”

st

4

SERA&OBB

- DELIVERED BEFORE THE
4

" NEW-YORK MISSIONARY SOCIETY;

AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 3, 1804,

—i—

BY JOHN H. LIVINGSTON; D.D. S.T.P:

| ~ //
TO WHICH ARE ADDED, v n
AN APPENDIX; .
THE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS,
AND OTHERlPAPERS RELATING TO ’

AMERICAN MISSIONS,

NEW-YORK:
Printed by 7. . SWORDS, No. 160 Pearl-strest,

———

1804.



New-York Missionary Society, April 4, 1804.
REsoLvED,

THAT the thanks of the Society be given to the
Rev. Dr. Livineston, for his Sermon delivered
before them last evening, and that he be requested
to furnish a copy thereof for publication.

Extract from the Minutes.

PETER WILSON, Clerk.



[CNAR RN

e = e,

B

.

~

() e ! ‘ e e
ey (.7'“' C/'f{ tﬁw‘*‘ ¥ 24 a. J SV “{'é.
]

.
Ay . s
- ~,

Y .

1

@l w;"w oyt feg f: cluy

4

s //; N \.

B e 22 v
‘ 3 &2
i -
s
e . »
THE
TRIUMPH :
- ‘ -
- 3
OF TRE s
GOSPEL.. . oo
- .
N ) .
K
»
»
.
¥
‘. )
N . .
- S
.- .
i ’ . .



A SERMON.

REVELATION xiv. 6, 7.

AND I $AW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN'THE MIDST OF HEA-

. VEN, HAVING THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH
UNTO THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AND ToO
EVERY NATION, AND KINDRED, AND TONGUE, AND
PEOPLE, SAYING, WITH A LOUD VoOICE, FEAR Gob, AND
GIVE GLORY TO HIM; FOR THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT
JS COME: AND WORSHIP HIM THAT MADE HEAVEN,
AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF

. WATERS.

THE glory of God, the love of Christ, and the salvation
of sinners, suggest constraining motives for propagating the
Gospel. The command to teack all nations, and the pro-
mise that the word shall not return void, present a warrant
and encouragement to vigorous exertions for converting the
heathen. Christians have always recognized the obligation,
and professed a submission to this duty ; yet they have cri-
minally neglected the means, or ignobly slumbered in the
work. '

In the dark period of ignorance and oppression, when
the Church fled before an implacable enemy, it was impos-
asible to devise liberal plans, or prosecute any benevolent
design for the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom.
Her situation precluded every generous effort. But why,
in more prosperous times, did believers abate in their zeal?
Why, for the space of three centuries, when placed beyond
the reach of persecution, have no strenuous measures been
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“adopted for extending the knowledge of the Saviour? Men,
eminent for their piety and talents, have, in succession, been
raised up in the Church. Many, during this long interval,
have defended the truth, and, by their invaluable writings,
recommended the excellence and power of godliness. Faith-
ful and learned ministers have indefatigably laboured ; and
the Lord hath often sent a plentiful rain, and confirmed Ass
inheritance when it was weary: but still an extensive pro-
mulgation of the Gospel has not been seriously attempted.
Nothing since the primitive ages of Christianity, deserving
the name, has appeared, until the present period.* Now,
at a season the most unpromising, when wars, revolutions,
and confusion prevail; now, when infidelity assumes a for-
midable aspect, increases its votaries, and arrogantly threatens
to crush revealed religion; at this very time, under all these
inauspicious circumstances, see the Church enlarging the
Place of her tent, and stretching forth the curtains of her ka-

- bitation! She breaks forth on the right hand and on the keft,
to inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be in-
habited. 'All who embrace the doctrines of grace, in every
nation, seem inspired with the same spirit. Vast plans are
formed, immense expenses incurred, and the most distant
continents and islands become the objects of attention. 'Now,
the deplorable state of those who dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, and perish for lack of knowledge, excites
compassion. Societies are instituted to facilitate the work ;
and men, zealous and intrepid in the service of their Lord,
readily offer to visit the uttermost ends of the’ earth, and
cheerfully submit to the toils and dangers inseparable from
missionary labours. -

Such views and efforts constitute a distinguished epoch in'
the history of the Church.} Events so singular, and in-
their consequences so interesting, create serious inquiries.
- “The assiduous observer of Divine Providence, losing sight

* See Appendix, note A. $ See Appendix B.
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of subordinate agents, looks up, and asks, What is God
doing? Why are the intricate wheels, which, with respect .
to this important object, have so long seemed stationary, now
put in motion? Is there mothing in the word of God, is
there no promise, no prediction, which will illustrate the
procedure of Providence, and inform his people of the rise
and progress, the source and tendency of this astomshmg
movement? From the prophecies of the Old Testament
respecting the. kingdom of Christ, a satisfactory reply can-
not be obtained. Those prophecies refer chiefly to the be-
ginning or to the conclusion of the Gospel dispensation.
Some were accomplished in the days of the apostles and
their immediate successors. The most of f them look for-
ward to a distant period. Very little concérning the inter-
mediate space; or the train of events which mark the ap-
proach, and are to usher in the glory of the latter days, can
be from them expressly collected.¥* - Our blessed Lord, in
many of his parables, delineates the gradual and extensive
progress of his kingdom. In the Epistles a formidable ad-
versary is mentioned, whom the Lord shall consume with the
breath of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming. But our most decisive information is to be de-
rived from the Arocarvese.t The various vicissitudes
which, in succession, designate the present dispensation of
the Church, and the time when the promises will be fulfilled,
are there more pointedly described than in any other portion
of the sacred scriptures. To a prophecy in this book I have
presumed, my Brethren, upon this occasion, to request your
attention:—a prophecy in which you will find an answer to
your inquiries, and from which it is my design to deduce
a NEW MOT1vE for strenuous and persevenng exertions in
your missionary engagements.

Convinced of the difficulties which unavoidably attend the
explanation of prophecies not yet accomplished, and - per-

- ¥ See Appendix C. t See Appendix D.
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suaded of a prevailing disposition t6 magnify present events;
aware of the propensity which urges to anticipate what is
future, and”sensible of the peculiar circumspection with
which we ought to comment upon the book of Revelation ;
I approach my subject with humility and difidence ; yet not
without hope that the meaning of the Holy Spirit, in the
passage selected for our meditation, is rightly apprehended,
and that something may be adduced for instruction and edi~
fication. Let us endeavour,

I. T4 ascertain the object of this prophecy; and then,

IL. Investigate the period of its accomplishment.

First. To ascertain the object of this prophecy, and de~
termine what event is here predicted, let it be observed, that
in this chapter several distinct visions are recorded, which
follow each other in uminterrupted succession, referring to
events which, in that very order, will be accomplished ; thas
the vision now under consideration is the second, and, int
regard to its meaning and precise object, is uninfluenced by
what precedes or follows.

John once beheld and heard an angel flying through the
wmidst of heaven, saying, with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe
to the inhabiters of the earth!* The characters and scene
now before us are of a different nature : instead of woe and
alarm, they are replete .with glad tidings and consolation.
I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, HAV~
ING THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO THEM
THAT DWELL of THE EARTH. In this text the Aieroghs
phical and alphabetical language both occur. A few symbols
are first introduced, after which an explanation succeeds im
the ordinary style. ,

The sYnBoLs are, heaven, and an angel, bearing a precious
treasure, flying in the midst of heaven, and crying with a
loud voice. HEAVEN is often, throughout the scripture, used
literally to indicate the place of glory, the beatific visiony

* Rev. viii. 13.
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the mansion of the blessed. In the passage before us it is
a symbol, and means the Church under thé New Testament
dispensation. . The midst of heaven, then, is the midst of
the Christian Churches. ANGEL is .an official term: it is
frequently applied to those spiritual and celestial beings who
are sent forth to minister to the heirs of salvation; but the
word expresses not so much the nature as the character and
duty of those who are employed as messengers. It is here
a symbol, and represents. the ministers of the Gospel, the
messengers of the Lord to his people; and means not one
particular minister, but a Gospel ministry in the aggregate.
Of this a satisfactony explanation occurs in the second and
third chapters of this book, where the symbol always refers
to the ministry of the Churches. FLYING is the figure of -
speed. A continued flying indicates an uninterrupted and -
unceasing progress. The LouD voicE expresses earnests
ness, zeal, and authority.
. From the symbolical terms we then collect, that ]ohn fore-
saw a period when a zealous ministry would arise in the -
midst of the Churches, with a new and extraordinary spirit ;
a ministry singular in its views and exertions, and remark-
able for its plans and success; a ministry which would arrest
the public attention, and be a prelude to momentous changes
in the Church and in the world.

The LITERAL explanation removes every doubt respectmg :
the meaning of these symbols. What is the treasure the
angel bears? 'What does he proclaim with so loud a voice? -
To whom is his message directed? Each of these is here
determined. The angel has the everlasting Gospel - to
preach : this is his treasure. He calls to the practice of
the essential duties of true religion, and announces the
hour of God’s _]udgment this is the import of his procla-
mation. He is commissioned to visit every -nation -and

people on the earth: to them his message is directed.—Some

of these articles deserve a minute discussion; but we must
be contented with a few brief observations upon each.
B
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. 1. The GospeL significs good tidings, tidings of great
Jjoy, of salvation for lost sinners, salvation from great misery,
procured by a great price, a great salvation. To PREACH
this Gospel is officially to declare the fact, and authoritatively
to command and persuade sinners to be reconciled to God,
So the celestial angel preached the Gospel to the shepherds
in the field of Bethlehem, when he published the birth of the
Saviour. So the apostolic angels preached the Gospel when
they went forth as ambassadors for Christ, and inculcated re-
pentance and faith. So the ordinary angels of the Churches
have continued in every age to preach the Gospel, as far as
they have faithfully professed and taught the doctrines of
Jesus and his apostles.

This Gospelis here called EVERLASTING, not merely because
it was devised in the etermal counsel of peace between the
Father and the Son, and because it is established by an ever-
lasting covenant, which renders all the benefits well ordered,
sure, and perpetual: but it is thus denominated, with par-
ticular emphasis, in this prophecy, to indicate that the Gos-
pel, which should go forth from the midst of the Churches,
and be sent to all the nations of the earth, would be the
same Gospel which had always been maintained by the faith«
ful followers of the Redeemer; the same Gospel which was
preached before unto Abraham ; the same which all believers
embraced under the Old Testament; the same which the
Apostles preached and the primitive Christians professed j
the same to which the sealed of the Lord bore witness dur-
ing the persecution of antichrist; the same for which the
Churches at the Reformation protested, and which has since,
by many of those Churches, been preserved in its purity.
The very same weapons, and no other, which had' been

mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds here- .

tofore, should now be effectually employed. This ascers

tains that, at the period intended in the vision, the doctrines

of grace would be faithfully preached; that the mission-
aries sent out from the midst of the Churches would be,
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like Barmabas, good men, full of the Holy Ghost-and of faith;
that they would not accommodate their message to the pride
of philosophers, to the prejudice of infidels, or the bxgotry
of idolaters; but honestly, plainly, and boldly preach Christ,
and him crucified; Christ, the way, the truth, and the life, by
whom alone sinners can come to the Father; that, without
flattery or disguise, they would call transgressors to repent-
-ance, and offer a Saviour to the chief of sinmers..

2, To what doth the angel call? What is the import of
his proclamation? In three comprehensive sentences a sum-
mary of the whole is exhibited—Fear God; give glory te
him; and worship him. By the FEAR of God, the whole of
true religion, as it respects principles and practice, is often
expressed ; particularly a veneration for the infinite majesty
of Jehovah, and a holy dread of his judgments. The Lord
is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting King ;
at his wrath the earth shall tremble. Who would not fear
thee, O King of Nations? for to thee doth it appertain. But
the fear partjcularly inculcated by the Gospel is here espe-
cially intended ; not a servile dread, which urges awakened
sinners to despair, and extinguishes devotion; but a holy
reverence, blended with such perfect love as casteth out
slavish fear, The spirit of adoption seals the forgive,
ness of sins—is an earnest of acceptance in the beloved—and
excites in his people a filial fear. There is _forgiveness with
thee, that thou haayest be feared.

GIVE GLORY TO HIM, is added by the angel, as another
comprehensive summary of the Gospel call. In all his divine
attributes God is infinitely glorious. The heavens declare
his glory. The whole earth is full of his glory. All his
werks praise him. He is glorious in his holiness and fearful
in his praises. But in the face of Jesus Christ the glory of
God shines most conspicuously. In the salvation of guilty,
depraved, and helpless transgressors, through the imputed
righteousness of the blessed Immanuel, glory redounds to
God in the highest. The Gospel displays the glory of his
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majesty; and wherever it is rendered the wisdom and
power of God unto salvation, it instructs the redeemed to
give glory unto the Lord.

The angel concludes with the authoritative command,
Worsnir HiM. Revealed religion restores true worship to
the world, directs to the right object, and opens the only
way for sinners to the mercy-seat. It is with peculiar pro-
priety the prophecy mentions, that the worship taught by
the Gospel is the worship of the Creator, who MADE HEAVEN,
AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS, ¥
It inculcates this great truth, that revealed religioni adopts,
confirms, and enjoins the religion of nature; that God, who is
related to us as CREATOR, has revealed himself also in the
new and adorable relation of REDEEMER ; that sinners, there~
fore, who come to the Saviour, come to him who made
them: in worshipping their Redeemer they worship their
Creator. Thy Maker is thy husband. '

This meets the objections of infidelity, and seems to point
to prevailing principles at the time when the event foretold
will be accomplished. The' everlasting Gospel which the
angel proclaims demonstrates the religion of nature, how-
ever perfect in itself, to be inadequate for the salvation of
those who have sinned. It declares the Creator to be a Re-
deemer, and in this relation invites sinners to fear God, to
give him glory, and worship him.

As a motive for preaching the Gospel, and an argument
for its reception, the angel announces that THE HOUR oF
Gon’s JuDGMENT 18 coME. The term judgment, in the
Apocalypse, usually respects the decision of the controversy
which has long subsisted between the world and Jesus
Christ; but it is evident a particular reference is here made
to the judgment to be inflicted upon the nations chargeable
with slaying the witnesses. The nations were angry, and
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they should

® Acts xiv. 15. xvii. 2¢.
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be judged; the time when the dead saints shall be remem-
bered, and the blood of the martyrs, by terrible judgments;
be avenged. This is considered as the commencement of .

that ‘awful decision, the beginning of that series of judg-

ments, which will terminate the controversy between the
Redeemer and his adversaries. To this, in the first instance,
the angel has respect. He calls with a bud voice—the hour
of his judgment is come. Let the nations tremble ; let the
world adore; especially let the Churches hear! The be-
gmnmg of this judgment, the veéry hour of its commence-
ment, is the signal for the angel’s flight, and for extendmg
the Redeemer’s kingdom.

8. To whom is the Gospel to be sent? To whom is the
angel commissioned to carry his treasure? UnTo THEM
THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AND TO EVERY NATION, AND
KINDRED, AND TONGUE, AND PEOPLE. The term EARTH; -
when used figuratively in this book, is a symbol for the' Ro-
man Empire, including the whole extent of the papal hierar-
chy. Commentators, who view it here as a symbol, under--
stand the prophecy as only foretelling the promulgation of
the Gospel in its purity, throughout the bounds of that em-
pire, as it is now divided into different nations, tongues and
people. But the term has a literal meaning, and occurs here
in connection with the alphabetical language : it must, theres
fore, be understood in its literal sense, indicating the whole
globe which we inhabit,- with all the nations and people of
the world. To these, however distant and dispersed, di-
versified in their situation, and differing in their manners
and languages; to all these the angel'bends his course; to all
these he is commissioned to preach the everlasting. Gospel. -

You have the meaning of the prophecy. What was sug-
gested by the hieroglyphic, is illustrated and confirmed by
the alphabetical language.

John saw in vision, that after a lapse of time, a smgular
movement would commence, not in a solitary corner, but
‘in the very midst of the Churches—That the Gospel, in its
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purity, would be sent to the most distant lands, and success
crown the benevolent work. The ordinary exercise of the
ministry, or the feeble attempts which, at different times,
might be made to propagate the Gospel, were not the ob-
ject of this vision. It was something beyond the common
standard, which the apostle beheld with admiration and rap-
ture. It was such preaching and such propagation of the
Gospel as John never before contemplated, There was a
magnitude in the plan, a concurrence of sentiment, a speed
in the execution, a zeal in the efforts, and a prosperity in
the enterprize, which distinguished this from all former
periods,

The event here described comprehends a series of causes
and effects, a succession of means and ends, not to be com«
pleted in a day, or finished by a single exertion. It is re-
presented as a growing and permanent work. It commences
from small beginnings in the midst of the Churches, but it
proceeds, and will increase in going, There are no limitg
to the progress of the angel. From the time he begins to fly
and preach, he will continue to fly and preach until he hag
brought the everlasting Gospel to all nations, and tongues,
and kindred, and people in the earth, Hail, happy period!
hail, cheering prospect! When will that blessed hour
arrive? When will the angel commence his flight? This
leads us, '

Secondly, To investigate the time when this prophecy will
begin to be accomplished,

The whole structure of the vision, the grandeur of the
scene, and the solemn exposition of the symbols, recom-
mend this illustrious prophecy to the peculiar notice of the
Churches; and yet it seems to have been generally neglected
or misrepresented by commentators. It has either been re-
stricted to what happened at the Reformation, or thrown into
the great mass of events which are to take place after the
Millennium has fully commenced. Whereas, upon examina-
tion, it will be found, both from the order of the vision,
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and its express object, that it comprehends something vastly
beyond what was realized at the Reformation. And, so far
from actually belonging to the millennial period, it is only
the appointed means for introducing that state; whatever
may be its progress or consummation, it must, in the
nature of things, begin its operation some considerable time
before the Millennium can commence. Let us impartially -
- examine the subject. )

Prophecy is furnished, like history, with a chronological
calendar; and the predictions, with respect to the time of
their accomplishment, may be referred to three distinct
classes. Some expressly specify the period when the thing
foretold shall take place, and give, either in literal or sym-
bolical numbers, the exact series of years that shall elapse
before the fulfilment. So to Abraham it was said in plain
terms, that four hundred years should pass away before his
posterity would be freed from bondage. So seventy years were
appointed for Judah to remain in captivity. So also seventy
weeks, a symbolical term for four hundred and ninety

' - years, were to intervene between the decree of Artaxerxes

and the death of the Messiah. Other predictions do not
specify any series of years from which a computation can
proceed, but connect the event with something preceding or
subsequent. In such, the key of explanation must be found
in the order of the events. To the third class belong those
prophecies in which no time is mentioned, and no order esta-
blished, but other events are predicted, and declared to be
co-existent. Whenever, therefore, those take place, the
event in question may be expected.

Agreeably to this arrangement, we find the prediction
now under consideration does not belong to the first class.
There is no mention of time, no period named, no number
of years, either symbolical or literal, from which a calcula-
tion can proceed, or any expectation be formed, when the
preaching angel will begim his flight.

~ To the second class it must be attached. To the order of



( 16 )

the event we must be principally indebted for information.
The vision before us is the second recorded in this chapter.
Consistently with an established rule respecting an uninter-
rupted order of prophecies expressing the actual series of
events, the time when the angel will commence his. preach-
ing must be, after what is intended by the first vision, and
before the third. At some period between these two ex-
tremes this prophecy will be accomplished. :

- What was the object of the first vision? If you attend
to the hieroglyphic, and the exposition which follows; espe-
cially when you compare the whole with what is found in the

seventh chapter of this book, you will not hesitate to deter- -

mine, that the great event, which is commonly called the
REFORMATION, was there intended.* This happened in the
beginning of the sixteenth century. The first vision, then,
respeéts an event which we know is accomplished, and has
actually happened about three hundred years ago.

In the third vision the fall of great Babylon is predicted.
By this symbolical name is indisputably intended, the seat
and dominion of that powerful adversary, who for many
ages has opposed the interests of true religion, encroached
upon the prerogatives of Jesus Christ, and persecuted his
faithful followers. The duration of this enemy is limited
to twelve hundred and sixty prophetic Years. Different cal-

culations have been made respecting the time when his reign

actually commenced, which renders it difficult to determine
the precise period of his destruction: but the latest date
which has been, or, indeed, can be, fixed for his rise, ex-
tends his continuance to the year 1999;1 consequently his fall
must, at farthest, be immediately before the year 2000,
when the Millennium will be fully introduced.}

Here, then, we have found two extremes, between which
the prediction in question will be fulfilled. It must be after
the Reformation, and before the fall of antichrist. The

* See Appendix E. % See Appendix F.  } See Appendix G. _

~o—,
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" angel must begin his flight after the year 1500, ahd before
the year 2000. This brings out inquiry within the space¢ of
five hundred years.

These boundaries will be abridged, when we reflect that -
three hundred years have elapsed since the Reformation, and
nothing corresponding to the vision has yet been seen; no-
thing in respect to the universality, the power, and success,
which characterize the preaching of the Gospel described in
the prediction. Much was confedsedly done ; great things
were achieved at the Reformation, But this is another angel
~—this foretells another preachmg, vastly more enlarged and
interesting in its consequences than any thing which hap-
‘pened then, or at any period since. It delineates ah event
which, when estimated in all its concurring circumstances,
cannot fail of establishing the conviction, that it is not yee
fulfiled. Three hundred years have passed away, and in-
stead of increasing, the Church has rather diminished in
purity, in zeal, and in numbers. She has retired, some
steps at least, back into the wilderness again, and doth not
now maintain that eminenee, nor sing with so elevated a
~ note, as when she made her appearance upon Mount Zion
at the Reformation.

We are compelled, therefore, to look forward for the ace
complislment; and are now reduced to the short remaining
space of two hundred years. Within this compass thers
can be no mistake. At some point of time from, and in«
cluding the present day, and before the close of two hundred
years, the angel must begin to fly in the midst of the
Churches, and preach the everlasting Gospel to all nations,
and tongues, and kindred, and people in the earth.

