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PREFACE.

THE following Dufcourfes were begun in the
Month of April laft. Several Circumflances
 have concurred to prevent their Appearance be-
fore now. They treat of Subjecls mot ufualin
the Pulpit,and the Formof Effays would rather
have been chofen, had Leifure admitted. They
have been correéled in a _few Places fince they
were delivered, and the whole of the Notes have

been added.

The Author never defpaired of the Succe/s
of the French Revolution; and the Events which
Jave taken Place during the Summer, confirm
him tn the Opinion that civil Liberty will uni-
ver/fally prevail, and that God is preparing the
Way for the Introduttion of a glorious Scene
upon Earth. No political Sentiments are ad-

Jun2sioor A0 A8E e, .2



v PREFACE.

vanced except thofe which feemed to be inti-
mately connelled with the Profperity of the
Church. Chriftians, as fuch, ought-not to in- -
terfere with civil Government; -and civil Go-
_vernment ought mot to . interfere with them,
farther than to afford general Proteion. The
Church and the State will flowrifh befi when both
attend wholly to their peculiar Concerns. )

The Author’s principal View is to call the
Attention of profeffing Crrrftians in this Coun-
try to the Situation in which Providence hath
placed them; to urge them to .correél formér
Miftakes, to lay afide old Prejudices to remouve
Stumbling-blocks out of the Way of -Infidels,
and to unite in the Bonds of Love. :

NEw - YORK, SEPTEM&ER 26, 1794.
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DISCOURSE L

SIGNS orfr Tue TIMES.
===4s:@===n
MATTHEW xi 3

CAN YE NOT DISCERN THE SIGNS OF THE
Times ?

THESE were the words of Jefus Chrift-
to the Pharifees and Sadducees, when they -
alked him for & fign from Heaven. We
find, that the Jews frequently fought this
from him; and they referred either to fome
particular fign which they expefted the
Mefliah  would give, or to fome greater
~ miracle than what he had yet performed.
Our Lord, inftead 02 gratifying their curis
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Qﬁ;y, {howed them, that-they had fufficierit

evidence of his divine miffion, and that
“they were as attentive and honeft in obferv-
"mg this, “as they ‘were in ébferving the figns
In nature, they could not fail of a juft con-
‘clufien. When it is evening, ye fuy, It will.
be fair weather ; forthe fhyis red : And in
the morning, It will be foul weather to-day ;
for the fhy is red and lowring. O ye hypo-
“crites! ye can difcern dhe'fite of the fky ; bul
.can ye not difcern the figns of the times 2 £
as though he had faid, certain figns in the
Heaven for_étél the ftate of the weather, and
you carefully remark them; why can you
not difcern, by the figns which now appear,
who I am, and what are the prefent times?
Does not your negligence betray your un-
belief and hypocrify ? Are not the prophe-
cies fulfilled in me ? Is not my dorine dr-
vine? Do not my works witnefs for me, the
very works which it was foretold that the _
Meﬂiah {hould perform ?

Tae requeft of the Phanf’ees antf Saddu~
cees being unreafonable, and made with an
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evil'intention, our Lord feverely reproved%
them, and’ direéted them -to attend to the -
_ﬁgns which were plainly to be feen.. Ipur-
pofe, my brethren, to difcufs the words with -
a peculiar regard to the day in which we-
now live, and to-inquire, what are the ﬁgné
“of thefe times. The difcourfe is mtended as..
introdutory to fome othiers..

- Every perfon who -refléfs at all, mufk
fee, that the moft extraordinary events are
taking plaee, and is naturally led to think
on their connetion and conféquence. He
who believesin a divine revelation, ponders -
in his own mind, whether fome of the pro~‘
Ehemes arenot now fulfilling, and‘the way
preparing for the general {pread and fuccefs
of the everlafting gofpel! That this is, in<
deed, the cafe, hie cannot doubt, in however
great darknefs the time and the manner may
be involved. Before I mention the- fig igns,
and what they manifeft at-this day, let me. -
make a few obfervations concerning the na«
ture and interpretation of the prophecies.
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o1 THE fulfilment of the prophecxes is
one of the ftrongeft proofs-of a divine reve-
lation. If it can be thown, that events have
been foretold, and Parucularly defcribed in
Scnpture many ages before they came to
“pafs, itis an irrefiftible proof of thetruth
of the Scrrpture for only God could have-
forefeen thefe events, and they mu{’c have
been predi@ted by men infpired of him.
Fhe friends of revelation cagnot more effec-
tually eftablifh its authority, thap by giving
a hiftory of the prophecies, together with
 the eventsin which they have been fulfilled,
This has been done by bl(hop Newton, in
his cxcellent dlifertatxons So well are mﬁ-
dels aware of this, thag it. hgs heen alledged,
that the pxophemes were written after the
events; a fuppoﬁuon dlfgovenpg 1gnorance
a,nd mahce, and whlch events,yet to _come
will put to etemal fhame I‘he evadence
frqm prophecy 1s cormnually mrreaﬁng, and
w;ll at laft OVerpower, thb ug Luﬁre, all
‘ oppoﬁnon.
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. 2. I7 is not nccc{rary that the propbecies
b;: minytely underftood yntil they be ful-
ﬁlled ‘It is enough that events have beeq
foretold ; and it an{wcrs evety purpofe for
conﬁrmmg revelauon,thqygh we be unable,
in the mean time, to interpret them fo ac-
curately, and apply them fo certainly, as to
remove every difficulty, and elucidate every
ciccumflance. At the completion,thefe will
appear clearly,and perhaps-meawill wonder,
- how they fheuld have fo .mush mifappre-
bended them.  There is, indesd, a diving
wifdom .in: congsaling past,: as the agests
thus aft freely, and aresofien found, eon+
trary 10, thieis defiges, to m:omphfh the: wxli
of God. ’ . -

‘ Wm;wwss, F?‘?Wf?’??; e are noi guids
qd by. plaip Scriptyre, we do no morg than
- gonjeéture.. . Oyr buﬁpq{.\ }§.Rot to prophf:v
¢y, put modelly to' inwerpret what is;obyi;
ouﬂy revealed, . How. many. learned aod:
pious men have framed interpretations.
which time has fhown to be entirely erro-
neous ! Some have dated the fall of Anti-
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chrift fo far back, that the period is elaplEd’--
and others carry it fo far-forward, that none-
of us fhall live to fée it. We are fure‘that
the firlt were mlﬁaken, and time muft prove
or dlfprm’e the oplmon of’ the laﬁ '

© g TuoucHa p“i'ophecy may not be fully
underflood until the event come, yet the
nearer we approach to the evernt, the more
will the prophecy be unfolded. - Former
miftakes are correéted; new: fcenes arife, hew
wheels in the great wheel of Providence are
moved ; and though we cannbet, with cet-
tainty; fay which will move next, yet' we
fee more than. thofe who lived before us.
We profit by their light, and even by theisp
errors, and we gain an additional llght ,
None of them forefaw the revolutions which
have been'in our day ; at leaft, they could
have little notion of the way in which God
would effe@® his glorlous defigns. This.
leads me to point out the figns of the pre--
fent times,
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‘THERE are two remarkable ones,of which

1 thall take notice, tagether with their pro-

‘bable fignification, and the duties to which

 they call us as men, and as. profeffing Chrif-
tians, | ‘

'L Tue prevalence of a fenfe of civil Li-
- berty.  We have feen one of the moft pow-
‘erful | nations in the world, which, a few
" years ago, was under an ablolute govern-
‘ment, and loved her {lavery, rife, and, with
an emergy unknown before, break off her
inglorious chains. The monarch whom
fhe adored has been humbled in the duft,
and fhe elevates her view to a government
free in its principles, and equal in its ope-
ration, .,

IT.is true, that in this revolution there
have been afls fhocking to the feelings of .

“human nature, which the enemies of liberty
“have aggravhté_d, and endeavored to turn to _

its difadvantage. Thefe were to be expeét-
©d from'the former flate of ;thé nation, from
the treacherous oppofitien within,and from
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the cruel- oppolition of tyrants Without.

They are to bé fincerely regretted, but are

neithet juft arguments dgaihft the goodnefs
- of the canfe, nor évidences that order and
freedom will not, in time, be eftablifhed.
To rehearfe, in mournful accents, the fcenes

of diftrefs exhibited now in Franée, and to,

havé no tears to ffed for the former mifery
of the nation, and the ruéfil deeds of ty-
ranny throughout the world, betraysammd
extremely difingenubus émd‘bafe " The fky
is red and lowrmg, but theé fus will foon’
160k forth,and fait weather fucceed the foul
Afterthe concufﬁbn of the elements the air
will become-more pure feréue and balmy

Is not the prevalence of c1v1l leefty a
ﬁgn that this is neceflary, in order to the
relgn of nghteoufnefs and peace ? 'Where
is the nation which foft its civil; and preferv=
ed its religious liberty ¢ P Dobs’ not the one -
always rife or fall with the other ? Hag riot
- the power'which kings have enjoyéd, occa-

fioned coritinual jealoufies and wars on the
carth ? Has not their ambition, avarice, or

!
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luxury rendered them oppreffive to their
fubjeéts, and dangerous to their neighbors ?
It would feem, then, that the rights of man
muft be afferted as preparing the way for
the pure and peaceful religion of Chrift.

HituerTo Liberty has in general been
{upprefled by tyrants, and confined to {mall
corners of the earth ; but now the fpreading
flame baffles their utmoft efforts. The re-
volution in France has produced a combi-
nation the moft bold, wicked, and foolifh,
thaf ever exifted in the world ; bold, becaufe
it oppofes itfelf to a nation fo determined in
principle, and fo abundant in refource ;
wicked, becaufe it intermeddles in another’s
affairs, and is a war againft Liberty ; and
foolifh, becaufe it muft be unfuccefsful, dif=
graceful, and ruinous. The only appear-
ance that France might fail in eftablifhing
her Liberty, arofe from-internal divifions
and commotions ; but the combination of
foreign powers has given her ftrength and

B N
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vigour. External preflure has made herin-
ternal union the more. firm.

Wxo fhall fop the current of the tide ?
Who fhall {ay to the waves of the fea, peace,
be ftill ? And yet they may as foon effett

thefe,as quench the fire of enthufiafm which =~

glows in the breafts of more than twenty
millions. Noristhis all. The very attempt
will haften their own downfall, and make
it the more terrible. - As a huge ftone caft
_1nto water v1olently agitates it, and fucccf-
five circles touch the fartheft {hore, fo the
convulfion in France will fhake all nations ;
revolution will, probably, follow revoluti-
on, until all be régenerated; until all learn,
. that government was inftituted, not for the-
aggrandizement of a few, but for the ge-
neral benefit ; and until they know, that
the moft High ruleth in the kingdom of men,
.and giveth it to whomfoever he will.

~ To advance thefe fentiments would, in
fome countries, coft me my liberty, or my
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dife. Happily, in this country, we can think
« and att for ourfelves. We {mile at tyrams,
and defy their rage. o

oy

You will not, my. brethren, Judge what
1s now faid to be improper, when you con-
fider the infeparable conneftion between
civil and religious Liberty, and that the
prevalence of the one is a fign of the intro-
- duttion of the other ; a fign which you are
called at this day to difcern. Behold Li-
berty firft fecured in America! Behold next
the mighty firuggles of France! and fay,"
whether thefe are not figns, that it fhall uni-
verfally prevail ? The fign of which,

- IL I fhall take notice, is of an extraor-
~ dinary-nature. It is the fpread of deifm, or
infidelity. Though there are, no doubt,
many in France who profefs the Chriftian
religion in confiderable purity, and many

who ftill adhere to the old fuperflition, yet~

- there appears to be a great and open difa-
vowal of all rellglon whatever, There is
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not to be found in their public tranfaflions
any acknowledgment of a fuperintending
Providence. Not only have they difcard-
ed revelation, but, by the moft certain ac-
~ counts, run into downright atheifm ; and,
in this refpeét, exhibit a fpeétacle never feen
before.* This is not mentioned as an ar-.
gument againft the juftnefs of their original
* Since the aboye was written, there has been publifh-
ed a decree of the National Convention, May 8, contain-
ing the following article—¢ Article I. The French peo-
ple acknowledge the exiftence of a Supreme Being, and
the immortality of the foul.”  This fhows, that though
they deny the Chriftian ‘religion, ‘yet they are unwilling
to be reputed fatheifts ; and that there_is- more religion
among the people of France than her enemies allow. The
fentiments of the people, and the reproaches of enemies,
probably led the Convention to make this declaration.—
The decree, however, -may be confidered as a bad prece-
dent ; for if government once begin to interfere with re-
ligious belief, there is no end, This the Frénch onght
not, on their own pnncxples, to do, and it is hoped,
that they will not.  All that any government has to do, is
to fectire and protet its citizens, leaving every one, in

satters-of religion, to believe and a& according to the
light of their own minds. -

N

[
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caufe, or the probability of its final fuccefs.
They who would'thus conftrue it, do not
confider, that God often accomplifhes his
purpofes by his enemies, and in ways which
are incomprehenfible by us.

SoME conftantly produce this irreligion
as a formidable objetion, who are little bet-
ter themfelves. If the Sadducees faid that
there was neither angel, nor refurrettion, ror
Jpirit; the Pharifees, under the cloak of
{anétity, committed the greateft villainies.

~When we hear of courts {aying that their
religion is in'danger, they mean their hier-
archies or ecclefiaftic eftablifhments ; for, as
to the pure {pirit of Chriftianity, it is feldom’
known among: them. The nation which
they abufe, are no greater infidels than,
themfelves, fave that they wear no mafk,
but openly appear what they are. It is re-~
markable that our Saviour pointed his
fharpeft reproofs, and denounced his moft
terrible woes againft the Scribes and the,
Pharifees ; perfons who had corrupted the
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word of God by their traditions, and made
religion fubferve their worldly interefis*.

- * It is well-known, that fome who cry out againft the
French for their irreligion, are themfelves avowed infi-
dels, or fcandaloufly immoral in their lives. In Britain
many of the court have been, arid now are deifts, who
comply with rites of religion which they do notbelieve,
and which they ridicule. Perhaps the writings of Chel-
terfield alone, have done more injury to the morals of
mankind, than the wrmngs of Voltaire, and allthe French
phllofophers o

Thefe ‘words of an author, lately banifhed to Botany
Bay, are not more fevere than true: « The religion of
« fome men, like the Sodom apple, is fair withaut, but
« rotten at the core.  The ftriQeft attention to the cere-
““ monies . of religion is. perfetly .compatible with the
« groffeft violation of the duties of morality 5-and examples
‘¢ are not wanting among kings themfelves, who chant
*¢ their morning orifons to the groans of their people, and
« who, with pious profanation, uplift thofe hands to the
¢¢ throne of mercy, whicl'-are flill reeking with the blood
«of their fubjeQis. 1a one fenfe indeed, the war may be
* truly called 2 war of religion ; for it refembles the Cru-
«¢ fades in the madnefs of the- principle, and in the cruelty
“ of the perfecution.” I know nothing of the chara@er
of this man [GErRRALD] but from his being fent to Botany
Bay I fufpe@ him to be of extraordinary virtue.

“
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- ATt the fame time, my brethren, as we
would not juftify any political exceffes inl
France, fo flill lefs the daring impiety. The
vain imaginations of infidels are to be la- -
mented and pitied. The frenzy cannot laft
long. Soon as the defign for which a wife
God hath permitted it, is anfwered, religion -
will return in p’nmmve purity and power.
The old foundation 1is demohfhmg, that a
better may be laid. When the wood, hay, and
_ffubble which compofed the monftrous ftruc-
ture is-burnt up, there will appear in ge-
nuine Chriftianity what all the furnaces of
hell cannot confurne,norall its {moke tarnifh.

‘BuT, what does this prevalence of infide-
lity denote? Is it any fign to profefling
Chriftians? Is it not a fign that the Chrif~
tian religion is loaded with corruptions and,
abufes; that thefe have prejudlced men
agamﬂ; it, and that therefore a reformation
is neceflary ? Let me mention briefly a few
things which have greatly promoted infide-
lity, and by the correftion of which infide-
-lity will be weakened and fall. They may
be difcuffed more fully hereafter.
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1 Txe want of union among the fol-
lowers of Chrift. There are fo many im-

proper divifions and diftinétions as greatly
to injure the common calife. Inftead of

- thefe being healed, they have been en-

couraged; inflead of mutual forbearance
and charity, there have been mutual ftrife
and cenforioufnefs. :

It hasbeen alledged, that the different de-

" nominations are of real advantage, by watch-

ing over and exciting one another. God
hath' no doubt, over-ruled divifions for
good, but this cannot juftify them. We
may not do evil that good may come. Union
is inculcated frequently and in the ftrongeft -
terms, by Chrift and his Apoftles. We are
under folemn obligation to feek it; and
until we do fo, we do not recommend our
profeflion, and remove a great ftumbling-

block out of the way of infidels.

2. THE additions which have been made
to the pure doftrine and worthip of Chrift,
and the infifting upon a compliance with
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them under pain of excommunication. This
has been peciliarly the cafe in popifh coun-
tries, where Chriftianity has become a more
intolerable yoke than the ceremonies of the |
Jewith law. All churches, indeed, have
erred too much in this refpeét, and itis &
natural confequence of theirdivifions. They
muft have fomething to diftinguifh- them,
and if they cannot find it in the word of
God, they willinvent it. When they unite,
thefe things will ceafe ; for they never can
unite on, the dotrines of men which are
various and difcordant ; they muft unite by
recurring to the lively oracles of God.

' g. ANOTHER abufe of Chriﬂianity, and
a principal fource of deifm, is ecclcﬁa{hcal
eftablifhments ; unholy alkiances between
the church and the ftate. Thefe have oc-
cafioned infidels to fay, that religion was
devifed by priefts and princes to awe the
multitude, and increafe their own power.
- It is certain, that wherever particular modes
of worfhip are eftablifhed by civil authority,

c -
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they are litlle better than engines of flate,
and tend to bring religion into contempt.
They make Liypocrites, .and expofe the or-
dinances of, the gofpel to the moft horrid -
proﬁlt‘utlon. When religion is the road to
worldly honours and emoluments, many
will be found to affume the profeffion, and
comply with the prefcribed rites, who are
unprincipled in heart,and profligate in life.

AT the reformation,’ th;)ugh the authori-
ty of the Pope was rejefted, yet eftablifh-
ments were continued ; -and thus a reforma-
‘tion was made only in part. Infome in-
ftances, it was only transferring the power
to another, or giving the church a new vifi-
blehead.* The church needs nothingfrom

.

* ¢« The papal power was at leaft virtually affumed by
¢ the proteftant princes. The deadly womnd, which the
¢ beaft had received in Peter’s chair, was healed up in all
‘“the proteftant thrones.”—¢¢ Finding their own crowrs
¢ confolidated with the mitre, and placed on the head of
¢ the Roman pontiff, they pulled both from his brow at
¢ once, and, without ngm'7 themfelves thie trouble to fe-
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‘the flate but prote&ion; and gives, in re-
turn, good {ubjells, not for wrath, but jfor
confcience fake. '

IN this country there are ftill a few advo-
cates for eftablifhments of fome kind ; but
the moft rejoice, that there are none, and
that the experiment is now making, whether
they have not been unneceflary and dan-
gerous. We beheve thatreligion will flourifh -
more than ever, and that the old.eftablifh-
ments in Europe are a great impediment to

_its progrefs, and a part of the anti-chriftian
fyftem.*

«¢ ver the unfightly mafs, they proceeded to plant it upon .
< thetr own headls.” '‘Graham’s Review of Ecclefiaftical .
Eftablithments. ’ '

* This fentiment will be more fully enforced in a fol-
lowing difcourfe. It is the fame which is exprefled in
{thefe words of the preface to the conftitution of the Re-
formed Dutch Church—¢¢ Whether the church of Chrift
““ will not be more effeCtually patronized in a civil go-
¢ vernment, where full freedom of confcience and wor-
¢ thip is equally prote@ted and infured to all men, and
¢ where truth is left to vindicate her own fovercign au-

Ly
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Ir the things which have been mentioned
are the means of promoting and ftrengthen-
ing infidelity ; if they give a falfe view of
Chriftianity, and furnith with arguments
againft it, then it is the duty of Chriftians
to refify thefe abufes ; and the prefent flood
of infidelity is a fign, that they fhould no
]onger delay the good work. Reformation
is neceffary in the church, as well as in the
civil governments of the world.

THERE is reafon to believe, from pro-
phecy, that when France fhall have reco-
vered her Liberty, and peace has returned,
that pure and undefiled religion fhall pre-
vail ; that when the winter is paft, and the
rain is over and gone, the flowers fhall appear
on the earth, -the time of the finging of birds

«¢ thority and influence, than where men in power pro-
« mote their favorite denominations by temporal emolu-
¢ ments and par'tial difcriminations, will now, ‘in Afheri-
¢ ca, have a fair trial ;5 and all who know and love the
« truth, will rejoice in the profpeé whHich fuch 2 happy
¢ fituation affords for the triumph of the gofpel, and the
« rengn of peace and Iovc
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come, - and “the voice of the turtle be heard in
the land. To this purpofe have thefe words
been interpreted ; And the fame'hour was
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were
Sain of men feven thoufand : and the remnant
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of
heaven. By the earthquake is underftood a
great commotion or revolution in nations ;
by the tenth part of the city, is underftood
France, which was the tenth kin gdom which
gave its power to the beaft at Rome; by its
Jalling, is underftood its withdrawing ‘this
power, or ceafing to form a part of the city; |
men fignify names of men, or men of mame ;
and by feven thowfand being flain, is under«
ftood the abolition of names or titles, or the
deftruétion of thofe who bear them.. This
interpretation, made long fince by feveral
learned and pious men,* is now remarka-

* See Goodwin, Moore, Juricu, Willifon, Gill, and
others. 'Whoever reads the exoofition of this part of pro-
phecy by Goodwin, written 1639, and that by Jurieu,
written 1687, will be furprized to find, notwithftanding
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bly verifying ; and why may we not hope,
that the latter part of the verfe refers to the
revival of religion ? The remmant were af-
Jrighted, and gave glory to theGod of heaven.

Tue conjetture is plaufible, that the two
witnefles, who are to be Kkilled, and their
Wdead bodits to lie tn the firect of the great city,
is now fulfilled, by the comtempt of all re-
gion in France. It is Yo happen the fame

their miftakes in fome finall circamftances, and the peri-
ods which they have fixed, héw exnély.it is fulfilling at
this day. Thefe words of Jurieu, in giving the charac-
ters of Chrift’s reign;, are very remarkable, when we con~
fider what has taken place in France, and feem to def-
cribe the true Liberty and-Equality—< All thofe vain ti- -
“ tles, which'now ferve or ornmament and pride, fhall then
““be vanquithed. Brotherly love fhall make all men equal ;
““ not that all diftin@®ion and all dignities among men fhall
 ceafe. This *ingdom is no anarchy : there fhall be
“ fome to govern, and fome to obey. But government
¢ fhall then be without pride and infolence, without ty-
“ ranny, and without violence. Subje&s {hall obey their
- “rulers with an humble fpirit ; and governors thall rule
¥ their fubje@s with a fpirit of meeknefs and gentlenefs.”
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Aour with the great earthquake. Thoughby
the beaft that afcendeth out of the bottomlefs
pit, and which is to overcome and kill the
witnefles, has been generally underftood the
tyrannical power of Rome, yet this power
is fo much weakened, that it is not eafy to
fee how it thould perform fuch a wosk. This
beaft may well fignify the fpirit of infidelity
that afcendeth out of the bottomlefs pit. The
church of Rome may fill be faid to kill the
witnefles ; for this infidelity is her natural
offspring. The witnefles are to revive after
.three days and an half, thatis, after three
years and an half, or a fhort {pace of time.*

* Jtis an opinjon which has very generally obtained,
that the flaying of the witaefles, from the manner in which
it is mentioned, and becaufe it is faid tp come to pafs
when they fhall have finifbed their teflimony, is fomething
diftin& from their prophefying in fackcloth, and fignifies
a more dreadful perfecution of the church than has yet
been fulfilled. The late Prefident Edwafds, in a treatife
entitled, “ An humble attempt to promote explicit agree-
ment and vifible union of God’s people in extraordinary
prayer for the revival of religion, 8:c.” endeavors to fhow,
with his ufual firength, that thq witnefles were flain pre-

-
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But thefe, with fome other parts of pro-

phecy, may, on fome future occafion, be
~more fully confidered. At prefent, let me
conclude with a few reflettions.

