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At a meeting of the Nrw-Yorx Missionary
Socrety, Apri 2, 1800.

On motion,

REsoLvED, That the thanks of the
SocreTy be prefented to Dr. LinNn, for
his Sernen preachied before them laft
evening, and that he be requefted to
furnifh a copy thereor for publication.

Extraded from the Minutes,

JOHN N. ABEEL, Clerk p. ¢



THE

CHRISTIAN’s ZEAL

FOR THE

CHURCH.

el .

PsALM cxxxvii 5. 6.

If I forget thee, O Ferufalem, let my right
band forget ber cunning. If I do not
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the

roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Feru-
Jalem cbove my chief joy.

THE penman of this pfalm is un-
known. He was, probably, fome holy
prophet, pricft, or Levite, who penned
it during his own and his brethren’s
captivity in Babylon. It h:s ever been
juftly admired ; and attempts have been

madc by fome of the firft poets to rendcr
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1t into Englifh verfe. We regret that he
who excelled all others in facred poefy,
and who has ,.ven an admirable tranf-
Jation of this pfalm, ¢ in its Jewith
‘“ form,” fhould have afferted, that it
“ could not well be converted into Chrif-
“ tianity ;7 * and has, confequently,
omitted it in his {yftem for divine wor-
thip. It appears to admit of 2n eafy and
ufeful application,

A3 Jerufalem was a type of the Chrif-
tian church on earth, and of the general
aflembly of the firft-born on high, fo the
captive ftate of the Jews, the fcoffs whick
they endured from their ene¢mies, the
aficlionate remembrance of their former
privileges, and their profpeds of a glo-
rious reftoration, well reprefent the af-
flictions of the Church, and her final
triumph ; together with the excrcifes of
the pious under thefc confiderations.
'The words whizh have been rezd are
beautifully and forcibly expreflive. To

* Dr. Watts's Mifeolineous 'l'h(:ught;jv.
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manifeft the moft tender concern for the
diftrefs of Jerufalem, and anxiety for her
deliverance, the form of an imprecation
is adopted. ¢ If I forget thee, O Jeru-
¢ {alem, let my right hand forget her
¢ cunning. If I do not remember thee,
* let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
“ mouth j if I prefer not Jerufalem above
“ my chief joy.” Rather than ftring their
harps for the purpofe of mirth, they
wifh that they might lofe their fkill in
playing ; rather than ceafe to mourn their
defolate condition, and look forward to
the return of profperity, they wifh to be

deprived o1 the ufe of their faculties.

Tuese words tcach us, my brethren,
what ought to be our fentiment and con-
duc with refped to the extenfion of the
rolpel of Chrift; and they aftord a pro-
per {ubjet of difcourfe on this occa-
fion. They have been preferred, becaufe
Chriftians appear more to neced cvcite-
ment than information as to ther dutv,

v

There 1s not one of us who does not
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believe that a time will come when the
Chriftian religion will prevail over the
whole earth, and that we are under obli-
gation to promote this; but we are too
feldom aware of the means in our power,
and too difinclined to ufe them. In one
word, while we alfent to the neceflity and
benefit of miffions, they are either not
undertaken, or not fupported, for want
of a miflicnary {pirit.

TuE defign then is, imply, to defcribe
the temper and practice of thofe who can
fincerely {peak the language of the text.

IN the firft plice, The cnlargement of
the Church 1s to fuch, an object of therr
higheft defire. “ If I prefer not Jerufa-
“ Jem above my chief joy.” To this,
riches, honors, and pleafures yield 1n ef-
timation, and with the greateft reafon.
The glory of God, and the welfare of
mankind are the leading principles which

govern the Chriftian’s heart; and thefe

are advanced 1 proportion to the fuccefs
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of the ggﬁ)el. Every fentiment of grati-
tude, and every benevolent feeling unite
in diffufing the knowledge of the love of
God to our loft world.

Tuis contributes to the temporal hap-
pinefs of men, by enliglcening thar
minds, fubduing their evil paflions, and
direGting them in the difcharge of the du-
ties which they owe to the great Author
of all, and to one another. That {o much
mifery is found on this earth arifes from
the partial and imperfect prevalence of
the Chriftian religion. Even where it 1s
profefled, it is either mifunderftood, or
corrupted, or the power of it 1s not felt.
Its real ter lency is to produce righteouf-
nefs and peace; and we are aflured that
this will be the efi=¢&t when the nations
gencrally embrace it that “ nation {hall
“ not lift up iword againft nation, nei-
“ ther hall they lecarn war any more.”

