


fect the heart nﬁunhem ‘serious  reflections.
Mourners, agonizing with grief, need the balm of
consolation ;  attendants, looking into the grave,
 are open to conviction; all are prepared to receive
~ a word in season.  An opportunity so
for instruction ought not to be neglected; a scene
50 solemn should not be suffered to close without
some religious improvement. "
Death is replete with terror and mystery. It
breaks the spring of life, and reduces the body to *
putrifying dust; it dissolves cvery relation n socie-
aep-mu'.he mmmml spirit from its former

tive of sucha train of
sequences, has always

aroused the affections of suryivors. In every age,
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and among people of every description, some -
neral solemnities have been performed, and the
human body for ever treated with singular re-
spect.  Whether cmbalmed or interred, consign-
edto the urn or the grave, the memory of the de-
ceased was honored with, what was considered,
decent obsequies ; the loss' sustained by bereaved
families deeply lamented and addresses or orations,
suited to the frequently

Christians, whose sympathies and passions are not
eradicated but sanctified; and whose estimate of the
present and future state is more accurate and ex-
tensive than others, will surcly upon such occa-
sions, readily indulge ‘in' sacred meditations; and
willingly assist in devout exercises,

“The superstitious ceremonics of the’ Church of
Rome, connected with the doctrine of purgatory,
and prayers and masses for the dead, had so cor-
rupted the ancient faneral service, and rendered it

“so abhorrent and odious to the pious and celebra-

ted reformers, that many Protestant Churches abol-
ished it altogethet ; and to this day, in some of them,
it has never been introduced.

The motives which at the reformation were pre.
Valent and perhaps suffcient fo. jusif the practice
of our venerable ancestors, are not now of cqual
importance; nor do any existing circumstan
this day, suggest the necessity of.a sullen silence

s, at
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at-the grave, on forbid the propricty of @ funcral
service. A generalpersuasion of its expedicncy
prevails among the people of almost every de-
nomination, and it would graify them, o be f2-
vored with some religious ritcs, con\.gpu—nlmg' to
those serious occasions.

A funeral service would. gertainly be. acee
to the ministers and people of the Reformed Dutc
Church, and there would be no objection agy
reading it.. They are accustomed to some for
which are. always read .n the administration of the
sacraments, at ordi i
These forms constitute a part of the public st
dards. of their faith; they are convenicnt to the
ministers, pleasing to the people, and prove besc-
ficial in preserving uniformity of doctrine and s
words in the Church.

“To other denominations who admit of no fmm
whatever, and would prefer cxtempors
dresses, a collection of sentiments and cx;
proper to be introduced at the grave, v

s,

from which they might earich 0
tions.

I all who are interred in a Ch
were real Christians, and all who attended at fuse-
rals were also such, the serviee ‘o addresses would
assume a very different style. But when we have
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oause to be assured that many have no pretensions
to that exalted character, it would betray the docs
trines of the gospel, and prostitute the truth, to
speak of them, or to them, as such,  Whilst
therefore, with the simplicity which adorns the dis-
pensation of the New Testament, we abstain from
lies; and in fai dis-
cern between the righteous and the wicked ; all
that with propriety we can perform at. a funeral,
after the solemnities are closed, is to—adore God—
meditate upon death—contemplate the cause of
death—add suitable addresses—to Mourners; to.
the Impenitent; and to Believers.—And conclude
with the doctrine of the resurrection, that glorious
assurance of victory over death and the grave.
TImpressed with a desire to render funerals edi-
fying and consistent with the Christian character,
a determination was formed to prepare. a service
comprehending the enumerated articles, and agree-
ably to this amangement.  Upon commencing the
task, it was however immediately discovered, that
greater attention and. precision were requisite in a
work of this nature, than was at first anticipated.
A funcral service must contain doctrines, promises,
and preccpts, which by being daily and publickly
will justly be considered pressing
the faith, hope, and rule of obedience, of the min-
isters and people who adopt them.  Such a service:
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should also be ealculated to reach the heart with the
most affecting arguments, and bind the conscience
with undeniable authority. But no essay, merely
human, can possess these properties; whatever care
may be employed to state the sentiments with ac-
curacy, and however sublime, pathetic and forci-
ble the style, still the whole might be condemned as
defective, and every part exposed to exceptions and
censure,  There is therefore but one expedient to
surmount every difficulty, there remains but one
alternative; it must be in the words of scripture.
This will answer every question, this will silence
every objection, and insure the unanimous_appro-
bation of all professing Christians. However op-
posed they may otherwise be to the tenets and
phrascology of cach other, yet to the oracles of
Godall avow their subjection. These establish
with authority what we are to believe and perform,
and they speak to the heart and conscience with an
emphasis and power which o uninspired address
can attain.

Sclections from the sacred scriptures may be made,
which will exhibit in the clearest light and most en«
ergetic language, every thing pertaining to the sub-
ject.  If this be done without an improper applica-
tion of detached sentences, or offering violence to
any text; if a ¢onnection in the several paragraphs
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‘be sufficiently maintained, and the whole judicious.
Iy arranged ; it is obvious that a funeral service thus
constructed, ‘must be preferable to one' of ‘any
other composition.  But, where the fund is inex.

haustible, and appropriate sentences innumerable,

it is difficult tobe satisfied that the best are chosen,
or that the collection in its extent is exactly what
it ought to be.

As a substitute for a funeral sermon, this is not
t00 large asa store of devout meditations, it s not
sufficiently coplous; as a form to be read, on or:
dinary occasions, it is certainly too extensive. It
was however judged advisable to allow the officia-
ting minister ample scope for reading, and rit re.
€ him to the perpetual repetition of the ‘same
words 3 which, had the form been more abridged,
would ‘have been impricticable. HE ‘may there-
fore, if circumstances suggest the propriety of &
short service, read only one section, or even a part

of one ; in which case, seven forms are before him,
from which he can select, at different times, which
ever he . Or should hewish to introduce

something from each section, he can'readily mark

i stempt Of 1 Kitd a chango uEthe person, in
vages; end the addion o o for
el are not in the ensi-
Bt these are o readily dlscovcmd., i viniaded
he page by marking them with italicks,
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& few of those paragraphs under each, which he
considers the most pointed and interesting, and re-
duce his form toany size he may judge expedient ;
and by sometimes adopting different sentences, he
may, at his discretion, render the service various,
instructive, and aceeptable,*

The work is now humbly presented to the Church-
es. If my respected brethren in the ministry con-
descend to favour it with their, approbation, and
use it, either as & FoRr, Or as a DIRECTORY, it
will seeve to introduce religious excrcises at fune-
rals, where they have been hitherto neglected ; or
assist in the performance; where they prevail.
Now the God of peace, that brought again from
¢ the dead our Lord: Jesus, that great Shepherd of
<the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
« covenant, make his ministers and. people perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in
« them that which is well pleasing in his sight,
« through Jesus Christ ; to whom be giory for ever
“ and ever.”

wmed every minister who wishes  form, will rathen se-

lllggcst
B
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1L Dearn.

1L S1N, THE CAUSE OF DEATH:
IV. AppRrEss To MOURNERS.
V. To THE UNCONVERTED.

VL To sELIEVRRS,

VIL Tht nzsvinzctiox.

A FUNERAL SERVICE, &

1 INVOCATION.

LORD thou hast been our dwelling place in all
generations. - Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from ‘everlasting to everlasting thou
art God. Thou turnest man to destruction ; and
sayest, return ye children of men. For a thousand
years in thy sight are but as yesterday, when it is
past, and as a watch in the night. Thou carriest
them away as with a flood ; they are as a sleep: in
the momning they are like grass which groweth up.
Tn the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up ; in
the evening it is cut down, and withereth. For we
are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are
we troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before
thee, our seeret sins in the light of thy countenance.
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For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we
pend our years as a tale thatis told. The days of
our years are threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet is
their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut
off, and we fly away.  Who knoweth the power of
thine ange? eve'n according to thy fear, so is thy
wrath. S teach us o number our days, that we

may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
II. DEATH.

i ¥

_IT is appointed unto men once to die, but af
ter this the judgment. When a few years arc come,
then 1 shall go the way whence T shail no return.
My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the
graves are ready for me. If T wait, the grave s
my house. I have made my bed in the darkness.
Thave said to corruption, thou art my father ; to the
worm, thou art my mother and my sister. For
1 know tht I shall be brought to death, and to the
house appointed for all living.

