
 

-Vom th«ii$rartj <>j

-(Ll(|c Samuel' llli^l^^iMM^i^1 50.



 



DI SCOURSES

ON THE

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

By WILLIAM LINN, D. D.

One of the Ministers op the reformed DutcjJ

Church, in the City of New-York,

 

NEW. YORK—printed by THOMAS GREENLEAF.

the COPY RIGHT SECURED.

1794.



 



PREFACE.

TliEfollowing Discourses were begun in the

Month of April last. Several Circumstances

have concurred to prevent their Appearance be

fore now. They treat ofSubjects not usual in

the Pulpit, and the FormofEssays would rather

have been chosen, had Leisure admitted. They

have been corrected in a few Places fince they

were delivered, and the whole ofthe Notes have

been added.

The Author never despaired of the Success

of theFrench Revolution; and the Eventswhich

have taken Place during the Summer, confirm

him in the Opinion that civil Liberty will uni

versally prevail, and that God ispreparing the

Wayfor the Introduction of a glorious Scene

upon Earth. No political Sentiments are ad-
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iv PREFACE.

vanced except those zohich seemed to be inti

mately connected with the Prosperity os the

Church. Christians, assuch, ought-not to in

terfere with civil Government; and civil Go

vernment ought not to interfere -with them,

farther than to afford general Protection. The

Church and the State willJlourifli best when both

attend wholly to their peculiar Concerns.

The Author s principal View is to call the

Attention ofprofeffing Christians in this Coun

try to the Situation in which Providence hath

placed them; to urge them to .corretl former

Mistakes, to lay aside old Prejudices^ to remove

Stumbling-blocks out of the Way of Infidels,

and to unite in the Bonds of Love.

New-York, September 26, 1794.

1 -w,



DISCOURSE!

SIGNS of the TIMES.

MATTHEW xvi. 3.

Can ve not discern the Signs of the

Times ?

These were the words of Jesus Christ

to the Pharisees and Sadducees, when they

asked him for a Jign from Heaven. We

find, that the Jews frequently sought this

from him ; and they referred either to some

particular sign which they expected the

Messiah would give, or to some greater

miracle than what he had yet performed.

Our Lord, instead of gratifying their curi-

A
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osity, showed diem, that they had sufficient

evidence of his divine mission, and that if

they were as attentive and honest in observ

ing this, "as they Were in observing the signs

in nature, they could not fail of a just con

clusion. When it is evening, ye fay, It will

be fair weather ; for the sky is red : And in

the morning, It will be foul weather to-day ;

for the sky is red and lowring. 0 ye hypo

crites ! ye can discern tJieface of thesky ; but

can ye not discern the figns of the times ? If

as though he had said, certain signs in the

Heaven foretel the state of the weather, and

you carefully remark them ; why can you

not discern, by the signs which now appear,

who I am, and what are the present times?

Does not your negligence betray your un

belief and hypocrisy ? Are not the prophe

cies fulfilled in me ? Is not tny doctrine di

vine? Do not myw orks witness for me, the

very works which it was foretold that the

Messiah should perform ?

The request of the Pharisees ants Saddu

cees being unreasonable, and made with an
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evil' intention, our Ilord severely reproved :

them, and directed them to attend to the

figns which were plainly to be seen.. I pur

pose, my brethren, to discuss the words with

a peculiar regard to the day in which we

now live,.and to inquire, what are the figns-

of these times. The discourse is intended as-

introductory to some others^.

Every person who reflects at all,' mult

fee, that the most; extraordinary events are

taking place, and is naturally led to thinks

on their connection and consequence. He

who believes in a divine revelation, ponders

in his own mind, whether some of the pro

phecies are not now fulfilling, and' the way-

preparing, for the general spread and success

of the everlasting gospels That this is, in

deed, the cafe, he cannot doubt, in however

great darkness the time and the mannermay

be involved. Before I mention thfr figns,

and what they manifest at this day, let me

make a few observations concerning the na*

ture and interpretation of the prophecies.
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l. The fulfilment of the prophecies is

one of the strongest proofs of a divine reve

lation. If it can be shown, that events have

been foretold, and particularly described in

Scripture, many ages before they came to

pass, it is an irresistible proof of the truth

of the Scripture ; for only God could have •

foreseen these events, and they must have

been predicted by men inspired of him.

The friends of revelation cannot more effec

tually establish its authority, than by giving

a history of the prophecies, together with

the events in which they have been fulfilled.

This has been done by bishop Newton^ in

his excellent dissertations. So well are infi

dels aware of this, that it has .been alledged,

that the prophecies were written after the

events; a supposition discovering ignorance

and malice, and which events yet to come

will put to eternal shame. The evidence

from prophecy is continually increasing, and

will at last overpower, with its lustre, all,

opposition.
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2. It is not necessary that the prophecies

be minutely understood until they be fuL-

filled. • It is enough that events have been

foretold ; and it answers every purpose for

confirming rcvelation.thpugh we be unable,

in the mean time, to interpret them so ac

curately, and apply them so certainly, as to

remove every difficulty, and elucidate every

circumstance. At the completion,these will

appear clearly,and perhaps men will wonder,

how they should have so much misappre

hended them,. There is, indeed, a divine

wisdom in concealing part, as the agents

thus act freely, and are often found, con

trary to their designs, to accomplish the will

of God.

Whenever, therefore, we are not guidr

ed by plain Scripture, we do no more than

conjecture. Our business is. not to prophe-r

cy, jam modestly to interpret what is obvir.

oufly revealed. How many learned and

pious men have framed interpretations

which time has shown to be entirely erro

neous ! Some have dated the fall of Ami
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christ so far back, that the period is elapfed-:

and others carry it so far forward, that none

of us shall live to fee it. We are sure that

the first were mistaken, and time mustprove-

or disprove the opinion of the last.

Though a prophecy may not be fully*

understood until the event come, yet the

nearer we approach to the event, the more

will the prophecy be unfolded. Former

mistakes are corrected, new scenes arise, new

wheels in the great wheel of Providence are

moved ; and though we cannot, with cer

tainty, fay which will move next, yet we

fee more than those who lived before us>

We profit by their light, aud even by their*

errors, and we gain an additional light.

None of them foresaw the revolutions which

have been in our day ; at least, they could'

have little notion of the way in which God*

would effect his glorious designs. This

leads me to point out the signs of the pre

sent times.
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There are two remarkable ones,ofwhich

I shall take notice, together with their pro

bable signification, and the duties to which

they call us as men, and as professing Chris

tians.

I. The prevalence of a fense of civil Li

berty. We have seen one of the most pow

erful nations in the world, which, a few

years ago, was under an absolute govern

ment, and loved her slavery, rife, and, with

ail energy unknown before, break off her

inglorious chains. The monarch whom

she adored has been humbled in the dust,

and she elevates her view to a government

free in its principles, and equal in its ope

ration. _ ;

It is true, that in this revolution there

have been acts shocking to the feelings of

human nature, which the enemies of liberty

have aggravated, and endeavored to turn to

its disadvantage. These were to be expect

ed from the former state of the nation, from

the treacherous opposition within, and from
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the cruel opposition of tyrants without.

They are to be sincerely regretted, but are

neither just arguments against the goodness

of the cause, nor evidences that order and

freedom will not, in time, be established.

To rehearse, in mournful accents, the scenes

of distress exhibited how in France, and to

have ho tears to (lied for the former misery

of the nation, arid the rueful deeds of ty

ranny throughout the world, betrays a mind

extremely disingenuous and base. The Iky

is red and lowring, but the fun will soon '

look forth,and fair weather succeed the foul.

After the concussion of the elements, the air

will become•more pure, serene, and balmy.

Is not the prevalence of civil Liberty a

sign, that this is necessary, in order to the

reign of righteousness and peace ? Where

is the nation which lost its civil, arid preserv

ed its religious liberty ? Does not the one

always rife or fall with the other ? Has not

the power'which kings have enjoyed, occa

sioned continual jealousies and wars oh the

earth ? Has not their ambition, avarice, or '
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luxury rendered them oppressive to their

subjects, and dangerous to their neighbors ?

It would seem, then, that the rights of man

must be asserted as preparing the way for

the pure and peaceful religion of Christ.

Hi therto Liberty has in general been

suppressed by tyrants, and confined to small

corners of the earth ; but now the spreading

flame baffles their utmost efforts. The re

volution in France has produced a combi

nation the most bold, wicked, and foolish,

thaf ever existed in the world ; bold, because

it opposes itself to a nation so determined in

principle, and so abundant in resource ;

wicked, because it intermeddles in another's

affairs, and is a war against Liberty ; and

foolish, because it must be unsuccessful, dis

graceful, and ruinous. The only appear

ance that France might fail in establishing

her Liberty, arose from internal divisions

and commotions ; but the combination of

foreign powers has given her strength and

B
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vigour. External pressure has made her in

ternal union the more. firm.

Who shall stop the current of the tide ?

Who shall say to the waves of the sea, peace,

be still ? And yet they may as soon effect:

these,as quench the fire of enthusiasm which

glows in the breasts of more than twenty

millions. Nor is this all. The very attempt

will hasten their own downfall, and make

it the more terrible. As a huge stone cast

into water violently agitates it, and succes

sive circles touch the farthest shore, so the

convulsion in France will {hake all nations ;

revolution will, probably, follow revoluti

on, until all be regenerated; until all learn,

that government was instituted, not for the

aggrandizement of a few, but for the ge

neral benefit ; and until they know, that

the most High rulcth in the kingdom of men,

and giveth it to whomsoever he -will.

To advance these sentiments would, in

some countries, cost me my liberty, or my
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•life. Happily, in this country, we can think

and act for ourselves. We smile at tyrants,

and defy their rage.

You will not, my brethren, judge what

is now said to be improper, when you con

sider the inseparable connection between

civil and religious Liberty, and that the

prevalence of the one is a sign of the intro

duction of the other ; a sign which you are

called at this day to discern. Behold Li

berty first secured in America ! Behold next

the mighty struggles of France ! and fay,

whether these are not signs, that it mall uni

versally prevail ? The sign of which,

II. I shall take notice, is of an extraor

dinary-nature. It is the spread of deism, or

infidelity. Though there are, no doubt,

many in France who profess the Christian

religion in considerable purity, and many

who still adhere to the old superstition, yet-

there appears to be a great and open disa

vowal of all religion whatever. There is
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not to be found in their public transactions

any acknowledgment of a superintending

Providence. Not only have they discard

ed revelation, but, by the most certain ac

counts, run into downright atheism ; and,

in this respect, exhibit a spectacle never seen

before.* This is not mentioned as an ar

gument against the justness of their original

* Since the above was written, there has been publish

ed a decree of the National Convention, May 8, contain

ing the following article—" Article I. The French peo

ple acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being, and

the immortality of the soul." This shows, that though

they deny the Christian religion, yet they are unwilling

to be reputed atheists ; and that there is more religion

among the people of France than her enemies allow. The

sentiments of the people, and the reproaches of enemies,

probably led the Convention to make this declaration.—

The decree, however, may be considered as a bad prece

dent ; for if government once begin to interfere with re

ligious belief, there is no end. This the French ought

not, on their own principles, to do, and it is hoped,

that they will not. All that any government has to do, is

to secure and protect its citizens, leaving every one, in

shatters of religion, to believe and act according to the

light of their own minds.



>he T I M E S. 17

cause, or the probability of its final success.

They who would' thus construe itv do not

consider., that God often accomplishes his

purposes by his enemies, and in ways which

are incomprehensible by us.

Some constantly produce this irreligion

as a formidable objection, who are little bet

ter themselves. If the Sadducees said that

there was neither angel, nor resurrection, nor

spirit; the Pharisees, under the cloak of

sanctity, committed the greatest villainies.

When we hear of courts saying that their

religion is in danger, they mean their hier

archies or ecclesiastic establishments ; for, as

to the pure spirit of Christianity, it is seldom

known among them. The nation which

they abuse, are no greater infidels than

themselves, save that they wear no mask,

but openly appear what they are. It is re

markable that our Saviour pointed his

sharpest reproofs, and denounced his most

terrible woes against the Scribes and the

Pharisees ; persons who had corrupted the
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word of God by their traditions, and made

religion subserve their worldly interests*.

* It is well-known, that some who cry out against the

French for their irreligion, are themselves avowed infi

dels, or scandalously immoral in their lives.' In Britain

many of the court have been, and now are deists, who

comply with rites of religion which they do not believe,

and which they ridicule. Perhaps the writings of 'Ches

terfield alone, have done more injury to the morals of

mankind, than the writings of Voltaire, and all the French

philosophers.

These words of an author, lately banished to Botany

Bay, are not more severe than true : " The religion of

" some men, like the Sodom apple, is fair without, but

" rotten at the core. 1 he strictest attention to the cere-

" monies of religion is perfectly compatible with the

grossest violation of the duties of morality ; and examples

" are not wanting among kings themselves, who chant

" their morning orisons to the groans of their people, and

** who, with pious profanation, uplift those hands to the

V throne of mercy, which are still reeking with the blood

" of their subjects. In one fense indeed, the war may be

" truly called a. war of religion ; for it resembles the Cru-

" fades in the madness of the principle, and in the cruelty

** of the persecution." I know nothing of the character

of this man [GERRALDjbut from his being sent to Botany

Bay I suspect him to be of extraordinary virtue.
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At the same time, my brethren, as we

would not justify any political excesses in

France, so still less the daring impiety. The

vain imaginations of infidels are to be la

mented and pitied. The frenzy cannot last

long. Soon as the design for which a wise

God hath permitted it, is answered, religion

will return in primitive purity and power.

The old foundation is demolishing, that a

better may be laid. When the wood, hay, and

Jlubble which composed the monstrous struc

ture is • burnt up, there will appear in ge

nuine Christianity what all the furnaces of

hell cannot consume,nor all its smoke tarnish.

But, what does this prevalence of infide

lity denote? Is it any sign to professing

Christians ? Is it not a sign that the Chris

tian religion is loaded with corruptions and

abuses; that these have prejudiced men

against it, and that therefore a reformation

is necessary ? Let me mention briefly a few

things which have greatly promoted infide

lity, and by the correction of which infide

lity will be weakened and fall. They may

be discussed more fully hereafter.
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x. The want of union among the fol

lowers of Christ. There are so many im-

\ proper divisions and distinctions as greatly

to injure the common cause. Instead of

these being healed, they have been en

couraged; instead of mutual forbearance

and charity, there have been mutual .strife

and censoriousness.

It has been alledged, that the different de

nominations are ofreal advantage, by watch

ing over and exciting one another. God

hath no doubt, over-ruled divisions for

( good, but this cannot justify them. We

may not do evil that good may come. Union

is inculcated frequently and in the strongest

terms, by Christ and his Apostles. We are

under solemn obligation to seek it ; and

until we do so, we do not recommend our

profession, and remove a great stumbling-

block out of the way os infidels.

2. The additions which have been made

to the pure doctrine and worship of Christ,

and the insisting upon a compliance with
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them under pain of excommunication. This

has been peculiarly the cafe in popish coun

tries, where Christianity has become a more

intolerable yoke than the ceremonies of the

Jewish law. All churches, indeed, have

erred too much in this respect, and it is a

natural consequence oftheir divisions. They

must have something to distinguish them,

and if they cannot find it in the word of

God, they will invent it. When they unite,

these things will cease ; for they never can

unite oh, the doctrines of men which are

various and discordant ; they must unite by

recurring to the lively oracles of God.

3. Another abuse of Christianity, and

a principal source of deism, is ecclesiastical

establishments ; unholy alliances between

the church and the state. These have oc

casioned infidels to fay, that religion was

devised by priests and princes to awe the

multitude, and increase their own power.

It is Certain, that wherever particular modes

of worship are established by civil authority,

C
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they are little better than engines of state,

and tend to bring religion into contempt.

They make hypocrites, and expose the or

dinances of the gospel to the most horrid

prostitution. When religion is the road to

worldly honours and emoluments, many

will be found to assume the profession, and

comply with the prescribed rites, who are

unprincipled in heart, and profligate in life.

At the reformation, though the authori

ty of the Pope was rejected, yet establish

ments were continued ; - and thus a reforma

tion was made only in part. In some in

stances, it was only transferring the power

to another, or giving the church a new visi

ble head.* The church needs nothing from

* " The papal power was at least virtually assumed by

" the protestant princes. The deadly wound, which the

" beast had received in Peter's chair, was healed up in all

"the protestant thrones."—"Finding their own crowns

" consolidated with the mitre, and placed on the head of

" the Roman pontiff, they pulled both from his brow at

" once, and, without giving themselves the trouble to fe
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the state but protection, and gives, in re

turn, good subjects, not for wrath, but for

conscience sake.

In this country there are still a few advo

cates for establishments of some kind; but

the most rejoice, that there are none, and

that the experiment is now making, whether

they have not been unnecessary and dan

gerous. We believe that religion will flourish

more than ever, and that the old . establish

ments in Europe are a great impediment to

its progress, and a part of the anti-christian

system.*

" ver the unsightly mass, they proceeded to plant it upon

** thefr own heads." Graham's Review of Ecclesiastical

Establishments.

* This sentiment will be more sully enforced in a fol

lowing discourse. It is the fame which is expressed in

these words of the preface to the constitution of the Re

formed Dutch Church—" Whether the church of Christ

" will not be more effectually patronized in a civil go-

" yernment, where full freedom of conscience and wor-

** ship is equally protected and insured to all men, and

" where truth is left to vindicate her own sovereign au-
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If the things which have been mentioned

are the means ofpromoting and strengthen

ing infidelity ; if they give a false view of

Christianity, and furnish with arguments

against it, then it is the duty of Christians

to rectify these abuses ; and the present flood

of infidelity is a sign, that they should no

longer delay the good work. Reformation

is necessary in the church, as well as in the

civil governments of the world.

There is reason to believe, from pro

phecy, that when France shall have reco

vered her Liberty, and peace has returned,

that pure and undefiled religion shall pre

vail ; that when the winter is past, and the

rain is over and gone, theflowersJhall appear

on the earth, the time of the Jinging of birds

" thority and influence, than where men in power pro-

" mote their favorite denominations by temporal emolu-

" ments and partial discriminations, will now, in Arheri-

" ca, have a fair trial ; and all who know and love the

" truth, will rejoice in the prospect which such a happy

" situation affords for the triumph of the gospel, aad the

u reign of peace and love."



the TIMES. 25

coins, and the voice of the turtle be heard in

the land. To this purpose have these words

been interpreted ; And the fame'hour was

there a great earthquake, and the tenth part

of the city fell, and in the earthquake were

slain of menseven thousand : and the remnant

were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of

heaven. By the earthquake is understood a

great commotion or revolution in nations ; V,

by the tenth part of the city, is understood

France, which was the tenth kingdom which

gave its power to the beast at Rome ; by its

falling, is understood its withdrawing 'this

power, or ceasing to form a part of the city,

men signify names of men, or men of name ,*

and byseven thousand being fain, is under"

stood the abolition of names or titles, or the f*

destruction of those who bear them. This

interpretation, made long since by several

learned and pious men,* is now remarka-

* See Goodwin, Moore, Jurieu, Willison, Gill, and

others. Whoever reads the exposition of this part of pro

phecy by Goodwin, written 1639, and that by Jurieu,

written 1687, will be surprized to find, notwithstanding
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bly verifying ; and why may we not hope,

that the latter part of the verse refers to the

revival of religion ? The remnant -were af

frighted, and gave glory to theGod of heaven.