Tur mere politician confiders 2 nation

happy when her commerce 1s exten{ive
. B
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and {fecure ; when fhe 1s tranquil at
home, and commands refpect abroad ;
he {ees in the revolutions of empires only
the workings of human paflions, and he
fondly anticipates a time when civil rights
being well underftood, and free govern-
ments eftablithed, a melioration fhall take
place. But he who prefers Jerufalem
above his chief joy, calls “ that people
‘“ happy whofe God 1s the Lord ;” he
views every revolution as connected with
and fubfervient to Mefliah’s reign, and
that on this ultimately depends the hap-
pinefs of the great family of mankind.
The fault lies in the innate corruption of
our nature. That only which can and
will effetually regenerate the world is
the religion of Jefus Chrifl.

But when we confider that the re-
demption of Chnift 1s the way which God
hath provided for the recovery of fallen
mcn to holinefs and  bappinefs 3 that
without the knowledge of this they muft

fuller endlefs mifery in a future {flate,
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how awfully important to publifh the
tidings of falvation! The reflettion that
the greater part of our race are living 1n
ignorance of the true God, in f{ufpenfe
as to what awaits them after death, or in
anticipation of divine wrath, and muift
finally fink under cverlafting defpair, will
excite the moft lively emotions in the
pious heart.* * If I forget thee, O Je-
¢ rufalem.” ¢ Nothing 1s {o conftant in
“ my remembrance, nothing gives me
¢ fuch deep forrow as the perifhing con-

“ dition of my fellow-creatures.”’

* By the belt caleulations, Millions.
Europe contains . . . . . . I53

According to Zimmerman, . . . . . . . . 144,130,000
Afie, . . .+ « « +« < . . 500
Africa, . . . « « « . . . I50

America, o« + o« « + « o o+ IS0

Cme_———

Total 953

'The number of Roman Catholics Millions.
is computed to be about . . . . 90
Proteftants, . . . . . . . . 24
114

If wec dedu& this number from the cther there remain 839 millions
wio do not profefs the Chritizn religion, Lofides the mhabitants of the

newly difcovered countrics.
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Is he, my brethren, cftcemed a bene-
factor of mankind who,breaks the yoke
of tyrants, and fccures to a people civil
frecedom ? M}iCh more ought he who de-
livers them from the captivity of fin and
fatan. Is he entitled to reward who in-
“troduces the arts of civilization? Much
more 1s he who teaches the heavenly art
of living to God, and prepares citizens
for the New Jerufalem. Is he the friend
of the poor and miferable who vifits, and
cheers by his bounty, their gloomy
abodes ? Much more 1s he who dire(ls
the laboring confcience where to find
peace, and points to life and immortality
through the Saviour. The progrefs of
the gofpel 1s an objeét of the higheft
importance to the temporal and eternal
welfarc of our racc, and 1t 1s an obje&t
of the higheflt delire to all who feel the

{pirit of the text.

In the fecond place, Such will encou-
race and ftreneothon one another in this
L CJ v

. \".‘ - ’;"‘ ‘.T .] } A s . -~
gz}-f.“:ous worl, While they 2re not un-
2 P
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apprehenfive of the difhiculties which they
muit neceflarily encounter, they will not
be difpofed to magnify thefe, and to
dwell upon them {fo as to difcourage

* them{elves and others. Every enterprife
is attended with difficulties. The Chrif-
tian has nothing to do with thefe, when
the path of duty is evident, but to fore-
fee and prepare to meet them ; leaving
the event to God who doeth according to
his will, and before whom the mountains
often become a plain. '

IT has been faid, by way of difcourag-
ing the attempt to fend the gofpel to the
Heathen, that now is not the time which

.God hath fixed for their converfion,
Whence has this information been ob-
tained? Who has releafed Chriftians
from the obligation to make conftant and
unwearied exertions? Are not the means
and the end conneéted? And when the
former are faithfully ufed, have we not
rcafon to believe that the latter will fol-

low? Yca, when the proper mcthods are
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vigoroufly purfued, may it not be faid,

that the time 1s come?