1. LET us not bé difcouraged at the de-
lay-of the accomplifhment of the promifes
of God, or any unfavorable circumftances
which appear. One day is with the Lord as

vious to the reformation. It is alfo faid, that the words
may be rendered, While they fball perform their tefli-
mony. ‘The arguments may- be feen at large in that valu-
able treatife. ‘

- But if any {till think, that the prophecy was not then
~ fulfilled, it is applicable to nothing, which at prefent ap-
pears, fo much as to the great and public difrefpect thown
to the Chriftian religion in France. The Rev.Mr.David
Autftin, in his ¢ Downfall of myftical Babylon,” gives
this likewife as his opinion ; with this addition, that the
two witneffes may fignify, ¢ The fpirit and the word,
with their ufual and outward methods of adminiftration ;”
and that the prefent decline of religion in the world is the
dark period which has been expe@ed, and the time when
the witnefles are flain. At any rate, it is not at all pro-
bable, that popery fhall ever recover ﬂrenﬂth enough to
do what it once did.  *

il

!



Ve

teae T I-M E S. 29

& thoufand yeéz'rs, and a thoufand years as one
_ day. All will come to pafs in the beft way
and time. Out of what we think darknefs
and confufion, light and order will arife.

- Acain, Let us, inftead of curioufly in-

quiring what are the purpofes of God, or
feeking to be wife above what is. written,
diligently attend to what Providence points
out to be our duty. Are we not called, at
this day, to courage and zeal in profefling
and defending the truths of the gofpel ? In,
proportion as impiety grows bold, ought
- not the followers of Chrift to appear openly
in his caufe ? Ought they not cheerfully to

- corrett abufes, and efpecially to fhow, by

the fimplicity and holinefs of their lives, that
the lkingdom of God is not meat and drink ;.
but righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghoft # We know the utmoft firength
of the oppofers of revelation, and we may
confidently challenge them to the field.
Their reign is thort. We afk no gid from
temporal power, fuperftitious fears, and the
D~ .
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prejudices of education ; but venture all on
the diftates of the beft reafon, and the re-
fult of the moft deliberate difcuflion.

AcaiN, Are we not called at this day to
carneft prayer and fupplication to God? Is
he not the hearer of prayer, the refuge to

[ which his people in all times refort ? Let
us, then, plead with him, that every obfta-
cle in the way of the general reception of
the gofpel'may be removed; that he would
defiroy popifh fuperftition, and pagan idola-
try ; and that the earth smay be full of the
knowledge of tha Lord, as the waters cover the

L fea. '

LastLy, Are we not called to acquiéfce
~and rejoice in the divine goverament ? Is
it not wife and juft ? Miferable is the con-
dition of the infidel, but that of the believer
1s full of confolation.. With refpett to his

- private concerns, he knows that all things
Skall worbtogether for his good ; and with refl-
pett to the affairs of nations, he knows that
the moft High doeth according to his will in the
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army of heaver, and among the inhabitants
of the earth ; and none can fay his hand, or
Jay unto him, What doeft thou 2 With what
fervor and affurance may he offer up to his
Father in heaven thefe petitions which our
Lord hath taught us! Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it s in heaven.

o

| .%i%gﬁ.
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J O HN «xviii. 36.

My KincpoM 1s NOT OF THIs WORLD.

THIS is part of that good confeffion which
our Lord witneffed’ before Pontius Pilate.
Having been falfely accufed and condemn-
ed for blafphemy, by Caiaphas, the high-
prieft of the Jews, he was brought to Pilate,
at that time governor of Judea, and accufed
before him of defigns injurious to the Ro-
man government. His accufers determined
on putting him to death, and not having the
power in their own hands, had recourfe to
the {fword of the civil magiftrate. They re-



KINGDOM or CHRIST. g3

prefented him-as one ‘ho was difaffetted to
the prefent authority, and who fet up pre-
tenfions of his own. .

" Our Lord, .when queftioned, acknow-
ledged that he was a king, but declared, that
his kingdom was of fuch a nature as would
not interfere with the rights of Cefar, or
give him any juft occafion of alarm. My
kingdom ts not of this world. Iammnotaking
in the fenfe which the Jews alledge. Iam
not fuch-a king as they expeét the Mefliah
to be. Were this the cale, my claim would
be afferted by fosce; my fervants would fight
againft thofe who have now apprehended
me, and feek my life. My dominion is
wholly {eparate and different from that ex-
ercifed by the kings of this world.

Harry, my brethren, had it been for
mankind, had they attended to this declara-
tion. Chriftianity would not then have been
fo vilely adulterated, it would not have af- -

‘fumed fo diftorted an appearance, and it
would not have been made the occafion of



34 KINGDOM

fo much confufion angd blood-fhed. Happy -
will itbe for mankind, if, after long experi-
ence, they corre@ their miftake asto the
church of Chrift, and no longer attempt to
incorporate it with the ftate. The uniting
civil and ecclefiaftic power in one perfon,
or the blending the Chriftian fyftem with ci-
vil government, formed the beaft at Romes
and, in proportion as the effefts of this de-
cline in the world, we may hope for the
exiftence of true liberty and undefiled reli-
gion. From what we witnefs in our day,
~ the time cannot be far diftant, when rulers
will either learn their folly, and cheerfully
confent to a reformation, og when they fhall
be compelled to relinquifh their ungodly .
ufurpation over the confciences of men. .

NarTionaveftablifhmentsof religion were
faid, in a late difcourfe, to be a. principal '
fource of the infidelity which is abroad, and
the abolition of them was reprefented as an
objett very defirable. . Though in this coun-
try we have no eftablifbments to: lament,
yet we cannot be uninterefted in the welfare
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of the human race ; and the confideration

of this fubje& will afford us relafon, asto
ourfelves, for gratitude and praife.

SHaLL it be faid, that, in afcribing infi-
delity in Europe to a certain caufe, a vindi-
cation of it is attempted ? Be affured, that
infidels will ever fneer until profeffing Chrif-
tians att as they ought. They will never
be perfuaded, that the Chriftian religion is
from heaven, while mixed with the civil
conftitutions of this world. Shall i be faid,

- that the doétrine tends ta kindle the flames
of war ? So far from this, that it removes
what has been the great caufes of warin
every age, and leads to univerfal peace.
‘There can be no reformation without re-
volutions, and revolutions are frequently,
through the corrupt paffions of men, manag-
‘ed with great fiercenefs and heat. Do any
mean, that we ought, without refiftance, to
fubmit to either civil or ecclefiaftic tyranny ?
To this the preacher cannot fubfcribe while
he has a breath to draw, or while the blood
flows in his veins. His creed he impoles on
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no man, let no man impofe his creed on
him. Entitled to protettion from. every
government tq which he demeans himfelf
as a good citizen, he is accountable for his
religious faith and prattice to Jefus Chriit
alone, who is the King of kings, and Lord of
lords. Let us inquire in what refpeéts his
kingdom is not of this world. 3

It is not of this.world in refpelt to its na-
ture ; in refpeét to its fubjels ; in refpett to
its laws ; in refpet to the means of its pro-
motion ; and in refpe@ to its defign, extent,
and duration.

. First, Itis not of this world in refpeét
‘to its nature. It is wholly fpiritual.  Jefus

is, indeed, a king, but his dominion is over

the hearts of men, and he claims none of

the external power, fplendor, and emolu-
- ments of an earthly monarch. -

THE Jews, mifinterpreting ancient pro-‘
phecies, expefted that the Mefliah would
come in great temporal glory, deliver the
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" hation from bondage, and exalt it to a ftate
of profperity above all others. How general
this opinion was, appears from the requeft

of the mother of Zebedee’s children to Chrift
for her two fons ; Grant that thefe my two

Jons may fit, the one on thy right hand, and’

the other on thy left, in thy kingdom. We
find, that his difciples afked him, even after
his refurreétion, Lord, wslt thou at this time
reflore the kingdom to Ifrael & Not until after
his afcenfion, and the miffion of the Holy
Ghott, were they fully inftruéted in the na-
ture of that'kingdom which he had ereted.

4

The greater part of the nation were offénd-

ed at the meannefs of his appearance. To
them Ae had no formmor comelinefs; no beauty
that they fhould defire him ; and Chrift cruci-
fied, is, at thls day, the great flublings
~ block.

~ Nor only have the Jews been miftaken,
‘but thofe who acknowledged Chrift, and

received his dottriné, have not duly confi--

E
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dered the fpirituality of his klngdom. Why
elfe have they ftrove to model it like an
earthly kingdom ? Why have the church
and the ftate been incorporated ? Why has
there been the fame head to both, and obe-
dience enforced by the fame laws and fanc-.
~tions? Why has it been attempted to unite
t.hmgs which cannot be united without def-
troying their very nature ? It was not confi-
dered, that the Chriftian church differs from
any political aflociation whatever. Itisa.
fociety, and, in this general idea, agrees
with civil inflitutions, but it is a foc:ety pe-
culiar and diftinét. Whenever it is made
conformable to a fyflem of civil policy, it
is no longer the true church of Chrift. You
may call it a national church, if you will,
but it has loft the diftinguithing chara@ter-

iftic of the church of Chrift, that is not of
this world.*

* ’The charch is a fociety, wholly diftin in its prm-
¢ ciples, laws, and end, from any which men have ever

¢ inftituted for ciyil purpofes.” Preface to the Conftitu-
* tution of the Reformed Dutch Church.
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Seconpry,  The kingdom of Chrift is
not of this world in refpedt to its fubjeéls.
All who compofe a nation, are the fubjeéts

~of its government, but the church does not
embrace all thefe. - Her fubjefts are only
thofe who make a credible profeflion of
faith in the dofrines, and obedience to the
precepts of Chrift. The real fubjefts, in-
deed, are only thofe who are united to Chrift,
-and have been purchafed by his blood. In
the fight of the church, however, all are to
be accounted fuch, whofe profeflion and
~ praflice are agreeable to the gofpel. Hence
comes the diftinétion of the church vifible
and invifible. As it is the prerogative of
God to fearch the heart, we muft be guided'
by that which is vifible ; and, therefore, we
include in the kingdom of Chrift all his pro-
fefled followers. Thefe, in the judgment
of the church, are not of the world, even as
Chrift is not of the wor Zd they are chofen,
called to be faints. |

HEeRrE, then,is an evident diftin&ion be-
tween the church and the flate, which an
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incorporation of them'takes away. Inana-
tional church, all who comply with certain
rites preferibed by the civil government, are
reputed members of the church, and may
hold offices in the flate ; but if they do not
comply, they are caft out of the chureh,
and deemed unworthy of truft, though they
fhould be of exemplary life, and give every
¢vidence of being loyal fubjefts.* -

It i§ true, that ma;ny who. ar'ev .x#xte'niﬁcm :
of an eftablifhed church, are alfo members
of Chrift’s kmgdom, but thxs 1510 faxr ar-

re

¥ Mzr. Boath, in his # Eflay én the kmg&om afChnt’c »
fays, ¢ The church of England, for m&ancc, inclndes
¢ alf Engh(h fubjeits o of the Bn\u{h crown, .whether they
¢ be moral or proﬂxgate, p10u§ or profane fuch only ex~
¢ cepted, as hrave not been baptized, or as He under a fen«
¢ tence of excommuaicition. - Nay, fo tenacious isthe
¢ Englifh c¢hurch of ‘this. idea, gs fo ¢onfider members
¢ within its pale, who never conﬁdcred themfelves in that
¢ light, For, in certain cafes, well known to the doc-
¢ tors in canon law, proteftant diffénters, and even popith
« recufants, are caft out of its communion—caf# out, with
¢ dreadful penalties annexed, though thev never-acknow=
« ledged themfelvesto be in ! -
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gument in favor of the mixture. It is con-
foundmg two things which are totally - dif-
ferent; it is bringing into*one inclofure the
men of the world, and thofe chofen out of
the world. Who fhall tell whethgr they
obey Chrift, or conform to anaét of legifla-
ture 7 Whether they are moved by love to
the Saviour, or by a thirft after worldly
honor and profit ? How fhall the minifters
of Chrift keep his ordinances from being
profaned ? What are thole to do who can-
not conform without violating their con-
fciences? Are they to be reckoned dogs, not
meet to take the children’s bread, and to be
“deprived even of the rights of citizenfhip ?
There is no end to the abfurdities and mif-
chiefs of this plan. What arrogance in
mortals to fay, that this is the true church,
that thefe are the true members, to the ex»
clufion of all others !

~ Nor is this the worft. Different creeds
and dlﬁ'erent ufages have been - eftablifhed
at different times, and all fan&tioned by hu-~ -
man laws, He who was reckoned a Chrifti-

-
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an at one time, would not be reckoned a
Chriftian at another,* There is what is
ftill worfe. Under the very fame conftitu-
tion of civil government,two different modes
of admiffion to the miniftry, and of worfhip,
.are eftablifhed ; the Epifcopalian and Pref-
byterian ; both of which are lawful, accord-
ing to the ftatutes of the realm ; and yet the
minifters of the fouth will not receive thofe
of the north ; nor can the minifters of the
north receive thofe of the fouth. - Thus the
civil government, determining truth and
falfehood by a geographical line, has, in one
part of the ifland, declared, that epif¢opacy
is the only fcriptural and apoftolical form of
- the church, and thiat all others are {purious;

* An inftance of this occurred immediately after incor-
porationsbegan. ¢ During the firft years of Conftantine’s
“ reign, it was his fovereign will and pleafure; that the
«¢ whole Catholic church fhould believe, that Jefus Chrift
¢ is God fupreme. In the latter part of his reign, it is
¢¢ the fovereign will of the nnpenal court, that the Ca-
« tholic church fhould anathematize her former faith, and
" ¢ curfe her former creeds. ‘Councils were fueceflively

4. called to gratify the whim of the day.” Graham.
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and in another part of the fame ifland, that
prefbyterianifm is the only fcriptural and
apoftolical form, and thatall others are {pu-
rious. Hence what is a virtue in England,
is a crime in Scotland, and what is a virtue
in Scotland, is a crime in England ; for the
infallibility of government has folemnly
pronounced epifcopacy and prefbyteriani{m
to be both true, and both falfe. Whata firik-
ing evidence, that religion is falhioned by
earthly powers merely to {uit their own poli-

cy, and that their condutt is unjuft and ty-
rannical !¥

* « In England, the national church is built on the
¢¢ foundation of the lords and commons, affembled in par:
¢ liament ; his majefty the fupreme head, being the chief
¢ corner-ftone.  Why is epifcopacy the order of the
¢ church of England ¥ Is it not becaufe it is thought to
““ be moft conducive to the political defigns of govern-
¢ ment, ‘in England ? If any demur, we afk, why the
¢ fame Britifh parliament declares it to be their fovereign
¢« will and pleafure, that the national church on the north
¢¢ fide of the T'weed fhould be of the prefbyterian form ?
““ Why cannot thafe who are ordained by the prefbytery
“ be reputed minifters of the chartered*church in South
“ Britain ; and why cannot thofe who are ordained by
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It may be faid, that eﬁabh{hments are
ftill proper, provided thattcleration is glven
to all defcriptions for the free exercife of
their religion. ToreraTion ! For what ?
For the exercife of a right which men never
furrendered, and which it is impoffible- to
take from them. Difmal muft have been
the reign of ignerance and fuperftition,when
it was found neceffary to introduce this
word. Fo toleraté, implies a power to for-
bid. Let the word be forever blotted from:
the vécabulary of Chriftians. I proceed to*
fay, o

Turrory, That the kingdom of Chrift
is not of this world in refpeét to its laws.
The laws of men can regulate only the out{
' ward conduét, but thofe of Chrift reach to
the thoughts and intentsof the heart. The
laws of men affeft only the body oreftate,

¢ the bifhop be éﬁéémed minifters in the religious depart-
- ¢ ment of North Britain  Mult not their office-powers
«in their refpeQtive churghes depend' wholly on the po-
¢¢ litical conftitution of  the countries in which they offi-
¢ ciatc ?” Graham,
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but thofe of Chrift affet the mind. Befides
that civil. government is founded on the
moral law of God, which is written on the
~ hearts of men, and that the Chriftian reli-
gion reveals new truths and enjoins a num-
ber of pofitive inftitutions, there is certain-
ly the greateft folly and impiety in forcing
by penalties, any fyftem ‘of religious faith
and prattice. The underftanding cannot
be compelled to believe, nor the confcience
i}{prove whatever is propofed to it. They
have evidence, the one to yield its
aﬂcnt and the other its approbation.

THE laws of Chrift are no farther com-
pulfory than that they recommend them-
felves to the confcience of every man in the
fight of God. They deter by no bodily
pains, and they allure by no worldly great-
nefs. Admonition, fufpenfion from mem-
berfhip, and excommunication are the
means appointed for reclaiming the fro-
'ward. Penal ftatutes may make confggmilts
and hypocrites, but cannot make tru_eg:ri{-

F
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fians, who are a willing people in a day of
divine power. This leads me to fay,

In the fourth place, That the kingdom of
Chrift is not of this world; in refpet to the
means of its promotion. The propagation,
fuccefs, and univerfal receptlon of the gof-
1pel, do not depend upon any of thofe me-
thods by which earthly monarchs fecure and
extend their dominions.

By fardifferent ways was the Chriftian and
the Mahometan religion propagated‘ Ma:
homet {pread his by vittorious armies, and
by the fame tyranny are its votaries kept in
fub_]e&mn The Chriftian religion prevailed
by its own excellence and the mighty power

of God, though all the: kmgdoms of the
‘world were combined againft it. Who

were the firft preachers of the gofpel ? They
were poor, moft of them illiterate, chofen

* from the lower occupations in life, and un-

acqtfginted with the policy of this world,
Inftead of receiving temporal dignities, they
were perfecuted by the powers which then
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were ; inftead of enjoying large benefices,
they were often in hunger and cold ; inflead
of rolling in fplendor and indolence, they
travelled from place to pléce, publifhing
the glad tidings of falvation. We predch
Chrift crucified, fays Paul, that primitive
bithop, unto the Jews a _frumbling-block, and -
unto the Greeks foolifhmefs; but unto them
which are called, both. Fews and Greeks,
Chrift the power of God and the wifdom of
God. And again, The weapons of our war-
JSare are not carnal, but mighty through God,
to the pulling down of firong holds ; cafting
down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth tifelf, againft the knowlédge of God,
and bringing info captivity cvery thought to
the obedience of Chrife. For the firft three
hundred years did Chriftianity flourifh with-
out the fupport of civil governments; yea,
when it was oppofed and perfecuted by
them. Not until Conftantine fucceeded to
~ the Roman Empire, and embraced the
Chriftian faith, did earthly powers appear

in its favour, '
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WHEN Chriftians in their turn had obtain-
ed the fway, it was natural to employ it in
a manner which they judged to be for their
own advantage. So far as this was done to
defend themfelves ageinft the encroach-
ments of their enemies, it was proper; but
to enforce opinions and modes of worfhip
by thé fword, was fubjeéting others to the
fame oppreflion and Cruclty of which they
had {o loudly complained in others toward
them. They did not confider that nothlng
more was neceflary than prote€tion in the
enjoyment of their rights, and that to arm
the Chriftian religion with the {word, was to
degrade and put it on'a level with all the
falfe religions on the earth. The Pagan and
Mahometan {yftems needed this, but as to
the kingdom of Chrift, it was ufelefs, and in
the iflue proved hlghly deftructive. The
pious emperor was, no doubt, fully per-
fuaded, that he was a nurfing father to the
church, when he enriched and dignified its
minifters, undertook to enjoin faith in its
do€trines, and conformity to its inftitutions,
and to deftroy all its oppofers; but, alas,
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from his well-meant zeal, fprung’ afterward
the moft grievous corruptions. The dark
night of popery gradually came on; and
though at the Reformation, the day-ftar vi- -
fited us, yet we have not fince feen the clear
fhining of the fun.
~ IN the reign of Conftantine and of the
fucceeding Chriftian-emperors, was matured
‘that mode of government in the church by
different orders, after the model of the
Roman empire, until one afflumed the title
of Univerfal Bifhop. Then numerous cere-
monies and holydays, and fhowy garments
were introduced into the church, with
mitres and crofiers; then priefts began to
be {piritual lords and courtiers, and to fhare
in the offices of the flate; then, in fhort,
the beautiful fimplicity of the church, that
noble republic wasloft,and degenerated into

a fpiritual tyranny. *

# « Tt was in the fourth cchtury‘that Chriftians firft
¢ entertained the idea of allying the profeffion of Chrif~
« tianity with the conftitution of the Roman empire.
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THE alliance between the church and the
ftate, appears. to me, my brethren, to be the
very foul of antichyrift, and though the feat

"1s at Rome, yet the influence has been ex-
tended to all Chriftendom. At the Refor-
mation the beaft was wounded but not killed.

~

¢ From that moment the church’s greateft woes take date.
<« Thofe furies which had a&uated the dragon, during the
¢ heathen perfecunons, took full poﬁ'cﬂion of Chriftians.
« Athanafians and Arians by turns boaft of the alliance.”

¢« The fourth century is famous for the birth of antichriﬂ,
¢ and iricorporations but the model of both exifted before
«¢ that celebrated @ra.”—¢¢ This Catholic church became as
¢ unwieldy as the empire with which fhe was incorporat-
¢« ed. It thercfore became neceflary to divide and fubdi-
« vide herinto parts analagous and adjufted to the attifi-
¢ cial divifions of the empire. Thefe partitions accord-
¢ ing to the extent of the territory, and the quality of the
“ cities in them, were to be governed 'by patriarchs, me-
*¢tropolitans, bifhops, with other orders of fubfidiary
« clergy.—And now Chriftianity muft change her attire,
¢¢ that with dignity fhe may fill the throne of her difcard-
“ ed rival.  Superftition opens all her tinfel treafures. Ig-
“ norance erels her ebon throne. The dolrines of
~ « Chrifltianity are adulterated. Its inftitutions are fo-
¢ phifticated. Offices, hitherto unknown in the church'
¢ are invented.”—Graham.
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It ftill lives, and lives in the very places
where it was fuppofed to have been dead:
The-defcription of the man of fin, that he
oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that is
called God, or that is worfhipped ; [o that he
. as God, fitteth in the temple of God, fhewing
lamfelf that he is God, is applicable to every
one who ufurps the throne of Chrift, as well
as to his pretended vicar at Rome. *

As we believe then, that, antichrift will in
due time fall, fo national eftablifhments of

- * Agreeable to this, are thefe words of Dr. Hopkins,
in his ¢ Treatife on the Millennium:" ¢ There is no
““ reafon to confider the antichriftian fpirit and pra&tices
“ to be confined to that which is now called the church
“-of Rome. The Proteftant churches have much of an-
¢ tichrift in them, and are fat from being wholly reform-
“ ed fram the corruptionsand wickednefs in doftrine and
« pratice, which are found in that which is called Baby-
““lon the great, the mother of harlots, and abominations
“ of the earth. Her influece in promoting delufion and
«¢ wickednefs, extends, in fome degree, toall the inhabi-
< tants of the world, and more efpecially "the Chriftian
¢ world. Some churches may be more pure, and may
«¢ have proceeded tfarther ina reformation than others;
“ but none are wholly clear of an antichriftian fpirit,
¢ and the fruifs of it.” :
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 religion, being a part, muft ceafe, before
Jefus can take to him his great power and .
‘reign.  Be wife now, therefore, 0 ye kings;
be infirulted ye judges of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling..