The conjecture is plausible, that the two

witnesses, who are to be tilled, and their

i^dead bodies to lit in ihejlrtet of the great city,

is now fulfilled, by the contempt of all re

gion in France. It is to happen the fame

their mistakes in some small circumstances, and the peri

ods which they have fixed, h6w exactly it is fulfilling at

this day. These words of Jurieu, in giving the charac

ters of Christ's reign, are very remarkable, when we con

sider what has taken place in "France, and seem to des

cribe the true Liberty and-Jiquality—" All those vain ti-

** ties, which now serve for ornament and pride, shall then

" be vanquished. Brotherly love shall make all men equal;

" not that all distinction and all dignities among men shall

" cease. This lingdom is no anarchy : there shall be

" some to govern, and some to obey. But government

" shall then be without pride and insolence, without ty-

" ranny, and without violence. Subjects shall obey their

" rulers with an humble spirit ; and governors shall rule

*' their subjects with a spirit of meekness and gentleness."
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hour with the great earthquake. Though by

the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless

pit, and which is to overcome and kill the

witnesses, has been generally understood the

tyrannical power of Rome, yet this power

is so much weakened, that it is not easy to

see how it should perform such a work. This

beast may well signify the spirit of infidelity

that ascendeth out os the bottomless pit. The

church of Rome may still be said to kill the

witnesses ; for this infidelity is her natural

offspring. The witnesses are to revive after

three days and an half, that is, after three

years and an half, or a short space of time.*

* It is an opinion which has very generally obtained,

that the slaying of the witnesses, from the manner in which

it is mentioned, and because it is said to come to pass

'iuhen they stall have finisted their testimony, is something

distinct from their prophesying in sackcloth, and signifies

a more dreadful persecution of the church than has yet

been fulfilled. The late President Edwards, in a treatise

entitled, " An humble attempt to promote explicit agree

ment and visible union of God's people in extraordinary

prayer for the revival of religion, &c." endeavors to show,

with his usual strength, that jh^ witnesses were slain pre
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But these, with some other parts of pro

phecy, may, on some future occasion, be

more fully considered. At present, let me

conclude with a few reflections.

l. Let us not be discouraged at the de

lay of the accomplishment of the promises

of God, or any unfavorable circumstances

which appear. One day is with the Lori as

vious to the reformation. It is also said, that the words

may be rendered, While thev Jhall perform their tejii-

mony. The arguments may be seen at large in that valu

able treatise.

But if any still think, that the prophecy was not then

fulfilled, it is applicable to nothing, which at present ap

pears, so much as to the great and public disrespect shown

to the Christian religion in France. The Rev.Mr.David

Austin, in his " Downfall of mystical Babylon," gives

this likewise as his opinion ^ with this addition, that the

two witnesses may signify, " The spirit and the word,

with their usual and outward methods of administration ;"

and that the present decline of religion in the world is the

dark period which has been expected, and the time when

the witnesses are slain. At any rate, it is not at all pro

bable, that popery shall ever recover strength enough to

do what it once did. 1
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a tlwusandyears, and a thousandyears as one

day. All will come to pass in the belt way

and time. Out of what we think darkness

and confusion, light and order will arise.

Again, Let us, instead of curiously in

quiring what are the purposes of God, or

seeking to be wise above what is written,

diligently attend to what Providence points

out to be our duty. Are we not called, at

this day, to courage and zeal in professing

and defending the truths of the gospel ? In

proportion as impiety grows bold, ought

not the followers of Christ to appear openly

in his cause ? Ought they not cheerfully to

correcl abuses, and especially to show, by

the simplicity and holiness of their lives, that

the kingdom of God is not meat and drink ;

but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the

Holy Ghost ? We know the utmost strength

of the opposers of revelation, and we may

confidently challenge them to the field.

Their reign is short. We ask no aid from

temporal power, superstitious fears, and the
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prejudices of education ; but venture all on

the dictates of the best reason, and the re

sult of the most deliberate discussion.

Again, Are we not called at this day to

earnest prayer and supplication to God ? Is

he not the hearer of prayer, the refuge to

f which his people in all times resort ? Let

us, then, plead with him, that every obsta

cle in the way of the general reception of

the gospel may be removed ; that he would

destroy popish superstition, and pagan idola

try ; and that the earth jnay be full of the

knowledge of th& Lord, as the waters cover the
 

Lastly, Are we not called to acquiesce

and rejoice in the divine government ? Is

it not wife and just ? Miserable is the con

dition of the infidel, but that of the believer

is full of consolation. With respect to his

private concerns, he knows that all things

Jhall work togetherfor his good ; and with res

pect to the affairs of nations, he knows that

the most High doeth according to his will in the
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army of heaven, and among the inhabitants

ofthe earth ; and none can fay his hand, or

fay unto him, What doe/t thou ? With what

fervor and assurance may he offer up to his

Father in heaven these petitions which our

Lord hath taught us ! Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

 



DISCOURSE II.

KINGDOM of CHRIST.

JOHN xviii. 36.

My Kingdom is not of this World.

T\lIS is part of that good confejjion which

our Lord witnessed, before Pontius Pilate.

Having been falsely accused and condemn

ed for blasphemy, by Caiaphas, the high-

priest of the Jews, he was brought to Pilate,

at that time governor of Judea, and accused

before him of designs injurious to the Ro

man government. His accusers determined

on putting him to death, and not having the

power in their own hands, had recourse to

the sword of the civil magistrate. They re
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presented him as one ^ho was disaffected to

the present authority, and who set up pre

tensions of his own.

Our Lord, when questioned, acknow

ledged that he was a king, but declared, that

his kingdom was of such a nature as would

not interfere with the rights of Cæsar, or

give him any just occasion of alarm. My

kingdom is not of this world. I am not a king

in the sense which the Jews alledge. I am

not such a king as they expect the Messiah

to be. Were this the cafe, my claim would

be asserted by force ; myservants wouldfight

against those who have now apprehended

me, and seek my life. My dominion is

wholly separate and different from that ex

ercised by the kings of this world.

Happy, my brethren, had it been for

mankind, had they attended to this declara

tion. Christianity would not then have been

fo vilely adulterated, it would not have as

sumed so distorted an appearance, and it

would not have been made the occasion of

<
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so much confusion and blood-shed. Happy-

will it be for mankinds if, after long experi

ence, they correct their mistake as to the

church of Christ, and no longer attempt to

incorporate it with the state. The uniting

civil and ecclesiastic power in one person,

or the blending the Christian system with ci

vil government, formed the beast, at Rome ;

and, in proportion as the effects of this de-

cline in the world, we may hope for the

existence of true liberty and undefiled reli

gion. From what we witness in our day,

the time cannot be far distant, when rulers

will either learn their folly, and cheerfully

consent to a reformation, 05 when they shall

be compelled to relinquish their ungodly

usurpation over the consciences of men.

National establishments ofreligion were

said, in a late discourse, to be a principal

source of the infidelity which is abroad, and

the abolition of them was represented as an

object very desirable. Though in this coun

try we have no establishments to lament,

yet we cannot be uninterested in the welfare
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of the human race ; and the consideration

i i

of this subject will afford us reason, as to

ourselves, for gratitude and praise.

Shall it be said, that, in ascribing infi

delity in Europe to a certain cause, a vindi

cation of it is attempted ? Be assured, that

infidels will ever sneer until professing Chris

tians act as they ought. They will never

be persuaded, that the Christian religion is

from heaven, while mixed with the civil

constitutions of this world. Shall it be said,

that the doctrine tends to kindle the flames

of war ? So far from this, that it removes

what has been the great causes of war in

every age, and leads to universal peace.

There can be no reformation without re

volutions, and revolutions are frequently,

through the corrupt passions of men, manag

ed with great fierceness and heat. Do any

mean, that we ought, without resistance, to

submit to either civil or ecclesiastic tyranny ?

To this the preacher cannot subscribe while

he has a breath to draw, or while the blood

stows in his veins. His creed he imposes on
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no man, let no man impose his creed on.

him. Entitled to protection from every

government to which he demeans himself

as a good citizen, he is accountable for his

religious faith and practice to Jesus Christ

alone, who is the King of kings, and Lord of

lords. Let us inquire in what respects his

kingdom is not of this world.

It is not of this world in respect to its na

ture ; in respect to itsfubjeds ; in respect to

its laws ; in respect to the means of its pro

motion ; and in respect to its design, extent,

and duration.

First, It is not of this world in respect

to its nature. It is wholly spiritual. Jesus

is, indeed, a king, but his dominion is over

the hearts of men, and he claims none of

the external power, splendor, and emolu

ments of an earthly monarch.

The Jews, misinterpreting ancient pro

phecies, expected that the Messiah would

come in great temporal glory, deliver the
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' nation from bondage, and exalt it to a state

of prosperity above all others. How general

this opinion was^ appears from the request

of the mother ofZebedee's children to Christ

for her two sons ; Grant that these my two

sons may Jit, the one on thy right hand, and

the other on thy left, in thy kingdom. We

findj that his disciples asked him, even after

his resurrection, Lord, wilt thou at this time

restore the kingdom to Israel ? Not until after

his ascension^ and the mission of the Holy

Ghost, Were they fully instructed in the na

ture of that'kingdom which he had erected.

The greater part of the nation were offend

ed at the meanness of his appearance. To'

them he had nosorm.nor Comeliness; no beauty

that theysiould desire him ; and Christ crucu

fed, is, at this day, the great stumbling*

block.

Not only have the Jews been mistaken,

but those who acknowledged Christ, and

received his doctrine, have not duly consi*

E
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dered the spirituality of his kingdom. Why

else have they strove to model it like an

earthly kingdom ? Why have the church

and the state been incorporated ? Why has

there been the fame head to both, and obe

dience enforced by the fame laws and sanc

tions ? Why has it been attempted to unite

things which cannot be united without des

troying their very nature ? It was not consi

dered, that the Christian church differs from

any political association whatever. It is a

society, and, in this general idea, agrees

with civil institutions, but it is a society, pe

culiar and distinct. Whenever it is made

conformable to a system of civil policy, it

is no longer the true church of Christ. You

may call it a national church, if you will,

but it has lost the distinguishing character

istic of the church of Christ, that is not of

this world.*

* " The church is a society, wholly distinct in itsprin-

" ciples, laws, and end, from any whicli men have ever

" instituted for civil purposes." Preface to the Conslitu-

tution of the Reformed Dutch Church.
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Secondly, The kingdom of Christ is

not of this world in respect to its subjects.

All who compose a nation, are the subjects

of its government, but the church does not

embrace all these. Her subjects are only

those who make a credible profession of

faith in the doctrines, and obedience to the

precepts of Christ. The real subjects, in

deed, are onLy those who are united to Christ,

and have been purchased by his blood. In

the sight of the church, however, all are to

be accounted such, whose profession and

practice are agreeable to the gospel. Hence

comes the distinction of the church visible

and invisible. As it is the prerogative of

God to search the heart, we must be guided

by that which is visible ; and, therefore, we

include in the kingdom of Christ all his pro

fessed followers. These, in the judgment

of the church, are not of the world, even as

Christ is not of the world ; they are chosen,

called to befaints*

Here, then, is an evident distinction be

tween the church and the state, which an
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incorporation of them takes away. In a na

tional church, all who comply with certain

rites prescribed by the civil government, are

reputed members of the church, and may

hold offices in the state ; but if they do not

comply, they are cast out of the church,

and deemed unworthy of trust, though they

mould be of exemplary life, and give every

evidence of being loyal subjects.* : : :

It is true, that many who are members

of an established church, are also members

of Christ's kingdom, but this is no fair ar-

* Mr. Booth, in his "Essay on the kingdom of Christ,"

fays, " she church of England, for instance, includes

" all English subjects of the British crown, whether they

" be moral or profligate, pious or profane : such only ex-

" cepted, as have not been baptized,' or as He under a fen-

" terace of excommunication. Nay, so tenacious is the

" English church of this idea, as |to consider members

"within its pale, whonever considered themselves in that

" light. For, in certain cafes, well known to the doc-

" tors in canon law, protestant dissenters, and even popish

** recusants, are cast out of its communion—cast out, with

w dreadful penalties annexed, though they never acknow-

" ledged themselves to be in
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gument in favor of the mixture. It is con

founding two things which are totally dif

ferent; it is bringing into' one inclosure the

men of the world, and those chosen out of

the world. Who mail tell whether they

obey Christ, or conform to an act of legisla

ture ? Whether they are moved by love to

the Saviour, or by a thirst after worldly

honor and profit ? How mall the ministers

of Christ keep his ordinances from being

profaned ? What are those to do who can

not conform without violating their con

sciences ? Are they to be reckoned dogs, not

meet to take the children's bread, and to be

deprived even of the rights of citizenship ?

There is no end to the absurdities and mis

chiefs of this plan. What arrogance in

mortals to fay, that this is the true church,

that these are the true members, to the ex*

elusion of all others !

Nor is this the worst. Different creeds

and different usages have been established

at different times, and all sanctioned by hu

man laws. He who was reckoned a Christi
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an at one time, would not be reckoned a

Christian at another.* There is what is

still worse. Under the very same constitu

tion of civil government.two different modes

of admission to the ministry, and of worship,

are established ; the Episcopalian and Pres

byterian ; both of which are lawful, accord

ing to the statutes of the realm ; and yet the

ministers of the south will not receive those

of the north ; nor can the ministers of the

north receive those of the south. Thus the

civil government, determining truth and

falsehood by a geographical line, has, in one

part of the island, declared, that episcopacy

is the only scriptural and apostolical form of

the church, and that all others are spurious ;

* An instance of this occurred immediately after incor

porations began. " During the first years of Constantine's

" reign, it was his sovereign will and pleasure, that the

" whole Catholic church should believe, that Jesus Christ

" is God supreme. In the letter part of his reign, it is

" the sovereign will of the imperial court, that the Ca-

* tholic church should anathematize h«r former faith, and

" curse her former creeds. Councils were successive!/

« called to gratify the whim of the day.'' Graham.
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and in another part of the same island, that

preibyterianism is the only scriptural and

apostolical form, and that all others are spu

rious. Hence what is a virtue in England,

is a crime in Scotland, and what is a virtue

in Scotland, is a crime in England ; for the

infallibility of government has solemnly

pronounced episcopacy and preibyterianism

to be both true, and bothfalse. What a strik

ing evidence, that religion is fashioned by

earthly powers merely to suit their own poli

cy, and that their conduct is unjust and ty

rannical !*

* "In England, the national church is built on the

" foundation of the lords and commons, assembled in par-

" liament ; his majesty the supreme head, being the chief

" corner-stone. Why is episcopacy the order of the

" church of England ? Is it not because it is thought to

" be most conducive to the political designs of govern-

" ment, in England ? If any demur, we ask, why the

" fame British parliament declares it to be their sovereign

" will and pleasure, that the national church on the north

" side of the Tweed should be of the presbyterian form ?

" Why cannot those who are ordained by the prestytery

" be reputed ministers of the chartered ' church in South

" Britain ; and why cannot those who are ordained by
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It may be said, that establishments are

still proper, provided that toleration is given

to all descriptions for the free exercise of

their religion. Toleration! For what?

For the exercise of a right which men never

surrendered, and which it is impossible- to

take from them. Dismal must have been

the reign of ignorance and fuperstition,when

it was found necessary to introduce this

word. To tolerate, implies a power to for

bid. Let the word be forever blotted from

the vocabulary of Christians. I proceed tov

fay, '-:

Thirdly, That the kingdom of Christ

is not of this world in respect to its laws*

The laws of men can regulate only the out

ward conduct, but those of Christ reach to

the thoughts and intents of the heart. The

laws of men affect only the body or' estate,

" the bishop be esteemed ministers in the religious depart-

" ment of North Britain ? Must not their office-powers

" in their respective churcjies depend wholly on the po-

" litical constitution of the countries in which they osti-

" ciatc V Graham,
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but those of Christ affect the mind. Besides

that civil, government is founded on the

moral law of God, which is written on the

hearts of men, and that the Christian reli

gion reveals new truths and enjoins a num

ber of positive institutions, there is certain

ly the greatest folly and impiety in forcing

by penalties, any system of religious faith

and practice. The understanding cannot

be compelled to believe, nor the conscience

to approve whatever is proposed to it. They

must.have evidence, the one to yield its

assent, and the other its approbation.

The laws of Christ are no farther com

pulsory than that they recommend them

selves to the conscience of every man in the

fight of God. They deter by no bodily

pains, and they allure by no worldly great

ness. Admonition, suspension from mem

bership, and excommunication are the

means appointed for reclaiming the fro-

ward. Penal statutes may make conformists *•*

and hypocrites, but cannot make true Chris-

F
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tians, who are a "willing people in a day of

divine power. This leads me to fay,

In the fourth place, That the kingdom of

Christ is not of this world,' in respect to the

means of its promotion. The propagation,

success, and universal reception of the gof-

/pel, do not depend upon any of those me

thods by which earthly monarchs secure and

extend their dominions.

By far differentways was the Christian and

the Mahometan religion propagated. Ma

homet spread his by victorious armies, and

by the fame tyranny are its votaries kept in

subjection. The Christian religion prevailed

by its own excellence and the mighty power

of God, though all the kingdoms of the

world were combined against it. Who

were the first preachers of the gospel ? They

were poor, most of them illiterate, chosen

from the lower occupations in life, and un

acquainted with the policy of this world.

Instead of receiving temporal dignities, they

were persecuted by the powers which then
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were ; instead of enjoying large benefices,

they were often in hunger and cold ; instead

of rolling in splendor and indolence, they

travelled from place to place, publishing

the glad tidings of salvation. We preach

Christ crucified, fays Paul, that primitive

bishop, unto the Jezvs a Jlumbling-block, and

unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto than

which are called, both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of

God. And again, The weapons of our war

fare are not carnal, but mighty through God,

to the pulling down of strongholds.; casting

down imaginations, and every high thing that

exalteth itself, against the knowledge of God,

and bringing into captivity every thought to

the obedience of Christ. For the first three

hundred years did Christianity flourish with

out the support of civil governments ; yea,

when it was opposed and persecuted by

them. Not until Constantine succeeded to

the Roman Empire, and embraced the

Christian faith, did earthly powers appear

in its favour.
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When Christians in their turn had obtain

ed the sway, it was natural to employ it in

a manner which they judged to be for their

own advantage. So far as this was done to

defend themselves against the encroach

ments of their enemies, it was proper; but

to enforce opinions and modes of worship

by the sword, was subjecting others to the

fame oppression and cruelty of which they

had so loudly complained in others toward

them. They did not consider that nothing

more was necessary than protection in the

enjoyment of their rights, and that to arm

the Christian religion with the sword, was to

degrade and put it on a level with all the

false religions on the earth. The Pagan and

Mahometan systems needed this, but as to

the kingdom of Christ, it was useless, and in

the issue proved highly destructive. The

pious emperor was, no doubt, fully per

suaded, that he was a nursing father to the

church, when he enriched and dignified its

ministers, undertook to enjoin faith in its

doctrines, and conformity to its institutions,

and to (lestroy all its oppofers ; but, alas,
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from his well-meant zeal, sprung' afterward

the most grievous corruptions. The dark

night of popery gradually came on ; and

though at the Reformation, the day-star vi

sited us, yet we have not since seen the clear

shining of the fun.

In the reign of Constantine and of the

' succeeding Christian emperors, was matured

that mode of government in the church by

different orders, after the model of the

Roman empire, until one assumed the title

of Universal Bishop. Then numerous cere

monies and holydays, and show)- garments

were introduced into the church, with

mitres and crosiers ; then priests began to

be spiritual lords and courtiers, and to share

in the offices of the state; then, in short,

the beautiful simplicity of the church, that

noble republic was lost, and degenerated into

a spiritual tyranny. *

*" It was in the fourth century" that Christians first:

" entertained the idea of allying the profession of Chris-

" tianity with the constitution of the Roman empire.
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The alliance between the church and the

state, appears to me, my brethren, to be the

very foul of antichrist, and though theseat

is at Rome, yet the influence has been ex

tended to all Christendom. At the Refor

mation the bcajl was wounded but not killed.

f 1 From that moment the church's greatest woes take date.

" Those furies which had actuated the dragon, during the

" heathen persecutions, took full possession of Christians.

" Athanasians and Arians by turns boast of the alliance."—

" The fourth century is famous for the birth of antichrist,

" and incorporations ; but the model of both existed before

" that celebrated æra."—" ThisCathclic church became as

" unwieldy as the empire with which she was incorporat-

" ed. It therefore became necessary to divide and subdi-

" vide her"into parts analagous and adjusted to the astifi-

" cial divisions of the empire. These partitions accord-

" ing to the extent of the territory, and the quality of the

" cities in them, were to be governed by patriarchs, me-

" tropolitans, bishops, with other orders of subsidiary

" clergy.—And now Christianity must change her attire,

" that with dignity (he may fill the throne of her discard-

" ed rival. Superstition opens all her tinsel treasures. Ig-

" norance erects her ebon throne. The doctrines of

" Christianity are adulterated. Its institutions are so-

" phislicated. Offices, hitherto unknown in the church

" art invented."—Graham.
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It still lives, and lives in the very places

where it was supposed to have been dead.