13

2.
How dreadful is this place!—A land of darkness,
as darkness itself, and where the light is as dark-
ness.—The grave, that saith not it is enough.
There the-wicked cease from troubling. and there
the weary be at rest. There the prisoners rest to-
gether, the small and great are there. They lic
down alike in the dust, and the worm shall cover
them.

34
Lord what is man that thou takest knowledge of
him ! or the son of man that thou makest account
of him! Man is like to vanity, his days are asa
shadow that passeth away.  For we are as strangers
before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers :
our days on the carth are as a shadow, and there is

none abiding.

4.

All flesh shall perish together,
return aguin unto dust. One generation cometh,
and another goeth,  They dwell in houses of

| clay, their foundation is in the dust, they are

and man shall
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erushed before the moth. They are destroyey
from morning to cvening. . Their love, and their
Datred,. and their envy perish, neither have they |-
any.more a portion for ever in any thing that is done
aunder the sun. - They shall go down to the bars of
the pit; they shall be brought to the grave, and |
shall remain in the tomb. Death shall feed on |
them ; and their beauty shall consume in the grave.

5

There is no discharge in that war. For what
sman is he that liveth and. shall not sce death ? Shall
‘he deliver his soul from. the hand of the grave? as
‘he came, naked shall he return, to go as he came;
when he dieth he shall carry nothing away, his
glory shall not descend after him. He brought
nothing into, this world, and it is certain he can
carry nothing out.

6.

Cease ye from man whose breath s in his
nostrils, for wherein s he to'be accounted of 7—
Man dieth and wasteth away ; yea .man giveth up
ihe ghost, and where s he? His breath goeth
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forth, he turnédh (o his carth; in that very day
His thoughts perish. days are past, his put-
ysmme rakum “He goeth down to the grave,
and ‘$hall come up no more.  He shall return no
ore to his house, neither shall his place know him
any more. The worin shall féed sweetly on him
he shiall be no more remembered ; and the eye of
Him that hatli scen him, sliall see him no more.

7.

Man that is born of a woman is of few days and
‘full of trouble ; he cometh Torth as a flower and is
cut down ; he fleeth also a5 4 shadow and contin-
othnot. His days are determincd, ‘the number of
‘his months ar with God, who hath appointed his
bounds that he cannot pass. Then shall the dust
return to the carth as it was, and the spirit shall
réturn unto God who gave it.

8
There i a tiie to be botn and a time to die.
Some come 16 their gave in 4 full age, 4s 4 shock
of corn in his Season ; others die in their strength,
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at ease and quiet ; and others in the bitterness of
their souls. Young men are cut off from the strect.
Children are far from safety ; they are crushed in
the gate, neither is there any to deliver. Infants
are dashed in pieces.  The mighty are exalted for
a little while, but are gone and brought low ; they
are taken out of the way as all others.
dic, likewise the fool and the brutish perish, and
leave their wealth to others.

Wise men

9
Oné event happeneth to them all.  As the one
dieth, so dieth the other.
breath; all go unto one place ; all are of the dust,
andall turn to dust again. X

They have all one

10.

Few and evil are the days of the years of our lives.
‘We are born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward.
Our
flee aw

s are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they
i, they see no good. . We all do fade as a
leaf; and shall soon be cut down like the grass, and

wither as the green herb.  For here we have no
continuing city, but we seck one to come.

i %

11

€ The voice said cry, and he said, what shall T ery®

all flesh is grass, and all the goodliness théreof is as
the flower of the field. The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand
for cver.

JIL SIN.

oh
SIN is the trangression of the law, and the
wages of sinis death. The body is dead because
of sin, and the soul that sinneth, it shall die. God
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell; and
he will punish the wicked for their iniquity. The
destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners
shall be together, and they that forsake the Lord
shall be consumed. The wicked shall perish.

o¥ 2.

By one mar’s disobedience sin entered into the
world and' death by sin, and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned. ~ Death reigned

C
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by one ; and by the offence of one; judgment came
upon all men to condemnation; for by one man’s
disobedienice many were made sinners. In Adam
all die.

3.

God that made the world and all things therein,
the Lord of h-aven and earth, who giveth to all
life and breath, and all things, hath made of onc
blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the face
of the earth; and shall the thing formed say to him
that formed it, why hast. thou made me thus? or,
shall, the iclay say. to him that fashioneth it, what
makest thou ?

4.

Our first father sinned, and we are a seed of evil
doers. Adam begat ason in his own likencss, af:
ter his image, and behold we arc shapen in_iniqui-
tyand in sin conceived ; for who can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean ? and whatis man that he
should be clean, or he that is born of a woman,
that heshould be righteous? We are, by nature
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the children of wrath; dead in trespasses and ‘sins.

5.

The crown is fallen from our head; wo unto
us that we have sinned.  God made man upright,
but they have sought out many inventions. The
hearts ofthe sons of men are full of evil ; deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked. The
€arnal mind is enmity aghinst God.* All are gonc
aside and  become filthy ; all have come short of
the glory of God. 'Therc is nonerighteous, none
that understandeth, none that sceketh after God!
Destruction and misery are in their wigs; there
is no fear of God before their eyes. All the world is
become guilty before God. The scripture hath
concluded all under sin 5 and the curse is poured
upon us because we have sinned.

O 4 g1

The éatth is defiled undcr the inhabitants there.
of; cursedis the ground for thy sake; the whole
eredtion groan:
A W
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God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast
them: down to hell, and delivered them into. chains
of darkness o be reserved unto judgment. He
spared not the old world, but brought in the flood
upon the ungodly, whercby the. world ' that then
was, being overflowed with water, perished. ~ And
the heavens and the carth which are now, are kept
in store, reserved unto firc against  the day of
judgment, and. perdition of ungodly men. When
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be
‘punished with everlasting destruction from the pre-
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his pow-
er. Thus the wrath of God is revealed from hea-
ven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness.
And thus sin bringeth forth death, and sin hath
reigned unto death.

2
W IV. MOURNERS.

sestai Kl v
dt] sk L.

MAN goeth to his long home, and the mour-
ners go about the streets.  The voice of lamenta.
tion and. bitter - weeping is heard. Mothers wecp-
ing for. their children and ‘refusing to be comfor-
ted, because they are not. ' Fathers crying, O my
Som, ‘my son, would to//God, T had died for thee,
my son, my son ! One lamenteth for the desire of
his eyes; taken away with a stroke; another is
distressed for his brother, and another mourneth
for bis mother. ~ Children are left fatherless, and
theifmothers are widows.  Lovers and friends are
pue far away, and acquaintance into darkness.

m—

@
O thou afflicted, tossed with a tempest, and not
comforted ! refrain thy voice from weeping and

 thine eyes from tears.  Sorrow mot as others which

have no hope. Say not my wound is incurable,
it refuseth to be healed; mine eyes shall never
more se¢ good; I am stripped of my glory, there
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is notany left; T will go down to the grave mourm.
ing; I 'have no comforter; all these things are
against me.

3.

Are the consolations of God small with thee?
hast thou not known ? hast thou not heard, that
the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the carth, faintcth not, ncither is weary?
there i3 no' scarching of his' understanding.  He
knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are
dust. God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that yeareable, but will with the
temptation, also makeaway o escape,  that ye may
be able torbear it.

