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PREFACE,

TWO motives, principally, have induced me to pub-
lith the following difcourfe; the one s, that thofe wha
difapproved of certain parts may have an opportunity of
giving them a fecond and difpaffionate confideration; the
other is, that the fentiments advanced appear to me
highly feafonable, and ought to be diffufed as extenfively
as poffible. ‘The difcourfe is printed, word for word,
as it was written in the firft copy; and only three fen-
tences, which will be found marked, were forgotten at
the time of delivery. This is mentioned to apologize
for the inaccuracies which will occur, and which would
have been correed, had it not been judged beft ferupu-
loufly to adhere to the very words, which all who were
prefent can be called to atteft.—The notes are entirely
added.

There are fome general obje¢tions which have becn
made to the difcourfe, of which it may be proper here to
take a little notice. 1t has been faid, that the fentiments
are different from thofe contained in other publications
of mine, particularly in the « Signs of the Times.”
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That publication was made in 1794, and is the lateft
which can be alledged againft me. The fcope of that
performance I ftill heartily approve. If, in profecuting
my main obje&, I exprefled fanguine cxpetations from
the revolution in F rance,v both as to herfelf and to the
world, thoufands, in ail countries, at the time, enter-
tained the fame, and have been equally difappointed. If
_ the French nation have departed from their original prin-
ciples, I am not obliged to follow them. I will be no
advocate for enormities unequalled in the annals of man-
kind; for principlés which fubvert all religion, morality
and order, and which threaten to involve us, with the
whole human race, in the utmoft confufion and mifery.
‘Whatever may be the defigns of God in thefe convul-
fions, and though they fhall certainly be made fubfervi-
ent to his glory, yet we muft not countenance or par-
take in the wickedne(s of the inftruments.

Again; it has been faid, that it is improper to carry
politics into the pulpit. This is a faying to which many
have no precife idea affixed. If they mean, that it is
improper to difcufs political queftions, and to efpoufe 3
particular party, they have reafon on their fide. But,
if they mean, that the love of country, the duty of citi-
zens, and obedience to lawful government, have no con-
nection with religion, and that a Preacher ought not to
inculcate thefe, I have not fo learned Chriff. Reli-
gion, morality, and obedience to government, are infe-
parably connefted. The true chriftian faithfully and
tonfcientioufly endeavours to perform all the duties of
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Lis feveral fations and relations. The apoftles were
not politicians, and yet we find them ftrongly enjoining
gl.xe duties which we owe as members of civil fociety.

Again; it has been faid, that the difcourfe, admitting
that it contains nothing but the truth, is not adapted to
the occafion, and is alfo culpable for an imprudent dif-
play of fentiments. As to the charge of unfeafonable-
nefs, what can be more feafonable, on fuch a day, than
to point out thofe fins which are the caufe of divine
judgments? Were we not called to confefs and forfake
thefe? Deplorable muft be our fituation, if we cannot
bear even a recital of them. But, why fpeak fo much
about France? Becaufe the danger from France was the
very occafion of our fafting; her fins prevail among us;
and her miferies exhibit to us an awfully inftructive
leffon. '

As to imprudence, I have only to fay, that the oc-
cafion feemed to demand great plainnefs and faithfulnefs.
I become more convinced that filence has been kept too
long, and that ta perfift in it will be attended with the
moft fatal confequences. QOur enemies have already
gotten too faft a hold; and they with for nothing but
to retain us in blindnefs and lukewarmmefs to accomplith
our ruin. The fhock which the difcourfe, as was to
be expeted, gave to fome, will eventually prove bene-
ficial. I anticipate the time when what is faid will be
* thought moderate; when I fhall be commended rather
than cenfured; and I am contented to wait. The views
of France are difclofing daily, and the film removing
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from our eyes. If, however, Iam miftaken in all this,
the charitable will impute the error to the head, and not
to the heart, for I have no other intereft than the beft
welfare of men. 1 love my God, I love my country,
and I love my enemics. ' '

May, 1798.




A DISCOURSE, &k.
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JosHUA vii. 13.

Up, fanélify the people, and [ay, Sanitify your[elves
againft to-morrow; for thus faith the Lord God
of Ifrael, There is an accurfed thing in the midft
of thee, O Ifrael: thou canft not fland before
thine enemies, until ye take away the accurfed
thing from among you.

THE flighteft confideration of the occafion
of thefe words, will fhow that they are not im-
properly chofen as the fubjet of difcourfe on this
day. Notwithftanding the exprefs command of
God to the children of Ifrael, to fave nothing
for their own ufe in the deftruction of Jericho,
a man, named Achan, had taken from ¢ among
¢ the {poils a goodly Babylonifh garment, and
“ two hundred fhekels of filver, and a wedge of
< gold of fifty fhekels, and hid them in his tent.”
When they, afterwards, went up againft Ai, God
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manifefted his difpleafure for the difobediente;
by fuffering their enemies to prevail. This great-
ly difcouraged the people, and afflited Jofhua.
He humbled himfelf before God, and earneftly
* intreated his interpofition. Jofhua was then in-
formed of the true caufe of the calamity; and
that, until reparation was made, the divine af-
fiftance would be withheld. v

Although only one man was particularly
charged, yet all are reprefented as having com-
mitted a trefpafs, and they fhared in the punith-
ment. Others might have been guilty; or, at
leaft, have had covetous defires, or have concealed
what was done. But, if neither of thefe be ad-
mitted, the precedent was extremely dangerous,
and the community, of which the individual was
a member, were to be confidered as partakers of
the fin, unlefs it was openly difclaimed.