The description of the man ofJin, that he

opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is

called God, or that is worshipped ; so that he

as God,sitteth in the temple of God, slewing

himself that he is God, is applicable to every

one who usurps the throne of Christ, as well

as to his pretended vicar at Rome. *

As we believe then, that^ antichrist will in

due time fall, so national establishments of

• * Agreeable to this, are these words of Dr. Hopkins,

in his " Treatise on the Millennium:" " There is no

" reason to consider the antichristian spirit and practices

" to be confined to that which is now called the church

" of Rome. The Protestant churches have much of an-

" tichrist in them, and are fat from being wholly reform-

" ed from the corruptions and wickedness in doctrine and

" practice, which are found in that which is called Baby-

" Ion the great, the mother of harlots, and abominations

" of the earth. Her influece in promoting delusion and

*l wickedness, extends, in some degree, to all the inhabi-

" tants of the world, and more especially the Christian

" world. Some churches may be more pure, and may

" have proceeded farther in a reformation than others;

" but none are wholly clear of an antichristian spirit,

" and the fruits of it."
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religion, being a part, must cease, before

Jesus can take to him his great power and

reign. Be wise now, therefore, 0 ye kings;

be instructedyejudges ofthe earth. Serve the

Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

Kiss the son left he be angry, and ye perish

from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a

little. Consent to surrender, what you have

so long unjustly claimed, and what mankind

cannot give you. Protect all in their rights,

and recommend religion by your peaceable

and holy lives ; and then will the prediction

be fulfilled, that kingsshall be nursingfathers

and their queens nursing mothers to the

church.

Onc e m o re,ThekingdomofChrist is not

of this world in respect to its defgn, extent,

and duration.

THEdefign ofsecular kingdoms is to give

temporal security and happiness to men.

The design of Christ's kingdom is to illus

trate the perfections of the eternal God in

the salvation of sinners of our race ; to re
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cover them from their apostacy, and bring

them to complete holiness and happiness in

a future state.

- •

The kingdoms of this world are of limit

ed extent, but the kingdom of Christ is in

every place where his gospel is preached.

His people are gathered out of all nations,

and kindreds, and people, and tongues. All of

whatever place or nation, who acknowledge

Jesus, belong to his society. They are all

baptized into one body, whether they be Jews or

Gentiles, whether they be bond or free ; and

have been all made to, drink into one spirit.

There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcifon

nor uncircumcijion, Barbarian, Scythian,, bond

norfree ; but Chrifl is all, and in all.

Earthly kingdoms are ofstiort duration.

They rife and fall. Thefashion of this world

paffeth away. But the spiritual kingdom

continueth always the fame. To the dis

pensation of the law succeeded the brighter
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dispensation of grace ; and to this again will

succeed the infinitely glorious state in hea

ven, where the saints will reign with Christ

for ever and ever. Hear the prophetic ora

cles concerning the extent of his kingdom

on this earth ! He Jhall have dominionfrom

sa tosea, andsrom the river to the ends ofthe

earth. All kingsshallfall down before him :

all nationsshallserve him. There was given

him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that

all people, nations, and languagesshouldserve

him. " This holy empire shall issue in the ul

timate glory ; and though the present form

of its administration will cease when God

shall be all in all, yet the glorified subjects

of it shall never die, never be disunited, nor

ever withdraw their allegiance from Jesus

Christ."

Such being the design, extent, and dura

tion of Christ's kingdom, it is evidently dis

tinct from any earthly kingdom, and an in

corporation of them appears to be impos

sible. To interweave particular creeds and
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modes of worship with the national consti

tution is to make the church depend on the

limited and changeable governments of this

world. It is to divide and to diversify it, to

make it any thing, and nothing at all.

n

, After what has been said, the arguments

in favour of civil establishments of religion,

must appear not worthy of a serious con

sideration. Did not pride and interest

powerfully plead, their advocates would

be ashamed to mention them. Those who

would refer us to the Jewish polity for the

plan on which to form the Christian church,

have not properly considered the peculiar

nature and design of the government insti

tuted by God among the Jews. If it be al

ledged, that without establishments, the mi

nisters of religion will not obtain a sufficient

maintenance, I need only say, that to insure

this, there is no necessity of establishments,

which are exclusive and unequal. Where-

ever these are, we find some of the officers

of the church enjoying large revenues, while

the greater part, and perhaps the most de
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serving, are reduced to live on a scanty pit

tance. Were this system abolished, salaries

might be more equally apportioned, and

Without partiality to any particular denomi

nation of Christians. Some think that it is

the duty of the state to make this general

and indiscriminate provision for divine wor

ship ; but to me it appears most eligible to

leave this matter wholly to be managed by

the professors of religion.*

* Whoever desires farther information on this subject,

will find it fully handled, and all objections satisfactorily

answered by the Rev. Mr. William Graham, of New

castle, in his " Review of Ecclesiastical Establishments in

Europe," a late excellent production.

None, in this country, I believe, contend for any esta

blishment but that which is equal and general. Their ar

guments are founded chiefly on the support which civil

government receives from religion, on the necessity of se

curing to the ministers of the gospel such a maintenance

as will encourage men of talents, and give them indepen

dence and respectability, on the danger of the prevalence

of infidelity, if the civil power should desert religion, and

thus government itself be undermined. These arguments

are indeed plausible ; but they are all sufficiently answer-
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This subject, my brethren, is truly serious

and important. In this country, as has been

said, we have nothing to fear from an im

proper interference of civil government in

matters of religion. Happy Americans !

whose forefathers fled from the dragon into

the wilderness, and theserpent cafl out os his

mouth water as aflood after them, may God

preserve you to the latest ages, make your

country the dwelling of righteousness and

peace, an asylum to the persecuted of

all nations !*—But surely we have not di-

•

cd by saying, that the Christian religion abundantly pros

pered long before it had any connection with civil govern

ment ; yea, when all the powers on earth set themselves in

opposition to it. It made rapid progress long after mi- .

racks ceased, by its own excellence and the zeal of its

teachers.

* Every body will fee the force and beauty of the fol

lowing description : " In America, that country which

" God and man have concurred to render the blissful habi-

" tation of abundance and of peace, the poor are not

" broken down by taxes to support the expensive trappings

" of royalty, or to pamper the luxury of an insolent no
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vested ourselves of affection for all the rest

of the world. We believe in a Catholic

church, the communion of faints, and can

not but ardently wish the prosperity of the

whole body. The subject must engage our

peculiar attention at this day, when We fee

the dreadful effects flowing from the" abuses

of Christianity. Men will not take pains to

examine the purity and simplicity of this

religion as exhibited in the sacred oracles ;

they only consider it in that form which le

gislatures have given it ; and finding it. to be

burdened with follies, to be an engine of

" bility. No lordly peer tramples down the corn of the

" husbandman, no proud prelate wrings from him the

** tythe of his industry. They have neither chicanery in

" ermine, nor hypocrisy in lawn. The community is

" not there divided into an oppressed peasantry and an

" overgrown aristocracy, the one of whom lives by the

" plunder of the state, while the others are compelled to be

" the objects of it. Plenty is the lot of all, superfluity of

" none. An equal and undistinguishing law is the only

" sovereign acknowledged by a free and an united people,

" which as all contribute to make, so all are inclined to

" support. The peace of millions cannot there be broken

" by the bloody disposition of one man." Gerrald.
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pride and ambition, and to carry in its bo

som the dagger of persecution, they run into

open deism. May we not hope, that the

shadows are fleeing away before the glorious

Sun which is to enlighten all nations ! We

deplore the unhappy infidelity in France,

but cannot heip repeating, that it is the na

tural consequence os a detested system ; the

offspring of the great whore thatJitteth upon

many waters; with whom the kings of thi

earth have committed fornication. When her

judgment is come, infidelity will perish by

the celestial arms of the gospel. Another

Luther and another Calvin shall arise, to

carry the banner of the cross triumphant

round the globe.

Let me conclude, my brethren, with be

seeching you all, to become willing subjects

of Christ's kingdom. * This does not con

sist in attaching yourselves to a particular

denomination in his church, but in yield

ing him the homage of a pure heart. Re

ceive him by faith, as your prophet, priest,
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and king. Let your allegiance be sincere

and universal; and then shall he make

you more than conquerors over all your

enemies, and grant you to sit with him

upon his throne.



DISCOURSE III.

CORRUPTIONS of CHRISTIANITY.;

i 1 - J%fc i "

COLOSSIANS ii. 8.

Beware xest any man spoil you through phi

losophy AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TRA

DITION OF MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THS

WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST.

ThE Apostle, in this chapter, faithfully

warned the believing Coloflians against a

corruption of the doctrines of Christ, and a

departure from simplicity in his worship.

He referred particularly to the Pagan and

Jewish systems, by which the church was,

H
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at that time, greatly endangered. The con-'

Verts from each, were attached to their pecu

liar opinions and usages, and endeavoured

to incorporate them with the Christian sys

tem- . ..

Though the Apostle made all due al

lowance for the prejudices of education, and

insisted that a difference in sentiment and

practice, ought to be no cause of breaking

communion among professors, yet he con

stantly vindicated the purity of the gospel ;

declared that the Jewish rites and ceremo-

monies were abolished, and that those of the

Gentiles were improper and prejudicial.

Both these are comprehended under the

terms philosophy and vain deceit, the tradition

ofmen, and the rudiments of the world. He

points out particularly in the following ver

ses, some ofthese things ; such as prescribing

certain meats and drinks, observing holy-

days ; and generally, all the commandments

and doctrines ofmen; whatever comes under

the name of will-worship, or, as it is expressed
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In the text, was not after Christ ; that is, had

not the sanction of his authority.

It is to be lamented, that notwithstanding

the frequent injunctions of the apostle, many

in every age have discovered a disposition

to make innovations in the Christian reli

gion, and not only to observe these them

selves, but to enforce them upon others.

This has had a most pernicious effect, by

drawing men off from real piety to external

show or bodily service; and by representing

Christianity in an unfavourable light. To

this as well as to civil establishments of

religion, which I lately discussed, are we in

part to ascribe the alarming progress of in

fidelity in the world. If so, my brethren, it

is a subject which nearly concerns us. In

fidelity is a sign that something is wrong in

respect to the professors of Christianity.

They cannot successfully combat the giant,

until they lay aside their forged and heavy

armour, and meet him with the simple wea

pons of the gospel.
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I shall, first, give a briefview ofthe cor

ruptions of the Christian religion, and the

occasion of them. Secondly, I shall mow

what ought to be the only rule for the con

duct of Christians, and urge the necessity of

their complying with it.

I. As to the corruptions of the Christian

religion, they began very early. In the days

of the apostles, was the foundation laid of

Romish superstition and tyranny. The mys

tery oj iniquity, says Paul, doth already work.

In the first three centuries,which are reckon

ed the purest, many sects arose, propogating

their peculiar tenets, and numerous ceremo

nies were introduced into public worship.

Augustine, who lived in the fourth century,

complained, that " the yoke .under which

*' the Jews formerly groaned, was more to-

" lerable than that imposed upon Christians

*' in his time."

The occasion of these corruptions was,

first, the different descriptions of the proses
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sors ofChristianity. They were collected,, as

has been said, from among the Jews and

Heathen ; and could not be easily persuaded

to renounce those sentiments and practices

to which they had been long accustomed.

Among each of these existed likewise diffe

rent sects, which made a still greater mix

ture and confusion. The Jews were divid

ed in their opinions and modes of life ; and

the Pagan philosophers did not all embrace

the fame system. Probably, from that cele

brated sect among the Jews, called the

Essenes, who affected solitude, retired from

the duties of social life, were very austere in

their manners, did the church of Rome copy

the monastic life, and in process of time,

found an amazing number of nunneries,

convents, and monasteries. With these are,

naturally connected, celibacy, penance, and

a great many superstitious rites. With the

Jews were introduced the observance of cer

tain days ; and the opinion was soon main

tained, that the Christian priesthood was

come in the room of the Jewish, and entitled
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to the like honours and privileges. This opi

nion helped toward the form of their eccle

siastical government, and was a source of

wealth and power to the clergy.*

On the other hand, the Gentiles contri

buted their (hare of innovations. They had

their philosophical notions, their feast days,

and their ceremonies of worship, which they

sought to' reconcile with Christianity. By

mixing false philosophy with the pure doc

trines of the gospel, arose the famous sect of

the Gnostics, of which there were various

branches, each holding doctrines contrary

to reason and the scripture. Hence were

* Mosheim in his ecclesiastical history says, " That in

" consequence of this opinion, the bishops considered them-

" selves as invested with a rank and character similar to

" those of the high-pricft among the Jews, while the pref-

" byters represented the priefis, and the deacons, the

f Levitts. The errors to which it gave rife were many;

" and one of its immediate consequences was, the esta-

" blistiing a greater difference between the Christian

" pastors and their flock, than the genius of the gospel

" seems to admit."
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occasioned warm disputes concerning the

person of our Saviour and the Holy Trinity.

Not contented with what was revealed, but

intruding into things which they had notseen,

vainly puffed up by theirJlcJJdy minds, they

advanced the most strange and often the

most contradictory doctrines.

It is necessary, however, to remark here,

that the early corruption of Christianity, the

different sects and discordant sentiments of

its professors, are arguments of no force

against its divine authority. There were a

number who zealoufly asserted the truth ; and

even though they differed in many things,

yet they were generally united in the great

essentials of religion. No more is intended

than to {how the occasion of this difference ;

that customs introduced and tolerated in the

church, from the unavoidable circumstan

ces of mankind, were afterwards continued

and established when wholly improper, and

at last abused to the great injury of true re

ligion.
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Again, We are to ascribe corruptions in

the church to the pious intentions of men.

The desire which they had to gain over the

Jews, and to recommend the Christian reli

gion to the Heathen, made them bear with

their peculiarities, and submit to a worship

agreeable to their taste. Mankind are ex

ceedingly attracted by external appearances,

and the worship of Christ was so plain com

pared with that of the Jews and Heathen,

that Christians were induced to conform to

these. They saw not what would be the

consequence of this conduct ; nor reflected

that it is infinitely safer and easier to prevent

innovations than afterwards to reform them.

To a pious intention are we, no doubt, to

ascribe many things in the practice of Chris

tians, which have funk into the grossest su

perstition. Whence has proceeded the insti

tution of festivals, and of saints days, but

from a desire to perpetuate the memory of

certain great events, and from a veneration

for the apostles and martyrs ? Whence the

adoration of the elements in the holy sup
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per? No more, perhaps, was designed at

first, than to express their great reverence

for the ordinance, by kneeling when they

received it. Whence the use of crucifixes,

and the sign of the cross ? No doubt to keep

alive in the mind, the bloody death of our

Lord and Saviour. These, with other things

which might be mentioned, were soon abus

ed ; men annexed them as necessary appen

dages to their worship, and placed their

whole dependance upon them. 1 How dan

gerous to make the smallest addition to the

institutions of Christ ! We may think that

we are promoting his cause, while we are

doing it a real disservice.

Again, Many of the corruptions in the

church are to be ascribed to priests, who

were filled with an ambition to increase their

own wealth and influence among the people.

After the Christian religion received the

support of civil government, and its mi

nisters were raised to dignity and honour, it

rapidly declined from primitive purity. The

I
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Apostle, when speaking of the mystery of

iniquity as working in his day, fays, He who

now lettetk will let, until he be taken out ofthe

way ; and thenjliall that wicked be revealed.

It is commonly understood, that what hin

dered the growth of the wicked one, was

pagan Rome. When this came to be ruled

by a Christian emperor, was over-run and

destroyed by barbarous nations, and again

conquered and formed into a new empire,

Antichrist became vigorous, and grew up to

a monstrous stature. Former errors were

then confirmed, new ones were introduced,

and ecclesiastics were distinguished chiefly

by their pride and licentiousness. They

found ceremonies in worship, pageantry in

drfcss, and statelinefs in deportment, useful to

dazzle and keep in subjection an ignorant

multitude. Every thing was splendid and

showy. Their churches were superb and

decorated with images. The garments in

which the priests officiated, were variegated

and costly. The service was a. strange suc

cession and mixture of ceremonies. No

longer was to be discerned the minister

of the meek and lowly Jesus ; no Ion*
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-

ger the divine simplicity of his worship. To

increase the revenues of the church, doc

trines were invented, such as indulgencies

and purgatory, which brought into the cof

fers at Rome immense treasures. It may

not be improper here to enumerate some of

the articles which were at last adopted, and

are at this day professed by the church of

Rome.

)

' "

They maintain the supreme authority

and infallibility of the Pope ; the doctrine,

of purgatory or an intermediate state of

punishment in the otherworld, out ofwhich

souls are to be delivered by masses and

prayers; the invocation and worship of the

virgin Mary and departed saints ; the wor

ship of images ; they perform prayers and

the service of God in an unknown tongue, -

and lock up the scriptures from the people ;

they maintain the doctrine oftranfubstantia-

tion, withhold the cup from the laity, and

assert the repetition os Christ's propitiary

sacrifice ; they inculcate that the due admiV

nistration of the sacraments depends on the

intention ofthe minister who officiates j they
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superadd to the word of God several apc-

ehryphal books, not of divine original, and

likewise oral tradition ; they hold the doc

trines of auricular confessions, of a bank of

merit, and of indulgencies ; they have ficti

tious stories of miracles and saints ; pilgri

mages, penances, processions—But, enough !.

The blood runs cold at the mention ofthese

things, so opposite to scripture, and insult

ing to the human understanding. Never

could such a system have been embraced,

*had not men been given up to strong delu-

Jions, that theyJhould believe a lie. Thou hast

permitted it, most high God, and thou art

just and righteous in all thy ways ! In thine

own good time, thou shalt consume that

wicked one with thespirit os thy mouth, and

shalt destroy him with the brightness of thy com

ing !

Need we now wonder, my brethren, that

infidelity should prevail in popish countries?

If they exercise their reason at all, must they

not see that absurdities and contradictions

cannot come from above ? Was it not to be
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expected that the philosophers in France,

viewing the Christian religion to be the

spiritual tyranny which was there establish

ed, would, when opportunity offered, break

it to pieces and stamp it with their feet? We

can easily conceive that men may be well

instructed in the arts and sciences, possess

much worldly wisdom, and be extremely

ignorant as to religious principles. They

have never given religion a fair examina

tion. They have never seen her in her na

tive beauty, stripped of paint and false co

lours. They have seen a fury belch forth

imprecations, and carry war and bloodshed

round the world, but not a gentle maid clad

in simple attire, with attractive smiles, and

presenting to the nations the branch of

peace. We conclude then, that it is not so

much religion which they oppose, as what

h^as been substituted fork ; or rather, having

always seen this religion in connection with

ciyil power, prescribing articles of faith and

m^des of worship under severe penalties,

draining the purses, and lording it over the

consciences of men ; and not conceiving that



74 CORRUPTIONS

it admits of a reform, and can exist in an

other condition, they have totally and des

perately rejected it. While this is said, let

us remember, that the original rife of infi

delity is to be sought in the blindness of the

carnal mind, and the depravity of the car

nal heart; that t/ie naturalman receiveth not

the things of the spirit of God ; for they are

foolishness unto him ; neither can he know

them, because they arespiritually discerned*

However extensive and powerful the

effects of the Reformation were, yet a great

part of the world continues to be inflaved

* An anonymous writer, describing the condition of

religion in France, says, very justly, " Inquisitive . men

had searched for truth, and astonished at the monstrous

" absurdities of the national religion, their minds starting

from the extreme of superstition, vibrated to the extreme

" of scepticism. Because they found religion, clothed

" with a garb of fantastical human artifices, they rejected

" her as a creature of human invention, pronounced, her

" ceremonies a farce, and derided her votaries." Infidelity

is no new thing in Y ranee ; it has long prevailed ; but of

lote, has had a greater opportunity of showing itself. It

prevails in all countries where hierarchies are establislied.
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by the tyranny of Rome ; and even in that

part which came out from her, and protest

ed against her errors, much remains to be

corrected. The improper mixture of civil

and religious concerns which exist in Euro

pean countries, loudly call for amendment,

and in too many churches they are far from

the original simplicity of the Christian reli

gion.*—I proceed now,

* A chief reason why some churches at the Reformation

did not make greater advances towards purity, was the as

sistance which they received from civil government. Though

in those places where kings and princes were the princi

pal promoters of the design, a change was made in religion

with the least confusion and irregularity, yet the genius of

the court intermixed itself with, and in some instances

prevailed over that of the gospel. Both the government*

and worship of the church were too much adapted to the

model of the civil constitutions, and made subservient to

the views of princes. This was the cafe in Sweden, Den

mark, and England. In other places, where the civil

power was employed in crushing the Reformation, though

it was attended with blood and confusion, yet we find

more purity of government and simplicity of worship. The

Reformers were for making no accommodation with Anti

christ ; they were for retaining none of her superstition ;
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II. To show what ought to be the only

rule for the conduct of Christians, and to

urge the necessity of their complying with

it.

