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ADVERTISEMENT,

IT occurred as an objection to the pubhcatlon of the fal.
Jowing Discourse, that it mlght appear like exgosing the
unhappy disputes which had existed, and which, a recon-
~ ciliation having been effected, the parties might wish to be
for ever forgottcn But when it was considered, that thesa
‘dlsputes were not sccret—-that thcy frequently arise in all
societies, from the nnpcrfe&lon of even the best in this
world—that the remembrance of what was past may serve
“as a warning in future—that the dorines inculcated are of
the highest importance to all—apd that, undeg these im<
pressions, the publication of the Discoutse wa$ requested
by one of the Consistories, and others wh% heard it, the
Author could not, in duty, thhhold it,

Julyy 1790,




A
DISCOURSE, &

MATTHEW v. .

BlefJed are the peace-makers: for they fhall
be called the children of God.

HAD I been called, my brethren, to
addrefs you on a common occafion, I had,
probably, chofen a different fubject. But
1t 1s expected, and it is proper, that the
difcourfe thould be adapted to circumftan-
ces publicly known to exift in thefe con-
gregations. 'The divifions and contentions
which are permitted to take place among
profefling Chriftians, expofe them to the
reproach of the world, and have ever been
ufed, by mfidels, as an argument againft

Chriftianity itfelf. We with fuch to know
| likewife,
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likewife, that the religion is not in fault;
that its precepts are pure, and enforced by
the ftrongeft motives; and that its native
effet is righteoufnefs and peace. |
Indeed, love to man, and its neceflary
coricomitant, pcace, are fo eflential, that
the fubject is not unfuitable on any occa-
fion; for, by the defire of peace, we try -
the fincerity of ourlove, and by both we
determine whether we have felt the power
of the religion of Jefus, and may be called
the children of God. | |
The text 1s part of our Lord’s excellent
fermon on the mount; and furely when he
{peaks we owe the utmeft revérence and
attention. He was fully commiflioned for
the redemption of his péople : he hath made
reconciliation by his blood ; and he teaches
by his word and example. He who hath
revealed the terms of acceptance, and wil
confer the final reward, hath pronounced,
Blefled are the peace-makers: for they [ball be
called the children of God, As 1 come to
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you, therefore, my brethren, in the name,
fo alfo in the words of Chrift, befeeching
you to hear Him. Leet us briefly inquire,

I. Who are to be underftood by peace-
makers. |

II. What the bleflednefs is which fuch
thall enjoy. - And then, what improvement
we ought to make of the whole.

By peace-makers are to be underftood,
F1rsT, thofe whofe tempers are mild and
inclined to peace. Some perfons feem to
be fo happily formed by nature, or have
acquired by habit fuch a dominion over
their paflions, as to bear misfortunes with
calmnefs, and injuries with patience ; while
cthers are of fo rugged a mould, or fo def-
titute of felf-government, as to be torment-
ed with fretfulnefs and refentment. The
former may be called é/ffed, becaufe the
habitual compofure of their {pirits faves
them much pain, and becaufe they are ef-
teemed, and their friendfhip courted by all

with whom they converfe.
Tlll
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‘This mildhefs is to be diftinguithed front
meannefs or fervility, which feels not an in<
jury; and has no refpett to dignity of cha+
racter. There are cafes in which not to
feel would be ftupid, and not to difcover
a becoming indignation would be to forfeit
all pretenfions to every thing that is noble
in man. The greateft danger, however,
is of running into the oppofite extreme; by
refenting things which are much better un-
noticed, and by pleading neceflity, while
we are only gratifying our own wicked
paflions. 'There is more magnanimity in
forgiving an offence, and 1ncurring re-
proach, than in revenging it, and obtaining
applaufe. He 1s a hero who can -do the
firft; a coward may perform the laft.