Kifs the fon left he be angry, and ye perifh .

Srom the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
bittle. Confent to furrender, what you have
fo long unjuftly claimed, and what mankind
cannot give you. Proteét all in their rights,
and recommend religion by your peaceable
and holy lives; and then will the prediétion
be tulfilled, that kings fhall be nurfing fathers
and their queens nurﬁng mothers to the

- church. : '

Once more, Thekingdom of Chrift is not
of this world in refpeét to its def gn, extent,
and duration.

T uedefign of fecular kingdoms is to give
-temporal fecurity and happmefs to men.
The defign of Chrift’s kingdom is to illuf-
 trate the perfe€ions of the eternal God in

the falvation of finners of our race; to re-

D e
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. cover them from their apoftacy, and bring
them to complete holinefs and happmefs in
- a future ftate.

‘Tak kingdoms of this world are of limit-
ed extent, but the kingdom of Chrift is in
" every place where his gofpel is preached.
His people are gathered out of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues. All of
whatever place or nation, who acknowledge
Jefus, belong to his fociety. They are alk
baptized into ome body, whether they be Jews or
Gentiles, whether they be bond or free; and
have been: all made to, drink into one [pirit.
There is neither Greek nor Few, circumcifion
nor uncircumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond
nor free ; but .C/zrg'/l s all, and in all. ‘

EartHLY kingdomsare of fhort duration,
They rife and fall. The fafhion of this world
paffeth- away. But the fpiritual kingdom
continueth always the fame. To the dif-
penfation of the law fucceeded the brighter

v
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difpenfation of grace; and to this again will

_ Hucceed the infinitely glorious ftate in hea-
ven, where the faints will reign with Chrift
for evet and ever. Hear the prophetic ora-
cles concerning the extent of his kingdom
on thisearth! He fhall have dominion from
Jea to fea, and from the river to the ends of the
earth. All kings fhall fall down before him :
all nations fhall ferve him. There was given
kem dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that
all people, nations, and languages jhould ferve
him. < This holy empire fhall iffue in the ul-
timate glory ; and though the prefent form
of its adminiftration will ceafe when God
Shailt be all in all, yet the glorified fubjets
of it fhall never die, never be difunited, nor
ever withdraw their alleglance from Jefus

Chrift.”

SucH being the defign, extent,and dura-
tion of Chrift’s kingdom, it is evidently dif-
tiné&t from any earthly kingdom, and an in-
corparation of them appears to be impof-
fible. To interweave, particular creeds and
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modes of worfhip with the national confti-
tution is to make the church depend on the
limited and changeable governments of this
world. Itis to divide and to diverfify it, to
make it any thing, and nothing at all.

. ArTER what has been faid, the arguments
in favour of civil eftablifbments of religion,
muft appear not worthy of a ferious con-
fideration. Did not pride and intereft
powerfully plead, their advocates would
be afhamed to mention them. Thofe who
would refer us to the Jewith polity for the
plan on which to form the Chriftian church,
have not properly confidered the peculiar
nature and defign of the government infti-
tuted by God among the Jews. If it be al-
ledged, that without eftablifbments, the mi-
nifters of religion will not obtain a fufficient
maintenance, I need only fay, that to infure
this, there is no neceflity of eftablifhments,
which are exclufive and unequal. Where-
ever thefe are, we find fome of the officers
of the church enjoying large revenues, while
the greater part, and perhaps the moft de-

/
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ferving, are reduced to live on a fcanty pit-
tance. Were this fyftem abolifhed, falaries
might be more equally apportioned, and
~without partiality to any particular denomi-
nation of Chriftians. - Some think that it is
_ the duty of the ftate to make this general
and indifcriminate provifion for divine wor-
. fhip; but to me it appears moft eligible to
leave this matter wholly to be managed by
the profeflors of religion.* -

* Whoever“defires farther information on this fubje&,
will find it fully handled, and all objetions fatisfaltorily
an{wered by the Rev. Mr. William Graham, of New-
caftle, in his ¢ Review of Ecclefiaftical Eftablifhments in
‘Europe,” a late excellent prodaction. .

i

None, in this country, I believe, contend for any efta-
blifhment but that which is equal and general. Their ar-
guments are founded chiefly on the fupport which civil
government receives from religion, on the neceffity of fe-
curing to the minifters of the gofpel fuch a maintenance
" as will encourage men of talents, and give them indepen-
dence and refpeQability, on the danger of the ﬁrevzlénce
of infidelity, if the civil power fhould defert religion, and
thus government itfelf be undermined. Thefe aréuments
“are indeed plaufible ;. but they are all fufficiently anfwer-
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- THis{ubjet, my brethren, is truly ferious
and important. In this country, as has been
faid, we have nothing to fear from an im-
proper intetference of civil government in
matters of religion. Happy Americans!
whofe foréfathers fled from the dragon into
the wildernefs, and the ferpent caft out of huis
mouth water' as a flood after them, may God
preferve you to the lateft ages, make your
country the dwelling of righteoufnefs and
peace, an afylum to the perfecuted of
all nations !*—But {urely we have not di-

ed by faying, that the Chriftian religion abundantly prof-
pered long before it had any conne&ion with civil govern-

" ment; yea, when all the powers on earth fet themfelves in

oppofition to it. It made rapid progrefs long after mi- ,
racles ceafed, by its own excellence and the zeal of its
teachers. ' '

* Every body will fee the force and beauty of the fol-
lowing defcription : ¢ In America, that country ‘which
«¢ God and man have concurred to render the blifsful habi-
« tation of abundance and of peace, the poor are not
“ broken down by taxes to fupport the expenfive trappings
¢ of royalty, or to pamper the luxury of an infolent no-
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* yefted ourfelves of affeQion for all the reft
of the world. We believe in a Catholic
_church, the communion of faints, and can-
pot but ardently wifh the profperity of the
whole body. The fubjett muft engage our
peculiar attention at this day, when we fee
the dreadful effeéts flowing from the abufes
of Chriftianity. Men will not take painsto
examine the purity and fimplicity of this .
religion as exhibited in the facred oracles ;
they only confider it in that form which le-
giflatures have given it; and finding it.to be
burdened with follies, to be an engine of

¢ bility. No lordly peer tramples down the corn of the
¢ hufbandman, no proud prelate wrings from him the
¢¢ tythe of his induftry. They have ncither chicanery in
“ ermine, nor hypocrify in lawn. The community is
¢ not there divided into an opprefled peafantry and an
¢ overgrown ariftocracy, the one of whom lives by the
« plunder of the ftate, while the othersare couipcued to be
«¢ the objells of it.  Plenty is the lot of all, fuperfluity of
“ none. An equal and undiftinguithing law is the only
4« fovereign acknowledged by a free and an united people,
¢¢ which as all contribute to make, fo all are inclined to
¢ fupport. 'The peace of millions cannot there be broken
¢¢ by the bloody difpofition of one man.”"——Gerrald.
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pride and ambition, and to carry in its bo-
fom the dagger of perfecution, they run into
open deifm. May we not hope, that the
fhadows are fleeing away before the glorious
Sun which is to enlighten all nations ! We
" deplore the unhappy infidelity in France,
but cannot hebp repeating, that it is the na-
tural confequence of a detefted fyftem; the
offspring of the great whore that fitteth upon
many waters; with whom the kings of the
earth have commatted fornication. When her
judgment is come, infidelity will perith by
the celeflial arms of the gofpel. Another
Luther and another Calvin fhall arife, to
carry the banner of the crofs triumphant
round the globe.

Lzt me conclude, my brethren, with be-
feeching you all, to become willing fubjeéis
of Chrift’s kingdom.* This does not con-
fift in attaching yourfelves to a particular
denomination in his church, but in yield-
ing him the homage of a pure heart. Re-
ecive him by faith, as your prophet, prieft,

4 ,
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and king. Let your allegiance be fincere
and univerfal; and then fhall he make

you more than conquerors over all your -

enemies, and grant you to fit with him
upon his throne. '

d .



" DISCOURSE IIL
CORRUPTIONS or CHRISTIANITY.
W

COLOSSIANS ii. 8.

BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU THROUGH PHI+

* LOSOPHY AND VAIN DEGEIT, AFTER THE TRA=~
DITION OF MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THR
WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST.

1

THE Apoftle, in this chapter, faithfully

warned the believing Colofians againft a

- corruption of the dofirines of Chrift, and 2

departure from fimplicity in his worfhip.

He referred particularly to the Pagan and

Jewifh fyftems, by which the church was,
H
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at that time, greatly endangered. The con«
verts from each, were attached to their pecu-
liar opinions and ufages, and endeavoured
to incorporate them with the Chriftian fyf-
dem.

THoucH the Apoftle made all due al-
“lowance for the prejudices of education, and
 infifted that a difference in fentiment and
prattice, ought to be no caufe of breaking
communion among profeflors, yet he con-
ftantly vindicated the purity of the gofpel;
declared that the Jewifh:rites and ceremo-
smonies were abolifhed, and that thofe of the
Gentiles were improper and prejudicial.
‘Both thefe are comprehended under. the -
terms philofophy and vain deceit, the tradition
- of men, and the rudiments of the world. He
‘points out particularly in the following ver-
{es, fome of'thefe things; fuch as prefcribing
certain meats ‘and drinks, obferving holy-
days; and generally, all the commandments
and doftrines of men ; whatever comes under
the name of will-worfhip, or, asit is exprellsd
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in the text, was not after Chryi; that is, had
not the fanétion of his authority.

. It is to be lamented, that notwithftanding
the frequent injunétions of the apoftle,many
in every age have difcovered a difpofition
to make innovations in the Chriftian reli-
gion, and not only to obferve thefe them-
felves, but to enforce them upon others.
This has had a moft pernicious effe&, by
drawing men off from real piety to external
fhow or bodily fervice; andby reprefénting
Chriftianity in an unfavourable light. To
this as well as to civil eftablifhments of
rehglon, which I lately difcuffed, are we in
part to afcribe the alarming progrefs of i ln-
ﬁdehty inthe world. If fo, my brethren, it
- is a fubjet which nearly concerns us. In-
~ fidelity is a fign that fomething is wrong in
refpe@t to the profeflors of Chriftianity,
They cannot fuccefsfully combat the giant,
until they lay afide their forged and heavy
armour, and meet him with the ﬁmple wea-
pons of the gofpe1
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¥ suaLrL, firft, give a brief view of the cor-
ruptions of the Chriftian religion, and the
occafion of them. Secondly, I fhall fhow
what ought to be the only rule for the con-
duét of Chriftians, and urge the neceffity of
their complying with it.

L As to the corruptions of the Chriftian
religion, they began very early. In the days
of the apoftles, was the foundation laid of
Romifh fuperftition and tyranny. 7%e my/~
tery of iniguisy, fays Paul, doth already work.
In the firft three centuries, which are reckon-
ed the pureft, many fefis arofe, propogating
their peculiar tenets, and numerous ceremo-
nies were introduced into public worfhip.
Auguftine, who lived in the fourth century,
comp]alned that “ the yoke under which
¥ the Jews formerly groaned, was more to-
% lerable than that impofed upon Chriftians
¥ in his time.”

THE occafion of thefe corruptions was,

firft, the different defcriptions of the profef-
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fors of Chriftianity. They were collefted, as
has been faid, from among the Jews and
Heathen ; and could not beeafily perfuaded
to renounce thofe fentiments and pratices
to which they had been long accuftomed.
Among each of thefe exifted likewife diffe-
rent {ets, which made a ftill greater mix-
ture and confufion. The Jews were divid-
ed in their opinions and modes of life; and
the Pagan philofophers did not all embrace
the fame {yftem. Probably, from that cele-
brated fett among the Jews, called the
Effenes, who affe@ed folitude, retired from
the duties of focial life, were very auftere in
their manners, did the church of Rome copy
the monalftic life, and in procefs of time,
found an amazing number of nunneries,
convents, and monafteries. With thefe are
naturally connetted, celibacy, penance, and
a great many fuperftitious rites. = With the
- Jews were introduced the obfervance of cer-
tain days; and the opinion was foon main-
tained, that the Chriftian priefthood was
come in the room of the Jewifh, and entitled-
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to the like honours and privileges. This opi-
.nion helped toward the form of their eccle-
fiaftical government, and was a fource of
wealth and power to the clergy.*

On the other hand, the Gentiles contri-
buted their {hare of innovations.. They had
their phllofophlcal notions, their feaft days,
and their ceremonies of worﬂup, which they
fought to'reconcile with Chriftianity. By

" mixing falfe phllofophy with the. pure doc- .
trines of the gofpel, arofe the famous fe& of
the Gno{hcs, of which there were various
branches, each holding doGrines. contrary
to reafon and the fcripture. Hence were

* Motheim in his ecclefiaftical hiftory fays, ¢ That .in
¢ confequence of this opinion, the 5i/hops conflidered them-
¢ felves as invefted with a rank and chara&er fimilar to
« thofe of the high-pric/t among the Jews, while the pref-
“byters reprefented the priefls, and the deacons, the
¢ Levites. The errors to which it gave rife were many;
¢ and one of its immediate confequences was, the efta-
« blithing a greater difference between the Chriftian
« paftors and their flock, than the genius of the gofpe[
¢ fecms to admit.”
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occafioned warm difputes concerning the
perfon of ourSaviour and the Holy Trinity.
Not contented with what was revealed, but
intruding into things which they had not feen,
vainly puffed up by their flefhly minds, they
advanced the moft ftrange and ofien the
- ‘moft contradiftory doirines.

It is neceflary, however, to remark here,
that the early corruption of Chriftianity, the .
different feéts and difcordant fentiments of
its profeflors, are arguments of no force
againft its divine authority. There were a
number who zealoufly afferted the truth ; and
even though they differed in many things,
yet they were generally united in the great
effentials of religion. No more is intended
than to thow the occafion of this difference ;
that cuftoms introduced and tolerated in the
church, from the unavoidable circumftan-
ces of mankind, were afterwards continued
and eftablifhed when wholly improper, and
at laft abufed to the great injury of true re-
ligion.
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Ac a1y, We are to afcribe corruptions in
the church to the pious intentions of men.
The defire which they had to gain over the
Jews, and to recommend the Chriftian: reli-
gion to the Heathen, made them bear with
their peculiarities,.'and fubmit to a wortfhip
agreeable to their tafte.. Mankind are ex-
ceedingly attratted by external appearances,
and the worfhip of Chrift was fo plain com-
pared with that of the Jews and Heathen,
 that Chriftians were induced to conform to
. thefe. They faw not what would be the
confequence of this condutt; nor refletted
that it is infinitely fafer and eafier to prevent
innovations than afterwards to reform them.

To apious intention are we, no doubt, to
afcribe many things in the prattice of Chnif-
tians, which have funk into the grofleft fu-
perftition. Whence has proceeded the infti-
tution of feftivals, and of faints days, but
from'a defire to perpetuate the memory of
certain great events, and from a veneration
for the apoftles and martyrs? Whence the
adoration of the elements in the holy fup- -
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per? No more, perhaps, was defigned at
firft, than to exprefs their great reverence
for the ordinance, by kneeling when they
received it. Whence the ufe of crucifixes,
and the fign of the crofs? No doubt to keep
alive in the mind, the bloody death of our
Lord and Saviour. - Thefe, with other things
which might be mentioned, were foon abuf-
ed; men annexed them as neceffary appen-
dages to their worfhip, and placed their
whole dependance upon them. * How dan-
gerous to make the {malleft addition to the
inftitutions of Chrift! We may think that
we are promoting his caufe, while we are
doing it a real diflervice.

AcA1N, Many of the corruptions in the
~ church are to be afcribed to priefts, who
were filled with an ambition to increafe their
own wealth and influence among the people.
After the Chriftian rellglon received the
fupport of civil government, and its mi-
nifters were raifed to dignity and honour, it
rapidly declined from primitive purity, The
. , 1 3
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Apottle, when fpeaking of the myftery of
iniquity as working in his day, fays, He whe
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way ; - and then fhall that wicked be revealed.
It-is commonly underftood, that -what hin-
‘dered the growth of the wicked one, was
pagan Rome. When this came to be ruled
by a Chriftian emperor, was over-run and
deftroyed by barbarous nations, and again
conquered and formed into a new empire,
~ Antichrift became vigorous, and grew up to
a ‘monlflrous ftature. Former errors were
then confirmed, new ones were introduced,
and ecclefiaftics were diftinguithed. chiefly
by their pride and licentioufnefs. They
found ceremonies in worfhip, pageantry in
drefs, and ftatelinefs in deportment,ufeful to
dazzle and keep in {ubjeftion an ignorant
muhitude. Every thing was fplendid and
fhowy. Their churches were fuperb and
decorated. with images, The garments in
wluch thepneﬂs officiated, were variegated
and coftly.. The fervice was a, ﬁrange fuc-
eeflion and mixture of ceremonies. . No
‘longer was to be difcerned the mmlﬁer
of the meek and lowly Jefus; no lon-
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ger the divine fimplicity of his worfhip. To
. increafe the revenues of the church, doc-
trines were invented, fuch as indulgencies
and purgatory, which brought into the cof-
fers at Rome immenfe treafures. It may
not be improper here to enumerate fome of
the articles which were at laft adopted, and
are at this day profefled by the church of
Rome. |

THEY maintain the fupreme authority
and infallibility of the Pope; the doétrine
of purgatory or an intermediate ftate of
punifhment in the otherworld, out of which -
fouls are to be delivered by mafles and
prayers; the invocation and worthip of the
virgin Mary and departed faints; the wor-
fhip of images; they perform prayers and
the fervice of God in an unknown tongue, -
and lock up the fcriptures from the people ;
they maintain the doétrine of tranfubftantia-
tion, withhold the cup from the laity, and
aflert the repetition of Chrift’s propltlary
facrifice; they inculcate thatthe due admi-
niftration of the facraments depends on thq :
intention of the minifter who.officiates; they

.
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fuperadd to the word of God feveral apo-
ehryphal books, not of diving original, and
likewife oral tradition; they -hold the doc-
trines-of auricular confeflions, of a bank of
merit, and of indulgencies; they have fitti-
tious ftories of miracles and faints; pilgri-
mages, penances, proceflions—But, enough!,
The blood runs cold at the mention of thefe
thlngs, fo oppofite to {fcripture, and infult.
ing to_the human underftanding. Never
could fuch a fyflem have been embraced,
*had not men been given up to frong delu-
Jions, that they fhould believe a lie. Thou haft
permitted it, moft high God, and thou art
juft and righteous in all thy ways! Inthine
~ own good time, thou fhalt .confume that
wicked one with the fpirit of thy mouth, and
Jhalt defiroy him with the brightnefs of thy com-

ang !

- NEeED we now wonder, my brethren, that
infidelity fhould prevail in popifh countries?
If they exercife their reafon at all, muft they
not fee that abfurdities and contradiftions
‘cannot come from above? Was it not to be
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expelted that the philofophers in France,
viewing the Chriftian religion to be the
fpiritual tyranny which was there eftablifh-
ed, would, when opportunity offered, break
it to pieces and ftamp it with their feet? We
" can eafily conceive that men may be well
inftruted in the arts and {ciences, poflefs
“much worldly wifdem, and be extremely
ignorant as to religious prmcnples They -
have never given religion a fair examina-
tion. They have never feen her in her na-
tive beauty, ftripped of pamt and falfe co-
‘lours. They have feen a fury belch forth
imprecations, and carry war and bloodfhed
round the world, but not a gentle maid clad
in fimple attire, with attrative {miles, and
prefenting to the nations the branch of -
peace. We conclude then, that it is not {o
uch religion which they oppofe, as what
as been fubftituted forit ; or rather, having
always feen this religion in connettion with
ciyil power, prefcribing articles of faith and
mades of worfhip under fevere penalties,
draining the purfes, and lording it over the
confciences of men; and not conceiving that
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it admits of a. reform, and can exift in an-
-other condition, they have totally and- def-
perately rejeted iv. .. While this is faid, let
us remember, that the original rife’ of infi-
delity is to be fought in-the.blindnefs of the
carnal‘ mind, and the depravity of the car-
nal heart; thatithe naturalman receiveth not
the t/zmg.s of the _/'/n'rtt of God ; for they are
Soolifimefs unto him ; néither can he know
them, becaufe they are Jpiritually difcerned.*

- HowEVER extenfive and powerful the
effects of the Reformatjon were, yet a great
part '.of the world continues to be inflaved

* An anonymons writer, defcnbmg the condmon of
religion in France, fays, /very Juﬂly, « Inquxﬁtwe men
¢ had fearched for truth, and aftonithed at the monftrous
« abfurdities of the national _religion, their minds ftarting
* froth the extreme of fuperﬂmon, vibrated to the extreme
« of feepticifm. Becaufe .they found-religion, clothed
“’with a garb of fantaftical human artifices, they rejected
“¢ her as a creature of human invention, pronounced.her
¢ ceremonies a farce, and derided her votaries.” Infidelity
is no new thing in France; it has long prevailed ; but of
late, has had a greater opportunity of fhowing itlelf. It
prevails in all countries where hierarchies are eftablifhed.

i



or CHRISTIANITY. 75

by the tyranny of Rome; and even in that
part which came out from her, and proteft-.
ed agam{‘c her errors, much remains to be
correfted. The improper mixture of civil
and religious concerns which exift in Euro-
pean counpries, loudly call for amendment,
and in too many churches they are far from
the original fimplicity of the Chriftian reli-
gion.*—I proceed now,

. ® A chief reafon why fome churches at the Reformation
did not make greater advances towards purity, was the af-
. fiftance which thcy received from cmlgovcmmcm Though
~ in thofe places where kings and princes were the princi-
pal promoters of the defign, a change was made in religion
with the leaft confufion and irregularity, yet the genius of
the court intermixed itfelf with, and in fome inftances
prevailed over that of the gofpel. Both the government®
“and wortfhip of the church were too much adépted'io the
model of the civil conftitutions, and made fubfervient to
the views of princes. This was the cafe in Sweden, Den-
‘mark, and England. In other places, where the civil
power was employed in cruthing the Reformation, though
it was attended with blood and confufion, yet we find
more purity of government and fimplicity of worfhip. The
Reformers were for making no accommodation with Anti-
chrift; they ﬁ'er; for retaining none of her fuperftition ;
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IL. To fhow what ought: to be the only
rule for the condu& of Chriftians, and to
urge the neceflity of their complying with
it.