The only rule ought to be the holy scrip

ture. Whatever is clearly contained in this,

Or can be fairly inferred from it, is the uner

ring standard of faith and practice. To the

law and to the testimony : if they speak not

according to this word, it is because there is no

light in them. This was the fundamental

principle of the Waldenses in the twelfth

century, for which they suffered so much ;

it is that in which the reformed churches

are agreed, and according to which the Re

formation was conducted. Though a diffe

rence has arisen about the interpretation of

scripture, yet it is that to which they pro-

they resolved to believe nothing but what the scripture

taught. This was the case in Holland, Switzerland, France,

several parts of Germany, and in Scotland. Thus, what

seemed a disadvantageous, was a most happy circumstance.

The unnatural connection between the church and the 1

state must cease, before religion become entirely pure.
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fefs to appeal, and would they be satisfied

with this alone, the most happy consequen

ces would ensue. What is there besides, on

which we can depend ? Shall we have re

course to oral tradition ? We should remem

ber how severely our Lord reproved the

Pharisees for their traditions, which they

held to be of equal authority with the writ

ten law, and thus made, void the command

ments of God. We should remember that

from traditions have sprung the great cor

ruptions in the Romish church. In the early

ages of the world, when the life of man was

lengthened out, and the fame man saw many

successive generations, truth could be hand

ed down by tradition ; but when mankind

multiplied, and their age became an hand-

breadth, the wisdom of God saw meet to in

spire holy men to commit to writing the

things of our everlasting peace. Tradition

now, is not only unnecessary, but it is be

come unsafe and impure.

K
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Shall wehave recourse to the comments

of the fathers, and the practice ofthe primi

tive church? These are likewise unsafe. At

no time can we find a perfect model. It has

been already mown, that in the apostolic age,

errors crept in, and which the apostles re«

proved. Valuable as the works of the fa

thers are, we must follow them no farther

than they followed Christ ; valuable as they

are, we have to admire more the purity of

the lives of the fathers than the purity of

their doctrine and worship. Would we now

adopt some of the opinions of a Tertullian,

or an Origen ? Why not? Because we be

lieve them to be contrary to the word of

God ? This is the sure standard by which

we must try all things in religion. Of those

who make additions, God asks with awful

authority, Who hath required this at your

hands ?

If then the written word be acknowledged

to be the only rule, where is foimd the war

rant for many things held sacred by some
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Protestant churches ? To instance, at pre

sent, in the single article of holydays, is there

any command for the observance of them ?

May we not infer from the words of the

Apostle to the Galatians, that the observance

ofthem is will-worship. Ye observe, says he,

days and months, and times, and years. It is

a truth, that the year, to fay nothing of the

day in which Christ was born, cannot be

fixed with certainty, notwithstanding the

deep and laborious researches of the learn

ed. Is not this an evidence that it never

was designed to be kept as an anniver

sary?

It may be objected to our own church,

that she authorizes the observance of cer

tain days ; but whoever reads our constitu

tion lately published, may be convinced of

the calumny. In the article concerning

them, are these remarkable words; " With

" regard to feast days, upon which, besides

" the Lord's day, it has been customary to

" abstain from labour, and to assemble in the

" church, it is resolved, that we must be
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" contented with the Lord's day alone. The

" usual subjects however, of the birth of

" Christ, of his resurrection, and sending of .

" the holy spirit may be handled, and the

" people be admonished, that these feast days

" are abolished*" These words, taken from a

synod, held at Dordrecht, and incorporated

with our constitution, manifests the pru

dence and piety of our forefathers ; that it

was proper to meet prejudices and prevent

idleness by preaching on these days, while

the people were informed that they were

abolished; and that, when circumstances

would admit, ought to be wholly neglected.

The impropriety of observing days ofthis

fort, appears from our having no rule to

guide us. We know not where to stop. If

we observe one day, why not another ? Why

not Good Friday, or the day of our Lord's

crucifixion, as well as the day of his birth

and resurrection ? Thus we might go on

* See explanatory article, 67.
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multiplying them, until we made every day

in the year a holyday. Besides, the observ

ance of such days is attended with real evil.

It will be found in experience to lessen a re

gard for the Lord's day, and to promote su

perstition. Instead of preventing, it en

courages idleness. People are taken off from

their daily business, and the time which is

not spent in church, is spent in visiting, feast

ing, and other ways pernicious to the per

sons themselves, and to the society at large.

Were the church once to pay no attention

to them, the people would soon forget to

distinguish them as days of wandering and

dissipation.*

* It may be questioned whether the dress of many of

the Clergy, does not call for a reform ? Whether it is not

an imitation of the Jewisli and Pagan priests, and con

trary to the simplicity of the worstiip instituted by Christ?

If the ministry of the gospel be committed to men of like

passions with "other?, why not to men of like habit ? Why

should they use a particular dress, when in the performance

of their sacred office ? " It may perhaps be said," says Mr.

Booth, in his Essay on Christ's Kingdom, " Clerical ha-

" bits are indifferent and harmless thing}, except when



82 CORRUPTIONS

r
In this country, my brethren, where there

never can be any establishment of particular

forms, where every thing is open to free dis

cussion, and no authority will pass current

but sacred writ, corruptions will gradually

vanish, and truth be triumphant. Those

who would encourage divisions and distinc

tions, will find their trust, aspidersweb. The

various denominations will approach nearer

to one another, having no worldly induce

ments to separate, and finding no support

but from the pure oracles of God., We hail

Ohe auspicious day ! External pomp and

splendor are the stratagems of ambitious

" they are imposed. But if so, the idea of imposition be-

" ing excluded, the canonical dress of a Popish priest, the

" red hat of a cardinal, and the triple crown of a pontiff,

" may all be justified : for, in themselves, they are equally

" harmless as the gown, the surplice, or the band." Again,

he says, " When any minister thinks of magnifying his

" office, by pomposity in the pulpit, he betrays his igno-

" ranee relating to the nature of that kingdom in which

" he professes to be an officer." I will not dispute about

these things; they are not essential; but a minister

-would appear more humble, be more dignified, and use

ful without them.
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kings and priests, but not the prosperity of

the true church. This, the glorious Head

will secure, by qualifying persons eminent

for holiness and zeal, and accompanying

their labours with his blessing. The excellen

cy of the power will appear to be of God ard

not of men.

The revolutions abroad will, we hope,

prove fatal to every species of tyranny, and

diffuse true light into the darkest regions of

the earth. The means indeed are dreadful.

The news of blood and carnage shock the

feelings of our nature ; and yet the victims

which have been offered up on the altars of

tyranny are still more dreadful. In what

are called the Crusades, undertaken by Po

pish princes, to recover the land of Palestine

from the*Mahometans, it is computed that

above two millions of people were destroy

ed. At the taking ofJerusalem alone, above

seventy thousand Musselmen were mas

sacred, and all the Jews were collected in

to one place, and burnt together. In the

war against the Albigenfes, on account of
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their religious principles, it is computed that

no less than one million of them were flain

in France alone. At the massacre of Paris,

under Charles IX. on Bartholomew's day,

100,000 Protestants were butchered in

France, in the space of one week. In what

is called the rebellion in Ireland, under

Charles I. 150,000 Protestants were murder

ed. To tell all the deeds of tyranny, would

form a tale most frightful and horrid. It

has strewed the earth with the bodies, and

crimsoned the ocean with the blood of men.

Where are the massacres of this day to com

pare with thele which have been mention

ed ? And these are but a few specimens of

that wretched system which is upheld by

the tears, and the groans, and the blood of

millions of human beings. These were not

the works of a lawless mob, the fury of

which is sudden and short, but the result of

a deliberate and fixed plan, executed by

the powers which then were, spiritual

unckednejses in high places; and God is now
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visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the

children. *

It is incumbent upon us, my brethren,

when such are the signs of the times, to

earnestly contend for the faith which was

once delivered unto thefaints ; to conform

ourselves, and to pray that others may be

conformed to the pure doctrines of Christ ;

and that every objection to his holy religion

may be removed. Let us especially pray,

that God would pour out his spirit to the re

vival of his people, and the conversion of

L

* Who does not discern the hand of Providence in re

markably avenging the .massacre of Bartholomew's day,

and the revocation of the edict of Nantz ? In bringing

fearful destruction on those very places where once blood

thirsty persecutors drank the bloodof the saints ? " Lyons,"

fays one, " is recorded in early history, as the spot where

" a company of martyrs glorified God. Lyons is now

" devoted, and its name erased from the memory of man.

" Paris once streamed with the blood of the Hugonots :

" Paris hath since been dyed with the slaughter of that

" court and clergy, which instigated the unutterable

" deed."



CORRUPTIONS

sinners ; that the power of Christianity may

be felt by all men ; and destructive wars

cease unto the ends of the earth. O ! when

shall mankind learn their true interest !

When mall they live together as brethren

ofthe fame family,and embrace as expectants

of the fame salvation ! When mall that pro

mise be fulfilled, that the wolf/hall dwell with

the lamb, and the leopard Jhall lie down with

the kid; and the calf, and theyoung lion, and

the fading together, and a little childJhall lead

them ! Fulfil it, most merciful God, for thy

Son Jesus Christ's fake. Amen.

 



DISCOURSE IV.

ESSENTIALS of RELIGION.

%= ^sfe ,, ,

I. JOHN v. i. ,

Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the

Christ, is born of God.

It is evident from sacred history, that the

confession required of the first converts to

Christianity, was very brief and comprehen

sive. To profess their belief, that Jesus was

the only Redeemer ofthe world, was reckon

ed an evidence of their sincerity, and gave'

them a right to the privileges of the church.

Such a profession is declared by the Apostle
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John to be the great test of the Christian

character. Whosoever believeth that Jejus is

the Christ ; that is, whosoever acknowled

ges his unfeigned belief that Jesus is the

Meffiah, the person ordained and sent to

save sinners, is born of God ; that is, bears

his image, and is entitled to his favour.

This,phrafe is used in three other parts of

this epistle, and in all of them signifies no

less than a spiritual change, and that rela

tion which believers stand in to God. See

the 3d chapter and 9th verse ; Whosoever is

born of God doth not commitJin. The 4th

chap|$r and 7th verse; Every one that loveth

is bom of God. The 5th chapter and 4th

verse ; Whatsoever is born of God overcometh

the world. The Apostle mentions in thefe

places, the fruits which flow from a saving

change effected by God, and expressed by

being born of him ; and in the text, faith in

Jesus as the Christ, or appointed Saviour, is

asserted to be an evidence of the fame blessed

change. It will be shown, in the proper

place, what is implied in this faith.
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If we attend likewise to the declarations

of faith which are recorded, we will hnd that

they principally embraced this great truth,

that Jesus was commissioned by God for the

salvation ofmen. The words of Nathanael

were, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art

the King of Israel. I believe, said Martha, that

thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which

should come into the world. The confellion

of Peter, which Jesus commended, and

upon which he hath built his church was^

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Agreeable to this, are these words of the

Apostle Paul : If thouJkalt confess with thy

mouth the Lord Jesus, and stialt believe in

thine heart, that God hath raised him from the

dead, thou shalt be saved. Nothing more

than a confession of this kind, was required

of persons at their admission into the

church.*

* " In the earliest times of the church," fays Mosheim,

in his Ecclesiastical History, " all who professed firmly

" to believe that Jesus was the only Redeemer of the world,

" and who, in consequence os this profession, promised to

" live in a manner conformable to the purity of his holy

-
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On the remarkable day of Pentecost,

when three thousand souls were added, we

are informed, that they that gladly received

his word were baptized. What was his word :}

His sermon turned on this single point, to

prove that Jesus whom they had crucified,

was the Messiah foretold by the prophets,

and that God had railed him from the dead.

This was what he urged them, to believe,

and upon the profession of which they were

baptized. It.was on this point that Philip

instructed the Ethiopian. He preaclied unto

him Jesus ; and when the Ethiopian desired

to be baptized, Philipsaid, Is thou believejl

with all thine heart, thou mayeft. And he

answered andsaid, I believe that Jfsus Christ

is the Son of God. Upon this he was bap

tized. What was the answer of Paul and

Silas to the anxious question of the jailor,

Sirs, what must I do to besaved? They said,

" religion, were immediately received among the disciples

" of Christ. This was all the preparation for baptism

" then required ; and a more accurate instruction in the

" doctrines of Christianity was to be admiriistrcd to them

*» after their receiving that sacrcrneDt."
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believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

Jhalt be saved, and thy house. He believed,

and was baptized, he and all hisstraightway.

It appears, my brethren, from these facts,'

that in the earliest times of the church, the

confession of faith was short, and chiefly con

fined to an acknowledgment that Jesus was

a divine person who came from God, to

teach and to save sinners. This acknow

ledgment, was the strongest evidence of sin

cerity, when we consider the prejudices of

both Jews and Gentiles, and the dreadful

persecutions to which the followers of Christ

were exposed. Afterwards, when Chris

tianity became more general, and its pro

fessors enjoyed peace, when different sects

arose and errors crept in, the church found

k necessary to be more particular and ex

plicit in the confession of her members. For

a long time, however, the articles of faith

were few. What is called the Apostles creed

was once generally considered as a produc

tion of the Apostles. It is now thought,

upon better examination, to have been com
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posed later, and not all at once ; but to

have been gradually increased according to

the exigencies and circumstances of the

church. It is, perhaps, the best creed ex

tant in the world ; sufficiently long to com

prise the essential truths of religion ; and so

Ihort as not to introduce subjects of doubt*

ful disputation.

P Though the church has a right to de

clare the fense in which (he understands holy

scripture, and the most beneficial effects

have flowed from human compilations of

doctrines, confessions and creeds, yet it is

not to be denied that these have been car

ried to an extreme, and been the means of

corruption and abuse. The abuse has been

the great reason why it is become fashion

able to decry them ; and though the abuse

of a thing will never be an argument that it

is not good in itself, yet certainly, it is a

powerful reason for Christians to correct

whatever is amiss.
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'Public creeds or confessions, having been

To much abused, arc opposed by some from

'the purest motives. The arguments which

they advance are, indeed, very specious.

The 'two strongest are, that human compo

sures of this fort, derogate from the sufficien

cy and plainness of scripture ; and that to

require an unreserved assent to them is an

arbitrary invasion of private judgment.

These may be shortly answered by saying,

that confessions are not intended as a substi

tute for. scripture, but only as declarations

of the fense in which it is to be understood;

and that every society has an undoubted

Tight to demand of its members an explicit

declaration of their faith. Those who re

fuse to comply, cannot with reason complain

of any imposition, being at liberty to with

draw and connect themselves eliewhere. It

is certainly more reasonable that the will

of the society prevail, than the will of an in

dividual, or of a few who choose to dissent.*

M

* This matter is justly stated in the " Preface to the

« Constitution of the Reformed Dutch Church,"
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One great design of confessions in the

churches, is to give a fair account of the

doctrines which they maintain. This was

Wherever . such explanations constitute a bond

" of union wholly voluntary, and unattended with

" civil emoluments or penalties, they cannot be consider-

" ed as an infringement upon the equal liberties of others,

*' or as fixing boundaries and terms of communion ini-

mical to Christian charity. The unerring word of

" God remaining the only standard of the faith and wor-

" ship of his people, they can never incur the charge of

*' presumption, in openly declaring what to them appears

" to be the mind and will of their divine Lord and

" Master.
i

See farther Mr. Graham, in his " Review," &c.

" Articles of faith are not intended to give an account of

" what the spirit of God says. He hath done this him<--

" seisin the scriptures. But they are designed to ascertain

" what a society believes to be the meaning of what God

" hath already said, many ages ago. Some may probably

"exclaim—Is any church infallible? Is the creed of any

" fallible society to be reckoned a standard of truth ? We

" answer,—No ! The Bible, the Bible alone is the reli-

" gion of Protestants—of Christians ! Yet the public con-

" session of any church is the public standard to her own

/ " members, of that sense in winch she understands the

" scriptures."
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especially necessary in the first ages of Chris

tianity, and after the Reformation. It pre

vented the doctrines from being misrepre

sented and calumniated. Confessions tend

also to show how far all churches are agreed,

to strengthen one another, and to promote

a profitable correspondence between them.

They are, besides, subservient to the mainte

nance of purity, and are useful compen

diums or summaries of the Christian faith,

by the means^of which the young and the

ignorant are the more readily instructed. It

is not therefore the use, but the abuse of

creeds which needs correction.

The principal abuses of creeds appear to

be these ; the arming them with force by

incorporations ; and the extending them so

as to include articles unfcriptural, or non-

essential. In either of these cases they admit

of but a lame defence. In the first, they

are miserably perverted, become merely po

litical engines, and infringe the rights of

conscience. They are no longer true decla
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rations of the faith os the church.* Again,

by extending her articles too far, the church

excludes from her communion those whom

she ought to' receive. This last is an abuse,

which may exist where there are no incorpo

rations, has not been, sufficiently attended to,

but which requires our serious considera

tion.

The essential doctrines of religion are

comparatively few. The only difficulty is

* '« Some churches might be named, whose incorpor

" rated articles are strictly Calvinian : yet the man who

" would fay, that either the body of the laity, or even the

" majority of the public teachers are Calvinists, would

" expose himself to general laughter. Had the apologies

" and creeds of the ancient churches, or of the reformed

" churches at the æra of the Reformation, been as far

" from expressing their real religious principles, they

" would have been deservedly treated as nests of prevarica

tion and hypocrisy." " Should a Christian of Ge-

" neva read the doctrinal articles of the church of Eng-

". land, and compare them with the modern sermons of the

" bishops, and the greater part of ecclesiastics in that '

" church, would he not be tempted to form sentiments

" very disadvantageous to their honesty and uprightness V*Graham.
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to determine what they are ; and yet until

this be done, Christians cannot have per

fect communion together. The addition?

which have been unwarrantably made %Q 9

the doctrines and worship of Christ, and

which have been supported by civil esta

blishments, hinder Christians from coming

to an understanding on this head ; and unr

less these be removed,union and communion

in the church are hardly to be expected..

Unshackled as we are in this favored clime,

it becgmes us to return to first principles,

and seek direction of the fountain of ajl wis

dom.

By the essentials of religion are to be un

derstood, those things which are necessary

to be believed and practised in order to sali

vation ; those things without which a per

son cannot be saved.—Let me remark here,

that a person may believe a number of doc

trines, and comply with certain modes of

worship, while a,t the same time, he does not

hold them to be the essentials of salvation.

If he does, then he must exclude every one
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who does not believe and practise exactly

as he does. You and I, my brethren, have

received a certain system, we are verily con

vinced, that it is founded upon the unerring

word of God, we teach it to our children,

and are ready to give a reason of our faith

to all men ; but this is totally different from

maintaining our faith and practice in all

their parts, to be the only road to heaven.

No man of less pride and arrogance than

the Pope himself will pretend to this.*

There are only these three ways 'which

occur to me, by which we can judge what

are the essentials of religion :

* Every person who is acquainted with the Author,

knows that he professes to believe those doctrines called

Calvinistic. He was instructed in them when a child ;

lie studied them in riper years, under the most approved

masters ; he has maintained them in the pulpit, and from

the press. But he would reckon himself to be indeed des

titute of a Calvinistic spirit, and to have received the

grace of God in vain, did he set up his faith as the standard

of all others, and rashly condemn those who cannot be

lieve precisely as he does.-—Ye who are of a different per

suasion, let one whom ye deem of the striflejisefl, provoke

you to charity and liberality.
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%. The selecting those things in which the

generality of Christians are agreed. Though

they differ in doctrines and modes of wor

ship, yet they hold certain fundamentals,

and these are the essentials of religion. The

matters concerning which they differ, can*

not be essential, unless we will fay that the

one or the other cannot be saved. Even

bigotry itself is found to declare a charitable

hope for some of other persuasions ; but

where is this hope founded, if such do not

believe what is necessary to salvation ? Lu

ther and Calvin differed in doctrines of con

siderable importance, the controversy was

managed with heat ; but none of us can

doubt that Luther and Calvin have long

since embraced in heaven. None of us will

pronounce who of them has the highest feat

in glory.