Thus far the prophecy, taken in its connection and order,
has assisted us in our calculation. We shall, perhaps, ap«
proach nearer, if we attend to some momentous EVENTS,
which, from the whole tenor of the prophetic word, we:
know are to happen previous to the Millennium, and, con«
sequently, within two hundred years. If these be such aw

C
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will necessarily require considerable time, and if the évent

in question be inseparably connected with them, and stand .
foremost in the series, we may be enabled, from .them, to-
form a rational conclusion of the probable season when this

will commence. - _

. The events to which we allude are—the punishment of
the nations who aided antichrist in murdering the servants of
God—the conversion of the Jews—the bringing in the ful-.
ness of the Gentiles—and the fall of mystical Babylon.. Whe-.
ther the order of these events will accord to this enumera-.
tion; whether they will begin at once, and move forward to-

gether; or whatever may be the length of time between one

and the other;. our reasoning upon them will not be affected,
since they are all to- be completed within the space of two.
hundred years.

It would lead us too far from the subject immediately be--
fore us, to discuss the several articles we have stated, to.
attempt to demonstrate their certainty, or calculate the pre-.
cise time of their accomplishment; we must here take them
for granted, and content ourselves with little more than nam-
ing them. -

Before we advert, however, to either of these, it may ob-
viate erroneous inferences, and assist in forming a just esti-
mate of the time required for the accomplishment, briefly
to premise—that an inviolable harmony for ever subsists be-
tween every subordinate event and the great eid to which
God has always respect in the administration of his provi-
dence, and nothing is ever admitted to the injury of this
harmony—that the designs of Providence are always exe-
cuted in a way suited to the subjects te which they relate,
and analogous to the usual procedure in similar cases—
that, as the attainment of every end is effected by proper’
means, so the progress which characterizes all the works
of God is gradual; and—that we are not permitted to indulge
in the marvellous, or expect an unnecessary profusion of mira«
gles; where the end can be obtained by the congurrence of.
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“-ordinary ‘causes and effects. These -are maxims - respect«
ing the moral government of God; and in judging of the
manner in which those events will be produced, and conse-
quently, in estimating the space of time required for their.

: completion, are to be particularly recollected.

1. We mentioned the punishment of the nations who azded
antichrist in murdering the servants of God. That the
- blood of the martyrs will be avenged, and . the wrath’ of

God poured out upon the nations who wickedly shed that
blood, is awfully intimated, Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11, and is indis«
putably confirmed by a solemn appeal to the perfections-of
Jehovah. Rev. xvi. 5, 6. = Theu art righteous, O Lord, be~
cause thou hast judged tlm.s' Jor they have shed the blocd of
saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drinks
Jor they are worthy. The tremendous process of this judg.
ment, whenever it opens, may, by various procedures i
Divine Providence, be shortened. The quiver of God is
full of arrows. Yet as these nations perpetrated their
cruelties by violence, as they slew by the sword, it is pros
bable they shall perish with the sword. But, what conflicts;
what revolutions ; what risings of nations, who are to be
the mutual executioners of this terrible sentence, are here
tmplied! - ‘ :
-+ 2. The Jews are to be converted: That ancient and-sin-
gular people have long been dispersed throughout the world,

- without partaking in the government, or mixing in con=
sanguinity with any nation. For many days, indeed, they
have abode without a king, and without a prince, without a
sacrifice,- and without an ephod and teraphim. Excommuni-
cated by their unbelief, wandering and forlorn, they have
long been paying the price of precious blood. Preserved
by a particular providence, and perhaps as numerous as ever,
they continue monuments of the truth of God in his righte-
ous threatenings, and of the severity of his awful justice.
But blessings and honour are in store for that people. They,
are destined to become equal monuments of the faithfulness
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of God to his promises, and of the riches of his sovereign
grace, The residue of the spirit is with him, and he will
breathe upon these slain, that they may live. God is able to
graff them in agein, and has declared he will do it. A%
Jsrael shall be saved. The Jews will assuredly be converted,
and with raptures of faith and love, hail the adorable Jesus
as the true Messiah, their Lord and our Lord, their King
and our King. To their own land they will also again re-
turn, ‘and flourish there, nat under the former theocracy,
which was blended with rituals now abolished, but under
a government adapted to their new and exalted condition.%.
The Lord will rejoice over them to build them up, and do
them goad, and showers of blessings shall deacend upon them..
« There they will constitute the centre, the most distinguished
and dignified point to which the whole Christian Church,
throughout the world, will stand related. But to effect all
this, admitting the miraculous interposition of divime grace
and power, what instruction, what arrangements, what as-
sistance from other nations, what journeyings, what con<
curring providences, must here cambine } :

. 8, The fulness of the Gentiles is ta be brought into the:
Church, If the casting away ¢f the Fews be the reconciling:
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but kfe from
she dead? Millions have already béen gathered from the
pations ; yet these are only the first fruit, an handful, com«
pared to the harvest which shall shake Like Lebanon. But
whatmemandends,whatcausesapdeﬂ'eots whata

® God brought them out of Egypt; he restored them from Chaldeay
and he will again display the riches of his grace, his truth, and power,
by gathering them, at the appointed time, from their wide dispersions.
'ben the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee,
adwiﬂnmdgatbatbeeﬁomaﬂtbemwhtbertfelordtlgy God
bath scattered thee. {f‘wyg‘!bznkmmwrkmumg‘
deaven, from thence will the Lord thy Goa'gatbertbee. and from thence will
Be fetch thee ; and the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fa-
thers possessed, emd thou shalt possese it; and be will do thee good. Deut,
3,45
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_fraln of events are comprized in the conversion of ﬂio

world to the obedience of Christ! What prejudices must .
be conquered, what old foundations razed, what new strucs
tures erected! The nations must be taught before they can
believe or will submit. How shall they call on him in
whom they have not bekieved ? and how shallthey believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without q preacher? and how shall they preach except they be
sent? It required forty years to preach the Gospel at
first throughout the Roman Empire; and it was three
hundred and twenty-five years before the Christian re-
ligion publicly triumphed over Pagen idolatry. Should the
game Divine Power, the same effusion of the Holy Spiris, -
gven in a more ample measure, be afforded ; should Pemte-
cost seasons be frequently repeated, and the wor# be cut short,
still 2 number of years must necessarily elapse in accomplishe
ing this blessed purpose. Scattered over every continent
and island between the distant poles; many of the nations. -
uncivilized, depressed in savage ignorance, and degraded
in brutal manners ; and every carnal mind, in all the nations,
at enmity against God, and opposed to the Gospel; what.
materials, what a field, from which to gather so nch a har-
yest! :
4. The destruction qf antzclmst, or the fall of myst:cﬂ
Babylon, was the last thing mentioned. This adversary will:
certainly be brought down. There shall be nothing left to
hurt nor destroy in all the holy mountain. Whatever opposes
the interests of true religion, in the establishment of any State
pr Church, will be prostrated. Ecclesiastical dignitaries,
spiritual lords, and all the pageantry of the hierarchy, in'its-
various modifications, which have debased the Gospel, and:
mmorphopedthehngdomofChnstwakmgdmnof this:
world, will be finally trampled in the dust, and despised-
by Christians. Antichrist is to be consumed by the Spirit of
the mouth of the Lord. This consumption began at the Re-:
formation, and will i increase in the same degree in which the-
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everlasting Gospel is preached with success. But his final
" destruction will be by judgments, not of correction, but of
~ extermination. Every thing in that system is branded with
- perdition. This is the fatal mark which God has fixed upon

antichrist. To the expulsion of whatever offends within the

pale of the visible Church, must be annexed the removal of
every obstacle which has hitherto prevented the promulgation

and prosperity of the Gospel. When the principal enemy,

who fixed his seat at Rome, is destroyed, the eastern antichrist

will also be demolished. The powers which support the deh-

sion of Mahomet, with every thing that militates against re-

vealed religion, and the worship of God the Redeemer,

throughout the whole earth, shall be overthrown.

What changes in the moral world, what revolutions in
the civil, are impending! Attend to each of the enume-
rated articles; estimate their magnitude ; recollect the
maxims respecting the procedure of Divine Providence;
and then determine, whether two hundred years are not a
short space for the consummation of such events? and, if the
extensive propagation of the Gospel is to precede the con-
version of the Jews, the bringing in of the fulness of the
Gentiles, and the destruction of antichrist, say, whether we -
may not indulge the expectation, that it will soon commence;
if it be not alreadybegun? We conclude, without hesitation,
that the Churches are authorised to hope that ke vision shall
quickly speak. It will surely come, it will not tarry.

With this conclusion, if, now, we compare existing facts;
if we view the missionary spirit which has suddenly per-
vaded the Churches, and estimate the efforts lately made,
and still making, for sending the Gospel to those who know
not the precious name of Jesus, and "are perishing in their
sins; do we not discover a striking resemblance of what the
vision describes? may we not exclaim, Behold the angel!
his flight is begun!

~ Here our inquiries might rest ; yet as this prediction may
" be comprized also under the third class of prophecies,- and
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receives additional light from the rules of explication respect«

ing co-existing events, we must, in justice to the subject,l
briefly attend to. what can be obtained from that source,
The hour of God’s judgment, we have already seen, is men.
tioned as the very hour. when the angel begins to fly. This
is a part of his proclamation. Upon this his commission to
go forth is expressly sanctioned. To the three other great

events which are to happen, the extensive preaching of the
Gospel must, in the nature of things, be antecedent, as
means to effect those ends; but with the first mentioned it
is.to be coetaneous. When that begins, this will also com=
mence.

What we are to understand by this judgment of God has.
been explained, and we are assured that, sooner or later——
but we recoil at the exposition, and proceed with reluctance
upon a subject which excites such sympathy, such sen-
sibility, so much pain. Yet faithfulness renders it incumbent,
to say—We are assured that, soomer or later, it will cer-
tainly be inflicted upon the nations, in their mnational ca-
pacity, who are chargeable with the murder of the saints.
The justice and dignity of the moral government; the ve-
racity of God in fulfilling what he has so repeatedly declared
in his word ; a vindication of the insulted honour of the Sa-
viour; and his love to his people and cause; all conspire to
render this dispensation inevitable. The debt must be paid.
The voice of blood will be heard. Believers who reside in
those nations, and dread the scene, might as well pray that
the Lord would not be revealed in flaming fire to take ven~.
geance upon them that know not God, and obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Fesus Christ; or, that the elements might be
preserved from melting with fervent heat, and the world ex-
empted from final conflagration; as to pray that the precious
blood of the saints should not be avenged. The righteous -
may protect the wicked, and, in the ordinary procedures of
Providence, avert impending destruction for a time; but-
although Neak, Daniel and job were there, when this hour
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&f retribution arrives, they could procure no longer forbear
. ance. Conformably to this, his people are not exhorted to
. pray against the approaching calamity, but to submit in faith

and hope ; and when the awful season shall arrive, to fly to
. their chambers and hide themselves. They shall be safely

protected. The Lord knoweth how to deliver his children;

and will, as when Jerusalem was destroyed, provide some

Pella for them. Whm he maketh inguisition for blood, he re-

membereth them : he jbrgetteth not the ery of the humble,

But when will God perform this strange work? Ah,
perhaps it is already begun!* What are the singular, what
the desolating scenes which have opened, and are still enlarg-
ing in prospect? Why are convulsed nations rising in a new
and terrific form to exterminate each other? Are these the

, beginnings of sorrows? Are these the first movements for
avenging the Saviour’s cause? Is God now coming out of
his place to judge the earth, to judge that portion of the
-world which assisted the beast in slaying the witnesses?
Must the blood, so long covered and forgotten by men,
‘mow come in remembrance, and be disclosed! Must this
generation——we forbear. Judge ye. But, be assured,
that if this york be begun, or whenever it doth begin, at that
very hour the angel will begin to fly. When Zion sings of
judgment, she always sings of mercy.

Let this suffice. You have attended to the prophecy, and
estimated, the period of its accomplishment. You have com-
pared existing facts with the prediction, and drawn a conclu«

..sion. Do you now call, Watchman, what of the night? Watch-
man, what of the night ? The watchman saith, the morn-
ing cometh, and alsa the night. Clouds and darkness still
remain, and the gloom may even thicken at its close ; but
the rising dawn will soon dispel the shades, and shine more
and more unto the perfect doy. THE MOBRNING COMETH!

? See Appendix H.
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FROM  the numerous reflections suggested by this subs
ject, the limits  of our discourse perm:t us to select only a
few.

" 1. How MYSTERIOUS are the ways of God! His way is-in
the sea, his path in the great waters, and his footsteps are -
not.knoum. The time which elapsed before. the birth of the
Messiah ; the narrow boundari¢s within which the Church
was circumscribed during the dispénsation of the Old Testa«
ment ; the sufferings which overwhelmed her ‘immediately
after the primitive ages of Christianity; and the small pros
gress of truth- and righteousness for so many centuries to
the present day, are all, to us, mysterious and inexplicables
What difficulti¢s hold us in suspense! How many inquifies
arise! . If the everlasting Gospel is to be preached to the
whole world, why are the nations permitted to remain so
long in ignorance and wickedness? If the heathen be given
to the Lord Jesus, why doth he delay to take possession of

" them? why a discrimination? why——But, O man, who art
thou that repliest ugainst God?  Shall the thing formed say tg

© him that formed'it, Why hast thou made me this? Can any
say unto him, What dost thou? Say rather, O the depsh of

_the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Gods how un«
searchable are his judgments, -dnd his ways past finding outl
Even §o, Father; for so it seemed good- in thy sight! . -

Delays have tried the faith and patience of the saints;
and scoffers, seizing the occasion, have dared to'demand,
Where is the promise of his coming? But darkiess will be
succeeded: by light, perplexing difficulties all be solved, and
apparent confusion terminate ‘in perfect order. _Zion shall,
before long, cease to complain, that Aer Lord hath forgdtten
her ; and as for the wicked, they may suppréss their blas
phemies. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise.
Behold the day cometh, too. soon for them, the day cometh
that shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, yeay and all that
do wickedly, shall be stybble. God will vindicate his ways,

D
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and display the harmony which has for ever subsisted be-
tween his' providence and promises. The period is ap~
proaching that will abundanmtly compemsate for the severest
trials and the lonigest delays ;% a period when the Redeemer’s

kingdom ont earth will perfectly correspond to the sublimest

- descriptions of its extent and glory. The Lord reigneth, let
the earth rejoice. He will make crooked things straight, and
darkness light. As for God, his way is perfect.

-. 2, The MAGNITUDE of this event next arrests our atten-
tion, Vast it its nature and consequences, it involves res
wovations In the moral world more extensive and stupendous
than any hitherto experienced ; it implicates radical changes
in the mamners and customs of mankind ; and even come-
preliepds revolutions in the principles and administration of
civil government, which surpass the power of anticipation.
But vast and difficult as these may appear, there is nothing
in their rise, their progress, or their consummation, that im«
plies a contradiction. In the physical order of things the
event.is possible ; agreeably to the moral system it can be
effected ; and it certainly is most desirable and devoutly to

" be wishtd. . When all ‘nations receive the Gospel, and be~
“tomie real Christians; when men of every rank, from the
leass 1o the greatest, shall know the Lord, avd devote thems
stlves to the service of their Redeemer, then all'will ‘be
happy. ‘'Individuals will be happy, society will be happy,
amd ‘peace, joy, and holiness prevail throughout the. whole
garth> This is the manifestation for which the world is
wiiting.. The creation, groaning under the complieated
imiseries introduced by sin, will then obtain the deliverance
for which it has been 50 long in travail.

. ¢ “Alarmed at the prospect, infidels raise formidable objec~
tions, and, with mfernal malignity, ridicule the hope of be«
Kevers. Al things, say they, all things continue. as they
were from the beginning of the creation; and all things will
"} N - o . .

* See Appendix I

¢
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Jor-ever 8o remain. Nothing tanproduce the m;ghtygh@‘;
you Christians contemplate. You cherish fictions, chimerdp,
‘and dreams. You draw Elysian scenes which will never be
realized. What! convince the ferocious followers of - May
homet that their prophet was an impostor, their. Alcarap
a rhapsody! persuade the Chinese to abanden their amw
cient habits! induce the myriads in India to demolish theig
pagodas, and erect temaples to-Jesus Christ! curb the roving
Tartars! elevate the grovelling Africans! -or tame. the say
vages of America! How can these things be?- Not by
human might or power, we reply, We: know, more than
“infidels can inform us, of the stupendous heights and horgd
wbysses over which the promise has to pass ; but nepe of
these things move us. Were it to be accoraplished by man;
wrere ‘the subtle counse}s of the wise, or the nerved arm of
the hero reqmred the -afllicting consequences, in-thejr
fullest latitude, would readily be ‘admitted. . But it is:thg
work of God. This answers all guestipms—~this silonceg
every cavil, Is any thing.teo hard for him hat sitteth upon
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are ug
grasshoppers? Are not all things possible ‘with him whe
doth according to his will inthe army of heaven and among
2he inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay m;mdz
Has the glorified Mediator all power given to him in heaven
and in earth to accomplish this yery event, and can the faith
of his people be chimerical 2 Are their hopes to he ridiculed }
Great as it may be, it is not too great for him to perform,
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill, shali
“be made lyw; and the crooked shall be made straight; and
the rough places plain: and the glory of the Lord shall be ree
wealed, and ali flesh shall see it together Jor the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it.
8.. The cerTaINTY Of the acdompl:shment aﬁ'ords a mx;-.
soling reflection. This is implied in what has already been
. said ; but it deserves a more distinct consideration. Chris~
tians are not chargeable with enthusiasm when they believe
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‘the promises of God will be fulfilled. - They follow no cun-
ningly devised fables when they make dnown the power and

eoming of the Lord Fesus Christ. They speak the words of

truth and soberness, when they say, the everlasting Gospel
will be successfully preached to all them that dwell on the
- earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tangue, and peos
ple;  Always ready to give a reason of the hope that is in
them, in regard to their own salvation, ‘they are equally pre.
pered to vindicate their expectation respecting the ‘enlarge-
ment of their Redeemer’s kingdom in the world.

The truth of God is pledged to accomplish his word.
Nothing ean possibly intervene to change his plan. Nothing
¢an arise to frustrate his purpose. The Lord has faithfully
executed all he promised, in the proper season, from the begin-
ning of the world; and will he not perfect what yet remaineth?
. Afker preserving his Church under the wasting persecutions®*
of imperial Rome, and the execrable fury of Rome papal ;
after hiding her in the wilderness, and nourishing her so
Yong in her adversity; will he not bring her forth to public

view in the beauties of holiness, fair as the moon, clear as the

sun, and terrible as an army with banners ? As 1 live, saith the
Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all as with an
ornament, and bind them on thee as a bride doth: I will con«
fend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy
children: all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour
and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Facob.

- It is right and proper that Jesus Christ should reign over
ihe ‘whole world, and that a// nations should serve him. Is
he not warthy, the Sceptre of whase kingdom is a Sceptre of
righteousness, to be the King of Kings and Lord of Lords ?
Is he constituted the heir of the world, and shall he not, in
due season, possess his'inheritance? Hath he shed his pre-
cious -blood upon this earth, and is it not reasonable and fit
that the theatre of his deep humiliation should become alse

* See Appendix K. -
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the theatre of his exalted authority, power and grace? ' Has
the heel of the Saviour been bruised to the utmost extent.
of the sentence, and will not the head of the serpent be
broken in the fullest import of the promise? Are the chil
dren of God instructed to plead, that his kingdom may
tome; and will:not their heavenly Father answer the inces-
sant prayers, which, for many ages, have addressed his
throne? Shall not God avenge his own elect which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? Itell
you, that he will avenge them. speedily. The kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
hedven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey him. The kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Remove the dias
dem and take offf the crown. I will overturn, overturn, over-
¢urn it, and it shall be no more, until he come WHOSE RIGHT
1T 185 and I will give it him.
. - Before the Messiah came, his people were wearied with
waiting. Many conjectures and errors prevailed among the
Jews in their calculations and expectations. But seasons,
and years, and ages revolved; and changes and revolutions
in the nations and kingdoms of the earth succeeded; until
the fulness of time arrived, and then the Saviour was born,
So among Christians, there may be misapprehensions con-
cerning the nature and extent of the blessings promised to
the Church ; erroneous conclusions may be formed respecting
. 'the time when the happy period we contemplate will com-
'mence; but, in the end, the vision shall speak. Seasons, and
years, and ages will revolve; and changes and revolutions
in the nations and kingdoms of the earth succeed, until the
day dawns and the day-star arises, and then the dominion,
and glory, and kingdom, shall be given to him, that all people,
nations and languages shall serve him. Nothing on the part
of sinners prevented his coming in the flesh; and all the ig-
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morance of mankind, the prejudice of unbelief, the malicy
of infidelity, and the combined powers of earth and hell,
will not delay his coming, with his Gospel and Spirit, agrees
ably to his promise, God is not a man, that he should ke,
neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said,
and shall he not do it ? or hath he spoken, and shall -he net
make it good? Ithe Lord will hasten it in his time,

Come, let us walk about Zion and go round ebout her, let
us tell the towers theregf and mark well her bulwarks. The
Church, from the beginning, had been greatly circumscribed,
and was still a small flock when our Lord was upon earth,
It has continued comparatively small for many centuries, angt
few have even hitherto entered in at the straight gate, con-
trasted with the multitude who choose the broad way zhat
leadeth to destruction. But glorious things are spoken of v
city of God. The interests of religion shall not always be
thus depressed. The Church of Christ will emerge from
obscurity, and the number of his followers not be small,
Nothing is more certain, than that God has promised a great
enlargement of the kingdom of the Redeemer in this world,
with abundant communications of his spirit and presence,
In the most unequivocal language it is foretold, that all peos
ple and nations throughout the whole earth shall be mstructed
in the true religion, and brought into the Church of God,
Al dominions shall serve and ebey him, Al nations shall serve
him. Al nations shall call him blessed, In him shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed. He will destroy the covering
cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations,
All flesh shall see the salvation of the Lord., Unts him shall
all flesh come. - The earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the seas, In this the promises
of the Old as well as of the New Testament completely
harmonize. They all establish the desirable fact, that g
period will most assuredly arrive, when there shall not be
one nation in the world which shall not embrace the
Christian religion.  The nation and- kingdom which- shall nat

&
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evrve thee shall perish, yea, ‘these nations shall- be utterly
wasted.