But, it is not that mildnefs which ariy
men naturally poflefs that will entitle them:
to the charadter and the bleflfednefs in-
tended by our Saviour. Until they have
made their peace with God, and have
been renewed after his image, they are

not
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hiot peace-makers, and cannot be called
the children of God.: Love to a brother
is the fign of love to God, and love to God
is the fource of love to a brother. This
commandment have we from bim, That bé
who lrverh God love bis brother alfp.* 'To
this I pray you, my brethren, particularly
to attend; for we may deceive ourfelves
by taking a happy difpofition for grace:
We have not, by nature, that principle
which can guide our athons and render
them acceptablé to God. It muft be
Wro'ught in us by the Holy Spirit. ' What-
ever may be our natural conftitutions, and
whatever command of ourfelves we may
have acquired, if the love of God prevail
not in our hearts, and we be not influenced
by the precepts and motives of the gofpel,
we will not feek peace from true principles

and with proper ardour.
Let me remark here alfo, that there will
be different tempers even among thefe who
B are

* 1 John iv. 21.
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2re. the fubjeéis of divine grace.. Thofe

who are .gentle, grace will make mere
amiable; thofe who are froward, it will
fubdue; but ftill their natural propenfities
will appear. Sanhfication being imper-
fect in this life, the law in the members
~will war .againft the law of the mind.
‘The particular fin to which one was prone
‘before aonverfion, is likely to be afterward
the fin which will moft eafily befet him. °
We may be aflured, at the fame timeo,
that as far as grace prevails in all, they will
die tofin and live unto righteoufnefs. From
whence, fays the apoftle James, come wars
-and pghtings among you? Come they not
 hence, even of your lufis that war in yorr
members £*  Pride, envy, covetoulnets,
ambition, and jealoufy, thefe cruel lufts
have, ever fince Cain rofe up againft Abel
his brother and {lew him, broken the peace
of famlies, neighbourhoods, and nations,
and made this world a {cene of blood-fhed
and

¥ James iv. 1.
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.and carnage. The predominance of thefe
ih the falfe profeflors of Chriftianity, and
the influence which théy have in all here
below, hinder that mutual Jove, thofe tender
sffices, and that perfect barmony which the
gofpel 15 calculated to produce, and which
fhall foreyer rcngn amsng the redeemed in
heaven,

. Seconpiy, By peaee-makers are to e
pnderftood thefe who, in cafe of a vasiaus=
between themielves and others, ule ali
proper methods to effelt a feconciliation,
They do not retain ahgeg' and indulge a
fpirit of revenge; they do not provoke by
reviling language, and return one injury by
another; but are ready to acknowledge
their own faults, and to forgive the faults
of others, They feek p_mcé. as their great
duty and happinefs.

. A hittle acquaintance with mankind will
teach us how cxtremely depraved they ge-
nerally are in this refpet, what unjuft max-
ims they imbibe, and hew far they are

from
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from the fpirit of the gofpel. We will fee
one infift on a fatisfaltion purpofely to mor-
tify the other, while the other 1s too proud
to give the fatisfaction Whlch he ought ; . we
will fee them contend who thall utter the
moft bitter inve&@ives; we will fee thcm
treat one another with pointed: 1ncw1hty,
in thort, we will fee thcm unreafonably and
obftinately perfift in thelr errors. 'To juf-
tify themfelves, they will alledgc, that it is
mean either to acknowledge or to forgive
an offence, efpecially to one whofe charac-
ter i conceived to bé bad; and this is eafily
conceived when prejudice and paffion once
take poffeffion of the mind. - They confider
not, that next to innocence is confeffion ;
and that forgivenefs is viftory both over
ourfelves and others. o
Numerous paflages of fcripture which
refer to this fubjet might be mentioned.
et me afk your attention, my brethren,
only to what is dclivered by our bleffed
Lord in this chapter. He taught the beft
| morality ;
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morality; and thou gh it may contradict
the maxims of a wicked world, and excite
 the foolith fneer of infidels, yet it will be
found to ennoble man, and promote his
real happinefs. e |
~ Hear how he forbids anger and all op-
probrious language! I fay unto you, that
:wbdfoewr 15 angry with bis brother without a
caufe, fball be in danger of the judgment ; and
whofoever fball fay to bis brother, Raca,* fball
be in danger of the council: but whofoever fhall
- Jv, T bou fool, fhall be in danger of hell fire.t
‘There are flanderous imputations punifh-
‘ableby human laws, and where they cannot
come under the notice of thefe, they expofe
- to the righteous judgment of God. ~ By his
_law, all revengeful defires and reproachful
words are condemned as proceeding from a
murderous heart. |
" The neceflity of reconciliation, when a
difference has arifen, before we can be ac-
cepted of God in acts of worthip, is pointed

out.

