right to do what the Pope , 

claims the right to do, viz , to utter ecclesi- 
astical anathemas against men on account of , 
their political opinions and conduct ? 

m ■ 
, 

Published by Request. 
Scheme of Systematic Benevolence, Adopted , 

by the Synod of Virginia, at its Sessions j 
in Petersburg, Va.. 1849. 

The Synod of Virginia, exercising its con- • 

stitutional power fo take order for promot- < 

ng the edification of the churches and peo- ' 

pie under its care: deeply sensible of the in- < 

creasing necessity, and importance of form- 1 

ng and executing a well digested scheme of { 
systematic benevolence, whose operation may 1 
be salutary and efficient, permanent and ex- 1 

tensive; and confident, that the piety and 

intelligence of the ministers and people, will 1 

cordially sustain such a scheme, hereby en- * 

acts: < 

I. Annual contributions to the objects of 1 
our present Ecclesiastical Boards shall be i 

solicited from every church in the bounds of 
this Synod. Church sessions are left to de- 
vise the means they may judge best, for se- 

1 

curing such contributions; but they are 
' 

affectionately urged to provide, that every 1 

member of the Church may be personally 
invited, by proper officers, to cive according 
to ability, however small the amount. 

II. All ministers having charges, and the 
Delegates from vacant churches, shall be 
called on at each spring meeting of Presby- 1 

tery or oftener to report their diligence in 
the performance of the duties herein con- 

templated. The acting Moderator of Pres- 
bytery shall make the inquiry and cause his 
report of the result to be spread on the Re- 
cords^ Presbytery. 

III. Every minister having a charge shall 
read this Act to his people and also preach 
a sermon on the subject of Christian benevo 
lence on some Sabbath in the month of May 
next; and thereafter as occasion requires, 
shall himself or by some proper agent, in- 
struct the people in the claims of our several 
objects of benevolence and the Christian 
duty and privilege of sustaining them by 
alms and prayers. 

IV. [The stated times for contributions to each of 
our benevolent causes has since been arranged by 
our General Assembly, and it is not necessary there- 
tore to give the old plan of the Synod ] 

V. At every meeting of Synod, the Mod- 
erator shall cause reports of the diligence of 
the Presbyteries in executing this plan to 
be read from their minutes, of which he shall 
prepare a summary and cause it to be spread 
on the Records of Synod. 

VI. The several Presbyteries composing 
this Synod are hereby enjoined to take such 
order on this act at their next semi-annual 
meetings as may appear to them best for ex 

ecuting its provisions; and to avoid conflict- 
ing with existing plans in any Presbytery, it 
shall take effect from and after the beginning 
of the next ecclesiastical year, May 1, 1850. 

Whatever rouses the moral nature, 
whether it be danger or suffering, or the ap- 
proach of death, banishes unbelief in a mo 

ment. 

The highest obedience in the spiritual life 
is to be able always and in all things to 

say : “ Thy will be done.” 
1 * 

“ He Leadeth Me.” 

There is a special interest in every item 
of information in regard to those hymns 
which have taken a strong hold on the feel- 

ings of Christians and secured a permanent 
place in our hymn-books. Every one who 
has not already been attracted by the hymn, 
whose title we place at the headff this arti- 

cle, will probably soon become familiar with 
it. For the benefit of such we produce it 
with a few words as to its authorship, and 
the circumstances which called it forth: 

He leadeth me! oh! blessed thought, 
Oh! words with heavenly comfort fraught, 
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
Still ’tis God’s band that leadeth me! 

He leadeth me! he leadeth me ! 
By his own hand he leadeth me; 
His faithful follower I would be, 
For by his hand he leadeth me. 

Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
By waters still, o’er troubled sea— 
Still ’.li* bi» Lfcdrt that Wadeth law 

He leadeth me, etc. 

Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, 
Not ever murmur nor repine— 
Content, whatever lot I see, 
Since 'tis my God that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, etc. 

And when my task on earth is done, 
When, by thy grace, the victory’s won. 
E'en death’s cold wave I will not ilee, 
Since God through Jordan leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, etc. 

Its author is Rev. J. H. Gilmore, now 

Professor in Rochester University, New 
York. In reply to a question from Dr. B. 

Griffith, in regard to the authorship, he sent 

the following, which will be read- with in- 

terest : 

I believe myself to be author of “He 
leadeth me.” Further, it was written in 

7 \ 

Philadelphia. I bad made a talk at the 

Wednesday evening lecture of the First Bap- 
tist churob, on the twenty-third Psalm; and, 
while a few of us were developing the sub- 

ject a little farther in Dea. Watson’s parlor, 
I jotted the hymn down in pencil precisely 
as it now stands—save that the refrain has 
since been added by another hand—and 
passed the paper to my wife, who sent it, 
with my knowledge, to the Watchman and 

Reflector. 
xnenrst time man Knew it naa iouna its 

way into the hymn-books, was the day which 
[ first entered the Second Baptist chapel in 
;his city, to take a view of the surroundings 
jefore appearing before the church as a 

candidate. What do they sing in their social 

nestings? I queried; and the “Devotional 
3ymn and Tune Book” (issued by the 
American Baptist Publication Society) 
ipebed, of its own accord, to my own hymn, 
‘ He leadeth me.”—National Baptist. 

j, Th© Bouquet, and th© Bible. * 

On a fine summer day, an unexpected 
hower drove two or three little parties into 
i cottage for temporary shelter. A Bible 
ind a bouquet of flowers lay upon the table. 
K. shrewd looking man, one of the company, 

ipproached the table. He was an infidel.— 
le opened the Bible, then closed it again 
with a smile that was mingled with derision 
le then took up the bouquet. “ This suits 
ne best,” said he with an exulting air, “for 
t has no mystery; I can understand it. Its 
lolors are fair, and its scent delightful.” 
laying this, he pulled a flower from the bou- 

[uet and stuck it in his bosom. A pause 
uccoeded; but it was soon broken by an 

ild gentleman, whose meek and mercy-loving 
ace was grateful to gaze upon, and whose 

;ray hair entitled him to respect. He had 
leard the observation of the infidel, and 
elt anxious to counteract its influences.— 

Advancing to the table, he also took tip the 

>ouquet. “How beauteous in His gifts,” 
laid he, “is the father of mercies! How 
lelicately formed are thesejbeautiful flowers! 
low rich are their varied tints, and how 
iweet is the fragrance they exhale! but shall 
ve forego the joy of inhaling their fragrance, 
ind the delight of gazing upon their beauty, 
lecause we cannot explain the hidden mys- 
;eries of their existence ? We know not how 
;he drv. husky, unsightly seed, when set in 

;he ground, could start up into such glorious 
forms; we cannot tell how it is, that from 

ibe same soil such different stems should 

ipring, and on the same flower such varied 
lints appear; nor know we why some of the 
foirest and sweetest of flowers should be 

ihickly pointed with thorns. These things 
ire mysteries; bqt if we wait till we can 

comprehend them, the flowers will fade away, 
for their life is short. And why should we 

not?” contined he, putting down the bou- 
quet and taking up the Bible, “why should 
we not use the Word of God in the same 

way ? Mysteries it has, which its Almighty 
Author alone can explain. But shall we 

waste our short lives in brooding over them, 
and neglect the greater part, which is quite 
plain, and overlook the manifold mercies it 

proffers for our acceptance ? Let us leave, 
then, all mysteries, both of nature and grace, 
till it shall please God to unravel them to our 

understanding; and, in the meantime, let us, 
while rejoicing that God’s works and Word 
both show that He is ‘the Wonderful,’ grate- 
fully place the glowing flowers of the bou- 

quet in our bosoms, and the gracious conso- 

lations of the Bible in our hearts.” 

There is iioom in the Church, and need 
for all manner of workers. The poorest and * 

least recognized are as much needed as any. 
Open your watch; your eyes fall on jewels 
there. But the sparkling jewels cannot say 
to the modest coil of steel beside them, “We 
have no need of thee,” for that is the main- 

spring. And the mainspring cannot say to 

the tiniest cog-wheel, “We have no need of 
thee,” for without it the works stand still. 
It is just so with the Church of Christ. One 
little worker can mar the whole by failing to 

fulfill his office. There is a place for each. 



(tnrtral ilrcsbterian J 
REV. WILL :AM BROWN. D. D., Editor. 