.. A time will therefore come when the knowledge of the
tmthA shall universally prevail, and holiness shall characterizé
the world : a time when the Church shall be known and ac-
knowledged to be but one, a dignified and excellent society,
connected in the most perfect order, and shining in the light
of the Sun of Righteousness: a time when the world shall
be delivered from the evils and calamities under which it has
80 long groaned, and the blessing of God the Redeemer be
upon all the families of the earth. Then the wilderness and
the sokitary place shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice and
blossom as the rose. Then let the wilderness and the cities
&ft up their voices; let the villages, the inhabitants of the
vock, sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains, let
them give glory unto the Lord, and dec]are his praise in the
ulandv ’

* These promises have not yet been fulﬁlled There has
mever been any propagation of true religion that corresponds
to the universality indicated in the promises. Where the
word and ordinances have been hitherto known and enjoyed,
their blessed influence upon the hearts and conduct of men
has not been thus powerfully experienced. And countless
inillions, throughout the earth, have never heand that there
is a Saviour. - :

. To the fulfilment of these promises, it is'necessary that
the Gospel be sent to every nation in the world. The
preached word is the established mean for converting sin-
ners, and without the mean the end will not be obtained.
The preaching of -the cross is unto them which are saved the
power of God. - It hath pleased him, by the foolishness of
preaching, to save them that believe. If, therefore, the bles-
sings promised are to be conferred, there will also come a
time when God will send his everlasting Gospel to every
people, tongue, and kindred in the earth. This time, we
believe, is arrived. Tle present exsrtions in the Churches,
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we are persuaded, are the first stirtings, the gradual : be-
ginnings for accomplishing that great end.

Eventful period! a time replete with occurrences of the
highest importance to the world! Long lives for many ge-
nerations have passed in uniform succession, and men' have
grown old without witnessing any remarkable deviation from
the ordinary course of . Providence. But now a new era is
commencing. The close of the last, and the opening of the
present century, exhibit strange and astonishing things:
Principles and achievements, revolutions and designs, events
uncommon and portentous, in rapid succession, arrest our
attention, Each year, each day, is pregnant with something
great, and all human calculations are set at defiance. The
infidel, with his impious philosophy, stands aghast, and,
destitute of resources, with trembling forebodings, wonders
how and where the perplexed scene will end; whilst the
Christian, instructed by the word and spirit of his Saviour,
calmly views the turning of the dreadful wheels, and knows
which way they proceed. Strengthened by divine grace, he
stands undaunted in the mighty commotion, and looks up, re-

 joicing that his prayers are heard, and that his redemption
draweth nigh.

4. How influential the MoTIVE suggested by this predics
tion to engage in strenuous exertions to propagate the Gospell
how forcible the argument to persevere in the benevolent
work! When Daniel understood by books the number of
years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Feremiah the
prophet, his attention was fixed ; his affections were raised ;
and it operated as a motive to intercede for the accomplish-
ment of the prophecy; agreeably to the maxim, that God

“will be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them:.
The pious captives, anxiously waiting for their restoration,
were, no doubt, instructed by Daniel, and joined with him
in supplicating the throne of grace. The word passed ra-
pidly among the scattered families, and they gladly prepared
for the impending change. It is supposed that Daniel, who,
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from his formier station at the, king’s court, might easily obs
tain access to Cyrus, communicated to that prince, with suit~
able and successful arguments, the part assigned in prophecy
for him to fulfil.* In this way the prophet was instrumental
in Givine Providence to, bring forward the completion of
the promise. He united exertions with his prayers. He
felt the influence of the motive: and the grace which was
bestowed upon him was not in vain.

. In like manner, let Christians now be wise; and receive
instruction.  2e, Brethren, are net in darkness that that day
should overtake you as.a thief. Ye are all the children of light,
and the children of the day ; we are not of the night nor of
darkness, therefore let us not sleep as do others, but let us
awvdtch and be sober. It is time for the wise virgins who have
slumbered o arise and trim their lamps. The cry is made,
BenoLp THE BRIDEGRoOM comeTH! he cometh to send

his Gospel abroad, and bless the world with his truth and

righteousness.

It is an honour to be employed in the service of the Re-
deemer. 1had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my
God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. It is a privi-
lege to be labourers together with God. Itis a pleasant work,

0 go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the house,

.

* Something similar to what is here suggested- did actually happen with
Alexander the Great, to whom the high priest Jaddus ¢ showed thie book
of the prophet Daniel, and in it the prediction of the overthrow of the

-Persian Empire by a certain Grecian king, whom Alexander interpreted to
be himself. Pleased with this reflection, he offered to grant the people any
request they should desire of him by their high priest.” And as he had

- declared to Parmenio, * he made no doubt of gairting his point, in all his

andertakings, to his vtmost wish, ag he made war under the direction of
that Supreme Being, to whom, in the person of his high priest, he paid
adoration.” The whole account of this remarkable occurrence is worthy
of notice. . It was a singular interposition of Divine Providence in favour
of the Jews, while they were under the government and protection of
the theocracy.—~See¢ Josephus's ¢ Antiquities of the Jews,” book xi
chap 8.

’
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when we are convinced the time is come, and the Lord saith,
e will take pleasure in it, and will be glorified.
Every motive which stimulates to vigorous efforts m pro«
pagating the Gospel, derives additional force and energy
from this word of piophecy. Is the glory of God an im-
pressive argument? Attend to the prediction before us, and
be encouraged’ to hope, that God, who hath glorified his
holy name, will soon glrify it again. He will make him-
gelf known throughout the whole earth, not only in his di-
Vvine perfections, as the one only true God, but in the ador-
able manner of his existence, as Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost ; and will be worshipped every where in the blessed
telation of REDEEMER as well as Creator.—Doth the love of
Christ constrain? Have you cfowned him with your hos
mage, and often grieved at the contempt cast upon his pre«
¢ious name and cause? See what is doing in the Churches!
To hit every knee will bow; the Most Mighty is girding his
sword upon his thigh; the arm of the Lord will awdke as in
the anciens days, in the generations of old ; and the pesple shall
Joll ander him. His name shall endure for ever.—Are you
affected with the deplorable condition of. the greatest part of
the world, which lieth in ignorance and wickedness? Behold
the everlasting Gospel is going forth to every tongue, and'
kindred, and nation, and shall universally prevail: Yet &
little while, and the people that walk in darkness will see
& great light, and upon thein that dwek in the ltend of the
shadow of death will the light shine.~—Allk the precepts
"which are our warrant to engage in this work; all the
promises which are our encouragement to persevere with
firmness, receive new weight and influence. While we are
musing upon the prediction before us, our hearts are hot .
within us ; the fire burns ; zeal kindles to a flame ; we glow
with ardour to perform our part, and assist the flight of the
preaching angel. We live to see the dawn; we long to see
the day. We witness at least the beginnings of what many
prophets and righteous men have desired to see, and have not
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spen them. For those of us who are advanced in ygax}, let
this sufice. We now can depart in peace. We ghall hear
of the accomplishment, and join with those who rejoice ip
heaven, over sinners who are converted. But you, my younger
Brethren, indulge the pleasant view, and enter with vigour
into the labours.before you. Lift up your eyes, and lpok on
the fields, for they are white already tg harvest, Go on and
prasper in your work, Derive wisdom, strength, and grace
from your exalted Jesus. Be of good courage, and behave
valiantly. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit ye Jike men,
be strong, The Lord will go before you, and the God of Lrae
will be your rereward.

5. Let M18810NARY 80CIETIES ascend the prophetic mount,
and enjoy the vast prospect laid open to their view, Leg
them appreciate as they ought, the eminent station assigned
them by their Saviour, and obtain grace te be found faithful,
They are employed by him, in the midst of the Churches,
to accomplish his blessed purposes, and fulfil his word. By
their agency the preaching angel commences his flight, and
through their instrumentality the treasure of the Gospel will
be brought to all the nations of the earth, By such associar
tions and efforts it might be expected the scene would open,
Not by might nor by power, not from carnal policy, or by the
combination and support of civil rulers, but by the Spirit of
the Lord, exciting his ministers and people, from the purest
principles, to execute the mystery of his will. The hearts -
of all men are in his hand. He can gird and counse] those
whom he honours with his service, to perform any thing he
pleaseth, Missionary societies are, therefore, to be consis
dered as ministering servants, employed in a work well pleas~
ing to God; and deserving, while they faithfully persevere,
the esteem and affection of all good men,

Be not discoyraged, my Brethren, when you inquire,
Whom shall we send, and who will go for us? The Lord can
provide instruments for his own work. Pray ye, therefore,
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send Jorth labourers inte
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his harvest. He will hear your prayers, and raise up mission-
aries. But with your prayers unite the means for obtaining
suitable characters. Reflect seriously whether it would not
be advisable to institute a THEOLOGICAL ScHooL, for the
express purpose of instructipg and preparing pious young
men for this arduous service¥—whether such an institution
would not probably stimulate some to offer themselves; and
certainly produce the highest assurance, that the angels who
go out from-the midst of the Churches are well established
in the truth, and will carry the everlasting Gospel in its purity
abroad. If this be acceptable te the Lord, he will incliné
the hearts of his people to assist you.” The earth also shall
. help the woman. To accomplish this measure, the respective
societies in America might correspond upon the subject, and,
after due consultation, mutually adopt such plans as might
be judged the most practicable and best calculated to answer
the important object in view. To him that knoweth to do
good,- and doeth it not, to Ium it is sm.——The Kzng s busmeas
requireth haste.

- We, my Brethren, were not the first who engaged in this
benevolent design; but we stand foremost in our opportuni-
ties for usefulness and access to the heathen. Our Brethren
in Europe have achieved great things. Involved in compli-
cated troubles, and the field of their labours at an immense
distance from them, they have, notwithstanding, formed no-
ble designs, and executed them with astonishing promptitude
and success. ‘Our situation is happily the reverse. We eny
joy tranquillity and rest. There is not a naticn at present on
earth permitted to threaten or disturb our repose. Our bor.

* Similar institutions were formed even by the Roman pontiffs; and af-
terwards, in Holland, the Reforined Church paid attention to this object.
Some professers of theology were eminently useful in preparing mission-
aries for foreign pars, especially for the Indies. In Rotterdam there is
now something of this kind, to which many of those who are sent out by
the Netherland Missionary Society repair, for one or two years, previous to
their missions. Also at Gasport, in England, under the direction of the
Rev. Mr. BoGrE.
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_dérs are extensively enlarged; and the heathen to whom the
Cospel, in the first instance, is to be sent, are near at hand.
Already we have found a door of entrance opened, and the
neighbouring tribes are becoming friendly to missions: they
stretch out the imploring hand; they cry with affecting im-
portunity, Come over and help us! ~This is not merely the
language of their real necessity; it has been expressed by

" their chiefs, with an earnestness and solemnity which evinced
their esteem for the Gospel. Should success not always at= -
tend your efforts, be not, my Brethren, discouraged.. Wait -
patiently for the precious fruit. The apostles themselves
were not always prosperous in every place; nor did the seed
sown immediately spring up. Only be faithful ; look to your
divine Master for direction, depend upon his grace, and
leave the issue to him. Be assured your labour shall not be
in vain. Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be esta-
blished ; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

But recollect the work in which we are engaged mvolves
great and unavoidable expenses. The maintaining of mis-
_sionaries ; the erecting and supporting schools among the
savages ; and many necessary contingent charges, amount to
a considerable sum. Without any fund prepared for theseg
purposes, we depend chiefly upon the contribution of mem-
bers, and the collections made at our monthly and anniver-
sary meetings. - It is incumbent, therefore, upon me, to re-
mind you of this before we close. To attain the end we
must attend to the means. ' ’

Every motive which urges to propagate the Gospel is an
argument to excite to extensive liberality. The heathen, in
whose behalf I solicit your benevolence, are poor; in every
sense of the word, they are poor indeed. In what way can
charity be better bestowed? To what higher purpose can
you employ your property? What object so affecting to a
sympathising heart? What design so interesting to an in-
formed and pious mind? It is a branch of that love which ,
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is due to your neighbour; it is an expression of that homags
you owe your Redeemer. To him, if you have experienced
the power of divine grace, you have devoted your persons

" and all you possess. The silver is his, and the gald is his,
To promote his gracious designs of restoring peace, holiness,
and happiness to a miserable world, lt all that be round about
him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.

When Christians of every denomination shall obtain more
information upon the subject of missions, and rightly estis
mate the importance of the weork, they will consider it g
duty and privilege to become members of societies formed
upon principles so disinterested and excellent.* Where such
societies exist, they will gladly join them; and in districts
where none have yet been established, they will heartily
'unite to form similar institutions. None were ever injured
by serving the divine Redeemer. ‘The Churches which exert
themselves to send his Gaspel to the perishing heathen, may
hope ta see his power and glory in the sanctuary, as the gra-
cious fruit of their prayers and labours.

- When Christians learn to compare the providence of God
with the word of his prophecy, and see the completion of the
promises approaching, they will gladly open their treasures,
and present their gifts unto Jesus. When they believe that
his voice, which shook the earth, will once more shake not the
earth only, but also the heaven; that the world and the Church

may be prepared, in its fullest extent, to receive a kingdom

" which cannat be moved; they will not refuse nor turn away
Jrom him that speaketh from heaven: they will esteem Zion
‘their chief joy, and favour the dust thereof —HR THAT
HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE Srmn' SAITH
o~To THE CHURCHES.

And now, my Brethren, despise not the day of small things;

complain not that you have laboured in vain, gnd spent your

* See Appendix L.
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strength for noughe: for yet a little while, and you or your
children shall see, and hear of greater things than these.
The Lord will show thee great and mighty things which thou
#nowest not. The voice of the trumpet will sound hng,
and wax louder and louder. You will hear of judgments
which shall make the ears to tingle; and of mercies you will
also hear; for, from the uttermost parts of the earth we shall
hear songs, even glory to the righteous.

The Church of Christ, we trust, hath survived her worst
days ;* or if conflicts sharp and severe should still be in re.
serve, we may assuredly consider the present efforts to pro~
pagate the Gospel as a precious token for good. It is an
earnest of the revival of religion at home, and a pledge of
salvation to perishing heathen abroad. Who that sympa-
thises with the miseries of the human family, can fail to re-
joice in observing the people of the Lord, of different deno-
minations, uniting their counsels and exertions in this bene~
volent work! Who that can estimate the necessity and ex-
cellence of the doctrines of grace, will not view with rap-
tures of gratitude and praise, an approaching period, when
the ignorant will be instructed, the vicious reclaimed, and
the religion of the blessed Jesus universally prevail! With«
out indulging in expectations too sanguine, or anticipating d

rapid and uninterrupted series of successes, in which no de<

lays or discouragements will interpose, we wait in confidence
for the full accomplishment of the promise, and participate
gladly in THE TRIUMPH OF THE GOSPEL.

What John in vision saw, we now behold an existing fact.
We see another angel flying in the midst’ of heaven, having
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth. With fervent prayers and raised affections we cordis
ally bid him God speed. Go, welcome messenger of good
tidings, bear the invaluable treasure to every nation, and

* See Appendix M.

\
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kindred, and tongue, and people.  Prodlaim wyéh a loud voice,
that the hour of his judgment is come; cry aloud, spare not,
until the whole world shall learn to fear God, to give glory
to him, and worship him as their CREATOR and REDEEMER,
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There are facts stated in the pireceding Discourse which require
confirmation. To firevent disfiguring the fage with firotracted
notes, an Appiendix is added. It was asserted—that an ex-
tensive promulgation of the Gospel had not until lately been
seriously attempited—that the firesent views and efforts consti-
tute a distinguished cfoch in the history of the Church—that
the vision, Rev. xivi 1—=5, refers to the Reformation—and, that
the latest date which can be determined for the fall of mystical
Babylon fixes that event firevious to the year 2000. Under the
indulgence of an Appendix, some observations, not necessarily
attached to the Discourse, but which may serve to illustrate it,
are also annexed.

——

A.
Former Missions.’

‘THE antichristian spirit invaded the Church at an early period.
In the days of the Apostles the mystery of iniquity already worked.:
When the good seed was sown, the enemy also sowed tares; and
it pleased the Lord of the harvest, in his unsearchable wisdom, to
suffer them doth to grow uf togethers In the same degree that
error and pride prevailed, the primitive ardour for propagating
the Gospel declined.  After the influence and power of antichrist
were matured, and his reign had fully commenced, nothing wor-
thy of notice upon the subject of missions occurs in eocleslastxcal
history for many ages. /

- In the thirteenth century missionaries were sent by the Roman
PoNTIFFS into China and Tartary. In 1338 new legates were dis--
patched into those countries, in consequence of an embassy from
the Kan of the Tartars. The wars afterwards waged by the Tar-
tars against the Chinese and other Asiatic nations, in the conclu-
sion of the fourteenth century, nearly cxtinguished the Popnb '
missions and faith there. | .

F
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"Towards the end of the fifteenth century, the Portuguese, who
“cultivated with success the art of navigation, penetrated as far as
Ethiopia and the Indies, and transported the religion of Rome to
their new séttlements. About the same time the islands of His-
paniola, Cuba, and Jamaica, together with the continent of Ame-
rica, were discovered. The Spaniards and Portuguese, who had
an immediate interest in the discoveries, sent missionaries to pro-
‘pagate the Roman faith among the unenlightened American na-
‘tives; and their labours, blended with the civil authority, and
supported by military force, were represented as'very successful.

- In the sixteenth century, when the pontiffs saw their ambi-
‘tion checked by the progress of the Reformation in Europe, they
‘turned their attention more pointedly towards other pasts of the
world, and became more solicitous than ever to propagate the Ro-
man faith. The famous society of the Jesuits was devoted to the
Court of Rome in the execution of this design. A mumber of
‘their order held themselves'in constant ‘readiness torepair to any
part of the world that might be designated as the scene of their
exertions, The most distingnished of these missionaries was
Francis Xavier, who propagated the Popish religion with amazing
success in India and Japan. After his death other members of
this insinuating order penetrated into'China, and established seve-
ral churches in subjection to the Roman See.

During the seventeenth century more vigorous and systematical
measures were adopted.: In the year 1622 the Congregation for
the Profiagation of the Faith was instituted, and enmriched with
ample revenues. It consisted of thirteem cardinals, two priests,
ahe monk, and a secretary. To this eelebrated -establishment
another was added in 1627, under the denomination of ¢ College
or- Seminary for the Propagation of the Faith. The principal
ebject of this institution was te educate those 'who were to be em-
‘ployed in foreigm missions, Similar establishments were -alse
formed in France. 'In the year 1663, the Congregation of Priests
“of the Foreign Missions was instituted by Royal authority; and
also another, entitled the Parisien Seminary for Missions abroad.
From these societies and institutions many were sent forth to dife
ferent parts of Asia.

- Tn the beginnhyg of -the eighteenth tentury the Jesaits were par-
ticularly successful in the East-Indies, especially in the kingdoms
of Carnate, Madura, and Marava, on the coast of Malabar, in
the kingdem of Tonquin, and the ‘Chinese empire. In all those.
regions, their numerous proselytes, like those among the natives
of Mexico, Peru, and Brazil, became professed Papists, but re-
ceived little or no instruction in the principles of true and unde-
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filed religion. They were called Converts, but did not, perhaps,
deserve the name of Christians..

The PROTESTANTS have not been altogether unmindful of this
fmportant duty. In the year 1556 fourteen Protestant missionaries,

- are said to have been sent from-Geneva to propagate the Christian

religion among the Americans; but it is not known who was the
fmmediate promoter of this pious design, or with. what success i¢
was carried into execution. The English and Dutch, towards the
conclusion of the same century, and the beginaing of the next, sen%
colonies into the northern parts of America, and with.them trans-
planted the Reformed Religion which they professed.. About the
same time the Swedes were zealously employed in conserting ta
€hristianity many of the inhabitants of Finland and Lapland..
* In the seventeenth century some Protestant missions, were insti-.
tuted. The propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts was, by
an act of the English Parliament, in 1647, committed to the care
and inspection of' a society composed: of persons of distinguished
vank. In the year 1701 this society received singular marks of
protection and favour from King William III. who enriched it
with new- donations and privileges: but it has not proved so emis
nently useful in facilitating the means of instruction to the heathen,
or sending the Gospel where before it was not preached, as, from
its ample means and munificent patronage, might have been ex»
pected.

During the eighteenth century nothing singular or distinguishing:
occurred until its closing period. The Danish missions, planned
by Frederick IV, for the conversion of the Indians on the coast
of Malabar, was pious and prudent, and has been attended with.”
some success. : . ;

. The Dutch propagated the Reformed Religion, and planted

churches, in their new.settlements, in the:East,Indies, and at the.
€ape of Good-Hope, In 1621 a church was formed at Bataviag
from whence ministers visited Ceylon, Amboyna, Malabhar, Ma~
cassar, Mallucca, Banda, and Pernate, and organized several
congregations ;. as also in the islands of Sumatra and Java. The
welebrated Professor Walleus, at Leyden, educated a awuber of
ministers and subordinate teachers for the missionary service in
the East; and from that_time the Dutch Churches there appesr,
from their annual reports to the. Church in Holland, to have -had
considerable success. New congregations have been constituted,
and a great number of schools erected among the natives of For-
‘mosa, Columba, Timor, and upon the Coromandal coast. In 1771a
translation of the Bible was begun in what is called the Singaleese
tongue, and sanguine hopes were entertained of a more extensive
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propagation of the Gospel among the numerous nations who under«
stand that language. But after all, these exertions for converting
the heathen have not been supported with the zeal and persever-
ahce due to so great an object. The pious members of the Dutch
Churches in Europe have long lamented, that while their nation
imported the fragrant spices of the Indies, and enriched them.
selves with the treasures of the East, they neglected to spread the
sweet odour of the Saviour's name, and send to the pagan nations
the richer treasures of the everlasting Gospel.