¥ A vain empty fellow. 1 Verse 22.
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oat. If thou bring thy gift 1o the alier,
and therévemensbercf that thy brother bath
aughe ayainft thet s Jeaus - there tby gift
Sefore wbe. aitar, and go thy way 5 ﬁrﬁ e
reconciled. to thy brather, and them come
ol offtr thy gift  ‘Tog frequently. is
eariance made an excute: for not offcting
out gifts; bot we are to blame when
there is N0 attompt to remwve it If wo
bave offended, repamtmé is our duty, and
withoot this we only mock God by calling
_ upon him, He who is offended may
be unreafonable and continug his eamity,
- geut .after all due advances and acknows
Jedgrents on our past, we are cloar in the
fight-of God. The fin of a brother will
sot. hinder ws from confidence and accepty
ance in our worfhip. - o

' Hear farther, how patietice and forbear.
ance wnder injuries. ave enjoined L J /ay
sints you, That ye refifl mor avil; bus whofo-
wver fhall fimite thee on-thy reght cheeky tur®
. to

* Verses 23, 24-
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%o bim the other alfo.* 'The obvious mean-
ing of this precept is, that we ought not
to be hafty in our refentment, or to feek
retaliation. ‘Though we may remonftrate
againft the offence, and avoid the oceafions
of it, yet we ought to preferve our own
peace and innocence of mind. ‘The apoftle
well explains the meaning of our Saviour;
when he fays, Dearly beloved, avenge not
gourfebves, but rather grve place unto wraths
for it is written, Vengeance is mine, I will
vepay, fath the Lerd.t | |
Becaufe others treat us with injuftice
and cruelty, we are ready to think that we
are difcharged from all obligations of kind-
nefs to them, contrary to this command,
Love your enemies, bléfs them thor curfe
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
Jor them which defpstefully ufe you and per-
Jecute you.t ‘The love here intended does
not include a delight and confidence, fuch
as we have in thofe who are amiable in
themf{elves,

* Verse 39. + Romans xii. 19. + Verse 44.
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themfelves, and friendly toward us, but
that regard which will keep us from doing
them 11l offices, and lead us to defire their
reformation and welfare. ‘Then, as the
apoftle cxg;reﬂ'es it, we beap coals of fire
on the head of an enemy, and we overcome
evil with good. By reftraining our own
paffions, and fhowing kindnefs to the inju-
rious perfon, we take the moft effeGual me-
thod to make him athamed of his conduét,
and convert him into a friend. When
Saul was thow the fkirt of his robe which
David had cut off in the cave, he lfted up
his voice and wept.  And be faid to David,
T'hou art more righteous thap I; for thou hajt
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded
thee evil. And thou baff [hewed this day
how that thou bafl dealt well with me: foraf-
much as, when the Lord bad delivered me
into thine hand, thou killedft me not.*
As in the example before us, {o in others,
it may be impofiible, by the moft kind and
generous

* 1 Samuel xxiv. 16, 17, 18.
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getierous behaviour, to conquer malevo-
lence; but in this way it is moft likely to
be conquered, its effefts defeated, and turned
againft itfelf. 'We are accountable for the
defire and endedvour to make peace, and
not for the confequerice. If it be poffisle,
fays the apoftle, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men® It is in diffi-
cult cafes only that revererice for the pre-
cepts of Chirift and the power of his grace
appear. Were not Chriftiaris to do moré
than others, what would d.iﬁinguifh them
fromi the ungodly world? Of what ad-
vantage their {ublime morality, and the di-
vine affiftance which is promifed, if they
| live like other men? In the words of our
Saviour, If ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye; do not evesns the publicans the
Jame 2+  How excellent, my brethren, is
the religion of Jefus Chrift! What bleffed
cffets will its prevalence and power pro-
duce in this difordered world! The wolf

. Sl fhall

* Romans xii. 18, + Verse 40.
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Shall dwellwith the lamb,and the leopard [hall

lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the
young lion, and the fatling together, and a lit-
tle child [hall lead them.* Haften, O Prince
of Peace, thy glorious reign !+

THIRDLY,

* Isaiah xi. 6.