Richmond, Va., Wednesday, March 24.1875. 
— 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States 

Will meet in the Pine Street Presbyterian Church 
of St. Louis, Mo., on the third Thursday (20th day) 
of MAY, 1875, at 11 o'clock, A. M. The opening 
sermon will be preached by the Rev. J. L. Girar- 

i>eac, D. D., Moderator ot the last Assembly. 
The undersigned will he present iu the Lecture- 

Room of said church at 8 o’clock. P. M., on Wed- 

nesday, the 19th of May, to enrol officially the mines 

of Commissioners. 
The Treasurers of these Presbyteries which shall 

have adopted the plan for raising a general Commis- 
sioners’ Fund^escribed on page 523 of the Minutes 

tor 1874, are notified to forward the amounts due as 

therein directed. The Treasurers of such Presby- 
teries as have not adopted this plan, will torward, j 

as usual, the amounts of their several annual assess- 

ments as per schedule found on page 33 of Minutes 

of 1871. 
JOSEPH R- WILSON, Stated Clerk. 
WILLIAM BROWN, Permanent Clerk. 

THE REV. DR. LYON. 

The extended article by Dr. Lyon on the Bal- 

timore Conference, is copied by us about two 

weeks after its publication in twe other ol our 

church-papers. There is no good reason why a 

production from his penv should have a special in- 

dulgence of this kind, not usually extended to 

others. We are, however, perfectly willing that 

our readers should see the utmost that can be said 
in ofjection to what was done by the Committee 
ot'the Southern Church. Lit it be sifted to its 

last sands. 
Without undertaking the tedious work of an- 

swering everything in this very earnest effusion, 
there are ample materials at hand for giving the 

writer of this article a prodigious “ pause.’’ 
Before proceediug further, a remark as to the 

constitution of the Committee. Dr.*Lyon says the 

failure to effeot fraternal relations *' will not sur- 

prise many, for reasons not necessary to state at this 

present time.” This general inoiuuation becomes 

more particular when he elsewhere says: 
** It is 

our firm belief that, had the Committee been ap 

pointed by a party representing the large m j >rity 
of the body, instead of by a protesting Moderator, 
the result would have been different.” 

As to this there are a few plain facts worth more 

than a thousand oocjectures or insinuations. (>oe 

is that when tho Moderator, (Dr. Girardeau) ex- 

pressed a reluctance to appoint the Committee, 
and signified his preference to have it appointed 
by the Assembly itself, this same party repre- 

senting the large m»j jrity of the body” (if there 
was any “party”) deliberately, after oonferoase on 

that point, imposed the duty on its presiding offi 

cer. ’Another is that the Moderator publicly and. 
earnestly requested members of the Assembly to 

put into his hands the names of such persons as 

they judged suitable, remarking that it would very 

much aid him in the performance of a very respon- 
sible duty. Another is that after this Committee 
was announced, it was confi-med by a very earnest 

vote of the Assembly—two persons only voting in 

the negative. 
Some personal references is here unavoidable, 

hot we give the exact facts: The writer of this ar 

tide, it is known, had a place on the Committee of 
Conference appointed by the Assembly of 1870—a 

Committee nominated by another Committee ap- 

pointed for that purpose, and unamimously con- 

firmed by the whoie body. We have reason to 

know that Dr. Lyon was very well pleased with the 
selection. Farther it is proper to say that ^n a 

letter written before the last Assembly, in reference 
to th« appointmeut of soother Committee, he ex 

pressed very earnestly the hope that the chairman 

of that Committee (supposing it to be appointed) 
should be the same person to whom the duty was act- 

ually assigned by the Moderator—at whom he now 

makes suoh an unbecoming thrust. 
But further than this—there was not in that 

Committee a particle of difference on any essential 

point; not the shadow of a difference on the main 

question, whether “concurrent Declaration” or the 
*• null and void,-’ or any expression used by the 

Northern Committee satisfactorily met the real point 
between us. Oo this they were perfectly unani- 

mous. 

From this it ia plain—and it is for this point 
only our own name is referred to—that if Dr. Lyon 
was satisfied that the name of William Brown 

should be on that oommittee, the fact of perfect 
unanimity jast stated effectually breaks the neck 

of bis objection to the names of B. M. Palmer, R. 

P. Farris, James loglis and B. M. Hues, one or 

all. We know assuredly that the committee of 
1870 would have required more, as a basis of fra- 

ternal correspondence, than this committee of 1S. 4 

did; and that any committee taking lower ground 
than our position at Baltimore would have utterly 
misrepresented the sentiment of the Assembly and 
the Church that sent them. They could have 
represented nobody but Dr. Lyon and the handful 

gathered here and there who sympathise with him. 

But would it indeed Represent even Dr. Lyon? 
“Thereby hangs a tale;” and when one comes to 

look at its dimensions, it must be agreed that the 

word might as well be spelt the other way. S jw. 

lidfpn fa tho storv and itidvp. 

Dr. Lyon was a member ot the Louisville As 

sembly in 1870, when this same question first came 

up. That Assembly adopted a Pastoral Letter ad- 
dressed “to all the churches under its care.” It 
occupies ten pages of the pamphlet now before us, 

and is entirely taken up with explaining the 

grounds of the answer given to the overture sent 

by the Northern Assembly. Now for the adoption 
of that Pastoral Letter, let it be known that Dr. 

Lyon did then and there vote—the vote being al- 
most perfectly unanimous. The only thing he re- 

quired as the condition of his vote, was the strik- 

ing out of the word "calumny” and substituting 
the laord “imputations.” To get% lull imprtssion 
of Dr. Lyon in 1870, and the same (we had almost 

sud another) Dr. Lyon in 1875, would require a 

complete comparison of the article he now pub- 
lishes with the document to which, (as the senti- 

ment of the Assembly in which he gave his vote,) 
he of course expected the committee then appoint- 
ed to give heed in the expected conference. The 
two are almtyt as much alike as black and white. 

A kw extracts will indicate the flavor of the whole. 
PASTORAL LETTER. 

“The overture from the Northern Assembly 
wat based upon the fatal assumption that mutual 

grievances existed in reference to which it became 

necessary to arbitrate. This‘assumption is pre- 

cisely what we cannot truthfully conoede. Our re 

cords may be seaiohed iu vain for a single act of 
aggression, or a single unfriendly declaration against 
the Northern Church. We have assumed co atti- 
tude ot hostility toward it.” 

Whatever obstructions may be in the way of 

ecclesiastical fellowship were not created by us, and 
we could not allow ourselves to be placed in the 

false position before the world of parties who had 
b?en guilty of wrong to the Northern Church — 

Having placed nothing in the way of Christian 
fraternity, there was nothing for us to remove.” 

For all this Dr. Lyon voted in 1870. But more; 

the Pastoral Letter tays: 
•» We require, as an indispensable condition to all 

correspondence, a renunoiation of that theory of 
Church government which practically obliterates 

the lower courts and destroys the appellate charac- 

ter of the General Assembly,” & ?. 

Well, Dr. Lyon voted for that too, though, be 
it known, the Committee at Baltimore, which he 

sjems to think dispo*^ to “ higgle about trifles,” 

-«-—-- 
did not insist upon this—they only said such things 
constituted “a serious hindrance.” But now ob 1 

serve another and most important point. The 
Pastoral Letter goes on to say: 

The fourth and last condition of this correspon- 1 

dence was the unequivocal retraction of the impu- 
tations against ourselved industriously circulated 
throughout Christendom. This we would have 

clearly discriminated from personal resentment or 

an unforgiving spirit. It is compelled by a proper 
sense of self respect, and doe regard to the honor 

of our church, lt is the homage which we are 

constrained to pay to truth and history. We cannot 

accept, even by implication the charges with which 
the records of both wings of the United Assembly 
are filled. Extending, as they do, to heresy and 

blasphemy, they are of the nature of judicial ac- 

cusations, whioh must either be sustained or with- 
drawn. The “respect and honor and Christian 
love” with which are approached in this over- 

ture, are certainly inconsistent with the belief of 

these grave imputations. If not believed to be 

true, they should be cancelled, much more for the 

sake of those who have pronounoed them than our- 

selves, who have so long borne the reproach. How- 
ever this may be, any form of intercourse, while 

they remain upon record, would be a tacit ac- 

quiescence in the same, and a submission to the 
dishonor which has been cast upon the name of 

our people and of our Church.” 
That is what Dr. Lyon said in 1870, and that is 

the view by which he expeoted this Conference to 

be nonduoted. Hen! quam mutatus ab illo 
That will do for the Pastoral Litter; bat there is 

more elsewhere. It August, 1873, Dr. Lyon ad- 

dressed, through the Central Presbyterian, a letter 
to Rov. Dr. E. T. Baird, in which, referring to the 
overture of the Baltimore Assembly ol that year, he 

say* l am in lavor of our next Assembly ap- 

pointing a committee, not of extreme men already 
committed against all kinds of friendly intercourse, 
and all conference on the subject, but of wise, 
moderate men, untrammelled, uninstruoted, against 
whom no one can urge any reasonable objection. 
This being done, i will state in the third place that 

if that committee, after deliberate and prayerful 
conference with the Baltimore Committee, should 
report in favor of fraternal correspondence (and I 

hope they wil ) then l shall be in favor of it. Bit 
if they report against it, then I shall be against 
it.” (Central Presbyterian, August 13, 1873 ) 