Txe enly rule ought to be the holy ferip-
ture. Whatever is clearly contained in this,
or can be fairly inferred from it, is the uner-
ring ftandard of faith and prallice. To the
law and to the teflimony: if they [peak mot
according to this word, it is becaufe there is no
light in them. This was the fundamental
principle of the Waldenfes in the twelfth
century, for which they fuffered fo much;
it is that in which the reformed churches
are agreed, and according to which the Re-
.formation was conduéted. Thougha diffe-
rence has arifen about the interpretation of
fcripture, yet it is that to which they pro-

they refolved to believe nothing but what the feripture
taught. This was the cafe in Holland, Switzerland, France,
feveral parts of Germany, and in Scotland. Thus, what
feemed a difadvantageous, was a moft happy circumftance.
“The unnatural conneion between the church' and the '
ftate muft ceafe, before religion become entirely pure.
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fefs to appeal, and would they be fatisfied

with this alone, the moft happy confequen-
ces would enfue. What is there befides; on

which we can depend? Shall we have re-

courle to oral tradition? We {hould remem-
ber how feverely our Lord reproved the
Pharifees for their traditions, which they
held to be of equal authority with the writ-

ten law, and thus made void the command-
ments of God. We fhould remember that-
from traditions have {prung the great cor-
ruptions in the Romifh church. Inthe early
ages of the world, when the life of man was
lengthened out, and the fame man faw many
fucceflive generations, truth could be hand-
ed down by tradition; but when mankind
multiplied, and their age became an hand-
breadth, the wifdom of God {faw meet to in-
fpire holy men to commit to writing the
things of our everlafting peace. Tradition
now, is not only unneceflary, but it is be-

come unfafe and impure,

.
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- SHaLL wehave recourfe to the comments
of the fathers, and the prattice of the primi-
tive church? Thefe are likewife unfafe. At
no time can we find a perfett model. It has
been already fhown, that in the apoftolic age,
errors crept in, and which the apoftles re.
proved. Valuable as the-works of the fa-
thers are, we muft follow them no farther
than they followed Chrift; valuable as they
are, we have to admire more the purity of
the lives of the fathers than the purity of
their dotrine and worfhip. Would we naw
adopt fome of the opinions of a Tertullian,
or an Origen? Why not? Becaufe we be-
lieve them to be contrary to the word of
God? This is the fure ftandard by which
we muft try all things in religion. Of thofe
who make additions, God afks with. awful
authority, Who hath requzred this- at your

hands 2

Ir then the written word be acknoﬁledged
to be the only rule, where is found the war-
rant for many things held facred by fome
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Proteftant churches? To inftance, at pre-
fent, in the fingle article of holydays, isthere
any command for the obfervance of them?
May we not infer from the words of the
Apottle to the Galatians, that the obfervance
ofthem is will-worfhip.  Ye obferve, fays he,
days and months, and times, and years. It is
a truth, that the year, to fay nothing of the
day in which Chrift was born, cannot be
fixed with certainty, notwithftanding thé
deep and laborious refearches of the learn-
ed. Is not this an evidence that it never
was defigned to be kept as an anniver-
fary?

It may be objefted to our own church,
that the authorizes the obfervance of cer-
tain days; but whoever reads our conftitu-
tion lately publifhed, may be convinced of
the calumny. In the article concerning
them, are thefe remarkable words; “ With
“ regard to feaft days, upon which, befides
“ the Lord’s day, it has been cuftomary to
“ abftain from labour, and to aflemble in the
¢ church, it is refolved, that we muft be
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. “ contented with the Lord’s day alone. The
+ “ufual {ubjefts however, of the birth of
« Chrift, of his refurre€ion, and fending of .
- “ the holy fpirit may be handled, and the
“ people be admonithed, that thele feaft days

“ are abolifhed.*” Thefe words, taken froma

{ynod, held at Dordrecht, and incorporated

with our conftitution, manifefts the pru- - '

dence and piety of our forefathers; that it
was proper to meet prejudices and prevent
idlenefs by preaching on thefe days, while
the people were informed that they were
abolithed; and that, when circumftances
would admit, ought to be wholly negletted.

'TH= impropriety of obferving days of this
fort, appears from our having no rule to
guide us. We know not where to ftop. If
we obferve one day, why not another? Why
not Good Friday, or the day of our Lord’s
crucifixion, as well as the day of his birth
and refurreftion ? Thus we might go on

* Sce explanatory article, 67.
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multiplying them, until we made every day
in the year a holyday.- Befides, the obferv-
ance of fuch days is attended with real evil.
It will be found in experience to leflen a re-
gard for the Lord’s day, and to promote fu-
perftition. Inftead of preventing, it en-
courages idlenefs. People are taken off from
their daily bufinefs, and the time which is
not {pent in church, is {pent in vifiting, feaft--
ing, and other ways pernicious to the per-
fons themfelves, and to the fociety at large.
Were the church once to pay no attention
to them, the people would foon forget to
diftinguifh them as days of wandering and
diffipation.*

* It may be queftioned whether the drefs 'of many of
the Clergy, does not call for a reform? Whether it is not
an imitation of the Jewifh and Pagan priefts, and con-
trary to the fimplicity of the worfhip inftituted by Chrift?
If the miniftry of the gofpel be committed to men of /ike
paffions with “others, why not to men of like habit ? Why
fhould they ufe a particular drefs, when in the performance

* of their facred office ? ¢“ It may perhaps be faid,” fays Mr.
Booth, in his Effay on Chrift's Kingdom, ¢ Clerical ha-
“bits are indifferent and harmlefs things, except when
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~ In this country, my brethren, where there
never can be any eftablifhment of particular
forms, where every thing is open to free dif-
cuflion, and no auihority will pafs currérit
but facred writ, corruptions will -gradually
vanith, and truth be triurophant. Thofe
who would encourage divifions and diftinc-
tions, will find theirtruft, a fpider'sweb. The
various denominations will approach nearer
to one anothier, having no worldly induce-
ments to feparate, and finding no fupport
but from the pure oracles of God.. We hail

\the ‘aufpicious day! External pomp and

- iplendor are the ftratagems of ambitious

< they are impofed. But if fo, the idea of impofition be-
“i ﬁexcluded, the canonical drefs of a Popifh prieft, the
% red hat of a cardinal, and the triple crown of a pontiff,
“ may all be juftified : for, in themfelves, they are equally
¢ harmlefs as the gown, the furplice, or the band.” Again,
he fays, « When any minifter thinks of magnifying his
< office, by pompofity in the pulpit, he betgays his igno-
4 rance relating to the nature of that kingdom in which
¢ he profeffes to be an officer.” I will not difpute 2bout
thefe things; they are not effential; but a minifter
‘would 2ppear more humble, be more dignified, and ufc-
ful without them.
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kings and priefis, but not the profperity of
the true church. This, the glorious Head.
will fecure, by qualifying perfons eminent

" for holinefs. and zeal, and accompanying

their labours with his blefling. 7The excellen-
cy of the power will appear to be cf God and
not. of men.

) Tmz revolutions abroad will, we hope,
prove fatal to every {pecies of tyranny, and
diffufe true light into the darkeft regions of
the earth. The means indeed are dreadful.
The news of blood and carnage fhock the
feelings of our nature ; and yet the viftims
which have heen offered up on the. altars of
tyranny are fill more dreadful. In what
are ¢alled the Crufades, undertaken: by Po-
pifh princes, to recover the land of Paleftine

~ from the-Mahqmetans, it is compnted that.

above two millions of people were deftroy-
ed. At the taking of Jerufilem alone, above.
feventy thoufand Muflelmen were: maf~

facred, and all the Jews were collefted in-

to one place, and burnt together. In the
war againft the Albigenfes, on account of
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their rehglous principles, it is computed that
no lefs than one million of them were flain
in France alone. ‘At the maffacre of Paris,
under Charles IX. on Bartholomew’s day,
100,000 Proteftants were butchered 1n
France, in the {pace of one week. In what
is called the rebellion in Ireland, under
Charles 1. 150,000 Proteftants were murder-
ed. To tell all the deeds of tyranny, would
form a tale moft frightful and hornd. It
has ftrewed the earth with the bodies, and
crimfoned the ocean with the blood of men.
Where are the maflacres of this day to com-
pare with thefe which have been mention-.
ed? And thefe are but a few {pecimens of
that wretched {yftem which is upheld by -
the tears, and the groans, and the blood of
millions of human beings. Thefe were not

~ the works of a lawlefs mob, the fury of

which is fudden and f{hort, but the refult of"

a deliberate and fixed plan, executed by
the powers which then were, fpiritual
wickedneffes-in hagh places; and God is now
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vt ﬁtmg the zmguzg» # the fathers ugbon thc
children. *

It is incumbent upon us, my brethren,
when fuch are the figns of the times, to
earnefily contend for the faith which was
once delvvered unto the faints ; to conform
ourfelves, and to pray that others may be
conformed to the pure dotirines of Chrift;
and that every objection to his holy religion
may be removed. * Let ns efpecially pray,;
‘that God would pour out his fpirit to the reé-
vival of his people, .and the converfion of
\ L :

* Who does not difcern the hand of Providence in re<
markably, avenging the .maffacre of Bartholomew’s day,
and the revocation of the edi@ of Nantz? In bringing
fearful deftru&ion on thofe very places where once blood-
thirfty perfecutors drank the blood of the faints ? ¢¢ Lyons,”
fays one, ¢ is recorded in easly hiftory, as the fpot where
¢ a company of martyrs glorified God. Lyons is now
¢¢ devoted, and its name erafed from the memory of man;
¢¢ Paris once ftreamed with the bloed of the Hugonots:
¢ Paris hath fince been dyed with the flaughter of that
“court and clergy, which inftigated the unutterable
¢ deed.”
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finners; that the power of Chriftianity may
be felt by all men; and deftrutive wars
ceafe unto the ends of the earth. O! when
fhall mankind learn their true intereft!
When fhall they live together as brethren
of the fame family andembrace as expettants
of the fame falvation! When fhall that pro-

“mife be tulfilled, that the wolf fhail dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard fhall lie down with
the kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and
the fatling together, and a little child  fhalllead
them ! Fulﬁl it, moft merciful God, for thy
Son Jefus Chrift’s fake Amen., L
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I. JOHN v. 1

WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH THAT JESUS IS THE
"~ CHrisT, 15 BORN OF Gob.

IT is evident from facred hiftory, that the
confeflion required of the firft converts to
Chriftianity, was very brief and comprehen-
five. To profefs their belief, that Jefus was
the only Redeemer of the world, was reckon-
ed an evidence of their fincerity, and gave'
them a right to the privileges of the church.
Such a profeffion is declared by the Apoftle
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Joha to be the great teft of the Chriflian |
charaGer. Wigfocver believeth that Fefus is
the Chrifl ; that is, whofoever acknowled-
ges his unfeigned belief that Jefus is the
Mefliah,. the. penfon ordained and fent to
fave finners, 25 born of God; thatis, bears
his image, and is entitled to his favour.
This phrafe is uled in three other parts of
this epiftle, and in all of them fignifies no
lefs than a {piritual change, and that rela-
tion which believers ftand in to God. See
the gd chapter and'gth verfe; Whofoever 1s
born of God doth: miot commat fin. The 4th '
chapier and 7th verfe; Everyone that loveth
35 born of God. “The 5th chapter and 4th
verfe; Whatfoever is born of God overcometh
the world. The Apoftle mentions in thefe
places, the fruits which flow from a favmg
change effeéted: by God, and expreffed by
being born of him; and in the text, faith in
Jefus as the Chrift; or ‘appointed Saviour, is
afferted to Be an evidence of the fame blefled
change. Tt will be- fhown, in the proper
place, what -is 1mp11ed in this faith,
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Ir we attend likewife to the declarations
of faith which are regorded,_ we will find that
‘they principally embraced this great truth
that Jefus was commifioned by God for the
falvation of men. 1 he words of Nathanael
were, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God ; thouart
the King of Ifrael. Ibelieve,faid Martha, that
thou art the Chrift, the Son of God, which
Should come into the world. The confeflion
of  Peter, which' Jefus commended, and
upon which' he hath built his. church wasj
Thouw art the Chrift, the Son of the living God:
Agreeable to this, are thefe words of the
Apoltle Paul: If thou fhait confefs unth thy
mouth the Lord Fefus, and fhalt. believe in
thine heart, that God hath raifed him from the
dead, thow fhalt be faved. Nothing more
than a confeflion of this kind, was:required
of perfons at their admiffion into. the
church.*

%< In the earlieft times of the church,” fays Mofheim;
. in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, ¢ all who profeffed firmly
4 to believe that Jefus was the only Redesmer of the world,
« and who, in confequence of this profeffion, promifed to
¢ live in a manner conformable to the. purity of his_holy
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On: the remarkable day of Pentecoft,
when three thoufand fouls were added, we
are informed, that they that gladly recerved
his word were baptized. \What was his word?
His {fermon turned on this fingle peint, to
prove that Jefus whom they had crucified,
was the Meffiah foretold by the prophets,
and that God had raifed him from the dead.
This was what hé urged them. to believe,
and upon the profeflion of which they were
baptized. It.was on this point that Philip
inftru@ed the Ethiopian. He preached unto
hum Fefus; and when the Ethiopian defired
to be baptized, Philip faid, If thou believeft
with all thine heart, thou mayefl. And he
anfwered and faid, I believe that Fefus Chrift
15 the Son of God. ' Upon this he was bap-
tized.. What was the anfwer of Paul and
Silas to the anxious queflion of the jailor,

Sirs, what muft I do to be faved? They faid,

¢ religion, were immediately received among the difciples
«of Chrift. This was all the preparation for baptifm
¢ then required ; and a more accurate inftruction in the
¢ do&rines of Chriftianity was to be adminiitred to them
# after their receiving that facrament.”

.
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belicve on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou
fhalt be faved, and thy houfe. He believed,
and was baptized, he and all his firarghtway.

It appears, my brethren, from thefe faéts,
- that in the earlieft times of the church, the
confeflion of faith was fhort, and chiefly con-
fined to an acknawledgment that Jefus was
a divine perfon who came from God, to
teach and to fave finners. This acknow-
,ledgment was the firongeft evidence of fin-
cerity, when we confider the prejudices of
both Jews and Gentiles, and the dreadful
: perfccutlons to which the followers of Chrift”
were expoled.. ~Afterwards, when Chrif-
tianity became more general, and its pre- -
feflors enjoyed peace, when different feéts
arofe and errors crept in, the church found
it neceflary to be more particular and ex-
plicit in the confeflion of her members. For
along time, however, the articles of faith
were few.” What is called the Apoftles creed
* was once generally confidered as a produc-
tion of the Apoftles. It is now thought,
upon better examination, to have been com-’
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ypofed later, and not all at once; but to
have been gradually increafed according to
the 'exigencies and circumftances of the
church. It is, perhaps, the beft creed ex-
tant in the world; fufficiently long to com-
prife the eflential truths of religion ; and fo
fhort as not to introduce fubjeis of doubt.
ful difputation.

" TaoucH the church has a right to de-
cclare the fenfe in which the underftands holy
fcripture, and the moft beneficial effe@s
have flowed from human compilations of

" doétrines, confeflions and creeds, yet it is
not to be denied that thefe have been car-
Tied to an extreme, and been the means of
corruption and abufe. . The abufe has been
the great reafon why it is become fathion-

‘able to decry them ; and though the abufe
of a thing will never be an argument that it
is not'good in itfelf, yet certainly, it is a
powerful reafon for Chriftians to correé
whatever is amifs.
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PosLic creeds or confeflions, having been
Jo-much abufed, arc oppofed by fome from
Whe pureft motives. The arguments which
they advance are, indeed, very {pecious.
"The ‘two ftrongeft are, that human ‘compo-
fures of thisfort, derogate from the fufficien-
cy and plainnefs of fcripture; and that to
require an unreferved affent to them is an
-arbitrary invafion of iprivate judgment.
Thefe may ‘be fhortly anfwered by faying,
‘that confeflions are not intended as a fublfti-
tute for fcripture, but only as declarations
of the fenfe in which it is to be underftood ;

and that every fociety has an undoubted
Tight to'demand of its-membets an ‘explicit
declaration of their faith. Thofe who re-
~ fufe to comply; cannot with reafon complain
‘of any impofition, being -at 'liberty to with-
‘draw .and cunneét themfelves elfewhere. It
is certainly more reafonable that the will
of the fociety prevail, than the will of an in-
dividual, or of a few who choofe to.diflent.*

M

* This matter is jutly ftated in the Preface to the
« Conftjtution of the Reformed Dutch Church,”,



94 ESSENTIALS

OnE great defign. of confeffions in the

*.churches, is to give a fair account of the

dottrines which they maintain. This was

#¢ Wherever _ fuch explanations conftitute - a ‘bond

« of union wholly voluntary, and unattended with
¢ civil emoluments or penalties, they cannot be conﬁder-’

¢ ed as an infringement upon the equal liberties of others,

¢ or as fixing boundaries and terms of communion ini-
¢ mical to Chriftian charity. The unerring word of
4¢ God remaining the only ftandard of the faith and wor-
¢ thip of his people, they can never incur the charge of
¢ prefumption, in openly declaring what to them appears
“to be the mind and will of their divine Lord and

¢t Mafter.
]

Q-

See farther Mr. Graham, in his ¢“ Review,” &c.
‘¢ Articles of faith are not intended to give an account of
¢ what the fpirit of God fays. He hath done this hime.
¢¢ felf in the fcriptures. But they are defigned to afcertain
« whata fociety believes to be the meaning of what God
¢¢ hath already faid, many agesago. Some may probably
¢ excleim—Is any church infallible? Isthe creed of any
«¢ fallible foc'iety to be reckoned a ftandard of truth? We
“ anfwer,—No! The Bible, the Bible alone is the reli-
‘¢ gion of Proteftants---of Chriftians! Yet the public con-
¢ feflion of any church is the public ftandard to her own

¢ members, of that fenfe in which fhe underftands the
¢ fcriptures.”
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efpecially neceflary in the firft ages of Chrif-
tianity, and after the Reformation. It pre- -
vented the doftrines from being mifrepre-
fented and calumniated. Confeflions tend
alfo to fhow how farall churches are agreed,
‘to firengthen one another, and to promote
a profitable correfpondence between them.
They are, befides, fubfervient to the mainte-
nance of purity, and are ufeful compen-
diums or fummaries of the Chriftian faith,
by the means of which the young and the
ignorant are the more readily inftrutted. It -
is not therefore the ufe, but the abufe of
creeds which needs corretion.

Txe principal abufes of creeds appear to
be thefe; the arming them with force by
incorporations; and the extending them fo
as to include articles unfcriptural, or non-’
eflential. In either of thefe cafes they admit
of but a lame defence. In the firft, they
are miferably perverted, become merely po-
litical engines, and infringe the rights of

~confcience. They are no longer true decla-

1
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rations of the faith of the church.* Again,

~ by extending her articles too far, the church
excludes from her communion thofe whom
fhe ought 3 receive. This laft is an abufg -
which may exift wheze there axe noincorpo~

 7ations, hasnot been fufficiently attended to;
but which requires. our fenous confideras

tion.

TrE eflential do&rims, of religion are
comparatively few. The oply difhiculty is

_ %< Some churches might be named,, whofe incorpos
< rated articles are ftriétly Calvinian: yet the man who
¢ would fay, that either the body of the laity, or even the
““ majority of the public teachers are Calvinifts, would
<¢-expofe himfelf to general laughter. Had the apologies
_ “%and creeds of the anciest churches, or of the reformed
¢ ghurches at the =ra of the Reformation, been as far
« from exprefling their. real religious principles, they
< would have been defervedly treated as nefts of prevarica-
“ tion and hypocrify.”——< Should a Chriftian of Ge-
“ neva read the dolrinal articles of the church of Eng-
¢t land, andcompare them with the maodern fermans of the
“ bifhops, and the greater part of ecclefiaftics in that
¢ church, would he not be tempted to form fentiments
¢¢ very difadvantageous to their honeﬁy and uprightnefs 2™
Grakam.
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to. determine what they are; and yet unty]
this be done, Chriftians  cannot have per~
fe® communion together. The additions
which haye been unwarrantably made to
the dofirines and worfhip of Chnff, and
which have been {upported by civil efta
blifhments, hinder Chriftiass from coming
to.an underftanding on this head ;. apd, up~
lefs thefe be removed,union and commupion
in the church are hardly to be expefted.
Unfhackled as we are in this favored clime,
it becgmes us to return to firft -principles,
and feek dire€tion of the fountain of all wif-
dom.

By the effentials of religion are to be un-
derftood, thofe things which are neceflary
to be believed gnd pratiifed in order to fal-
vation; thofe things without which a per-
fon cannot be faved.—Let me remark here,
that a perfon may believe a number of doc-
trines, and comply with certain modes of
worthip, while a,t the fame time, he does not
hold them to be the eflentials of falvation.
If he does, then he muft exclude every one

|
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who does not believe and pradtife exaétly

as he does. -You and I, my brethren, have

received a certain {yftem, we are verily con-
vinced, that it is founded upon the unerring
word of God, we teach it to our children,
and are ready to give a reafon of our faith
to all men; but this is totally different from
maintaining our faith and praétice in all
their parts, to be the only road to heaven.
No man of lefs pride and arrogance than
the Pope himfelf will. pretend to this.*

THERE are only thefe three ways *which
occur to me, by which we can judge what

are the effentials of religion: .

* Every perfon who is vauainted with the Author,

knows that he profefles to believe thofe do&rines called
Calviniftic. He was inftru@ed in them when a child ;
he ftudied them in riper years, under.the meft approved
mafters ; -he has maintained them in the pulpit, and from
‘the prefs.  But he would reckon himfelf to be indeed def-
titute of a Calviniﬁic fpirit, and to have received the
grace of God in vain, did he fet up his faith as the ftandard

of all others, and rathly condemn thofe who. cannot be-

lieve precifely as he does.---Ye who are of a different per-
fuafion, let one whom yc deem of the /ir:é?e/’ /241, provoke
you to charm and liberaliry.
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1. THE fele@ing thofe things in which the
generality of Chriftians are agreed. Though-
they differ in doftrines and modes of wor-
fhip, yet they hold certain fundamentals,
and thefe are the eflentials of religion. The
matters concerning which they differ, cap.
not be eflential, unlefs we will {ay that the
‘one or the other cannot be faved. Even
bigotry itfelf is found to declare a charitable
hope for fome of other perfuafions; but
where is this hope founded, if fuch do not
believe what is neceflary to falvation? - Lu-
ther and Calvin differed in doftrines of coa-
fiderable i 1mportance, the controverly was
managed with heat; but none of us can
doubt that Luther and Calvin have long
fince embraced in heaven. None of us will

pronounce who of them has the higheft feat
in glory.