The United Brethren, commonly called Moravians, who have
revived the name and character of the ancient Unitas Fratrum,
appear, in their distinguished exertions for promulgating the reli-
gion of Jesus, to be the only denomination of Christians who are
actuated by the primitive spirit of the Gospel. Eminent in meek-
ness and industry, and void of ostentation, they have been but
little known, and much misrepresented. In proportion to their
numbers and abilities, they have, from their first formation as
a society, which is about eighty years ago, exceeded all others
in their arduous, extensive, and useful labours. In 1732 they
began the establishment of a mission in the Danish West-India
islands. In 1733 they sent missionaries to Greenland. The
situation of their community obliging them to attempt frequent
emigrations, they were inclined to make settlements, where fa-
vourable opportunities occurred, to communicate the knowledge
‘of the Gospel to the heathen. In 1735 a number of families from
Hernhut, a place belonging to €Count Zinzendorf, in Upper Lu-
satia, emigrated to Georgia, in America, Being averse to war,
and ordered to bear arms against the neighbouring Spaniards,
they removed from Savannah, where they had settled, to Pean-
"sylvania, in 1740, and formed the establishments they now possess
at Bethlehem and Nazareth. These settlers soon perceived the
distressed situation of the Indian natives, and represented their
deplorable case to the brethren at Hernhut. Twelve missionaries
immediately came over from Germany, and laboured with various
‘suecess among the heathen. They had formed three flourishing
settlements on the river Muskingum before the late revolutionary
war; during which those places were destroyed, and the inha-
bitants partly murdered and partly disperseds A number of
‘Christian Indians, who had fled to Upper Canada, returned in
1798, to take possession of their former settlements on the Mus-
kingum, which have been since secured to them by the United
States; and they have built a new town, called Gosken. In 1736
‘a missionary establishment was begun at Bavian’s Kloof, near tha
-Cape of Good-Hope, in Africa;—1738, in South-Ameri€a;—1754,
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fn Jamaica;—1756, in Antigua;—1760, in the East-Indies;, near
‘Tranquebar ;—1764, on the coast of Labrador,in America ;—1765,
in Barbadoes;—and the same year, in the Russian part of Asidy
Sarepta was built, chiefly with a view té bring the Gospel to the
Calmuck Tartars ;—1775, in St. Kitt's;—1789, in "Tobago.
. How just the sentiments expressed in an address ¢ upon the proe
bable success of a proper mission to the South-Sea islands,’”” pub-
lished in London in 1795% ¢ When I see our Moravian brethren
hazarding their lives, and blessed in their labours among the
frozen mountains of Greenland, and feeding on whale’s flesh, to
carry the Gospel into the hut of the savage Eskimaux; when I
follow them in their travels to Mount Caucasus, on the one hand,
or mark them pursuing the wandering tribes of American Indians
in their various migrations, and even reconciling themselves to the
cabin of a filthy Hottentot, in order to make them know the
power of Jesus’s blood ; I bow before such ardent zeal, and feel
the sharp rebuke of my own lukewarmness. I reverence their
missionaries, and love the people that thus love the souls of men;
for the sake of him who loved us unto death, even the death of
the cross.”* .
From this short sketch of former missionary exertions, it ap+
pears that something has been undertaken by the Roman pontiffs,
and also by the Protestant churches. But their efforts have been
so partial and feeble, that they seem to be the design of party, or
the mere palliation of an accusing conscience, rather than an
earnest and vigorous intention of prosecuting the benevolent
work, or obtaining the professed end. They justify the declara-
tion, that an extensive promulgation of the Gospel had not been
seriously attempted; nothing since the primitive days of Chris-
tianity, deserving the name, had appeared. The Moravian
brethren alone are an exception. They have, in this instance,
evidenced much of the genuiue spirit of the Gespel, and were
probably raised up for the express purpose of preparing the way
for what has at length commenced.

* Evangel. Mag. July, 1793.
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B.

Present Missions.

BY the present period is intended the last eight or ten years,.
eomprising the closeof the eighteenth and opening of the nineteenth
century. To exhibit an abridged detail of what has been performed
within that time would require a volume. Nothing more. than &
mere enumeration of the séveral establishments of Mus:onary
Societies can be here expected.

~ The Moravian brethren, who heretofore excelled in their ex-
ertions to propagate the Gospel ameng the heathen, have, of late,
exceeded their former labours; and other churches, at length,
have attained the station they ouglit to occupy in this benevolent
work.

The Moravians have now, in St. Thomas, two establishments ;
in St. Croix, two; in St. John’s, two; in Greenland, three; in
Worth-America, four; in South-America, three; at the Cape of
Good-Hope, one; in Jamaica, two; in Antigua, three; on the.
coast of Labrador, three; in Barbadoes, one; in Russian Asia,
one; in St. Kitt's, one; in Tobago, one.—The Rev. G, H: Loskiel
(author of the History of the Missions of the United Brethren, &c..
translated from the German by C. J. La Trobe), from whom the
principal information respecting these missions has been obtained,
observes, in the close of his letter, « from very small beginnings
the missions of the brethren have increased to about thirty settle-
ments in different parts of the earth, in which nearly 150 mis-
sionaries are employed; a number hardly sufficient for the care of -
above 24,000 converts from among the heathen.’”

Several animated publications upon the subject of missions ena.
gaged the attention of Christians at this period. Among these,
the Rev, Mr. Carey’s ¢ Inquiry into the Obligations of Christians
to send Missions to the Heathen ;”’ the earnest and spirited Letters-
of Melville Horne, late Chaplain of Sierra-Leone ; and a judicious

_ and pathetic Address by the Rev. David Bogue, seem to have
made the deepest impression. A train of extraordinary and affect-
jng events in Divine Providence, which, at the time, convulsed
many kingdoms in Europe, appear to have been sanctified to the
the churches. Pious and excellent men of different denominations,
and in different nations, were at once aroused to serious thought-
falness, to much conversation, and, finally, the forming of Asso-
ciations, for the express purpose of glorifying the Divine Re-
deemer, by extending the knowledge of his salvation to the utters
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most parts of the earth. The set time to build up Zion was come,
and the spirit of the Lord inclined his people to favour her ruine.

Mr. Carey evinced his sincerity by becoming himself a mis-
- sionary, and went, with others, into India. Besides preaching the
Gospel to the Hindoos and neighbouring natives, he has been in-
defatigably employed in transiating the Bible into the Bengalese
language, and has nearly completed the version. What blessings
have attended these labonrs may be estimated from an extract of
one of his letters to the Rev. Dr. Miller, of this city. = ¢ I have
written an account of the great work of God on the coast near
Cape Comorin, to several persons-in-America. I think when the
last accounts came away there had been near 4000 persons baptized
there in the space of a few months. About 1000, more or less,
by Mr. £ericke, and 2700 by the native ministers. These have
all rejected heathenism, demolished their idols, and fitted up the
gemples for Christian worshxp.

There were in 1798, nine missionaries employed on the Madras
«coast: Three in Tranquebar, who depend on the Missionary Col-
Jege at Copenhagen; three at Tanjore; one in Trichinopoly; twe
at Vepery, near Madras, who depend on the Society in Londom
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. -

The following list of Missionary Secleties lately erected, will
-evince a-general movement in the Churches for the conversion of

the heathen. .

' In Mc
“The particular Baptist Missionary Seciety, instituted in 1792,
- London, Missionary Society, instituted in 1795,

Edisburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Paisley, Dundee, Perth, and
Eelso Missiomary Soocieties, instituted in 1796. The most of thess
are branches of the London Society. ' .

The Netherland Missionary Socxety mstmmd in 1797,

Missionary Society at Basil, in Switzerland; in Berlin, and
‘ifferent parts of Germany; in Sweden and Denmark, of which
JParticulars are not known.

A, Missionary Socaety in England, instituted about four yem
ago, for sending missionaries to the Soosoo conntry in Africa, and
to the Tartars and other nations .in the East. This Society has
undertaken to puhhsh a version of the scriptures .in Arabic, and,
has had good success in missionary labours. -

In Africa.

The South African Missionary Sociéty, at the Cape of Good-

Hopa.
In America.
The Missionary Seciety of New-York, mstmlted 1796,
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‘The Northern Missionary Society in the State of New-Yoth;
1798.

The Missionary Society of Connecticut, 1798.

" The Missionary Society of Massachusetts, 1799.
The Missionary Society of Hampshire, in Massachusetts, 18000
‘The Missionary Society of New-Jersey, 1861.

- Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts, 1802.

Western Missionary Society, composed of the 'Presbytetiau
Synod of Pittsburgh, formed 1802. :

The General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church have,
since the year 1789, made amnual collections in their Churchesy
and constituted the Classis of Albany a Standing Committee for
missions. They have sent several missionaries upon the fronw
tiers, and some into upper Canada. In 1800 they had six. ¢

The Episcopal Church, in General Convention, 1792, resolved
to collect a fund for missionary purposes, and have made some
efforts to send the Gospel among the frontier settlements. Ina
subsequent General Convention the business was left to the Con«
Vention of each State, in consequence of which, the Episcopal
Church in the State of New-York have established a Missionary
Society, supported by annual collections, and there are now em-
ployed three missionaries.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church began, in .
1789, to form missionary plans. . The Assembly itself managed
the business of missions until 1802, when they chose a Standing
Committee of Missions. For a numbet of yeats there have been
from six to ten missionaries employed under the direction of the
Assembly.. There are, at this time, under the care of the As-
sembly and the Synods of Virginia, Pittsburgh, and the Caro-
linas, about twenty missionaries, Three among the Indians; °
one black man among the negroes in the Southern States; and
* the remaining sixteen in the frontier settlements.

. From the annual reports of the respective Societies in America,
it appears that the frontier citizens, lately emigrated, and desti--
tute of the ordinances of grace, have hitherto been the principal
objects of attention. The reports of the New-York Society.
show a door of usefulness opened aniong some of the Indian tribes,
and considerable success in their missions, particularly in the
Tuscarora and Seneca nations. .

The London Society stands foremost of any in the world for
the magnitude of their plans and the vigerous measures they
have pursued. At their first meeting, September, 1795, when.
about two hundred ministers of different denominations were as-
scmbled, it was resolved ¢ to send missionaries to Otaheite, or
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somo other of the South Sea Islands; and that ds Soon as possible
missions should be attempted to the Coust of Aftica, or to Tartary;
by Astracan; or to Surat, on the Malabar Coast; or to Bengaly
ev the Coromandel Coast, or to the Island of Sumatra, or to the
Pelew Islands, as providence might direct.” Contributiens flowed
j» from all pafts of the country, and in 1796 the funds of the So«
ciety amounted to eleven thousand and eighty-eight pounds. Be-
fore the meeting in April of that year, nineteen missionaries were
engaged by the Directors; others were afterwards admitted, and
in August, twenty:nine missionaties, destined to the Islands in the
South Sea, embatked on board the Digf, a ship purchased by the
Directors at four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five pounds.
The whole expense of the undertaking amounted to twelve thou~
sand painds sterling. In May, 1797, six missionaries embarked
for the Foulah country, in Africa, in a vessel in the service of the
Sierra Leore company. Of the missionaries sent to the South Sea
Islands, nineteen were left at Otaheite, gine at Tongatoboo, and
ne at Marquesas. A second company were sent out in December,
1798, Thesé were taken by a French privateer, and none of them
veached the place of their destination. In the beginning of the
year 1798, eleven of the missionaries left Otaheite and went tof
New-Holland, where they have been successful in preaching the

The Londen Society sent four missionaries in 1798 to the Cape:
of GoodeHope. They had two in Canada, and one in New-
foundland. They had also one in India, and have since sent eight
or ten more to Otaheite. In 1799 they had sent out above eighty'
missionaries to different parts of the world,

Amneng all these vast exertions for the instruction and conver+
sion' of the heathen, the mission by the way of the Cape of Good~
Hope to the southern parts of Africa, has attracted most atten-
tion, and been crowned with the greatest prosperity. The vene-
rable Dr. VAN DER KEMP, of Rotterdam, a physician of im-
proved talents and exemplary piety, offered his service to the
London Society, and was received with the respect due to his
character. He cheerfully engaged in a mission te Africa, and
has penetrated above five hundred miles from the Cape, where
he is now successfally labouring with Mr. Edwards and some
others, in- the conversion of the Caffres, The pious young Ki-
cherer, alo from Holland, is employed with Mr. Edmonds and,
others among the Boschmen, the most savage of all the Hot-
tentot race. The accounts transmitted from these apostolic men,.
dated. from the most inhospitable regions of the earth, excite
astonishment and gratitude. The Lord is evidently with them.

. G
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‘Fhe power of divine grace appears to be first exemplified in the
most wretched and degraded portion of the human family, as &
preledé to mercies to be conferred upon all nations.

The Society of Edinburgh have sent seven missionaries into
Russian Tartary. The Emperor Alexander, upon application,
proved friendly to this mission, and appears disposed to encourage
that good work in any part of his extensive empire. In a letter
from these missionaries to the Society, dated at Karass, October
1, 1803, they proposed to redeem a nwmber of young persons
from slavery, and teach them the Tartar, Circassian, Englishy
and Russian languages, and the principles of the christian reli<
gion. They intended also to publisk a translation of the scriptores
in the Tartar langnage; and as soon as they were sufficiently
masteérs of the Cabardian, to translate; at least, a part of the
scriptures in thrat language, They also mention their intention to
circulate short réligious tracts through the eastern parts of the
Turkish empire, in the Turkish and Arabick languages.

Sufficient documents are not at hand to furnish a catalogue of
. all the missions now supported, nuch less to determine the num-
ber of missionaries at present employed in different nations. A
history of these establishments, it is said, is preparing, and will
soon be published in Britain, which cannot fail of proving an in-
teresting and acceptable work.,—From the imperfect outlines here
drawn, a view of the subject may be taken. Attend to what
" has been done within the last tén years. Estimhate the greatness
of the design, amd the promptitude and extent of the executions
Consider all this as only a small portion of the plans formed, only:
the first stirrings of the spirit which now invigorates the
€hurches, Compare the whole with what has heretofore been
attempted, and then decide whether it does not constitute a new
and distinguished epoch: in the history of the Churchy

. A
€.
Tsaiak x3vi. 17, 21

T was suid in the Discourse, that little respecting the intérme-
diate space between the opening and the close of the New Testa~
ment dispensation, could be expréssly collected fromr the prophe-
ciesof the Old Testament. Among the exceptions to this observa~
tlon, is a remarkable prediction in Isaiah xxvi. The Church,
under the Gaspel dispensation, is, in this and the preceding chap-
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4or, thcpm/sal subject of prophecy. Zion s introdueed sing.
ing, A song is always, in the prophecies, a symbol of the en~
largement of the Church. In verses 17, 18, she complains of feeble
and ineffectual efforts in extending the interests and kingdom of her -
Redegmer. We have not wrought any deliverance. in the earth,
ncither have the inhabitants of the world fallen, She receives in
answer the consoling promise of a period when she shall make vi-
gorous and successful exertions, and no longer complain of abortive
labours ; when conyerts, nymerous as the morning dew, ‘shall jein
herstandard, Thy dead shall live. Awake and sing—thy dew ia
as the dew of herbs. No season or time is particularly ascertained
when this promise will be accomplished; but another event is fore+
told, and immediately connected with this. A judgment, asingular
judgment, inflicted as the punishment of a peculiar and enormous
crime, is mentioned. The event is represented as inevitables the
Lord’s people may not pray for its removal, but gre directed to
fly to their chambers and hide themselves, until the indignation be
overpast. For, behold the Lord cometh out of his plgce to frunish
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain, The terms
here used, compared with parallel expressions in the Revelation,
put it beyond a doubt that the blood of the martyrs is intended, and
the punishment predicated is the avenging of that blood. This is
fntroduced as a cOetaneous event with the enlargement of the
Church. Whenever that precious blood begins to be avenged,
then Zion will sing of mercy as well as judgment; then a new
and prosperous minjstry will arise in the Church, and her borders
be widely extended.

The death of the martyrs under imprierial Rome has been con-
sidered as fully avenged at the overthrow of that form of go-
vernment, when, by terrible dispensations of Providence, the
persecutors were exterminated.* Whatever may be determined
upon that difficult question, it is certain, that the debt contracted
under Rome fiafial has never.yet been discharged. As the clos-
ing period of the Old Testament was the time of reckoning for
all the righteous blood shed ufion the earths, under that dispensa.
tion; so the close of antichrist’s reign will, probably, according
to the analogy of the divine proceedings, be the set time when
the precious blood of the saints, shed by antichrist, will be dis-
closed and avenged. Omnis enim persecutio et afflictio ecclesiz
verz ac confessorum verz religionis caussa fidei instituta hac ipsa

«

* * See commentators upon Rev. vi. Seealso LacTaxTrus De Mortéy
he Fersecutorum. ) N

~
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persecatione et afflictione (" Maccabaica nempe) epiphanica invo.
luta fnit.-—Vidn ecelesia Deum variis casibus et temporibus e
foeo suo prodeuntem, et caussam ecclesiz suz sanguinemque
Servorum suorum injustissime mactatorum vindicantem.—Neque
enim tot confessorum et martyrym proximorum  duorum saculo:
ram occidiones injustissima et sangnis justorum in lamienis Albi.
gensibus, - Merindoliana et Caprariensi, Parisiensi, Hibernica;
horrendo ac detestando exemplo, profusus, a terra et agua ab
sorptus, hactenus expiatz sunt, nec eorum nomine diyinz justi-
tiz pro'merito caussx et scelerum iniquitate ac gravitate litatum
videtur. Veniet tempus judicii perfecti, quo caussa religionis et
confessorum ejus, mactatorum propter testimonium Jesu, in pub<
¥cam protrahetur lncem; sanguis justorum, clamans vindictam,
retegetur, et defensores horum atrocium scelerum, qui ea orati-
enibus aut scriptis tegere, excusare, aut pallmn Mﬂmt!
pudeﬁent.—-Vxnmeg in doc.

D,
nc W dme.

THE Apocm.rrsz at first view appears dark and ynintelligible,
Many who receive it as a precious portion of the sacred volume;
suppose this book, with some parts of Ezekiel, Damgl, and Zachas
riah, to be intended- solely for the use of the Church at the close
of the New Testament dispensation. The discordant sentiments,
and different explications of learned and pious commentators, who

- profess to have studied it with attention, seem also to discourage
any further attempts to discover its meaning. But, let it be re<
mémbered, this is not a closed book. Some parts, at least, are
easily comprehended. Our blessed Jesus, who opened the seals;
has given it to his people for their immediate instruction; and upon
those who faithfully read and improve it, has proneunced his bles-
sing. As the season approaches in which the Lord is about to fulfii
his promises, he will, no doubt, direct the attention of believers,
to this sure word of prophecy, which is as a light shining in a dark
filace, that they may know what he is performing, what they ha.ve
to expect, and for what they are especially to pray.

It is the character of all prophecies to be in some measure ob-
scure. Many reasons are obvious why they ought to be so. Nor
can this detract from the wisdom and authority of the divine ora.
cles. When the subject, the language, and the order, adepted in
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$he Apocalypse are nnderstood, it becomes sufficiently actessibid,
and wifl be found a source of delightful and edifying study. :
" The susjrcT is introduced jn the first chapter, and compre.
hends the things which were, and those things which were o 3¢
pereafier. The things which were, respected the state of the Charch
and retigion at that present time, of which the seven Churches in
Lesser Asin exhibited a specimen. The things which were o be,
comprise the whole futyre dispensation of the New Testament,
until the mystery of Redemption be finished. These future events
gre divided into two great periods. ‘The firssrelates tothe adverse
state of the Church during the protracted interval of her suffers
ings, when oppressed with errors and persecutions, she would
gradually retire from public view, and after a long concealment,¥ )
aguain, by gradual steps, be brought forward, and, finally, triumph
over all her enemies. These changes, including only so much of
the history of the world as is immediately connected with the fate
of the Church, are introduced in the beginning of the fourth
chapter, and extend to the close of the nineteenth. They are de-
picted by seals, trumpets, and vials, which open the different
scenes, and exhibit the succession of those momentous
WVarious hieroglyphics and visions, interspersed with literal ex,
planations, and frequent episodes of the most snblime devotion;
enliven and elevate the interesting predictions. The las period
respects that prosperous state of- the Church, when the whole
world shall know the Lord, and serve him in spirit and in truth,
This is described in the twentieth and two following chapters,
which delineate what is commonly called the MiLLENNIUN.

The LANGUAGE of the Apocalypse, like the prophecies of the
Old Testament, is partly symbolical and partly alphabetical. In
the principal predictions both languages are found. The sym-
bolical is usually first introduced, and then an explanation follows
in plain words. The symbolical language is of the nature of a
picture,} representing the thing intended by a figure or emblem,
instead of expressing it by its name, or describing it by words.
This is called hieroglyphic (hieros sluphé, sacred sculpture), and
was the ancient mede of writing, in the first stage of that art, be-
fore the alphabet was invented, and is still practised by some na-

* The Church was never so completely hidden as to be wholly invisible.
In her most obscure state the enemy always knew where to find her.

t In a late Commentary upon the Revelation, by Dr. Brice Johnson,
the reader will find the most satisfactory explanation of the symbolical
language. This Commentary is, perhaps, the best of any published upan
the Apocalypse, and ought to be consulted by all who wish to obtain 2
{;tisfactory view of the prophecies recorded in that book.
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tions. It was certainly very suitable to revelations communicated
in visions; since it shows the very thing which the prophet saw,
and thus leaves the vision entire upon record, still to be seen and
studied by the Churches. As it respects simple objects and events,
the hieroglyphic writings are the most unequivocal of all others,
. They are equally intelligible to people of all tongues and nations,

A picture needs no translation. Provided the symbols have a
fixed and determimate meaning, there will be less ambiguity or
possibility of mistake in this than in any other mode of writing,
Xf the same figure or hieroglyphic always means the same thing,
it cannot be misapplied. Those who have examined this circum-
stance with the greatest accuraey, have found that the Holy Spirit
has, without any deviation, always employed the symbols in one
uniform method, and that the prophets for ever introduce the same
‘figure in the same primary semse. -

With respect to the oRDER maintained in this boek, it is ,ob, '
servable, that a whole series of events, as they are to succeed
each other, are commonly introduced in one general exhibition ;
after which, many of the particular events belonging to that series
are again brought into view, and, with some concomitant circum.
stances, more minutely described. This accounts for the regeti-
tions and apparent perplexities which so frequently occur; and,
without attending to this, a labyrinth of errors cannot be avoided.
Another rule respecting order is, that whenever a number of vi-
sions or predictions immediately follow each other, in an uninter-
rupted course, there the order of events, in regard to the time of
their respective accomplishment, is always o be considered ag
strictly expressed.