Now there is but one esoape from the clinch of 
this extract—a plea that the oobnmittee was not 

such a one as filled the bill. We might feel some 

embarrassment on this point if Dr. Lyon had not 

fore-tailed it by such an emphatjoal declaration that 
iha difficulty canuot be personal at that point.— 
Then will he object to the others? We assert posi- 
tively that if there was, in referenco to this mat- 

ter, an extreme mao on that committee, then the 
whole Church is extreme—bating the handful al- 
reaiv referred to. There was not one commit- 
ted against all kinds of friendly intercourse.” If 
Dr Palmer an 1 others at Louisville or since, were 

of the opinion that a conference was not advisable, 
it was simply because they thought the things 
preventing friendly relations were so plain and 
well known by the Northern Church, that they 
ought first to take them fairly out of the way, 

and then fraternal correspondence would follow at 

once. This was presented in the paper of our As- 

sembly at Louisville. If there is any Southern 

Presbyterian “committed against all friendly in- 

tercourse,” wc have never seen or heard of him. 

Certainly he was not on this committee, unless 
they spoke falsely when they deolared in their first 

paper,—" We take the earliest occasion to say that 
it these existing ‘causes’ can be removed, and such 
fraternal relations established, the result will be 
viewed with sincere gratification by this committee 
and by the Church which wo represent.” And, 
more to the same purport elsewhere.* 

This article is already long, but a few notes re- 

main upon some of the poiots presented in the 
communication reviewed. 

1. It the “ infuriated political demagogues'’ of 
the Northern Church, of whom he speaks, (Is it 
safe in Mississippi to use such words?) are “set 

aside,” and the “wise and moderate men” are now 

the guides and counsellors,” then what difficulty 
is there in setting wrong to right? These wise, 
good men may cot be personally responsible for 
what Dr. Crosby says it is now the general opinion 
was done wickedly,” but in an ecclesiastical ca 

pacity they are. Why not rectify it? There are 

searching questions that might be put in just there 
but we forego them. 

2 Dr. Lyon says that the Northern Committee 
officially declare” to us, that by "null and void,” 

and other equally significant utteranoes they mean 

to include and wipe out literally every thing offen- 
sive to ns, &c. If any such declaration was made 
it escaped the most searching examination of the 
whole Committee, including twofcentlemen of much 

legal acumen, and used to scrutinize phraseology 
with the utmost nicety. Oa the contrary that 
Committee were extremely careful not to commit 
themselves or their Church to any such position. 
This has been so often shown, it is not worth while 
to repeat it now. We know precisely what we say, 

and can completely establish it. 
3. The right of a man to ‘‘put his own construc- 

tion upon his own language,” is to be admitted, 
but with limitations. If he calls you a liar and 

scoundrel, and pleads that be only meant you were 

mistaken, and liable like all mortals to do wrong, 
he can hardly get off upon his “right of construc- 

tion.” lie must retract his language. This rule 
of right has no application to offensive imputa- 
tions. unless in themselves ambiguous. If " null 
and void” are ambiguous when applied to the im- 

putations upon our Church (though wc are unable 
to see how they meet such things at all) it is otr- 

tiic that the Committee never went so far as to 

construe them as signifying disapproval of their 
odious accusations. There is not a trace of any 
such iking. And j rst there is the point of the 
whole matter. When finally brought to it, they 
expressly refuse to do that. It is simply im- 
possible to escape from this; and in view of it 
we beg leave to ask Dr. Lyon whether after 
lookiog at bis attempt here to fritter away and 
pare down this point made and maintained 

by the committee of his Cburoh, as a demand 
every way righteous and due to our Christian hgn- 
or, ho can turn with a comfortable stomach to the 
Pastoral Litter he sent out to the reviled, but no- 

ble hearted Christian men and women of his owa 

Southern Presbyterian Church, in which he, as 

one of the guardians of their Christian honor said 
to thetr, -“The fourth and last condition of this 

correspondence was the umquicocal retraction of 
the imputations against ourselves, industriously 
circulated throughout Christendom.” “It is im- , 

palled by a proper sense cf se’f respect, and a due < 

regard to the honor of our Church." Alas, for 1 

thee, my brother !*’ 
4 He asks, “ Does any one believe that had 

1 

friendly relations been established on the terms of- ( 
fered, it would not have been generally acceptable \ 

to the Church ?” That simply beats all. Anyone ] 
who has lived among Southern Presbyterians during 1 

the last ten years, and now gravely asks such a J 
question, must be, (to use his own phrase) a sort of 
“ psychological impossibility. 

5. J)r. Lyon in conclusion hopes that, after all, t 

the Northern Assembly will do about what we ven- 1 

tured to suggest at Baltimore, and adds—‘“This they * 

can certainly afford to do." And elsewhere speak- 
1 

ing on that po nt, he gives this as the reason—»* in 

view of the fact that Miey are a great and dominant { 

Church, it would have been no sacrifice of magnan- ( 

imity, or of honor, had they adopted the very Ian- f 
guage suggested by our committee, and thus “ ended 1 

the dijliculty at once." It is true that he also gives | 
as a reason for this a gentle hiut that they were the 

“original offender:’’ but the main reliance is mani* < 

(estly on their 4< magnanimity." Now it is with ex- 

treme reluctance, but under a sense of duty, we say, 

may the Lord mercifully deliver our people from the c 

misguidance of any and all men who from any 1 

cause, psychological’’ or otherwise, are prepared p 

o humiliate them by begging those who have long 
ind grievously dishonored their good name, to heal 
he wound by plastering it with any such stutF.— 
4 They are a great and domiuant Church !” 44 No 

lacrifice of magnanimity or of honor !” 44 Can cer- 

ainly afford to do!” Uoic are the mighty fallen! 

Eotary Eldership —The discussion in the 

Northern Presbyterian Church waxes warm over 

the proposal sent down by their last Assembly to 

give this measure a recognized standing in the Con- 
stitution of their Church. All their papers, we 

believe, exoept the Weekly Presbyterian, (Balti- 
more) advocate the ch .nge. A convention of el- 
ders in Baltimore declare their opposition. Drs. 
McGill and Junkin oppose it, while Dr. Musgrave 
and others favor it. The last named has publish- 
ed a series of articles supporting his view, to which 
Dr. McGill, of Prinoeton Saminary made a reply. 
To this Dr. Mnsgrave gives a rejoinder. Some of 

the opening sentences indicate a feeling not the 

most amicable imaginable. He says concerning 
Dr. McGill; 44 1 regret the tone of his article, be- 

cause I always feel sorry for any one who loses his 

temper. With regard to his offensive personal al- 
lusions and insinuations, I will pass them by as 

beneath the notice of a Christian gentleman. 
(fur former co-presbyter, the Rev. John Miller, 

now of Princeton, New Jersey, is also engaged in 

the discussion of this question, and maintains that 

Congregationalism has from the first been making 
inroads upon the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
States, aod that this is but a continuation of the 

incroaohment. A further notice of the oourse of 

his argument will be given at another time. The 

Presbyteries of the Northern Church will soon 

complete their voting on the overture. Thus far 

the majority of those which have taken action is 

largely in favor of the ohaDg'’; but as it requires 
the sanotion of a mfjority of the whole, it rema ns 

to be seen whether its adoption is secured, as some 

may fail to vote on it. But there can hardly be a 

doubt as to the matter; it is only a question ol 

two or three years. The tide of radicalism will 

overwhelm all opposition, and the X rribern Pres- 

byterian Church will soon be completely revolu- 
tionised on this subject. 

m mm- 

About as Expected—Oliver Johnson, the main 
editor of the Christian Union, (Henry Ward 
Beecher being rather a nominal one, set up as a 

figure-head) was called as a witness in the famous 

(or infamous) Beecher-Tilton law-suit which has 
been going on trial since the first of last January. 
In the oourse of his testimony it appears from bis 
own answers to questions put, that he is a l Diver- 
salist and a Unitarian. He is a member of a Uni- 
tarian Church. It has been apparent to any ore 

acquainted with the devices of error, that these 

pernicious doctrines have been for a long timo in- 

fused into the teachings of that paper with ail the 

subtlety of the o’d serpent himself. And yet this 

is the paper whioh by means of plausible speech 
and rhmnmx has been seekinir entrauce to Southern 
households. 