ANOTHER way in which we may be can-
vinced that the eflentials of religion are few,
and which will help us to determine what
they are, is by attending to the pre_;udlccs
and fmall degree of knowledge in thofe
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whom we have reafon to believe ark tfuly
pious. Thére inay be fotite truths in which
they are not ‘well infttufted, and to which,
~from their education @nd:circumftances ih
life, they 'may cdriceive a diflike, while fHey
are altuated by fincere love to 'God ‘ard
‘fmth in Chrift. Thefe words of the Apdftle
‘to the Coririthians, plainly teach s, thit
‘grace ‘may confift with great ‘imperfection
in'knowledge; I have feil you withmilk,-ank
‘not with meat : for -hithérto ye were not able
‘bo-bear it, neither et mow wre ye able. In'thie
époftolic age, perfons ‘were received into
‘the church, and deemed believers on a fum- .
‘inary confeffion of faith in'Chrift, -anid wefe
‘aftérwards inftruéted in the whole counfel
‘6f God. What ‘was -abfoltitely ‘neceffary
was-at firft required, and otlier truths ‘were
communicated to profeffors according to
their circumftances and ftrength. As
“the dofirines concerning ‘which many de-
‘nominatiotis difpute, cannot be effential,
fo: neither thofe of which: pérfonsapparently
pxous, dre ignorant, ‘We :muft take into'the

- .
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account only fuch in which there is a gene-
ral agreement, and which conftitute the very
effence of religion,

A Tuirp and principal way by which
the church is to be guided as to articles of
faith, is a clofe obfervance of the precepts

" and praftice of Chrift and his Apoftles. No
_ other terms of communion ought to be main~

_—

tained, than thofe which they clearly autho~

rize. Their declarations ought to be held
facred. The Apoftle John aflures us, in
the words of the text, that whofoever belicveth
that Jefus is the Chrift is born. of God ; and
if fo, Chrift the Head of the family acknow-
ledges him, and the ftewards of his houfe
may not refufe the provifion which he hath
made for his children.

LeT us inquire a kittle into the import
of this general declaration. It is fhort, but
very comprehenfive. Though it be given
rather as a mark of the real Chriftian, yet as

fuch an one muft maintain the effentials of

N

o
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falvasian, it will lead us to.the knowledge of
thefe. There is neceffarily contained ip be-
llevmg that Jefus is the Chrift, a number of
truths which lie at the foundatxon of all true
xehgwn. | |

F;Rs'q, There is contamcd a belief: -of the ‘
v ﬁnful flate of mankmd and-thelr mabﬂny to
recover thamf@l'ves lf they are not finners,
or if they can by any means makc repara:
tion for their offences againft God, there i

" no need of a Saviour. 'inch Bcrfons, there-
fore, who think that thcy can, by followm%
the light of nature, obtain the favour of*
6od, do coaﬁﬁently cnough reje& all re-
velatlon concerning Chrift, as an Impoﬁtmn
on men. Why fhould they depend upon
another for what they can do for themfefves?
How can it be reconciled with the wif{dom
of God, to prov1de a way of redemption
which is whollyy unneceffary? It is moftievi-

dent that a confeffion of® guilt-before God,

* and- which. unaveidably. expofes: us to his
wrath, is. effential to.the Chriftian. religion.
The whole have no need of a phyfician, but

i
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they that are ick.. Chtik &5 come to fave that:

which was affy er he i$ A6t come at all.

StconpLy, Whofoever bélieves the fine:
fill and helplefs finte of mankind, muft; in-
conneftion; believe; that falvation proceeds:
mefely ffom the good pkéafure of God. He:
is free ahd fovereign in thé défign, and in
the exécutiod of the plan.  Hé might, with-
out any impeachment of his juftice, have"
left all to perifh in their fins; yea, his juf-
tice rould have been glorified i thedF con-

deirination; Acierding to his mevey, ke faved:
us. God fo loved the world, shut ke gave his

only begotten Son. By grace wie ye faved,

The gift of God 3 eternal life. 'Fhis truth is

of the utmoft importahice, as it tends to
humble the finner, enhance his obhganons,
~and give himi adoring views of the depth of

the tickes both of the wifdom and knowledge of
Geod. .

TrigoLy, Thefe is coftainedin believ-
ing that Jefus is the Chrift, an acknowledg-
mént, that lié was appointed by God to-be

y ,

v
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a Mediator, and that he hath fully accom-:
‘plithed his work. If there be a Saviour, he .
“had a divine commiiffion, and was adequate

to what he undertook. A firm perfuafion

of this, is abfolutcly neceflary ; for we will .
not place tonfidence in one of whofe ap-:
pointment and ability we are doubtful.
Thofe called Deifts reckon the golpel a cun-’

ningly devifed fable, and the Jews, though
they believe in a revelation, yet refufe to-
fubmit to Jefus of 'Nazareth whom their fa--
thers crucified. The former truft in their

own natural powers, and the latter, while .
- they expe& aDeliverer, difown the true one.
Both are to be excluded from memberfhip -

in the church, becaufe they deny what forms
the foundation of all.

~ Irtisproper to go a little farther here and
fay, that if Chrift hath fully accomplithed
falvation for finners, he hath, in their place,
fatisfied all the demands which the law of
God had againft them. It puts charity to
the rack to believe that any man can be a.
Chriftian who denies the neceflity and effi-
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- cacy of the atonement of Chrift; who does
not receive him as a prieft, as well as a pro-
phet and a king. What was the fignifica-
tion of all the facrifices under the law ? Did

‘they not point to the Lamb of God, whick
taketh away the fin of the world? What is
the obvious ‘meaning of thefe paflages of
{cripture ? God made him to be fin for us; and

' He bare our fin} in his odm body on the tree.

" Can they, without wrefting them, mean any

thing elfe, than that Chrift was a fubftitute,

that his fufferings were accepted of God for -

. finners?

WE muft go ftill farther. If Chrift made
an atonement, it was fuch as God would ac-
cept; it muft have been infinite; and this
could not be, unlefs the vi@im was God. If
he was only man, where was the merit of
his fufferings? Where the fatisfaétion pro-
portioned to the offence >—How far dark-
nefs and fcruples on this fubjeét may con-
fift with a gracious heart, is, perhaps, impof-
fible to tell. With one of this charaler, I
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cannot hold communion ; but, I leave him
to the judgment of God. Almighty Father?
Thou knoweft our frame, and remembereft
that we are duft! By thy fe.nteacc, we muft
ftand or fall! _ N

_ Fourtury, Whofoever believeth that

Jefuas is the Chrift, will maintain the ntefs
fity of the affiftance of the holy Spirit to be-
gin and perfevere it the ways of rlghtéduf-
pefs. This i connefied with the belisf of
~ our {piritual death; and if we admit the one,
we muft admit the other. To aflert that tto
fupcrnatural influence 1s neceﬂ'ary in form- _
ing usto a divine temper, i to bppofe the
method of falvation by Chrift.

Oxnce MokrE, To behevc that ]efus 1 t}xe
Chrift, is to recéive him as our Saviour, to
make open ¢onfeffion of him, by an attend-
ance 61 his worfhlp, and obedience to his
precepts. This is not fo properly an article
of faith, as it is the confequence of the be-
lief of the truths before mentioned.” Thefe
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truths, indeed, may be profeffed, when they
do. not produce obedience. Why cail ye me,
Lird; Lord, and do not thethings which Lfay 2
But then the faith is not of divine opér ation ;
# is not accompanied with a charige of
heart.

'WHOS:OEVER makes confeflion of thefe
truths, and' evidences: his fincerity by a holy
~ converfation, is born of God, and :an heir
of immortal glory. It will be pe’rceivéd
that fuch a confeflion is the natural and evi-
dent confequence of faith in- Jefis as the
Chriff. 1In the prefent ftate of the church,
the confeflion is not fufficient, whi ch is k-
mlted to an aflent to the fingle ancl general
propoﬁuon Men, by not attendi ng to the
difference between early and” lat‘ter days,
may deceive themfelves; and.t hey may
form explanations which are ine dmiffible.
- On the other hand, it is equally improper
to infift upon ‘the belief of dofri nes which
- have been long and- ftrenuoufly contefted.
Let us take thofe things in whicl 1 there is a
mutyal confent, - While this we juld fix a
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ground for union, it is perfetily confiftent
with every one holding what he thinks right
in matters of leflfer importance. - Chriftians
ought to forbear one another, to pay a de-
- ference to the opinions of athers, as well as
to their own. If every denomination is to
contend for all parts of their creed, who is
to judge between them? They appeal to
fcripture, and, differing in their interpreta-
tions, who will dare. to fay, that only his
party has found the truth? Surely, in all
our ftrife about orthodoxy, we ought to cul-
tivate humxhty and charity.

" LET it not be faid, that the dlﬁmguxfhmg
thofe principles in which the generality of-
Chriftians are agreed, is incompatible with
the neceflity of creeds; for they are flill ufe-
ful in preventing doftrines confefledly er:.
roneous; what is blameable, is the enlarg-
ing them fo as to include things concerning
which the beft and wifeft of men have ever
thought differently. Nor ought itto be faid,
that in forming creeds we may not, if we
“would avoid dlfagreement, defcend to ex-
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planations; for in thefe, a bond of exten-’
five union will be found. Were we to exa-
mine the creeds of the greater part of pro-
fefimg Chriftians, we would find, that though
they differ in words, yet there is a very ge-
neral agreement in the truths which have
been briefly mentioned. Even in the church
of Romie, the mother of harlots and abomina~
tions of the earth, much truth-is found. She
" does not.err, {o much in,a denial of effen-
tials, as in her numerous and i 1mpure dddi-
tlons.

;WHAT the_n has made {chifms in the
church ? What has made fuch a variety in
0 .

* Whocver is at the pains to compare the feveral con-
feflions, pamculatly that of the Proteffant churchés, muft
be convinced of what is here afferted. He'will affent to
thefe words of a learned and candid writer; It will
¢ be evident that they agree not only in the effential foun-
.« dations of religion, but in all the principles of fpecial
¢« moment ; and that thefe whiclhrany of them differ about,
“¢ are no wife comparable to the others, -either for their
“« number or importance.”—~—Dunlop’s Preface to the
Wetminfter Confeflion._

¢
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the faith and worfhip of Chriftians? Is- it
not the prefcribing unneceflary articles; and
the prefcribing them under worldly pains
Here is the great miftake ; not the prefcrib-
ing terms of commumion, ~which Jevery.
church may do, but ‘the dncluding articles
not warranted by - {cripture, ‘and enforcing
~ thefe by the lofs of civil privileges. ¥ men
were left to jullge forthemfelves, and aét
accordmg to their light, there would be lefs
error and greater uniformity among:Chif-
tians. The great dotrines of religion will
ever fupport themfelves by their owa evi-
dence, “Truth needs bnly an’ equal ' ad-
vantage with error, to gain an eternal vic-
tory over it.

To fee the fatal effe@s of forcing mef in-
to religious fentiments, read the hiftory of
the church. See a dofitine at onetime ad-
vocated, and at another reprobated!See
the author of it'at one time carefled, and at -
anOther, driven into bamfhment orputtoa
cruel death! Hear it demanded of the he-
retic bound'to a ftake, « Renounee, or- you
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“guit burn! Tura your view for a
- mement to Popifh countries, and behold
men under the neceflity either of abandon-
ing reafon and common fenfe, or going in-
to the grofleft hypocrify, or fuffering the
dire terrors of an inquifition! Behold a
firange fcene open to you! Infidelity fetting
its mouth againit the heavens! This thou
hiaft doge, O fpiritual tyranny! Long haft
thou ufurped the throne of Jelus, and now,
thou haft raifed a band of infidels, who would
banith him for ever! On thy tosal over-
throw {hall his kmgdom be eftablifhed!

THE fears of fome ferious perfons, that
without the aid of civil eftablifhments, re-
ligion will decline, are groundlefs. The
hopes of infidels, that with the " deftruttion
of thefe eftablifhments, Chriftianity will be
abolifhed, will meet with eertain difappoint-
- ment. They fhall know, and O! that they
may krow it in mercy, that they were inftru-
ments in the hand of God, to prepare the
way before him. Now they do not believe

that Jefus is the Chnift; andif they perfitin
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thelr mﬁdehty, they wxll exclalm with ‘ghe
apoftate Julian, in  the agony of death,
“ Thou haft conqucred me O Galilean!” -

In thofe places where the church is un-
happily incorporated with the ftate, itis im-
poflible for Chriftians to do much to reform
abufes. The attempt would be called rebel-
lion,and therefore,they muftwait the progrefs
of revolutions to wreft from princes their-un-
lawful fceptres.” But in our nation much -
might be done, if God gave a willing mind,
to exhibit original Chriftianity to-the world.
"The reafons which operate abroad for dif-
ferent communions, do not exift here, fave
the prejudices which have been imported,
and the habits of thinking occafioned by
former conne&lons

THERE is every appe‘arancé that dreadful
calamities await foreign nations, efpecially
thofe which. have been in alliance with
Rome, and which ftill retain a portionof her

 fpirit. If we would efcape their plagues, weé’
muft not partake of their fins. - We" ﬁmﬁ-
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improve the«opportunity which God hath
given us, in removing improper diftintions,
healing divifions, and preferving entire the
“body of Chrift, which is his Church. Were
the feveral denominations to relax-alitte as
to fome of their peculiar tenets, and allow
their bréthren - the fame liberty which they
claim for themfelves, an union would not
appear to be impratticable. While, how- .
ever, the Epifcopalian will infift that no or-
dination is valid, except what i Is obtained in
the mode of his own church® the Pre{by-
terian infift that the ufe of the Gommon
Prayer Book is unlawful; the Dutch re-
formed Proteftant infift that it is indifpen-
fable to letture once every Lord’s day on
the Heidelbergh Catechifm, and fprinkle
thrice in baptifm: and the Baptift deny
the validity of {prinkling, or of any baptifar
except what is adminiftred toadults; while-
thus, every denomination will rigoroufly
make their diftinguithing {entiments or
praétices, terms of communion, no junétion
can take place. When perfons who are
not willing to break down ‘thele partition
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walls, lament the divifions amoeng Chriflians,
and talk of union, itis all grimace; or they
mean that all the Chriftian world ought in
confeience to embrace their {entiments,
which are the beft, moﬁfcnptural and cer-
tainly infallible.* But union will be the par
ticular fubje@ of another difcourfe, if it
~pleafe God ' that we meet again. Let me
conclude, at prefent, with exhomng in a
few words,

A\

1. Tros® who have never believed in
Chrift, to an immediate, open, and fincere
zcknowledgment of him as their Lord and
Saviour. Unlefs you voluntarily fubmit
to his {fceptre, he will break you 'with a rod
of iron. All enemies fhall be put under his
feet. Infidels may fcoff, but Jefusis ordain-
ed to be the judge of the world. He fhall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

\

* The Author does not mean by this’ thht any denomz-
nation fhould, contrary to the light of their own minds,
renounce their peculiar fentxments ; but only, not to
ftamp them as effentials, or deem them of fich lmportancc
as to hinder fome general bond of union.

/ !
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in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey mot the gofpel of
our Lord Fefus Chrift : who fhall be punifhed
with everlafling defirultion from the prefence
of the Lord, and from the glory-of his power.
O! be alarmed now, and flee from the
wrath to come. Come unto Chrif}, that ye
may find reft unto your fouls.

Acain, Let thofe who have received
Chrift, be aftive in his fervice. 'When you
{eehim fo greatly difhonored in the world,
let your zeal for his glory be inflamed. Be
not difmayed at the figns of the times.
Jefus reigns. Diftruft not his power and
grace. In duetime, his kingdom will come.
Yet a little whil;, and he that fhall come, will
come, and will not tarry. We look for glo-
rious days of the Son of man upon this
earth, when the Jews fhall be brought in,
with the fulnefs of the Gentiles. Thefe
days may be near; but if not feen by us,
and if mankind fhould be involved in
~ general calamity while we live, let us wait
upon God, and expeét a reft beyond the

~ grave,






DISCOURSE V.

UNITY or Tuz CHURCH.

I. CORINTHIANS i. 13.

" Is Cnns'r'mvmnn ?

THIS ‘queftion contains the ftrongeft
deniél, and was intended to ftrike the Co-
rinthians with the great impropriety of the
divifions among them. Chrift is not divid-
ed. Thereis only one Saviour whofe doc-
trine we receive, and on whofe merits we
depend. He is the head, believers are the
‘ P ,
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members, and this body is one and indi-
vifible. |

T 1k Corinthians, by arranging themfelves
in parties under different leaders, afted as
though there were different Chrifts, diffe-
rent communions, and different ways of fal-
vation; whereas thefe were the fame to all;
and from this confideration, the Apoftle’
moft folemnly and affeétionately exhorted
them to union. 1 befeechyou, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Fefus Chrift, that ye all
" fpeak the fame thing, and that there be
no divifions among you, but that ye be perfeli-
ly joined together: in. the fame mid, and in the
Jame judgment. /

. Divisions began {o early,and have con-
finued fo long ‘in the church, that many
Chriftians feem not to think them an evil;
at leaft they are confidered as'unavoidéble,
and' attended with fpecial advantages. Itis
alledged, that they are  confiftent with all
‘'that unity of the church, and communion
6f faints which are to be expefled in’ this
world. A promife was made, fome time
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‘ago, of a difcourfe on this fubje&, which ap-
pears to me in a very ferious and important
light, as being one to which our attention
is peculiarly called by the figns of the times.
Let me entreat you, my brethren, to hear
with candour, and to help me with your
prayers. I fhall, firft, fhow that the union
of profefling Chriftians is defirable and at-
tainable ; -and then, point out fome of the
hinderances of it, and anfwer the principal
objettions which have been raifed againft it.

Tue church muft, from the 'nature of
things, be compofed of many different fo-
cieties. The members are not all of the
fame natiorn, or language, they cannot all
aflemble together in the fame place. They
are obliged, for the fake of convenience and
order, to divide themfelves -into fmall and
particular focieties. This is the cafe of thofe
who are moft clofely united, and who come
under one general denomination; but as
this does not break the union of that deno-
mination, fo the whole number of Chriflians
throughout the world form only one’ body.
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If we liken the church to a houfe, it may be
faid, that numerous as the apartments are,
it is but one houfe; if to an empire, it has
feveral provinces ; if to an army, though it
confift of many divifions, and various na-
tions, yet it is enlifted under one Captain,
. and engaged in one caufe. Such is the
dottrine of Chrift and his Apoftles. Though
we read of churches in particular places,
yet they were all colleftively confidesed as
one church, and which the Apoftle defcribes
by all that in eery place call upon the name
of Fefus Chrift our Lord, both theirs and

ours.*

WE are early taught to fay, “ I believe an
“ holy Catholic. Church.” Catholic is general

\

* The unity of the church is well expreffed in the li-
beral Preface to the Conttitution of the Reformed Dutch
Church. ¢ The various denominations, or defcriptions
“¢ of particular churches, under which, from many un-
¢ avoidable circumftances of language, nation, or other
¢¢ caufes of diftinétion, believers are clafled, do not affect
* any fchifm in the body, or deftroy the communion of
¢ faints.”
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or univerfal; and this part of the creed is
explained in our Catechifm to mean, « That
“the Son of God, from the beginning to
“ the end of the world, gathers, defends, and
«* preferves to himfelf by his Spirit and word,
“ out of the whole human race, a church
¢ chofen to everlafting life, agreefrig in true
« faith.” And again, it is declared in our
Confeflion of Faith, that “ This holy church
¢ is not confined, bound, or limited, to a
« certain place, or to certain perfons, but is
*«{pread and difperfed over the whole
« world, and yet is joined and united with
“ heart and will, by the power of faith in
« one and the fame {pirit.”* All Chriftians,
therefore, being really united as members of
the fame body, ought to preferve a mutual
efteem and affettion. Particular churches
ought to extend their care to their filter
churches, to feek not their own profit, but the
profit of many, and to teftify by certain adls,
whenever circumftances will admit, that
they all belong to the general church. T'o

* Heidel. cat. que?. 54. Art. 27.
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purfue only therxeligious intereft of their
own comsiunity, is party-{pirit;and not that
dove which the gofpel ihfpites. Truelove
endeavours to promote the common »wel-
fare of Chrlﬁs kmgdom C '

How frcquently and eameﬁiy does the
Apoftle Paul enjoin uniop upon the’ firft
churches ! Hear his words in the beginning
of the 4th chapter of the Epiftleto the
Ephclians. Zitherefore, the prifoner of the
Lord, befeech you, that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all
lowlinefs and mecknefs, with long-fuffering,

Jforbearing one another in'love ; éndeavouring
to keep theiunity of the Spirit in the bomd of
peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, cven
as ye are called in one hope of your calling ;
onc Lord, one fuith; one baplifm, one: God), and
Father of ally who is above all, and through
all, and in you all. * We find him farther, in
the 15th and-16th vérfes, in order to enforce
union, comparing the church to a natural
body. The head, even Chrifl, from whom the
‘wiole bady filly joinzd logether, and compalled
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by that which every joint fupplieth, according
o the effeltual working in the meafure of every
part, maketh increafe of the body, unto the edi-
fying of itfelf in love. The fame comparifon
* is ufed in the 12th chapter of his Epiflle to
the Romans. - We being many, are one body in
Chrift, and every one members one of another.
Hear likewife his tender addrefs in the be-
ginning of the 2d chapter of the Epiftle to
" the'Philippians. If there be, therefore, any
confolation in Chrif, of any comfort of love, if
anyfellowfhip of the Spirit, of any bowels and
merctes, fulfil ye my joy, that-ye be like-mind-
ed, having the Jame love, being of one -accord,
of one mind.. It cannot be faid with -any
juftice; that thefe exhortations of the Apofile
apply only to union. and harmony in parti-
cular churches; for, the fame reafon why -
Chriftians Thould maintain union in:a parti-
cular church, is good likewife for maintain.
mg unien.amonhg all the particular churches,
in one general church. ‘'Whe fhall fay, how.
large one denominatiosi of Chriftians fhall
be, before they form an ntire feparation?,
Who fhall. dray the line of divifion, or, fay.
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in what way the body is to be cut into
pieces? If one denomination may confift of
numerous particular churches, and it be
the duty of thefe to cultivate a corzefpond-
ence, and conne(t themfelves by fome vifible
bond of union, will any man pretend to fay,
that a correfponderice-and union are not de-
firable, and cannot take place'in a‘'manner
ftill more extenfive? If they cannot, then
the body is divided contrary to the plain
declarations .of fcripture; for, to fay that
Chriftians are unitéd when they *have not,
and ought not to feek any external inter-
courfe with one anether, is to'fay, that parts
which are never joined, conftitute a whole,
or that love can exift where there is noex-
change of . kmd ofhces. IR

Tue praEtlce of Chnﬁlans in l'eparatmg,
and excluding ene another from:commu-
nion, is direétly oppofedito the unity of the
church, and is not founded on .the writings
of the Apoftles. - Befides the injunétions
_ already mentioned, we are warned to mark

and avoud thofe zubo cauje dwfonis.. Were a
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heathen nation to receive the gofpel, they
would not conclude from any thing in the
Ncw Teftament, that it was their duty,
whenever their rellglous focieties increaled,
to become totally unconnefted; but on the
contrary, that though they were obliged to
form many congregations, yet they con-
tinued to be one body united to the fame
Saviour, and to one another. They would
read of churches being planted in different
places, of the Apoftle having’ the care of all
the churches, of one church recelvmg ‘the
members of another on recommendation ;
and they mult neceﬂ'arlly think, that all
were. eftablithed in the fame do&rine and
'worﬂnp. We mult believe then, that the
union of the members of the church is de-
firable and attainable; for, otherwife, it
would notbe fo frequently and earneftly en-
joined. 'Let us inquire now, what are the
liinderances of it.

