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THE MAKING OF THE ENGLISH BIBLET

The task assigned is a delightful and a simple one. It

is to review briefly, and in bare outline, a story which, in

its fulness, is as fascinating as it is familiar. The whole

story could not be told. It leads us forward in thought

to work not yet complete, for men will continue to pro-

duce English versions of the Bible; and as we look back-

ward, we are led through the labors of translators and

copyists and saints and apostles and prophets to the very

mind of God its Author and its Source. The character

of this occasion and the necessary limitations of time confine

our review to that portion of the process which was ac-

complished by men of England and which culminated in

the production of that version, which, for three hundred

years, has been in reality the Bible of the English-speaking

world.

The interest centres about three great names
:
John Wic-

lif, William Tyndale, and King James the First. Of
course there are others which we must mention and which

we should hold in grateful remembrance to-day.

We might allow ourselves the pleasure of rehearsing the

story, familiar to us all from childhood, of Caedmon the

untutored keeper of cattle at the Abbey of Whitby, who
leaves the banquet hall, when the harp is being passed, be-

cause he cannot sing; but as he falls asleep in the stable

' An address at the Tercentenary Celebration of the Publication of the

Authorized Version, Princeton, May 9, 1911.
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index is made—dealing with the various “charms” of the Bible.

Princeton. Frederick W. Loetscher.
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Grenville Kleiser, Formerly Instructor in Public Speaking at

Yale Divinity School, Yale University; Author of How to Speak
in Public, Humorous Hits and How to Hold an Audience, How
to Develop Power and Personality in Speaking, How to Argue
and Win, etc. New York and London; Funk and Wagnalls Com-
pany. 1910. i2mo; pp. vii, 288. $1.25 net.

How TO Argue and Win. By Grenville Kleiser. New York and

London; Funk and Wagnalls Company. 1910. i2mo; pp. 310.

$1.25 net.

We have read these books with much pleasure and profit. They
are worthy additions to Mr. Kleiser’s well-known treatises on the

subject of public speaking. Based upon sound psychological principles,

his counsels are full of good sense and practical worth.

The former of the two volumes is designed to give special help

to those “who daily defraud themselves because of doubt, fearthought,

and foolish timidity.” Attention is directed, among other things,

to the importance and the proper methods of building up the will-

power; curing self-consciousness in speaking; developing the capacity

of right thinking; cultivating the best “sources of inspiration” in

literature and life, first and foremost those in the Bible; mastering

the art of concentration ;
securing an adequate physical basis for a

forceful personality; finding oneself and strengthening one’s individ-

uality; forming the habit of expressing oneself in an energetic man-

ner
;
overcoming discouragements ; making the best of one’s voice

;

and living a life of faith. Throughout the book the importance of

a sober estimate of one’s talents and opportunities is emphasized, and

many suggestions are given for the cultivation of specific elements

of strength of character. Scores of memory passages are cited to

make the candidate in this arduous school of discipline come to a

hopeful conclusion as to the possibility of acquiring self confidence

in his speech and manner.

The second treatise gives in popular form the basal laws of argu-

mentation, but the main stress is laid upon the more thorough develop-

ment of the personality of the debater. Separate chapters deal with

the subject of persuasive argument from the point of view of the

lawyer, the business man, the preacher, the salesman, the public

speaker. The Appendix, consisting of some sixty pages, contains

a “Note for a Law Lecture,” by Abraham Lincoln; “Of Truth,” by

Francis Bacon; “Of Practise and Habits,” by John Locke; and “Im-

proving the Memory,” by Isaac Watts.
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