The application of the text to our circum-
ftances as a nation, is natural and eafy. For fe-
veral years paft, one calamity has fucceeded an-
other, with little intermiffion, or we have been
kept in a ftate of alarm. Though the cloud has
not always burft, yet it has been continually
hanging over us. All who acknowledge the ex-
iftence and government of God, muft believe
that thefe things befal us by his diretion, .and
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are tokens of his anger. ¢ He doth not affii®
« willingly, rior grieve the children of men.”
There is an acctirfed thing iti the midft of us.
Why have we fuffered by fires? Becaufe of our
fins. Why have we fallen by peftilence? Bex
caufe of our fins. Why have we been threatened
with war? Becaufe of our fins. Without re-
formation; ani entite remioval of judgments is nof -
to bé expétted. The rod may be taken away
for a time, but it will return with double force.
Punifhments will follow fins, as fure as juftice
and judgment are the habitation of the eternal
throné.

Danger impends, at prefent, from a quartef
of which we had not once the {malleft apprehen-
fion, and of which we may riot yet be fufficiently
aware. It was hardly to be coricelved, that fo
diftant as we are frori the fcene of blood, ftudi-
ous of peace, and defirous of doing juftice to all
nations, any circumftances fhould arife to involve
us. We fondly dreamed, that the mighty crafth
of kingdoms would be like thunder heard temote.
Leaft of all was it to be fufpeted, that a nation to
whom we were enthufiaftically attached, at whofe
vittories we have rejoiced, whofe crimes we have
palliated, and whofe ihjuries we have borne;

i{hould meditate otr deftruion. But, as they
B
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are the inftrument, in the hand of God, for cha-
tifing the inhabitants of the old world for their
iniquities, fo they may be likewife ufed for our

correction; or, he may mercifully intend to force-

us to a diftance from them, to  come out
¢ from them, that we be not partakers of their
“ fins, and that we receive not of their plagues.”
Though there is reafon to hope, from the ufual
difpenfations of Providence, that we are not
doomed to ruin, and that we fhall not be over-
whelmed in the calamities of other nations, yet
we may not efcape unpunithed. Numerous and
aggravated as our offences are, we have not ¢ wory
¢ fhipped the beaft;” and, rapid as our pro-
grefs has been in vice, we have not arrived at thag
height in which the righteous Governor of the
univerfe gives command, * to pluck up, and to
¢ pull down, and to deftroy.”

It is a matter, my brethren, of the moft feri-
ous and interefting inquiry, what thofe fins are,
among us, with which God is juftly difpleafed.
To determine on thefe, we muft confider the
fins which abound in the community, are the moft
deftru&tive of its peace and order, and which

have been invariably punithed. Thefe appear

to be—the inattention to family inftruction and
government—the negle& of the ordinances of
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divine worfhip, and of the due obfervance of the
Sabbath—the abufe of temporal profperity—the
prevalence of infidelity—and the want of union.
Other things might be particularized, but thefe
are the principal, and more than will admit of
a full difcuffion,

Think not that 1 unreafonably detain you by
remarking, that it is impoffible ta {peak, on an
accafion like this, fo as to fatisfy all. If the
duty of fafting and prayer be handled only in ge-
neral, fome will blame the Preacher for trim-
ming; and he may even fall under the charge of
unfaithfulnefs, If he touch on public affairs,
then fome will fay, that he carries politics into
the pulpit, and fides with a party. The beft
way is, to preferve a good confcience ; neither to
invite unncceffarily the refentment of the world,
nor to diffemble, fhould it enfure the richeft fa-
vours. :

First, The inattention to family inftruction
and government is an evil we have todeplore. It
is a fign of the decay of religion, and has moft
pernicious effets. Were perfons rightly ime-
prefled with the importance of divine things,
they would.be folicitous for the beft welfare of
thofe whom Providence has committed to their
care. In this refpe®, Abraham was a pat-
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tern. ¢ I know him,” faith God, « that he wil}
¢ command his children and his houthold after,
¢ him, and they fhall keep the way of the Lord,
“to do juftice and judgment.” - How few, at
this day, deferye this glorious teftimony! Wha
copy this illuftrious pattern! Mapny ac as though
nothing more was required than to give their
children human learning, and provide for their
advancement to riches ot honors; whereas, their
happinefs, and their fervice to fociety, depend
much more on a religious education, and habitg
of induftry and virtue, than on the fineft talents,
and the moft improved underftandings. What:
are all human acquirements, without a found
faith to diret? What can parents fubftitute
as an equivalent for this? < What is a man pro4
t¢ fited, if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe
¢ his own foul "t It is by carly inftruion in
- families, the force of good example, and pru-
dent difcipline, that perfons are formed to be
ufeful members in both Church and State. The
anfluence of thefe is felt through the whole courfe
of life, < Trainupa child in the way he fhould
¢ go, and when he is old he will not depart from
¢ it.”t : B .
On the contrary, when children are permitted
fo grow up without pious inftru&ion, and tQ
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follow, without reftraint, their own inclinations,
they are likely to bring difgrace upon themfelves,
and ruin to fociety. The very foundations of
order and morality are deftroyed. Nor is the
evil confined to the generation in which they
live, but reaches to fucceffive ones. Who is to
teach when all are ignorant? What hope re-
mains when the whole mafs is corrupted ?