IT has been objected that it is in vain
to {end the goipel to a people, until they
are civilized? But how are they to be
civihized ! Will not the perfon who
teaches them the things which belong to
their everlafting peace, teach them alfo
the arts of civilization, and inculcate the
duties of fobriety and induftry? Will
their meeting together for divine wor-
{hip, and the inftru&ion of their children
have no effect? Will not thefe gradually
check their roving difpofition, and foften
their ferocious nature? So far from wait-
ing until a ftate of civilization precede
the preaching of the gofpel, that thefe
muft go together; or rather, the recep-
tion of the Chrithan religion will natu-

rally produce the other.

Ac a1y, It has been objected that mul-
titedies oir the frontiers, and even 1n the

interior places of cur country, arc defti-
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tute of religious inftru&tion; and that
thefe firft demand our attention, It can-
not be juftly faid that they are fo deftitute
as the favages in the wildernefs. Many
of them once lived under the gofpel ; and
they either have, or might have now the
means of falvation. The holy {criptures,
which teftify of Chnift, are acceflible to
them. Befides miflionarics are fent among
them by moft of the Chriftian denomi-
nations. Granting their condition to be
pitiable, i1s not the condition of others
more to be deplored? Should we not fly
to fave thofe firft who are in the greateft
danger of deftruction? Who have the
beft claim to our benevolence? Thofe
who are deprived of everv way of relief,
or thofe who w:ll not ufe 1t when in their

reach ?

I'T has been further {larted as a difli-
culty that proper mifhonarics cannot be
procured. Ouchi perfens item to forget

that ¢ the Lord of the lLarvell” hath
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promifed, and ¢ that he will fend forth

¢¢ JTabourers into his harveft.”

THESE objections will not deter tholfe
who are intent on the work. They are
anfwered by referring to the grace of the
Redeemer, and by an appeal to repeated
experience. Had the Apoftles been af-
frighted by dangers of this:fort, they had
never gone forth into all the world. Had
Paul confulted with flefh and blood, he
had not beer: ¢ debtor both to the Greeks,
“ and to the Barbarians;’ he had never
preached the gofpel “ from Jerufalem
‘“ and round about unto Illyricum.” Let
any miffionary tc the iflands of the South-
Sea, to Africa, or to the Indians on our
borders, produce fuch a catalogue of
hardfhips as this; “ Of the Jews five
¢ times received I forty {tripes fave one.
“ Thrice was I beaten with rods, once
“ was I ftoned, thrice I fuffered fhip-
¢« wreck ; a night and a day have I been
“in the decp: In journcying often, in
¢« perils of waters, in p sils of robbers,
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¢ in periis by mine own countrymen, n
« perils by the heathen, in perils in the
¢ city, in perils in the wildernefs, in pe-
«“ rils in the fea, in perils among falfe
“ brethren ; In wearineis and painful-
“ nefs, in watchings often, in hunger and
¢ thirft, in" faftings oftén, in cold and
¢ nakednefs.”*—What a holy zeal actua-
ted this great Apoftle! Thefe various
and numerous {ufferings, enough to ap-
pal the ftouteft heart, did not check his
career. He has left them on record, as
if to thame the indolence and timidity
of thofe who complain, or to fhow what

can be endured for the crofs of Chnift.

THE inftitution of fuch focieties as of
late years have taken place, embracing
the different denominations, has a happy

tendency to encourage, to animate, and

to give efficacy to their eftorts. The in-
fluence of a fingle man 1s often great;
the influence of a number flriving to-
gether for the fame caufe 1s {ull greater,

w

¢
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and renders fuccefs almoft certain. The
expreffion ufed in the addrefs of one of
the Mifltonary Societies in Britain,* con-
veys a noble and affeCting idea; * a ge-
“ neral movement of the Church upon
“ earth.”  When this army marches to
battle under Jefus the Captain of falva-
tion, their viCories will be irrefiftible, ra-
pid, and univerfal. “ Gird thy f{word
“ upon thy thigh, O moft mighty, with
“ thy glory and thy majefty. And in thy
“ majefty ride profperoufly, becaufe of
“ truth, and meeknefs, and righteouf~
“ nefs: And thy right hand fhall teach
“ thee terrible things.”