—p—

E.
\

The Reformation,

r HE hieroglyphic in the vision, recorded Rev. xiv. 1,2, 3, 4,
5, exhibits a number of sealed persons in a conspicuous station,
standing with a Lamb, and singing a song which the world could
not understand. The literal exposition describes the character
of the sealed, by such accurate and distinguishing marks, as reny
ders it impossible to mistake the intention of the prediction.

The whole of this vision corresponds so exactly with what we
find in the seventh chapter of this book, that we must refer to-that
passage to understand the meaning of this; Previous to the pror
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phectes respecting an inimical power, which would be permiitted
to tyranmze, for many centuries, over the Church; it pleased the .
Lord to give assurance, that a seed should be preserved, who
would maintain the truth, and hand it down inviolate to posterity ; '
a people who would know the Redeemer, and be known and owned
of him, as his faifliful disciples, Accordingly, in the seventh chap-
ter, before the scenes of defection and the consequent judgments .
open, the seal of God is affixed upon a number of persons. A
seal is an appropriating mark, and serves as a pledge of distinc-
tion and preservation. Zhe foundation of God standeth sure,
kaving this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his. His peo-
ple are sealed with the Holy Spirit to the day of their redemfi-
tion, And as they hame the name of Christ, so they defart from
iniguity; Those who were sealed were such as answer to this
description. Their faith would be built upon the foundation of
the firophets and afrostles, Jesus Christ himself being the chicf
torner stone; wherefote the symbolical number of twelve, the
- number of the patriarchs, squared by twelve, the number of the
apostles, is iised; and this is’ multiplied by one thousand, ia re-
ference, probably, to the thousand years of the Millennium, when
such - sealed ones would be multiplied a thousand times: to these
the names of the tribes of Israel, not in regular order or exact
énumeration, are annexed: -

- This hieroglyphic denotes, that during the long despotlsm of
gntichrist, when the Church would fly into the wilderness, the.
great body of professing Christians would be insincere and cor-
tapted: that a true spiritual Israel would, netwithstanding, be
always preserved; that these, compared to the great mass, would
be very few; that the sealed shotld not be confined to any parti-
cular tribe or denomination; that their sincerity would be known
and acknowledged by none but their divine Master; and, finally,
that they should be certainly preserved from the defilement of
idolatry or spiritual adultery. By the prediction, then, in the
seventh chapter, an assurance was given, that the Lord would
have a faithful people in the wordt of times. Althoagh the world
might hate them, aud antichrist attempt to wear out the saints of
the Most.High, yet theré should be a number, not always ex-
actly thé same, bat always, during that state of the Church, com-
paratively few, who would cleave to the Lord, and be upright be-
fore him. They were the sEALED of God, and would therefore
escape the-superstition’ and pollution of the times They were
tvritten in the Book of Life of the Lamb, and they were excepted
from the number of those who worshipped the Beast. They weze



C %6 )
#e elect of Gdd, and it 'would be impoasihle to deceive them to,
their final destruction.

Look now at the first vision in the fourteenth chapter. we

Rave here the same number of the sealed, the same character,
and under the same symbolical name with those in the seventh
ehapter; which renders it evident that the same identical people
are intended, with this difference only, that here they appear
dpenly as a Church. They are, thercfore, represented as stand-
jng upon mount Zion, the symbol of the Church, with their once

crucified Saviour at their head; and there they sing. They sing

the very song which believers had sung in secret so many agesa
‘They anticipate the very song which the Church will sing when
her sufferings are ended. But yet their song is known only te
themselves; which proves it refers to a time wherein the Church
is still circumscribed and unacknowledged by the world—that sh&
18 not yet fully emancipated from the wilderness.

To what can this refer, but to that whi¢h was accomplished at
the Reformation? Nothing ever happened before that period;
which corresponds with this visien; but what was then effected,
ecompletely answers to the hieroglyphics and literal explanations
Then the sealéd of the Lord were broughtt to public view. Then
the faithfulness of God to his promise in preserving such a peopley
appeared. Then the blessed Jesus vindicated his cause, honoured,
his Gospel, and showed himiself to be the Saviour of his Zion.
Then antichrist began to consume béfore the word of the Lord,
the sfirit of his mouth; and a pledge was given that the Church
" ould be safely preserved during thte remaining space of her
wilderness state.

' We miay undeubtedly expect that so great anr event as the Ke-
formation would be somewhere specifically foretold in the prophe-
¢ies. Lesser concerns aré declared ; and would not the Lord notify.
2 blessing, a change in tlieir condition of such a magnitude to his
, faithful péople, who were waiting for thé consolation -of Israel?
But unless this vision refers to it, where is the prediction which

éxpressly- notifies that event? In general terms, it is, indeed,

throughout all the prophecies, sufficiently ascertained that the
€hurch shall be safely protected and finally victorious. But no

where, excepting in this vision, is she exhibited in the dignified

attitude and singular character, by which she was partictlarly
distinguished at the Reformation.

- By what marks or rules of . exposition is it passible te determme,

the meaning of a symbolical prophecy more satisfactorily than by

- those before us? The vision, which is distinct and complete, evi-.

~
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dently refers to a particular object, and from:the.sublimity and
striking hieroglyphics here introduced, must indicate something
great and interesting. It contradicts all regard to order and pro-
priety, to crowd unnecessarily the accomplishment of a number:
of prophecies respecting distinct events into one short periad of,
time. There is no necessity, therefore, to look forward to the
commencement of the Millennium for the fulfilment of this pre-
diction, as some commentators have done. It is already fulfilleds
What happened in the beginning of the sixteenth century was the
specific event here foretold, It will, indeed, be again and again,
accomplished at every great display of the Church, as she ad-.
wances in her prosperity; but the Reformation was the first. anq.
phrncular period intendet in this prophecy. :

g
F' . - - '
_The Fall of Babylow. - 1

vAS in every age there have been, so at this day there are, many:
worthy characters in the communion of the papal hierarchy, who
abhor the practices which have dishonoured that power, and are
eminent for their talents and virtues. Such distinguished indivi~
duals must not be offended, when the declarations of scripture are
faithfully explained, and compared with facts which cannot be de-
nied. ot
The prophecles are numerous which announce the rise and ex-
ploits of a pernicious advérsdry, who would introduce a form'in~
stead of the power of religion, blend the worship of God with tem=
poral interests, and attempt to change the kingdom of Jesus Christ
into a kingdom of this world. . The adversary is described by se
many marks, that it is impossible to mistake him. A picture de-
lineating every feature, and exhibiting in various lights a strik-
ing likeness, determines with greater precision who is intended
than could be done by even naming him. The name might be dis~
puted as symbolical, but'the portrait can admit of no question.
- The duration of this inimical power is limited and ascertained
with great precision. Daniel predicts that he shall continue for ¢
time, and times, and the dividing of time. The same symbolical
number is expressed in the Apocalypse by a time, and times, and
half a time; again by forty and two months; and again by a
thousand two hundred -and threescore days. By specifying the
period under such varicus computations, we are taught, pot to
H
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‘omderstand them in a fiteral sense, as.intimating only three yearw
and an half, but as symbols of a much longer time, where a day
is put for a year. Agreeably to this construction, which may
easily be proved to be just and scrlptural,‘ 1260 days, reckoning
30 days to a month, the manner in which the year was anciently
divided, amount to 1260 prophetic years. The difference be-
tween the solar and prophetic year, of five days and a few hours,
makes, in this long period, without regarding a small fraction,
27 years. This deducted from 1260, Jeaves 1243 ; the precise time
represented by the symbolical numbers of 43 months, of three years
and an half, and of 1260 days; all of which express the same period
of time. -This is the whole space of the reign of antichrist.
1243 years shall that enemy oppress the cause of truth and righ-
teousness. So many years the Church will be in the wilderness.
So many years the holy city witl be trodden under foot by the Gen-
tiles. And so many years the two witnesses shall prophecy,
cloathed in sackcloth. If now .we can determine the time when
this dark period commenced, we may immediately, by adding
1243 years, ascertain when it will terminate.

It is impossible within the compass of a single note, to do justice
to an inquiry so intricate and important. Those who wish to ab-
tain extensive information, may read what Mede, Vitrisga, Daus
buz, Lowthany Durham, Fleming, Whitby, Bishop Newton, John-
ston, and other learned men have written upon the subject. Fo con-
firm what was asserted in the Discourse, that the latest calculation
which has been, or 'can be made of the fall of antichrist, extends
that event to the year 1999, is all that is here intended. A few
ebservations will suffice for this.

- Asthe introduction of errers into the Ch\urch,, and the eonsequent
decline of truth and piety were gradual, it is a difficult task te fix,
with precision, the exact time when the reign of antichrist eom-

menced. This accounts for the varicty of opinions and calcula-

tions which: have appeared. The earliest period which can be
suggested is the year 325. The civil escablishment and extensive
favours conferred at that time by Constantine, have been cele~
brated by many as the brightest era and most prosperous event
ever experienced in the Church. Bat others, who form a differs
ent estimate of the friendship of the world, have viewed the im-
prudent zeal of that Emperor as productive of the greatest dis«
asters, and more pernicions to the iterests of true religion, than
the fiercest persecutions had ever proved. They therefore date
the hle of anuchnst from that fatal penod. To this, if 1243

" * Ses-A. FrazEr,  Key to the Propbecm.” part ii. sect. 2 -
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years be added, the elose of his reign woukd be in 1568, ebout the
yery time when the Reformation was ¢onsummated. Hence sorfie
learned and good men have maintained, that antichrist then fell
and that the Millennium then began. But since that period, many
cruel persecutions have exhibited tervible proofs that antichrist
was not fallen. And suvely Satan was not them, por is he yet;
beund in chains; wars have not ceased; nor is the kmgdomn{
righteousness and peace universally prevalent. :

. Antichrist is described under the symbol of a beast. And ten
hems or kings are said to receive their power one, or at the
same hour, with the beast, - Some have therefore held, that the
reign of antichrist commenced as soon as the Roman empire wag
divided into ten. different kingdoms, These kingdoms were not
formed until the year 456. . If to this be added 1243, the end of
the reign of antichrist would have been in the year 1699. - :

It is predicted, 2 Thes. ii; 7, 8. He who now lesteth will Ict,
wntil he be taken outqfthewa_y, and then shall that wicked ong
be revegled. This some have understood to intimate, that as an~
tichrist could not appear during the government of the Roman

~emperors, sa he would arise immediately upon the removal af that
pawer, which, during its existenes, hindered his domination and
tyranny. The Roman empive was not wholly dissolved wntil the
deposition of Afugustulus, the last who reigned over the eastern
-and western empire.  This happened in the year 476, which
weuld extend the fall of antichrist to 1719, - But neither of thesg
calculations correspond with facts. The premises upon which-the
gonclusions rest, are, of course, not accurately determingd,

Two periods which respect the immediate formation of the
Reman -hierarchy, either in regard to its spiritual ar civil consti.
tutien, are most ‘distinguished, and from one.or .ather of t.hesg,
the soundest calculations appear to be formed. i

The gradual decline of the Church had reac.’hod the lowut

- point of depression, when the Bishop of Rome assumed the ab
surd title, and began to exercise the tyrannic power of, Oecumes
nical or universal Bishop. This happened in the year 606. Then
& beast was seen in the Church. Then the ten horns or kings
submitted to his usurped supremacy. And then the papal hier»
arch called himself the Vicar of Christ, and might be legitimately
recognised as antichrist. If to this date we add 1243, the period
of his fall will be in 1849—A period which some present, cer-
tainly our children, may live to enjoy.

+ Others conceive, that as a Beast and a. Horn are, in pro.
phecy, symbols of organized civil power, the former conveying
the additional idea of rapiacity and cruelty; and, as antichrist is
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considered as one of the heads of the civil empire and the image
of the former Beast, that his rise must be dated from the time
when the Bishop of Rome became a temporal prince. Then he
blended what in their natures are essentially distinct and ought to
be for ever separate. Then he completely answered to the im-
port of the symbols, and gained the succession assigned him for
his reign or government. This took place in the year 756, to
which when 1243 are added, we are brought to 1999, the year
immediately preceding the commencement of the Millennium. To
this last calculation the most celebrated commentators appear to
incline, The former, hewever, is not without its learned and
pious advocates, -

When the disciples inquired respecting the future events of lm
kingdom, our Lord told them #t was not for them to know zhe
times or the scasons which the Father hath [t in his own fower.
The answer also of the angel to Daniel, chap. xii. implies some
uncertainty in relation to the firecise time for the accomplishment
of at least some of the prophecies. But this was not intended to
dissuade from the study of prophetical scripture, to which the
people of the Lord are often exhorted and encouraged; but to
suggest suitable humility and patxenu. Much has been revealed
to the Church since the ascension of the Saviour. It hath
pleased the Father, by the rcvelation of Jesus Christ, which
God gave unto him, to show unto Ais servanis things which
must alxmly ¢come to fiase, and enough is communicated for the ex-
ercise of their faith, and hope, and prayer. Whatever difficul~
ties then may be attached to this inquiry, it is sufficiently and
satisfactorily ascertained from every calculation and every mark

which distinguishes antichrist in prophecy, that if his fall doth

not come sooner, it cannot be later than 1999. This is the result
of the latest _date which ever has been, or which indeed can be

fixed for that event. It must therefore at farthest arrive wnthn\

200 years from the present day. '
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The Millennium.

"THE Millennium has been mentioned in the Discourse, and-con.
sidered as a point to which our calculations refer: it may there~
fore be expected that some observations should be made upon m
nature, its commencement, and duration.

1, - With respect to its nature, or what is meant by the Millen-

niam, The term is composed of two Latin words, which signify -
1000 years. It is taken from Rev. xx. where this number of
years is repeated six times in describing the same period. Dur-
ing the first ages of the Church, the doctrine of the Millennium
was familiar and acceptable. Under the gloomy reign of anti.
ehrist it seemed to be nearly forgotten; and some extravagant
sentiments of wild enthusiasts, who occasionally revived it, ren-
dered the very name’ disreputable and odious. But with the
revival of religion and learning at the Reformation, when the
study of the sacred scriptures was encouraged, the attention: of
the Ghurches was again turned to this important subject; and as.
that blessed period approaches, it becomes the object of more:
serious inquiry to the Lord’s people, who are wajtmg for his sal-
vation. '
All Christians beheve that an exceeding prosperous and excel«
Jent state of the Church is expressly foretold; and that this is re-
served for the last days, or the closing period of the New Testa-:
ment dispensation. But as to what will constitute that state, or.
wherein its distinguishing properties will consist, all Christians
are not 8o unanimous,
" Various. sentiments respecting the Millennium have been ad-
vanced, agreeably to the different rules of exposition, and different
views respecting the order of events, which have been adopted.-
Some of these are fanciful, and the fruit of an unlicensed imagina«
tion; others are supported by ingenious arguments, and advocated
by writers whose celebrity command respect. It is not practicable
here to enumerate all these, much less to attempt to refute them.

Those who contend for a literal meaning in every prediction,
and refuse to admit any hieroglyphics, symbols, or figures in the
prophecies, have formed ideas of the Millennium which would,
in a great measure, change not only the moral but the physical
state of the world. In this wiew, among other important events,
they expect that the Lord Jesus will personally appear and remain
present and visible in his Church during the space of 1000 years;
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and that the martyrs will be raised from the dead, and dwell and
reign with Christ during that time on the earth, Expositors who
are better acquainted with the style of prophecy, have adopted a
construction ‘more correspondent with the procedure of Provi.
dence, and with the language and uniform doctrines of scripture.
‘They therefore understand the predictions as ‘expressing, not the
personal presence of Christ, or the actual resurrection of the
martyrs; but the abundant grace and spirit of Jesus with hip
Church, and the character of his peaple at that day, who in prin,
ciples and conversation will be similar to the martyrs. As John,
who had the spirit of Elias, was designated: by that name in pro.
phecy, so all Christians will then have the spirit of the holy conc
fessors, who sealed their testimony with their blood. A high
degree of sanctification and zeal is represented by the amkmg
figure of the resurrection of the martyrs.,

Others have evidently inverted the order of. evants. Thq
seheme which merits most attention, of this class, is that which
considers the Millennium to be the day of judgment—A day
which will then commence, and with its awful process, compre+
hend the whole space of 1000 years. But so many express texts
of scripture, so many interesting doctrines of eur holy religion,
and such singular events which are to happen subsequent to the
Millennium, and which indicate the continyance of the world,
oppose this sentiment, that it appears surprising tha.t mmds [7:3
well informed should ever have adopted it. :

- Let it suffice to observe—-that by the Millennium is not meant
a fifth monarchy, which in its constitution or mode of administra.
tion will be similar to the four preceding—that the kingdom of
Jesus will never be a kingdom of this world—that it will not inter.
fere with other kingdoms any farther than to sanctify them, nor
change the political relation of nations, only so far as they may
- oppose the interests of true religion. This interference in the
nature of things must produce great revelutions; but the change
will be for the better, and terminate in their security and happinesse
The Redeemer will reign in the hearts of men, and his rule and
dominion be at the farthest passible distance from what forms the
courts, the revenues, and ostentation of civil policy.

In a word, there is nothing in our idea of the Millennium, that,
on the one hand, accords to the crude notions of Chiliasts, wha
represent it as a state opposed to the spiritual nature, and unwor.
thy the holy object of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Nor, on the
other, is there any thing in the univegsal propagation of the Gos.
pel and its final success in the Millennial period, which insinpates
that all men, whatever may be their principles aud charactery
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shall be saved. ' The propagation of the Gospel, and the use of
appointed means to bring sinners to repentance and faith, proceed
apon principles directly opposed to universal salvation,

The most scriptural, rational, and connected sentiment respect-
ing the Millennium, is that which simply considers it as a period
in which the knowledge and influence of the everlasting Gospel
shall be extensively experienced. A space of one thiousand years,
during which the whole world shall profess the Christian religion,
and all nations submit to the righteousness and authority of the
blessed Jesus.

This happy state is frequently and copiously described by the
prophets. Their phraseology is so singular, that the subject, wherea
ever it is introduced, can be easily distinguished from every other..
They describe it as a period in which truth and holiness, peace
and joy shall every where prevail. The abundance of grace, and
the plentiful effusion of the Holy Spirit in that blessed season, they
compare to a river issuing from the temple and rolling its salutife-
rous streant, deep and broad, into the ocean, diffusing health and
fife wherever it flows. The change produced in the temper and
conduct of men is represented by a renovation of the natural world,
and the taming of the.fiercest beasts. - The superior happiness of
that period is considered as bestowing additional splendour to the
keavens, and increased fertility to theearth. To inculcate the mag<
nitude of the event, and its blessed consequences to a world which
had long groaned under crimes and miseries, the most affecting
images are introduced, and the force of language is exhausted. ‘But
there is nothing in these figurative descrnptlons ofthe prophets
improper or extravagant. There is hothing in our construction
and view of their predictions enthusiastic, impossible, or even im-
probable; not although many of the descriptions should, as some
believe they will, ¢btain a literal accomplishment. If the religion
of Jesus be from God, as it certainly is, we may expect a time
will come, when that religion shall exert its fullest energy, and be
completely experienced in all its train of happy conscquences
throughout the world; when it shall triumph over every false re<
ligion, and all the nations of the earth be blessed under its benign
influence. This expectation is not hypothetic or problematical;
it is confirmed by the infallible word of promise, which has given
the fullest assurance of that desirable event.

The essential ingredients of the Millennial period are,—the
knowledge of the truth when all shall be taught of God—the holi-
ness that will prevgil, when men of every rank and station shall
livé by faith, and whether they eat or drink, do all to the glory of-
God—the union of the visible Church, when no longer divided,
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the samé doctrines, ofdirfances, and government, will constituts
bne body—the abundant influence of the Holy Spirit as the saneti-
fier and comforter; whereby communion with the Father and the

Son will be richly enjoyed; the means of grace become wells of
salvation; and every act of worship e feast of fat things.—Civil
government will not cease; it is the ordinance of God, and, while
society remains, is essential for the maintenance of order; but
rultrs, by whatever name they may be distinguished, or with what-
ever authority they may be invested, will then no longer abuse

their power, seek their own advancement, or injure religion by
their wicked examples and iniquitous policy. Animated by the
spirit of Christ, they will be his servants, and promote the glory
of God, the lionour of the Saviour, and the happiness of mankind.
Crimes will be extinct in the same proportion that covetousness,
pride, and revenge are subdued. The wickedness of the wicked
will cotie to an end, when love, gentleness, goodness, and all the
fruits of the Spirit abound: Peace will prevail, peace with God
and peace with mah. Wars will cease unto the ends of the earths
‘Then they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spiears
into firuning hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more. The effects of tem-
perance will be health and great longevrity. An active and usefal
life will be crowned with a serene and fruitful old age. Indivi-
duals, families, and nations, by believing in Jesus and obeying his
word, Wwill be exempted fromi the calamities produced by unsanc-
tified passioris, and thie world be blessed under the reign of Mes-
‘iah‘ M

2. When will the Millennium commence? This is the next inquiry.

All the predictions concerning that happy period, refer it to the
close of the New Testament dispensation. It is to be in ke latter
Hays, in the last times. The mountain is the last state or form,
in which tke stone cut out without hands, after destroying the
image, is to appear. But, there are indications respecting the
beginning of this period, from which we gather more than proba-
ble conjectures—1. From the unimterrupted order of events, as
arranged in the Prophecies. What relates to the Millennium is
introduced in the Apocalvpse as immediately following the destruc-
tion of Babylon or antichrist. But this destruction we know, from
the latest possible date, cannot be beyond the year 1999. The
Millenniam, therefore, which is the next event in succession, will
commence in the vear 2000. But—2. The number seven, so often
used in scripture, appears to have given rise to an ancient calcu-
lation, said to be familiar among the Jews long before the coming
of Christ:— Two thousand years before the law (or before
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Abrahdm); two thousand years under the law ; two thousand years
under the Messiah; thien cometh the Sabbath.” This, upon the
strictest examination, may be found to correspond with what we
are authorised from scripture to expect will be realized.