4

Death is come up into your windows, he is en-
tered into your hotise; and ' you have how buried
your dead out/ofyour sight. You will go to him
(her) he (she) shall not return to you. ' But the
Lord liveth; he is the same, and his years shall
not fuil ; he remaincth for ever, his 'throne is from

23
generation to generation.—He is a refuge in the day

of affliction ;. the  father of the fatherless, and. @

judge of the widows; he comforteth them that are
cast down; I, even], saith the Lord, am he that
comforteth thee.

s 5

. The Lord reigneth ! | clouds and darkness are
round about him, righteousness and judgment. are
the habitation of his throne ; his way is in the sea,
his path in the great waters, and, his footsteps are
not known ; he giveth not account of any of his
matters.  Behold he taketh away,  and who shall
hinderhim? Who will say. unto him, what dost
thou? Is it not lawful for him to do, what he will
‘with his own ?

6.

Hear this and know it for thy good ; affliction
cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble
spring out of the ground. , This is the Lord’s do-
ing. In his hand is the soul of every living thing,
‘apd the breath of all maokind. He kills and he
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makes alive, hie' wounds and: he heals; neither is
there any that can deliver out'of his hand; he
makes peace and he creates evil. The Leord doth
all these things. Be still then, and know that he
is God.

7

* Turn to him that smiteth you. Hear therod and
who hath appointed it. - Despise not the chstening
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of
him; for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth and
scourgeth every son whom he reéeiveth ; cast then
thy burden’ upon the Lord, and he will sustain thee.
He knoweth the way that you take ; and when he
hath tried you, you shall comé forth as gold. What
he docth you know not aow, but you shall kriow it
hereafter.

8.
* God is a very present help in trouble. Pour
out your hearts before him, for though he causc
grief, yet will he have compassion according’ to
the multitude of his mercies, He healeth the bro-

25

Ken in heart, and will regard the prayer of the des.
titute,

L J
No chastening for the present is joyous, but
gricvous ; ' nevertheless afterward it yicldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby; and all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose.

10.
Contend not then with him who is mightier than
thou; and think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which tries you, as though some strange
thing happened to you ; for his judgments are right,
and in faithfulness he hath afflicted you. ~Submit
yourselyes therefore to God. Draw nigh to him,
and he will draw nigh unto you. Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift
you up.  Wherefore, glorify ye the Lord ir the
fires. o
¥ # D
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. e
It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not con-
sumed, because his compassions fail not ; they are
niew every morning, great is his fithfulness. - He
will not lay upon man more than is right; wherefore
then doth (a living man. complain, a man for the

punishment of his sins 2—what ? shall we reccive
§90d at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not re-
ceiyeevil? |

12.
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to as.
ger, and plenteous. in. mercy. - He hath not dealt
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according
to our iniquities,  He doth notafllict willingly, nor
grieve the children ofmen, to crush under his fect
all the prisoners of the earth. . Know therefore that
God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity. de-
serveth,

13.
Be afficted, and mourn, and weep, and let your
Joy be tumed to heaviness. There is a time to
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weep, and a time to motirn; a day when the Lord
calls to weeping and to mourning, and to  girding
with sackcloth.  Weep then for yourselves and for
your children, weep with them  that  weep, and
bear ye one another’s burdens.—Jesus wept.

14.

Be not swallowed up with overmuch sorrow;
but weepas though you wept not. Wherefore lift up
the hands which hang down, and confirm the fecble
knees.  Say unto God, do not condemn me ; shew
me wherefore thou  contendest: with me.—What
have Ito do any more with idols 2

15. )
+ If 5o be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious ;
if he hath delivered you from the power of dark-
ness, and translated you into the kingdom of his
dear Son, then let not your heart be troubled ; for
thy Maker is thine husband ; the Lord of hosts is
his name; and thy Redeemer the holy one of Tsrael
The God of the whole carth shall e be called.
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16.

‘We have a High Priest, Jesus the Son of God,
who can be touched with the /feclings of our in.
firmities, and was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. . A merciful and faithful high
priest, who though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suffered; and
in that he himself hath suffercd, being tempted, he,
is able to succour them that are tempted. He
knows how to speak a word in season to him that
is weary. A bruised reed shall he not break, and
the smoaking flax' shall he not ‘quench. = Wait
therefore on him ; be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart.
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness; and though now for a sea-
son, if need be, ye arc in heaviness; yet he will
not leave you comfortless, he will come to yous;
for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will
have mercy upon his afflicted.

He will give unto thee the

17
Are the waters of a full cup wrung out to you ;
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and hath the Almighty dealt very bitterly with you?
Hath the Lord fed you with the bread of tars,
and given you tears. o drink in great measurc?
Let not thy soul be cast down or disquicted within
thee, Hope thou in'God, for thou shalt yet praise
him.  Cast not away your confidence; but in
your patience possess ye your souls. . Your God
will hear you ; when you sit in darkness, the Lord
shall be a light unto you, and make you glad ac-
cording to the days wherein he hath afflicted you,
and the years whercin ye have seen evil - The way
of the Lord is strength to the upright; and  they
shall not be ashamed that wait for him. We
must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God; and go our way forth by the
footsteps of the flock.

18. *

Speak not in the anguish of your spirit, nor com-
plain in the bitterness of your soul. Fret not thy-
self in any wise to do evil; but be dumb and open
not your mouth, because the Lord hath done it.
Vet,when your spirit is overyhelmed within you,and

|
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your heart is desolate; when decp calleth unio deep,
and all kis waves and billows go over you; when
your complaint is bitterand your stroke is heavier
than your groaning ; then, lift up your heart with
your hands unto God i ‘the heavens, ‘and, say i—
I is well, - Even so Father ; for 50 i¢secriied good
in thy sight.

19.

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken awag;

lessed be the name of the Lord.  Itis the Lord ;

behold, here am I, let him do to me as seeicth

good unto him.—Let the redeemed of the Lord
say so.

V. UNCONVERTED.

L
IT is better to go to the house of mourning
than to the house of feasting, for that is the end of
all men, and the living will lay it to his heart.
For the living know that they shall dic. O that
they were wise, that they understood this, that they
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consider their latter end, and know how frail

'y are !

2.

Consider this ye that forget God, lest he tear
you in picoes and there be none to deliver; and ye,
who have a name that ye live, and are dead ; who
have a form of godliness, but deny the power
thereof ; stand in awe and sin not, commune now
with your own hearts and be still,

3.

Behold our days are as an handbreadth, and our
age is as nothing ; the time is short, and th- fash-
ion of this world passeth away,  What then is a
man profited, if he shall guin the whole world and
Iose his own soul? or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul ?

4.
Every man at his best estate is altogether vanity,
Every man walketh in a vain shew. Men of high
degree are yanity, and men of low degree arga lie ;

|
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to be laid in the balance they are altogether lighter
than vanity.  Vanity of yanitics, behold, allis vani-
ty and vexation of spirit.

5.

Seckest thou great things for thy self?  scek
them not. . And why wilt thou put far away the
evil day, or covet to sct thy nest on high? Behold
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and
though thou exalt thyself as the cagle, and though
thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will T
bring thee down, ‘saith the Lord.

r 6.
. Why sayest thou to thy soul, thou hast much
#oods laid up for many years, take thine ease, cat,
drink, and be merry; and to morrow shall be as
this day, and much more abundant? when thou
knowest not what shall be on the morrow. Forwhat
is your life > 1Itis evena yapour that appeareth for
alittle time, and then vanisheth away;  yea, this
night thy soul may be requircd of thee; 'then whose
shall. those things be, which thou hast provided ?
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aud M oA g
ai' Be'not high minded; nor trust in uncertsin rich-
es, but in the living God for rices profit not in
the day of wrath, and he that trusteth in his riches
shall fall. ~ Wilt thou set thinc eyes upon that
which is not? Riches certainly make themselves
wings, they fly away. - Labour not then for the meat
which/perisheth; but for' that meat which endur-
cth unto everlasting life ; and lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth, but lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven; for where your trea-
sure is, there will your heart be also.

8.