IN the third place, Thofe who feel the
fpirit exprefled by the Jewifh captives
in the text, will make the caufe of the
Church matter of earneft and repeated
fupplications to the throne of grace. As
the fuccefs of the gofpel 1s uppermotit in
their thoughts and what they moft fer-
vently defire, {o they will piead with God

* Ecwburgh. $ Plalm xlv. 3, 4.




FOR THE CHURCH,. 19

that every obftacle may be removed, and
that ¢ all fleth may fee his falvation.”
« Ye that make mention of the Lord,”
fays the prophet, “ keep not filence ; and
“ oive him no reft, till he make Jerufa-
¢ lem a praife in the earth.”*

How coafolatory to Chriftians to know
that though fome of them may be depri-
ved of other means of affording affiftance,
yet they can all help by their prayers!
And what encouragement to Mifhionaries

ftruggling with difficulues, that they
have accefs to Him who heareth prayer,
and are aflured that they are continually
remembered by the faithful in every
part of the world !

Besipes the fecret addrefles to God,
thofe who are truly engaged for the pro-
‘motion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, will
meet together, and unite in their fuppli-
cations. To this exercife a blefling 1s
promifed, Hear the words of our Lord!

* aich Izi, 6, 7.
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“1 fay unto you, That if two of you
“ fhall agree on earth as touching any
‘“ thing that they fhall afk, it f{hall be
“ done for them of my Father which is
“1n heaven. For where two or three are
“ gathered together in my name, there am
“I1n the midft of them.”* This is what
makes the concerts of prayer {o neceflary

Ik

and ufeful. They originated in Britain
immediately upon the inftitution of the
Miflionary Societies, and the example in
both was followed here. The fame {pi-
rit which leads to the one will lead to
the other.

TuEesE focteties for miflionary efforts,
and for prayer, are the more pleafing,
and promife to be attended with the
greater advantage, becaufe they confift of
thofe of various dencminations. Differ-
ing in things {mall and unefiential, they
“ agrec as touching one thing that they
“ {hall atk.” Our Father who art in
heaven, bring thy pcople more and more

Y Matt. aviik 109, 20
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to one mind in extending the gofpel of
thy Son, and in an{wer to their joinf re-
quefls, let the work be done for therm !

ONCE MORE, Let me mention that
thofe who manifeft the temper which has
been defcribed, will cheerfully contribute
of their worldly fubftance. Without
this, our defires are infincere, we do but
difhearten and weaken one another, and
our prayers are unacceptable. The Apoi-
tle, in commending the liberality of the
Churches of Macedonia, {ays, they ¢ firft
¢“ o, ve their own felves to the Lord, and
“ unto us by the will of God.” All who
truly devote themfelves to God, will de-
vote the means with which they are fa-
vored to the premotion of his caufe.
They will confider them{elves not as pro-
prietors, but as ftewards; that wealth is
given them not to live in eafe, and roll
in {plendor, but that they may employ
it in the fervice of Him who 15 Lord
of all.
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“ Lo, I dwel,” faid David, * in an
 houfe of cedars, but the ark of the
“ covenant of the Lord remaineth under
“ curtains.”* How f{imilar his words in
another place to thofe in the text! ¢ Sure-
* Iy I will not come into the tabernacle
* of my houfe, nor go up into my bed;
#¢1 will not give fleep to mine eyes, nor
“ flumber to mine eye-iids, until I find
¥ out a place for the Lord, an habitation
“ for the mighty God of Jacob.”t I
“ feel criminal,” as though he had faid,
“in poflefling, and cannot enjoy this
“ coftly manfion, nor any of the luxuries
“ with which I am furrounded, until
¢ provifion be made for the ark of God.”
The prophet Haggai, when he reproved
the people for their neglet of building
the Lord’s houfe, faid, ¢ Is it time for
“vyou, O yve, to dwell in your ceiled
“ houfes, and this houfe he wafte.” Abh,
how differently do forme who call them-
felves Chriftians aét! While they live in
fplendid houfes, ride 1n chariots, and fare

* 1 Chron. xvii. I. + Pfalm cxxxii. 3, 4, §.
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fumptuouily every day, they hardly be-
ftow a thought on the millions who pe-
rith for lack of knowledge. Even the
crumbs which fall from their tables, the
fuperfluities of fortune, are refufed.