We feel the difmal confequences of our neglecs
in this country, and, unlefs a {fpeedy remedy is
applied, mutft feel them yet more feverely. To
this js greatly to be afcribed thofe dangerous
principles, and thofe diffolute manners, which
prevail. The untutored youth is prone to ad-.
wit the fuggeftions of infidelity, and run into.
the utmoft licentioufnefs.. When his mindis not
Rored with divine truths, and he is unacquainted
with the holy fcriptures, or the evidence with
which they are fupported, he is eafily perfuaded
to rejet their authority, It may be well quef-
tioned, whether the exclufion of the bible, as a
fchool-baok, is not highly improper. Children,
by learning to read in this, obtain a_knowledge
of its contents, which they may never otherwife
obtain. Many of its hiftorical parts, its para,
bles, and its precepts, make an indelible impref;
fion upon them,
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The importance of a religious education ap-
pears from the injunction given to the children
of Ifrael. < Thefe words, which I command
¢ thee this day, fhall be in thine heart : and thou
¢ fhalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
¢ and fhalt talk of them when thou fitteft in
¢ thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way,
¢ and when thou lieft down, and when thou rifeft
% up.” The apoftle alfo exhorts fathers to
¢ bring their children up in the nurture and ad-
¢ monition of the Lord.”> 'The lamentable fai«
}ure in what has been mentioned, is connected,

Secoxpry, With the neglet of the ordi-
nances of divine worthip, and of the due obferv-
ance of the Sabbath. Many feldom or never
prefent themfelves in the houfe of God. The
bells which fumﬁ)on to the place of public devo-
tion, feem to be a fignal to them to walk or ride
abroad. Such are deftitute of the fear of God,
and, by their conduét, weaken the bonds of go-
vernment. Were they above feceivifig inftruc-
tion, or if they thought religion neceffary only
to preferve peace and order, they ought to add
the weight of their own example. Legiflators
will not govern men by all the Jaws which they
can make, unlefs a fenfe of moral obligation is
fupported. Little as fome of them may think




15
of the necefiity of public worthip, and the con«
tempt which they fhow, it is their fecureft hold
and makes men * fubje not only for wrath, but
« alfo for confcience fake.”*

The complaint which perfons make of a cor~
ruption of manners, and of the impatience under
lawful government, is idle, while they themfelves
contribute to thefe with all their might, The
negle& of public worfhip intraduces immorality,
which firft difturbs, and then'overturns the State,
Some who were once pun&tual in the duty, mani-
feft a coldnefs and indifference; or, if they do
attend, have loft the fpirit of practical godlinefs,
Where are meditation, fecret and family prayer,
mutual and Chriftian converfe, without which
public ordinances are, in a great meafure, unv
~ profitable, and the attendance upon them de.-
generates into a lifelefs form ?4-.

*® ¢« The belief of a fature ftate of retribution is a more powerfu}
& reftraint againft wickednefs, than any which can be impofed by hu-~
“man laws. It tends more to overawe the wicked, than all the
“ decrees and ordinances which human legiflators can frame.” Wright
on ehe Nature and Danger of Apoftacy. '

“ What avail the beft laws that ever were framed for preferving
“ order, and fecuring the peace of fociety, if the enforcements of re-
¢ ligion are wanting? Laws twifted about the mecks of a corrupt
“ people, will never bind them to duty: they may compel them to
“ evafions, but they will never conftrain them to virtue.” Dr, Mu.’
ter’s Sermon. .

1 ¢ Many of the prevailing vices of the age may be traced to
“ the megle® of public worthip as their fource. Men fhould neyer



16

" It:cannot be fuppofed, that thofe who negle&:
divine worfhip pay a proper refpet to the Sab-
bath. No; many of therh fpend the time ei-
ther in tranfacting their worldly bufinefs, or in
vain amufemernts. They not only omit religious
exercifes, but engage in what is a dire& profana-
tion of the day. Too frequently, even with
thofe who profefs to reverence the command of
God, are worldly converfation; criminal indo-
lence, and unneceffary vifits, indulged. This
is one of the reigning fins, and for which thé
Lotd has a controverfy with us.

That this is a fin which brings judgrtrents upon
a people, is apparent from the dealings of God
towards the children of Ifrael, and his many de-
clarations. . Their profperity and adverfity, as a
nation, depended on the regard which they paid
to the Sabbath. This charge is often brought
againft them; ¢ My fabbaths they greatly pol-
 luted.” No lefs than three times does it oc-
cur. in the fame chapter, with a punifhment
denounced ; * I faid, I would pour out my fury
“upon them in the wildernefs, to confume
¢ them.” It is mentioned asa fign of their de-

“ forget this.great hiftorical fa&, that the downfal of kingdoms has
“been always preccded by a negle@ of the worfhip of God.”
Wright. - . . -
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generacy, that they faid, < When will the new
“ moon be gone, that we may fell corn, and the
< f{abbath, that we may fet forth wheat.”

As the profanation of the fabbath drew down
the divine difpleafure, fo; for the fan&ification
of it; bleffings were promifed:  Bleffed is the
“ man that keepeth the fabbath from polluting
“it.” Again; « If thou turn away thy foot
«from the fabbath, from doing thy pleafure on
“ my holy day; and call the fabbath a delight,
< the holy of the Lorp, honorable; and fhalt
“ honor him, not doing thine own ways; hor
« finding thine own pleafure, nor fpeaking thine
‘ own words, then fhalt thou delight thyfelf in
“ the Lorp, and I will caufe thee to ride upon
“ the high places of the earth, and feed thee
*¢ with the heritage of Jacob, thy father; for the
¢ mouth of the Lorp hath Ii)okcn it.”

Who but might have anticipated the growing
corruption of that nation, and its fearful calami-
ties, which blotted the fabbath from the week !
which abolifhed all times and forms of religious
worfhip! This opened the floodgates of vice,
and kindled the anger of the Lord againft them.
Not contented with removing fuperftition, and
correfling abufes, they infidioufly endeavoured

' to overturn the Chriftian religion itfelf. To fay
C



18

nothing of the monftrous wickednefs, there was
an extreme folly in their conduc. Of what ad-
vantage their divifion of time? How vain to
imagine that it can long continue, even among
themfelves; much more, that it will be adopted
by others? Their intention was, evidently, to
deftroy religion ; for they knew that while affem-
blies were held for worfhip on the fabbath, there
would be a memorial of Chrift, and a teftimony
in favour of divine revelation.*

* The condu@ of the French rulers cannot be better ftated, than
in the words of an author (Wright) already quoted. ¢ They ex-
¢ prefsly forbade the public worthip of the God of the univerfe.
 They began with abolithing the fabbath day as a day to be kept
* holy to the Lord:: They ordered the doors of the feveral churches
“ to be kept fhut on the Lord’s day. ‘They ordered the thops to be
 kept open on that holy day; and they permitted every fort of bu-
S finefs to be tranfacted on the fabbath day as on the other days of
“ the week. May, they even imprifoned fome of the people, who,
¢ from reverence for God, aud from the force of religious educa-
¢ tion and cuftoms,” &c.