Another way in which we maybe con

vinced that the essentials of religion are few,

and which will help us to determine what

they are, is by attending to the prejudices

and small degree of knowledge in those
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whom we have :reasdn to believe are truly-

pious. There may be sortie truths in which

they are not wefl instructed, and to which,

from their education a!nd circumstances 'in

life, they may conceive a dislike, while th&y

"are actuated by sincere love to God and.

faith in Christ. These words of the Apostle

to the Corinthians, plainly teach us, thStt

grace may consist with great imperfection,

in 'knowledge ; 1 Katie fed'yoii with milk, arid

hot with metit : for hitherto ye were not able

to bear it, neitheryet now areye able. In the

Apostolic age, persons were received into

the church, and deemed believers on a fum-

:mary confession of faith in Christ, and were

afterwards instructed in the whole counsel

of God. What was absolutely necessary

Hvas at first required, and other truths were

communicated to professors according to

their circumstances and strength. As

the doctrines concerning which many de

nominations dispute, cannot be essential,

so neither those dfwhich persons apparently

pious, are ignorant. We must take into the



of RELIGION. iov

account only such in which there is a gene

ral agreement, and which constitute the very-

essence of religion.

A Third and principal way by which

the church is to be guided as to articles of

faith, is a close observance of the precepts

and practice of Christ and his Apostles. No

other terms ofcommunion ought to be main

tained, than those which they clearly autho

rize. Their declarations ought to be held

sacred. The Apostle John assures us, irt

the words of the text, that whosoever believeth

that Jesus is the Christ is born ofGod ; and

if so, Christ the Head of the family acknow

ledges him, and the stewards of his house

j may not refuse the provision which he hath

made for his children.

Let us inquire a little into the import

of this general declaration. It is short, but

very comprehensive. Though it be given

rather as a mark ofthe real Christian, yet as

such an one must maintain the essentials of

N
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salvation, it will lead us ta theknowledge of

these. There is necessarily, contained in be

lieving that Jesus is the Christy a number of

truths which lie at the foundation of all true

religion.

First;, There is contained a belief of the

fenful state pfmankind, andtheir inability to

recover themselves. If they are not sinners,

or if they can by any means make repara

tion for their offences against God? there is

no need of a Saviour, ouch persons, there

fore, who think that they can, by following

the light of nature, obtain the favour of"

God, do consistently enough, reject all re

velation concerning Christ, as an imposition

on men. Why should they depend upon

another for what they can do for themselves?

How can it be reconciled with the wisdom

of God, to provide a way of redemption

which is wholly unnecessary? It is most evi-

dent that a conjefllon of guilt before God,

and which unavoidably exposes us to his

wrath, is essential to the Christian religion.

The whole have no need of a physician, but
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they that artsick. Christ is come to/ave that

which was losl> or he ii riot cdme at all.

SfecONDLYj Whosoever believes the sin

ful and helpless state of rnankind, must; in

connection^ believe; that salvation proceeds

merely from the good pleasure of God. He

is free and sovereign in the design, and in

the execution of the plan. He might, with

out any impeachment of his justice, have

lest all to perisli in theiT sins ; yea, his jus

tice would have been glorified in their con

demnation. According to his mercy\ hesaved

us. God so laved the world, that he gave Ms

only begotten Son. By grace ate ye saved.

Tiie gist os God is eternal life. This truth is

of the utmost importance, as it tends to

humble the sinner, enhance his obligations,

and give him adoring views of the depth of

the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge os

God.

Thirdly, There is contained in believ

ing that Jesus is the Christ, an acknowledg

ment, that he was appointed by God to be
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a Mediator, and that he hath fully accom

plished his work. If there be a Saviour, he

had a divine commission, and was adequate

to what he undertook. A firm persuasion

of this, is absolutely necessary ; for we will

not place Confidence in one of whose ap

pointment and ability we are doubtful.

Those called Deists reckon the gospel a cun

ningly devised fable, and the Jews, though

they believe in a revelation, yet refuse to

submit to Jesus of "Nazareth whom their fa

thers crucified. The former trust in their

own natural powers, and the latter, while

they expect aDeliverer, disown the true one.

Both are to be excluded from membership

in the church, because they deny what forms

the foundation of all.

It is proper to go a little farther here and

fay, that if Christ hath fully accomplished

salvation for sinners, he hath, in their place,

satisfied all the demands which the law of

God had against them. It puts charity to

the rack to believe that any man can be a

Christian who denies the necessity and esti
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cacy of the atonement of Christ ; who does

not receive him as a priest, as well as a pro-

phet and a king. What was the significa

tion of all the sacrifices under the law ? Did

they not point to the Lamb of God, which

taketh away the Jin of the xvorld? What is

the obvious meaning of these passages of

scripture ? God made him to bejinfor us; and

He bare ourJins^ in his o-fan body on the tree.

Can they, without wresting them, mean any

thing else, than that Christ was a substitute,

that his sufferings were accepted of God for

sinners?

We must go still farther. If Christ made

an atonement, it was such as God would ac

cept ; it must have been infinite ; and this

could not be, unless the victim was God. If

he was only man, where was the merit of

his sufferings ? W7here the satisfaction pro

portioned to the offence?—How far dark

ness and scruples on this subject may con

sist with a gracious heart, is, perhaps, impos

sible to tell. With one of this character. I
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cannot hold communion ; but, I leave him

tp the judgment of God. Almighty Father!

Thou knowest our frame, and remembered

that we are dust ! By thy sentence, we mud

stand or fall!

Fourthly, Whosoever believeth that

Jesus is the Christ, will maintain the nfecek

sity of the assistance of the holy Spirit to be

gin and persevere in the ways of righteous

ness. This is cohne&ed with the belief of

our spiritual death; arid ifWe admit the one,

we must admit the other. To assert that no

supernatural influence is necessary in form- _

ing us to a divine temper, is to oppose the

method of salvation by Christ.

Once MORE, To believe that jesus is the

Christ, is to receive him as our Saviour, to

make open confession of him, by an attend

ance 6ri his worship, and obedience to his

precepts. This is not so properly an article

of faith, as it is the consequence os the be

lief of the truths before mentioned. These
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truths,- indeed, may be professed, when they

do not produce obedience. Why call ye me,

Lord, Lord, and do not the things which Ifay f

But then the faith is not of divine oper ation 5

k is not accompanied with a change of

heart.

Who&oever makes confession o.f these

truths, and evidences his sincerity b) ' a holy

conversation, is born of God, and ;in heir

of immortal glory. It will be pe rceived,

that such a confession is the natural and evi

dent consequence of faith in Jest is as the

Christ. In the present state of the church,

the confession is not sufficient, whi ch is li

mited to an assent to the single anc 1 general

proposition. Men, by not attendi jig to the

difference between early and lat :ter days,

may deceive themselves. ; and t hey may

form explanations which are in? idmiffible.

On the other hand, it is equally improper

to insist upon the belief of doctri nes which

have been long and strenuously contested.

Let us take those things in whicl l there is a

mutual consent. While this w< ?uld fix a
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ground for union, it is perfectly consistent

with every one holding what he thinks right

in matters of lesser importance. Christians

ought to forbear one another, to pay a de

ference to the opinions of others, as well as

to their own. If every denomination is to

contend for all parts of their creed, who is

to judge between them ? They appeal to

scripture, and, differing in their interpreta

tions, who will dare to fay, that only his

party has found the truth ? Surely, in all

our strife about orthodoxy, we ought to cul-,

tivate humility and charity.

Let it not be said, that the distinguishing

those principles in which the generality of

Christian? are agreed, is incompatible with

the necessity ofcreeds ; for they are still use

ful in preventing doctrines confessedly er

roneous ; what is blameable, is the enlarg

ing them so as to include things concerning

which the best and wisest of men have ever

thought differently. Nor ought it to be said,

that in forming creeds we may not, if we

would avoid disagreement, descend to ex
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planations ; for in these, a bond of exten

sive union will be found- Were, we to exa

mine the creeds of the greater part of pro-

felfmg Christians, we would find, that though

they differ in words, yet there is a very ge

neral agreement in the truths which have

been briefly mentioned. Even in the church

of Rome, the mother of harlots and abomina

tions of the earth, much truth is found. She

does not err, so much in. a denial of essen

tials, as in her numerous and impure a'ddi-

tions.*

'• «. ... .

What then has made schisms in the

church ? What has made such a variety in

O
t

* Whoever is at the pains to compare the several con

fessions, particularly that of the Protejiant churches, must

be convinced of what is here asserted. He will assent to

these words of a learned and candid writer ; "It will

" be evident that they agree not only in the essential foun-

" dations of religion, but in all the principles of special

" moment ; and that these which any of them differ about,

" are no wife comparable to the others, either for their

" number or importance."—r—Dunlop's Preface to the

Westminster Confession.
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the faith and worship of Christians ? Is it

not the prescribing unnecessary articles, and

. the prescribing them under worldly pains ?

Here is the great mistake; not the prescribe

ing terms of communion, which .every

church may do, but the including articles

not warranted by scripture, and enforcing

these by the loss of civil privileges. If men

J were left to judge for themselves, and act

according to their light, there would be less

error and greater uniformity among Chris

tians. The great doctrines of religion will

ever support themselves by their own evi

dence, Truth needs only an equal ad

vantage with error, to gain an eternal vic

tory over it.

To see the fatal effects of forcing men in

to religious sentiments, read the history of

the church. See a doctrine at one time ad

vocated, and at another reprobated! See

the author of it at one time caressed, and at

another, driven into banishment, or put to a

cruel death ! Hear it demanded of the he

retic bound'to a stake, " Renounce, or you
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" must burn !" Turn your view for a

moment to Popish countries, and behold

men under the necessity either of abandon

ing reason and common sense, or going in

to the grossest hypocrisy, or suffering the

dire terrors of an inquisition ! Behold a

strange scene open to you ! Infidelity setting

its mouth against the heavens ! This thou

hast dope, O spiritual tyranny ! Long hast

thou usurped the throne of Jesus, and now,

thou hast raised a band ofinfidels, who would

banish him for ever ! On thy total over

throw shall his kingdom be established !

The fears of some serious persons, that

without the aid of civil establishments, re

ligion will decline, are groundless. The

hopes of infidels, that with the destruction

of these establishments, Christianity will be

abolished, will meet with certain disappoint

ment. They shall know, and O ! that they

may know it in rnercy, that they were instru

ments in the hand of God, to prepare the

way before him. Now they do not believe

tfaat Jesus is the Christ ; and if they persist in
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their infidelity, they will exclaim with ^;he

apostate Julian, in the agony of death,

" Thou hast conquered me O Galilean!"

In those places where the church is un

happily incorporated with the state, it is im

possible for Christians to do much to reform

abuses. The attempt would be called rebel-

lion,and therefore,they mustwait the progress

ofrevolutions to wrest from princes theirun-

lawful sceptres. But in our nation much

v. might be done, if God gave a willing mind,

to exhibit original Christianity to the world.

The reasons which operate abroad for dif

ferent communions, do not exist here, save

the prejudices which have been imported,

and the habits of thinking occasioned by

former connections.

There is every appearance that dreadful

calamities await foreign nations, especially

those which, have been in alliance with

Rome, and which still retain aportion of her

r spirit. If we would escape their plagues, we

must not partake of their sins. We must
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improve the* opportunity which God hath

given us, in removing improper distinctions,

healing divisions, and preserving entire the

bodv of Christ, which is his Church. Were

the several denominations to relax a little as

to some of their peculiar tenets, and allow

their brethren the fame liberty which they

claim for themselves, an union would not

appear to be impracticable. While, how

ever, the Episcopalian will insist that no or

dination is valid, except what is obtained in

the mode of his own church ; the Presby

terian insist that the use of the Common

Prayer Book is unlawful; the Dutch re

formed Protestant insist that it is indispen

sable to lecture once every Lord's day on

the Heidelbergh Catechism, and sprinkle

thrice in baptism : and the Baptist deny

the validity of sprinkling, or os any baptism

except what is administred to adults ; while

thus, every denomination will rigorously

make their distinguishing sentiments or

practices, termsof communion, nojunction

can take place. When persons who are

not willing to break down these partition
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walls, lament the divisions among Christians,

and talk of union, it is all grimace; or they

mean that all the Christian world ought in

conscience to embrace their sentiments,

which are the best, most scriptural, and cer

tainly infallible.* But union will be the par

ticular subject of another discourse, if it

please God that we meet again. Let me

conclude, at present, with exhorting in a

sew words,

j, Thos^ who have never believed in

Christ, to an immediate, open, and sincere

acknowledgment of him as their Lord and

Saviour. Unless you voluntarily submit

to his sceptre, he will break you with a rod

of iron. All enemies mall be put under his

feet. Infidels may scoff, but Jesus is ordain

ed to be the judge of the world. He JhalL

be revealedfrom heaven with his mighty angels,

\ • .

* The Author does not mean by this that any denomi

nation should, contrary to the light of their own minds,

renounce their peculiar sentiments ; but only, not to

stamp them as essentials, or deem them of such importance

as to hinder some general bond of union.
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inflaming fire, taking vengeance on them that

know not God, and that obey not the gospel os

cur Lord Jesus Christ : whofliall be punished

with everlasting destruction from the presence

of the Lord, andfrom the glory- os his power.

O! be alarmed now, and flee from the

wrath to come. Come unto Christ, that ye

mayfind reft untoyourfouls.

Again, Let those who have received

Christ, be active in his service. When you

see him so greatly dishonored in the world,

let your zeal for his glory be inflamed. Be

not dismayed at the signs of the times.

Jesus reigns. Distrust not his power and

grace. In due time, his kingdom will come.

Yet a little while, and he that shall come, will

come, and will not tarry. We look for glo

rious days of the Son of man upon this

earth, when the Jews shall be brought in,

with the fulness of the Gentiles. These

days may be near ; but if not seen by us,

and if mankind should be involved in

general calamity while we live, let us wait

upon God, and expect a rest beyond the

grave.





DISCOURSE V.

UNITY of the CHURCH.

I. CORINTHIANS i. 13.

Is Christ divided ?

TThIS question contains the strongest

denial, and was intended to strike the Co

rinthians with the great impropriety of the

divisions among them. Christ is not divid

ed. There is only one Saviour whose doc

trine we receive, and on whose merits we

depend. He is the head, believers are the

P
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members, and this body is one and indi

visible.

The Corinthians, by arranging themselves

in parties under different leaders, acted as

though there were different Christs, diffe

rent communions, and different ways ©f sal

vation ; whereas these were the same to all ;

and from this consideration, the Apostle

most solemnly and affectionately exhorted

them to union. / beseechyou, brethren, by the

name ofour Lord Jesus Christ, that ye alt

speak the same thing, and that there be

no divisions amongyou, but thatye be perseEl-

lyjoined together in thesame mind, and in the

same judgment. /

.. Divisions began so early,and have con

tinued so long in the church, that many

Christians seem not to think them an evil;

at least they are considered as unavoidable,

and' attended with special advantages. It is

alledged, that they are consistent with all

that unity of the church, and communion

of saints which are to be expected in this

world. A promise was made, some time
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ago, of a discourse on this subject, which ap

pears to me in a very serious and important

light, as being one to which our attention

is peculiarly called by theJigns of the times.

Let me entreat you, my brethren, to hear

with candour, and to help me with your

prayers. I shall, first, show that the union

of professing Christians is desirable and at

tainable ; and then, point out some of the

hinderances of it, and answer the principal

objections which have been raised against it.

The church must, from the nature of

things, be composed of many different so

cieties. The members are not all of the

fame nation, or language, they cannot all

assemble together in the fame place. They

are obliged, for the feke of convenience and

order, to divide themselves into small and

particular societies. This is the cafe of those

who are most closely united, and who come

under one general denomination; but as

this does not break the union of that deno

mination, so the whole number of Christians

throughout the world form only one body.
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Ifwe liken the church to a house, it may be

saijdTtriat numerous as the apartments are,

it is but one house ; if to an empire, it has

several provinces ; if to an army, though it

consist of many divisions, and various na

tions, yet it is enlisted under one Captain,

and engaged in one cause. Such is the

doctrine of Christ and his Apostles. Though

we read of churches in particular places,

yet they were all collectively considered as

one church, and which the Apostle describes

by all that in every place call upon the name

of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and

ours*

We are early taught to fay. " I believe an

" holy Catholic Church." Catholic is general

* The unity of the church is well expressed in the li

beral Preface to the Constitution of the Reformed Dutch

Church. " The various denominations, or descriptions

" of particular churches, under which, from many un-

" avoidable circumstances of language, nation, or other

" causes of distinction, believers are classed, do not affect

" any schism in the body, or destroy the communion of

" saints."
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or universal; and this part of the creed is

explained in out Catechism to mean, " That

" the Son of God, from the beginning to

" the end of the world, gathers, defends, and

" preserves to himself by his Spirit and word,

" out of the whole human race, a church

" chosen to everlasting life, agreeing in true

" faith." And again, it is declared in our

Confession of Faith, that " This holy church

" is not confined, bound, or limited, to a

" certain place, or to certain persons, but is

" spread and dispersed over the whole

" world, and yet is joined and united with

" heart and will, by the power of faith in

" one and the fame spirit."* All Christians,

therefore, being really united as members of

the fame body, ought to preserve a mutual

esteem and affection. Particular churches

ought to extend their care to their sister

churches, toseek not their own profit, but the

profit os many, and to testify by certain acls.

whenever circumstances will admit, that

they all belong to the general church. To

* Hcidel. cat. ques1.. 54. Art. 27.
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pursue only the religious interest of their

own community, is party-spirit, and not that

love whicji the gospel inspires. True-love

endeavours to pro-mote the common wel

fare of Christ's kingdom.

How frequently and earnestly-does the

Apostle Paul enjoin union upon the first

churches ! Hear his words in the beginning

of- the 4th chapter of the Epistle to the

Ephcsians. J therefore, the prisoner of the

Lord, beseech you, : that' ye walk worthy os

the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all

lowlines and meekness, with long-suffering,

forbearing- one another in love ; endeavouring

to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond os

peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even

as ye are called in one hope of 'your calling ;

one Lord, one faiHi)one baptism, one God\ and

Father of all^ who is above all, and through

all, and in you all. We find him farther, in

the 15th and 16th verses, in order to enforce

union, comparing the church to a natural

body. The head, even Christ,from whom the

"whole todyfitly joined together, and compacted .
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by that which every joint supplieth, according

to the effedual working in the measure of every

part, maketh increase of tlie body, unto the edi

fying ofitselfin love. The same comparison

is used in the 12th chapter of his Epistle to

the Romans. We being many, are one body in

Christ, and every one members one of another.

Hear likewise his tender address in the be

ginning of the 2d chapter of the Epistle to

the Philippians. If there be, therefore, any

consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if

anyfellowship ofthe Spirit, if any bowels and

mercies,fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-mind

ed, having thefame love_, being of one accord,

of one mind.. It cannot be said with -any

justice, that these exhortations of the Apostle

apply only to union and harmony in parti

cular churches ; for, the fame reason why

Christians should maintain union in a parti

cular church, is good likewise for maintain,

ing union among all the particular churches,

in one general church. Who shall fay, how

large one denomination of Christians shall

be, before they form an entire separation ?.

Who shall, draw the line of division, or say.
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in what way the body is to be cut into

pieces? If one denomination may consist of

numerous particular churches, and it be

the duty of these to cultivate a correspond

ence, and connect themselves by some visible

bond of union, will any man pretend to say,

that a correspondence and union are not de

sirable, and cannot take place in a manner

still more extensive ? If they cannot, then

the body is divided contrary to the plain

declarations of scripture; for, to say that

Christians are united when they have not,

and ought not to seek any external inter

course with one another, is to fay, that parts

which are never joined, constitute a whole,

or that love can exist where there is no ex

change of kind offices.

The practice of Christians in separating,

and excluding one another from commu

nion, is directly opposed to the unity of the

church, and is not founded on the writings

of the Apostles. Besides the injunctions

already mentioned, we are warned to mark

and avoid those zvho cause divisions. Were a
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heathen nation to receive the gospel, they

would not conclude from any thing in the

New Testament, that it was their duty,

whenever their religious societies increased,

to become totally unconnected ; but on the

contrary, that though they were obliged to

form many congregations, yet they con

tinued to be one body united to the fame

Saviour, and to one another. They would

read of churches being planted in different

places, of the Apostle having" the care of all

the churches, of one church receiving: the

members of another, on, recommendation ;

and they must necessarily think, that all

were established in the same doctrine and

worship. We must believe then, that the

union of the members of the church is de

sirable and attainable; for, otherwise, it

would not be so frequently and earnestly en

joined. Let us inquire now, what are the

hinderances of it.