They that observe lying vanities forsake their
own mercies. Therefore hear now this thou that
art given to' pleasure, that divellest - carclessly.
Wilt thou go in company with the workers of ini-
quity, and walk with wicked men? And when
thou criest, shall thy companies deliver thee? The
wind shall carry them all away, vanity shall take
them ; miserable comforters are they all.  Fools
make 'a mock &t sin, i & compinin: f fools
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shall'be destroyed. - They twho live in pleasure are
dead while'they: live ;' the ‘end. of those things is
death, VIF ye live after the flesh; ye shall, die.
' ¥ »ild) [
¢ 9.

How long halt ye between two opinions ? No
man can sétve two masters—ye cannot ‘serve God
and mammon. - Love not then the world, neither
the things that are in the world; for all that isin
the world, thié lust of the'flesh, and the lust of the
eyes; and the pride’ of Tife, is ot of the Father;
and the world passéthaway, and the ‘lust thereofi

"Kinow ye not that the friendship of the world is en.
mity with God? whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world, ‘is  the enemy of God. For
the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; and that which
is highly esteemed ‘amotig men, is abomination in
the sight of God. 1/
i
L & 10.

Acquaint  therefore thyself now with God, and
bevat pedce; - thereby: good shall come to thee.
In hini we' live, and move, and have our being.
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In his favor is life; and inyhis presence. is fulness of
joy. ! The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom ' :and: godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of thie life that now;is, and of that
which is to_come, it

e #

11 s

One thing is needful. = The redemption. of the

soul is precious and it ceaseth for ever. Strive then
to enter in at the strait gate; and say not, who will
shew me any good? but say, where is God my
maker, who giveth songs.in the, night?. Where.
with shall T.come before the Lord, .and bow my
self before the high God 2 “What must I do to be
saved?-=God be merciful to me a sinner!

« ot s 18,

‘The Lord hath shewed thee, 'O man, what is
good; he hath written to thee the great things of
his law. - His word is truc from the beginning.
“For all seripture s given by inspiration. of God ;
and holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy: Ghost. . Hear then the word of the Lord,
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and tremble -at his Wword." Receive it with all
readiness of mind; not 4s the word of mcn, but
as'it is in  truth, the word of God ; that you may
know the things which are frecly given:to us of
God, which the Holy Ghost teacheth, ‘compating
spiritual things with spiritual; for his words arc
spirit and they are fife ; and the truth shall make
you free.

130

This is life cternal; to know the only true God arid
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. - And 'this is the
record,  that God hath given to us cternal - life,
and this life is in his Son. The testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy ; and to-him give all the
prophets  witness, that through his name, whoso-
ever believeth in him, ‘shall receive remission of
sins. - Search then the scriptures, for they testify
of him. He s all and in alli The Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the ending, the first and the last.

14.
"The Word was made flesh; and dwelt among ts,
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andthe word was God; Emantel, God: with s He
was in all things made like uinto his brethren, yct
‘thought it not robbery to be. equal with God, for he
was God manifest in the flesh.  He and his Father
are one. A the: Faher hath life in  himself,
so hath he given to the Son to have life in him.
self; that all ‘men should honor the Son, even
as they honour the Father.

15.

This is the stone which was set at nought by the
builders, which'is become the head of the corner;
neither is there salvation in any other, for there is
none other name under heaven, given among men
whereby we: must be saved.  He is the way, the
truth, and the life; and no man cometh to the
Father but by the Son,

160
Christ is the end of the Jaw for righteousness o
nd the Lord is well
pleased for his righteousness sake, for he hath mag-
nificd the Jaw and made it honorable. . He gave

every one that believeth;
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himself for' us, an offering aid a'sacrifice to God,
and brought in everlasting fighteousness.  He who
Knew o sin, was made sin for s, that e might
e made the rightcousness of God in' him. ~He
was madea curse for us, and suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.

.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins ; that he might be just/and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. . And now
God is in’ Chriét reconciling the world to himself,
not imputing - their trespasses ‘unto them ; and
commandeth all men every where: to repent and
hath raised up Jesus, and exalted him to be a
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and for-
giveness of sins. Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out; when
the times. of refreshing shall come from the pre-
sence of the Lord.

18,
This is also the work of God, and this is his
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andment that we should believe on the name
jh@Son Jesus Christ.. For he that believeth on
(thel Son hath cverlasting life; and he that believeth
a0t the Son, shall not. see life 5 but the wrath of
God abideth; on him.

19
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed ; they have peace with God: throughy our
Lord Jesus Christ, and rejoice in hope of the glo-
£y of God.  Foras many as reccived him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name ;. being justified
frcely by his grace through the redemption. that is
in Christ Jesus.

20.

He that. believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself: he that believeth not God, hath
made him a liar; because he beliveth not the record
that God gave of his Son. He that hath received
his testimony bath sct to his seal that God is trae:
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421
Mo you is the word. of this  salvation. sent.
Turn not away from him that speaketh from hea-
ven; for how 'shall 'ye escape, if ye neglect so
great salvation. It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God. His power and his
wrath is against all them  that forsake him. Fly
therefore for refuge to lay hold upon the hope st
before you.

22. "

If any man have not the spirit of Christ, heis
none of his; and without holiness no man shall see
the Lord.  Be not deceived, God is not mocked.
Can two walk together, except they be agreed ?
They that arein the flesh cannot please God ; and
that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is ‘spirit. Ve must be
o again.

23,
Your iniquitics have separated between you and
your God. Let no man deceive you with yain

a1

words, for because of these things cometh the
wrath of God ‘upon the children of disobedience.
For as many 1s are of the works of the law are un-
der the curse; and he that believeth not is con-
demned already. “There is o peace, saith the Lord,
%0 the wicked. They hold fast deceit, and refuse
%o return; and this shall they have of minc hand,
they shall Tie down in sorrow ; for their worm shall
not die, neither shall their fice be quenched, Which
s the sccond death.

24.

Thou hast destroyed thyself; and yet thou say-
est, Tam rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; God, I thank thee, that T am not
as other men; and knowest not that thou art wretch-
ed, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.
Be not proud: for the Lord hath spoken. Give
glory to the Lord your God, before he cause dark-
ness, and before your fect stumble upon the dark
mountains ; and while ye look for light, he turn it
into the shadow of death, and make it gross, dark-
ness. They that be whole need nota physician,
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but they that are sick: Jesus came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.

25.
Tn God is thine help. There s forgiveness with
him that he may be feared. With the Lord there
is mercy, and with him is plentcous redemption.
Look thercfore unto him, and be ye saved. For
every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father of light. We
know nothing by ourselves. We are not sufficient
of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves,
but our sufficiency is of God. Salvation is of the
Lord. No man can say that Jesus is the Lord,
but by the Holy Ghost. For it is written, they
“shall be all taught of God. Every man, therefore,
that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh
to Jesus, and him that cometh he will in no wise
cast out.

Bani
Return unto the Lord thy God ; for thou hast
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words,
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and turn to the Lord; say unto him, take away
Submit
yourselves to the righteousness of God. Count

all iniquity and receive us graciously.

all things but loss for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus; that you may win Christ,
and be found in him, not having your own righ-
teousness which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, That being justified
by his grace, ye may be made heirs according to
the hope of cternal life ; and according to his mer-
cy be saved, by the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.

27.

Now therefore fear the Lord and scrve him in
sincerity and in truth. Kiss the Son, lest he be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when his
wrath is kindled but a litle. First give your own
selves to the Lord ; rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh; and then, what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God ?
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28.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh-
teous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and
10 our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Be-
Tieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.

29.

Pass the time of your sojourning here with fear ;
and boast not thy self of to-morrow, for thou
knowest not whata day may bring forth. Say not,
g thy way for this time, when T have a convenient
season I will call for thee. Behold now is the ac-
cepted time, behold now is the day of salvation.
To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your
hearts.  Work while itis day, for the night com-
cth, when no man can work. The dead praise
not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.
Shall his loving kindness be declared in the grave ?
Shall his wonders be known in the dark, and his
tighteousness in the land of forgetfulness?  Shall
the dust praise him, shall it declare his truth? In
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death there is no remembrance of him. He that is
anjust, et him be unjust sl and: he that s
Holy, let him be holy still. Tn that place: where
the tree flcth, there it shall be.