The time employed in creation; the institution of the sabbath;
the numerous sabbaths, not only of days, but of weeks and years;
all measured by seven, have put a singular mark upon a seventh
portion of time from the earliest period of the world. - The same
number is sanctioned in the Apocalypse, and rendered peculiarly
distinct and remarkable. To this general observation we may
apply the argument of Paul to the Hebrews, cliap: iv. where he
speaks of a great subbath or rest, which remaineth for the people
of God; and the words of Peter, 2 Epis. chap. iii. where he not
only asserts that one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day with God; but reéasons upon this calculation of
time, to refute scoffers and establish believers in their expectation
of the new heavens and a new earth. The most candid and critical
exposition of these passages, especially when compared together,
and both considered in connection with the peculiar emphasis God
has, throughout his whole word, and in every dispensation of his
Church, put upon the number seven, lead us to conclude, that
the seventh Millenary period will be as much superior in every
thing respecting religion, to all the preceding periods, as the sab-
bath excels the ordinary days of labcur: That, therefore, the
Church may hope that seventh portion of time will be the great
sabbath of the world. With the opening of that period we expect
the Millennium will commence.

3. The duration of the Millennium, and what from prophecy
we learn is to follow that period, include the remaining inquiry |
upon this subject. From its name it is determined to be a thou-
sand years, The only question upon this number is, whether
years must be here taken symbolically or literally. - If the first, a
day for a year, it would amount to the prodigious term of 160,000
years. But it is not here a symbolical number.: Smaller things
are always used as symbols for greater. Hence days for years.
But years being the greatest periodical revolution known -to the
ancients, were expressed literally. We are undoubtedly in the
Apocalypse to take it thus, and to understand this number as
expressing strictly one thousand years; a seventh portion of the
great Millenary week.

As the Millennium will be immediately preceded by a terrible
conflict, which is the last struggle of the antichristian adversary,
called in prophecy the battle of Jrmageddon; so after the thou-
sand years are expired, Satan, who during that whole period had

I
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heen bound, will be lacsed out of hie firison, and new and unex-
pected troubles will immediately arise in the world. These are
sid to be conducted by an enemy called Gag and Magog.
Ezekial has plainly foretold and fully described this event. In
the Apocalypse the time when it will happen is fixed. The dis-
comfiture of this last adversary, the victory in this last battle in

which the Church will ever be involved, closes the scenes of Revea

lation, as to the state of the Church in this world. It has pleased
God not to inform his people what will be the subsequent train of
events. It is enough to know that captivity will then be led cap~
tive, and all but the last enemy, Death, be already put under the
feet of our conquering Immanuel, But when the whole mystery
of salvation will close; when the day of judgment will open, and
the dead arise, is not revealed. This no man knoweth nor may
know. How long after the defeat of Gog and Magog, before the
blessed Jesus will come to be glorified in his saints, and admired
in all them that believe, is not declared. From the state of things
which appear to be then fully ripened and brought to a crisis, we
ay conclude, it will not be very long before he will appear tie
second téme, without sin, for the complete and eternal salvation of
hu redeemed family.

H.
The Marsyrs avenged.

THE astonishing events which distinguish the close of the last
century are already considered by some of the most enlightened
and pious ministers in Europe, as the commencement of divine
judgments for avenging the blood of the martyrs. In the Evan-
gelical Magazine, an excellent periodical work, published under
the immediate inspection and auspices of these ministers, there is
a review of a sermon upon the death of Louis XVI. where they
ebserve: ¢ There are few instances in which the retributive jus-
tice of God has been more evidently displayed thaa in the late
melancholy events which have taken place in that unhappy nation.

¢ By all the redders of ecclesiastical history it must have been
observed, that France has produced a greater number of martyrs
and confessors for pure Christianity than all the other European
nations. Exclusive of the Waldenses and Albigenses, the suffer-
- ipgs of the Protestants in that kingdom, from the reign of Francis
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the First to the period of the Revolutnon, have been both numerouh
and extreme.

¢ When employed in perusing the details of the disastrous
transactions of that country, ptrotracted from age to age, we have
been astonished at the marvellous patience of God, and his mys-
terious providence, in seeming to disregard the souls urider the
altar, of them that were slain for the testimony of Jesus, though
they daily cried, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? Now at last,
the rightesus Jehovah has taken vengeance; and as punishment
was long delayed, it has, according to the divine procedure, fallen
on its victims with the greater severity. Nor should it be ae-
counted presumptuous if we say, that God has marked the trang.
gressors.in the puhishment he has inflicted. The King, the Nobles,
the Clergy, and the Parliaments of France, who were all united
in persecuting the Protestants; do now ail share in bitter suf-
ferings themselves. We have seen the Parliaments and Nobles
aunihilated; the Clergy, who were attached to the hierarchy of
Rome, driven from their country; and the King put to deathe
Nor is this all; there is something still more striking. Those
streets of Paris, which on 8¢ Bartholomen’s day, 1572, ran with
the blood of thie Protestants, are, in the same month, 1792, stained
with the blood of sorme hundreds of Rotnish Priests: and as the res
vocation of the edict of Namees banished multitudes of Protestants
$uto every country that would receive them, a decree of the na.
tional assembly has driven thousands ef the Clergy (the chief au-
thors of the sufferings of the Protestants) into every kingdom of
Europe that would afford them an esylum. These remarkable
circumstances are so obvnous to those who study the providence of
God, that it is astonishing they should be so little thought of at
the present time. Too many, we fear, have reason to charge
themselves with guilt for being wholly occupied with the actions of
second causes, so as to disregard the work of the Lord, and the
ofieration of his hands.” FEivang. Mog. vol. i. 1793,
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I.
¢ Delays compiensated.

L THE number of the inhabitants of the earth will, doubtless,
then be vastly multiplied, and the number of redeemed ones
much more. If we should suppose that glorious day to last ne
more than a thousand years, and that at the beginning of that
thousand years the world of mankind should be just as numerous
as it is now, and that the number should be doubled, during that
time of great health and peace, and the universal blessing of hea-
wven, once only in an hundred years, the number at the end of the
thousand years would be more than a thousand times greater than
it is now; and if it should be doubled once in fifty years ¢which
probably the number of inhabitants of New-England has ordinarily
been in about half that time), then, at the end of the thousand
years, there would be more than a million of inhabitants on the
face of the earth where there is one now; and there is reason to
think, that through the greater part of this period, at least, the
number of saints will, in their increase, bear a proportion to the
increase of the number of inhabitants.—We shall be very mo-
derate in our conjectures, if we say, it is probable that there will
be an hundred thousand times more, that will actually be re-
deemed to God by Christ’s blood, during that period of the
Church'’s prosperity, than ever had been before, from the begin-
ning of the world to that time.” President Edwards® ¢ Auem[:t
to firomote Agreement in Frayen,” &'c.

4 .

K.
Persecutions.

THE sufferings of the Church, during the first three centuries
under the Roman Emperors, were exceedingly severe. Chris-
tians were continually exposed to the hatred and violence of their
Pagan neighbours. Private citizens and subordinate magistrates
Joaded them with calumny, spoiled thém of their property, and
grievously harassed them throughout the whole of that period;
but there were ten wasting persecutions instigated and inflicted by
the express authority of the Emperors. The firsz was by Nero,
which began about A. D. 67; second by Domitian, A.D. 90;
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third by Trajan, A. D, 100; fourth by Hadrian and Ant. Pius,
A. D. 126; Jfifth by Ant. Philos. and L. A. Verus, A. D. 1683
sixth by Severus, A, D. 208; seventh by Maximinus, A. D. 2363
eighth by Decius, A. D. 251; ninth by Gallus and Volusianus,
A. D. 258; tenth under Dioclesian, A. D. 300.

Some of these succeeded each. other by very short intervals,
and were enforced with the most savage barbarity. But fierce
and dreadful as they proved, they have been greatly exceeded by
the deliberate, systematic, and protracted cruelty of papal Rome.
During a considerable portion of the long period in which that
idolatrous and apostate Church has prevailed, she may be truly
vepresented as drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. Pope Julius, in seven years, was
the occasion of the slaughter of 200,000 Christians. The mas»
sacre in France cut off 100,000 in three months, In the persecu-
tion of the Albigenses and Waldenses, 1,000,000 lost their lives,
From the beginning of the Jesuits till 1580, 900,000 perished,
The Duke of Alva put 36,000 to death. The inquisition, in thirty
years, destroyed 150,000. In Ireland, 300,000 were destroyed.
And how many have been massacred in other persecutions in
France and Piedmont, in the Palatinate and Hungary, none can
fully estimate; besides those that have been in the gallies, or
that have fled.* Surely the Church of Christ may say, If it had
not been the Lord who was on our side when men, actuated by
such principles, and cloathed with such power, rose uf: against us,
then they had swallowed us up quick; then the waters had overs
whelmed us.. Blesséd be the Lord who hath not givenus as q
Jirey to their teeth!

Ty
L,
Miseionary Societies.

s¢ EVERY new society we consider as a new additional ally
stirred up in defence of the cause of God; and in its meetings and
its proceedings we see a new army raised for Christ, and going
forth to fight the battles of their Lord. When this spirit becomes
general (as we trust it will) through the Christian Church, there
will be a large and noble army of spiritual warriors to carry the

* See Fleming on the rise and fall of the Papacy.
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eonquests of Immanuel through every Pagan and Mahometan
eountry. In a word, here is a confirmation of what has been often
suggested of late, that we behold the dawn of a more glorious day
than the world has vet seen.”” Evang. Mag. vol. viii. Nov. 1800,

———

M.
The Church hath seen her worst Days.

HATH the Church survived her severest trials? or, are scenes
of adversity, beyond what she hath ever experienced,.yet in
reserve for her? In these inquiries Christians are deeply in-
terested, and their sentiments much divided. Many good and
great men entertain serious apprehensions of approaching evils,
and cannot divest themselves of anxious fears, that the gloom
will actually thicken at the close, that the number of believers
will be greatly diminished, errors overwhelm the Church, and
true religion be reduced to an extreme point of depression, pre-
vious to that enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom we have
contemplated. Others, on the contrary, conceive the worst to be
past; and whatever temporal afflictions in the impending dispens
sations of Providence may await individual believers or Churchesy
that truth and righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost
will more abundantly prevail, and true religion in its purity and
power, from this day prosper in the world, vastly beyond what has
ever been heretofore known.

It would be gratifying to the Lord’s people to see the arguments
on both sides of this question fairly stated. The subject is worthy

of a minute and impartial discussion. If some pious writer, who -

is equal to the task, would carefully investigate what appertains
to this inquiry, and meet the fears and wishes of believers with
solid and satisfactory arguments, he would bring a message in
season to the Churches. Should those fears be well founded, it is
time, indeed, with renewed vigour, to gird close the gospel arv
mour, and become fortified with graces suited to a day of conflict
and discomfiture. But if such apprehensions are the result of
ignorance or unwarrantable timidity, if they are not supported by
the word of God, especially if they contradict the word, ard
oppose the evident procedure of Divine Providence, let them be
dismissed. They tend to mar the consolation, suppress the
prayers, and weaken the hands of the faithful in the work assigned
to this generation.
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1. Those who expect greater calamities to be inpending, refer
«~to the express prediction respecting the slaying of the witnesses’
~—to that declaration of our Lord which implies, that at his coming
there will be but little faith, and consequently but little holiness,
the fruit of faith, in the world—to general intimations in the pro.’
phetic word of afflictions, perils, and apostacy, which await the
Church antecedent to her enlargement, and mark the latter days—
ahd to existing facts which portend more extensive evils, and in
their train of consequences, must inevitably prove ruinous to the
interests of religion. From these four arguments the conclusion is
principally drawn, that the Church hath not yet seen her worst
days.

In Rev. xi. it is unequivocally and pointedly foretold, that the
faithful witnesses for Jesus during the reign of antichrist would be
greatly reduced, and their situation rendered very distressing. The
first is expressed by the symbolical number zwo, the least required
to establish an authentic testimony. The last is delinefited by their
prophecying in sackcloth, an emblem of mourning and grief.
This was to characterize them during the long period of forty«
two months, or 1260 prophetic years. It is added, and the deast
8hall overcome them, and kill them. And they are described as
lying unburied for tkree days and an haolf, after which they re.
vive, begin their testimony anew in an exalted station, and with
their resurrection the enlargement of the Church commences.

The counstruction put upon this prophecy in its connected parts,
is,—that by the witnesses are meant all true believers at that time-
in Christ ;——that the death of the witnesses is a distinct event, and
something different from, and more than, the reduction of their
numbers or their sackcloth habiliment ;—that this is to happen at
the very close of the suffering period;—that by their death and
unburied state must be understood the total defect of the power
of religion, and the entire extinction of life in the visible Church,
when a mere profession may still prevail, and the Christian name
continue, bat all that is observable of the kingdom of Christ will
be as a putrid corpse, a body without life ;~—and, finally, that this
deplorable condition has never yet been experienced, but is still
to be expected, and will most assuredly be verified. From this
conclusion very serious fears are excited. It is expected Zion
will soon mourn in deeper sackcloth, and the interests of religion’
wither and expire, Oppressed with these gloomy apprehensions,
many excellent Christians sink under the forebodings of greater
evils, and their Aearts tremble for the ark of God. Our limits
restrict us to a brief examinatidp of the first article alone, and
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compel s with reluctance to omit what was prepaied upon edch
of the other arguments.

2. Those who can discover light as well as shade enjoy a
brighter prospect. They put a different construction upon the
Ppassages of scripture produced, and draw a conclusion from exist«
ing facts, directly contrary to that advanced by their desponding
Brethren.

What is foretold of slaying the witnesses, Rev. xi. must, no doubt,
be understood to indicate a very grievous calamity. As this sug-
gests the main argument in the present question, it deserves a
distinct examination. Leét us ascertain—who are intended by the
witnesses—what is meant by their slaughter—who is to perpetrate
this horrid deed—and whether this be not already accomplished.

The wiTNESSEs are usually understood to refer to the Lord’s
people, the spiritual Israel in the aggregate. But it deserves eon-
sideration, whether this general application of the term be accu-
rate and cobresponding with the symbols and style of this book.
All true believers are indeed the Lord’s witnesses. (Isa. xl. 16, 12.)
But in the Apocalypse, true believers, during the reign of antichrist,
are particularly designated by the 144,000 sealed. So this symbol
is used, chap. vii. and again chap. xiv. and this answers to the de-
scription of his hidden people under the persecution of Ahab, who
were said to be 7000, whom God had reserved for himself, and did
not bow the knee to Baal. These were distinguished at that time
from Elijah and afterwards Elisha, who appeared publicly as wit-
nesses for God and true religion. In analogy to this, it may be
alleged, that by the witnesses who were to be slain are meant, not
the whole Church, or sealed believers, who served the Lord dur-
ing the season of persecution, in secret, but those eminent cha-
racters whom God, in succession, raised up to bear an open testi-
'mony against the corruption of the Church of Rome: Some such
appeared in every century, and their names are enrolled in eccle-
siastical history to their immortal honour. Those of John Wick-
lLiffe, Walter Lollard, John Huss, and others of later times, are to
us most familiar. As under the Old Testament many of the pro-
phets and messengers from God, who were emphatically his wit-
nesses, were slain; so under the New, it is here predicted, the
same base and bloody work would be repeated. If this explana-
tion be just, it will remove much of the conclusion built upon this
prophecy, and exhibit the subject in a different point of light.

But granting that by the witnesses are meant the Lord’s people
in general, which is perhaps the most natural and correct con~
struction, a second guestion arisce—VWWhat is intended by their

’
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s1aveuTER? - This cafinot certainly be taken in a literal sensd
for real death or total extermination, as it relates to every indivie
dual believer, since that would imply the extinctjon of the Church
on earth, which never has, nor ever will be realized. It must ind
tend their being brought very low, both as to numbers and privi<
Jeges, and applies immediately to the sufferings before mentioned.
It is evidently added as explanatory of the degree of distress or the
extreme point of affliction and humiliation to whith the Church in
the course of that period would be reduced. It cannct therefore
be a distinct event, ot is there any thing in the prediction which
determines it as taking place exactly at the close of the 1260
years. If it happens at any time within the limits of that suffer<
ing period, the import of thie prophecy will be ariswered.

Of the PERFETRATOR atid atthor of the calamity there can
remain to uncertainty; The whole scene belongs to antichristd
To him this desolation is is specifically ascribed: He is the tyrant
who rediices the number of behcvers, he makes them prophecy
in 'sackclotli; ard he kills them: Fromi this arises, at least, a
probable coriclusion, that thé witnesses liave already been slain ad
much as ever they will be, Turn to antichrist; Look at Himj
Bee an old sinner emaciated by a fatal consumption, feeble, des
spised, and tottering to his downfall Ts it probable that he can
now repeat such horrid havdck, that he can now inflict such deadly
blows as marked the prime of his pride and power? Are uot also
the cliaracter and relative sitiiation of the nations which Leretoforé
aided the beast in shedding the blood of the saints essentially
changéd’ May we ‘not then expect that thie faltering hiefarch
will never again attempt the cruel work ; or, whatéver may be his
impotent enmity or dying striggles, that he will héver be able to
distionour himsélf or disturb the Churchi ahy more by petsecu~
tion?

But it does not rest tipon mere probable conjectire, It is re-
Cuced to a certaintys The prediction has been fully accom-
pLIsHED, The evils comprehended id this patt of the prophecy
have been experiencedi Every tliing intended by overcoming
and killing the witnesses is fufilleds Those who are acquainted
with the history of the Church, during the gloomy period which
‘is justly dénominated the iron age of ignorance and cruelty, can
éntertain rio doubt of this facts
. In the twelfth century, the Waldenses (so called from Peter
Waldo ) and the Albigenses (Who obtained their name from /by,
4 city of Languedoc) became very numerous. These were humble
and holy disciples of Jesus Christ, and therefore hated and perse-
cuted by antichrist. They fled for refuge to different nations, and
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Tepeated acts of vengeance incessantly followed them. In Gefnidny
they were hunted down under the name of Lollards, and every
where pursued with fury and death. The fifteenth century was
the worst. 'Then the bloody work reached its utmbost bounds, and
the enemy might insctibe upon his medal, like Dioclesian, sufier-
stitione Christi ubique deleta. John Huss and Jerome of Prague,
were burned by order of the Council of Constance, in the year
1416, after which the destruction of the faithful rapidly increased.
The Bokemian Calixtines were sednced and overpowered, and
the Tubdorites,* as they were called, with their brethren in Pied-
mont and France, were, before the close of that centuty, nearly
desolated. So low were the humble followers of Jesus, during
this period, reduced, that with difficuity seventy could be con<
veried to consult upon measures for continuing their Church; so
Jow, that wheén the remains of tirat pious people, irr the year 1497,
sent out four nfen to travel, one through Greece and the eas?, an<
other to Russia and the wnorth, a third to Thrace and Balgaria,
and a fourth to Asia, Palestine, and Egypit; they returned withi
the sorrowful tidings, that they found no €hurch of Christ that
was fre¢ from error, superstition, andidolatry. TFwo years after=
wards they sent two persons into Itely and France, to learn if
there were any of the old Waldenses alive. These came back:
with the sad account, that they could find none, but had heard of
4 few remains of the Piedmontois scattered and hid among the:
Alps. Not long after this, the remnant of the Faborites weres

* So called from mount, Thabor, or rather from a town built and
fortified by Ziska, named T'habor. Of these pious and zealous disciples of
John Huss, a very unfavourable view is given by the learned Mosheim ;
* Crudelibus certe sententiis imbuta magna-ejus pars erat, et nil nisi bel-
lum ac sanguinem hostium suorum spirabat.” To establish this opinion
he cites L. Byzinius, an obscure author, who represents them-as a fana-
tical, fierce, and sanguinary sect. If this cited passage be genuine, it
only proves, that among a people, harassed and led as sheep to the
slaughter, there were some individuals, who, when driven to madness by

rsecucion, could not restrain their passions. Mosheim exhibits an ac-
curate and elaborate history of the state of the Church, as far as her fate
was connected with political events, or involved in the history of sur-
rounding nations; but we look in vain to that celebrated historian for the
real state of religion, which constitutes the most essential part of the
history of the Church of Chyist. The gccount of the Taborites, trans-
mitted by those who more justly estimated the character of the humble
followers of Jesus, is very different. The pious professor Lampe speaks
in another style of them. ¢ Melior vero Taboritarum, qui non solum
Hussi doctrinam, quoad reliquos articulos, in quibus dissenssum a Romana
ecclesia professus erat, recipicbant, sed etiam purioris Waldensium eccle-
. iz aureas reliquias inter se fovebant.”—F. A. Lampe Synopsis Historie
Sacre et Ecclesiastics. lib. ii. cap. xi. sect. 13 .
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fliscovered and ‘persecuted with such unrelenting fury, that fw
escaped. The last of them suffered in 1512.

Then the witnesses were slain, the desolation was complete
Then the bleod-thirsty :adversary had killed all. upon whom he
was permitted to lay his cruel hands. Any thing beyond this

" 'would, literally, have been a total extirpation.—For the space of
three days and an half, that is, three and an half prophetic years,
the Church was to continue in this low estate. How observable,
that just that space of time elapsed from that last martyrdom to
the preaching of Zwinglius, who then openly began to' testify
against antichrist, The next year,% 1517, Lauther, the great
Boanerges, came forward, and was soon jeined by a cloud of zeal.
ous adherents, who nobly withstood -the rage of the enemy, and
boldly defied all the thunder of the vatican.