1. Ecclesiastical establishments have

been a great hinderance. By these certain ar
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tides of faith, and usages in worship are pre

scribed as absolutely necessary to commu

nion. Those who cannot comply are con

sequently cast out, and laid under the ne

cessity of erecting a separate communion,

and thus a division is produced. The

church of Rome would not suffer the Re

formers to continue with her. She cruelly

enforced her belief and practice by torture

and death. The charge of schism rests up

on her, and not upon the Protestants. Hap

py had it been for Protestants, had they pur

sued a different course, and not established

their forms of religion ; had they renounced

the spirit as well as the superstition ofRome.

By not doing this, union and a greater uni

formity among them Was prevented from

taking place. Different forms, all alike

established by human laws, could not ap

proach one another. Error once enthron

ed, withstood the attacks of reason and scrip

ture. To those who could not conscien

tiously conform, there was no remedy but

by a dissent. Much as the worthy Reform

ers lamented and endeavoured to heal the
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differences, yet such was the state of things,

and such influence had civil on religious

concerns, as to hinder an accommodation.

Councils and conferences were held to little

purpose, and this must be the cafe until

establishments are overthrown.

Another hinderance of union is a dif

ference between Christians about matters

not essential. They do not consider that

union is consistent with a diversity of opi

nion about many things, providecUthat they

agree in great and leading principles. Who

difiered more widely than the Jewish and

Gentile converts ? Does the Apostle advise

them to a separation? No: He shows them,

that there was no foundation for their con

tention and uncharitable censures. Seeing

both parties acted according to their light,

and the dictates of their conscience, there

was nothing in either of their sentiments, on

subjects so trivial, inconsistent with true re

ligion. He exhorts them, therefore, not to

obtrude their opinions on each other, and

to continue in communion together. Him
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that is weak in the faith rtceiveye, but not to

doubtful disputations. For one believeth that

ke may eat all things : another who is weak}

eateth herbs. Letnot him that eateth despise

him that eateth not ; and let not him which

eateth not judge him that eateth ; forGod hath

received him. Who art thou that judgefl

another mansservant ? To his own master he

flandeth orfalleth. Though in the church

ofCorinth, there were philosophers, rheto

ricians, and judaizing teachers, each of

whom had their peculiar sentiments and

customs, and which occasioned the conten

tion among them, yet we find how severely 1

the Apostle reproved them, and how au

thoritatively he warned them against a sepa

ration.

If any say, that to inculcate union, while

there is a difference in faith and practice, is

to avow latitudinarian principles, they may

be told that an inspired Apostle is an excel

lent guide. Surely we may be as liberal as

he was; we may teach what he taught; for
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what he received of the Lord, he hath delivered

unto us.

Perhaps, a principal mistake on the sub

ject of union, is an opinion that it cannot

exist without perfect uniformity. Was the.

primitive church uniform? Did the Jews

and Gentiles perfectly agree in their doc

trines and ceremonies? Has the church

been uniform at any period since the publi

cation of the gospel ? Where is the parti

cular denomination this day upon earth, in .

which all the members exactly agree in

doctrine and mode of conducting public

worship ? Are not particular congregations

of the fame denomination found to differ

more from one another, than the denomi

nation itself differs from some other deno

mination ?* Does, or ought this difference to

* The two respectable Dutch congregations of New-

York and Albany, differ as to their customs in public

worship. The difference is ot no consequence, and woujd

not be mentioned, did it not prove my assertion. At Al

bany, the males and females fit in separate seats in the
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occasion the necessity 6f a division? Then

the church of Christ must be torn into in

numerable parts. It is a mistake, my

brethren, which has been ruinous, to think

that uniformity is necessary. The church

pever was uniform, nor can we fay that it

will be entirely so, even in its most glorious

state in this world. National establishments

instead of producing uniformity and union,

have caused variety and division. What was

church. The clerk begins the service with reusing the

ten commandments, or the creed ; then a psalm is fung ;

after this, he reads the chapter out of which the minister

has chosen his text ; when this is ended, another psalm is

fung, and the minister rises. The collection for the poor

is made, as in many other Dutch churches, in time of the

sermon. None of these customs are exactly followed in

the congregation at New-York ; for though it is usual

with the clerk to read a chapter, and sometimes the ten

commandments, yet the fame mode and order of intro

ducing the service is not observed. Do not congregations

then of the fame -name, differ more from one another in

these small matters, than any of them differ from the

Presbyterian congregations ? Surely these things are not

essential to communion. The persons must.be contracted

and bigoted in a great degree, who would insist upon, or

who would refuse to comply with either of them.
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the effect of the act passed in England under

the reign of Elizabeth? A considerable

body separated from the established church.

What evil might have been prevented, had

this direction of the Apostle been duly re

garded ! Let every man besully persuaded in

his own mind. Christians will approach

much nearer to uniformity, when establish

ments are abolished, when no compulsive

measures are used, and when religion is left

to support itself by its own evidence and

excellence. But if uniformity mould never

take place, it ought not, and it will not hin

der the union of Christians, when other

obstacles are removed. It is evident from

these words of the Apostle in the 3d chapter

of the Epistle to the Philippians, the 35th

and 16th verses, that only an agreement in

fundamental truths is necessary; Let us,

therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus mind

ed ; and if in any thingye be otherwise mind

ed, God shall reveal even this unto you.

Nevertheless, whereto we have already at

tained, let us walk by the fame rule, let us

mind the fame thing. I am thus particu

lar in quoting the place where these words
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are sound, that your attention may be fixed

upon them, that you may weigh them at

your leisure, that you may apply for assist

ance to what commentators you please ; and

if, upon full consideration, you judge that

they teach what is here asserted, then I be

seech you to yield that reverence and obe

dience which are due to divine inspiration.

Let me mention,

Once more, The prejudices, passions,

and interests of men, as being opposed to

union. The favorable opinion which a party

imbibes of itself, and the unfavorable one

which it entertains of others, the pride

which is so natural to men, and their attach

ment to real or imaginary interest, often

raise a strong barrier. These are especially

nursed under establishments, where one sect

receives the exclusive favour of civil go

vernment, and is promoted to places of

honour and profit. Indeed, there have been

always those in the church, who to advance

their own interest and reputation, have

made and continued schisms. Who is not

grieved to find chargeable with this, even
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the preachers of the gospel of peace?

" Searching the ancient histories," fays

Jerome, " I can find none that hath more

" rent the church of God than those that

" sustain the office of Ministers." These too

often begin divisions, and cherish the pre

judices of men, merely from selfish views.

Though it is much easier to make a breach

than to heal it, and men cannot suddenly

divest themselves of ways of thinking to

which they have been early and long habi

tuated ; yet, were their leaders more up

right, did they study the glory of God more,

and their own less, prejudices would gra

dually vanish. The influence of the pub-

lit: teachers of religion in directing the

minds of their hearers, is great ; and the

maxim is generally true, That such as is the

minister, such is the people.

These things which have been mentioned,

appear to be the chief hinderances of union

among professing Christians. The radical

evil is establishments ; for, wherever these

R
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are, the other things will follow; and

wherever these are abolished, and the people

lest to think and choose for themselves, pre

judices wear off, and a greater liberality and

uniformity are introduced. Let me appeal

to the condition of the church in this coun

try. Here are no establishments •, and what

is the consequence? Union between diffe

rent denominations has been effected ; cor

respondence between others is maintained ;

and former jealousies and contentions sub

side.* Can such a hierarchy as is in England

be found here ? Is the government of the

Episcopal church more than a step distant

from Presbyterian equality? Is the exclu

sive validity of Episcopal ordination any

* The Author refers to the union of the Associate and

Reformed Pesbyteries under the name of " The Associate

" Reformed Synod ;" to the union of the Presbyterian

Churches and the Congregational Churches in Connecti

cut ; and to the brotherly correspondence between the

Presbyterian, Scotch Presbyterian, and Reformed Dutch

churches ; of all which, fee more in the Appendix.
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more than the dream of a few not thorough

ly awaked out of their fleep ? *

*

It is to be confessed, that obstacles in the

way of union still remain, principally arising

from the mistakes, prejudices, and interests

of men ; but these will be destroyed by in

creasing light, and especially by the pre

valence of the power of religion, whenever

* We sec verified in this country, these words of Mr.

Graham, in his " Review," &c. " Take away from the

" diocesan bishop, all that incorporations give him,—his

" title, his extravagant revenue, his secular authority, and

" his consequence as a peer of the realm, none of all

M which the Christian religion gives him ; and he will be

" left so naked, so like one of his own Presbyters, that

" even the most snarling advocate for parity will not bark

" at him. It is civil authority only which bestows upon

" him all that raises him above the Apostolical Bistiop,

" whom Paul also calls by the less dignified title of Pres-

" byter."—The greatest difficulty as to a connection be

tween Episcopalians and Presbyterians, appears to be a re

maining prejudice with a few on one side, about the mode

of ordination. The Presbyterians are liberal on this sub

ject ; an instance of which they gave, by admitting into

their pulpits that extraordinary and eminently useful man,

the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield.
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it shall please God to pour out his Spirit up

on us. It is time now to answer some of the

objections which are brought against an

union of different descriptions of professing

Christians.

1. It is said, that special advantages re

sult from their divisions ; such as, that they

watch over one another, and provoke one

another to greater zeal and fidelity in the

propagation and preservation of the truth.

This objection proceeds on the supposition

that disunion is no fin, and is not forbidden

in the word of God ; for, if it be a sin, no

advantages which Providence is pleased to

bring out of it, Can justify it. But I have

endeavoured to show, that it is destructive of

the unity of the church, and forbidden by

the divine command. Besides, those who

make this objection ought to put in the ba

lance with the pretended good, the evils

which ensue. They ought to weigh the

triumph which the separations of Christians

give infidels, the contracted and uncharitable

notions which they beget among professors •
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themselves, and the bitterness, wrath, envy«

ings, and strife which they occasion. Let it

be added, that the advantages which are

mentioned, can all be better ensured by a

state of union^ There will be 1 the same

watchful care, and strict attention to truth

among the members of the church. There

ever will be redress for heresy and immoral

practice before the proper j udicatories, un

less we can suppose that Christ shall be with

out witnesses in the world. There will be

greater certainty for the preservation of

purity in the whole body by union ; for if

the pure separate, what is to become of the

impure? They will be as salt which has lost

itssavour and is goodfor nothing, but to be

cast out, and to be trodden under foot os

men*

* " Dt. Hopkins, in his Treatise on the Millennium,

speaking of the opinion, " that difference in religious sen-

" liments and modes of worship, is attended with no in-

" convenience, but is rather desirable, and advantageous ;

" and that all the union required, or that can take place,

" is that of kind affection, love and charity," fays, " Such

" sentiments as these arc not agreeable to reason or scrip-
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Another objection to union is, that it

is impracticable, because ,of the variety of

opinions and customs among the several de

nominations. To invalidate this, it has been

shown, that uniformity is not necessary.

Hardly two persons can be found in the

world, who are agreed in every point of re

ligion. There is indeed frequently such a

disagreement as to render communion im-

" tare." He thinks, that in the Millennium, " there will

" b: a great and general union in the belief and practice

" of the truth that men will " be united in sentiments

** and practice, so as to form a beautiful, happy union

" and harmony, which will put an end to the variety and

" opposition of opinions and practices which now divide

" professing Christians into so many sects, parties, and

" denominations." So far as he means that they will be

united in great and leading truths, live in harmony and

communion together, he is undoubtedly right ; but whe

ther .there will be entire uniformity, is a question. - In my

opinion, it is not necessary. There will be different capa

cities and different degrees of light then as well as now ;

but, w hen under the powerful influence of the Spirit, these

will be mutual forbearance; they will inquire and be

^aught ; whereunto they have already attained, they will

w,a!k by the fame rule, they will mind the fame thin^.
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possible ; for instance, when persons differ

in articles which they suppose to be sunda*

mental or necessary to salvation. There is

again such a disagreement in important

doctrines and external forms of worship,

as to render an union in the fame society

improper, while there may be some general

intercourse established, and occasional com

munion admitted. But with respect to all

those, whose differences are of less moment,

though they may be exceedingly various,

yet there is nothing to hinder them from be

coming full and constant members of the

fame church. We can conceive likewise of

a bond of union, and each denomination re

main at the same time distinct. A perfect

union even among those most nearly agreed,

is what no one would think, in the present

state of things, either advifeable, or possible.

There is a middle way between a total coa

lition, and a total separation.—The famous

Synod of Dort was composed of divines not

only from the United Provinces, but also

from England, Scotland, the States ofBran-

denburgh, Switzerland, Geneva, the Pali-
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tinate, Bremen and Embden. How vener

able the council ! How beneficial their pro

ceedings ! Jesus the head ofthe church, ap

proved their designs, and succeeded their la

bours.—Let me repeat, that a perfect union

or incorporation, is what no wife man would

think either practicable or necessary ; but

that one might be formed, and the peculia

rities of every denomination be preserved

inviolate. This is submitted as my opinion ;

and if condemned by wiser and more ex

perienced men, let it be charitably called an

error of the head, and not of the heart.

Let the righteoussmite me, itJhaU be a kind

ness ; and let him reprove me, itshall be an ex

cellent oil, zohich shall not break my head. I

plead in my justification the opinion of the

good and the wife who have always lament

ed the divisions of Christians, and at diffe-

renttimes used their most strenuous exertions

j to heal them. Attempts were made at the

Reformation, and attempts have been made

since, but they were made against principa

lities and powers, and therefore, proved un

successful.

f
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It is difFicuk to fay, how far union ought

to be extended, or what ought to be the pre

cise form of it ; but there can be no hesita

tion to say, that a much nearer union among

several denominations in this country, than

how exists, is desirable and attainable ; and

will, probably, in due time, be effected. We

may judge of the form by precedents before

us; and it is not vainto think of some bond

ofunion between churches still more unlike

to one another.*

S

* 7'he correspondence between the Dutch Reformed,

the Associate Reformed, and the Presbyterian Synods, be

gan in 1785, and was continued until 1790. The plan

was first proposed by some of the ministers of the Dutch

church. Delegates from each of these Synods met annual

ly in Convention* which possessed only powers of coun

sel and advice. Here was a bond of union. The reason

of a failure was, perhaps, because the T>ond was not the

most proper ; at least, I am unwilling to ascribe it to any

other thing. The Reverend Dr. John Mason, than whom

few men had a more accurate judgment, and a more honest

■ heart, was desirous of the continuance of the correspond

ence, and hoped that much good would result from it. I

will be excused here, in paying a small respect to theme-
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There has been a federal union of the

states in civil government, and why not like

wise of the churches? The time is expected

when nations will learn war no more, and

why not a time when all the members of

Christ's church throughout the world, shall

embrace in love? America has been the

first in establishing civil liberty, may we not

hope that she shall be the first in disarming

mory of a man, who was my neighbour and my friend,

whom I knew too late, and of whose value I was hardly

sensible, until I experienced his loss. Tinctured at first

with a fevv European prejudices, they soon vanished in the

American clime, and his excellent understanding ripened

and mellowed into Christian forbearance and liberality. He

had prudence without cunning, cheerfulness without levity,

dignity without pride, friendship without ceremony,

charity without undue latitude, and religion without osten

tation. He rests in peace, far beyond the censure or the

applause of mortals. Disappointed in the prospect of an

union between the* denominations mentioned, he is gone

to join the general assembly and church of the first born,

where all is harmony and love. The congregation which

he served have erected a handsome monument to his me

mory, but the most honorable monument, is the place he

holds in their hearts, and the lasting esteem of all who

knew him.
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infidels, by exhibiting Christianity pure and

undefiled to the view of men. Greater op- .

portunities are afforded to us, than to any

other nation, and let it be said with the ut

most seriousness, that if we improve them ,

not, God may contend with us. We have

suffered already by his judgments, and it be

comes us to inquire into the cause of them.

To me, it has appeared that one cause of

the divine anger, is the want of a disposition

to union; and that to this may be ascribed

the withholding of divine influences in the

administration of ordinances. Our peculiar

circumstances call for a peculiar conduct.

The arguments for a state of disunion which

would be just in another country, are totally

inapplicable in this.

It is worthy of our attention, that before

the descent of the holy Ghost at Pentecost,

the disciples were all -with one accord in one

place. How loving and united were they!

All was serene like a summer evening, when

thesound camefrom heaven as of a rufliing

mighty wiw.fl, and it filled all the house when
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they wereJilting. Is there not reason to be

lieve, that did Christians endeavour more for

a spirit of union and love, God would com

mand a blessing ? That this would be a

token of the near approach of those happy

days which we warmly desire, and have long

expected ?—Suffer me now, my brethren, to

turn your attention to some practical im

provement of what has been said.

i.We may learn the great depravity of

human nature. This is the bitter root from

which contentions spring. Our Saviour,

well knowing how mankind would abuse

the riches of his goodness, foretold what

should happen on this earth ; that offences

should come ; that he should send fire on the

earth ; that instead of peace there should be

jather division ; and that those of the same

house should be divided. Can there be a

stronger proof of a disordered nature, than

that the greatest good should be made the

occasion of sin, the means of our recovery

abused to our own destruction? When we

consider the distensions of even great and
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good men, how hard to remove their misun

derstandings, and reconcile or bring them

to a proper temper ; when we consider how

much pride, obstinacy, and selfishness there

is in human nature, we must lament, the

ruined state of man, and exclaim with the

Psalmist, 0 thatlhadwings likea dove ! for then

would Ijly away and be at rest. Lo then would

I wanderJar off, and remain in the wilder

ness.

2. Learn from the imperfection os which

all are partakers, to think charitably ofthose

who differ from us. Various are the capa

cities and opportunities of men, and various

the prejudices to which they are liable.

Since the grace of God is not confined to

any particular way, who are we that we

should arrogate to ourselves the right of de

termining in matters of religion ? Let the

Pope solace himself with his own infallibi

lity, but seek not you to dispute the chair

with him. Shall we reject those whom God

receives ? Rather let us court their friend

ship, walk in fellowship, forbearing them, as
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s

v?e expect forbearance. You, my brethren,

are of the same denomination, you are

agreed in doctrine and form of church-go

vernment, and you should be knit together

in love. Christians need frequently to be

exhorted to love one another. Our Sa

viour and his Apostles dwell much upon

this; and no wonder, for there is much of

heaven in it, and it strongly manifests the

power of godliness. The more true love

we have to one another as members of the

fame society, the more will our hearts be

enlarged to embrace the whole family of

Christ.

3. Let me earnestly urge upon you, the

necessity of union to the Lord Jesus Christ

by faith. This is the only mean of uniting

you in heart to one another, and of securing

your eternal happiness. There is no other

refuge but Christ, from the avenging wrath

of God. Be careful and diligent now in

your application to him, that so you may live

and reign with him hereafter.—When death

is near, and you look forward to an awful
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and boundless eternity, it is not your having

belonged to such a society, it is not your

having been called by such a name, will

afford you consolation. How much less

will the recollection of variance and strife

with your brethren, or that you harboured

the spirit of party, and pursued contentious

measures ! Let us often examine our senti

ments and practices in the prospect of eter

nity, and ask ourselves, How they will stand

the test? Were we to die this night, would

we have the testimony of our own conscien

ces, and meet the approbation of our Judge ?

Death may be near, even at the door ; and

the opportunity be lost, either of doing the

good which we had intended, or- of rectify

ing the evil which we had done.

Lastly, How unspeakably pleasant is

the heavenly state ! There all the redeemed

of the Lord shall dwell for ever together,

and be made perfect in love. There shall

meet those of different persuasions, those

who could not join in worship here below,

and who perhaps mutually cast each other
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out. There they shall no longer doubt

each other's sincerity, no longer be filled

with prejudices and mistakes, rib longer the

great adversary excite differences between

them ; but they shall love as children of

the fame Father, and be joint heirs with

Christ in glory. O glorious church, With

out spot or wrinkle ! O abode os unutter

able delight ! Eye hath not seen, nor ear

heard, nor the heart of man conceived thy

transcendentexcellence! Raise yourthoughts,

ye saints, from this wearisome, quarrelsome

world, to yonder place of rest ! Behold the

blessed inhabitants, without a discordant

note, sing the song of Moses and the Lamb !

Do you aspire to join them ? Remember,

that no unclean thing can ever enter ; that a

divine temper must be cultivated on earth;

that if ever we see God we must be like him,

and God is love.
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EALL of ANTICHRIST.=

DANIEL vii. 25.

And he shall speak great words against the

most High, and shall wear out the saints

of the most High, and think to change

times and laws : and they shall be given

into his hand, until a time and times, and

the dividing of time.

^HaVING begun these discourses with a

few remarks on the fulfilment of the pro

phecies, I shall conclude them with some

farther remarks on the fame subject.