30.

Prepare to meet thy God. Sct thine house in
order; for thou shalt dic, and not ive, And whatso-
ever thy hand findeth to o, do it with thy might;
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest,

VI. BELIEVERS.

1.

RETURN and discern between the righteous
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and
him that serveth him not. The wicked is driven
away i his wickedness, but the righteous hath
hope in his death.

2.
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from
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hence forth yea saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors ; and their works o follow them.
They have fought a good fight, they have finished
their course, they have kept the fuith; and are
more than conquerors through him that loved them.

o

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
his saints.  They receive the end of their faith,
even the salvation of their souls. They die the
death of the righteous, and their end is peace.
The day of their death is better than the day of
their birth, They fall asleep in Christ. That day
they are with him in paradise ; and their flesh shall
rest in hope.

4.

The righteous are taken away from the evil to
come. Their moutning is ended, sorrow and
sighing is fled away, and they come with songs
and everlasting joys, to the general asse:

church of the first born, which is written i
and to the spirit of just men made perfect.

aven,

They
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we washed their, robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb; and are therefore before
the throne of God, and serve him day and night
in his temple : and he that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no
more, neither. thirst any more ; neither shall the
sun light upon them, nor any heat.  For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of water ;
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

5.

These all died in faith, not having reccived the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and con-
fessed that they were strangers and.pilgrims on the
carth. Ve therefore, brethren, who have obfained
like precious fuith, through the righteousness of
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, and unto whom
exceeding great and precious promises are given,
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature : give diligence to make your calling and
election sure; for so an entrance shall be minister-
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ed unto you abundandly into the everlasting king-
dom of ‘our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Be
ot thercfore slothful, but followers of them, who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.

6.
By grace are ye saved, through fiith; and that
not of yoursélves, it is the gift of God.  When ye
were dead in sins, he quickened you together with
Christ. He called you with an holy calling, ac-
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was
given you in Christ Jesus, before the world began,
and made you willing in a day of his power. Un-
to you it is given in the behalf of Christ to believe
on him ; and blessed art thou, for flesh and blood
‘hath not revealed it unto thee.  For no man know-
cth the Son, but the Father: neither knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whom-
soever the Son will reveal him. It is by the gracc
of God, you are what you are. i
7
In the Lor b you have righteousness and strength.

49

#le is the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ;
he is mighty to save. Go then in the strength of
the Lord God; and make mention of his rightcous-
ness, even of his only. * Trust ye in the Lord for
ever'y for in the Lonp JEHOVAH is everlasting
strength. The cternal God is thy refuge, and un-
derricathyare the everlasting arms.

8
Knowing that & man is not justified by the works
of the law; and that by the righteousness of one,
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of
life, and that by ¢he obedience of one many shall
be made righteous ; therefore ye have believed in
Jesus Christ, that ye might be justified by the faith
of Christ; and he hath made you accepted in the
beloved. Thus Abraham believed in the Lorp ;
and he counted it to him for rightcousness. But
it was not written for his sake alone, that it
was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom
it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
wised wp Jesus our Lord from the dead; who
el
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was delivered for our offences, and was raiscd
again for our justification.

9.
Alfter that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy spirit of promise, which is the carnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory ; and hay-
ing obtained help of God, you continue unto this
day, with purpose of heart, cleaving unto the
Lord.  Live then by the faith of the Son of God.
Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus ; for
without. him ye can do_ nothing ; and grieve ot
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are scaled un-
10 the day of redemption.

10.

In Christ Jesus we who were far off are made
nighby the blood of Christ; and through him we
have access, by one spirit, unto the Father. And
touly our fellowship is with the Father, and. with
lis Son Jesus Christ. + Behold, our witness is in
heaven, and our record is on high. For there are

e that bear record itr heaven, the Tather, the
Word, and' the Holy Ghost; and thése tlree arc
one. This God is our God for ever and ever; he

will be our guide even unto défith. He that is ot*
God, is the God of silvation.

11

The foundation of God standeth sure;; the Lord
knoweth them that are his. ' He hath made with
them an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things
and sure, and' will direct their work in truth. He
will ever be mindful of Kis covenant. For the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance ;-
therefore hath he mercy on whom he will Have
mercy.  For whom he did forcknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
his Son.
them he also called ; and whom he called,. them he

Moreover whom he did predestinate,

also justified; and whom e justified, them he also
glorified.  What shall we then say to these things ?
1¢ God be for us, who can be 4guinst us?  Who
shall luy any thing to the charge of God's cléct?
Whois he that condemncth 2 Who shall separatc
us from the love of Christ?
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In Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily, and ye are complete in him, who of
God is made unto s wisdom, and _righteousness,
and Sanctification, and redemption. Al the prom.,
ises of God in him are yea, and in him amen;
and he is your help and your shield.  He giveth
power to the faint, and to them that have no might,
he increaseth strength. They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shallmount up
with wings as eagles’; they shall run and not be wea-
1y, and they shall walk and not faint, - They go from
strength. to. strength, until eyery one, of them in
Zion appearcth before God. . The rightcous shall
hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall
be stronger and stronger.. For the path of the just is
as the shining light, that _shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.

13.

God is fuithful, by whom ye were  called unto
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ: our Lord :
and he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. He shall
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deliver you from every evil work, and. will preserve
you unto ‘his heavenly, kingdom. ' He will keep
that which you have compitted unto him agaitist
that day. * For they shall be my people, saith the
Lord, and I will' be theic God; and I will give
them one heart and one way, that they may fear me
for ever ; and I'will make an. everlasting covenant
with them, that T will not turn away from them to
do them good; but I will put my fear in their
hearts, that they. shall not. depart from me. My
sheep, saith he, hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me; and I give unto them cternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither 'shall any
pluk them out of my handi—Happy art thou O
Tsrael; who is like unto thee, O people saved by
the Lord: who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation; sanctified by God
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ !
i 14, ¢

By fith ye stand. « Believing in Jesus, yere,
joice with joy unspeakable and full of  glory, and
abound in Tope, through the power of the: Holy
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Ghost.  You believe, and therefore you speak and
say; what shall T render unto the Lord for all his
benefits toward me? T will take the cup of salva-
tion; I will pay my vows unto the Lord; master;
T will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. But
ye find a law that when ye would do good, evil is
present with you; you see another law in your
‘members warring agaist the law of your mind,
and bringing you into captivity to the law of sim,
which s in your members. You cry out with
tears, Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief:
O wretched man that Tam ! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death ? Vet fear not, neith=
er be discouraged ; behold the Lord thy God hatli
set the land Defore thee; go up and possess it:
Stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.
“Take unto you the wholé armour of God, that ye
may e able to withstand in the evil day, and hav-
ing done all to stand.  So run, not as uncertainly,
so fight, not as one that beateth the air ; but keep
under your body and bring it to subjection. Se

run that ye may obtain.
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15.

Well; thou standest by faith; be not high mind-
od but fear. Happy is the man that feareth alway,
for he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mis-
<chief; and he that trusteth in his own heart is o
fool.  Work out, therefore, your own salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God which
worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his
good pleasure.  Serve the Lord with fear, and re-
joice  with trembling,
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves :
and let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest
he fall. Watch therefore and pray that ye enter
not into temptation.

Examine  yoursclves,

16,

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God : for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth he any man ; but every man
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and enticed. For the flesh lusteth against the spir-
it, and the spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one te the other: so that ye cannet do
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the things that ye would: | But walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17.