There has been, and there is still, in the pages 

of both the Christian Union and the Independent, 
a looseness of views in theology, a disposition to 

sneer at evangelioal religion and its advooates; 
and at the same time a proclivity towards a ocrtain 

type of humanitarianism advocated by l aiver 
salists and by a large class oi Unitarians. There 
has always been but a paper wall between these 

and downright infidelity. There are of ooursc 

many very good things in both these papers: yet 
upon the whole, we should prefer, if a choice must 

be made, to recommend an openly infidel paper to 

either. An open foe is always to be chosen rather 
than the stealthy work of one in disguise—though 
the mask may have been worn so loDg that the 
man himself is unaware of its being on bis face. 

“The Southern Association did It.” 

We invoke the earnest attention of our read- 

ers, (especially those in the city of Rich- 
mond,) and of the Legislature of Virginia’ 
also, to the article on another page, trans- 

ferred from the Religious Herald. A pur- 
pose to give some more full expression to 

thoughts connected with this exceedingly 
important subject, is prevented by other 
matters which have filled up the space at 

our disposal. The Religious Herald has our 

thanks for its timely and faithful words. 

Can it be that we are going to open still 

wider and wider these terrible flood gates, and 

prepare a set of Gamblers Hells over V irgi- 
nia? And that too under legislative sanction? 
“ Relief of Widows and Orphans !” In- 
deed ! They ought to be entitled, Southern 
Association8 to make widows and orphans. 
But the subject will be resumed next week. 

Rev. J. Leiqhton Wilson.—It may be 
inferred from letters received from members 
of the mission at Campinas, Brazil, that our 

beloved Secretary of Foreign Missions, Dr. 
J. Leighton Wilson, has safely reached his 
home. He will be heartily welcomed by the 
whole Church, which will be anxious to hear 
the result of his visit to South America. 

Mogy Mirim, Brazil, February 10th, 1875.—Rev. 
Mr. Lane writes: 

“ I left Campinas last Friday, and after a long 
ride arrived at tne iittie cnurcn m renna. Juasi 

Sabbath it was my happiness to receive live adults 
into the church at that poiut, also five or six chil- 
dren were baptized, an elder and a deacon elected 
and the weekly Sabbath collection estab'ished. 1 
feel much animated in regard to the work in that 
region. Monday and yesterday I preached twice 
each day at different points, and I arrived here to- 

day. This town has a population of three or four 
thousand. The aspect is not so favorable as at 
Penha, but I trust the Lord will plant here also a 

flourishing church. I will most likely remain here 
three or four days. The prospects of the College 
continue to brighten. You must get Dr Wilson, as 

he passes through Richmond, to tell you a great deal 
about Campinas.” 

Mrs. Lane writes, February 20th : 
“ Dr. Wilson has come and gone, and when this 

reaches you, will, I tru9t, be safely home again.— 
Bis visit was such a comfort. I do not know whether 
he was conscious of it, but it seemed ts if his whole 
hearing, all that he said and all that he did, was just 
what we needed to strengthen and cheer and help. 
Bis impressions of the field and what has been done, 
rou will get best from himself. We only trust that 
le may be able even partially to carry out his plan.” 

Mr. Dabney writes by same mail: 
“Our pupils always come in more slowly after 

ho mid summer reoees, the one at Christmas, than 
ifter the mid winter recess, because of the numer- 

ic saints’ and festival days which occur after 
Christmas, but the number is steadily filling up, 
ind will soon equal our accommodations. The 
lumber in the two sobools now will be found some- 
vbere between a hundred, and a buedred and 
wonty, I can’t state it definitely, and many more, 
vho stayed at home to participate in the “cami- 
rai” an absurd noisy festival of three days which 
9 finished to-nignt, will Ho coming in during the , 

iext two or three days. The prospeots at present 
s that we will have as many pupils as we can take, 
’he church too is increasing by gradual accessions, 
kt the last communion season two of the older of ] 
he American pupils, girls, joined our little band. , 

k movement is on foot too to get a house of wor- 

hip built as speedily as possible, we hope and dx- i 

>ect during the present year.” < 

The Church at Campinaa. Brazil, under the care 
if cur missionaries now has thirty live members, 
,od eight children in Sabbaih Schools and Bible | 
Masses. Three services are held every Sabbath be- 
ides the Sabbath School, and a weeklv prayer meet- j 
ug well sustained, and the Monthly Concert also. ", 
k collection is taken up every Sabbath morning, f 

,ud during the last year amounted to $260 in gold. 
.’he total number of communicants of the three | 
hurches in theSao Paulo Presbytery is sixty-seven. , 

--m » —- t 

Minutes of General Assembly for 1862 —A 1 

opy wanted. Any one willing to sell will please 
orward to this office. Prompt payment will be , 

lade for pamphlet and postage, t 

“Listen! Girls.”—There is a charming story 
an the fourth page of this paper, which is all the 
better because it is all true. 0 ic of the most en- 

couraging things connected with the times in whioh 
we live is the fact that so many children aro now 

trained up to do and give for the cause of Christ. 
About one-sixth of all that is raised for Foreign 
Missions in our Church oomes from collections in 

the Sabbath Schools. What a blessed thing it 

would be if little associations of girls were formed 
all over the land, such as the om hore referred to I 

And why not among boys a'so? It would do 
much good to others, and would return in richer 

blessings still upon themselves, their families and 
their churches. 

— m* -- 

Dr. Dale on Baptism.—The able and thorough 
review which Dr. Smith has given, is concluded this 

week. We hope Dr. Dale may live to condense the 

whole of his labors into one volume for general cir- 
culation. The fruits of his toil, already invaluable, 
will then be tenfold greater It may not be given in 

money, but in the vindication of what is inestimably 
more precious. 

^ ^- 

Recovery of Records.—The Records of the 

Synod of South Carolina, which were sent to Phil- 
adelphia in 1861, and supposed to bo lost, have 

just been discovered in that city. A little time 
will clear up what is misunderstood on a disputed 
point. Wait a week. 

Report of Conference in Baltimore.—This 
Report has been published in a pamphlet, as many 
will desire to have it in a convenient and perma- 
nent form. It will be sent by mail for 15 cents a 

copy, or ten copies to one address for $1. Send to 

office of Central Richmond, Va. 
-■ ̂ » —‘i 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

THE BALTIMORE COMMITTEE. 

BY JAME8 A. LYON. D. D 

As our Assembly’s Committee and their oham- 

(>ions have been ratiently heard in defence of the 
ate abortion at Baltimore, it is certainly but just 

and equitable that the honest views of brethren on 

the otner side of the question Bhould be also heard. 
Whilst the failure at Baltimore to effect “ frater- 
nal relations” between the two groat branohos of 
the Presbyterian family in this oountry will not 

surprise many, for reasons which it is not now nc- 

oessary to explain, yet it will be sincerely regretted 
by multitudes. Regretted: 

1st. BeoauBC there are many ministers and mem- 

bers in the Southern Presbyterian Church who re- 

gard »he urjust and almost insane deliverances of 
the N >rthern Church, whilst infuriated by the 
spirit of war, and instigated by designing dema 
gogues, as not being the true expression of the 
good and great men, who, in times of peace, were 

looked up to as the leaders and pillars of the 
Church. They, as history attests, were overborne, 
brow-beaten, intimidated, and effectually silenced 
by the “terrorists” who, by the aid of bayonets 
and bolts, were at the time in the ascendency.— 
But those fearful times have passed away; those 
accidental and self-constituted leaders have been 
set aside, and the eyes of the N orthern Church are 

now turned to the substantial and good men oi 
anti-war times as their counsellors and guides. So 
that we are not oow dealing with the spirit of 1865 
and 1866, but with fathers and brethren who were 

always our friends, and who were not responsible 
for those frenzied war manifestations instigated by 
politicians. 