“In order to carry this infamous decree into full effe®, or in-
% order to obliterate the very remembrance of the fabbath day, they
“ changed the old calendar, and they formed a new one; wherein,
“ inftead of a week confifting of feven days, they have fubflituted
“ what they call a Decade, or a portion of time confiftiug of ten days,
- % three of which are to conftitute a month.. And even to the months
* of the year they have given ncw names." ¢ This a& of
“ the French legiflature, abolithing the obfervance of the fabbath
“ day as a day to be kept holy to the Lord, might be fhewn to be
“ an inftance of the moft fhocking profanity, and of the moft bar-
“‘barous policy. It is a decrec moft deteftable, both in a civil and in
“ a religious view.”

1 have expreffed my doubt of the continuance of their divifion
of time, on the principle of the difficulty to change old habits, and-
that God would fpecdily avenge the contempt of his authority, 1§
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The fame attempt to bring the fabbath into
difcredit, has been made, by fome, with wus.
Publications have appeared for the purpofe of
fhowing, that it is not of divine inftitution, and
that the obfervance of it is improper. Different
as opinions may be about the utility of a legif-
lative a& on this fubje&, it is certain, that the
neglet of the fabbath is an evil, in P political
view, as it corrupts the morals of men, and ul-
timately endangers the peace of fociety, Where-
ever a difregard to the fabbath becomes univer-
fal, there can be no religion, no morality, and no
fafe government.* Let me mention, '
TuirpLY, That we have abufed our tem~
poral profperity. Since the eftablifhment of the
new conftitution, the profperity of this country
has been rapid and unexampled. - The neutra-

however, it fhould be permitted to coutinue fo tong as that the chrif-
tian fabbath will be forgotten in France, who but muft deplore their
awful fate?

* It was to be expe@ted, that fo enlightened a ftatefman, and one
who fo conftantly enforces religion by his awn example, as the worthy
Governor of New-York, would not be inattentive to this fubje&. In
his fpeech to the legiflature, at the opening of the laft feffion, he
fays, “ There is alfo much reafon to regret, that morc refpe& is not
* generally paid to the injun&ions of the a& relative to Sunday. If
¢¢ the fabbath be, as I am convinced it is, of divine appomt.mcnt,
« this fubje& ought hot to be regarded with indifference.”

Though the advocates for a bill an this fubje& could not obtam
onefo fri& as they withed, yet one was carried rcﬁrammg certain
immoralitics,
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lity, with refpe&t to contending powers, which
was early taken, the wifdom, the impartiality,
and the firmnefs of adminiftration, have, under
the bleffing of heaven, highly advanced us.
But this profperity has been made the occas
fion of fin. Wi have turned our liberty into
licentioufnefs ; for the richeft baunties we have
repaid ingratitude and difcontent ; we have been
feized with the defire of fuddenly amafling wealth ;
we have been led into criminal fpeculation; and
fuccefs has adminiftered to our luxury and our
pleafures. The expenfivenefs of public build-
ings, the variety of amufements, and the fiyle of
living, are far beyond what fimplicity, fobriety,
and prudence, ought ta have dictated, We have
cleaved to the gifts, and forgotten the giver; we
have ufed them as onr own, and not improved
them for his glory ; we have acted as though we,

were to continue here always, and there was ng

future ftate of account.

The almighty Ruler, by his prefent difpenfa-
tions, gives us a falutary chcck, teaches us to feel
and acknowledge his fupermtendmg providence,
and the obligations which we owe him. Long
gontinued profperity is dangerous both to indi-
viduals and focieties. *“ Jefhurun waxed fat, and
# kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art growa




21

¢ thick, thou art covered with fatnefs: then he
#¢ forfook God which made him, and lightly
#¢ efteemned the Rock of his falvation.” I haften
to fay,

IN THE FOURTH PLACE, That the preva-
lence of infidelity is a caufe of divine judgments.
Not many years ago, a profeffed deift, in this
country,“was rare. If any doubted, they were
athamed to avow it, and they had fo much de-
cency as not to ridicule what the generality of
mankind held facred. But infidelity is now no
longer concealed. Its advocates are numerous;
and propagate their fentiments with a brazen
front. Formerly, fome of the moft celebrated
infidels attacked the Chriftian religion indireétly ;.
but we have feen it reprefented as a fable not
even cunningly devifed, as deftru@ive of morality,
and the fource of innumerable miferies. We
have feen it loaded with all manner of reproach,
and a bold attempt made to eradicate it from
the earth. From an American prefs have iffued
the moft horrid blafphemies which have ever been
uttered. From an American prefs iffued the
firft part of the « Age of Reafon;” and the fé-
cond part was re-printed here; a multitude of
copies were imported, and circulated with un-
¢ommon induftry. Surely, if our ports be fhut,
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it fhould be againft fuch principles as thefe.
Were it poffible to lay an embargo on them in
the country from which they come, it ought to be
done; for they are infinitely more to be dreaded
than all the fleets and armies of Europe.