Sin shall not have dominion over you'; for ye are
not under the law, butunder ' grace ; what then?
shall we sin, because'we are’ niot under the L, but
under grace? © God forbid. * How shall we
that are dead to' sin, live any longer therein?
For ye are dead; and your life s hid with Christ in
God.  Nevertheless you live, yet not you, but
Christ liveth in you, and the life which you now
live in the flesh, you live by the faith of thd son of
God, who loved you,and gave himself for you:

18.
We come up: from ithe wilderncss leaning upon
our beloved.  The love of) Christ constraineth us;
and we love him because he first loved ws. And
now abideth faith, - hope; love, thése three; but
the greatest of these is love.  Unto'you there-
fore. which believe, he'is precious. + He is the
chiefest among ten thousand, he s altogether lovely.
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This is your beloved, and this is your friend. - Your
beloved is your’s, and you arc his. Let your love
then be without dissimulation, and strong as death;
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be
able to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge. - And if ye love him, keep his com-
mandments, and his commandments are  not grie-
vous ; for by this shall all men know that ye are his
disciples.

19.

Be not carried about with divers and strange
doctrines, ever learning, and never able to come
to theknowledge of the truth; but prove all things,
and hold fast that which is good. Beloved, believe
20t every spirit; but try the spirits whether they
arc of God.  Tothe law and to the testimony : if
they speak not accotding to' this word, it is be-
cause there is no light in' them. Hold fast the
form of sound words, and carnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints,
Stand ye in the ways, and sce, and ask for the old

H
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paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls.

e 20.

Hitherto hath the Lord helped. He hath pre.
served you in all the way wherein you went ; and
ye know, that not one thing hath fuiled of all the
good things which the Lord your God spake con-
cerning you. All are come o pass. Lacked ye
any thing?  Hath he been a wilderness unto you ?
aland of darkness >—Experience worketh hope,
and hope maketh not ashamed.  Take therefore no
thought for your life ; and seck not ye what ye shall
cat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubt-
ful mind ; sufficient unto the day is the evil thercof;
and your Father knoweth that ye have need of
thesc things.  Cast then, all your care upon him,
for he careth for you; and be content with such
things as ye have, for he hath said, Twill never
leave thee nor forsake thee.

6 21.
All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
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unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonics.
Trust in him therefore, at all times ; and in every
thing. by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiy-
ing, let your requests be made known unto God ;
and the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus. He shall guide you with his counsel,
and afterward receive you to glory.  Fear not lit-
tle flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. And although the fig-tree
shall not blossom, neither fruit be in the vines, yet
rejoice in the Lord, and joy in_the God of your
salvation.  His blessing is upon his people. It
shall be well with the righteous. Surely T know
that it shall be well with them that fear God.

22,

Many are the affictions of the rightcous, but
the Lord delivereth him out of them all. In the
world ye shall have tribulation; but let none of
these things move you, neither count ye your lives
dear unto yourselves, so that you may finish your
course with joy. For the sufferings of this pre-
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sent time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us’; and our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo-
ry. Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the com-
ing of the Lord, and follow the Lamb whitherso-
ever he goeth; looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

25

This is not your rest, because it is polluted:
You loathe it, you would notlive alway. In this tab-
ernacle you groan, being burthened, knowing that
whilst you are at home in the body, you are absent
from the Lord. To depart and be with Christ is
far better, and to die is' gain. ~ For we know that
if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolv-
ed, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. An inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for us; which cye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered'
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into the heart of man, and which Gog hath prepa-
red for. them that love him.

24,

You are going the way of all the carth, and the
time of your departure may be at hand. But should
the Lord remove his stroke, and spare you to re-
cover strength, until the evil days come, and the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say T haye no
pleasure in them ¢ yet fear thou not, for e is with
thee, and be not dismayed, for he is thy God 5 he
will strengthen thee, yea he will help thee; and
thou shalt still bring forth fruit in old age; for
even to your old age he is your God, and even to
hoary hairs he will carry. you. He will not cast you
off in the time of old age, nor forsake you when your
strength - faileth. - When you are old and gray-
headed, God will not forsake you. - Afier you
have served your gencration, he will hide thee
in the grave. Thou shalt go to thy fathers in
peace, and be  buried in @ good old age. With
Tong Life will he satisfy thee, and shew thee his sal-

vation.
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25.
Be not all your life. time subject to. bondage
through fear of death 3 for the Captain of our sal.
vation hath, through death, destroyed him that had
the power of death ; and died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with
him. - For whether we live, we live unto the Lord ;
and whethertwe: die, we dis untaithe Lord 3. wheth-
e we live, therefore, or die, we arc the Lord’s .
Andall things are your’s ; whether ife or death, or
things present, or things to come ; all are your's ;
for neither.death nor life, nor things present nor
things to come, shall be able to separate you from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. When
you walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, you will fear no evil, for he is with you, his
rod and bis staff will comfortyou ; and when your
flesh and. your heart shall fuil, God will be the
strength of your heart, and your portion for ever.
Tesus will receive your spirit; he will receive you
unto himself, that where he is, dyre ye may be
also; that you may behold his glory.

63

26.
‘Wherefore run with patience the race that is ‘st
‘before you, looking unto' Jesus, the author and

finisher of your faith. ~He is a leader and comman-

der to his people, and 'he hath ,nvercome. © He
liveth, and was ‘dead; and behold he s alive for
evermore, and hath the keys of hell and of death ;
and because he lives, ye shall live also.

27.

Redeem the time ; knowing that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep, for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed.  The night is far
spent, the day is at hand : let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day, and
‘make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts
thereof. ' Be not therefore weary in well doing,
for in'due seasonye shall reap, if ye faint not;
and as ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk yein him , and let every onc that nameth
the name of Christ Jesus depart from iniquity:
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28.
Ve are not your own, ye are bought with a pricc,
therefore glorify God in’ your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s.  Know ye not that ye arc
the temple 6f God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? ye arc His witnesses, and shall
overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of your testimony. Be not therefore asha-
med of him, and of his words; but sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts ; and be ready always to
givean answer to any man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fears
and declare to all that fear God, what he hath done
for your soul.

it 29.

We believe that through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ we shall be saved. - But, do we then
make void the law through faith ? God forbid, yea
we establish the law.  For what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own son in the likencss of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. And
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the righteousness. of the law is fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.
Whercfore gird up the loins of your mind, be so-
ber, and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christs
and as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye
Toly in all manner of conversation.

80.

If any man be in Christ he is a new creature.
He is renewed in the §zirit of his mind. *He
hath put off concerning the former conversation, the
old man, which s corrupt according to the deceit-
ful lusts ; and hath puton the new man, which af:
ter God is created in righteousness and true holi-
ness ; he walks worthy of the Lord unto all pleas-
ing. But without fuith it is impossible to please
God; faith worketh by love, purifying the heart.
What therefore, doth it profit, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? - Can such faith savg.
him? faith, if it hath not works, is dead, beingalone.
‘Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew

I
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thee my faith by my works. By works faith is made
perfect.  Let then your light so shine before men,
that they may sec your good works, and glorify
your Father which s in heaven ; so shall ye be the
disciples of Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem. us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works.

31.

This people, saith the Lord, have T formed for
myself; they shall shew forth my praise. ~Secing
therefore that ye have purified you souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit, and being born again,
shiew forth the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light. For ye
are his workmanship, reated in Christ Jesus unto
good works. Do therefore more than others;
and whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus; do it heartily, as to
the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheri-
tance: for ye serve the Lord Chist.
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32.

Look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen 5 for the things which
are seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are cternal.  For God, who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined i
your hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Be.
holding therefore, the glory of the Lord, be chang-
ed into the same image, from glory to glory ; and
hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of hope
firm unto the end. For the Lord God is a sun
and shield ; the Loxp will give grace and glory,
no good thing will be withhold from them that walk
uprightly. The Lord will perfect that which con-
cemneth your Oy
33.

We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the rightcous, in whom we have redemption
through his blood, even  the forgiveness of sins}
and there is 1o condemnation o them which arc

in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
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after the Spirit. Be not- therefore weak in faith,
nor stagger at the promise of God through unbe-
Tief. But, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven
thee. Tt is God that justificth. Tt is Christ that
il X

¢ 34.