THE objetion has beent fometimed
made, that were there an opportunity
of eftablithing miflions in this country,

Chriftians are not fufficiently numerous
and wealthy for the purpofe. A little
confideration will teach us, that the only
danger is in the want of union and zeal.
If united, they can accomplith more than
they «re aware of ; and if zealous, abun-
dant means can be produced. Do we
not find individuals and companies pur-
chafing immenfe tra@s of land, eftablifh-
ing banks, building palaces, and freight-
ing veflels with the richeft treafures:?
Whence all thefe things? Whence do
men derive the means for thefe enter-
prifes, and yet when folicited to give for
religious ufes their right hands forget
their cunning ! They are withered and
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cannot be ftretched forth? Is it not he-
caufe they forget Jerufalem, and fet her
profperity below their chief joy ? Infidels
may f{neer, and carnal profeflors ftart
alarmed as though they feared to be
robbed of their gods, but let them know
that accurfed is every thing which is not
fubfervient to the crofs of Chrift; and
that whofoever facrilegioufly withholds
from God, his money fhall perifh with
him, the ruft of it fhall witnefs againft
him, and fhall eat his fleth as it were fire.

BuT there is no neceflity for fuch de-
mands upon Chriftians as would deprive
them of a fingle convenience or even
comfort in life. There 1s an abundance
for the work, of what the pofleflors can-
not poflibly enjoy; yea, of what 1s a
burden to them, and may be a real inju-
ry to their pofterity. None will under-
ftand me as inveighing againft induftry
and enterprife in the concerns of this
world, or againft a liberal provifion for
our houfeholds. Suffer me, however, to
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fay, and to afk every one in this affern-
bly to mark it, that the honor and ad-
vantage of wealth lie {ingly in its proper
ufe. It makes eminent when it is made
the inftrument of eminent good.

WueN God requires our fouls, whofe
fhall thofe things be which we have pro-
vided ? When at death; O man, thy right
hand fhall forget her cunning, and thy
tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth,
will it be a pleafure to refle&t that thou
never ufedft either for the glory of God?
Had{t thou remembered Jerufalem, and
preferred her above thy chief joy, thou
wouldft have had a place there ; but now
thou art thut out, and thy fhort-lived joys
are followed by endlefs torments !

ApmITTING that the rich worldiing
fhould {till withhold his gifts, there 1s no
occafion for defpair. All who are im-
prefled with the importance of the ‘efign
will contribute time after time, accord-

ing to their ability; and God will gra-
D
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cioufly accept and profper the willing
mind. He knows the deiolations of our
Zion, he will fulfil the defires of the
mourners, and he will “ do good, in his

“ good pleafure unto Zion, and will build
“ the walls of Jerufalem.”

AfFTER this brief difcuflion of the
fubjed, bear with me a little longer, my
brethren, while I endeavour to apply it
more particularly to the bufinefs for which
we are allembled this evening.

WHEN fo many parts of the earth are
buried i1n darknefs, the light which we
enjgy {hould raife our gratitude to God
who hath thus diftinguifthed us. Our
privileges call alfo for a fuitable improve-
ment of them. More 1s expected from us
tnan from the unenlightened heathen;
and 1f we continue in i1mpenitence, our
condemnation will be more highly aggra-
vated. Let us remember thefe words of
owr Lord; * ThLis 1s the condemnation,
¢ that light 1s come 1nto the world, and
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“ men loved darknefs rather than light,
¢¢ becaufe their deeds were evil.” * Let
us tremble ar the woes he denounced

‘again{t Chorazin, Bethfaida, and Caper-

naum, on account of their unbelief, atter
all the mighty works which had been
done among them. O finners, the gofpel
which w¢ with to publith abroad, has

. been often publifhed to you. What re-

ception have you given it? Are you fuill
firangers to faith in the righteoufnefs of
Chrift to juftify you before God, and to
the influences of the holy Spirit to renew
and {anclify your nature? Be alarmed at
your condition, and be entreated to cin-
brace without delay the falvation which
is offered to you. Unlefs we have been
brought to feel cur own fin and mifery,
and to flee for refuge to that plan of re-
covery which God hath revealed, it is not
to be expe€ted that we will be folicitous
to proclaim the glad tidings to others.
Only the love of God fhed abroad in the

heart will caufe bowels of compaflion,

* John ii. 19,




28 THY CHRISTIAN'S ZEAL

Only this will excite a real concern that

the Lord may *¢ gather together the out-
“ cafts of Ifrael.”