Then the witnesses began to arise, and the spirit of life frm
God entered into them. In the year 1529, when many Christian
princes and chiefs of several nations protested against the edict-of
Worms and Spires, it might be said that the witnesses szood ufi0it
their feet.  And after the victory obtained over Charles by Mau-
rice of Saxony, in the year 1553, the witnesses ascended, and their,
enemics beheld them; they attained a high station, and were puh-
Ycly protected (in the symbolmal language, they ascended uf: o
heaven ); and they have, in some degree, eyer since maintained
that elevated station, and been greatly henoured and extensively
blessed. Whatever partial injuries they have sustained; whatever
retrograde steps may haye been taken, and losses sustained by the
Church since the reformation; or whatever may be the troubles
with which she may be called yet to struggle, they never have
been, nor ever will be brought o low again. 'The witnesses have
been killed, and their resurrection has commenced, Their deso-
lation was gradual, and their resuscitation will be gradual. It has
began, and will increase. The prediction respecting their death
is already accomPLISHED. Nothing can, therefore, be alleged
frem this prophecy to authorize the expectation of any future
low estate of the Church, but rather a certain proof of her increase
and prosperity,

The remaining arguments to prove that the mte;ests of true
religion will decline, and the Church see worse days, which are
drawn from SCRIPTURE, may be all answered, by asserting, with-

* That Zwinglius began one year before Luther, see Joh. Hen. Hot-
tingeri Historia Reformationis Helvetie, tom. ii. lih. 6. Moshejm ac-
knowledges ¢ Zwinglius, quod defliteri nolumus veritatis partem quamdam
Jam perspexerat antequam Lutherum pubhce cum pontifice. congrederetur,”
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out the least hesitation, that there is nothing in the word of God
to support such conclysions. The passages which are adduced,
when correctly explained, will be found either to reféer to what
has already been fulfilled ; or to express a low state of religion,
without deciding the degree of apostacy, and to which the present
state sufficiently answers; or, finally, to announce conflicts and
trials arising from the dispepsations of providence, in which the
real interests of religion will not be injured, but actually increased
and made ultimately to triumph. ZAe wai/ has been, and will
again be built, even in troublous times.

Arguments from existing ¥AcTs are more alarming. The
three principal classes to which these are reduced, which cannot
here be even enumerated, are each of them formidable, and in
their inseparable consequences, if permitted to prevail* and be-
gome universal, would inevitably prove ruinous to the Church of

. * Whoever blasphemes the Redeemer, blasphemes the Creator. He
that bonoureth not the Son cannot honour tbe Futber. In opposing revealed
ligion, it is impossible to avoid opposition to the religion of nature.
geism in theory has its fixed limits; but the spirit of infidelity is as much
at enmity against natural religion as revealed ; and when once engaged in
opposition to the latter, it unavoidably overleaps the boundaries of the
former. Infidels may begin against the Bible, but they will end against
the light of nature.  This unhappy contest always militates against the
first principles of moral obligation, and what was simple deism at first,
with all its fair pretentions, becomes, when vigorously maintained, actual
atheism in the sequel. This accounts for what many consider as a phe-
nomenon in the character which stigmatises infidels; and this confirms,
contrary to their intention, the divine origin of that holy system of re-
vealed truths and duties, against which they wage such wicked and fruit-
less war. In falling upon that stone they break themselyes. Ah! when
that stone shall fall upon them, it will grind them to powder. .
After all the writings, labours, and vauntings on one side, and the alarms
and fears on the other, what has infidelity gained? Are the deists multi-
plied? Are they honoured> Is their cause becoming more popular? Is it
patronized by many men of information] Whatever may be the answer,
as it respects Europe, it is a decided fact, thatdeism is declining in Ame-
‘rica. That impious philosophy, which, by its novelty and impudence,
imposed upon- the public mind; is so destitute of sound principle, and its
abettors are detected in 50 much ignorance or wilful misrepresentation,
that not only the wise and good despise and abhor it, but even the youn,
and unexperienced have learned to shun a system replete with blasphemy
and stupidity. Many who once inclined towards infidelity, have obtained,
clearer views. Instead of finding a better religion, they thére found none
at all. They have penetrated through the cloud, and begin to love their
Bible. Booksellers declare this to be the book, of all others, now most
called for, and of readiest sale. This is not a_favourable symptom for
infidelity. Let men read and understand the Bible, and they will be
fortified against the sophisms and snares of the ungodly. Let parents
recommend this best of all books to their children, and the rising genera-
:Ji!‘;l? will frown infidels and their writings into deserved contempt and,
oblivien. ‘
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Qhrist, But they will not prevail. Theycanneverbeeom tinde
wversal, )

Zion looks for her enlargement to the sovereign grice and
power of her divine Redeemer. In him are all lier springs,
The Lorp is her help and shield, for vain is the hélfi.of man.
There is nothing on the part of sinners which can saggest encous
ragement or justify despair. Sinners will never submit to Jesus-
as the Lord their RIGETEOUSNESS, or be willing tb bie saved by
him from their sins, except they are regenerated by the Spirit of
God. The Spirit of God gives life to all that live. He renews
and sanctifies; he teaches and guides into all truth; he conyinces
and reproves of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. By his
gracious influences dccompanying the word, by his special and
effectual operations ypon their souls, sinners are enabled to repent
and believe. Where the Spirit breathes, whether in the thronged
city or the lonely cottage, there religion prospers; without him,
pames and forms are false a.nd hollow, mere sounding brass or
tinkling cymbals,

How soon the Lord can make a way in the wilderness, and open
rivers in the desert; how soon the Spirit can raise a standard,
plant his fear and love in hearts which were hardened in profane-
ness and infidelity, and in the symbolical language of Isaiah, make
the dragons and the owls honour him, have been evinced in the
late astonishing revivals of religion in many places, and particu-
larly in some of the Western and Southern States: a work at-
tended with many singular occurrences, but which has been pro-
nounced, upon the most impartial and accurate examination, to be
a signal display of the power of divine grace. These facts refute
the fears of desponding believers, and are splendid tokens for good
to the interests of religion.

But the most illustrious pledge is found in the missionary spirit
which has pervaded the Churches, This has already proved a
source of precious blessings to those who have heartily engaged in
it, and is an undeniable earnest for the enlargement of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom. It is the greatest event that has happened
since the Reformation, and as it stands connected with proximate
and remote consequences, is far superior to it. A new era is
formed in the Church, and with it a new argument to prove that
she is rising to higher prosperity. This is another step in the gra-
dual plan to bring her out of the wilderness. This is another ad-
vancement in the resurrection of the witnesses. This insures ac-
quisitions abroad which will abundantly compensate for defection
and losses at home. If those who have often been called refuse
to come, ke north shall give up, the south no longer keep back,
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and the heathen from the uttermost parts of the earth will Ay to
Jesus, as the doves to their windows. If Churches which have .
long enjoyed ministers and ordinances, abuse their privileges, de.
part from the doctrines of grace, and sink into formality, the Hot.
tentots and Hindoos, the Tartars and the Indians will zake ufi tlug
croes, and shout their Saviour’s praise. :

God moves in a mystenous way,
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
-The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain;

God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain,
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ANNUAL REPORT

. \"\ /O.P THE

'DIRECTORS.

IN meeting their Brethren of the Society, on this eighth return
of their annual solemnities, the Directors desire affectionately to
salute them in ‘the Lord; to congratulate them on the peaceful
- circumstances under which they are convened; and to join them
, in grateful acknowledgments to the God of all graoe and salva~
‘0“- !

© It would rejowe their hearts lf they were able to announce to the
Society the general triumph of the cross among those heathen tribes
towards which their exertions have been directed. -But though
they have not such pleasing intelligence to communicate; and
though the last year has not been without its unfavourable occur~
rences; . yet, among the varioas articles of information whick they
are ‘about to present, they have the satisfaction to -believe, that
there are some which will both gratlfy aud animate the friends of
the Redeemer’s kingdom.

- The prospects of the mission to the Nortthectem Indians
have considerably brightened since the date of the last reports
The Society were then informed that Mr. Holmes was engaged as

. a permanent missionary; had fixed his residence among the 7us-
caroras and Senecas; and, though warmly opposed by certain
impostors and their adherents,- among the latter, was evidently
increasing in influence and in usefulness. The Directors have
now the pleasure to announce, that the labours of this faithful mis--
gionary have been still more eminently blessed in the course of the
last year ; and that there is abundant encouragement to continue
and extend the exertions of the Society in that quarter.

The building designed to serve as a Church and School-house
among the Zuscaroras, for which the Legislature of this State
appropriated a sum of money more than two years ago, and which
was not erected at the date of the last-report, has been since com-
pleted; angd is found higbly convenient and useful. The erection
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#f a similar house among the Senecas, for which thé same provisiad
“was made by the State, was attempted in the course of the last
summer; but the warriors of that natxon, instigated by the ¢ Pro-
phet of the Alleghiany,” and in opposmon to the will of the Sachiems,
violently opposed the building of the house, and arrested the pro-
gress of the work. This opposition of the warriors, however, is
how overcome: they have consented that the building shall go on ¢
and some measures have been taken to obtain from the Legislature
an extention of tlie time allowed for its completion: :

The success of the mission amiong the Zkscarords is daily be-
coming more apparent and pleasings Their respectful observance
of the Sabbath ; their decorum and seriousness in attending on public
worship; their proficiéncy in psalmody, their resolution to banisht
the use of spirituous liquors from their nation; and their general
desire to receive evangelical truthi, and to émbrace the arts of civils
ized life, continue and increase; Mr. Ho/mes even expresses a com-
fortable hope that a number of them have been broughtto a saving.
acquaintance with that Gospel which is ke fower of God unto sal
vation to every one that believeth. The idolatrous féasts which
have been long practised by thiis natiori, in' common with the other
Indians, have, at length, yielded to more correct sentiments and
manners. They have been for some time attended less generallyy
and with less ardour than formerly ; but the Directors are informed
that, last fall, an attempt being made by a few of the nation to en~
gage in this disorderly scene, a sufficient number could ot be cols
lected to carry the plan into execution, and that nothing of the kind
has since been attemptedd. This is only one of many proofs which
have been given, that habits of order ate gaining ground in that
mation. They are deteimtined, henceforward, to live by agricul-
ture. They anxiously desire, and have already taken considerabld
pains, to collect all that belong to their nation into one place, thab
they may enjoy the advantages of the Gospel and of civilization; and
express the fullest conviction of the temporal as well as spiritual
benefits which are likely to result from receiving the religion of
Christ. To this happy event, the animated and zealous exertions
of Sacharissa, the chief Sachem; of Prentup, the second Sachem;
of Longboard, the chief Warrior; and of the other chiefs, have
greatly contributed, who have been indefatigable in their endea~
vour's to promiote the missionary cause among their nation.

In the month of December last, Longboard passed through this
city, on his return from the city of Washington, whither he had
gone to transact some business favourable to the collection and
civilization of his people; He was accompanied by John Mount-
Pleasant, an interpreter, and another Indian, all of the same nas -
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‘tiomi 'Thé Directors had a most agreeable interview with this

Chief and those who were with him. In this interview Longboard
declaret the resolution of the Sachems, and of the nation to which
he belonged, to abide by the good way, notwithstanding all the dif-
ficulties that might interpose, and the dangers to be apprehended
from the arts of wicked men. He assured the Board of their dis-
position to maintain an inviolable friendship with the Missionary
Society: he expressed an earnest désire that the strictest regula-
tion might be adopted to counteract the designs, and prevent the
miscliief of those who aré unfriendly to the Indians, and to the
progress of the Gospel among them; and requested to be furnished
with a testimonial in wtiting, which might certify to his nation,
and other Indians, that he had met with the Directors, and that
the ties of friendship between them and his nation were confirmeds
The Directors returned an answer to the speech of the Chief, de-
claring the determination of the Society to continue. the mission
amang the Zusearoras; expressing their joy that they were so far
disposed to receive the Gospél; and requesting the continuance of
their friendship to Mr. Holmes, and to the * word of life” which
he delivered, To this answer Longboard made a friendly replys
He promised to communicate an account of this interview to hig
aation; requested the prayers of the Society for his safe journey
home; begged the Directors to sympathise with his weakness and
-ignorance, as it was but a short time since he had heard the voice
of thie Lord; and declared his hope, that his nation would in a few.
years universally embrace the Gospel.—The Board, after this ins
terview, took an affectionate leave of the Chief and his compa-
nions, having furnished them with the testimonials which they
-requested, and a friendly address to their nation. The Dlrectors
also thoughit proper to present them with a small sum, to assist in
bearing tlie expenses of their long journey.—The Board have since
been informed, that this sum not proving sufficient for their pur.
pose, they were under the necessity of borrowing an additional
sum in Albany, to enable them to complete their journey.—This
loan has been since punctually repaid by the nation, and they have
expressed the highest satisfaction, that the white people had so

_ much confidence in them as to lend money to their Chief; and

intim ated that they considered this as one among the many advan-
tages which had already accrued to them by receiving the Gos-
pele .
Among the Senecas the disposition to favour the views of the
Society, theugh less general and decided than among the Zuscg-
Zroras, is yet apparently on the increase, and ought to.be. consie
dered, under all circumstances, as highly encouraging. . The Di«

. L :
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fectors not long sine received a speech;, delivered to My. Holme
by Red Jacket, a Seneca Chief, in behalf of his nation. In thig
speech there is a solemn engagement that the nation will adopt the
customs of the white people, with this reserve, that they be al«
lowed, in pursiance of a practice handed down ta them by their
forefathers, to meet together twice every year; once to offer up-
thanks to the Great Spirit for their success in hunting, asd at
another period to express their gratitude for his blessing on their
erop of comm. A copy of this speech was retained by the nation,
as a memorial of their engagement, and a pledge of their fidelitys
‘When this voluntary transaction is considered in connection withy
e victory before-mentioned over the influence of the false Prow
pihet, and over the opposition of the warriors, the Directors can-
sot help cherishing’ the hope, that he who kas all power in hea«
ven and in earth, is about to open a way for the extensive and il~
hastrious triemph of his grace among that benighted people.

Of the promising appearances which lave lately attended the
North-Western Mission, it is none of the least, that the Indians begin
to recognize more distinctly tham heretofore, the difference between
good and bad white people; between those who visit them for sel-
fish or dishonest purposes, and those who go with the benévolens:
design of doing good to them and their families. They are begin«
ning to admit the convictiony: that it-is fioeezble for men of the latter
character to be actuated by a disinterésted desire to promote their
temporal and eternal happiness. 'The Directors e¢onsider this as
gaining an important point ; and hope it will prove introductory to
revolutions in the views and characters of these pagans, more ra~
dical, and more gratifying to tlre pious mind« '

Mr. Holmes retursed to this city a few weeks ago, for the pur~
pose of conferring with the Directors and seeing his friepds. The
Beard take pleasure in assuring the Society, that they recieve every
year new testimony of the fidelity, zeal, and diligence of this Misv
sionary, and consider his labours as promising great @sefulness t
the cause in which he is engaged. From the representations whicly
he has made, and from an attentive view of all the circumstances
whiclf have come to their knowledge, relating to this Mission, they
have been indaced to think some new arrangements necessary for
prosecuting more effectually the designs of the Society. -These ars
rangements they will progeed to state with all convenient brevity.

As no house ean be obtained for the accommodation of the Mise
sionary nearer to the Zukcarora village than at the distance of tem
miles, it is highly important, if not indispensably necessary, both to
the comfort and usefulness of the Missionary, that a house should
be built, cither in the village, or contignous to it, for his residences
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But us doubts Irave been entertained whether the building of sach,
an house be within the constitutional powers of the Society ; as
sheir funds, even if these doubts did not exist, are not adequate.to
such an undertaking; and as Mr. Holmes has expressed an opia
wion, that, if duly authorized for the purpese, he could procure by
donation the means of erecting such a building as might be neces
sary ; the Directors have resolved to give Mr. Holmes the propesr
credentials for this purpose, authorizing him to receive donations
for building a house for the Missionary, op Indian ground, to be
tonsidered as destined to the use of the suecessive missionaries
among the Zuscaroras, under the direction of the Society.

Repeated applications have been made to Mr, Hol/mes, by a sbts
tlement of Indians at Cataraguas, en the south side of Lake Eriey
congisting of Senecas, Delawares and Munsces, and amounting ine
the whale to about 300 souls, to have a school established among
them. The Difectors believing that a school in this settlement
would prebably be productive of useful effects, have authorized
Mr. Holmes to take measures to gstablish ene, as soon as conyes
nient, and to employ a suitable teacher,

Believing that the distribution of small premiums among sach oi
the Indian youth as shall distinguish themselves by their regular
attendance, their orderly deportment, and their proficiency in
learning, will have a tendency to excite a laudable and usefil emue
Iation among them, the Board have directed . that a small sum be
¢éxpended in the purchase of some cheap articles, to' be disposed
of in this manner, uhder the direction of Mr, Ho/mes, They have
&lso directed that a quantity of New Testaments, spelling-books,
music books, eopper-plate copies, paper, and quills, be provided,
. sofficiént for the use of the scheol already established,

The Directors finding, upon inquiry, that the sum heretofore
allowed to Mr, Holmes, for salary and travelling expenses, is not
adequate to his support, have agreed to make an additimeoit of
sixty.two dollars and fifty cents fier annum.

Seth, the son of a deceased Sachem of the Twecarore nation,
having be¢n committed to the care of Mr. Holmes, who brought
him to Albany, the Directors think it advisable that he should res
main in the neighbourhood of that eity; and have accordingly
authorized and requested Mr. Holmes to provide an eligible place
for him, where he may learn a trade, and obtain some other useful
imstruction. - And the Secretary has been directed to write to the
Northern Missionary Society, requesting that Society, or some of
its members, to take the moral conduct of this youth ender their

jpatticular inspection; and informing them that this Society will bé
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responsible for the neoessary expenses which may be mcurmd oK
his account.

"Fhe laborious and useful Cusick has withdrawn from the service
of the Society; not from any disaffection to its design, but on ac-
count of his private concerns, which demand a larger share of his
time and attention than would be compatible mth his contmuance
in the station which he lately held.

* The Directors have appointed David Fowler, who was mention-
ed in the last report, as a standing interpreter and school-master,
under the direction of the Missionary. His compensation is fifteen
dollars a month, with the allowance of travelling expenses. John
Wauchtaughnaut is also retained as interpreter and school-master,
on the terms stated in a former report. Mr. Holmes has likewise
been empowered, if he should find it necessary, to employ Jokn
Mount-Pleasant as a permanent interpreter; and to allow him at
the rate of eight dollars a month. And as this Indian rendered
eertain services as interpreter, from February to September, in
the year 1803, the Directors have ordered that he be paid eight
dollars per month, for those services, during the time that he was
actually employed.

* The Board having been informed that Sacharissa and Jokn
Wauchtaughnaut have sustained heavy losses by fire, in the course
of the last year, resolved, that although they cannot indemmify
them for these losses; yet, as the former has always manifested a
friendly disposition towards the Mission, and as the latter suffered
his loss when in the service ‘of the Society, it is proper to make
each of them a small present, as a token of sympathy and good
will; and accordingly appropriated thirty dollars for this purpose,
to be put into the hands of Mr. Holmes, and by him laid out in such
articles of cloathmg as he ‘may think will be most agreeable and
useful.

Jokn Johnston, the young Seneca Chief, at the date of the last
report, was under the care of the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of Mend-
ham, New-Jersey. He remained there until the month of Decem-
ber last, when the Directors, finding that he was not satisfied, and
that, owing to peculiar circumstances, there was little prospect
that he would' employ his time at'that place in the most profitable
manner, permitted him to return to this city, and have since placed
him at Flatbusk, on Long-Island, where he is at present. It will
‘probably be thought best to send- him back to hls natmn, on the
yeturn of Mr. Holmes.

- Beforedismissing what relates to the North-Western Mission, th.
' Directors think proper to' state, that, in the opinion of the Mis;
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sienary, it.would be highly useful to send some Minister belonging:
to this Society to the scene of his labours, to examine the state of
the Mission on the spot, to inquire how far the mode of eonducting
it might be improved, and'te report the result of his observations!
to the Society. The Directors concur with Mr. Ho/mes in this
epinion,  and have reselved to adopt such a measure as soon as
convenient.

- It is also worthy of ‘notice,. that the delegauon from the Mwlnc-
konuk Indians, residing at New-Stockbridge, to some more western’
tribes, returned in the course of the last year. The design.of this
delegation was communicated to the Society in the report of 1802.
The Indians engaged in it visited several nations, but directed their
attention more particularly to their ¢ grand-fathers,” the Dela- .
wares. They urged them to receive the Gospel; declared the

- temporal as well as spiritual advantages which they had themselves'

derived from it; and represented the dangers to which they were:
exposed while they continued to reject the religion of Christ.: The
Delawares expressed their readiness and wish to receive the Gos-
pel; and there can be little doubt that Missionaries would be im-
medlately welcomed to their nation.

After these long and favourable details concerning the North«
"Vestem Mission, - the Directors would be highly gratified if it
were in their power to communicate intelligence equally distinct
and agreeable from the South. - Far. from this, they have the’
painful task of announcing to.the Society, that the Mission to the-
Chickasaws is totally suspended. At the date of the last. reporty -
the Society were informed that the aspect of that Mission was by
no means of the most agreeable kind. Since that time, the
Directors having reason to believe, from the communication of
Mr. Bullen himself; that there was little prospect of his usefulness’
among the Indians; finding, also, that the Chéckasaws were in an
unsettled. condition, and contemplated a removal beyond-the
Mississippi, they were unanimously of opinion, that it was best
to discontinue the Mission; and, accordingly, in- November last,
communicated this determination to Mr. Bullen. QOn account of*
the great distance of the Chickasaw country, the Directors have
received no answer to this communication. His accounts are not
yet finally adjusted; and it is uncertain whether he yet remains
in that country, or has removed elsewhere. The Directors hope
to be able, in a few weeks, to bring to.a close an undertaking in.
which it has not pleased the great- Head of the Church to give
them that success and satisfaction which they once fondly anticis
pated. But to. his sovereign will they desire to bow. And theg

trust,'that, notwithstanding the unfavourable circumstances which-
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fhave attended thelr exertions in that quarter, it will, after aX,
be found, that they have not been wholly unproductive of usefy}
effects. They do not entirely dismiss the hope, that a seed has
been cast into that unpromising scil, which will yet spring up,
and bring forth fruit to the glory of Immanuel’s name.

The Directors have received no particular infornration, aiuco
the date of their last report, from Paul Cuffee, the Missionary at
the east end of Long-Island. There is reason, however, to be-
lieve that he continues to labour with fidelity, and not without
success, to his Indian brethren in that corner of the State.

While the Directors, in compliance with their censtitutional
duty, communicate to the Society an account of their own operas
-tions during the last year, they cannot overlook the exertions
which have been made, by other associations, in the sarme period,
for promoting the kingdom of Christ; nor hear without joy, thes
these exertions have been ¢rowned withy any degree of success.