1. ECCLESXASTICAL eﬁabh(hments have
been a great hmderance Bythefe certain ar-

Q
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ticles of faith, and ufages inworthip are pre-
{cribed as abfolutely neceffary to commu-
" nion. Thofe who cannot eomply are con-
fequently caft out, and laid under the ne-
ceflity of cre&mg a féparate communion,
and thus a divifion is produced. - The
church of Rome would not fuffer the Re-
formers to continue with her. She cruclly
enforced her belief and praéhce by torture
and death. The charge of fchifm refts up=
on her, and not upon the Proteftants. Hap-
py had it been for Proteftants, had they pur-
fued a different courfe, and not eftablifhed
their forms of religion ; had they renounced
‘the {pirit as well as the fuperﬂ:mon of Rome.
By not doing this, union and a ‘greater uni-
formity among them ‘was prevented from
taking place. - ‘Different forms, all alike
eftablifhed by human laws, could ot ‘ap-
“proach one another. Error once enthron-
ed, withftood the attacks of reafon and fcrip-
ture. To thofe who could not confcien-
“tioufly conform, there was no remedy but
by a diffent. Much as the worthy Reform-
ers lamented and endeavoured to heal the
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differences, yet fuch was the ftate of things,
and fuch influence had civil on religious

concerns, as to hinder an accommodation..
Councils and conferences were held to little

purpofe, and this muft be the cafe until

eﬁabldhments are ovcrthrown.

AnoTHER hinderance of union is a dif-
ference between Chriftians about matters.
not eflential. They do not confider that -
union is confiftent with a diverfity of opi-
nion about many things, providedathat they
agree in great and leading principles. Who
differed more widely than the Jewifh and
Gentile converts? Does the Apoftle advife
them to a feparauon? No: He fhows them,
that there was no foundation for their con-
tention and uncharitable cenfurés. Seeing
both parties afted according to their light,
and the ditates of their confcience, there
was nothing in either of their fentiments, on

- {ubjeds fo trivial, inconfiftent with true re-
hglon He exhorts them, therefore, not to
obtrude their opinions on each other, and
to continue in communion together. Him
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that is weak in the faith réceive ye, but not to
doublful difputations. For one believeth that
ke miay eat all things : another who is weak,
cateth herbs. Let'not him that eateth defp ﬁ:
him that eateth not; and let not him which
- eateth not judge him that eateth ; forGed hath -
recetved him. Who art thou that judgeft
.another man's fervant 2 To his own mafler he
ﬁandeth or fallet/x Though in the church-
of Corinth, there were phllofophers, rheto-
ricians, and Judalzmg ‘teachers, each of’
whom had . their pccuhar fentiments and
cuftoms, and which occafioned the conten- -
tion among them, yet we find how fevercly
the Apoﬁle reproved them, and how au- -
thoritatively he warned them againfta fepa--
ration.

Ir any fay, that to inculcate union, while
there 1 1s a difference in faith and praétice, is
to avow latitudinarian prmcxples, they may
be told that an infpired Apoftle is an excel-’
lent guide. Surely we may be as liberal as
he was; we may teach what hetaught; for’
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what he 'recewed of the I.ord he hath delivered

unto Uus.

PERrHAPs, a principal miftake on the fub-
jeft of wnion, is an opinion that it cannot
exift without perfe& uniformity. Was the,
primitive church uniform? Did the. Jews

"and Gentiles perfeétly agree in their doc-
trines and ceremonies? Has the church
been uniform at any period fince the publi- -
cation of the gofpel? Where is the parti-
cular denomination this day upon earth, in-.
which all the members exatly agree in:
doftrine and mode of conduéting public
worfhip? Are not particular congregations
of the fame denomination found to differ
more from one another, than the denomi-
nation itfelf differs from fome other deno-
mination ?* Does, or ought this difference to

* The two refpe@able Dutch congregations of New-
York and Albany, differ as to their cuftoms in public
worfhip. The difference is ot no confequence, and would
not be mentioned, did it not prove my affertion. At Al-
bany, the males and females fit in feparate feats in the
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occafion the neceffity 6f a divifion? Then-
the church of Chrift muft be torn into in- -
numerable parts. It is a miftake, my
brethren, which has been ruinous, to think
that uniformity is neceflary. The church :
pever was uniform, nor can we fay that it
will ba entirely fo, even in its mof} glorious
ftate in this world. National eftablifhments
inftead of producing uniformity and union,
have caufed variety and divifion. What was

church., The clerk begins the fervice with reading the
ten commandments, or the creed ; then a pfulm is fung;
after this, he reads the chapter out of which the minifter
has chofen his text ; ‘when thls is ended, another pfalm is
fung, and the minifter rifes. The colle@ion for the poor
is made, as in many other Dutch churches, in time of the
fermon. None of thefe cuftoms are exaltly followed in
the congregation at New-York ; for though it is ufual
with the clerk to read a chapter, and fometimes the ten
commandments, yet the fame mode and order of intro-
ducing the fervice is not obferved. Do not congregations
then of the fame name, differ more from one another in
thefe fmall matters, than any of them differ from the
Prefbyterian congregat.ions ? Surely thefe things are not
effential to communion. The perfons muft be contradted
and bigoted in a great degree, who would infift upon, or
who wou)d refufe to'comply with either of them.
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the effet of the a& pafled in England under
the reign of Elizabeth? A confiderable
body feparated from the eftablifhed chureh,
What evil might have been prevented, had
this dire€tion of the Apoftle been duly re-
- garded! Let every man be Sfully perfuaded in
his own mind.. Chriftians will approach
much nearer to uniformity, when eftablifh-
ments are abolifhed, when no compulfive
meafures are ufed, and when religion is left
to fupport itfelf by its own evidence and
excellence. But if uniformity fhould never
take place, it ought not, and it will not him-
der the union of Chriftians, when other
-obftacles are removed. It is evident from
thefe words of the Apoftlein the gd chapter’
of the Epiftle to the Philippians, the ; 5th
and 16th verfes, that only an agreement in
fundamental truths is neceffary; Lo us,
therefore, asmany as be perfe, be thus mind.
ed; and if in any thing ye be otherwife mind.-
ed, God fhall reveal even this unto you.
Neverthelefs, whereto we haye already at-
tained, let us walk by the fame rule, let ws
mind the fame thing. 1 am thus particu-
lar in quoting the place where thefe words
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are found, that your attention may be fixed
upon them, that you may weigh them at
your leifure, that you may apply for affift-
ance to what commentators you pleale ; and
if, upon full confideration, you judge that
they. teach what is here afferted, then I be-
feech ‘you to ¥ield that reverence and obe-
dience which are due to dwme infpiration.
Let me mention,

ONCE morE, The prejudices, paﬂioxié;
" and interefts of men, as being oppoled to
union. The favorable opinion which a party
‘imbibes of itfelf, and the unfavorable one
which it entertains of others, the pride
which is {o natural to men, and their attach-
‘ment to real or imaginary- intereft, often
raife a ftrong barrier. Thele are efpecially
nurfed under eftablifhments, where one fet
receives the exclufive favour of civil go-
vernment, and is promoted to places of
honour and profit. Indeed, there have been
always thofe in the church, who to advance
their own interef and reputation, have
made and continued fchifins. Who is not
grieved to find chargeable with this, even

- -
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the preachers of the golpel of peace?
g Searching. the ancient hiftories,” fays
Jerome, « I can find none that hath more
“ rent the church of God than thofe that
« fuftain the office of Minifters.” Thefe too
often begin divifions, and cherifh the pre-
judices of men, merely from felfith views.
. Though it is much eafier to make a breach
than to heal it, and men cannot fuddenly -
diveft themfelves of ways of thinking to
which they have been early and long habi-
tuated ; yet, were their leaders more up-
right, did they ftudy the glory of God more,
and their own lefs, prejudices would gra-
dually vanifh. The influence of the pub-
lic teachers of religion in diretting the
minds of their hearers, is great; and the:
maxim is generally true, That fuch as is the
minifter, fuch is the people.

Tresk things which havebeen mentioned,
appear to be the chief hinderances of union
among profeffing Chriftians. The radical
evil is eftablifhments; for, wherever thele

R .
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are, the ‘other things will follow; and-
wherever thefe are abolifhed, and the people
left to think and choofe for themfelves, pre-
judices wear off, and a greater liberality and
uniformity are introduced: Let me appeal
to the condition of the church in this coun-
try. Here are no eftablifhments; and what
is the confequence? Union between diffe-
rent denominations has been effetted; cor-
refpondence between others is maintained ;
and former jealoufies and contentions fub-
fide.* Can fuch a hierarchy as isin England
be found here? Is the government of the
Lpifcopal church more than a ftep diftant
from Prefbyterian equality? Is the exclu-
* five validity of Epifcopal ordination any

\

* The Author refers to the union of the Affociate and
Reformed Pefbyteries under the name of ¢ The Affociate
¢ Reformed Synod ;” to the union of the Prefbyterian
Churches and the Congregational Churches in Conne&i-
cut; and to the brotherly correfpondence between the
Prefbyterian, Scotch Prefbyterian, and Reformed Dutch
churches ; of all which, fee more in the Appendix. '
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more than the dream of a few not thorough-
ly awaked out of their fleep? *

It is to be confefled, that obftacles in the
way of union ftill remain, principally arifing
from the miftakes, prejudices, and interefts
of men; but thefe will be deftroyed by in-
creafing light, and efpecially by the pre-
valence of the power of religion, whenever -

* We fec verified in this country, thefe words of Mr.
Graham, in his ¢ Review,” &c. ¢ Take away from the
¢ diocefan bifhop, all that incorporations give him,—his
« title, his extravagant revenue, his fecular authority,l and
¢ his confequence as a peer of the realm, none of all
¢ which the Chriftian religion gives him ; and he will be
¢ left fo naked, fo like one of his own Prefbyters, that
¢¢ even the moft fnarling advocate for parity will not bark
¢« at him. It is civil authority only which beftows upon
¢ him all that raifes him above the Apoftolical Bifhop,
« whom Paul alfo calls by the lefs dignified title of . Pref-
¢ byter.”—The greateft difficulty as to a corinetion be-
tween Epifcopalians and Prefbyterians, appears to be a re-
tpaining prejudice with a few on one fide, about the mode
of ordination.” The Prefbyterians are liberal on this’ fub-
je&; an inftance of which they gave, by admitting into
their pulpits that extraordinary and eminently ufeful man,
- the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield.
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it fhall pleafe God to pour out his Spirit up- -

~onus. Itistime now to an{wer fome of the
objeétions which are brought againft an
union of different defcriptions of profefling
Chriftians. |

- 1. ITis faid, that fpecial advantages re-
fult from their divifions; fuch as, that they
watch over one another, and provoke one
another to greater zeal and fidelity in the-
propagation and prefervation of the truth.
This objefion proceeds. on the fuppofition
that difunion is no fin, and is not forbidden
in the word of God; for, if it be a fin, no
advantages which Providence is pleafed to
bring out of it, can juftify it. But I have
endeavoured to fhow, that it is deftruétive of
the unity of the church, and forbidden by
the divine command. Befides, thofe who
make this objection ought to put in the ba-
lance with the pretended good, the evils
which enfue. They ought to weigh the
triumph which the {eparations of Chriftians
- gtve infidels, the contrafted and uncharitable-
notions which they beget among profelfors -
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themfelves, and the bitternefs, wrath, envy-.
ings, and ftrife which they occafion. Let it
be added, that the advantages which are
mentioned, can all be better enfured by a.
flate of union. There will be'the fame
watchful care, and firiét attention to truth
among the members of the church. There
ever will be redrefs for herefy and immoral
praétice before the proper judicatories, un-
lefs we can fuppofe that Chrift {hall be with-
out witnefles in the world. There will be
greater certainty for the prefervation of
purity in the whole body by union; for if
the pure feparate, what is to become of the
impure? They will be as falt which has loft
its favour and is good for mothing, but to be
caft out, and to be trodden under foot of
men.*

# « Dr. Hopkins, in his Treatife on the Millennium,
fpcaking of the opinion, ¢ that difference in religious fen-
¢ timents and modes of worfhip, is attended with no in-
<« convenience, but is rather defirable, and advantageousé
*< and that all the union Yequired, or that can take place,
¢ js that of kind affe€tion, love and charity,” fays, « Such
“ fentimonts as thefc are not agreeable to reafon or ferip-
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AxoTiER objeftion to union is, that it
13 impratticable, becaufe ,of the variety of
opinions and cuftoms among the feveral de-
nominations. To invalidate this, it hasbeen
fhown, that uniformity is net neceflary.
Hardly two perfons can be found ‘in the’
world, who are agreed in every point of re-
ligion. There is indeed frequently “fiich a

difagreement as to render communion im-

¢ ture.” He thinks, that in the Millennium, ¢ there will
“bza gréat and general union in the belief and pradlice
¢«¢ of the truth ;” that men will ¢¢ be united in fentiments
“and pra&ice, fo as to form a beautiful, happy union
¢ and harmony ; which, will put an end to the variety and
% oppofition of opinions and pra&tices which now divide
« profefling Chriftians into fo many fc€ls, parties, and
‘ dcnominations.” So far as he means that they will be
united in great and leading truths, live in harmony and
communion together, he is undoubtedly right; but whe-
ther there will be entire uniformity, is a queftion., In my’
opinion, it is not neceffary. There will be different capa-
cities gnd different degrees of light then as well as now;
but, when under the powerful influence of the Spirit, there
w ill be mutual forbearance ; they will inquire and be
pught ; whereunto they have already attained, thcy will
,\:1" by "Ju fame ruL, they will mmd the fame thing.
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poflible; for inftance, when perfons differ
- in articles which they fuppofe to be funda
mental or neceflary to falvation. There is
again fuch a difagreement in important
dottrines and external forms of worlhip,,
as to render an union in the fame faciety
improper, while there may be fome general
intercourfe efltablifhed, and occafional com-
munion admitted. But with refpeét to all
thofe, whofe differences are of lefs moment,
though they may be exceedingly various,
yet there is nothing to hinder them from be-
coming full and conftant members of. the
fame church. We can conceive likewife of
abond of union, and each denomination re-
main at the fame time diftint. © A perfe&t
union even among thofe moft nearly agreed,
is what no one would think, in the prefent
ftate of things, either advifeable, or poflible.
There is a middle way. hetween a total coa-
- lition, and a total feparation.—The famous
Synod of Dort was compofed of divines not
only from the United Provinces, but alfo
from England, Scotland, the States of Bran-
denburgh, Switzerland, Geneva, the Pali-
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tinate, Bremen and Embden. How vener-
able the council! How beneficial their pro--
ceedings! Jefus the head of the church, ap-

proved their defigns, and {fucceeded theirla-:
bours.—Let me repet, that a perfe&t union
or incorporation, is whatno wife man would
think either pra&ticable or. neceffary; but

-that one might be formed, and the peculia-

rities of every denomination be preferved
inviolate. This is fubmitted as my opinion
and if condemned by wifer and more ex-
perienced men, let it be charitably called an
error of the head, and not of the heart.

Let the righteous fmite me, it fhall be a kind-
nefs 5 and let him reprove me, it fhall be an ex-
cellent oil, which fhall not break my head. 1
plead in my juftification the opinion of the
good and the wife who have alwayslament-
ed the divifions of Chriftians, and at diffe-
renttimes ufed their moft ftrenuous exertions

; to heal them. Attempts were made at the

Reformation, and attempts have been made
fince, but they were made againft principa-
kities and powers, and there;ore, proved un-
fuccefsful. . ‘
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It is difficult to fay, how far union ought
to be extended, or what ought to be the pre-
eife form of it; but there can be no hefita-
tion to fay, thata much néarer unionamong
{evéral denominations in this country, than
fhow exifts, is defirable and attainable; and

will, probably, in'due time, be effeted. We

‘may judge of the form by precedents before
us; and it is not vainto think of fome bond
of union between churches ftill more unlike
to one another.*

S

* The correfpondence between the Dutch Reformed,
the Affociate Reformed, and the Prefbyterian Synods, be-
gan in 1785, and was continued until 1790. The plan
was firft propofed by forue of the minifters of the Dutch
church. Delegates from each of thefe Synods met annual-
ly in ConvENTION, which pofiefled only powers of coun-
fel and advice. Here was a bond of union. The reafon
of a failure was, perhaps, becaufe the ®ond was not the
moft proper ; at leaft, I am unwilling to afcribe it to any
other thing. The Reverend Dr. John Mafon, than whom
few men had amore accurate judgment, and-a more honeft
heart, was defirous of the continuance of the correfpond-
ence, and hoped that much good would refult from it. I

~ will be excufed here, in paying a fmall refpect to the me-
o,
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THERE has been a federal union of the
ftates in civil government, and why not like-
wife of the churches? Thetimeis expetted
when nations will learn war no more, and
why not a time when all the members of
Chrift's church throughout the world, fhall
embrace in love? America has been the

firft in eftablifhing civil liberty, may we not
hope that fhe fhall be the firft in difarming

mory of a man, who was my neighbour and my friend,
- whom I knew too late, and of whofe value I was hardly
fenfible, until I experienced his lofs. Tinctured at firft
-with a few European prejudices, they foon vanifhed in the
American clime, and his excellent underftanding ripened
-and mellowed into Chriftian forbearance and liberality. He
had prudence without cunning, cheerfulnefs without levity,
dignity without pride, friendthip without ceremony,
charity without undue latitude, and religion without often-
tation. He refts in peace, far beyond the cenfure or the
applaufe of mortals. Difappointed in the profpet of an
union between the denominations mentioned, he is gone
to join the general affembly and church of the firft born,
‘where all is harmony and love. The congregation which
he ferved have ere@ed a handfome monument to his me-
mory, but the moft honorable monument, is the place he
holds in their hearts, and the lafting efteem of all who
knew him.



Teie C H U R C H. 143

infidels, by exhibiting Chriftianity pure and
undefiled to the view of men. Greater op-.
portunities are afforded to us, than to any -
other nation, and let it be faid with the ut--
motft ferioufnefs, that if we improve them ;
not, God may contend with us. We have

fuffered already by his judgments, and it be-

comes us to inquire into the caufe of them.

To me, it has appeared that one caufe of

the divine anger, is the want of a difpofition

to union; and that to this may be afcribed

the withholding of divine influences in the

adminiftration of ordinances. Our peculiar

circumflances call for a peculiar conduét.

The arguments for a ftate of difunion which

would be juft in another cauntry, are totally

inapplicable in this.

IT is worthy of our attention, that before
the defcent of the holy Ghoft at Pentecoft,
the difciples were all with one accord in one
place. How loving and united were they!
All was ferene like a fummer evening, when
the Jound came from heaven as of a rufhing
maghty zvz'n(d, and it filled all the houfe where
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they were fitting. s there not reafon to, be-
lieve, that did Chriflians endeavour more for
a fpirit of union and love, God would com-
mand a bleffing? That this would be a
token of the near approax:h of thofe happy
days which we warmly defire, and have long
expefted ?—Suffer me noew, my brethren, to
turn your attention to fome praftical im-
provement of what has been faid.

1. WE may learn the great depravity of
haman nature. This is the bitter root from
which_contentions. fpring. Our Saviour,
well knowing. how mankind would abufe
the riches of his goodnefs, foretold what
fhould happen on this earth; that offences
fhould come ; that hefhould fend fire on the
earth; that inftead of peace there thould be
rather divifion ; and that thofe of  the fame

“houfe {hould be divided. Can there be a
ftronger proof of-a difordered nature, than
that the greateft good fhould be made the
occafion of fin, the means of our recovery
abufed to our own deftruétion? When we
confider the diffenfions of even great and
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. good men, how hard to remove their mifun- -
derftandings, and reconcile or bring them
to a proper temper ; when we confider how
much pride, obfhinacy, and felfithnefs there
is in human nature, we muft lament, the
ruined ftate of man, and exclaim with the
Plalmift, O that Ihadwings likea dove ! forthen
would I fly away andbeat reff. Lo then would
" I wander far off, and remain in the wilder-
nefs. | :

2. LeArN from the imperfetion of which
all are partakers, to think charitably of thofe
who differ from us: Various are the capa-
cities and opportunities of men, and various
the prejudices to which they are liable.
Since the grace of God is not confined to
any particular way, who are we that we
fhould arrogate to ourfelves the right of de-
termining in matters of religion? Let the
Pope folace himfelf with his own infallibi-
lity, but feek not you to difpute the chair
with him. Shall we rejeét thofe whom God
receives ? ‘Rather let us court their friend-
fhip, walk in fellowfhip, forbearing them, as
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we'expeé forbearance. You, my brethren,
are of the fame denomination, you are
agreed in dofirine and form of . church-go-
vernment, and you fhould be knit together
in love. Chriftians need frequently to be
exhorted to love one another. Qur Sa-
viour and his Apoftles dwell much upon-
this; and no wonder, for there is much of
heaven in it, and it firongly mamfeﬁs the
power of godlinefs. The more true love
we have to one another as members of the
fame fociety, the more will our hearts be
enlarged to embrace the whole family of
Chrift.

3. LET me earneftly urge upon you, the
neceflity of union to the Lord Jefus Chrift
by faith. This is the only mean of uniting
you in heart to one another, and of fecuring
your eternal happinefs. There is no other
refuge but Chrift, from the événging wrath
of God. Be careful and diligent now in
your application to him, that fo you may live
and reign with him hereafter—When death
is near, and you look forward to an.awful
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~ and boundlefs eternity, it is not your having
belonged to fuch a fociety, it is not your
having been called by fuch a name, will
. afford you confolation. How much lefs
will the recolleftion of variance and ftrife
with your brethren, or that you harboured
the {pirit of party, and purfued contentious
meafures! Let us often examine our fenti-
ments and prattices in the profpeét of eter-
~ nity, and afk ourfelves, How they will ftand
the teft? Were we to die this night, would
we have the teftimony of our own confcien-
ces, and meetthe approbation of our Judge?
Death 1 may be near, even at the door; and
the opportunity be loft, either of doing the
good which we had intended, or of- re&xfy-
ing the evil which we had done.

 Lastry, How. unfpeakably pleafant is
the heavenly ftate! There all the redeemed
of the Lord fhall dwell for ever together,
and be made perfeét in love. There fhall
meet thofe of different perfuafions, thofe
who could not join in worfhip here below,
and who perhaps mutually caft each other
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out. There they fhall 6 longer doubt
éach other’s fincerity, no longer be filled
with prejudices and miftakes, no longer the
great ‘adverfary excite differences between
them; but they thall love as children of -
the fame Father, and be joint heirs with
Chrift in glory. O glorious church, with-
out {pot or wrinkle! O abode of unutter-
able delight ! Eye hath not feen, nor ear
heard, nor the heart of man conceived thy
tranfcendentexcellence! Raife yourthoughts,
ye faints, from this wearifome, quarrelfomé
world, to yonder place of reft! Behold the
blefled inhabitants, without a difcordant
hote, fing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb!
Do you afpire to join them? Remember,
that no unclean thing can éver enter; that a
divine temper muft be cultivated on earth;
that if ever we fee God we muft be like him,
and Gob 15 LOVE.

&
ek
et
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FALL or ANTICHRIST,

P

DANIEL vii. 25.

AND HE SHALL SPEAK GREAT WORDS AGAINST THE
MOsT HIGH, AND SHALL WEAR OUT THE SAINTS
OF THE MOST HiGH, AND THINK -TO CHANGE
FIMES AND LAWS: AND THEY SHALL BE GIVEN
INTO HIS HAND, UNTIL A TIME AND TIMES, AND
THE DIVIDING OF TIME.