+ Though Thomas Paine, in the first part of his Age of
Reason, says, that Jesus Christ preached and practised mora-
lity ¢ of the most benevolent kind,” and that his system ¢ has
not beer. exceeded by any,” yet he speaks very disrespe&t-
fully of this morality in the second part of his work. He
finds fault particularly with these two precepts respecting for-
bearance under injuries, and love to our enemies. As to
the first, he says, ¢ It is assassinating the dignity of forbear-
ance, and sinking man into a spaniel.” So unwary and in-
consistent is this writer, that in the very next sentence ex-
cept one, he approves of the precept. ¢ It is incumbent,”
says.he, ¢ on man, as a moralist, that he does not revenge an
¢“injury; and it is equally as good in a political sense; for
<¢ there is no end to retaliation; each retaliates on the other,
¢ and calls it justice.” Let me ask, if this be not the meaning
of the precept? It does not enjoin ys to invite injuries,and
to use no method to prevent them; but not to revenge them,
or not to return one by another. For, as Mr. Paine remarks,
¢ there 1s no end to retahiation.” If, when one smites me
on my cheek, I smite him on his cheek, war and blood will
ensue. Unless one forbear the other, a reconciliation is im-
possible. Mr. Paine, at the same time, is entitled to no cre-
dit for his commentary on the precept, because he did not
intend it, and has explained pretty well what he does not seem
to understand.

Whether his assertion in the same page, in a note, is ¢ wil-
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THIRDLY, By peace-makers are to be

underftood thofe who are zealous in healing

the divifions and compofing the differences
which

ful lying,” or only a mode of communication which mis-
leads, every reader must determine for himself. His words
are, % In Christ’s sermon on the m< nt,in the beok of Mat-
% thew, it is there expressly said, that the do&@rine of forbear-
¢ ance, or of not retaliating injuries, was et any part of the
“ doctrine of the Fews.” There is neither such an expression
to be found in the book, nor any thing which swill bear such -
an interpretation. It is there expressly said by our Lord to .
the Jews, Ye fave heard that it hath been said, He wascor-
reQing their false interpretations of the law, and explaining
itin its spiritua] meaning and full extent; but do his words im-
ply, much less expressly declare, that the Jews had nolaw on
the point in question? Blush ye his followers, for this shame-
less man, when ke asserts, in immediate cennection, that the
¢ doctrine is found in Proverbs,” and when, in the preceding
page, he quotes the words and gives the very chapter and
verse. Healledges,indeed, that the dectrine must have been
copied from the Gentiles; to which the answer is sufficient,
at present, that it is found :n the Bible, and was known to
the Jews.

Equally disingenwous is his interpretation of the precept,
Love your enemies.  According to him, t is ¢ to love in pro-
portion to the injury”’—¢ to love without a motive”—and
would imply, ¢ that God loved man not in proportion as he
was good, butas he was bad.”” Surely that mind must be
extremely perverse which can make such inferences! Had
this precept been found in some heathen writer, and not in
haly scripture, how would infidels have boasted! Not be-
cause they would love the precept, but because of the high
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which happen among others.  "This 15 the
firlt 1dea which firikes us from me words ;
but it 1s neceffary to mclude the partlculais

