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AUGUSTINE’S DOCTRINE OF KNOWLEDGE
AND AUTHORITY.

In a former number of this Review^ we attempted to

give a general exposition of Augustine’s doctrine of knowl-

edge and authority, which naturally ran up into some ac-

count of his doctrine of authority in religion. The more

detailed study of this specific subject we were forced, how-

ever, to postpone to another occasion. We wish now to

take up this topic and to make as clear as possible Augus-

tine’s teaching concerning it.

The cardinal facts to bear in mind are that, to speak

broadly, with Augustine the idea of Authority coalesces with

that of Revelation, the idea of Revelation with that of

Apostolicity, and the idea of Apostolicity with that of

Scripture. With him therefore the whole question of au-

thority in religion is summed up in the questions whether

there is a revelation from God in existence, where that

revelation is to be found, and how it is validated to and

made the possession of men : while the master-key to these

problems lies in the one word apostolicity. Whatever is

apostolic is authoritative, because behind the apostles lies

the authority of Christ, who chose, appointed and endowed

the apostles to be the founders of His Church
;
and Christ’s

authority is the authority of God, whose Son and Revelation

^The Princeton Theological Review, July, 1907, pp. 353-397.
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ment, the author introduces us, in the racy manner of a glib cicerone in

a picture gallery, to the distinctive features in the personalities and the

accomplishments of these altogether worthy and thoroughly interesting

prelates. The sketches are too broadly and freely drawn to permit their

having much historical value, although in some cases, notably that of

Bishop Brooks, the author expresses judgments which, because of the

specially intimate relation that existed between these two men, will be

scanned with more eager interest than many of the less studied utter-

ances may merit. Many a reader will doubtless find the chief attraction

of the book in the modestly restrained yet everywhere present autobio-

graphical element. The really good stories so freely interspersed in

these pages would suffice, apart from the more serious aims of the

author, to secure a generous recognition of his attempt to say a fitting

word of praise for a number of very dear friends.

Philadelphia. Frederick W. Loetscher.

Young Men Who Overcame. By Robert E. Speer. Fleming H. Revell

Company. i2mo., pp. 229. $1.00 net.

This inspiring book is made up of brief “sketches of the lives of fifteen

real men, men who loved the highest and who made duty the first thing

in their lives”. Most of them were college-bred men, five being gradu-,

ates of Princeton, namely, Walter Lowrie, Theodorick B. Pryor, Wil-

liam Earl Dodge, Cortlandt Van Rensslaer Hodge, and Isaac Parker

Cooler. No one can read the story of these fifteen virile and beautiful

Christian characters without having a deeper sense of the sanctifying

power of divine grace and a more ardent desire to attain a higher level

in daily living. Like other works by Mr. Speer, this breathes the spirit

of an intelligent, manly, sympathetic, optimistic, and inspiring Christian

faith. It is a book which anybody may read with profit, but it is

emphatically a good book for a young man to read and re-read.

Philadelphia. Frederick W. LoetsCher.

Verzeichnis der von Adolf Hilgenfeld verfassten Schriften zusam-

mengestellt von den Mitgliedern der neutestamentlichen Abtheilung

des theologischen Seminars der Universitat Jena v. S. S. 1902

durchgesehen, erganzt und herausgegeben von Dr. Heinrich Hil-

genfeld a. o. Prof. a. d. Universitat. Leipzig Verlag von O. R.

Reisland 1906.

This is a unique testimonial offered on a unique occasion to a man
of eminent position and ability. On the 2d of June, 1903, Adolf Hilgen-

feld, the well-known editor of the Zeitschrift fur zoissenschaftliche

Theologie celebrated his eightieth birthday. The members of the Theo-

logical Seminar prepared a list of all his publications from the year

1846 up to date and offered it to the venerable theologian as a birthday

remembrance. This list was republished in a supplemented form and

offered by the son. Dr. Heinrich Hilgenfeld, likewise Professor in the

same University of Jena, to his father on the occasion of the sixtieth

anniversary of the latter’s promotion to the doctorate of philosophy at