Perhaps we may date the growth of infidelity
among us, from the entrance of the French army,
While they brought us the affiftance we defired,
and accelerated our independence, they leavened
us with ungodlinefs; and it may yet be faid of
us, “ The ftrength of Pharaoh fhall be your
“ fhame, and the truft in the fhadow of Egypt
« your confufion.”” Deifm and atheifm have
long been propagated amang that people, and
at their revolution appeared in full maturity,
Their very Clergy, the profefled Minifters of the
religionof Chrift, hcaded by the Archbifhop of
Paris, came before the National Convention,
and abjured the Chriftian religion, declaring that
they confidered it as an impofture, What elfe
but horrid deeds were to be expetted from thofe
- who gloried in the confeffion of their hypocrify ?
What confidence can be placed in thofe who
defy the Majefty of heaven and earth ?*

¢ 1t is not intended, by any thing in this paragraph, to condemn
the alliance with France, or to detra& from the afliftance which fhe
afforded. Due credit and gratitude are acknowledged here, and is
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There is, however, a more clofe alliance be-
tween the principles of infidelity and the over-
throw of government than many apprehend.
How are we to account for the fact, that many
of thofe who blufter about the mal-condut of
men in office, are avowed unbelievers? It 1s
not meant to alledge, that all who are wild with
falfe notions of liberty are in this clafs; or that
none of the friends of tyranny are liable to the

other parts of the difcourfe. But the alliance may, notwithﬁanding,v
by an unreafonable partiality on our part, by an exaltation of France
in the ftead of God, and by evil communication, prove the mean of
the greateft injury to us. As to the opinion, that the growth of in-
fidelity was promoted by the French army, it is my own; and I have
exprefled it with diffidence. I think that fome influence is to be
afcribed to them. The French officers had drank deep of a vain
philofophy ; and I remember to have heard it faid, that they were
generally mathematicians and dcifts.—The alarming prevalence of
infidelity in Francc i attefted in the fulleft manncr. Let me quotg
enly the words of a late writer. “ On the 19th of November, 1793,
“ the Archbifhop of Paris came to the bar of the affcmbly, accom-
* panied by his Vicar and cleven other Clergymen, who there re-
* nounced their Chriftianity and their clerical vows; acknowledging
¢ that they had played the villain for many years againft their con-
* fciences, teaching what they knew to be a lic, and werc now re-
“ folved to be honeft men.” Note, p. 280, Philadclphia edition, of
a book entitled, “ Proofs of a Confpiracy againt all the Religions
“ and Governments of Europe, carried on in the fecret meetings of
* Free-Mafons, Illuminati, and Reading Socictics. Colle@ed from
“ good Authorities, by John Robifon, A. M. Profeffor of Natural
* Philofophy, and Secretary to the Royal Society of Edinburgh.”
This book is now re-printing, by Mr. George Forman, in this city,
and deferves the higheft attention. It difplays an aftonithing fcene of
wickednefs, and is peculiarly calculated to open the eyes of all on thofe

* horrid principles which have been fo induftrioufly propagated in Eu«

rope, have fo deeply penctrated the French nation, hurried chem into
their exceffes, and plunged them into their miferies,



24

ifiputation; but- that-the moft furious advoe
cates for what they call the: rights of man, aré
gencrally notorious infidels. . There is a.connecs
tion between the two, and it is well underftood
by fome of thefe men. It has been pradifed
upon us. What was the main object of a pub-
Hcation already mentioned? Befides the indul-
gence-of 'a ridiculous vanity, it was to produce
a-revolution; ‘and it would have infallibly done
this, had the principles pervaded the bulk of
the citizens. This happy nation would now have
been in the fame unfettled, confufed, and mi-
ferable - ftate of France. The vain and con«
temptible author thought he had accomplifhed
the end, and that nothing more was neceffary
than to blow the trumpet of fedition, in his fcur-
rilous letter to our chief magiftrate, at that time,
and the firft man in the world. When we fee
fo much ignorance, mifreprefentation, and falfe-
hood, employed by a perfon againft the holy fcrip-
tures, we may well fufpeét his political creed, and
eannot fafely refign ourfelves to his dire@ion.*

o 1 fes ﬁothink in this paragraph which T wih to retrad. Thave
only faid what is fa&, that wasy mal-contents avow themfelves to be
infidels; that the moft furieus of thea were generally fuch. The co-

"duét of fome ferious profeffors of religion is accounted for on other

‘ptinciples, To fhow that what I have ftated is the cafe abraad as well
as at home, hear the words of Dr. Watfon, Bifhep of Landaff, in his
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As to the conne@tion between licentious opls
hions upon religion and upon government, a late
wnter, who includes the difciples of Socimus;
gives the following account: « We may ex-
« pe,” fays he, * that they who, denying thé
« neceflity of a propitiatory facrifice; prefump-
“ tuoufly lay claim to eternal happines upon
* the ground of their own merit; and who de-
“ grade the charaéter of the divine Jefus into
& that of mere man, fhould endeavour to deftroy
« a]l fuperiority in their fellow-creatares, and

- 4 feek the gratification of their pride in the abo-

late elcgant and animated “ Addrefi to the Pcoplc of Greats.
¢ Britain.” “ It is here fuppofed,” fays he, * that the enemies of
¢ religion are alfo the enemies of government; but this muft bs
* underflood with fome refiriction. There are, it may be faid,
“ many deifts in thii country, who are fenfible of the advantages of
“ a regular government, and who would be as unwilling as the moft
* orthodox believers in the kingdom, that our own fhould be oves=
“ turned. Thnmzybetrne,butuutmealfo,thatth:y whomlh
“ to overthrow the government arc not only, generally fpeaking, un-
“ believers thcmfclveo, but that they found their hopes of fuccefs in
¢ the infidelity of the common people. They are fenfible that no go-
“ vernment can long fubfift, if the bulk of the people have no re-
“ verence for a fupreme being, no fear of perjuty, no appreheuﬁon
“ of futurity, no check from confcience; and forefecing the rapine,
4 devaftation and bloodthed; which ufually attend the laft convul-
“ fions of a {hte firuggling for its political exiftence, they wifh to

“ prepare proper caétors for this dreadful cataftrophe, by brutalizing

 mankind; fof it is by religion more than by any other principle of
“ human nature, that men are diftinguithed from brutes.” As to
the lezdmg obje@® of Thomas Paine, T have exprefled an opinion.
It is certain that his principles dire@ly tend to confufion, and every
evil work. Any favorable mention which I may have made of W8if
man, | wifh to be obliterated and forgottcd.