before

strain of morality, and its beneficial influence in the world.
Would it please these men, were the precept reversed, and
stood thus? Hule your enemies, curse them that curse ysu, £5c.
Is this your morality, ye scoffcrs, and blind guides? If the
Christian morality makes men spaniels, your’s would cer-
tainly make them wolves and tigers. Against this opinion
you may quote these words of Thomas Paine: * Those who
preach this doctrine of loving their enemies are in general the
greatest persecutors ; __a sentence which, like the greater
part of his book, is scandalous misrepresentation. Had he
said, that many profcssing Christians have been persecutors,
he had said truth; for many do not preach the pure doétrines
of the gospel; and even zmong those that do preach them,
many do not believe them, or feel their power. But to say,
that to preach the do&rine of loving our enemies has a na-
tural tendency to produce strife, and make persecutors,
(which is the meaning of Mr. Paine in the connedtion of his
words) is in the first ranl\ of absurditics. | |

From these few remarks on this performance, found 1n the
limits of two pages, the reader may judge what a scene the
exanination of the whole would present. There would be
much need of the exercise of the graces which our blessed
Loxd recommends, in lesing and doing good to the man,
while we smote both the cheeks of his work.—-——Thc world 1s
much indebted to Dr. Watson, the present bishop of Landaft,
for his Apology for Christianity, in letters addressed to Ed-
ward Gibbon; and it is equaily indebted for his Apology for
the Bible, in letters addressed to Thomas Paine,  If infidels
be as serious in their inguiry atter truth as they pretend, they

wed el i Anoloaya candid and attentive perusal,
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before mentioned, becaufe only thofe wha
have felt the power of godlinefs, are them-
felves peaceable, and difpofed to forgivenefs
and reconciliation, will, from proper prin-
A_cip'lc_s, make peace among others. Only
fuch know the value of peace, are truly
concerned for the {alvation of men, and
jealous for the honor of Chrift.

- Not to detain you here, let me remar}.,
that peace-makers_ will be {olicitous above
all things to bring perfons to make their
peace with God. Unlefs the breach be
healed which fin has made, eternal mifery
is the incvita;ble. portion; and where there
1s no fear of God, every other confideratior
to recommend amity between brethren
lofes its influence. In this view, the Mi-
nifters of the gofpel are in a {pecial manner
peace-makers. We are ambafladors for
Chrifl, fays the apoftle, as though God did
befeech you by us: we pray you in Chryff's
Sflead, be ye reconciled to God* ‘They are
- likewife

L) L]
* o Ceorinthians v. 20.
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hkewile frequently called to reconcile con-
tending parties among Chriftians, and to
be forrowful witnefles how little fuch are
bound by the great law of love. ‘This bu-
finefs, however, does not exclufively belong
to thofe ordained to public offices in the
Church. Every Chriftian is a peace-maker.
He 1s conftrained to exert his abilities and
opportunities to win men to Chrift, and
promote harmony and love. Nor thall he
be without a reward, for the text {ets forth,

11. The bleflednefs which peace-makers
thall enjoy.  They fhall be called the children
of God. .' o

To be called, and to be, frequently fignify
in {cripture the fame thing. Thefe words
of our Lord, My houfe [ball be called the
houfe of prayer, {tand in another place thus,
My houfe is the houfe of pmyer:' and zo be
called the fons of God, 1s of fimilar 1mport
with the phrafe, to become the fons of God.
Peace-makers, then, are the children of

God, and fhall receive all the happinefs
which
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which flows from that relation. They re-
femble God—ihall be owned by him—and
amply rewarded. Time, and a defirc not
to prove tedious to you, my brethren, will
admit but a fhort difcuflion of this head.
Perhaps, indeed, it is not neceflary to en-

large, becaufe all that happinefs which
believers enjoy here, and are entitled to
hereafter, thall be enjoyed by peace-makers
in an eminent degree.