Brethren, press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling ‘of God in' Christ' Jesus. Be
faithful unto death, and he will give thee a erown
of life. - His grace is sufficient for thee  Look up,
for ' your redemption draweth nigh. - There  re.
maineth _thercfore a rest for the people of God.
Wherefore, comfort one another with these words.

35.

But, do you prefer Jerusalem above your chief
joy? Do the ways of Zion mourn? Is there none
to guide her among all the sons whom she hath
brought forth, neither any that taketh her by the
hand, of all the sons that she hath brought up?
Do her enemies roar, and say in their hearts, let
us destroy them together; rase it, rase it even to the
foundation thereof? Do your hearts tremble for the
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ark of God'5 and do- you fear, that after your de-
parture, grievous wolves will enter in, not sparing
the flock? Do you weep when you remember
Zion? 'Weep not; behold the Lion of the  tribe
of Judah, the root of David haty prevailed.  The
government s upon his' shoulder ; his name is
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, the
everlusting Father, the Prince of Peace; and of the
increase of his government and peace therc shall
be no end, to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth; even for ever.  For God
will save Zion; the sced also of his servants shall
inherit it.

36
+ Ast thou grieved for the uffictions of Joseph, and
saying, by whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small ?
Behold the man whose name is the BRANCH.
He shall build - the temple of  the Loxp, even he
shall build the temple of the Lord ; and he shall
bear. the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his
throne ; and he shall be a pricst upon his  throne,
The pleasure of the Lord shall prosperin hishand ;
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his kingdom shall come, and he must increase.
Behold he bath laid in Zion for a foundation o
stonc, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a surc
foundation; and upon this rock he will build his
church, and the,gates of hell shall not prevail
against it The hands which lid the foundation,
his hands shall also finish it; and he shall feed
the church of God, which he hath purchascd
with his own blood.  He will be unto Zion a wall
of fire round about, and the glory in the midst
of her, and upon al the glory shall be a defence.

7

Glorious things arc spoken of the city of God.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be mov-
ed: God shall help her, and that right early.
There are many adversaries ; many that say, who is
the Lord? we will not have this man to rule overus ;
nevertheless, thecounsel of the Lord that shall stand,
and he will do all his pleasure. He will gather to-
gether his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.  He will say to the north, give
up, and to the south, keep not back; bring my sons.
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iom far, and my daughters from the ends of the
earth; all Israel shall be saved, and the ful-
ness of the Gentiles shall come in. = The stone that
was cut out without hands, shall smite the image,
and become a great mountain, and fill the whole
carth ; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

38,

And now, rejoice inthe Lord, O ye righteous,
for praise is comely for the upright. Bless the
Lord at all times, and let his praise be continually
in your mouth. Ascribe ye greatness unto our God;
saying, with the ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands round about the throne :
‘worthy is the Lamb that was slain to reccive honour,
and riches, and wisdom and strength, and power,
and glory, and blessing. Unto him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

+and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father : to him be glory and dominion for
ever and eyer.—Let this be your song in the house
of your pilgrimage.
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39.

When your warfare is accomplished, and you are
come unto Mount

ion, the heavenly. Jerusalem ;
when you shall be like Jesus, and sc¢ him as he is ;
and that which is perfect is. come, and that which
is in part, be done away ; then, you will cast your
crowns before the throne;, you will sing the song of
Moses and the Lamb, saying, great and marvellous
are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just and truc
are thy ways, thou King of saints : not unto us, O
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory.
Then, and throughout all ages, world without end,
with shoutings you will cry : behold what manner
of love ! grace, grace ¢

40.

Go in peace, and the God of hope ill you with
all joy and peace in believing ; grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ; and wait all the days of your appointed
time until your change come. Let your loins
be girded about, and your lights bumning ; and
ye yourselves like unto mien that wait for their
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Lord. Blessed are those servants whom the Lord,
when he cometh, shall find watching. = Be ye
therefore, ready also. For yet a little while, and
he that shall come, will come, and will not tarry.

Even so. Come, Lord Jesus.
VI THE RESURRECTION.

1
THERE shall be aresurrcction of the dead,
both of the justand the unjust. They that sleep
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever-
Tasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con-
tempt. And the dead, small and great, shall stand
before God. 0

o
1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and
though after my skin, worms destroy this body,

yet in my flesh shall T see God: whom I shall sce

lfor my self, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another.  For the hour is coming, in the which alf
K
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shit are in the graves shall hear the voice of the
“Son of God, and shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna-

tion,

i B

Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and brought
life and immortality to light. Tam, saith the Lord,
sthe resutrection, and the life; he that believeth in
\mé; though he were dedd, yet shall helive; and who-
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Thy dead shall live, together with my. dead body
shall they arise. I will ransom them from the pow-
er of the grave; I will redeem them from death:
O death, I will be thy plague; O gmve, 1 will be
thy destruction.

i a
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable. . But Christ is risen
from the dead, ‘and become the first-fruits of them
that slept.  Chyist the first fruits ; afterward they
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that are Christ’s at his coming. For he mustreign,
till ' her hath'put ‘all enemies underhis feets  The
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. - Then
cometh the end 5 and. there shall be time no longer.

5.

We look from heaven for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ; who shall change our vile body, that it
may. be fashioned like unto his glorious body, ac-
cording to the working whereby heis able cven to
subduc all things unto himself.  For the Lord him-
s, when he'shall come to be glorified in his gaints,
and to be admired in all them that believe 'shall de-
scend from hedven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangely and. with the trump of God; and
the dead in Christ shall tise first. | Then we which
are alive and, remain: shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the. Lord in the
air : and 50 shall we cver be with the Lord,

6.
The heavens shall pass away, the elements shall

“melt with fervent heat, the carth also aud the works
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that are therein shall be burned up. Then shall
the Son of man come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him ; and then shall he sit upon ‘the
thron of his glory. Thousand thousands shall min-
ister unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stand before him ; the judgment sit, and the books
be opened. - The sea shall give up the dead which
were in it, and death and hell shall deliver up the
dead which were in them; and before him shall be
gathered all nations ; and ‘he ‘shall separate them
one from another. Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from
the foundation of the world.  Then shall he say
also to them on his left haid, depart from me, ye

cursed, into cverlasting fire, prepared for the devil

and his angels.  And these shall go away into ever:
Iasting punishment: but the righteous into life
cternal.

7.
Why should it be thought a thing i
that God should raise the dead ? Ts any thing 6o

ble,

T
hard for the Lord ? ~ Hath he said,  and shall he
not do it 2 or; hath he' spoken, andshail ‘he ‘not
make, it good? | With' him is~wisdom and
strength; he! hath-a mighty  arm. Al things ‘are
passible «with God;, whereof he hath given as.
surance unto all men; in that he hath raised Jesus
from the dead ; ‘and he which raised up the Lord
Jesus, shall aise’ up us also by Jesuss Now that
the: dead are raised, even Moses shewéd at the
bush, when' he calleth the ‘Lord the God of Abra:
ham, and the God of Tsaac, and the God of Jucob.
Tor he is not a God of the dead, but of the hvmg
for all live unto him. i
f i iy
8 8. o

Butsome will say, how arcthe dead raised up ?
and with whatbody do' they  come—Giod - giverh
a body as it hath pleased him! It is sown in. cor:
ruption, it is raised in incorruption s it is sown
in dishonour, it is raisedin glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in - power; itissown a nat-
ural body, it is saised a spiritual body- ‘
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9.

“In @ moment, in the  twinkling of an eye, at
the st trump, for the trumpet shall‘ sound,
the dead shill ‘be raised! incorruptible; and we
shall be changed.  For this corruption must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on im.
mortality. So when this corruptible shall have put
on incorruptian; and this mortal shall have’ put. on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the say-
ing that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

10.

O death; where is thy sting ' O grave, where

is thy victory?  the sting of death is 'sin, and the

strength of sin is the law ;. but  thanks be to God,

which giveth us the victory through our* Lord
Jesus Christ. vt

11.

Therefore beloved brethren, be e stedfust, un-
moveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord :
mot in vain i the Lord.

forasmuch as ye know that your libou

A FUNERAL SERVICE,

TO BE READ, OR SPOKEN, AT THE GRAVE.