T
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It is generally#agreed by all Protestant

interpreters, that the power described here

by Daniel, is the fame which the Apostle Paul

calh the man ofJin, and which John in the Re

velation calls the beaji and the false prophet.

It is likewise generally agreed, that by

these is meant Popery, or the idolatrous

and tyrannical power of the church of

Rome. The description is so drawn as not

to admit of a just application to any

other.*

* Besides that the description will not suit any other

than the church of Rome, the number of the beaji agrees

exactly with her. His number is fix hundred, threescore

andfix. If we take the Greek word Lateinos, the Latin

or Roman, (as the Western church was called) and the

Hebrew word Romiitb, which signifies the Roman king

dom, we will find that each contains the number 666.

Lambda - 30 Resch - 200

Alpha - 1 Vau - 6

Tau - 300 Mem - 40

E'psilon - 5 Jod - 10

Iota - - 10 Jod - 10

Nu - 56 Thau - - 400

Omicron - 70 \ .

Sigma - 200 666

666
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The destruction of this power, which has

so long opposed the reign of Christ, and

worn out the saints, is clearly foretold, and

confidently expected. We have seen it

gradually rise to an enormous strength ; we

have seen it as gradually decline ; and from

theJigns of the times, the vials of divine wrath

will soon be poured out, when it mall be,

said; It is done.

It is likewise remarked3S a very singular circumstance,

that the title Vicarlus Filii Dei, which the Pope has as

sumed, makes the fame number.

 

V J
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With respect to the time of the fall of

Antichrist, interpreters have differed very

widely. It cannot be fully known until the

event has taken place. That God intended

it to be in a measure hidden from us, ap

pears from the answer which was returned

to the inquiry of Daniel ; And I heard, but I

understood not : thensaid J, O my Lord, -what

Jhallbe the end of these things ? And he said,

Go thy zvay, Daniel; for the words are closed

up andsealed till the time of the end. We

may not therefore rashly, or curiously in

quire into this matter, farther than we are

warranted by what God hath been pleased

to reveal.* I (hall state the opinion which is

* " The folly of interpreters,w fays Isaac Newton, in

his Observations on the Revelation, " has been, to foretel

" times and things by this prophecy, as if God designed to

" make them prophets. By this rashness they have not

" only exposed themselves, bin brought the prophecy also

" into contempt. The defign of God was much other-

" wife. He g3ve this and the prophecies of the Old

" Testament, not to gratify rhens curiosities by enabling

" them to foreknow things, but that after they were ful-

*' filled they might be interpreted by the event, and his

" own providence, not the interpreters, be then manitest-

" ed thereby to the world."
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most commonly received, and humbly offer

some reasons why the fall of Antichrist, and

the glorious days in the church which are to

succeed, may be expected, at least in part,

much sooner.

The continuance of Popery is expressed

in the text, by a time and times, and the di

viding of time ; and again, in the 12th chap

ter and 7th verse, by a time, times, and an

half. In the Revelation, the 1 ith chapter

and 2d verse, it is said, that the GentilesJhall

tread underfoot the holy city forty and two

months; and in the 3d verse, that the two

witnessesshall prophesy a thousand two hun

dred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

In the 1 2th chapter and 6th verse, it is said,

that the woman who fled into the wilderness

mould be fed there a thousand two hundred

and threescore days; and again in the 14th

verse, are the very words by which the dura

tion is expressed in Daniel ; a time and times,

and half a time. In the 13th chapter and

, 5th verse, it is said of the beast, thatpower
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was given unto him to continue forty and two

months.

i

All these numbers are allowed to be the

fame, and each of them to signify one thou

sand two hundred and sixty years ; for a

time is a year, and a time and times, and the

dividing of time, or half a time, are three

years and a half, and three years and a half

areforty-two months, andforty-two months are

one thousand two hundred andJixty days, and

one thousand two hundred andsixty days are,

in the prophetic stile, one thousand two hun

dred and sxty years. This is the period

which is fixed for the continuance of Anti

christ. It may be remarked, that we are

led to give this interpretation of times and

days from the language in other prophecies

which have been fulfilled ; and that a month

was then reckoned to consist of thirty, and a

year of three hundred and sixty days.

The great difficulty, my brethren, is when

to date the commencement of the thousand

two hundred and sixty years. Some have
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dated it so early, that time has shown their

mistake ; some so late as to remove the ful

filment to a great distance ; and some again

have chosen a' middle path. The opinion

which prevails most, is, that these years are

to be computed from the year 756, or at

least, not earlier than from the year 727.

This is the opinion of Bishop Newton, and

of several who have written before and

since ; and according to which the down

fall of Popery is not to be expected until

about the two thousandth year of Christ,

above two hundred years from this time.

Let us examine this opinion. It is found

ed,

First, On the necessity of the Pope be

coming a temporal prince, or uniting in

himself the civil and ecclesiastic powers be

fore he could be called a, horn or kingdom,

and before he could . answer to the descrip

tion of the beast in the Revelation.

On this it may be said, that though he

might not have been settled in his civil do-
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minion until he revolted from the Exarch

of Ravenna, and shook off allegiance to the

Greek emperor, or even until Pepin king of

France, made him prince over a large terri

tory, yet he had long before a great in

fluence in the temporal affairs of the Roman

empire. He was declared universal bishop

in the year 606. If the 1260 years be

reckoned from that time, they will end in the

year 1866, which carries us 72 years hence.

The Pope had certainly greater power be

fore the days of Pepin, than he has now,

and has had for a long time, though he is

supposed to be still on the throne. If then

his power be now so small and continually

declining, what good reason is there for al

ledging that his reign did not commence

whest the power was greater ? If he now

exists, surely he must have existed when his

influence was more powerful and extensive.

At his first appearance he is called by

Daniel, a little horn, which is descriptive

of him as not having yet enlarged and esta

blished his dominion. He is said, after

wards, to wax exceeding great, and when he
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had arrived at his full growth, we find him

called in the Revelation, a beast with two

horns, and with ten horns.

If we look as far back as the third cen

tury, we will find that Popery had made

considerable progress. " The Bishops," fays

an approved historian, " assumed in many

" places, a princely authority, particularly

" those who had the greatest number of

" churches under their inspection, and who

<e presided over the most opulent assemblies.

" They appropriated to their evangelical

" function, the splendid ensigns of temporal

" majeftjjr. A throne surrounded with mi-

" nisters, exalted above his equals the fer-

" vants of the meek and humble Jesus, and

" sumptuous garments dazzled the eyes and

,c the minds of the multitude, into an igno-

" rant veneration for their arrogated autho-

te rity.*" It was about the middle of this

century, that Stephen the bishop of Rome,

U

* Mosheim.
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aspired to a superiority over all the other

bilhops. Reckoning from this time until

the Reformation, we -will find 1 260 years.

Luther arose in the year 1517, from which

if we deduct 1260, it will leave 257, the.very

year in which Stephen usurped the pre-emi

nence, and which was in some measure

yielded to him.

A late writer on the Revelation * says,

that the 1260 years must be reckoned to

begin some time between the year 500, when

the western and eastern churches first sepa

rated, and the year 553, when the reign of

the Goths ended ; when Narses t<$fck Rome

and their dominions in Italy from them, and

established the exarchate of Ravenna. If to

the 500 we add the 1 260 years, it will bring

us to the year 1760 ; the time when the

Jesuits began to feel the resentment of the

kings of Europe, and which soon afterward

effected their dissolution. These men who

* Dr. Langdon.
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contributed much to the support of the

Papal throne, were expelled Portugal,

France, Spain, and Sicily, between the years

1759 and 1767, and the order was entirely

suppressed in 1773- The suppression of

convents, and the seizure of their revenues,

the checks which the courts of inquisition

have received, and the liberty of conscience

which has been given to Protestants, might

be mentioned as so many steps, since the

foregoing date by which the power of the

Romish church has declined.—If to 553 we

add the 1260 years, it will bring us to the

year 1813, about 19 years from this time ;

and surely, if we consider what has been

transacted in Europe for a sew years past^

and the present appearances, Antichrist may

at that period be almost totally destroyed.

From all this, it would appear, that no

precise time can be fixed from which to

reckon these years ; that they may have se

veral beginnings and endings ; that, as An

tichrist rose by degrees, so he will fall by de

grees ; that, if we begin at the earliest date,
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the end of the period will bring us, to the

beginning of his fall ; but that if we begin

at the latest date, then we will be brought

to his complete destruction. Though it is

probable that the prophecy will at last be

fulfilled in some event more vifible and

striking than all the preceding ones ; that

the vestiges of Popery may continue for a

long time ; and that it may be near the two

thousandth year of Christ, before the church

enjoys the greatest prosperity ; yet there is

reason to believe that preparatory events ajp

much nearer, and that even we may fee a

day of the Son of man. After the destruc

tion of Antichrist, there are other events

expected, and which will require time to

accomplish before the church look forth as

the morning,fair as the moon, clear as thefun,

and terrible as an army with banners.

That the beginning os the reign of An

tichrist may have different dates, and his fall

be effected at different periods, until his

final and dreadful ruin, we are authorised

to say from similar prophecies and their fui
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filment.* With regard to the destruction

of Babylon, and the deliverance of the Jews

from captivity, which, is evidently alluded

to in the Revelation, as a type of the op

pression of the church of Rome, neither the

captivity of the Jews, nor their restoration

was done all at once. It was foretold, that

the duration of the captivity mould be se

venty years, and that after seventy years

God would destroy Babylon. But this pre

diction had reference to different beginnings

and endings. It was just seventy years from

the first captivity, in the fourth year of Je-

hoiakim, when Daniel and many other Jews

were carried to Babylon, to the decree of

Cyrus, giving leave to the Jews to return,

and ordering that the temple mould be re

built ; and it was seventy years from the

destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, to

the publishing of the decree of Darius, by

which the building of the temple was com-

* The Author is indebted for this and some of the fol

lowing sentiments, to President Edwards and Dr. Hop

kins. In one or two places he has used the same words.
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pieted, and the Jews restored to their former

state. In like manner were the prophecies

concerning Babylon fulfilled; for though

they had a principal reference to the des

truction by Cyrus at the end of the first

seventy years, yet there were other things

not fulfilled until the fourth year of Darius,

which was at the end of the second seventy

years.

Have we not then reason to conclude,

that the 1260 years of the captivity of

the church of Christ in spiritual Babylon,

will have different beginnings, and con

sequently different endings ? That as the

tyranny of the church of Rome gradually

rose, so it will gradually fall ; and that from

each remarkable advance, there are 1260

years to as remarkable successive events, by

which the power of the beast shall decline,

until it be utterly destroyed ?*

* Mr. Thomas Paine, in his " Age of Reason," al

ledge?, that the.prophecies in the Bible, are " so equivo-

" cal, as to ft almost any circumstance that might happen
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Secondly, The opinion that the fall of

Antichrist is still at a great distance, is

founded on the interpretation of the pro

phecy respecting the flaying of the two

witnesses. This, it is alledged, is some event

distinct from their prophesying in sackcloth,

is not to take place until the expiration of

the 1 260 years, and remains yet to be ful

filled.

" afterwards." I cannot now follow him on this subject.

Whatever may be said of the writings of this Author on

politics, he was surely unhappy when he commenced

divine. He has discovered, and indeed confessed such

ignorance os the sacred Scriptures, as renders him not

only unworthy of trust, but subjects him to contempt.

There is nothing new in his performance, save the bold

and indecent manner. His character gives it a temporary

popularity; but it must soon sink into infamy, and carry

his own name along with it. It can do no harm except

to the young and superficial. In the virtuous mind it will

excite sentiments of abhorrence, and the Deist who has

read a little, will blulh to fee his cause so miserably

handled. It has already called forth some animadverfions

and probably will more. Indeed it is provokjng to fee

the Christian religion, after having withstood the roajrings

of the lion, insulted by the brayings of the ass.
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This was partly considered in the first

discourse. It appears to me probable

that this has been already fulfilled, or that

it cannot be fulfilled in the way which

has been expected, or that it is now ful

filling. The death and the resurrection

of the witnesses are applicable to several

events which preceded the Reformation;

particularly, their death may signify the

most cruel persecutions and massacres of

Christians about that time, and their resur

rection, the Reformation which speedily sol.

lowed. Perhaps there is nd reason to con

fine this part of the prophecy any more than

the other to a precise time. The witnesses

were, at several times, remarkably flain, and

as remarkably arose.

But, if it remain to be fulfilled, in what

way shall it be ? Is it agreeable to the deal

ings of Providence, that the church, after her

deliverance is begun, (hall be brought un

der a more cruel bondage than ever ? Is it

probable from the present circumstances of

the world, that ignorance and barbarism
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shall return, and the arm of Popery be

nerved anew to inflict the horrid blow?

Then she would kill not two, not a small

number of witnesses, but a great multitude.

The Protestants were thought to be onee

equal in number to the Papists.

Such a persecution can be expected only

by the restoration of the old system in

France, and the universal prevalence of des

potism in the world ; an event at which the

generous mind recoils, and which is, from

all appearances, highly improbable.* The

X

* That there is danger from the measures pursued in

France, of introducing an age of barbarism, appears to me

a groundless apprehension. To judge by what has hap

pened in former ages, we must consider the difference of

circumstances ; we must fee whether the facts which we

compare are exactly parallel or not ; otherwise we will

draw an improper conclusion. Superficial and unphiloso-

phical reasoners, who thought themselves wonderfully

wife, used to prate aljout our contest with Britain, and al

ledge that we could not succeed, or that if we did, we

would soen quarrel among ourselves. But all these have

been false prophets. In (hort, history furnisties no pre
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Pope is only the ghost of what he was. The

kings will cover him with smews and flesh

no more; yea, the time will come, and

now is, when the hmgsJJiall hate the church

of Rome, called the whore, andJhali make

her desolate, and naked, andJhall eat herJlejh,

and burn her withfire.

May we not rather conjecture, that the

present growth of infidelity, the low and ge

neral decline of religion throughout the

world, together with the awful calamities

coming upon those nations which have the

image of the beast, is that dark and dismal

time which good men have expected from

the flaying of the witnesses, and their dead

bodies lying in the street?—The pious and

cedents of the revolutions in America and France.—

Equally absurd is the opinion that the old system can be

restored in France. Is it not strange that the British na

tion should either wish-or attempt it ? She who has glo

ried so much in her liberty, and in being thought the bul-i

wark of the Reformation r One would think, that by this

time, flic would be at least tired of endeavouring to bind

people in all case; whatever.
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learned Archbishop Usher was deeply affect

ed with a fad persecution which he firmly-

believed would come upon all the Protestant

churches in Europe. The outward court

he explains to signify the formal Christian,

the Gentiles, who are to tread it under foot,

to signify the Papists, and he gives it as his

opinion, that as this persecution would be

thesharpest, so it would be theJhortejl ; and

that there would be this great difference

between this last and all the preceding per

secutions, that in the preceding the most

eminent andspiritual ministers and Christians

generally suffered, but this last would take

away only the gross hypocrites and formal

professors. His words are indeed remarks

able ; and, except that he uses the word

persecution, and seems not to have thought

of any other calamity but this, or that it

could come from any other quarter than

from the Papists, may be called prophetic.

The outward court, that is formal pro

fessors, those who maintain ecclesiastical

A
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establishments, and have turned the Christian

religion into worldly policy, are treading un

der foot ; not by the Papists, but by those

whom the monstrous structure of Popery has

aroused to tear it down. Th e interpreta

tion seems to be verifying as far as it respects

dreadful scenes of distress to befal those na

tions where civil and spiritual tyranny

reigns. No reformation is likely to take

place. Pharaoh will not let the children of

Israel go. It appears to be the decree of

heaven that he should not, until involved

in utter destruction. The church and the

slate are so interwoven in their governments,

that they must be melted down, in order to

be separated and cast anew.—There is one

, thing, my brethren, to comfort us, that the

calamity will be short. After three days and

an half, that is, after some sliort space of

time, the witnesses will revive and the

church become prosperous. A great part

of France was once Protestant. She was

early and illustrious in the Reformation.

Her walls have been broken down and her

glory obscured by Popish tyranny. Now
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God in his good pleasure, will build her up,

and make her more glorious than ever.

Thirdly, T,he opinion that happy days

. in the church are not near, is founded on

the old tradition ofboth Jews and Christians,

that at the end of six thousand years from

the beginning, the Millennium will com

mence ; that as God created the world in

six days, and rested on the seventh, so the

seventh thousand years from the creation

will be the Sabbath or rest to the church. It

is said, that as there were 2000 years before

the law, and 2000 under the law, so there

will be 2000 under the gospel, and then

Christ will reign with his saints.

Admitting this to have all the weight it

ought to have, there may be great prospe

rity in the church long before that time. It

is to be remarked, that the Jews began the

celebration of their sabbath on the evening

preceding. From evening to evening Jhall

ye celebrate yoursabbath. If . the one be a

type of the other, then the Millennium will
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begin in the latter part of the six thousand

years. There will be the evening, the

dawn, and the gradual advance of the day,

until the fun ascend the meridian. Though

the full splendor will not be until two hun

dred years hence, yet we may fee the even

ing and the dawn. It is said, that it is al

ways darkest just before the dawn. It is now

dark, and it grows darker. Often vapours

hover round at the approach of morn, and

exclude the rays of light. Thick vapours

now hang on the horizon. " The morning

" lowers, and clouds heavily bring on the'

" day, the great, the important day, big with

" the fate" of the Pope and Papal Rome.

P. Bt.sides, the destruction of Antichrist is

an event which is to precede the Millennium.

After civil and religious tyranny has ceased,

some time will be necessary to compose the

differences between Christians, to preach the

gospel to the heathen nations, and to ac

complish the restoration of the Jews. All

these conflituie the highest splendor of the
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Millennium, and may not be until two cen

turies hence. As these events necessarily re

quire time, it is alledged farther, that they

will not probably come to pass very soon.

This is the

Last thing which I shall consider. We

cannot say with certainty, how rapid the

progress of truth will be, or how far one

event will contribute to hasten another.

Hitherto the progress of truth has been

flow; but with every advance its speed may

be increased. The light of the moon Jhall be

as the light of thefun, and the light of thefun

fiall besevenfold, as the light ofseven days, in

the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of

his people, and healeth thestroke oftheir wound.

When the Christian religion is maintained

in its primitive purity, and the professors of

it are united among themselves, it will be

recommended to the Jews, and be success

ful among the heathen nations. The con

version of the Jews will, probably, be very

sudden. From these expressions, blindness

in part is happened to Israel, and a ' vail is
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upon their heart, we believe that this will be

the cafe. Whenever this happens, whether

they only acknowledge the true Messiah, or

whether besides this, they return as a nation

to their own country, who can tell the effect

which it will have upon the whole world ?

We are assured that their return will be life

from the dead ; it will be the means of con

firming the faith of the Gentiles, converting

those who still remain in darkness, and pro

ducing a most happy change in the church.

Where is the infidel who after this will dare

to lift his head ? The separation ofthe Jews

from all other people, has been a long and

constant evidence of the truth of revelation ;

but their conversion to the Christian faith

must carry conviction home to every bo

som.

The circumstances of the world at this

day might be mentioned as being favour

able to the diffusion of true knowledge.

Commerce between nations is very exten

sive. The calamities which will fall upon

some nations will bring them at last to fe
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rious reflection ; and those who escape from

these calamities to distant countries will carry

with them, the principles of religion, and

prepare the way for its propagation. In

short, all things considered, we have reason

to believe that scenes shall soon be disclosed

highly interesting to the church, and inti

mately connected with her most glorious

state upon earth.

This subject affords ground to Christians

for support, for prayer, and for encourage

ment in their endeavours to advance the in

terests of religion.

f 1. It affords ground for support. In times

ofpublic distress, and when iniquity abounds,

it keeps the mind from sinking to look for

ward to what is foretold concerning the

prosperity of the church, and which will

certainly be fulfilled. The fulfilment may

be delayed, we may be mistaken as to the

time and manner, but the counsel of God

standeth sure. We know that he hath fre-

. Y
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quently interposed for the- relief of his

church at the season of her greatest need.

God is -in the midjl of her; Jhe JhalL not be

moved: God Jhatl help her, and that right

early.