D
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“ fition of all worldly diftinctionss The fame
« captious and reftlefs fpirit, which leads men
“ to cavil at the articles of our religious faith,
« and to reject the myfteries of the gofpel, be-
« caufe they furpafs their comprehenfion, caufes
¢ them to be diffatisfied with our civil conftitu-
« tion, and to reprefent its effential parts as ufe-
*¢ lefs and dangeroys, becaufe they do not agree
¢ with their own imaginary ideas of unattaina-
« ble perfetion. We here obferve the

¢ temper of mind directed to different objedl,
¢ a fimilar error in judging of the difpenfatiogffof
« God, and of the inftitutions of men: andfthis
¢ natural alliance between certain opiniens in
<« matters of Church and State, can alone ac-
« count for events.”* This is the only fo-
lution I have feen attempted of a fa&t which
has frequently occurred to my mind, and it

appears to be a rational one. Let me add,

that as fome, led away by the names of can-

dour, liberality, and free inquiry, are be-

trayed into lax dotrines in religion, fo there

are fome who, deceived by the names of liberty

and equality, embrace principles utterly {ubver-

five of all peace and order, Unfufpe&ting of -
danger, they are deluded by thefe fpecious ar-

* Dr. Pretyman’s Charge to the Clergy.
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tifics. ‘The tree in paradife, of which otir firlt !

parents were forbidden to eat, appeared to them :
*¢ good for food, pleafant to the eyes, and to bé '

!

v defired to make one wife.” < Ye fhall not -
« die,” fays the fubtile ferpent ; < the prohibi-
*¢ tion is arbitrary ; affert your /Jiberty; eat, and -

“¢ ye thall be upon an eqaality with gods.”” They
ate, and < the mortal tafte brought death into
«'the world, and all our woe.” .
Did time admit, it might be fhown, that
fome form of religion is abfolutely neceffary for
the fupport of civil government ; that there never
was a civilized nation without ceremonies of wor-
thip; that the neceffity of them is declared by
heathen writers, and acknowledged by atheifts
themfelves; and that the prefent appearance in
France is monftrous; and fo long as it exifts,
revolution muft f{ucceed revolution, torrents
of blaod flow after toi'rents, and the wretched
inhabitants become a terror to themfelves and
all around them. Let Americans be warned by
fuch a fpetacle! Let them grow wife by what
1s paft! Do we guard our coafts to prevent the
introducion of peftilential difeafe? Guard them
much more againft this moral peftilence! It is
worfé than all the plagues of Egypt. We fhould
efteem it a fpecial bleffing in this hour of danger,
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that - we. have 3 chief magiftrate who is not
athamed of the gofpel, and who publicly ac-
knowledges, in his proclamation, the ¢ Redecmer
¢ of the world”” and the ¢« Holy Spirit.” ‘No
army need invade; if licentious principles abound.
Thefe will do the fatal bufinefs, and blaft, by an
utxmcly death, the American Republic,} the
laft and nobleft work of God.* Bear with me
while I mertion,

L
S
- . B '

® The ides, in the laft fentence of this paragraph, would be cone
Yeyed with more precifion, were it faid, “ of all fyftems of lmman
" government, the 1it,” &c. but the plan of adhering rigidly to the
words delivered, precludes the corre@ion of this and other errors in
én&wm, whick a critic will difcern. -
’nd priefts, is a plain confeffion of its utility in fnpponmg civil go-
yernment, All the'ancient fages and lawgivers were of one opmwu
en this pomt “Cicero fays, in his Treatife de Nat. Deor. lib. i. fe&.
2. “Religione fublatd, pirtirbatio vitz fequitur, et magna confu-
¥ fio. Arque haud fcio, an pictate adverfus Deos fublatd, fides etiam,
" of focieras humani generis, et una excellentiflima virtus joftitia, tol-
“latur” To the ugceﬁity of - religion, ‘Prefident Wathington *bas
Borne ample teftimony, in his moft excellent addrefs on his refigna-
tion ; an addréfs fraught with political wifdom, and which, in mat-
xr and manner, is worthy the pen of the greateft philofopher and
atefman in the world. ¢ Of all the difgofitions and habits,” l'ays
fie, “ which lead to polmcal profpenty, religion and ptorality ar¢ in-
¢ difpenfable fupports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of
& patriotifm, who fhould labour to Tubvert thefe great pillars of hu-
“ man happitrefs, thefe firmeft props of the dutics of men and citizens.
# The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to refpe&
% and to cherifh them. ‘A volume could not trace all their conncc:
¢ tions with pxivate ‘and ‘public felicity.” Let it fimply be afked,
* where is the fecurity for property, for reputation, for life, if the
* fenfe of religious oblngauon defert the oaths,” which are the in-
i fruments of inveftigation in courts of juftice? And fet us with ¢
@ caution indulge the fuppofition;-that morality can be maintained

‘The declaration of mﬁdcls, that religion is the it mvenuon of kmg: '

e . W G P v e
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On~ce MoRrE, The want of union as a-mowrn-
ful evil. The divifion of profefling chriftians
is not now intended. . On this, you are in ful}
poffeflion of my fentiments; but I refer to that .
party fpirit which has difgraced and diftratted
our public councils. ¢ We cannat ftand before
¢ dur enemies until we takc away this-accurfed
# thing g from among us.”