Batracted from the preceding Meditations.

L

. LORD, thou hast been our dwelling'place
i all -generations.  Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth.
and the world, even from everlusting to cverlasting
thou art God. - Thou turnest man to destruction ;
and sayest, return ye children of men—who know-
cth the power of thine anger? So teach us to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom.

1L
Tknow that I shall be brough to death, and to
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the house appointed for all living.  There the
wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary
be at rest;  the small and great are there; they
lic down alike in the dust, and the worm shall
cover them.—One gencration cometh and another
goeth ; their foundation is in the dust, they are
crushed before the moth.  Death shall feed on
them; and their beauty shall consume in the grave.
«—There is no discharge in that war ; for what man
is he that liveth and shall not sce death? As he
came, naked shall he return, to go as he came,
when he dicth he shall carry. nothing away ; he
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
he can carry nothing out.  His breath goeth forth ;
he gocth down to the grave; he shall retutn  no
more to his house; and the eye of him that hath
seen him, shall sc¢ him no more.~The: dust shall
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall re-
turn unto God who gave it. + All are of the dust,
and all turn to dust again.

buig

“The wages of sin s death, . By onoman sin

x
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entered into the world, and death by sin, and
50 dcath passed upon all men, for that all have
sinnedi® Wz are by nature the children of wrath ;
All- the world is
guilty before. God. The seripture hath concluded
all under sin—The earth is defiled ; cursed is the
ground ;. the whole creation groancth—God spared

dead in. trespasses and  sins.

not the angels. that sinned, but cast them down to
hell - he spared not the old world, but. brought in
the flood upon the ungodly ; and the heavens and
the earth whicl are now, are kept in store, reserv-
ed unto fire, against. the day - of - judgment, and
perdition of ungodly - men.—Thus sin_ bringeth
forth death, and sin hath reigned uato death.

BTV A
Man gocth to his loug bome, and the mourners
go about the strects. . The voice of lamentation
and bitter weeping is heard.—O thou afflicted !

sorrow not as others which have no hope; and say
*As it may frequently be inconvenient to read the whole of

this form, a part of it is printed in itulicks, &nd can be acea-
sionally omitted.

L
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not, my wound is incurable ; I have no comforter.
—You have buried your dead out of your sight,
and you will go to him (#er) he (she) will not
return to you. But the Lorp liveth; he is the
same ; he s a refuge in the day of affliction, and
comforteth, them that are cast down.—Behold he
taketh away, and who shall hinder him? I it not
lawful for him to do what he will with his own 2
Be still then, and know that he is God. Cast thy
burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee.

" He knoweth the way that. you take; and when he
hath tried you, you shall come forth as gold, What
e docth, gou know not now, but you shall know it
hereafter—Wherefore lft up the hands which hang
down, and let not your heart be troubled. Jesus
the Son of God, is able to succour them that are
tempted;+wait therefore on him; and say, it is well.
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away,
blessed be the name of the Lord.

V.
Itis better to go to the house of mourning than
to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all
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men, and the living will lay it to his heart; for
the living know that they shall die—Bchold our
days are as an_ handbredth, and our age is 4s noth-
ing. Thetime is short, and the fashion of this
world passeth away.  What then is a man profit-
ted, if he shall guin the whole world, and loase his
own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul *—Aequaint now thyself therefore with
God, and be at peace.  Search the seriptures, for
they testify of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is all,
and in all.  Christ is the end of the low for righ-
zteousness to every one that believeth. He was made.
acurse for us, and suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God—Repent
ye therefore and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out.  Submit yourselves to the righteous-
ness of God; that being justified by his grace, ye
may be made heirs according to the hope of eter-
nal life s and saved by the washing of regencration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.— Let the wicked.
Sforsake kis way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and
e will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for
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he will abundantly pardon. . Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved—therefore
prepare to meet thy God; and whatsocver thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there
is no. work, nor devise, mor knowledge, nor wis,,
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

VI
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord,
from henceforth; yea saith the spirit, that they
may rest from theic labours ; and their works do
follow them. They have fonghta good fight, they
‘have finished their course, they have kept the faith,

and are more than conquerors through him that
loved them.—Their mourning is endedy-and sor-
row and sighing are fled gway ; they have washed
their robes and made them white i the blood of the
Lamb ; and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes.—Ye therefore, brethren, give diligence
to make your calling and clection sure; and ‘be
not slothful, but followers of them, who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.— By grace
are ye saved, througlh fuith, and that not of your-
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selves, it is the gift of God. Live then by the
Jaith of the Son of God's be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus; and be ye holy in all man-
ner of comversation.—But be not subject to bonduge
through fear of death ; for neither death, nor life,
nor things present, nor things to come, shall be
able. to separate you from the love of God, whick
isyin Christ Jesus our Lord—nd now rejoice in
the Lord, O ye righteous ; for praise is comely
Jfor the upright.. Bless the Lord; who lovedus and
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; and let
this be your song in the house of your pilgrimage.
—When your warfure is accomplished, you will
cast your crowns before the throne and, world
without end, with shoutings cry, grace, grace!
look upy your redemption draweth nigh, for yet a
Tittle while, and he that shall come, will come, and.
will not tarry.

VIL
There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both
of the just and unjust ; fer the hour is coming, in
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the which all that are in the graves shall hear the
voice ‘of the Son of God, and shall come forth ;
they that have donc good, unto the resurrcction of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur-
rection of damnation.—I am, saith the Lord, the
resurrection, and the life : he that believethin me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and who-
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never dic.
T will ransom them from the power of the grave;

T will redeem  them from = death. O death, o

will be thy plagues ; O grave, Iwill be thy des-
truction.—The heavens shall pass away, the elements
shall melt with ferveut heat, the carth also, and the
works that are therein shall be burned up ; and in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall soundy the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed; then shall death be swallowed up in
victory.—O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God, which giveth us the.victory through our

tory 2 The sting of death is sin ;

87

Lord Jesus Christ. ~Therefore, beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in.
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
vour labour is not in vain in the Lord.

87 Someerrours in the foregoing sheets were not noticed-
inproper time, and must be left to the correctionof the in-

dulgent reader. J




PRAYER.

HOLY FATHER, Lord of hewen and ‘earth, our
, our lawgiver, and our King, thou art just in turning
S man to desrieion, and saving 10 the iy chilien
of men, dust are, andgiito dust shall ye retorn. Even
205 Loed, GOMATTIoHelIR: ind. rig hizous are thy judg-
ments ! Tie graves are. ready for us's we hav o
tence of death in ourselves ; and we know thou wilt brlng us to
deaths: But O God of sulvation, let us not die in our si
el g i T it it A oo o MgsaitaR
death o have power on us. There is forgiveness with thee,
that thou mayest be feared ; and the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin. O, for his sake, have mercy upon us,
miserable sinners, and save us.

Zather of mercies, and God of all comfort, have comfassiim
on the mourners. and let their consolation abound. Revive the
apirit of the lumble, bind uf the broken hearted, and make b0 b

oo for them, that they have been afficteds

O Lord, teach transgressors thy ways, and lot. sinners be con-
verted to thee.  Quirken those who are dead i tresanica and
sins. Give them new hearts, and. fiu @ new spirit mlmiu st
Ui let thase of s, who have belicved through pra ealed
it the Foly it of fromise ol o ipaton I,
ereae our faith, give us an assurdnce of hofies and shed abroad

a5 that we may alk in love, and bc
rendered meet 1o be fiartakers of the iuheritance of the saints in
light.

Divine Redeemer, King of kings, and Lord of lords, liave
merey upon the world which licch in wickedness.  Take (o thee

Juds

ace the salvation of our God.
Jast enemy, and let death be swallowed up in vietory.
Hear us, O thou that hearest prayer, and maks us (0 be
i the beloved: AN to e K elersal, immortdl
b e only wise God, Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghost,
be honour and glory, for ever aud ever. Amen.
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