WitH the inftitution of a Miflionary
Society in this city, the principal object
of which 1s to {fend the gofpel to the In-
dian tribes, you are well acquainted. The
tranfactions of the Society have been
publithed annually ; and the progrefs
which has been made will appear from
the report of the DireCtors at this meet-
ing. It 1s neceflary, at prefert, only to
fay, that the miflionary who was fent to
the Chickafaw Indians * has been form-
ally and kindly received ; that he return-
ed laft fall, with the approbation of the
chiefs, 1n order to remove his family;

* The Chickafaws arc fettled on the head branches of the Tombeck-
be, Mobile, and Yozoo rivers, in the northweft corner of Georgia.
‘Though they are not numerous, yet their peaceable difpoﬁtion‘ and
unvzried friendfhip for the United States; the mildnefs and healthinefs
‘of the cliinate; there being no Miflionaries among them, and their
neighhourhiood to feveral powerful nations; have induced the focicty to
prefer tham as the obiedt of their firft eliorts.  Should fuceefs be grant-
ea, accefs will be ourined to the Crecks, Cherokees, and Chacktaws

wlin are now favorubly difpofed for the reception of Miflionaries,
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that the Dire@ors employed, during the
winter, an additionai perfon as a catechift,
and who is alfo a mechanic; and that both
thefe perfons with their wives and twelve
children began their journey, in the ftate
of Vermont, on the 13th day of laft
month, 4nd are now on their way to the
Chickafaw countrv. The whole company
confifts of “venteen fouls.* They have
been furnifhed with paflports, and every
neceflary document. O Shepherd of If-
racl, lead the flock in fafety to the place
of their deftination !

HAvING thus effeCted a permanent re.
fidence for perfons whe carry with them
the joyful found of the gofpel, and the
arts of civilized life, we believe that tem-
poral and eternal bleflings are about to
be extended to thefe poor heathen. The
{upport of thefe miffionaries and of others
who may be employed, as the profpe&
brightens, will require conftant dona-

* One of the Miflionaries, by confent of the Dire@ors, has taken

wiath hin as a meniber of his family, a young man fkilled in hufbandry.
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tions from all who prefer ]erufalem
above their chief joy. At firf it feemed
matter of experiment, and fome doubted;
but every encouragement which can be
rationally expected 1s now given. If we
contributed formerly, when there was
neither Miflionary, nor certain objeét of
his labcurs in view, how much more

when God hath direéted to both, and
granted fuccefs!

Y

FREQUENTLY has been pled before
you the caufe of poor children, and your
works praifed you. On a late ozcafion,
you committed to us the facred truft of
exprefling your griefs for the lofs of the
man whom you delighted to honor, and
we received your indulgence.* Fain
would we, this evening, clear ourfelves
of the blood of men. Terrible are the
yells of the favage when he darts from
his ambufh on his foe; but infinitely
more terrible his {creams of agony in a

¥ The orations delivered T'ch, 22d, 1800, on the death of Geniral
Wafhington.
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future flate, to thofc who fuffer him to
perifh through negle@. “ You white
¢ people knew the will of the Great Spi-
“ rit, but you would not come and tell
“us. You came indeed into our weods,
“and took away our hunting grounds.
“ You brought us rum, and exchanged it
“ for our furs. You taught us to lie, and
“ to cheat, and to {fwear ; but you fent us
“ none to teach us how we might be hap-
“ py when we were gathered to our fa-
“ thers.” How fevere fuch reproaches !
and alas, how juftly merited by fome
who bear the Chriftian name !

Tue colle®ions made on the evenings
of prayer are fmall. It is at the annual
meetings the Society folicits, and places
confiderable dependence for aid. A fer-
mon is preached as a mean of engaging
our own hcarts in the duties of religion,
of animating one another in our noble
underi.zing, and of affording an oppor-
tunity to all who love Jerufalem to con-
tribute their gifts.  “ Peace be within
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“ thy walls, and profperity within thy
¢“ palaces.” ¢ If I forget thee, O Jeru-
“ falem, let my nght hand forget her
“ cunning. If I do not remember thee,
“ let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
“ mouth ; 1f I prefer not Jerufalem above

“ my chief joy.”