2. It affords ground for prayer. Whe

ther we immediately expect a night of dark

ness and affliction, or whether that the day

will soon break, we mould be much and

earnestly engaged in prayer. This is a duty

to which we are especially called; and were

different denominations to appoint times,

and to join in one society for that purpose,

it would be a token for good. Why mould

we be so one another as heathen-men and

publicans ? All who are sincere, mean the

fame thing, and they have one common in

terest. By uniting in prayer, not only at

the fame time, but in the fame assembly,

they would offer a sacrifice acceptable to

God, and he would pour out a blessing.*

* When this was ready for the press, there was handed

me " an invitation to thepiinisters and churches of every
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Prayfor the peace of Jerusalem : they JhalL

prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy

walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions fakes, I

will now fay, ^ Peace be within thee. Be-

" Christian denomination throughout the United States,

" to unite in "an attempt to carry into execution the

" Humble attempt of President Edwards to promote ex-

" plicit agreement'and visible union of God's people in

" extraordinary prayer for the revival of religion, and

" the advancement of Chri/l's kingdom on earth," &c.

This invitation came from a number of ministers as

sembled at Lebanon ; and in the execution of the plan it

was proposed, " that the ministers and churches of every

" Christian denomination should be invited to maintain

" public prayer and praise accompanied with such in-

" struction from God's holy word as might he judged

" proper, on every first Tuesday of the four quarters of

" the year : beginning with the first Tuesday of January

" 1795, at two o'clock afternoon, if the plan of concert

" should then be ripe for a beginning—and so continu-

" ing," &c.

This plan I most heartily approve, and consider it as a

token for good. It would have happy effects too, if those

of different denominations, where it is convenient, would

assemble together, or form themselves into societies for

prayer. *
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cause of the house of the Lord our God, I will

seek thy good.

Lastly, We are encouraged by this

subject in the use of our endeavours to ad

vance the cause of Christ in the world. No

Christians have so much in their power as

we have. We enjoy peace and religious

liberty? For what hath God given us

these ? Why were we separated from the

old world, before it was distracted and torn

with the present wars ? In our former con

nection we must have been exposed to great

molestation, and what is worse, we mult have

taken part in a deteslable war. Now we

see tyranny receive his death-wound, and

have nothing to fear except that the monster

in his despairing and convulsive throes in

jure our infant republic.

If amendments in our national constitu

tion be necessary, experience will point

them out, and wisdom will direct to seek

them in the mode provided by the constitu

tion itself. If at any time an act deemed
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• unjust and oppressive be passed by the le

gislature, the voice of reasonable petition

and remonstrance will be heard ; or, if not

heard, there will be redress in a change of

the representation, whenever the majority of

the people signify their pleasure. No

greater security can be devised than by con

fiding the power to representatives freely

chosen. The laws are thus enacted by the

people themselves, and every just ground

of complaint is removed. If a small part of

the community be permitted to resist the

execution of a law, nothing but anarchy and

confusion will ensue ; for it is an established

principle in all free governments, that the

will of the majority ought to prevail. May

we not hope that America shall Hill be pre

served from foreign invasion as well as the

more dreadful evil .of internal discord, and

exhibited as a pattern to other nations ? Is

not here the treasure hid in the field ? The

woman fed in the wilderness ? While other

nations improve on our form of civil go

vernment, maywe not indulge the fond

hope of drawing the plan and setting the
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example of a Catholic church ? Who knows

but it is to begin with us, and the influence

to be extended abroad ? Who knows but

those corruptions and divisions which have

so long disgraced Christians, shall here be

buried for ever, and that many of us shall

fee for ourselves this gleam of light pre

vious to the effulgence of day ? God hath

put the precious opportunity into .our

hands, O that he may put it into our hearts !

The union of profefling Christians here can

give civil government no alarm, for they

disclaim all interference, and ask nothing

but the enjoyment of unalienable rights.—

But if, O thou most High, it is thy will that

during our abode below, we must weep at

the remembrance of Zion, and hang our

harps upon the willows, hear our prayers,

countenance our endeavours, and when we

have fulfilled thy pleasure on earth, bring

us to reign with Christ in heaven.



APPENDIX.

The sentiments contained in the fore

going Discourses would, probably,have been

published in the form of essays, had suffi

cient leisure been allowed from the duties

of the pulpit. Nothing, however, which

tends to represent Christianity in a just light,

and to promote the general welfare of the

church, can be deemed unsuitable ir\ a

minister to deliver to his people, and for

them to hear. While the essential doctrines

and precepts ofreligion are the great themes

of a Christian preacher, he ought to give his

hearers enlarged views of that spiritual so

ciety of which Christ is the Head ; and to
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teach them the relation which all believers

sustain to Him and to one another. Such

views will destroy a contracted and uncha

ritable disposition, increase in estimation the

glorious plan of redemption, and advance

true morality and happiness.

It has appeared to me that God in his

providence is removing in other countries,

the obstructions to the purity and success of

the gospel ; that he has already, in a great

measure, removed them in this country ; and

that, therefore, we are called to improve

the opportunity in rectifying whatever is

amiss, and in restoring, as far as we can,

union among the professors of religion. The

necessity has appeared the more urgent

from the late prevalence and impudence of

infidelity. Some will fay, that we ought to

contend for every thing held and practised

in our churches ; but, in my opinion, if we

would effectually defeat the adversaries,

we must choose only such ground as is

tenable. Some will fay again, that if we

once begin to relax, we know not where we
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will stop ; that we will be led away far

from the truth, and religion will then lan

guish and die ; but, of this there can be no

danger, if the leading- doctrines be pre

served, and mutual forbearance exercised.

To strive about the peculiarities of denomi

nation, is bigotry and not orthodoxy, it is

party spirit and not a holy zeal.

There are doctrines, however, which

cannot be surrendered without totally over

turning the Christian religion. The exa

mination of Mr. Paine's Age of Reason, by

Gilbert Wakefield of England, I consider

as having a more pernicious tendency than

the Age of Reason itself. If Christianity be

whs^Mr. Wakefield represents it, it is not

worth defending, and indeed it is incapable

of defence. When I find him asserting, that

" to acknowledge Jesus Christ to be God,

" and the holy Spirit to be God, is a funda-

" mental violation of all theology;" that

f; the immaculate conception of Jesus by

Z
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" the holy Spirit constitutes no essential ar-

" tide of* his creed ;" that " the whole fable

" of the devil and his angels, with all its

«{ terrific appendages, has been gratuitously

" fabricated by the sons of superstition ;"

that " the transactions recorded in the Bible

" are, in a variety of instances, to be con-

" sidered in the fame light with those of all

" other histories ; namely as aggravated and

" disguised in a thousand instances ;" and

when I find him joining with Mr. Paine in

sneering at the history of Jonah ; I cannot

but consider his defence of Christianity

weak, if it may not be called insidious. It

is in vain to dispute the foregoing points

with him, because we know not what parts

of scripture he receives, and what he re

jects. In short, I have been exceedingly

disappointed in this performance, and hold

the author, as a divine, in much the fame

estimation with Mr. Paine himself; for it

"appears impossible to draw a line between

his plan and downright deism. Christianity I

Thou art safe from all the attacks of opea
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.enemies, and tne more dangerous wounds of

pretended friends. If ever these lines come

to the sight of Mr. Wakesield, they will let

him know, thatt though with him, I con

tend for the rights of man, believe that re

formation in the church is necessary, and

am opposed to all national establishments of

religion, yet I would not for ten thousand

worlds, in removing the " incrustation" in

jure the " diamond."—I shall now subjoin

a few things on the subject of union which

could not be conveniently inserted in the

discourses themselves, and which would

have too much burdened the notes.

As to union I will be asked, Is it de

sirable? Is it practicable? And how far

ought it to extend ? Or, what ought to be

the precise form of it ? Though these ques

tions are answered in the discourses, yet it

may be proper to be a little more expli

cit.

1. Union is desirable. This is nofin^u-

lar opinion of mine. It has been received

-
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from the beginning. In the history of the

church, we find that the wisest and best men

have ever wished and attempted to accom

plish union. At the Reformation much

pains were taken for this purpose; and in

Great Britain, measures- have been pursued

to accommodate differences between the

conformists and non-conformists. The de

sire of brevity will not allow me to point

out the particular instances. The nature

of the church, the frequent injunctions of

holy writ, and the benefits resulting from

union, all conspire to show that it is desir

able. The use which infidels have ever

made of the divisions of Christians^ loudly

call upon us to remove this great of

fence.

2. Union is pra61icable. It is not prac

ticable in some circumstances, and the hin-

derances of it have been mentioned; but

these are now removed in this country, ex

cepting our own prejudices and imaginary

interests. It is certainly practicable, because
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it has been effected between different deno

minations, and exists at this very day.

3. I shall answer the question, How

far union ought to extend, or what ought to

be the precise form of it,, by stating the

plans which have been already adopted.

Before I mention what has bien done

in this country, let me mention the unity

which is preserved between the Dutch'and

Walloon churches in Holland. On account

of a difference of language, the national

synod of Dort determined in Art. 51. " that

" the Dutch and Walloon churches shall have

" their distinct consistories, classical assem

blies, and particular synods." Art. 52, runs

thus ; " It is notwithstanding judged proper

" that in those cities where the abovcmen-

" tioned Walloon churches are, some ministers

" and elders of both descriptions mould

" assemble together monthly, in order to

" preserve unity, and mutual good corref-

" pondence, and as much as possible, ac-

" cording to circumstances, with counsel to

1
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" assist each other." Here we see churches

having distinct judicatories, maintaining a

general bond of union ; some from both

assembling together at stated times, for the

express purpose of" preserving unity," and

" with counsel to assist each other." The

famous synod of Dort thought union de

sirable, and they have given us, in this cafe,

a wife and pra6iicable plan ; have shown us

that churches may be connected and enjoy

a friendly correspondence, while in other

refpe6ts they remain entirely distinct.

Those who would impress on our minds the

idea, that to form an union it is necessary to

blend or mix the denominations together,

either do not understand the thing, or wish

to miflead.the unwary.

In this country, an union ofthe Associate

and, Reformed Prcstjyteries took place in

the year 1781. The difference between

these denominations was very inconsider

able, and they formed a perfect union un

der the name of " The Associate Reformed

/'Synod." Reasonable , as this union was.
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there were a few who would not unite, but

formed themselves into a separate society,

and have since imported an accession from

abroad. At the head of this schism, as is

frequently the cafe, were some ministers, I

think two, who are industrious in making

proselyte's, and console themselves with the

notion of keeping faith alive on the earth.

The union between the Associate Reform

ed, theDutch Reformed, and the Presbyterian

Synods, began in the year 1 785. The bond of

union, was a convention, consisting of dele

gates from each ofthe churches, to meet once

every two years. This convention possessed

only the power of counsel and advice. Hav

ing met once every year until the year 1790,

the convention has been from that time dis

continued. Here again, we find three de

nominations judging a brotherly correspon

dence to be desirable, and adopting a plan

for its execution. Though it has been sus

pended, yet there is no reason to believe that

union was impracticable, or that some bet

ter plan might not have been devised. The

-
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three churches are so nearly alike in doc

trine and form of church-government, that

there is nothing external to hinder the best

understanding, and the most friendly cor

respondence between them.

Much more successful has been the ac

commodation of a greater difference be

tween the Presbyterian church and the Con

gregational churches in New England. The

clergy of these formerly held an annual con

vention, which was interrupted by the con

fusions of the war. It appears by the printed

extracts from the minutes of the General As

sembly of thePresbyterian church,that iniygo

they expressed a " peculiar desire to renew and

" strengthen every bond of union between

'•' brethren so nearly agreed in doctrine and

" forms of worship as the members of the

congregational and presbyterian churches

" evidently are," and resolved to invite the

congregational churches to renew their cor

respondence. The Assembly farther ap

pointed a committee to take the most ef

fectual measures for obtaining the proposed
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object. In 1791, this Committee reported

progress, and " proposed three modes of

* correspondence for consideration, viz.

tf 1st. By letter from a committee of this

K body, with a committee of the gene

s' ral association of Connecticut. 2d. By re-

w viving a convention similar to one which,

" subsisted between those bodies before the

" late war. 3d. By sending delegates reci-

" psocally from each body, who shall sit in

*e their respective meetings." Another com

mittee was then appointed to consult with

ministers from the New England churches,

"and to determiner oir itrdi- plan of cor-

" refpondence and intercourse as shall ap-

«< pear eligible." In the mean time, this

measure was laid before the General Asso

ciation of Connecticut, that they might be '

prepared to meet with the Committee. In

1792, the plan agreed upon in a convention

of the two bodies, was reported and adopt

ed, the printed extract of which is as fol

lows;

A a
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" Considering the importance of union

and harmony, in the Christian church, and

the duty incumbent on fall its pastors and

members to assist each other, in promoting,

as far as possible, the general interest of the

Redeemer's kingdom ; and considering fur

ther, that divine Providence appears to be

now opening the door for pursuing these

valuable objects, with a happy prospect of

success, ,

. *« This convention are of opinion, that it

will be conducive to these important pur

poses— :..'".

" That ajlanding committee ofcorrespond

ence, be appointed in each body, whose duty

it shall be, by frequent letters, to communi

cate to each other, whatever may be mutual

ly useful to the churches under their care,

and to the general interest ofthe Redeemer's

kingdom. , ■

" That each body mould, from time to

time, appoint a committee, consisting of
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three members, who shall have a right to sit

in the others general meeting, and make

such communications as shall be directed

by their respective constituents, and delibe

rate on such matters as shall come before the

body; but mall have no right to vote. .

" That effectual measures be mutually

taken to prevent injuries to the respective

churches, from irregular and unauthorised

preachers.

" To promote this end, the convention

judge it expedieni^that^eszery preacher,

travelling from the limits of one of these

churches into those of the other, mall be

furnished with recent testimonials, of his re

gular standing and good character as a

preacher, signed by the moderator of the

Presbytery, or association, in which he re

ceived his license, or, if a minister, of his

good standing and character as such, from

the moderator of the Presbytery, or asso

ciation where he last resided, and that he

shall, previously to his travelling as a

1
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preacher into distant parts, further receive

a recommendation, from one member, at

least of a standing committee to be hereafter

appointed by each body, certifying his good

qualifications as a preacher. 1

" Also, that the names of this standing

committee shall be mutually communicated,

and also that every preacher travelling, and

recommended as above, and submitting to

the stated rules of the respective churches,

shall be received as an authorised preacher

of the gospel, and cheerfully taken under

the patronage of the presbytery, or associa

tion, within whose limits he shall find em

ployment as a preacher : And,

" That the proceedings of the respective

bodies on this report, be communicated to

our brethren of the congregational and pres-

byterian churches throughout the states."

These two denominations have acted on

this plan until the present year, when we

find this amendment proposed on the part
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of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

church : " On motion, ordered, that the

" delegates appointed from the General Af-

" fembly to the General Association of Cori-

" necticut propose to the Association, as an

" amendment to the articles of intercourse

" agreed upon between the aforesaid bodies,

" that the delegates from these bodies, re-

' '** fpectively, shall have a right, not only to

" sit and deliberate, but also to vote, in all

" questions which shall be determined by

" either of them." This amendment, I am

informed, has been cheerfully agreed to^on

the part of the General Association of Con

necticut.

Here then is another plan of union ; one

. which appears to hav.e been digested with

great care, bears evident marks of wisdom,

and is found happy in its operation. Du

ring the whole negociation, no- secrecy is

observed, but their transactions are publish

ed to the people, that they might know and

judge. The greatest care is taken to pre

vent the introduction of irregular preachers,



*94 APPEND I X.

and the two denominations repose such con

fidence in each other, that ministers duly re

commended, are respectively received into

their pulpits. There appears no suspicion,

that bane of friendship ; no saying, Stand by

thyself, come not near to me, for I am holier

than thou. They seem to have remembered

what the Apostle John has said concerning

a certain Diotrephes; / wrote unto the-

church : but Diotrephes, -who loveth to have

the pre-eminence among them, receivethus not.

Wherefore ifI come, I will remember his deeds

which he doeth, prating againfl us with

malicious words. The ministers receiving

one another respectively into their pulpits,

and the delegates having a right respective

ly to vote in the judicatories, will draw the

bands of love close, and the union promises to .

bebeneficial and lasting. It is in vain to fay,

that we are united in love, when we have no

confidence in one another; and no man

will be long pleased in attending a judica-

tory, when he has no share in managing the

business.
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Perhaps the above plan is what should

have been adopted by the Dutch Reformed,

the Associate Reformed, and the Presby

terian Synods. Their union has hitherto

failed, because they have not come near

enough. Let me repeat, that a blending or

mixing of the denominations is not neces

sary ; but surely, if we love one another, if

we be agreed,we ought to testify it in some

proper manner. A convention was only a

previous step, and no other steps being

taken, it naturally ceased. Why should

Christians come together, unless to promote

harmony and .fellowship? If they meet only

to tell their mutual jealousies, and to con

tend for matters of separation, they will

part worse friends than when they met. Let

me fay once for all, that the difference be

tween these denominations is so trifling, or

rather it is nothing, that they may, and

ought to unite in some general bond ; while

each denomination may remain distinct, and

every society enjoy the labours of its own

ministers, retain its estate, and whatever

privileges and peculiarities belong to it. If
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such an union, however, be effected, it must

be on a- different plan from what has yet

been attempted. It must be on the plan last

stated; for it is the greatest absurdity to

think of union, while men will hold no

Christian and ministerial communion .with

one another. It is butjustice to fay, that the

Presbyterian ministers, whenever oppor

tunity offers, invite the Dutch ministers in

to their pulpits. The Author has repeated

ly preached at the invitation of Presbyterian

ministers when abroad, and has been earnest

ly invited by a minister of the Associate Re

formed church i but in uu instance has he

thought it expedient to return the compli

ment, though well assured that the ministers

ofthese persuasions are as orthodox and zea

lous as those of his own. Where is brother

ly love ? Where is union ? Should not some

correspondence in this respect be esta

blished?' -

r f

I shall produce now an instance of

union far more extensive than any which

has been mentioned; I mean " The New
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York Society for promoting Christian know

ledge and piety." This society consists at,

present of not less than seven different de

nominations, viz. Episcopalians, Methodist-

Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Dutch Presby

terians, Scotch Presbyterians, Lutherans,

and Moravians. According to the consti

tution, " persons, of all Christian denomi-

" nations, may be elected members." It may

be said, that this is an union of individuals

and not of churches. But are not churches

composed of individuals ? Are not here per

sons of various sentiments united in one

body; and why may not the union be ex

tended? Besides, the society may be called

a church. The meeting is opened and

closed with prayer. The object of the in

stitution is " to distribute the holy scriptures

" and other religious books among the

"poor; to assist missionaries in diffusing

" gospel knowledge," &c. Wherein does

the object of a church differ from this ? And

if it does, can we fay, that persons may form

a social union to promote Christian know-

B b
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ledge and piety among others, and not

among themselves i-fe-wjt-here a joint en-

- deavour to "advance the interests of the

" blessed Redeemer's kingdom ?"

It is likewise remarkable, that the mem

bers of this society subscribe what is equal

to* a confession of faith. By the 7th Article

of the constitution, they are " to procure

" and disperse such tracts as tend to incul-

cate the doctrine of the sacred Trinity ;

" the depravity and condemnation of raan-

M kind by original and actual sin ; their re-

" covery by thp mpri tojyous life, sufferings,

" and death of the adorable Redeemer; the

" sanctification of the soul by the operations

" of the holy Ghost ; the blessings and effi-

" cacy of the sacraments of the Christian

church; the necessity of holiness of heart

" and practice; the certainty of a future

" state of eternal happiness or misery," &c.

Here is a good confession, and proves- what I

have asserted, that the generality of Chris

tians are agreed in all the essential articles

of faith ; and that were they to confine
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themselves to these, and not unwarrantably

extend them, a foundation for union would

appear.

I would add something more, I would

address both clergy and laity on the subject

of union, but this Appendix is already too*

long. As to some denominations which

have been particularized, it is my unshaken

opinion, that they ought to unite ; and I

think that even an union of greater extent is

desirable and practicable ; yea, that it will

in process of time take place. A general

convention might Jh/^propofed and the at

tempt made. Prejudices and interests may

withstand it for awhile, but they must at last

yield to reason and truth. I have deliver

ed my sentiments with great freedom and

sincerity. They may not escape animad-

1 versions, and that too from some with whom

I should deem it an unhappiness to differ.

I have no party purpose, no worldly interest

to seek ; but having believed, I have there

fore spoken. Great as my attachment is to
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the denomination to which I belong, and

ever studious to promote thrir spiritual be

nefit, I consider them as part of the Catho

lic church, and all the saints as one body in

Christ, and every one members one ofanother.

THE END.