2d. In the next place we regret the failure be- 
cause we cannot briDg ourselves to believe that our 

Northern brethren, who have repeatedly offered 
the band of friendship, arc not sincere in their ex 

nressions of kindly feeling and brotherly regard. 
It is a psyschologioal impossibility for us to regard 
those men, who were but a short time since breth- 
ren beloved in the Lord, and one with us in the 
same great undivided Church, extending from the 
lakes to the gulf, and from ocean to ocean, as hav- 
ing, in so short a time, become dereliot with regard 
to all truth and honesty! Our present position 
oompels ns to cal! in question cither their honesty 
or their intelligence; neither of which are we wil 
ling to do. 

3d. In tho third place, we regret tho upshot of 
the negotiation, because when our brethren offi 
daily declare to us that by “null and void,’’ and 
other equally significant utterances, they, in good 
laith, mean to include*'*! wipe out -literally every- 
thing offensive to us, and to place us in all respects 
on the same level with themselves, we sincerely 
believe that they are honest in what they say. We 
do not call in question, by. word or insinuation, 
iheir veracity. We have not the capacity to be- 
lieve, nor the heart to insinuate that their utter- 

ances arc “Delphic,” their faith punic,” and 
their courtesy “glozing!” It is an invariable 
principle in all dialectics, and in all rules of evi- 
dence, that every man shall have the right to ex- 

plain what he means, and to put his owo construc- 
tion upon his own language. But for this inalien- 
able right, and universally admitted principle, no 

one would be safe. We should be liable to all the 
horrors of tho inquisition. Every man would be in 
danger of having bis words and bis blunders so 

construed as to convict hin^of falsehood, of per- 
jury, of blasphemy, of treason, of any crime what- 
ever! Consequently it is not allowable for one 

party to dictate to another the language—the ipsis- 
sima verba— in which he shall make his apology, 
otherwise the offended party might dictate such 
terms as would not only be humiliating, but de- 
grading to the other! This dictation, tho “Code” 
of the world’s “honor,” to say nothing of Chris- 
tian •‘charity” (1 Cor xiii: 7.) s*vs one man shall 
not exerciso towards another. It is even in the 
world’s esteem considered ignoble to require termB 
of apology tantamount to vengeance. The party 
explaining or apologizing shall be allowed the priv- 
ilege of using his own terms, and of putting his 
own construction upon them. And if the construc- 
tion be satisfactory, the complaining party is bound 
by every law oi evidenoe and of honor to be satis- 
fied ; otherwise any captious eritio might defeat 
the most earnest desire to bring about a reconcili- 
ation of parties. Consequently, when our North- 
ern brethren solemnly and officially declare that 
by “null and void” they mean to wipe out every- 
thing, as already stated, justly offensive to us, or, 
to use their own language, their action was in a 

special sense intended to do awav with the deliver- 
_•_aL ct...ii_ m_i._ 

u/tt-to i/Vriw m/cy wtc. ijwivwtw /» ai/w 

plained of aDil to afford ao opportunity to all 
Presbyterians, without hindrance irom the aotions 
of the past, to unite together in oloser fraternal re- 

lation,” When they thus solemnly and officially 
declare their meaning, we have it not in our hearts 
to disbelieve what they say. Aud wheu they 
further say: “We can add nothing to the force of 
these direct and simple utterances by comment or 

argument. They were made in sincerity, and in 
the earnest desire to remove the causes of alienation, 
and restore peace;” when they thus’speak, we be- 
lieve what they say to be true. We feel that we 

would but dishonor ourselves to call in question 
their veracity. When they again say, “We are 

ready, so soon as this first proposal shall be ac- 

cepted by you, as wc still hope it will be, to submit 
other overtures looking’'teTBb speedy settlement of 
all controversies between us touching church pro- 
perty,” &3. When they say this, we honestly bo- 
lieve that they meant what they say. 

Once more, when the Northern Committee, act- 
ing in their official capacity, acknowledge that the 
offensive utterances of which we so justly complain, 

Were made in peculiar times and under strange ! 
aqd exoiting circumstances, when the passions and 1 

feelings of men were profoundly moved,”' and 
when they assure us That these actions and do- t 
liverances are not now law or rule or precedent,” ] 
we confess we do Dot see any substantial difference 
between this, their declaration, and the form of 
words suggested by our Committee, which they 
[our Committee) declare would be satisfactory.— 
Let us lay these two statements—these two forms 
jf expression—the one actually made by the North- 
ern brethren, and the one suggested by our Com- 
uittee, side by side, in order to afford a fair oppor- j 
;uDity to every unbiased reader to judge for him- 
iclf. (The italics here, as elsewhere, are ours.)— 
[)ur Committee says: 1 

If your Assembly could see its way clear to say, 1 

n a few plain words to this effect—that these ob- 
loxious things were said and done in times of great i 
iexcitement, that they are to be regretted, and that j 
iow, in a calm review, the imputations cast upon 
he Southern Church are disapproved—that would 
md the difficulty at once. 

In answer, the Northern Committee says: 

We declare that all the acts and deliverances of 
he Northern Assembly, of which you complain, are 

vholly null and void, ana of no binding efficacy as 

udgmenta of the Church we represent, or as rules n 

if proceeding for its Presbyteries and Church Ses- E 
ions; that in so far as they, or any of them can be p 
vpposed to import any injurious imputation upon 
he present character and standing ot the churches 
md members of the Southern Assembly as Chris 0 

ians or Presbyterians, such an application of them 1< 
rould be unjust to you, and would be disapproved a 
,nd regretted by us ; that the acts and deliverances 
f the Northern Assembly of which you complain 
re re made in peculiar times, and under strange and Cl 

xciting circumstances, when the passions and feel- H 

ings of men were profoundly moved ; that as acts of 
Assemblies, which we do not represent, we cannot 
sit in judgment upon them, nor express anv opinion 
as to their character; that we feel competent to ex- 

press the desire that they may be considered by you 
in the same spirit of charity and Christian forgive- 
ness, which, we trust, the people whom we represent 
will exercise towards anything to which they may 
object in the proceedings of the Southern Assembly. 

That i9 to say, as we understand it, even if you 
insist on holding us responsible for the notions of 
our separate Assemblies before Our union, we trust 
that in the exercise of Christian charity you will 
forgive us. 

Now, we appeal to every impartial and candid 
reader, to all who are not in heart opposed to fra- 
ternal relations on aoy terms, and who are willing 
to receive their solemn and official declaration as 
not jesuitical and designing, but as sincere, manly 
and honest, to say whether, in composing these 
two notablo passages, viz, the one suggested by 
our Committee, and the one actually adopted by 
the other, there is any substantial difference in 
their rospeotive imports? And yet our Commit- 
tee, wo regret to say, was not satisfied with this 
solemn and official protestation, but defeated the 
“fraternal relations” which thousands of earnest 
Christians on both sides were so prayet fully anx- 
ious might be established. 

But whilst we are not able to detect any substan- 
tial difference in the interpretation of ibe two pas- 
sages above laid side by side, without a far-fetched 
and strained construction, yet candor compels us 
to say, that a9 the Northern Church weie confess- 
edly the original offenders in the ease, and in view 
of the fact that they are a great and dominant 
Church, it would, in our opinion, have been do 
sacrifice of magnanimity or hooor on their part to 
have complied with the suggestion of our Commit 
tee, and thus end the difficulty at oner. Had the 
Apostle Paul bceD a negotiator on either side, we 
have not the shadow of a doubt bat that the result 
would have beeu different. 