1. They refemble God. He is called
Love—The God of Peace. He beftows, with
a liberal and inceffant hand, bleflings upon
his creatures, even upon the unworthy,
and thofe who requite him with ingratitude
and rgpellion. Peace-makers bear his im-
age, and imitate his perfection. We find
that our Saviour preffes the duties of for
bearance, kindnefs, and love toward our
enemies, by the exarnple of divine benevo-
lence. That ye may be the children of vour
Farber which 15 1n heaven: for be maketh bis
fun to rife on the exil and oin the good, and

Jendel )
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fendeth rain on the juft and on the unjzﬁ.*
Hathi he forgiven us innumerable offences ?
hath he fpared us? and is he ftill purfuing
us with loving kindneis? and thall we not
forgive the offences of our fellow mortals
againft us!  Did be give his Son to die
for us? and fhall not this aftonithing love
to fuch miferable creatures produce love to
him, and to all mankind? Do we need,
10 this world of aﬂli&idn, each others di-
rection and affiftance? and fthall we embit-
ter our cup by wringing into it wormwood
and gall? No, the children of God refem-
ble their Father; they follow the fteps of
Jefus Chrift, who, in their nature, exhi-
bited a moft perfect pattern of c,vcry"vxr?ue.
This 1s bleflednefs to be like God, who is

mnfinite in excellence.

Again, Thofe who are of the charaéter
defcribed thall be owned of God. All others
falfely pretend to love him, and are objeéts
of his difnleafurc.  Hecar the declaration of

Chrift—
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Cheift—If ye forgrve not men thewr trefpaffes,
neither will your Father forgive vour tref-
paffes*  Hear likewife the apoftic— »-ou-
loew peace with all men, and bolinefs, .ot
which o man fhall fee the Lord 4+ Alas! my
brethren, that any fheuld deceive them-
felves by refting in an empty profefion,
by depending on fome outward duties,
while they live in hatred, variance, and
ftrife with their neighbours. How can
the holy, peaceful Spirit of God dwell in
hearts fo defiled? ‘
Laftly, Peace-makers thall be amply re-
warded. In this life they have a {uperior
degree of pleafure in the tranquiility of their
munds, and in the reputation which they
gain. They are ornaments and bleflings
to fociety. The evennefs of their tem-
pers, their foft words, and their friendly
counfels, like the melody of David’s harp,
chafe away the evil fpirit, or charm it to
repofe. |

D But

* Matthew vi. 13, 1 Hebrews xii. 14.
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But though with David himfelf the child
of God fhould lament and fay, #oe is me
that I fojourn in Mefech, that I dwell in the
tents of Kedar! My foul hath long dwelt with
him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but,
when I [peak, they are for war;* yet in a
little time, he thall fiy away and be ar refl.
His full bleffednefs is referved in heaven for
him, where peace and pleafure reign for
evermore ; where his labours and fufferings
fhall end, and be fuccecded by a propor-
tionable and gracious reward.

It might not be improper to introduce
here the oppofite character and mifery of
thofe who begin and continue ftrife. They
are the childrenn of the devil. They re-
{femble him, and do his works. Ad&tuated
by him who 15 a liar and a murderer, they
{eparate very friends, add fuel to the fire,
and, by their malignant breath, blow 1t to
a flame. By the tales which they carry
from one to another, with mifreprefenta-

tions

* Psalm cxx. 5, 6, 7.
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aﬁ aggravations of their own, ills
will 1s°generated, and a {light prejudice,
which might have quickly vanifhed, 1s 1n-
created to a quarrcl.  HWhere no wood 1s,
there the fire goeth out; fo, where there is
no talebearer, the fir fe ceaﬁtb:’*’ Like the
devil too, they are tormented with their
curfed paffions, and find no peace. Envy,

tions

hatred, and jealoufy, gnaw them inwardly,
and render taftelefs all the fweets of life.
Without repentance and renewing grace
thewr portion will be to dwell 1n that place
where all the bad and miferable are colleét-
¢d, and, groaning under the weight of di-
vine wrath, to {fpend an eternity in mutual
reproaches, bitter wailings, and horrid blaf-
phemies. Lt me turn from this dinmal
- pi¢ture, and afk your attention to fome ap-
plication of the fubje¢t to the circumf{tances

of thefe congregations.
‘THE Commiflion of Synod appear among
you this day as peace-makers. They are
mnvefted

* Proverbs xxvi. 20.