The Missionary Societies of Connecticut and Massachusetis
appear, from their last published reports, to be pursuing, with
unremitted zeal, the great object for which they associated. It
s believed, that in the course of the last year there were eme
ployed at different times, by the Societies instituted in those States,
about sizteen missionaries, of whom the greater part laboured
in the frontier settlements, and one among seme of the Northe
Western tribes of Indians. From the reports of these missionaries,
there is reason to believe that much good hasml!edfmthdr
ministrations.

From the Northern Missionary Society in this State, and ﬁ’o&
the Missionary Society of New-Jersey, the Directors have heard
nothing since the last report, which requires particular notice,
‘These associations stil maintain a friendly intercourse with us,
and appear to keep in view the important design for which they
were instituted.

Since the last anmm.l meeting of this Society, the ¢ Committes
of Missions,” under the care of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church, have published pleasing accounts of theis
designs and exertions to send the glad tidings of salvation to the
new settlements; to the blacks in the Southern States; and to the
Indian tribes. ¢« The Synod of Pittsburgh” has formed itself into
an assogiation for similar purposes, under the style of  The Wests
ern Missionary Seciety,” and has several missipnaries employed.
“ The Synod of Virginia,” and ¢“the Synod of the Carolinas,™ are
also engaged with zeal in purnnng the same interesting objects
In the course of the last year, it is believed that nearly twenty
missionaries were sent out by different bodu belonging to the
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Presbytetian Charch; the greater part of them §6 preach the
Gospel and organize Churches in the frontier settlements; some
to labour in such parts of the interior of our country as are des«
€itote of the means of grace; and two as missionaries among the
Indians, one to the Catawbas, and the other to the Cherokees.

To a general report of the state of missions it would be injus-
tice mot to add, that the missionaries of the United Brethrem
continte their exertions for the conversion of the heathea with
the same fervent love and indefatigable diligence which marked
their first entrance on the glorious undertaking.

The missionary spirit in the old world still glows with undiv
minished fervour, The Directors received, a few months sincey
an affectionate and animating communication from the ¢ London
Missionary Society,” by which it appears, that the last annual
mecting of that body was larger than on any former occasion, and
fhat the smiles of a gracious Providence attend their exertionss

Their missionaries remain in Otaheite, and contimme to entertain.

hopes of being useful to the wretched Pagans among whom they
@well. The labours of their missionaries in Jfrice are eminently
Blessed. ¢« Many thousands of the heathen in that eountry,” they-
inform us, ¢ are naw listening to the joyful sound of the Gospel ;
and more than a few who were afar off, are bronght nigh by the
blood of Christ.’” The Society instituted for prosewtmg missions
to ¢ Africa and the East,” have also engaged in extensive and
promising plans, and have met with a degree of success highly
animating. And, finally, the Baptist Mission irr India, at the date
of the last accounts, promised, perhaps, more than ever before,
%o answer the expectations, and to gladden the hearts of all who
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. In these things the
Directors do not doubt that their brethren of the Society will cor~
dially rejoice, and join with them in giving glory to the God of
salvation, wlro is thus appearing to build ufs Zion, and to spread
the firaise of the glory of his graces

- In returning to contemplate the condition of the heathen in om

own country, the Directofs would earnestly call the attention of.

the Society to the magnitude of the undertaking in which they are.
engaged, and to the necessity of more extended and more vigor-
ous exertiomss More missionaries and more ample means of sup«
porting them, are both indispensably necessary to such a prosecu=
tion of the work committed to them as its present exigencies
demand. They are persuaded that more than swenfy missionaries
tnight, at this moment, be usefully employed among the heathen
in our own State and on its borders; and that even a greater
number-could scarcely answer the pressing calis for spiritual helpy

~
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wliiclf are keard on every side.- But alas! where shall the Direcs
tors look for such a number of holy and apostolic men, who.are
willing to leave the seats of civilized life, and to surrender the
ease and comforts of refined society, to preach among the poor
pagans the unsearchable riches of Christ? And when will Chris-
tians feel as they ought the obligation which lies upon them, not
only to desire and pray for the conversion of the heathen, but alsgp
to give a portion of their substance for promoting an object which
qught to be so dear to the heart of every believer? May the
Lord of the harvest raise up and send forth labourers into his
harvest; and open the hearts of his people to devise liberal things
for the support of his own cause!

An account of the receipts and expendltures during the last
year, and of the general state of the funds, will be laid before the
Society with this report. It will be readily seen from this account,
that an apgmentation of the revenues of the Socnety was nevepr
more pressingly demanded. :

But however contracted our resources, however feeble our ex.
ertions, and however small the success of our labours lntherto,
the Directors are not discouraged. From such an undertaking
they cannot desist :—in such a cause they cannot despair. The
silver and the gold are Jehovah’s, and in his hands are the hearts
of all flesh. They will, therefore, hope and pray, and would en<
gage othersto join with them in hoping and praying, that none
may be permitted to grow weary in well doing; but that all con-
cerned in this and similar assocxatlons, may be stca{ﬁwt, unmova-
ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we
know that. our labour is not in vain in the Lord.

By order of the Dircctors,
JOHN M. MASON, Secretary.
. New-York, April 2d, 1804.

o
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To evince the attention of the Indians to Missionary Labours,
and their ardent desire to have the Gospiel fireached among
them, the Directors have selected for frublication the followmg
Speeches and Extract from a Joumal.

A Sheech delivered by RED JACKET, a Sachem of the Seneca Na-:
tion of Indians, in Council with the princifial Sachems of the
Seneca, Onondaga, and Cayuga Nations, to the Rev. ELkA~
N4 HoLMES, Missionary to the North-Western Indians.

FATHER,

WE thank the Great Spirit above for the opportunity of meet-
ing together this day. We are sorry we have made so many de-
lays on our part; and for not letting the Missionary Socxety know
our minds before. ;

" Father, We are sorry that you have been detained so long on our
account; we have now made up our minds, and concluded on a Ge«
neral Council, that hereafter there shall be no difficulty arising onr
our part.

" Father, We have heard the advice which you have repeatedly‘
given us, and have taken it coolly into consideration, so that alk
our people understand it. Your customs are different from ours.
We agree to yours, but are not content to forget some of our own/
customs, which have been handed down to us by our forefathers.

- Father, Some years ago, the reason which we assign for our fore-
fathers not laying hold of the Gospel and the customs of the white'

. people, is that they supposed they inhabited a tract of country suf-
ficiently extensive to render them independent of the white people;
but you passed by and looked over us, and went to visit more
western nations. i

Father, Our friends, the Indians, have found the evil of not ate
tending to good advice; for instance, here are a number of different
nations, Delawares, Tuscaroras, and others, who, for a want of .
education, and a knowledge of your customs, have been deceived
by the white people, and become their slaves, and have been seen-
at their doors cutting wood and making brooms to earn their
bread; when, if they had followed the customs of their forefathers,
they would have known better, and would not have been there.

Father, This is the reason why we gradually comply with what
the Missionary Society has recommended to us, that we may not
be deceived and taken advantage of like those we mentioned be-

M
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fore. We have great hopes, from the information we have re«
ceived from the young Chief whom the Missionary Society have
now wndér their care, that he will be of great service to'usy and
be able to read our papers, and explain all writings which we may
receive from the Missionary Society, or on any other business.

Father, It has been recommended to us by your great Chief,
Geéneral Washington, that we should be united as friends and bro-
thers, and learn to cultivate the soil, and attend to every thing that
would be for our comfort and happiness.

Father, You, have been sent here by a number of those who
wear the same cloth with yourself ; their good intention in sending
you among us Wwas to open our eyes, and to instruct us in those
things which will be for our good.

. Father, We are convinced that the Missionary Society are friends
to the Indians.

Father, You have taken a great deal of pains and trouble in
coming among us to instruct us for our good: but we make not the
smallest doubt that there are a number of white people who have
doubted whether we shall ever lay hold of the Gospel, and of the
good instructions which you have come so far to give us; but we
hope to convince those of that opinion, that our children will lay
hold of all the good advice which you have from time to time
given us.

. We, the Chiefs of the Seneca, Onondaga, and Cayuga nations,
bave agreed to listen to what has been recommended to us; not
that we say that a// will listen, but that the greater part have
agreed to hearken to what our fathers, the Missionary Society,
have said to us.

Father, We have been a long time counselling. among ourselves.
gbout building the house for worship, and for educating our chil-
drep, which you have recommended to us, and are now all agreed
that it shall be built at the place where you have stuck the stake,
and hope that it may become useful to our children, and make
them wise.

Father, We thank the Great Spirit above, and the Missionary.
Seciety, for sending you among us. We have heard the good ef-
fect it has had, by the care they have taken of the young chief.
We return our fathers, the Missionary Society, thanks for their.
gttention and care of him, and for the benefit we expect to receive:
from him hereafter. .

Father, We have given up this young chief to your charge:
but we cannot say how far you are going to carry him in learning,
but will leave it to our fathers, the Missionary Society, to say
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thow far they think proper to carry him ; so that, when he returns
%o us, he may be capable of transacting our public bBusiness equnl
#o the white people.

Father, Upon this subject we will stopy but probably say some-
thing farther on another subject.

Father, Look around the room, and you will see a number of us
with the appearance of o/d age upon our countenances, who have
no idea of leaving off some of our ancient customs; but we will
deave our children to judge for themselves.

Father, You have visited us in our villages when we were at-
tending to our customary worship about the middle of cold weather.
We make it a custom to meet together at that time at our several
villages, which is a custom handed down to us by our forefathers;
to return thanks to the Great Spirit above for the success we have
had in hunting our game for the support of our families.

Fathier, There is another time when we return thanks to the
. Great Spirit. It is when our crops become fit for use; it being
from him that we receive all these good things.

These customs now mentioned we intend to continue .in, and
we hope you will have no objections to our following them.

Father, You would not like to have us deprive you of any of
your customs; how weuld you feel if we were to insist on your
leaving off your customs and adopt ours? For this reason, Fa»
ther, we will retain the customs before mentioned, ahd attend
_ to yours; and pray to the Great Spirit that éoz4 may lead us to
_happiness. -
 Father, This is all we have to say at this time, only that we
wish that a copy of the talk delivered this day, may be sent to
our Fathers, the Missionary Society, and that one may be also
left with us, so that if it should be forgotten by our old men, 11:
may bﬂ seen gad understeod by our children, hereafter.

Buffaloe Creek, 28th Seprtember, 1803.

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify, that we were present

when the Speech of Red Jacket, a Sachem of the Seneca nation

of Indians, was delivered to the Rev. Elkanah Holmes, Missionary

to the North-Western Indians, and ¢that the above is a correct

tranmslation of it, as interpreted to ws by Messrs. Johnson and

Bmith, Indian Iaterpreters, ,

' ' DAVID THOMPSON,

Justice of Peace, County of Genesee.
JOHN W. BROWNSON,

Licut. 18t Regt. U. S. Infantry,
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Speech of RED JackE?Y to Mr. HoLMES.

HE said the prophet at the Allegany, and the woman at Tusca.
rora, and their dreaming people, had sat up, and persuaded some
of the warriors to forbid the building of the house; for they said
if it was built, they should lose their nation, as they had the
Oneidas and others who had received the Gospel and learning,
and had gone off from them—for they would receive the religion
of white people, and their children would get learning, and then
they would join with the white people, and forsake the customs
and the religion of their forefathers: and also they had charged
me with bribing Red Jacket and the other Sachems, to prevail
upon them to try to persuade the nation to consent to have the
" house erected, and to receive the Gospel, and to have their
children schooled; and that it was nonsense to say that Jesus
Christ was made of a woman, and so came into the world to save
men; and that it was all impossible. But Red Jacket said he
would not believe in such liars, who would wrap themselves in a
blanket, and lie down under a shady tree, and feign themselves
dead, and breathe all the time, and then pretend to come to life
again, and tell of great things that they had seen and heard while
dead. But he said he believed that with God all things were pos-
sible; and that it was possible for him to ha ve made Jesus Christ
of a man instead of a woman, if he had chose to have done it;
therefore he said he intended to believe on Jesus Christ, and no
one else.
1

———

Extract from the Indian Journal, being the sixzth Speech that
was delivered to the Delaware Nation residing at Wauprekum-
makuhk, or White River, on the 15th Day of Afiril, 1803.

GRAND-FATHERS,

AGAIN Histen to the voice of your grand-children, the Mahea-
kunnuks, I have observed to you in my other speech, that as
there was and is two Great Spirits, the one is holy and good, and
the other is bad; likewise there has been and is two sorts of white
people, who follow two different paths; the one believe the Great
and Good Spirit, and the other the Evil Spirit. And I will now tell
you further, that the one loves the Indians in general, and the
other has no compassion on them: the one has been endeavouring
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o civilize and Christianize them, and the other has learned them
to drink the poisonous liquors into excess, and many other wicked
practices. This has been the case with the different tribes who
formerly inhabited on the eastward, as well as the tribes else-
where, ever since white people came over to this Island.

- Some of the tribes accepted the offer of the good white people,
but the rest, with contempt, rejected it; and they took hold with
both hands the cup of the evil minded.

Grand-Fathers, Be it known to you and your tribes, that all the
nations who thus rejected civilization and the Christian religion,
and embraced the wicked practices of the white people, were
poor, and finally became extinct from the earth, and even their
mame is forgotten. But, on thg other hand, all the Indians whe
accepted the offer of the good white people were blessed; so far
as they were faithful they prospered, and the remnant of them
remain to this day.

Grand-Fathetrs, I will also inform you that the Christian religion
was offered to my forefathers at first near seventy years ago: in
consequence of which the Sachems and Counsellors who were then
living together with their young men, about two hundred in num<
ber, held a council, to know whether it was best for the nation to
accept the offer or not. Previous to that:period many of them
had learned how to follow the examples of the bad white people,
particularly in drinking the poisonous liquors into excess, and had
prejudice against the Christian religion: however, the result of
the Council was this, not to reject the offer before they should try
it, and let it be preached in one certain village, and let every
man and woman go and hear it, and embrace it if they think it
best ; and Wannuhktukok (or.Heuhtonack) was the village so
chosen, at which place I was born, and these my companions;
there my nation were collected, such as were disposed to hear the
Gospel, At the same time there were many, as I observed be-
fore, who, by the influence of some wicked people, and by the
means of ardent liquors, would not listen to the voice of the
preacher, and, finally, all such were diminished very fast, some
are gone to live among other nations, and the rest buried under
the earth; consequently, their villages, as it were, desolated and
dispossessed by the whites. But the above mentioned village was
the only one that has remained to the last, and the descendants
of those who embrace civilization and the Christian religion are
now still remaining as a nation.

Grand-Fathers, I will further inform you, that many of the
good white people of late are, it seems, greatly stirred up by the
influence of the Good Spirit to have more pity on the Indians in
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general; consequently, they have embodied themselves into ocie«
. ties, that they may help such as they think proper objects. I
never heard of such stirring among whites before. And further,
ane of these societies or associations have entered into covenant
of friendship with my nation, whose Council Fire is at Manahuh.
taunuk (or the city of New-York); they are your friends and
brothers as well as ours. And the great men of the United States
are more disposed to do good towards the people of our colour.

Grand-Fathers, Your grand-children, the Muheakunnuk nation,
have been endeavouring to learn the arts of civilization and the
Christian religion; and, by long experience, they find this is the
best way for them to live, and much easier than the ancient way.
1 don’t desire you to forsake yourunting, or any of your whole-
some customs.

Then I took up a white belt of wampum, and said, v

Grand-Fathers, As my ancestors and yours have eotabhshed a
covenant of friendship, which has been kept sacred, and never
been violated, and having well known the deplorable situation of
our colour in general, induced my nation to come to introduce ci-
vilization and the Christian religion to you and your tribes or
clans.*

Grand-Fathers, Now, I exhort you to consider this seriously, and
to have compassion on yoer young men, women and children, and
let them learn this, what our white brothers call A, B, C, which
is the foundation of learning. It is like as if you stand at the head
of a living stream: the further you follow, you will find it wider;
which has no end; and by following it faithfully you will find va-
rious advantages: among other things, you will be able to open
the eyes of our and your grand-children, the different tribes in this
country, who always look to their geand-fathers for advice and
counsel. .

Grand-Fathers, Be assured that, by following this path, I and
my nation have found many advantages. Among other things, our
white brothers cannot so easily cheat us now, with regard to our
land affairs, as they have done our forefathers,

Grand-Fathers, You have heard your grand-children thus far,
and as I am your true friend, I will speak to you further, and I
will not hide any thing from you. Having recommended civiliza-
tion and the Christian religion to you, I will tell you deeply to con-
sider the matter, and have compassion on your young men, wo,
men and children. Idon’t expect you can follow these things at

* The Indlans are divided into three clans, the Turkey, the Turtle,
and the Bear; and these have their particular chiefs.
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once. You know very well that many of the instruments of the
whiite people are found to be useful with us, the Indians, as well as
with them ; and that they are not rained or poured down imme-
diately from heaven by the Great and Good Spirit: but it is his
will to use his people as instruments to manufacture these things,
to be useful to mankind of all colours. Just so it is his will and
good pleasure to use his good people as instruments to propagate
civilization and the Christian religion among the poor Indians,

QGrand-Fathers, I must plainly tell you this simple truth, that if
you will now, as a nation, accept what I offer you, and follow that
straight path, the Great and Good Spirit will bless you; that you
will become a wise people ; and you shall i increase both in number
and substance : consequently you will be happy indeed in this life
and the life to come; and you will be able to hold your lands to the.
latest generation, for this is the will of the Great and Good Spirit.
T must also tell you plainly, that if you reject such offer, and
embrace the cup of the evil minded, you will participate with
these nations whom I have mentioned in their miseries; you will
become poor in every respect, and you will be scattered; your
villages be desolated or dispossessed by a people who will cultivate
your lands. Then I ask what you and my grand-children, the
different tribes, will think; be assured they will be sorry, and you
will be despised by many; and, finally, you will become extinct
from the earth. Therefore, grand-fathers, think of these things,
and may the Great and Good Spirit help you in your delibera-
tions. \

{A white belt of wampum with a piece of paper sewed on one
end, on which was written, A, B, C, 1, 2, 3, delivered on the
16th idstant.]

Then Tatepuhqusch, Sachem of the Delaware nation, deli-
vered the following reply:

GRAND-CHILDREN,

THE Chiefs, herdes, young men, women, and children thank
you for your kind visit, with such important concern, which you
laid before your grand-fathers.

Iam glad the Great and Good Spirit has helped you to renew

_the ancient covenant of friendship that subsisted between my an-

cestors and yours.
Grand-Children, Listen : I also take hold of that friendship, and

‘begin to renew it.

- Grand-Children, In your speech you said that you had been try-
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ing to follow civilization and the Christian religion, and found it to
be good for your nation; and being well acquainted with the dis-
mal situation of your grand-fathers, as well as other tribes, and
having compassionate feelings towards us, induce you to come so
far to offer or recommend to us the same.—I thank you for this
also.

Grand-Children, I now declare unto you that we have well con-
sidered the matter that you proposed to us, and I and my chiefs,
heroes, young men, women and children, unanimously agreed to
accept and take hold with both hands all you have recommended
tous. Our eyes are on you.

[A large belt of wampum, near four feet in length, was deli-

.vered, contzumug 6000 wampums.] .

The following is a copy of a letter our people brought with them,

which I will add.
& Fort Wayne, June 8th, 1803.

€ DEAR SIR,

“ THE bearer hereof, Capt. Hendrick Aupucemut, Chief of the.
Muheakunnuk nation, has been on a mission from his tribe to the
Delaware and other North-Western Indians. He was here during

the negociation which took place relative to the treaty, which was

yesterday brought to a favourable issue, and has done me much
service, by recommending to the Indians to adopt the plan which
was proposed to them. I must request you to receive and treat
him kindly ; and request, in my name, of the commanding officer
at Detroit, to give him, and the men who are with him, a passage
in some public vessel to Fort Erie. You will please also to furnish
them with provision for the voyage. Capt. Hendrick has received
a good English education, and you will find him deserving your
attention.
« T am, with much regard, dear Sir,
¢ Your humble servant,
¢« WILLIAM H. HARRISON.
«C. TowrT, Esq.
€ Agent of Indian Affairs, Detroit.”

T will add also the following certificate. |

¢ This may certify, that Captain Hendrick, a Muheakunnuk
Indian Chief, and eight of his nation, arrived at this place the 24th
April, 1803; since which time they have continued at this place,
and done every thing in their power to prevail on the Indians in
this country to become more civilized than they are at present.

pups g
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v They have also taken great pains to explain to the Indians the

great advantage they would obtain from adopting the custom and
manners of the white people. During the time that Capta.m
Hendrick and his party stayed at this place, they have behaved
themselves with the greatest propriety.
¢« WILLIAM WELLS,
« Agent jfor Indian Affairs,
« Fort Wayne, Indiana Territory,
¢ June 17, 1803.”

Mssionary Society, Monday, April 2, 1804,

MR. BINGHAM, from the Committee appointed to settle:the
accounts of the Treasurer, reported, that they had performed
the duty assigned them; that they had found the Treasurer’s ac-
counts clear and accurate; and that there is a balance in the hands
of the Treasurer of ninety-four pounds five shillings and five
pence; besides fifteen shares in the New-York Insurance Com-
pany, of which the dividend remains unpaid.

———

At the annual meeting of the Society, April 3, 1804, the following
" Officers and other Directors were duly elected for the ensuing
year.

Rev. J. RopGERS, D. D. President.

Rev. J. H. LivingsToN, D. D. Vice-President.

Rev. JorN M. Mason, D. D. Secretary.

" - Jorw~ BrooME, Esq. ‘Treasurer.

PeTER WiLsoN, LL. D. Clerk.

OTHER DIRECTORS.

Rev. WiLrL1am Liny, D. D.
Rev. Joun MKN1GHT, D. D.
Rev. SAMUEL MILLER, D. D.
Rev. Joun N. ABEEL.
Rev. Joun WiLLIAMS.
Rev. RoBeErRT FOREST.
Rev. GEORGE STREBECK.

LEeoNARD BLEECKER, Esq.
Mr. RoBerT GosMAN.

Joun BincHAM, Esq.
Mr. BENjaMIN PAGE,

AxTHONY PosT, Esq.
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