4th. In the fourth p'aoe we a e sorry on account 
of the failure, because it revives anew the terrible 
war spirit, in which the-e offensive uttcrauces orig- 
inated. Its tendency istto fan afresh the fires of 
anger, prejudice, hire and bitter dcnuruiition, as 

is so lamentably verified by the fact. Bat we ask 
in all frankness whether this undisguised prejudice, 
(shall we call it hate?) felt on the part of tome on 
both sides towards—let us say erring Christians— 
(we have not yet called each other Bpostatc) is not 
to be deeply deplored? And would it not have 
been better and more Christlike to have surnbit- 
ted to wrong,” if need be (1 Cor. vi: 7 ) rather 
than to have opened afresh the sluices of vitupera- 
tion, and the bitterest denunciation? We on the 
one side drag forth anew their *' war deliverances,” 
their lawless ipso facto proceedings,” and charge 
them with having their hands stained with our 

blood,” &o.! Whilst they, on the other, retort by 
referring to “ the conduct of some of our ministers, 
who not only toand(d the tocsin of war from tle:r 
pulpits, went from army to army, and by thrilling 
and fiery eloquence stirred the war spirit, but act- 

ually donned the * harness of Mars,’ and with sword 
and spur led the battle.” What good can possibly 
be accomplished by probing these old but slowly 
healing sores? There is no heresy in the world 
greater than hatrod to acknowledged brethren (1 
John iii: 10-15 ) The failure at Baltimore, which 
is discussed by the press, religious and Secular, 
North and South, revives all the old issues betweeo 
the two sections, and in our judgment will, in the 
end, do infinitely more harm to the cause of Christ 
than it was possible could have resulted from the 
estaonsnuieni ut iratcroai relations on me 

terms offered by either side. What harm, we a>k 
could have resulted from brolhnly correspondence? 
Do wo not fraternize with the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church ? Aod do not their ministers and 
magazines, and their book publications, sanetioned 
by their Church, misrepresent us, nnd charge ua 

with holding damnable heresies,” such as in 
fant damnation.” "baptismal regeneration-,” “lim- 
ited atonement,” and fatalism ?’’ What is Fa- 
talisvi but Atheism? Has the Northern Church 
ever made harder or more unjust charges than 
these? Aod yet wo very properly shake bands 
with them. The fact is, if we require perfection 
on tho part of a Church, as a condition of friendly 
correspondence with them, we must stand like the 
Jews of old, aloof from everv sect and Christian 
brotherhood in the world ! The only consistent 
ground that we can occupy, in our present unfriend 
ly attidude towards the Northern Church, is to 
call them Anti Christ,” and pronounce them an 

Apostate Church 1” 
5th. Once more, we much regret the result, be- 

cause our Church, ora respectable portion of it, 
will not be satisfied. They will fed, and do feel, 
disappointed. The action of our late As cmbly, 
consequent upon the earnest and protracted dip 
oussion at Columhus, evidently looked to frarer- 
nal relations.” The elaborate prptest against the 
aotion, signed by twenty throe meuibers, including 
the Moderator, was based upon the same thing.— 
It was a protest against fraternal correspondence. 
Had the committee been appointed by the Assem* 
bly themselves, instead of the Moderator, we doubt 
not, the result at Baltimore would have been dif 
terent. Does anv bcliere that, had fraternal rela- 
tions been established, it would not have given 
general satisfaction to the Church? in fact, to all 
except such as fear "organic union” as the ulti- 
mate result? We sincerely believe that bad the 
expected relations been established, it would have 
been recognized with heartfelt joy by the great body 
of our Church. But, as the matter now stands, 
there are many, as the event will surely prove, who 
will not rest satisfied with the antagonistic position 
of the two brandies of the Presbyterian family, 
whose friendly cooperation might accomplish so 

muoh for the advancement of Christ's king 
dom. They are not willing that these twin sisters 
in Christ, having the same history, the 6ame pre- 
cious faith, the same oburoh order, and the same 

ecclesiastical ancestry, should, like the ancient Jews 
and Samaritans, stand in frowning attitude towards 
each other, refusing to shake hands and bid eaoh 
other “God-speed I’’ They regard it as little 
less than monstrous, and utterly subversive of the 
spirit of Christ and His Gospel. They do not de- 
sire to beoomo “a hissing and a by-word” to jeal 
ous sectaries and scoffing infidels. Nor do wo be- 
lieve that the Northern Churoh will rest any more 

satisfied with this state of things than ourselves. 
Why higgle about trifles when the interest of 
Christ's kingdom are at stake? It is our hope 
aod prayer and belief, and in this expression we 

represent many, that the next Northern Assembly, 
following the example of Paul (1 Cor. ix: 22,) will 
adopt resolutions embodying substantially, or lit- 
erally, the suggestion of our Committee, which 
will “end the difficulty at onoe.” This they cer- 

tainly can afford to do. And this multitudes of us 

hone and Drav thev will do. 
In conclusion, we beg leave to say that we do not 

desire to be understood by anything contained in 
this paper as calling in question the honesty and 
integrity of our honored Committee who went to 
Baltimore. We do not doubt their zeal for the 
honor of the Southern Churoh. But we honestly 
think they committed a blunder. We do not be 
lieve that there was a sufficient difference between 
the meaning of the form of words suggested by our 

Committee, and the form actually adopted by 
theirs, to justify the defeat of so important a nego 
tiation. This criticism applies equally to the 
Northern Commi”ee. 

Now, Messrs. KJitors, we have, as our custom 

is, spoken what we believe to be the truth, boldly, 
honestly, candidly, but not, we trust, unkindly.— 
rhis done, our duty is done. The rest remains 
with God. 

University of Mississippi, Oxford, Miss. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. r 

The second number of the Virginia Patron, J. 
'N. Lewellen, Esq., editor and proprietor, has been 
-eceived. It is one of the handsomest weeklies ever 

ssued in Richmond, and is an able and vigorous 
idvocate in the cause of the Patrons of Husbandry, 
o the advancement of whose interests it is especial- 
y devoted.—Enquirer. 

5t. Nicholas for April. Scribner’s Illustrated 
Magazine for Girls and Boys. Conducted by Mary 
Mapes Dodge. Contents: 

Frontispiece, “Cinderella;’’ Colorado Snow-birds; 
?hat Bunker-Hill Powder; Eight Cousins; The 
ireath of Spring ; The Great Freshet; Gold-Robin; 

1 

?he Fair at Pau ; Cherry-Cheek ; The Pilot-Boat; } 
tn Old Folks' Concert; Fred’s Easter Monday; , 

Ln Adventure with a Grizzly; Jingle; Apron ; The 
roung Surveyor; The Peterkins Snowed up; Nanny < 

Lun; John Spooner’s Great Human Menagerie; 
ack-in-the-Pulpit; The Letter-Box; The Riddle- j 
(ox. I 

* • j 

cribner's Monthly for April. Conducted by i 

J. G. Holland. Published by Scribner A Co., 664 < 

Broadway, New York. Contents: i 
The Proud Lady of Stavoren ; A Chat about Ger- £ 

tan Parliaments; Young Moll's Peevy; Death- * 

•ealing Trades; What She Thought; The Liver- ^ 
doI of America; White Azaleas; The Story of t 
evenoaks; To a Friend ; My Island ; The Mysteri- c 

is Island ; A Farmer's Vacation ; Truls, the Name- o 

ss; The Psalm-Book in the Garret; The Statue of u 

Life; The Shakespeare-Bacon Controversy; Top- t 
s of the Time; The Old Cabinet; Home and So- j 
ety; Culture and Progress; Nature and Science; o 

tchings, 

A Presbyterial Conference on Foreign 
Missions. 