J

HAVING_ begun thefe difcourfes with a
few remarks on the fulfilment of the pro-
phecies, I fhall conclude them with fome
farther remarks on the fame fubjeét.

T
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It is generallygmgreed by all Proteftant
" interpreters, that the power defcribed here
by Daniel, is the fame which the Apoftle Paul
callsthe man of fin,and which Johnin theRe-
velation calls the beaft and the falfe prophet.
It is likewife generally agreed, that by
thefe is meant Popery, or the idolatrous
and tyrannical power of the church of
Rome. The defcription is {fo drawn as not
to admit of a juft application to any
other.* -

# Befides that the defcription will not fuit any other
than the church of Rome, the number of the beaft agrees
exallly with her: His number is fix hundred, thieefcore
and fix. If we take the Greek word Lateinos, the Latin
or Roman, (as the Weftern church- was called) and the

."Hebrew word Romiith, which fignifies the Roman king-
dom, we will find that each contains the number 666.

Lambda - 30 Refch - 500

Alpha - 1 Vau - .6

. Tau - 300 Mem - 40

. Epfilon- - "5 Jod - 10

Tota - - 10 Jod - 10

= Nu - 50  Thaw - - 400
Omicron - 70 , ' i

" Sigma - 200 , ' 666

666
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" TaE deftruftion of this power, which has
fo long oppofed the reign of Chrift, and
worn out the faints, is clearly foretold, and
_confidently expefted. We have feen it
gradually rife to an enormous ftrength; we
have feen itas gradually decline; and from
the figns of the times, the vials of divine wrath
will {foon be poured out, when it fhall b&
faid; 1t is done.

It is likewife remarked as a very fingular circumftance,
that the title Vicarius Filii Dei, which the Pope has af-
"{umed, makes the fame number,

v -

C - 100
A - - o
R - o
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WitH refpett to the time of the fall of
Antichrift, interpreters have differed very
widely. It cannot be fully known until the
event has taken place. That God intended
it to be in a meafure hidden from us, ap-
pears from the anfwer which was returned
to the inquiry of Daniel; And 1 heard, but I
underflood not : then fund I, Omy Lord, what
Jhallbe the end of thefe things 2 And ke faid,
Go thy way, Danzel; for the words are clofed
- up and fealed till the time of the end. We
may not therefore rathly, or curioufly in-
quire into this matter, farther than we are
warranted by what God hath been pleafed
“to reveal.* I fhall ftate the opinion which is

# <« 'The folly of interpreters,” fays Ifaac Newton, in
his Obfervations on the Reveiation,  has been, to foretel -
< times and things by this prophecy, as if God defigned to
¢« make them prophets. By this rafhnefs they have not
«¢ only expofed themfelves, but brought the prophecy alfo
¢ into contempt. The defign of God was much other-
« wife. He gave this and the prophecies of the Old
¢« Teftament, not to gratify mens curiofities by enabling
¢ them to foreknow things, but that after they were ful-
« filled they might be interpreted by the event, and his
¢ own providence, not the interpreters, be then maniteft-
¢ ¢d thereby to the world.”
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moft commonly received, and humbly offer
fome reafons why the fall of Antichrift, and
the glorious days in the church which are to
fucceed, may be expecied, at leaft in part,
much fooner.

THE continuance of Popery is exprefled
in the text, by a time and times, and the di-
viding of tume ; and again, in the 12th chap-
ter and 7th verle, by a time, times, and an
half. In the Revelation, the 11th chapter
and 2d verle, it is faid, that the Gentiles fhall
tread under foot the holy city forty and two
months; and in the gd verfe, that the two
watneffes fhall prophefy a thoufand two hun-
dred and threefcore days, clothed in Sackcloth.
In the 12th chapterand 6th verfe, it is faid,
that the woman who fled into the wildernefs
fhould be fed there-a thoufand two hundred
and threefcore days; and again in the 14th
verfe, are the very words by which the dura-
tion is exprefled in Daniel; a time and times,
and half a time. In the 1gth chapter and
" . sth verfe, it is faid of the beaft, that power
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was given unto him to continue forty and tweo
moriths.

AvL thefe numbers are allowed to be the
fame, and each of them to fignify one thou-
fand two hundred and fixty years; for a
time is a year, and a time and times, and the
dividing of time, or half a time, are three
_years and a half, and three years and a half
are forty-two months,and forty-two months are
one thoufand two hundred and fixty days, and
one thoufand two hundred and fixty days are,
in the prophetlc ftile, one t/wzyhnd twa hun- ‘
dred and fixty years. This is the perlod
which is fixed for the continuance of Anti-
chrift. It may be remarked, that we are .
led to give this interpretation of ¢imes and
days from the language in other prophecies
which have been fulfilled ; and that a month
was then reckoned to confift of thirty,and a

car of three hundred and fixty days. '

'TuE great difficulty, my brethren, 1s when.
to date the commencement of the thoufand
two hundred and fixty years. Some have
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dated it {o early, that time has fhown their
miftake ; fome {o late as to remove the ful-
filment to a great diftance; and fome again
have chofen a’ middle path. The opinion
which prevails moft, is, that thele years are
to be computed from the year 756, or at
leaft, not earlier than from the year 727.°
This is the opinion of Bifhop Newton, and
of feveral who have written before and
fince; and according to which the down-
fall of Popery is not to be expefted until
about the two thoufandth year of Chrift,
above two hundred years from this time.
Let us examine this opmlon It 1s found-
ed,

~ FirsT, On the neceflity of the Pope be-
~ coming a tempdral prince, ‘or uniting in
himfelf the civil and ecclefiaftic powers be-
fore he could be called @ horn or kingdom,
and before he could.anfwer to the defcrip-
tion of the beaft in the Revelation.

O this it may be faid, that though he
might not have been fettled in his g:ivil do-
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minion until he revolted from the Exarch
of Ravenna, and fhook Sff allggiance' to the
Greek emperor, or even until Pepin king of
France, made him prince over a large terri-
tory, yet he had long before a great in-
fluence in the temporal affairs of the Roman
empire. He was declared univetfal bifhop
in the year 606. If the 1260 years be
reckoned from that time, they will end in the
year 1866, which carriesus 72 years hence.
‘The Pope -had certainly greater power be-
fore the days of Pepin, than he has now,
and has had for a long time, though he is
fuppofed to be ftill on'the throne. If then
hjs power be now {o {mall and continually
declining, what good reafon is there for al-
ledging that his reign did not commence
whent the power was greater? If he now
exifts, furely he muft have exifted when his
influence was more powerful and extenfive.
At his firlt appearance he is called by
Daniel, a lttle horn, which is defcriptive
of him as not having yet enlarged and efta-
blifhed his dominion. He is faid, after-
" wards, to wax exceeding great, and when he

A
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had arrived at his full growth, we find him
called in the Revelation, a beaft with two
horns, and with ten Korns.

Ir we look as far back as the third cen-
tury, we will find that Popery had made
confiderable progrefs. « The Bifhops,” fays
an approved hiftorian, “ afflumed in many
« places, a princely authority, particularly
« thofe who had the greateft number of
¢ churches under their infpeétion, and who
« prefided over the moft opulent affemblies.
“ They appropriated to their evangelical
% funétion, the {plendid enfigns of temporal
“ majef@: A throne furrounded with mi-
« pifters, exalted above his equals the fer-
¢ vants of the meek and humble Jefus, and
“ fumptuous garments dazzled the eyes and
“ the minds of the multitude, into an igno-
~ ¢ rant veneration for their arrogated autho-
“rity.*” It was about the middle of this
century, that Stephen the bifhop of Rome,

* Motheim.

L4
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afpired to a fuperiority over all the other
bifhops. Reckoning from this time until
the Reformation, we will find 1260 years.
Luther arofe in the year 1517, from which
if we dedu@ 1260, it willleave 257, the very
year in which Stephen ufurped the pre-emi-.
nence, and which was in fome meafure
yielded to him.

. A LATE writer on the Revelation * fays,
that the 1260 years muft be reckoned to
begin fome time between the year 500, when
the weftern and eaftern churches firft {epa-
" rated, and the year 553, when the reign of
the Goths ended; when Narfes t#% Rome
and their dominions in Italy from them, and
eftablifhed the exarchate of Ravenna. Ifto
the 500 we add the 1260 years, it will bring
us to the-year 1760; the time when the
Jefuits began to feel the refentment of the
kings of Europe, and which foon afterward
effeted their diffolution. Thefe men who

* Dr. Langdon.
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contributed much to the fupport of the
Papal throne, were expelled Portugal,
France, Spain, and Sicily, between the years
1759 and. 1767, and the order was entirely
fupprefled in 1773. The fuppreffion of
convents, and the {eizure of their revenues,
the checks which the courts of inquifition
have received, and the liberty of confcience
which has been given to Proteftants, might
be mentioned as fo many fleps, fince the
foregoing date by which the power of the
Romifh church has declined.—If to 553 we
add the 1260 years, it will bring us to the
year 1813, about 19 years from this time ;
and furely, if we confider what has been
tranfalted in ‘Europe for a few years paft,
and the prefentappearances, Antichrift may
at that period be almoft totally deftroyed.

Frowm all this, it would appear, that no
precife time;can be fixed from which to
reckon thefe years ; that they may have fe-
veral beginnings and endings; that, as An-’
tichrift rofe by degrees, fo he will fall by de-
grees; that,if we begin at the earlicft date,
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the end of the period, will bring us;to tbe
beginning of his fall; but that if we begin
at the lateft date, ‘then we will be brought
to his complete deftruétion. Though it is
probable that the prophecy will at laft be
fulfilled in fome event, more vifible and
firiking than all the. prf:cedmg ones; that,
the. veﬁlges of Popery may continue for a,
long time; and thatit may be near the two,
thoufandth year of Chrift, hefore the church,
- enjoys the greateft profperity ; yet thereis
reafon to believe that preparatory events are
much nearer, and that even we may. {ee: a,
day of the Son of man, After the deﬁruc-.
tion of Antichrift, there are. qther events,
expetted, and which. will. require time to.
accomphfh before the church look forth as.
the morming, fair as the moon, clear as the fun,
and terrible as an army with banners.

ThAT the beginning of the reign of An-
tichrift may have different dates, and his fall
be effe@ed at different periads, until; his-
final and dreadful ruin, we are authorifed
to fay fromfimilar prophecies and their ful-
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. .ﬁlment * With regard to the deftruftion.
of Baby,lon,, and the deliverance of the Jews.
from captivity, which, is evidently alluded -
to in.the Revelation, as a type of the op-
prcﬁion of the church of Rome, neither the
captivity of the. Jews, nor their reftoration,
was done all at once. It was foretold, that.
the duration of the captivity fhould be fe-.
venty years, and that after {eventy years
God would deftroy Babylon. But this pre-
diétion had reference to different beginnings
and endings, It was jufl feventy years from
the firft captivity, in the fourth year of Je-
. hoiakim, when Daniel and many other- Jews
were carried to Babylon, to the decree of -
Cyrus, giving:leave to the Jews to return,
and .ordering that the temple fhould be re-'
- built; and it.was feventy years from the
deftrution of Jerufalem and the temple, to
the puablifhing of the decree of Darius, by
which the building of the temple was com-

* The Author is indebted for this and fome of the fol-:
lowing fentiments, to Prefident Edwards and Dr. Hop-
kins. In ene or two places he hasufed the fame words.
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pleted, and the Jews reftored to their former -
ftate. In like manner were the prophecies-
concerning Babylon fulfilled ; for though '
they had a principal reference' to the def-.
truftion by Cyrus at the end of the firft
feventy years, yet there were other things
not fulfilled until the fourth year of Darius,
which was at the end of the fecond feventy
years. | '

"Have we pot then reafon to cdnclude,
that the 1260 years of the captivity of
the church of Chrift in fpiritual Babylon,
will have different- beginnings, and con-
fequently different endings ? That as the
~ tyranny of the church of Rome gradually
rofe, fo it will gradually fall ; and that from
each remarkable advance, there are 1260
- years toas remarkable fucceflive events, by
which the power of the beaft fhall decline,
~ until it be utterly deftroyed P* '

. ®* Mr. Thomas Paine, in his ¢ Age of Reafon,” al-”
ledges, that the:prophecies in the Bible, are ¢ fo equivo-
% cal, as to fit almoft any circumftance that might happen
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SeconpLry, The opinion that the fall of
Antichrift ‘is ftill at a great diftance, is
founded on the interpretaiion of the pro-
phecy refpefting the flaying of the two
witnefles. This, itis alledged, is fome event
diftiné&t from their prophefying in fackcloth,
is not to take place until the expiration of

the 1260 years, and remains yet to be ful--
filled. :

“ afterwards.” I cannot now follow him on this fubje&,
Whatever may be faid of the writings of this Author on
politics, he was furely ‘unhappy when he commenced
divine. He has difcovered, and indeed confefled {uch
ignorance of the facred Scriptures, as renders him ot
only unworthy of truft, but fubjets him to contempt.
‘There is nothing new in his performance, fave the bold
and indecerit manner. His charaéter gives it a temporary
popularity ; th it muft foon fink into infamy, and carry
his own namg along with it. It can .do no harm except
to the young and fuperficial. In the virtuous mind it will
excite fentim;nts of abhorrence, and the Deift who has
~ read a little, will bluth to fee his caufe fo miferably
handled. It has already called forth fome animadverfions
and probably will more. Indeed it is provoking to fee
the Chriftian religion, after having withftood the roarings
of the lion, infulted by the brayings of the afs. .
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" THrs was partly ‘confidered in the firft
difcourfe. It appears to me probable
that this has been already fulfilled, or that
it cannot be fulfilled in the way which .
has been expe@ed, or that it is now ful-
flling. The dcath and the refurre@ion
of the witnefles are applicable to feveral
events which preceded the Reformation;
particularly, their death may fignify the =
moft cruel perfecutions and maffacres of
Chriftians about that time, and their refur-
" reQion, the Reformation which fpeedily fol-
lowed. Perhaps there is no reafon to con-
fine this part of the prophecy any more than
‘the other to a precife time. The witnefles
were, at feveral times, remarkably flain, and

as remarkably arofe.

BurT,ifit remain to be fulfilled, in what
way fhall it be? Is it agreeable to the deal-
ings of Providence, that the church, after her
.deliverance is begun, fhall be brought un-
‘der a more cruel bondage than ever? Is it
‘probable from the prefent circumftances of
the world, that ignorance and barbarifm
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fhall return, and the arm of Popery be
nerved anew to inflit the horrid blow?

Then {he would kill not two, not a {fmall

‘number of witnefles, but a great multitude.

The Proteftants were thought to be once

equal in number to the Papifts.

SucH a perfecution can be expeéted only
by the reftoration of the old fyftem in
France, and the univerfal prevalence of def-
~ potilm in'the world; an event at which the
generous mind recoils, and which is, from
all appearances, highly improbable.* The

X -

* That there is danger from the meafures purfued in
France, of introducjng an age of barbarifm, appears to mej
a groundlefs apprehenfion. To jt/xdgc' by what has hap-
pened in former ages, we muft confider the difference of
circumftances; we muft fee whether the faé&ts which we
compare are exa&tly parallel or not; otherwife we will
draw an improper conclufion.  Superficial and unphilofo-
phical reafoners, who thought ttmfelves wonderfully
wife, ufed to prate dbout our conteft with Britain, and al-
ledge that we could not fucceed, or that if we did, we
would foen quarrel among ourfelves. But all thefe have
been falfe prophets. In fhort, hiftory furnithes no pre-
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Pope is only the ghoft of what he was. The

kings will cover him with finews and flefh

no more; yea, the time will come, and

now 1s, when the kings /hall hate the church

of Rome, called the whore, and fhall make

_her defolate, and naked, and fhall eat her flefh,
and burn her with fire. .

May we not rather conjetture, that the
prefent growth of infidelity, the low and ge-
neral decline of religion  throughout the
world, together- with the awful calamities
coming upon thofe nations which have the
image of the beaft, 1s that dark and difmal
time which good men have expeéled from
- the flaying -of the witnefles, and their dead
~ bodies lying in the ftreet?>—The pious and

cedents of the revolutions in America and Irance.—
Equally abfurd is the opinion that the old fyftem can be
reftored in France. Is it not ftrange that the Britifh na-
tion fhould either wilhgor attempt it ? She who has glo-
ried fo much in her liberty, and in being thought the bula
wark of the Reformation One would think, that by this
tifle, the would be at leaft tired of endeavouring to &id
people in all cafes 'wlmfitwr.
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‘learned Archbifhop Ulher was deeply affeti-
ed with a fad perfecution which he firmly
believed would come upon all the Proteftant
churches in Europe. The outward court
he explains to fignify the formal Chriftian,
the Gentiles, who are to tread 1t under foot,
to fignify the Papifls, and he gives it as his
opinion, that as this perfecution would be
the fharpeft, {o 1t would be the fhorteft; and
that there would be this great difference
between this laft and all the preceding per-
fecutions, that' in the preceding the moft
eminent and [piritual minifiers and Chriftians
geuerally fuffered, but this laft would take
away only the grofs Aypocrites and formal
profeffors. His words are indeed remark-
“able; and, except that he ufes the word
perfecution, and feems not to have thought
of any other calamity but this, or that it
.could come from any other quarter than
from the Papifis, may be called prophetic. |

THE outward court, that is formal pro-
feflors, thofe who maintain ecclefiaflical
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eftablifhments, and have turned the Chriftian
religion into worldly policy, are treading un-
der foot ; not by the Papifts, but by thofe
whom the monftrous ftruture of Popery has
aroufed to tear it down. Thg interpreta-
tion feems to be verifying as far as it refpeéts
dreadful fcenes of diftrefs to befal thofe na-
‘tions where civil and {piritual tyranny
reigns. No reformation is likely to take
place. Pharaoh will not let the children of
Hrael go. It appears to be the decree of
heaven that he fhould not, until involved
in utter deftruétion. The church and the
flate are fo interwoven in their governments,
that they muft be melted down, in order to
be feparated and caft anew.—There 1s one -
o \Jhi»ng, my brethren, to comfort us, that the
calamity will be fhort.  After three days and
" an half, that is, after fome fhort fpace of
time, the witnefles will revive and - the
church become profperous. A great part
of France was once Proteftant. She was
carly and illuftrious in the Reformation.
* Her walls have been broken down and her
glory obfcured by Popifh tyranny. Now
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God in his good pleafure, will build her up,

and make her more glorious than ever.

TuirpLy, The opinion that happy days
.in the church are not near, is founded on
the old traditionof both Jews and Chriftians, -
that at the end of fix thoufand years from
. the beginning, the Millennium will com-
mence ; that as God created the world in
fix days, and refted on the feventh, fo the
feventh thoufand years from the creation
will be the Sabbath or reft to the church. It
is faid, that as there were 2000 years before
the law, and 2000 under the law, fo there
will be 2000 under the gofpel, and then
Chrrﬁ will reign with his faints.

ApM1TTING this tohave all the weight it
ought to- have, there may be great profpe-
rity in the church long before that time. It
is to be remarked, that the Jews began the
celebration of their fabbath on the evening
preceding. From evening to eveming fhall
ye celebrate your fabbath. If the one be a
type of the other, then the Millennium will
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begin in the latter part of the fix thoufand
years. ‘There will be the evening, the
dawn, and the gradual advance of the day,

~ until the fun afcend the meridian. Though
the full {glendor will not be until two hun-
dred years hence, yet we may fee the even-’

“ing and the dawn. It is faid, that it 1s al-
ways darkeft juft before the dawn. It is' now
dark, and 1t grows darker. Often vapours
hover round at the approach ‘of morn, and
exclude the rays of light. Thick'vapours
now hang on the horizon. “ The morning
“ [owers, and clouds heavily bring on the
“ day, the great, the important day, big with
¢ the fate” of the Pope and Papal Rome

r B:r SIDES, the deﬂruﬁlon of Anuchrlﬂ 1S
an event which isto precede the Millennium,
Afier civil and religious tyranny has ceafed,
fome time will be neceflary to compofe the
differences between Chriftians, to preaeh the
golpel to the heathen nations, and to ac-
complifh the refloration of the Jews. All
thefe conflituie the higheft fplendor of the
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Millennium, and may not be until two cen-
turies hence. As thefe events neceflarily re-
quire time, it is alledged farther, that they
wil% not probably come to- pafs very foon. N
This is the

Last Ttainc which I fhall confider. We
cannot fay with certainty, how rapid the
progrefs of truth will be, or how far one
event will contribute to haften another.
Hitherto the progrefs of truth has been
flow; but with every advance its fpeed may
beincreafed. The light of the moon Jhall be
as the light of the fun, and the light of the  fun
Jhall be fevenfold, as the light of feven days, in
the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of
hus people,and healeth the firoke of their wound.
When the Chriftian religion is maintained
in its primitive purity, and the profeflors of
it are united among themfelves, it will be
r'ecommended'to the Jews, and be fucccfs-
ful among the heathen nations. The con-
verfion of the Jews will, probably, be very
fudden. From thefe expreflions, blindnefs
wn part is happened o Ifrael, and o’ vail is
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upon their heart, we believe that thzs will be
the cafe. Whenever this happens, whether
they only acknowledge the true Mefliah, or
whether befides this, they return as a nation -
to their own country, who can tell the effett
which it will have upon the whole world?
We are affured that their return will be 4fe
from the dead; it will be the means of con-
firming the faith of the Gentiles, converting
“thofe who ftill remain in darknefs, and pro-
ducing a moft happy change in the church.
Where is the infidel who after this will dare
to lift his head? The feparation of the Jews
from all other people, has been a long and
conftant evidence of the truth of revelation;

- but their converfion to the Chriftian faith
muft carry conviétion home to every bo-
fom.

Tue circumftances of the world at this
day might be mentioned as being favour-
able to the diffufion of true knowledge.
- Commerce between nations is very exten-
five. The calamities which will fall upon
{fome nations will bring them at laft to fe-
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rious refleétion; and thofe who efcape from
thefe calamities to diftant countries will carry
with them.the principles of religion, and
prepare the way for its propagation. In
fhort, all things confidered, we have reafon
to believe that fcenes fhall foon be difclofed
highly interefting to the church, and inti-
mately connefted with her moft glorious
ftate upon earth.

ThH1s fubjeét affords ground to Chriftians
for fupport for prayer, and for encourage-

ment in their endeavours to advance the in-
terefts of religion.