There are fome who contmually blame' the
meafures of government for plunging us into the

% without religion.”’—If the heathen found their reﬁgion; u;fhmnom

and worfhip abfolutely neceffary, and highly beneficial, what advan-
tages are to be expeed from the profeflion and influcace of the true
religion? “ There was never found,” fays the great Lord Bacon,
who may be fet againft an hoft of infidels, “ in any age of the wor}d,

- % cither philofophy, or fe& or religian, which did fo highly exalt

« the public good, as the Chriftian Faith.”—~The French legiflators
have not fatisfied themfclves with renouncing revealed religion, but
have endeavoured to deftroy natural religion itfelf. Thcy have de-
nied the being of Ged and his providence; that d:erc is any future
Rate of cxiftence; declared death to be an egernsl fleep; and fet up,
as obje@s of worthip, Reafon and Liberty.

* There is no part of the difcourfe in which an. addmonm;g}u be

: made more advan;ageouﬂy than here. There might be pointed out,

in a religious view, the bancful effe@s of the indulgence of party f}n—

it and difunion ; in that it weakens the favour of divine thmgs, en-

groffes the mind with obje@s foreign ta its peace and happinefs; de-
ftroys charity to our peighbour; and cxcites malevolent paffions in
the bredft. Such confiderations ought to have great weight with
thofe who * exercife themfelves to have always coofciences void of
4 offence toward God and toward men.” [am lnppy in being able
to fay, with truth, that I bear no batred, and with no injury to thofe
-who may differ from me in fentiment; yea, that I cordially efteem

-fome of thefe; and that, if any fpeak ill of me, and manifeft refent-

ment, I can forgive, as I hope to be forgivep, and quxetly commit

pyfelf to him who )udictb nghteonﬂy
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pieferit difficulties; who impute to our rulers
enmity to France, and partiality to Britain; who
publicly alledge, that it has been the fyftem to

the fecret is laid open; it is D1suN1tOoN. ‘This
has leffened us in the eyes of our enemies, and
encouraged them in their repeated infults. This
has led them to attempt a feparation of the peo+
ple from the government, and to think that their
late infolent demands would be fuccefsful; yea,
" to threaten, that unlefs we complied, their vef-
fels would ravage our coafts, and we would (hire
the fate of other nations which they have over-
turned: What was fome time ago made the
pretext for hoftile meafures, was not fo much
as hinted to our meflengers of peace; but all
their requifitions are enforced by an appeal to our
Weaknefs, and this weaknefs arifing from friends
here on whom they reckon. O France! at thy
firft revolution our hearts beat high with expec*
tation; for thy help in our need, we felt the fin-
cereft gratitude; when thou waft environed by
numerous hofts, we alone acknowledged thy re-

pre

an honorable embafly to renew and ftrengthen

.'\’us ?

break with the one, and to join the other. But

public; and when thou didft complain, we fent

the bands of peace. Is it thus thou requiteft

-
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~ -Nothing is more eafy and common than t5
find fault with meafures, when they prove un-
fuccefsful. = Perhaps the error, if there be any,
is in not having fpoken, from the firft, in a bold
and decided tong to whatever nation fought ta
ympofe ypon us, Peace, {o neceflary and defira.
ble, was the great object; it has been protract-
ed; and if, at laft, we are obliged to repel ag-
greflions by force, we may confidently appeal tq
Him who ¢ ruleth in the kingdom of men.”*.

Happily, union in the means of felf-defence
is daily gaining ground, in proportion. as the
tranfactions are underftood. The queftion is

not now about a form of government, but whe. |{.

ther we fhall govern ourfelves. It is not, whether
the moft proper meafures have bgen pyrfued o

» The three preceding fentences are thofe mestioned in the pre-.

face to have been forgotten at the delivery of the Difcourfe. Who-
ever will allow himfelf to refle@ ferioufly, muft fec how oppofite
has been the condu@ of Britain and of France in accommodating
their differences with us. The firt immediately honored our Envoy,
and eatered into negociation; the latter has treated us with fludied
contempt. No one can fay that Britain had not reccived fome pro-
vocations, and had not juft caufe to fear as to the part we would a&;
3nd yet had fhe behaved like the other, there would have been buc
one voice in Amecrica. With refpe& to a connc&ion with foreign
powers, it will ever involve us in dificulties. How proper the fen-
timents of Prefident Wathington on this head:—* The great rule of
“ condu@® for us, in regard to foreign nations, is, in extending our
“ commercial relations, to have with them as little political connec~
* tion as poffible, So.far as we have already formed engagements,

-4 det them be fulfilled with perfed good faith,  Here let us flop.”

— -
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obtain peace; but what is the moft effectuial re-
Jmedy. THE CONTEST 15 FOR NATIONAL s0-
VEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE. Spirit of
feventy-fix, whither art thou fled? Where the
fpirit that declared, « We never will fubmit to
. « be hewers of wood, or drawers of water, for
& any miniftry and nation in the world.” Did

touncils, our enemies would relinquith their at-
tempt as idle, or, if they did not, would be
tovered with fhame and confufion. Even the
tinparalleled conqueror of Italy would have the
laurels fnatched from his brow, and be covered
with willows) -

War is, indeed, a dreadful calamity. It 1s
juftifiable on no principle but that of felf-defence.
Through the kind interpofition of Heaven, it
was averted, when, a few years ago, it feemed
to be at hand. Negociation was f{uccefsful.
Negociation has been tried again—open—fair—
and liberal. It has been fpurned. Money has
been demanded, But no fecurity given for peace.
Sums have been fixed, but accompanicd with
a hint, that more would be expefted. What
affurance that fuch rapacity would ever be fatif-
fied? To hearken to thefe claims is difgrace;
to comply with them is death. Look at Ve-

unanimity and vigor once appear in our public
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nice, at Belgium, at Switzerland. . Look, above
all, at Holland, the country of your anceftors,
and if you inherit a drop of blood from thofe
brave Dutchmen ,who,: in former years, fo nobly
afferted their privileges——Holland, the ftore-
-houfc of the world, the nurfery of arts, learning
and. religion, has loft her eminence among the -

nations. She is di¢tated to, exhaufted by con- .
tributions, her youth infeted with infidelity, .
her commerce annihilated, and is little better

than a province of France. How is the glory

departed fince the admiffion of a foreign mafter!