We venture to suggest that all our Presbyteries 
shall appropriate, at least, one sitting at their en- 

suing spring meetings, to the free and foil discus 
sion of their relations to tbe conversion of the 
world. Among the many important subjects which 
can rightfully claim the attention of these bodies, 
none perhaps can properly take the precedence of 
this. From whatever point it be viewed, it pre- 
sents an interesting and profitable theme which 
cannot be faithfully considered without material 
bene tit. The relations of onr ministers, elders, 
churches and people to the salvation of perishing 
millions who have never heard of a Saviour—the 
duty whioh rest upon those who eejoy tbe gospel 
to make it known throughout the earth—the ef- 
forts which are at present being made by particu- 
lar ministers aDd churches to fulfil their obligations 
to (J-jd, and lost souls, in this matter—tbo best 
means of awakening and maintaining interest, so 

that every minister and every member of the 
church may be brought to feel and perform his 
duty in tbe premises—these are some of the inter- 
esting irquiries which may be profitably dwelt 
upon. Tlie brief, pointed and faithful discussion 
of 6uch topics will not fail to elicit valuable infor- 
mation, to arouse slumbering consciences, to spread 
a holy contagion from those who are already alive 
oo tbe subieot. to those who are now dormant, and 
thu9 to give an impulse which will be felt in the 
leDgth and breadth of the church, and throughout 
the world. But in order to accomplish valuable 
results, these conferences must be wisely managed. 
It will not do to make them the scene of handsome 
orations. Neither will it answer to be satisfied with 
one, two, or three good missionary addresses.— 
Thcoljeot to be attained is practical, and means 

adapted to the end ought to be employed. Much 
of the alloMed time ought to be devoted to pray 
er, to confession, thanksgiving and application.— 
The elders as well as the ministers ought to take 
part in tbe discussions. Addresses ought to be 
brief, to the point, earnest atd practical, and the 
object aimed at, viz.^an awakening, ought to be 
lopt steadily in view. Whn can doubt rtiat the in> 
tluenoe of such communion on this subject would 
be highly salutary? It would likely be felt in every 
congregation in our bounds; we may expect that 
the ministers aDd ciders returning.to their homes 
from such discussions will carry with them a quick 
"ned spirit which will be imparted to the several 
fl ujks over which they preside. Surely, too, there 
is need of the diffusion of jnstsuob a spirit of zeal 
and earnestness in carrying forward the work of 
God. The oburch is coming tar short of what it 
is able to do in this matter. In many sanctuaries 
a word is seldom heftrd in regard to the duty of 
Christians to labor for tbe salvation of lost people. 
In many more no moans are employed to keep 
Christians informed of what God is doing among 
the heathen, and of the pressing demands which 
exist for liberality and personal consecration in ex- 

tending the bounds ot Zion. Surely it is time lor 
the ohurch in its organized capacity to lay hold of 
practical m'ana to enlist interest and to provoke 
to good works. We should heartily rr joice if every 
Presbytery in our buunds would hoiu suoh a con- 

ference, looking toward tbe more thorough and re- 

sponsible orgatvzatinn of the wotk in all their con- 

gregations.— The Missionary. 

From the Southern Presbyterian. 

Foreign Missions-A Proposition. 
From statments published in the last number of 

the Missionary, it appears that the sad and dis- 
tressful prospect stares us in the face, that our 

Committee of Foreign Missions may be compelled 
to go before the Dext General Assembly burdened 
with a debt of $10,000 or more, to be followed 
most probably with a serious retrenchment of our 

foreign missionary work. This prospect cannot be 
otherwise than appalling to every ore among us 
who sincerely desires the welfare of ZioD and la- 
bors for her increase. To be compelled to abandon 
oar m'°sion posts and call home our missionaries 
while God is so signally blessing them, would in- 
deed be a dire calamity, little better perhaps than 
relicqnishiDg the work altogether. Wo have cer- 

tainly comic to a crisis in this grand enterprise.— 
After all the prosperity God has conferred upon it, 
we must now either humiliatingly retreat before 
surroutding difficulties, or, by a larger exercise-of 
faith aod redoubled effort, take au important step 
forward. To such a juncture has the Lord brought 
us. 

What our duty under the circumstances is, 
surely none can for a moment question. When 
the children of Israel, led so far by the unmistaka- 
ble finger of God, stood fearful aod trembling be- 
fore Pi-hahiroth—hemmed in on the one side by 
the lofty mountains whose steep and rugged sides 
they could by no means aoalo, Jiroctly confronted 1 

by the Red Sea which spread itself for twelve or 
fifteen miles across their path", and completely 
closed in upon the rear by the pursuing host of 
Pharaoh, so that there appeared no human possi 
bility of escape—in their distress they cried unto 
God for help. And the Lord said nnto Moses, 
Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the 
children of Israel that they go forward." And all 
we need is grace to obey the divme command.— 
The laborers have already offered themselves, and 
are gone forth or are only waiting to be sent. The 
means to carry on the work we have in abundaoee 
it we will but give it. All that is wanting is faith 
—a heart to tru*t God aod go forward, according 
to his word. But instrumentalities mu9t bo em- 

ployed for the quickening and development of 
faith. Works and faith go together. Moses moat 
needs, at God’s command, stretch out his red over 
the sea, that a pathway for Israel may be opened 
up through its depths. 

And now what I propose is this: That the month 
of April—including the first Sabbath of May, the 
time for the annual collection—be made a grand 
rallying season throughout our Chureh in behalf 
of Foreign Missions. Many, perhaps most, of our 

Presbyteries meet during that month: Let the 
corresponding members of Foreign Missions (or 
others interested in the oause) see that in every 
Presbytery, during thes° sessions, there be a meet- 
ing iu the interests of Foreign Missions, wheD ad- 
dresses upon the subject shall be made, the minis- 
ters and elders of the churches stirred up, and a 
collection raised. Iu all cities where there are 
more than one congregation, let mass meetings in 
behalf of this cause be held, to arouse the people 
and call forth their contributions. And iu every 
one of our ohurches, large or small, let there be a 
meeting some time during the month specially to 
instruot and stimulate our people in regard to this 
wtrk. Aod so let our Committee go up to tho As- 
uomlilti n Ut 1 nnis 1 L J.C.!__: J 
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off; aDd the Church may set oat on a new career 
of enterprise and success in this glorious cause. 

Will not the religious papers of our Church take 
up this proposition and give it publicity and en 

oouragemeut? And will not all our brethren come 
up resolutely and earnestly "to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty?" 

"Who art thou, 0 great mountain? Before 
Zerubbkbel thou shalt become a plain !’’ 

Watciiman. 

Statue of General T. J. Jackson. 

COMMUNICATION FROM GOVERNOR KEMPER TO THE 
LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 

The accompanying letter from the Hon. Mr. 
Hope, a member of tbo British Parliament for the 
University of Cambridge, contains information 
which cannot fail to inspire every patriotio Virgin 
ian with gratitude and pride. It annouo6es that 
a bronzed statue of heroic size, designed and exe 
outed by one of the first artists of the Old World, 
and presenting a faithful likeness of the immortal 
Thomas Jonathan Jackson, is offered as a tribute 
of English admiration and sympathy tor the accept < 

anoe of the Commonwealth. The statue is repre t 
seated by competent judges to be a most imposing 
and beautiful work of art. It was procured j through subscriptions spontaneously organized j 
among friends of Virginia in the mother country 
who admire the eharaoter and love the memory of 
our dear hero. It remains for the State to accept 
this splendid gift and to guarantee its erection on 
some conspicuous site within the oapitol grounds. ; It is not doubted that the General Assembly will 1 

promptly and appropriately recoeoizc the munifi- 
jence which offers snoh honor to Virginia, and will * 

nake whatever appropriation may be sufficient to 
eoeive the statue and erect it on a suitable pc* 

1 

le«tal. 
It revives no animosities of the past, it wounds r 

he sensibilities of no good man of whatever party 
>r section, to honor and revive the memory oU f 
laokson. All the world knows that the earth be* 1 

leath which his body licB covers the ashes of a pa- 
u 

riot and hero whoso greatness shod lustre on tbo 
ige in which he lived. His example belongs to 
uankind. and his deeds and virtues will be cherish- !, 
d by all the ooming generations of the great Amcr- 1 

can Republic as among the proudest memorials of 
common glory. But when tho accidents of for- a 

une and success shall no longer determine tho p 
aluc of principles and achievements; wheu the tl 
ames of others, now more applauded, shall have it 
een swept into oblivion by the hand of time, the c< 
jeniory of Stonewall Jackson, like that of his great ei 
ommander, will continue to grow brighter as tho b; 
enturies pass iuto history. ui 
You can make no wiser expenditure of money fli 

ban that which serves to perpetually recall the ex- hi 
tuple of this great and good man, and to invite fo 
ur children to imitate bis virtue. tt 

James L. Kemper, I 

Ashlow House. Connaught Place, > 

London, March 2d, 1875. > 

Sir,—When the news reached England of the 
death of General T. J. Jackson (so well known as 

“Stonewall Jackson”) a subscription was spon- 
taneously organized in this country among persons 
who admired the charaolcr of that truly great man 

to procure a statue of him which they mieht pre- 
sent to his native country as a tribute of English 
sympathy end admiration. The work was entrust- 
ed to a most distinguished artist, the late J. H. 
Foley, It. A ; aod although its progress was de- 
layed by the ill hcaltb of the sculptor, by his con- 

scientious desire for the accuracy of the portrait, 
and latterly by his death, it has been brought to a 

successful conclusion in the form of a standing 
6tatue, of heroic size cast in brotzi. It is a very 
noble art, and its hoped and believed a faithful like- 
ness. 