I canNoT better conclude this dii-
courfe than by dire@ing your attention,
my Chriftian brethren, to the.encou-
raging profpes which appear for the
Church from the miflionary {pirit which .
has gone forth, and the glorious promifes
in the word of God. Encouragement
may be drawn from the very calamities
which are come upon the earth, and that
flood of impiety which has threatenced to
overwhelm us. Thefc latter days have
been foretold, and are a {ign of the com-
ing of the Son of man. The Lord, in
his own time,.and we truft {oon, will
“ turn again the captivity of Zion.”
The harps will be fnatched from the wil-
lows, and highly ftrang to his praife,
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BuT whatever profperity we expett to
attend the Churcli, at certain periods, 1n
this world, {iie may be faid to be 1n capti-
vity until the whole plan of redemption
1s completed; until ¢ the glorious appear-
“ ing of the great God, and our Saviour.”
Look forward to that joyful time. Then,
O ye redeemed, will your atliltions be
remembered only to increafe your delight.
Then will the rivers of Babylon be ex-
changed for the pure river of the water
of life ; the willows for the tree of life;
and you will afk for the harps of angels
to found the praifes of your God and
Redeemer.
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]‘N their report of November 14th, 179y, the Dis
- reCtors ftated, in gencral, the arrival of the Mifa
{fionary, the Rev. Jofcph Bullen, among the Chicka-
faw Indians, and their favonrable difpofitions towards
him, although he had not becii formally acknowledg-
ed by the nation. They have it now in their power
to communicate to the Society, the very pleafing in-
telligence, that his reception has been triendly and
flattering even beyond expe@ation.  The Indians
appear to have vied with each other in their kind-
ncifes to him, and his fon who accompanied him ;
and to have liftened with refpeét and reverence to
his rcligious infiructions. It will rcadily occur that
during Mr. Duilen’s fhort refidence in the Indian
country, viz. from the 2oth May till the 4th of
Septeraber 1799, no great progrefs in the work of
Lis miffion could reafonably be expected. The diffes
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rence of language 2nd of manners, the impolivility
of procuring proper interpreters, and the difficuity of
procuring any worthy of confidence; the ftate of In-
dian {ociety, and the jealoufy of the Indian temper,
are obftacles which time, patience, and perfeverance
arc neceflary to remove. Yet, under all thefe difcou-
ragements, added to the afllition of broken health,
and the feverc fickiuicls of his fon, Mr. Bullen ap-
pears to have laboured with fidclity, and not with-
out effet. One of the Chickafaw chicfc has been
prevailed upon to fet up the worfhip of God in his
family : Others are cheerful in promoting the intro-
duétion of the gofpel into the nation; and the ne-
groes, of whom it poflefles confiderable numbers,
have difcovered much anxiety to learn the things
which belong to their peace. Several of them came
miles to hear Mr. Bullen preach and catechile, and
fome of them feemed {o to embrace ihe word of life,
that he thought him{clf warranted to adminifler bap-

tifm to one family, viz. a father and four children.

The Indian dict and mode of living in general
difagreeing with his conftitution, fo as gradually to
impair his health and ftrength {o far as to incapaci-
tate him for the comfort:hle difcharge of miflionary
duties, and his fon having been brought, by difeafe,
to the brink of the grave, Mr. Bullen thought it rc-
quifite to lecave the country for a while and return
home. He took his departure accordiagly on the
4th of Scptember, with the regrets of the chicfs and

nation. e was cfcorted a confideruble diftance on
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his journey, and parted with them after receiving
their carnceft folicitations to come back as {peediiy as
poflible. 'T'wo addreflts to the board of Direftors,
one from Wolf’s friend, the head man of the nation,
and another from General William Colbert and Ma-
jor George Celbert, both chiefs of influence, oliivally
requefted that Mr. Bullen m’3lit return without de-
lay, and bring his family to {fcttle amons them
They aifo requefied that the board would fend fome

other perfons who could teach them fomc of the arts
of civilized life, and promifcd lands during their
continuance in the country, and fuch other fuccours

as it thould be in their power to give.