28

invefted with power either to effect, if pof-
{ible, a 1e(‘onahat10n, cr, if thoucht ad-
vifcable, a {eparation ; to determine in{uch
manauer as thall to them {feem moft for the
glory of God, and the edification of his
Church. Do any afk us, On what fide are
you? we anfwer, on the fide of Chriit.
Your refpeélive pleas have not been heard.
We only know, in general, that there are
divifions among you, and that, from what
caufes foever they have fprung, they are
much to be lamented. They are oppofed
to the {pirt of the gofpcl, unbecoming its
profeflors, and as fuch ought to be healed
with all careand {peed. Without entering,
therefore, upon the meritsof your controver-
iy, or prejudging them, you will allow me to
mention, with all plainnefs and faithfulnefs,
a few confiderations, which ought to have
great weight in directing your conduét.

A plan of union, not long fince, was
adopted, with a folemn declaration of ad-
herence, and a formal fubfeription. It is

fruc,
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frue, that a change in affairs may render a
feparation now cligible ; but 1t 1s certamn,
that the rcafons for this ought to be ftrong
and evident. Had no union ever been
formed, your profeffion as Chriftians would
oblige you to feek it; but after 1t 1s once
formed, the obligation 1s increafed, and 1t
may not be violated lightly or wantonly.
The good man, 1if he {wear, though 70 his
own burt, yet he changeth not.*

Again, What advantages are expetted
from a {sparation? Living in the fame
neighbourhood, pafling and repafiing one

another

* The plan of union referred to was adopted at a meeting
of a Commission of Synod in the year 1789. The causes
of difference need not be detailed. It may be necessary,
however, to inform the reader who is not particularly ac-
quainted with these congregations, that they have two Mi-
nisters, who preach alternately in two churches, and had in
each congregation their respective adherents, though both
be of the same denomination. Had these congregations se-
parately adhered each to one Minister, the matter had not
been so difficult; but living promiscuously, and indulging
animosity, each house was divided against itself. This ren-
dered a variance the more grievous, and some plan of unioa
extremely desirable. How happy, if, on the second ac-
commodation, they stand fast in one Spivity Wl one mind.
stiaving together for tle fuich of the gopel !




another on your way to and from the
Church, are you likely to be better friends ?
Though you fit under different Minifters,
and communicate at different tables, yet
will you have ¢laid afide unfeignedly all
enmity, hatred and envy?” Are you net
more likely, the one party to account the
other as heathen men and publicans, or be
to one another as the Jews and Samarstans
were formerly? Will not difunion be per-
petuated to your pofterity? What mif-
chiefs arife from contentions among Chrif-
tians! The wounds are fo déeep and ulcer-
ous, that they are with difficulty, if ever,
cured.

On the other hand, the benefits of union
- are great.  Behold, how good and how plea-
Jant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity! It 15 like the precious ontment upon
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron’s beard; that went down to the flirts
of bis garments; as the dew of Hermon, and
as the dew that defcended upon the mountains

of
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of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the
bleffing, even lifg for evermore* Unity, like
precious ointment, 1s falutary and fragrant;
but difcord 1s like a corrofive to the flefh, or
dead flies which caufe the ointment of the
apothecary to fend forth a ftinking favour.
Unity, like the dew or gentle rain, refrethes
and cherithes the fruits of the earth; but
difcord, like the pitilefs ftorm, beats down
all, or, fwelling to a flood, {weeps flocks and
herds, all the hope of the hufbandman, ir-
refiftibly away.

Let 1t be particularly remarked, that
where unity 1s, there the Lord commands
the bleffing, even Life for evermore. How can
we expect a blefling to attend the means
of grace, if we live in ftrife? Is this to aét
as thofe who not only belong to the fame
family of mankind, but are one body in
Chrift, and every one members one of another 2
Will not'God take his Holy Spirit from us,
and give us up to follow our own lufts?