... 

As representing the subscribers, it is now my 
pleasurable duty to ask you whether the State of 
Virginia would accept this memorial of its distin- 
guished son, aod tribute of Epglisb sympathy, and 
would guarantee its ereotion in some conspicuous 
spot in the city of Richmond ? 

If the answer is favorable, I would take the ne- 

cessary steps to forward the Btatue to its destina- 
tion. It is a privilege of members of the Royal 
Academy of Arts that the works of a deceased 
academician may be contributed to the exhibition 
immediately succeeding bis death. It is consider- 
ed due alike to the artists and the suf j eot that the 
English people should have the opportunity of 
seeing the statue before it leaves this country for- 
ever. Toe annual exhibition of the Aoademy 
closes about the beginning of August, after which 
date no delay need take place in forwarding the 
statue to Virginia. I have the honor of remain- 
ing, sir, your faithful aod obedient m-rvaof 

A. B. Blresford Hope, 
M. P for the University of Cambridge 

To !us Excellency the Governor of Virginia. 
Senate joint resolution for the appointment of a 

joint committee to oommonicate with Mr. Hope 
was agreed to. 

fUligujuV Intelligent^. * 

FROM THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Roanoke County —8alem and Big Lick Churches. 

Salem, Va., March 21. 1875. 
Mr. Editor,—To day three add tional elders, and 

three deacons were ordained by the Kev. W. W. 
Houston. His ordination address was one of marked 
ability, and traced back the Preabyterial form of 
Government to the days of Abraham. 

Six persons were admitted to the church upon 
profession of faith! This makes sixty-two converts 
who have united wi'h our branch of the Ch'istiaa 
Church within the last mouth; about eighty have 
joined other evangelical churches. 

Such are some of the rerults of the ate revival 
which was conducted by the Kev. C. M Howard. 

Mr. Howard is now at Big Lick, prostrate from 

tly effects of hemorrhages from the luogs. His 
meeting there was thus brought to a premature close. 
But over two hundred had professed conversion, aod 
about seventy five were under deep conviction, prior 
to the prostration of Mr. Howard 

Over sixty heads of families were among the num- 

b’rof converts. Take it all in all, we incline to 

the opimou that the revival at Big Li.’k is one of 
the most remarkable ou record. R. B. M. 

TV a O/tAtid Prnchntsviia Phnreh T oniawllla Vn 

Dr. Stuart Robinson's, has rcce ved over seventy 
additions kiooe January 1st. 

Bev. C. L Hogue has removed from Fern Creek 
to Louisville, Ky.,tud requests his correspondents 

.to note the change. 
Bev. M C Hutton having been released from the 

pastoral care of Betbesd* church, aod having ac- 

cepted a call to the Ebenczer church, requests bis 
correspondents to address him at Clinton, Ala. 

A Better Example.—The Presbyterian church at 
Henderson, Ky., has placed two copies ot our 

Hymn Book in each pew ot the churoh, so all can 

sing. 
Bed Oak Church, near Asheville X. C., which was 

built by dollar subscriptions from all parts of the 
Church, has been completed and dedicated. It is 
the best house of worship iu Bjneombc county, 
N. C., outside ot Asheville. An illustration ol the 
power ot littles. 

Bev. Henry M. Anderson requests his correspon- 
dents to address him at Belle Haven. Accomack 
county, instead of Accomack, G'. H Va. He 
writes: “We have a fair prospect of building a 

small chapel here, which will hold one hundred 
and twenty persons.” 

Charlotte, N. C.—The Rev. E. H. Harding 
Wfites:.“ Allow me to correct a statement about —- 

the Second Presbyterian church. Charlotte, N. C 
io a late issue. Our membership is sixty. We 
hope our building will be done by May; it will be 
handsome, and large enough to accommodate a 
thousand people.’’ 

We learn from tbe Raleigh Newt that the con- 

gregation ot the Presbyterian Church have refused 
to accept the resignation of their pastor, Rev. Dr. 
Atkinson, a just and meritorious tribute to the 
valuable services ot a good, pious aud able Divine. 

Bev. W. B. Bingham has tendered his resignation 
as pastor of the ouurch at Raymrn 1, Mies. Should 
Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relatioo, Mr. 
Bingham expresses his wiliingoess to accept tbe 
call given him by the churoh at Ilazalhurst, Miss. 

MUs Mary E Galloway, a devoted Christian lady 
and a member of the Assooiato Reformed Presby- 
terian Churoh, at Due Wbst, who recently sailed 
for Egypt as a missionary, has written an interest- 
ing letter to tbe .4. R. Pretbyterian, the orgtn of 
that Churoh, giving an account of her sea trip, 
during whieh she was kindly and comfortably cared 
tor by numerous frierds on board. The editor 
says: 

“ We hope they are all safe in Alexandria 
by this time." 

Hon. Mark Hardin.—The oldest ruling elder in 
the S.nod of Kentucky died at hia home in Shel- 
by vilie, Ky., last week. He was tbe son of Col- 
oDel John Hardin, who was slain by the Indians in 
1792, when on an embassage of peace to them. 
Born March 14, 1782 be would have been ninety- 
three years old last Sunday. He was one ot the 
few links that eonneot the present generation with 
the first settlement of Kentucky. He had been 
an invalid for several years, and D&ssod nui&t- 
ly and peacefully. He was a mao of mark, of ear- 
nest devoted piety, whose death will be felt as a 
loss throughout the State.—Christian Observer. 

Bowling Groan, Ky.—The Rev. Dr. Smoot, the 
pastor of* the Presoyterian churoh, writes from 
Bowling Green : 

** We have just closed one of the 
most pleasant and delightful meetiogs in our church 
here, that wa have ever had. Seldom have I ever 
eojoyed a revival of God’s people as I have this 
one. The meeting lasted two weeks, and we have 
sixteen additions to our churoh, about equally di- 
vided between persons grown up and young people 
of the Sabbath School. The work of grace was 
quiet, deep, delightfal. The mode of conducting 
tbe meeting was first preaching; and then, after 
dismissing the congregation, it was immediately 
organized into a prayer meeting, an opportunity 
being given to all who desired to go away after 
benediction; and frequently none left. We also 
had prayer mootings in the mornings, conducted 
sometimes by the elders. Rev. W. D. Morton, of. 
Morgaofield, was with us one week, and preached 
1 senes of sermons of remarkable eloquence and 
power, making a lasting impression for good oil 
;his community.”—Christian Observer. 

Death of the Rev. P. M McKay. — The Rev. B. L* 
3aker sends us the painful intelligence that the 
for. P. M. McKiy, the beloved pastor of the 
:huroh at Madison, Fla., died on the 8th inst. He 
ays: f 
‘‘It is my sad duty to communicate to you the 

intelligence of the death of the Rev. P. M. Mc- 
vay, the pastor of the church in this place. 

A telegram yesterday morning hastened me to 
his place. He died before I reached him, at aboot 
2 M. yesterday (March 8th.) 
He went to bed on Saturday night not complain 

og; and was discovered on Sabbath morning iv 
onsible. He had attempted to get up, had one 
ock on; and then had fallen on the fbor. Ho we a 
iolcntly striking at bis head and back, as if suffei- 
ag intense pain, and continued so until he died. 
A faithful servant has been called home to his 

sward. 
On his desk, from which I am writing, I find 

wo sermons written and ready to have been de- 
vered last Sabbath—one from Isaiah Iv: 1, the 
ther from Proverbs xiv: 12. 
A heavy affliction bos befallen this ohnrch and 
resbytery. But the Lard has taken him, and it 
right. To His will we bow. May He sanctify 

le affliction. ”—Southern Presbyterian* 
A friend writing from Austin, Texas, gives an en- 

mraging account of our work there. Dr. Grasty 
reaches every Sabbath to large congregations in 
ic Opera Hou.-e, and the services are increasing 

interest. When the new church building is 
impieted, it will in all likelihood be scarcely large 
lough for the congregation. The Northern Pref- 
rterian Church under the pastoral care of its pop- 
ar and active pastor, Rev. E B. Wright, is also 
lurisbing. There would be more cordiality per* 
ips between the congregations, if the Northern 
Iks did not continue to hold unjust possession of 
e property belonging to our Southern brethren, 

S. W. Presbyterian, 

»I 
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