In confeqnence of this applicatien, the DireGors
thought it their duty, and of high immertance te the
objedts of this Society, to attempt the formation of a
{mall religious fettlement in the Chickafaw country.
For tlis purpofe they have connetted in the miflion
with BJe. Dallen and his family, Deacon Ebenezer
Ricc and his fumily.  With Mr. Rice, both from

.

refpectable information, and perfenal interview, they

Lave every reafon to be {atisfied, as a man of evan-
1 AU : .

getical principics and experimental godlinefs, and one

woil quadiized to aflitt Mr. Bullen as a catechift. Bew

~or

fids his efefulneds in cutechiﬁng, Mr. Rice, from

us mechancal fkilly, will be abie to anidt the Indians

in the contirn&tion of uoulcc, mills and 1oomns.  IFrom

-

his fanadl- and that of Mi Bullen’s jolutly, they will

—-

I
learn agviculture aund fa. ol ot the domeflic arts.

WWEste e Ia’n:xl&,‘% will Dz ef eminent {fervice in ins

Avabha
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firuing the Indian women. A nuiber of perfons
of other occupations were willing te accompany the
miflion. But the DireCtors, having adepted, as a
fundamental principle, the refolution of not cmploy-
ing any who fhould not be primarily devoted to the
prepagation of the glorious gofpel, and with whom
improvements, merely civil, fhould not be a fecondary
objedt, and having nothing to convince them that the
applicants are of this defcription, were obliged to de-
cline the offer.

Mr. Bullen, thercfore, and Mr. Rice, with their
families, agrecd to go, by themilelves, on the noble
and generous enterprife. They fet off on the r3th

inftant, and are now profecuting their journey.

The number ¢f perfons belonging to the Miflion

1s as follows :

Mr. Bullen, his wife, five children, and a young
man named Harris, whom he was permitted

to take as a member of his family, . . . 8

M=, Rice, his wife, and feven children, . . . o

Making in the whole, 15

'The Diretors were defirous of fending a black-
finith, but have not yet been able to obtain fuch a
one as tiicy would deem fuitable.  As foon as they
can accomplifh this, the eftablifhment will be fufi-
cicnt, in their judgment, at leaft for fome time.
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They have alfo authorized Mr. Bullen to employ
as a teacher under him for one year, a perfon of
piety and foundnefs in the faith, and have voted a
compenfation of 100 dollars.

The expenfes of the miflion are as follows :

Allowance to Mr. Bullen for his firft journey, D/

in addition to the firft appropriation, . . 70
Allowance for fervices rendered by his fon, . 50
Do. outfit and journey to the Chickafaws, . 300
Do. for advance on falary, . . . . 27§
Do. to Deacon Rice for outfit and removal, 200
Do. do. in advance of one half year’s falary, 100

PSS

1CO1

The annual expenfc of the miffion, exclufively of
incidental charges, and including the coft of the
{choolmafter, is

Dls.
Mr. Bullen’s falary, . . . . . . . 375§
Mr. Rice’s do. s e e e e e 200
Schoolmatfter’s do. &, e 4+ « « « « 100
675

Making in the whole a fum of fix hundred and fe-
venty-five dollars.

The DireCtors enjoy particular fatisfattion in re-
prefenting to the Society that their refources are
fully adequate to this expenfe ;
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"'he income of their produftive capital is efti- Dis.
mated at . . . . . . . .+ . . 350

The annual contributions amount to 250

The monthly and annual colletions, on an
average toabout . . . .+ . . . . 400

e AR

v 1000

The prefent ftate of their funds is fubjoined.
Dls. Ct.

35 Infurance thares cot . . . . . 1993 76
Dedu&ion for Balance due the Treafurer 123 32

1870 44
Probable amount due by members, . . 229 36

2100 OO

Hitherto, it is evident, the Lord hath helped.
And it would be ungrateful to omit, in the record of
his mercies, the prompt and cheerful affiftance which
has been afforded to the miflion by the government
of the United States.

After fo pleafing a commencement, it wculd be
inexcufable in the Direftors not to contemplate the
extenfion of their plans. In this delightful labour,
they will gladly exert themf{elves, and confidently ex-
pect the fupport not only of the Society, but of thofe
who pray for the peace of Jerufalem.

JOHN M. MASON, Sec'ry.

New-York, March 31ft, r8ce.
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