How ignobie do men become when they willingly
ftoop to oppreflion! They are like aﬂ'es couch-

ing down under their burdens.

I have not fpecified among our fins gaming,
tipling, profane fwearing, railing, lymg, and other
immoralities. They are the native fruits of ir-
religion, and abufed profperity. Nor has there
been taken into the enumeration, the retention
of a multitude of our fellow-creatures in flavery.
Befides, that this could not bg fo fully ftated as
it ought, there are many circumftances whxch
forbid it. Prudence may condemn the moft
diftant reference, but confcience remonftrates
againft an entire filence. We know where we

are moft vulnerable; and melancholy is the tale
e )
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of St. Domingo. O thou Judge of the earth}
incline us to do all the juftice we can, and when
thou vifiteft < .the iniquity of the fathers upoa
« the children,” in wrath remember mercy!
 Havine confidered the fins moft prevalent
among us, let us fincerely confe(s and forfake
them. This is the important duty for which
our excelleat :Prefident has recommended to us
to affemble on this day. He, imprefled with
~ afenfe of the fins of the land, faw the neceflity
of deep humiliation; and, from the diftinguifhed
part he aed in our revolutionary war, knew
that our fafety depended on the favour and pro-
tection of almighty Ged. How innocent foever
we may be in provoking the affaults of men, we
have grievoufly tranfgreffed the divine law. Each
of «us is addrefled this day in the words of Jofhua

to. Achan; ¢« My fon, give, I pray thee, glory -

<« _to the Lord God of Ifrael, and make confefion
< unto him.” Let us remember that each, by
his perfonal fins, adds to the fins of the commu-
nity; that the reformation of the one is the re-
formation of the other; and that, had we not
contributed to the ftock of iniquity, the fins of
others fhould excite our forrow. ¢ Go,” faid
the Lord, ¢ through the midft of the city,
“ through the midft of Jerufalem, and fet a mark
-
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« gpon the foreheads of the men that figh, and
«-that cry; for all the abominations that be done :
¢ in:the midft thereof.””

If we thus turn from the evil of our ways, we
will have nothing to-fear. The fame God who
hath fo often and fo remarkably interpofed i
our behalf, will again plead our caufe. We live
il an eventful period. What will be the iffue .
as to France hexfelf; to the other nations in Eu-
fope, or as to ourfelves, is beyond conjecture.
We are only affured, that < the Lorp hath his
“ way in the whirlwind and in the ftorm, and
«¢ the clouds are the duft of his feet.” "We have
already feen the power of the Church of Rome,
if not deftroyed, yet receiving its death wound.
What more defigns of Providence fhall be ful-
filled by the prefent convulfions, are unknown.
The words of the Lord refpecting Affyria are fo
remarkable as to' demand our attention here:
¢ O Affyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the
« fiaff in thieir hand is mine indignation. I-will
« fend: himt againft an hypocritical nation, and
« againft the people of my wrath will I give him
“ a charge, to take the fpoil, and to take the prey,
“¢ and to tread them down like the mire of the
< ftreets. Howbeit, he meaneth not fo, neither
¢ doth his heart think fo; hut it is in his heart



26
4 to deftroy, and cut off nations not a few.
« Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, that when

« the Lord hath performed his whole work upon

« mount Zion, and en Jerufalem, I will punifh
¢ the fruit of the ftout heart of the king of Af
¢¢ {yria, and the glory of his high looks.” What
follows is no lefs remarkable, and the whole paf~
fage recorded in Ifaiah, 1oth chapter, from the
sth to the 1gth verfe, is full of inftruétion as to
the ways and dealings of Providence towards
nations.

Let the children of God truft and rejoice in

him; and let thofe who are living in difobedi-
ence {peedily make their peace with him, through

his Son Jefus Chrift, whom he hath * fet forth
-« as a propitiation for fin.” If, as a people, we

are corrupt and vicious, judgments muft be ex«

pected; and if, as individuals, we continue to
rejet the gofpel, future and eternal mifery muft
be our portion.

Next to the duties which we owe immediately
to God, are thofe which we owe to one another,
in the fupport of the conftituted authorities, and
the defence of our civil and religious privileges.
Unnatural children we are, if, when that coun-
try which holds all that is dear to us is threatened,
we do not breathe one fpirit, and exert one

——— . e =
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ftrength ; if we do not renounce all partialities
to this or to the other nation, be they who they
will ; and if we do not banith all party diffenfions
for the name of AMERICAN.* '

To conclude, Let us earneftly pray that our
Counfellors may be inipired with integrity, wif-
dom, firmnefs, and unanimity, in the manage-
ment of our national affairs; that the defolations
of war may foon ceafe unto the ends of the earth;
that univerfal righteoufnefs may prevail, and that
this tranfporting antherh may be fung by all na«
tions: ¢ The kingdoms of this world are become
¢ the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift;
¢ and he fhall reign for everand ever.” AMEN.

* There are fome who alledge, that parties neceffarily exift in all
frec governments, and that they are of real fervice. Britain is
brought as an example. In my opinion the reafoning is delufive. The
government of Britain is an old and eftablifhed one; ours is of re-
cent date; the one is monarchical; the other of the popular form.
With us, therc is much more danger of weaknefs than of energy, of
anarchy than of tyranny. But whatever may be faid on this, furely
there ought to be no parties with refpe& to forcign nations. The
prevalence of fuch a fpirit would expofe us to all their intrigues, and
finally bring us under their domination. Much is faid about grati-
tude to France. It ought to be remembered, that forgivenefs of in-
juries is equtll‘y a part of morals; and that, with refpe to all na-
tions, we ought to be, © in war, enemies; in peace, friends.”

THE END.
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