* 1. It affords ground for fupport. In times
of public diftrefs, and when iniquity abounds,
it keeps the mind from finking to look for-
ward to what is foretold concerning the
~profperity of the church, and which will
certainly be, fulfilled. The fulfilment may
be delayed, we may be miftaken as to the
time and manner, but the counfel of God
ftandeth fure. We know that he hath fre-
Y.
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quently interpofed for the-relief of his
church at the feafon ‘of her greateft need.
God iswn the midft of her; fhe fhall not be -
moved: God fiall help her, and that right
early. -

2. It affords ground for prayer. Whe-
- ther we immediately expe&t a night of dark-
nefs and affliction, or whether that the day
- will foon break, we fhould be much and.
earneftly engaged in prayer. Thisis a duty
to which we are efpecially called; and were
different denominatiofts to appoint times;
and to join in one fociety for that purpofe,

, it would be a token for good. Why fhould
we be to one another as heathen-men and
publicans? All who are fincere, mean the
fame thing, and they have one common in-
tereft. " By uniting in prayer, not only at
the fime time, but in the fame affembly,
they would offer a facrifice acceptable to
God, and he would pour out a bleffing.*

~® When this was ready for the prefs, there was handed
me ‘¢ an invitation to theyninifters and churches of every

~
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Prayfor the peace of Ferufalem : they jhall
profper that love thee. Peace be within thy
walls, and profperity within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions fakes, 1
will mow fay, Peace be within thee. Be-

¢ Chriftian denomination throughout the United States,
“ to unite in ‘an attempt to ‘carry into execution the
“ Humble attempt of Prefident Edwards 10 promote ex-
“ plicit agreement and vifible union of God's people in
“ exirasrdinary prayer for tbc revival of religion, and
¢ the advancement of Cbrgﬂ.r kingdem on edarth,” &c.
“This invitation came from a number of minifters af-
fembled at Lebanon; and in the execution of the pian it
. was propofed, ¢ that the minifters and churches of every /
¢ Chriftian denemination fhould be invited to maintain
« public prayer and praife accompanied with fuch in-
s¢ ftruction from God’s holy werd as might he judged
«¢ proper, on every firf} Tuefday of the four quarters of
« the year : beginning with the firft Tuefday of January
¢« 1795, at two o'clock afternoon, if the plan of concert®
- ¢« fhould then be ripe for a beginning—and fo continu-
“ing,” &c. )

This plan I moft heartily approve, and confider it asa
token for good. It would have ha.ppy effels too, if thofe
of different denominations, where it is convenient, would
aflemble together, or form themfelves into focicties tor

prayer. v \
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caufe of the houfe of the Lord our God, I wzll
Jeek thy good.

Lastry, We are encouraged by this
{fubje in the ufe of our endeavours to ad-
vance the caufe of Chrift in the world. No
Chriftians have fo much in their power as
we have. We enjoy peace and religious
liberty? For what hath God given us
thefe? Why were we feparated from ‘the
old world, before it was diftratted and torn
with the prefent wars? In our former con-
neftion we muft have been expofed to great
moleftation, and what is worfe, we muft have
taken part in a deteftable war. Now we-
fee tyranny receive his death-wound, and
have nothing to fear cxcept that the monfter-
in his defpairing and convulfive throes in-
jure our mfant republic.

Ir amendments in our national conftitu-
tion be neceffary, experience will point
thém out, and wifdom will dire&t to feek
them in the mode provided by the conftitu-
tion itfelf. If at any time an aét deemed-
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- unjuft and oppré{ﬁyelbc paffed by the le-

giflature, the voice of reafonable petition
and remonftrance will be heard; or, if not
heard, there will be redrefs in a change of
the réprefentation, whenever the majority of
the people fignify their pleafure. No
- greater {ecurity can be devifed than by con-
fiding the power to reprefentatives freely
chofen. The laws are thus enafted by the
people themfelves, and every juft ground
of complaint is removed. If a {mdll part of
the community be - permitted to refift the
execution of a law, nothing but anarchy and
confufion will enfue; for it is an eftablithed
principle in all free ‘governments, that the
will of the majority ought to prevail. May
we not hope that America fhall ftill be pre-
ferved from foreign invafion as well as the
more dreadful evil of internal difcord, and
exhibited as a pattern to other nations? Is
not here the treafure hid in the field? The
woman fed in the wildernefs? While other
nations improve on our form of civil go-
vernment, may'we not indulge the fond
hope of drawing the plan-and fetting the
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example of a Catholic church? Who kaaws
but it is to begin with us, and the influence
to be extended abroad? Who kadws but
thofe corruptions and divifions which have
fo long difgraced Chriftians, fhall hete be
buried for ever, -and that many of us fhall
fee for ourfelves this gleam of light pre-
vious te the effulgence of day? God hath
put the precious opportunity into our
hands, O that he may putit into our hearts!
The union of profefling Chriftians here can
give civil government no alarm, for they
difclaim all interference, and afk nothing
but the enjoyment of unalienable rights.—
But if, O thou moft High, it is thy will that
during our abode below, -we muft weep- at
the remembrance of Zion, and hang our -
harps upon the willows, hear our prayers,
countenance our endeavours, and when we
have fulfilled thy .plea}ure on earth, bring
us to reign with Chnft in heaven.
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TﬁE fentiments contained in d;c fore- |
going Difcourfes would, probably, have been

publithed-in the form of effays, had fuffi-

cient leifure been allowed from the duties.
of the pulpit. Nothing, however, which
tends to reprefent Chriftianity in a juft light,
and to promote the general welfare of the
church, can be deemed unfuitable in a
minifter to deliver to his people, and for
them to hear. While the effential dotrines
and precepts of religion are the grett themes
of a Chriftian preacher, he oughtto give his
_hearers enlarged views of that fpiritual fo-
ciety of which Chrift is the Head ; and to



180 APPENDIX.

" teach them the relation which all believers
fuftain to Him and to one another. Such
views will deftroy a contratted and uncha-
ritable difpofition, increafe in eftimation the
glorious plan of redemption, and advance
true morality and happinefs. v

It has appeared to me that God in his
providence is removing in other countries,
the obftruétions to the purity and fuccefs of
the gofpel; that he has already, in a great
meafure, removed them in this country ; and
that, therefore, we are called to improve
the opportunity in refifying whatever is
amifs, and in reftoring, as far as we can,
union among the profeffors of religion. The
neceflity has appeared the more urgent
from the late prevalence and impudence of
infidelity. Some will fay, that we ought to
contend for every thing held and praétifed
_ in our churches; but, in my opinion, if we
would effeftually defeat the adverfaries,
we muft choofe only fuch ground as is
tenable. Some will fay again, that if we
once begin torelax, we know not where we
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will flop; that we will be led away far
from the trath, and religion will then lan-
guifh and die; but, of this there can be no
danger, if the leading- doftrines be -pre-
ferved, and mutual forbearance exercifed.
To ftrive about the peculiarities of denomi-
nation, is bigotry and not orthodoxy, it is
- party [pirit and not a holy zeal.

Tuere are dofirines, however, which
cannot be {urrendered without totally over-
turaing the Chriftian religion. The exa-
mination of Mr..Paine’s Age of Reafon, by
Gilbert Wakefield of England, I confider
as having a more pernicious tendency than
the Age of Reafon itfelf. If Chriftianity be
whet Mr. Wakefield reprefents it, it is not
worth defending, and indeed it is incapable
of defence. When I find him afferting, that
“ to acknowledge Jefus Chrift to be God,
“ and the holy Spirit to be God, is a funda-
. “ mental violation of all theology;” that
“ the immaculate conception of Jefus by

Z
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“ the holy Spirit.conﬁitutes no effential ar-
s ticle of his creed ;” that ¢ the whole fable
“ of the devil and his angels, with all its
« terrific appendages, has been gratuitouﬂy
“ fabricated by the fons of fuperftition ;”
that « the tranfa&ions recorded in the Bible

“ are, in a variety of inftances, to be con-
« fidered in the fame light with thofe of all
~ ¢ other hiftories; namely as aggravated and
“ difguifed in .a thoufand inftanceés;” and
when I find him joining with Mr. Paine in
fneering at the hiftory of Jonah; I cannot
but confider his defence of Chriftianity
weak, if it may not be called infidious. It
is in vain to difpute the foregoing points
with him, becaufe we know not what parts
of fcripture he receives, and what he re-
je€ts. Infhort, I have been exceedingly
difappointed in this performance, and hold
the author, as a divine, in much the fame
eftimation with Mr. Paine himfelf; for it
‘appears impoflible to draw a line between
his plan and downright deifin. Chriftianity!
Thou art fafe from- all the attacks of open -
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enemies, and the more dangerous wounds of
pretended friends. If ever thele lines come
to the fight of Mr. Wakefield, they will let
him know, that though with him, I con-
tend for the rights of man, believe that re-
formation in the church is neceflary, and
am oppofed to all national eftablifhments of
religion, yet I would not for ten thoufand
worlds, in removing the * incruftation” in-
jure the ¢ diamond.”—I fhall now fubjoin
a few things on the fubjeét of union which
could not be conveniently inferted in the
difcourfes themfelves, and which would
have too much burdened the notes.

As to union I will be afked, Is it de-
firable? Is it praficable? And how far
ought it to extend ? Or, what ought to be
the precife form of it? Though thefe quel-
tions are anfwered in the difcourfes, yet it
‘may be proper to be a little more expli-
cit. '

1. Un1oN is defirable. This is no fingu-
lar opinion of mine. It has been received
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from the beginning. In the hiftory of the
church, we find that the wifeft and beft ren
have ever wifhed and attempted’ to accom-
plilh union. At the Reformation much
pains were taken for this purpofe; and in
Great Britain, meafures- have been purfued
to accommodate differences between the
conformifts and non-conformifts. The de-
fire of brevity will not allow me to point-
out the particular inftances. The nature
of the church, the frequent injunétions of
holy writ, and the benefits refulting from
union, all confpire to fhow that it 1s defir-
able. The ufe which infidels have ever:
made of the divifions of Chriftians; loudly
call upon us to remove this great -of-
fence.

‘2. Ux1ox is pratticable. It is not prac-
ticable m fome circumftances, and the hin-
" derances of it have been mentioned; but
thefe are now removed in this country, ex-
cepting our own prejudices and imaginary
interefts. It is certainly pralicable, becaufe
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it has been effefted between different deno-
minations, and exifts at this very day.

g. I smarL anfwer the Queftion, How
far union ought to extend, or what oughs to
- be the precife form of it, by flating the
plans which have been already adopted.

Berore I mention what has béen done
in this country, let. me mention the unity
which is preferved between the Dutch and.
Walloon churches in Holland. On account -
of a difference of language, the national
{fynod of Dort determined in Art. 51. “ that
¢ the Dutch and Walloon churches fhall have
« their diftin@ confiftories, claflical aflem-
blies, and particular fynods.” Art. 52, runs
thus; “ It is notwithftanding judged proper
« that in thofe cities where the abovemen-
« tioned Walloon churches are, fome minifters
~“and elders of both defcriptions fhould

“ affemble together monthly, in order to
¢ preflerve unity, and mutual good corref-
“ pondence, and as much as poffible, ac-
~ “ cording to circumftances, with counfel to
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« affift each other.” Here we fee churches
having diftinét judicatories, maintaining a
general bond of union; fome from both
‘aflembling together at ftated times, for the
exprefs purpofe of “ preferving unity,” and
« with counfel to aflift each other.” The
famous fynod of Dort thought union de-
firable, and they have given us, in this cafe,
a wife and practicable plan; have fhown us
that churches may be conneéted and enjoy
a friendly correfpondence, while in other
refpefts they remain entirely - diftinét.
Thofe who would imprefs on our minds the
idea, that to form anunion it is neceflary to
blend or mix the denominations together,
* either do not underftand the thing, or wifh
to miflead the unwary.

~In this country, an union of the Affociate
an¢ Reformed Prefbyteries took place in
the year 1781. The difference between
thefe denominations was very inconfider-
~ able, and they formed a perfeét union un-
der the name of “ The Affociate Reformed
“Synod.” Reafonable as this union was,
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there were a few who would not unite, but-
formed themfelves into a {eparate fociety,
and have fince imported an acceflion from
abroad. At the head of this {chifm, as is
frequently the cafe, were fome minifters, I
think two, who are induftrious in making-
profelytes, and confole themfelves with the
notion of keeping faith alive on the earth.

_ THE union between the Affociate Reform-
ed, the Dutch Reformed, and the Prefbyterian
Synods, began in the year 1785. The bond of
unioy, was a convention, confifting of dele-
gates from each of the churches, to meet once
every two years. This convention pofleffed
only the power of counfel and advice. Hav-
ing met once every year until the year 17go,
the convention has been from that time dif-
continued. Here again, we find three de-
nominations judging a brotherly correfpon-
dence to be defirable, and adopting a plan
for its execution. Though it has been fuf-
pended, yet there is no reafon tobelieve that
union was impratticable, or that fome bet-
ter plan might not have been devifed. The
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three churches are fo nearly alike in doc-
trine and form of church-government, that

there is nothing externdl to hinder the beft

underftanding, and the moft friendly cor-
refpondence between them. '

MucH MmorE fuccefsful has been the ac-

commodation of a greater difference be-

tween the Prefbyterian church and the Con-
.gregational churches in New England. The
clergy of thefe formerly held an annual con-
vention, which was interrupted by the con-
fufions of the war. Itappears by the printed
extrals from the minutes of the General Af-
fembly of thePrefbyterian church,that in17go
they exprefleda“peculiardefire to renewand

¢ firengthen every bond of union between -
“ brethren fo nearly agreed in doftrine and -

¢ forms of worfhip as the members of the
“ congregational and prefbyterian churches
« evidently are,” and refolved to invite the
congregational churches to renew their cor-
refpondence. The Aflembly farther ap-

pointed a committee to take the moft ef-

fe€tual meafures for obtaining the propofed

.
i
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objett - :In 1791, this Committee reported
progrefs,-and “ propofed three modes of
« correfpondence for confideration, viz.
« 1ft. By letter from a committee of this
“body, with a committee of the gene-
# ral affociation of Conneéticut. 2d. By re-
“ viving a convention fimilar to one which
"« fubfifted between thofe bodies before the
“ late war. gd. By fending delegates reci-
* psocally from each body, who fhall fit in
¢ their refpeftive meetings.” Another com-
mittee was then appointed to confult with
minifters from the New England churches,

«and to det¢rmmine- on*fuch—plan of cor-:

e refpondence and intercourfe as fhall ap-

«'pear ¢ligible.” In the mean time, this
meafure was laid before the General Affo--
ciation of Conneéticut, that they might be ’
prepared to meet with the Committee.  In
1792, the plan agreed upon in a convention
of the two bodies, was reported and adopt-
ed, the printed extraét of which is as fol-
lows;

Aa



190 APPENDIX.

“ CoNSIDERING the importance of wnion
and harmony, in the Chriftian church, and
the duty incumbent on fall its paftors - and
members to affift each other, in promoting,
as far as poffible, the general intereft of the
Redeemer’s kingdom; and confidering fur-
ther, that divine Providence appears to"be:
now opening the door for purfuing thefe
valuable obje&s, wtth a happy prefpeét of
fuccefs, : .

& Tms convention are of opinion, that it
W1ll be conducwe to thcfe nnponam pur-
pofes— :

“ THATa ﬁandmg committee of corre j]mnd...
ence, be appointed in each bedy, whofe duty
it fhall be, by frequent letters, to communi-
cate to each other, whatever may be mutual-
ly ufeful to the churches under their: care,
and to the general intereft of the Redeemer’s
- kingdem." '

“ TuaT each body fhould, from time to
time, appoint a committee, confifting of
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three members, who fhall have a right to fit
in the others general meeting, and make
fuch communications as fhall ‘be direfted
by their refpetive conftituents, and delibe-
rate on fuch matters as fhall come before the
body; but fhall have no right to vote. |

“ TuaT effeual meafures be mutually

taken to prevent injuries to the refpe&tive

. churches, from irregular and unauthonfed
preachcrs.

. “To promote this end, the convention
judge it expedient, that every ’preacher;
travelling from the limits of one of thefe
churches into thofe of the other, fhall be
furnifhed with recent tefiimonials, of his re-
- gular ftanding and gaod charafler as a
preacher, figned by the moderator of the
Prefbytery, or aflociation, in which he re-
ceived his licenfe, or, if a minifter, of his
‘good ftanding and charaéter as {uch, from
the moderator of the Prefbytery, or aflo-
ciation where he laft refided, and that he -
fhall, previoufly to his travelling as a
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preacher into diftant parts, further receive
a recommendation, from one member, at
Jeaft of a ftanding committee to be hereafter
-appointed by each body, cerufymg his good
qualifications as a preacher :

“ ALsO, that the names of this ftanding
committee fhall be mutually communicated,
and alfo that every preacher travelling, and
recommended as above, and fubmitting to-
~ the ftated rules of the refpe&ive'fchurches,
fhall be received as an authorifed preacher

of the gofpel, and cheerfully taken under
the patronage of the prefbytery; or ‘affocia-

tion, within whofe limits he {ha‘ll find ' em-
-ployment asa p’reacher And,

.« THAT the proceedings of the refpeftive
bodies on this report, be communicated to
our brethren of the congregational and pref-
byterian churches throughout the ftates.”

Tuese two denominations have afted on
this plan until the prefent year, when we
find this amendment propofed on the part
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‘of the General Affembly of the Prefbyterian
church : “ On motion, ordered, that the
‘¢ delegates appointed from the General Af-
« {embly to the General Affociation of Con-
« nefticut propofe to the Affociation, as an
“ amendment to the articles of intercourfe
« agreed upon between the aforefaid bodies,
« that the delegates from thefe bodies; re-
"¢ fpeétively, fhall have a right, riot only to
“ fit and deliberate, but alfo to vote, in all
< queftions which fhall be determined by
<« either of them.” This amendment, I am
informed, has been cheerfully agreed to,.qn
the part of the General Aflociation of Con-

neEhcut

"Here then is another plan of union ; one
. which appears to have been digefted with
great care, bears evident marks of wifdom,
and is found happy in its operation. Du-
ring the whole negociation, no- fecrecy is
obferved, but their tranfaétions are publifh-
ed to the people, that they might know and

judge. The greateft care is taken to pre-

vent the introduétion of irregular preachers, .
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and the two denominations repofe fuch con-
fidence in each other, that minifters duly re-
commended, are refpetively received into-
their pulpits. There appears no- fufpicion,
that bane of friendlhip; no faying, Stand by
- thyfelf, come not near to me, for I am holier
than thou. ‘They feem to have remembered
what the Apoftle John has faid cqncemmg
a certain Diotrephes; [ wrote ynto the:
church : but Diotrephes, who loveth to have
the pre-eminence among them, receiueth us noé.
Wherefore if I come, I will remember his deeds
‘which he docth, prating agasmft us with
malicious words. The minifters receiving
"one another réfpeively into their pulpits,
and the dclegates having a right refpeétive-
ly to-vote in the judicatories, will draw .the
“bands of love clofe,and the unton promifes to.
bebeneficial and lafting. Itisin vainto fay,
that we are united in love, when we have no
confidénce in one another; and no man
will be long pleafed in attending a judica-
tory, whén he has no fhare in managing the
bufinefs,
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PeruAPs the above plan is What fhould
have been adopted by the Dutch Reformed,

the Affociate Reformed, and the Prefby-
' terian Synods. Their union has hitherto
failed, becaufe they have not come near
enOugh. Let me repeat, that a blending or
mixing of the denéminations is not necef-
fary ; but furely, if welove one another, if
we be agreed, we ought to teflify it in fome
~ proper manner. A’ convention was only a
previous fiep, and no other feps being.
takep, it naturally ceafed. Why fhould
Chriftians come together, unlefs to promote
harmony and fellowthip? If they meet only
to tell their mutual jealoufies, and to con-
tend for matters of feparation, they will
part worfe friends than when they met. Let
‘me fay once for all, that the difference be-
tween thefe:denominations is fo trifling, or
rather it is nothing, that they may; and
ought to unite in fome general bond ; while:
each denomination may remain diftin&, and
every fociety enjoy the labours of its own
minifters, retain its eftate, and whatever’
privileges and peculiarities belong to it. IF:
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fuch an union, however, be effefted, it muft -
be on a-different plan from what has yet:
been attempted. It muft be on the planlaft
ftated; forit is the greateft abfurdity to’

think of union, while men will hold no

Chriftian and minifterial communion .with
one another. It is butjuftice to fay, that the
Prefbyterian minifters,” whenever  oppor-
tunity offers, invite the Dutch minifters in-

to their pulpits. The Author has repeated-'

ly preached at theinvitation of Prefbyterian
minifters when abroad, and has been earneft--
ly invited by a minifter of the Aflociate Re-
formed church; buat in nv mﬁance has he’
~ thought it expedient to return the compli--
ment, though well affured that the minifters
ofthefe perfuafionsare as orthodox ‘and zea-.
lous as thofe of his own. WHhere is brother--
ly love? Whereis union? Should not fome -
correfpondence in this refpe&: be eﬁa—~

bhlhed ?

I suarL produce now an inftance of -

union far more extenfive than any which
has been mentioned; I mean ¢ The New-

]
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York Society for promoting Chriftian know-
ledge and piety.” This fociety confifts at,
prefent of not lefs than feven different de-
nominations, viz. Epifcopalians, Methodift-

- Epilcopalians, Prefbyterians, Dutch Prefby-

terians, Scotch Prefbyterians, Lutherans,
and Moravians. According to the confti-
tution, “ perfons, of all Chriftian denomi-

. “ nations, may be eleted members.” It may .

be faid, that this is an union of individuals

and not of churches. But are not churches

compofed of individuals? Are not here per-

fons of various fentiments united in one

body; and why may not the union be ex-
tended? Befides, the fociety may be called
a church. The meeting is opened and
clofed with prayer. The obje& of -the in-
ftitution is “ to diftribute the holy fcriptures
“and other religious books among the
¢ poor; to aflit miffionaries in diﬂﬁﬁng
« gofpel knowledge,” &c. Wherein does
the objeét of a church differ from this? And
if it does, can we fay, that perfons may form
a focial union to promote Chriftian know-

Bb
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" ledge and piety among others, and not

-

among themfelves 2-¥s-wet-here a joint en-
deavour to ¢ advance the interefts of the’
« blefled Redeemer’s kingdom ?”*

" It is likewife remarkable, that the mem-
bers of this fociety fubfcribe what is equal
to a confeflion of faith. By the 7th‘ Article
of the conftitution, they are “to procure .
“ and dlfperfe fuch tralls as tend to incul-

¢ cate the doétrine of the facred Trinity;

¢ the depravity and condemnation-of man-
“ kind by original and attual fin; their re-
“ covery by the meritogous life, fufferings,
* and death of the adorable Redegmer; the
« fan&ification of the foul by the operations
¢ of the holy Ghoft; the bleflings and efh-
“ cacy of the facraments of the Clriftian
“’church; the neceflity of holinefs of heart
“and prattice; the certainty of a future
“ ftate of eternal happinels er mifery,” &c.
Hereis a good confeflipn, and proves what I
have afferted, that the generality of Chrif- "
tians are agreed in all the eifentlal articles’
of faith; and that were they to confine
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themfelves to thefe, and not unwarrantably
extend them, a foundation for union would

appear.

I wouLrp add fomething more, I would
"addrefs both clergy and laity on the fubjett
of union, but this Appendix is already too’
long. As to fome denominations which
have been particularized, it is my unfhaken
opinion, that they ought to unite; and I
think that even an union of greater extent is '
defirable and praéticable ; yea, that it will
in procefs of time take place. A general

convention might he propoled and the at-

tempt made. Prejudices :'md interefts may

withftand it for a while, but they muft at laft
' yield to reafon and truth. I have deliver-
ed my fentiments with great freedom and
fincerity. They may not efcape animad-

verfions, and that too from fome with whom™ -

I fhould deem it an unhappinefs to differ.
I have no party purpofe, no worldly intereft
to feek; but having believed, I have there-
fore fpoken. Great as my attachment is to
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the denomination to Wthh I belong, and

- ever ftudious to promote thci f] - {piritual be-

nefit, I confider them as part.of the Catho-

lic church, and all the faints as one body in
€hroft, and every one members one of another.

THE END,

.