If

* Poalrn cxxxill.
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If we cannot agree here, what gr’ound to
believe that we are preparing for heaven,
the place of eternal love and peace? Thefe,
my brethren, are awfully ferious confidera-
tions, and I pray you to admit them 1n their

full force. |
Suffer me to atk farther, if unity, ef'pen
cially at this day, be not advantageous, as
it recommends religion, and abafthes the
impudence of mnfidelity? Is not the in-
{cription on the ftone over the door of this
Church, ¢ UNION GIVES STRENGTH "’
If, then, the union be broken, is not the
ftrength gone? It was during laft fummer,
in the midft of your contentions, that the
heavens gathered blacknefs, and the light-
ning, burfting from the cloud, broke this
ftone, and tore 1t from its place; as though
God looked down upon 1t as an infult to
his name, or thus loudly called upon you
to attend to your {olemn profeflion and in-
difpenfable duty. I will not affert that there
was a particular voice in the thunders of
that

———




that day ; but it has been mentioned by ma-
ny as fomewhat fingular, that while differ-
ing about the appropriation of {ome morcy,
you thould be made to expend a part in re-
pairing the damage of your Church; and
that this ftone, bearing the memorable
infcription, thould be the only one which
was removed and broken. Surely you
may learn from 1t an important and affect-
ing leflon. While it recalls vou to duty in
this life, let 1t imprefs you with the thought
of thofe dreadful thunders which fhall
ufher 1n the laft judgment, and thofe fires
which fhall burn up this earth and all the
works that are therein ; of that tremendous
day, when all who hat: God and their
neighbour fball be punifhed wwith e‘verlz'z/?z'ﬂg
deflruciion from the prefence of the Lord, and
Jrom the glory of his power.™

E The

* The thunder-storm was on Friday, the 1oth of July,
1795, and was uncommonly severe. It is said that it arose
suddenly, and was confined to the town of Hackinsack and ite
vicinity; that the flashes of lightning and peals of thunder
were repeated and terrible.  In one explosion, the lightning




The laft confideration which I fhall
mention, is the near approach of death,
when we mutft leave all earthly concerns,
and enter upon an unchangeable ftate. Yet
a little while, and the prefent generation
thall pafs away, vour Minifters thall be fuc-
ceeded by others, and the feats which you
now fill fhall have new occupants. How
little will the things of this world appear,
when we are about to clofc our cves upon
them all! What bitter reflections will we
have, if fenfible of having injured a brother
and promoted variance! Soon muft the

flanderous tongue faulter, the hand that was |
lifted to ftrike beccme motionlels, and the

eNviIocus

struck the steepie of the Church, which it dymared muchy
and, in its descent, dispiaced the "oac with the inscription
over the door.  This wtone was broken in woveral pieces,
either by the lisatnin:, or by the fadi e had been cement-
cd and replaced Lo the delivery of i, disccourse. These
Circunstances, being i part knows:, v occasion for the
aliv o, Moy the membors of the congrereiisns be frinly
unitea ! ALt e s e odnte Chars Dy actrae Lk,
' !
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envious eve grow dim! Would we die g
peace, let us live in peace. Come view
your conduct with refpe@ to that Lous
when all are honeft and ferious. Wiil
your confciences approve, when juft about
to appear before an omnifcient and right-
cous Judger Will vou be abie to fay that
vou have cndeavoured to be woid of offence
towam’f God and towards rai: s that /# Jitie-
plicity and gedly fincerity, not with jefily
wifdom, by tige grace of God vou bave lad
your converfation in the warld? O my brc-
thren, deal faithfully with vourfelves, and
delay not a moment.to fecure vour peace
with God through the Lord Jefus Chrift.

"T'o conclude, If the Commifiion of $viod
thall be fo happy as to accomplith a recon-
ciliation, a new ftonc fhall be clgravers
and brought to its place with honours and
tr':umph, Unburt bv any dark cloud, 1

hall emain 2 monument to late pofterity,
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let the broken ftonie continue as an emblem
of difunited brethren. In either cafe the
peace-makers fhall obtain their reward.
New, the Lord of peace himfelf groe you
peace always by all means. The Lord be

with you all*  Amen.

% Thessalonians iii. 16.






