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THE VIRGIN BIRTH IN THE SECOND CENTURY.

At the close of the second century, the virgin birth was a

firmly established part of the creed of the Catholic Chris-

tian Church. What was the origin of that belief? This

question can be answered only after an examination of the

birth narratives which are included in our first and third

Gospels. But an examination of extra-canonical sources

is also not without value. At the time of Irenaeus, belief

in the virgin birth was firmly established. Can a gradual

establishment of that belief be traced in the history of the

second century, or was the belief firmly fixed from the very

beginning? The present article will attempt to give some

answer to this question, and thus lay the necessary founda-

tion for answering the further and more important ques-

tion : is the belief in the virgin birth based upon fact, or

did it originate in some other way?

Of course, no one denies that the belief in the virgin

birth arose long before Irenaeus. The most that could by

any possibility be held is that the doctrine did not attain the

full assent of the Church until his time. Even such a view,

however, can be dismissed very quickly.

In the first place, the virgin birth has a place in the so-

called Apostles’ Creed. 1 The form of that creed which is

now in use was produced in Gaul in the fifth or sixth cen-

1 The following discussion of the Apostles’ Creed is not based upon

independent investigation. All that has been attempted is to point out

the bearing which the commonly accepted conclusions in this field have

jpon the question of the virgin birth. See especially Harnack, Vetus-
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Peking, China. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press. 1911

i2mo
; pp. 238 ; 75 cents net.

“After the Convention comes the Campaign.” As a sequel to his

now celebrated missionary plea, “Over Against the Treasury”, Dr.

Fenn gives this imaginative account of the practical results that may
confidently be expected in any church, when its officers and members
thoroughly appropriate the promise of the presence of the living

Christ. It is an instructive and entertaining description of ways and
means that may be used for the conduct of an effective campaign for

home and foreign missions.

An introductory chapter, giving a resume of the earlier volume,

furnishes the present story its setting. The Rev. John Stanton, the

pastor of the Westminster Church of Jaronsett, had, in lieu of a ser-

mon on the Sunday morning devoted to the annual offering for for-

eign missions, told his people of a remarkable dream he had had the

night before, in which he beheld the Lord sitting “Over against the

treasury” and observing the gifts of the contributors. The members
of the congregation were then asked to come again in the evening and

to make their offering under the influence of the conviction that Jesus

Christ was as really present as though seen with the eyes of the

flesh. The amazing results are here tabulated in ten chapters. Seven

of these sketch the realization of an adequate missionary programme

along the lines of the “Seven Characteristic Features of the Standard

Missionary Church”, so much emphasized by the Laymen’s Missionary

Movement, while the remaining three chapters deal with the supple-

mentary topics : “A Missionary Session”, “A Parish Abroad”, and

“Definite Prayer and Effort to Secure Volunteers”.

The developments are somewhat too idealistically sketched to pro-

duce the maximum of verisimilitude; especially does the time seem

too limited for the marvellous transportation of this staid and spirit-

ually lethargic church. Nevertheless, as the author reminds us, we

dare never call this ideal impracticable, since it is none other than

that presented by our Lord himself as the true task of the kingdom.

The book ought to be read by every pastor. It cannot fail to inspire

him to greater faith, courage and perseverance in developing the mis-

sionary spirit and service of his people. And it is even more to be

hoped that this commanding presentation concerning the great cause

of missions may find its way into the hands and hearts of many of our

church members who are nigh unto perishing for lack of the vision of

the living Lord and for their failure to obey his will with respect to

the unevangelized nations of to-day.

Princeton. Frederick W. Loetscher.

Moral Leadership and the Ministry. By Edward E. Keedy, Author

of "The Naturalness of Christian Life”. Boston : Horace Worth

Company. 1912. i2mo; pp. vii, 200.

With great force and charm of style the writer discusses this sub-
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ject from the following points of view: religion as the ground or

source of leadership; the spirit of leadership; religion as the equip-

ment for leadership; the ministry; loss of leadership; the power to

constrain or lead
;
the leader’s program

;
the training for leadership.

As to substance of thought, there is little new in this volume : the

main idea is that loyalty to Jesus Christ in daily life yields the

superior type of character that alone is fitted for moral leadership.

But many an old truth of fundamental importance to the minister of

the Gospel is here set forth with such simplicity, beauty and compell-

ing power that one feels himself alternately filled with a noble dis-

content with his past attainments and with stern resolves to make the

life of trust in, and devotion to, Christ a more influential reality.

Princeton. Frederick W. Loetscher.

A Way of Honor and Other College Sermons. By Henry Kingman,
D.D. Fleming Revell Company. 1911. 8vo, pp. 210.

These fourteen sermons were delivered by the author in the Con-

gregational Church of Claremont, California, in which the congregation

is made up largely of the students of Pomona College. The discourses

make much of Christ’s character and influence upon his followers, and

put the chief stress upon the ethical teachings of the Gospel. Simple

in style, affluent in illustrative material, and strong in their hortatory

appeals, they are rather loose in structure, and vague in their didactic

elements. Prevailingly topical in the method of development, they

commonly present but a few of the many phases of truth suggested

by the unrestricted forms of most of the themes proposed for dis-

cussion.

Princeton. Frederick W. Loetscher.

Some of God’s Ministers. By William Malcolm Macgregor, D.D.,

St. Andrew’s United Free Church, Edinburgh. Edinburgh: T. &
T. Clark. 1910. Imported by Charles Scribner’s Sons. 8vo; pp.

x, 297. $1.75 net.

The substance, diction, style, and masterful technique of these ser-

mons make them exceedingly interesting, suggestive, and spiritually

helpful. It is one of the best volumes of this kind that we have had

occasion to review during the year. Dr. Macgregor is a preacher of

great power. His messages deserve a large number of readers, and his

homiletic methods may be studied with profit by every minister who
desires to perfect himself in the art of preaching the Word.

Princeton. Frederick W. Loetscher.

Rhytiimischer Choral, Altarweisen und Griechische Rhythmen, in

ihrem Wesen dargestellt durch eine Rhythmik des einstimmigen

Gesanges auf Grund der Accente: von Friedrich Succo, Pastor.

Giitersloh : Druck und Verlag von C. Bertelsmann. 1906.

We are presented here with a portly tome of four hundred and five




