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L, ADVERTISEMENT.

T HE following Sermon was preached in the
New Church, on the Lord’s Day, Nov. 2 501, 1792.
Some who heard it, were pleafed to exprefs their Ap-
probation of it, as a feafonable Reprehenfion of cer-
tain Error;, pafticular{y thofe concerning the Effica-
cy qf Baptifm, which have been lately publi jhcd
It is now, with fome little Addition, the Notes, and
an Appendix, commitied to the Prefs, in hope that
it may more c;ctefgﬁvely Jerve the Caufe of Truth.

New-York, Fanuary 82, 1793.
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CHARACTER
_o' ‘.OF.: .

SIMON Tz SORCERER,

ACTS vii. a3.

FOR I PERCRIVE THAT THOU ART 1IN THE
Gavrvr-or BiTTeaNEss, AND IN THE-BOND OF
InrQuiTy.

T H'E SE fevere words were direfted by
A the Apoftle Peter to, Simon the Sorcerer,
There muft have been fomething particular to,
juftify them, for it is not the fpirit of the gofpek
to pals a rafh and uncharitable cenfure. 1 pur-
. pofc, ﬁr& to thow the occafion and meaning of'
them ; and then, to make fuch refle&ions as may
naturally arife,

Tre-occdfion will be feen by attending to the
preceding hiftory in this chapter. Philip, one -
of the feven Deacons chofen by the advice of the
Apoftles, having preached Chrift, and wrought
numerous miracles in the city of Samaria, at-
tratted the general attentiop, "There was great

-



6 CHARACTER or

joy among them, both on account of the difeafes
which he healed, and the tidings of falvation
which he brought. Prcvxous,to his coming, a
certain man, called Simon, who ufed enchant-
ments, and gave out that himfelf was fome gréat -
one,* had excited the wonder of the people, and
gained much influence over them. His preten-
fions, and the works which he did, led them to
believe, that he was fome extraordinary perfon-
age, who could either iffift, or punith them at
his pleafure. We find frequently, that the'un-
thinking multitude are deluded by eonjurers,
diverted by jugglers, and eafily impofed upon by
bold pretenders in any profeffion, while the more
wife difcernand fhun the impofture; butthis man
had dewitched the Samaritans, and obtained a
1}ery extenfive fame. To kim they all gave heed,
Jrom the leaft to the greatef), [aying, This man
s the great power of God;t by which, moft
probably, is meant, that they viewed him as
a Minifter of God, or one who alted by pow-
er derived from him. Several of the Fathers
affert, that he pretended ta no lefs than Di-
vinity; aflumed the names of the Sacred Three;
propagated the moft dangerous herefiess and in-
dulged himfelf in the greateft impurities. Itcan

hardly be doubted, however, on the refpetable.
* Verfe 9. t Verfe 10. A




SIMON 7tHE SORCERER 7

tc{hmony extint, that after he wés reje&cd, he
‘deferved this charaéler.

Onx the preachmg of Philip, the pcoplc were
brought to embrace the Chriftian rchglon, and
were initiated into the Church by baptifmn. They
feceived this facred rlte, as a token of+ theit
profeffion, and which, to all who were fincere, .
was a feal of thofe precious bleffings which Chrift
had purchafed by his death.* |

' Siiox now faw his influence décline. Aaron’s
rod fwallowed up the magician’srod. The fer~
“vant of Chrift trod upon all the power of the ene-
my. Whether a momentary convi&tion feized
the heart of Simon, or whether from intcreﬁed

* The nature and ufe of the facraments are Juﬁly exprefled,
and in conformity to the dorine -of cur own Church, by
archbifhop Leighten, in his expofitery works, vol, 2.

p- 116. ¢ Signs they are, but more than figns, merely repre-
fcntmg 7 they are means exhibiting, and feals confirming
grace to the faztly‘ul. But the working of faith, and the con-
veying of Chrift inte the foul to be received by faith, is not
a thing put into them to do of themfclves, but ftill in the Sus
preme hand that appointed them : and he indeed both caufes
the fouls of Ais own to receive thefo his feals with faith, and
miakes them effeftual to confirm that faxth which receives
them fo, Thcy are then, in’ a word, ncither empty ﬁgns to
them that belicve, nor effe@ual caufes of grace to them that
bolieve nat,” ‘
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motives, he feigned fubmiffion, is not certai,
We are informed, that ke believed, was baptized,
continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the
miracles and figns which were done.* He might
have been fenfible, that the power by which
~ Philip a&ted was fuperior to his, and wifhed, for
his own reputation, to acquire the fame. His
condu afterward feems. to befpeak this. But
fince it is faid, that he delicved, perhaps, the moft
Jjuft interpretation, and ‘certainly the moft fa
vorable one which can be admitted; is, thathe
was the fubje& of what is called an hiftorical
faith. He gave credit to the report of the gof-
pel, made an outward and vifible profeffion of it,
but his heart was not changed, and he was fe=
cretly attached to his ﬁns.‘i‘

* Verfe 13.

"+ ¢ A ivan may be Rrid to belicve, and ‘yet not bea belicv-
‘er ; as a righteous man to fini, and yet not be a finner. To
be a believer, is to believe all that is to be believed, and to
have the heart anited & it: Thus Simon believed not. His
faith fesms to be only fuch a belief concerning Philip, as the
Samaritans lately had eoncerning Simon, viz. That he was
the great power of God. For finding bimfelf over-matched by
Philip, who caft out the fpirits which he, perhaps, had pof- :
feffed them with, he could riot now but give thic precedency
to Philip, as having a greater power than himfelf; and there-
forc he continued with Philip, wondering at what he did. His
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Tuar there isafaith of thiskind, which is not
effetual to falvation, is abundantly clear from
feripture. We are informed; that when our Lord
was in Jerufalem at the Paffover, in the feaft day,
many believed in his name, when they faw the mira-
cles which he did. Thehiftorian immediately adds,

But Fefus did not commit himfelf unto them, becaufe
he knew allmen ; and needed mot that any fhould tef«
tify of man ; for he knew what was in man.* Again,
it is recorded, that, after our Lord’s diftourfe
on the bread of life, which came down from
heaven, Many of hisdifciples went back, and walked
no more with him.¥  Of this faith the Apoftle
jamés likewife fpeaks. Shew me thy faith without
thy works, and I will fhew thee my faiih by my
works.  Thow belicveft that there is one God ; thow
doeft well : the devils alfo believe and tremble.  Bug

. B

* believing feems to be no more than an outward profefflional
faith, taken up for by-refpe@s, to preferve his intereft and re-
pute among the people, who now began to fall from him,
and to follow Philip; whofe difciple he himfelf will profefs
to be,rather than to be quite cafhiered. Befides this profeffion
of hismight (iu his conceit) be a ftep towards purchafing the
. §ift of ihe Hily Ghoft, which, if he could obtain, he had
been again in asgood a condition,both for reputation and pro-
fit, as before,” Coles on God’s Sovereignty, l'

* John ii, 2g—2g, 1.Jokn vi. 66,

»
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wilt thow know, O, vainman! that faith without
works is dead 2% Let me farther refer you to the
parable of the fower, in which we are taught the
different effe€ls of the word upon it’s hearers.
You will particularly remark the explanatjon of
the feed which fell upon ftony places.  He that
received the feed into flony places, the fame is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy recetveth it ;
et hath he not root in himfelf, but dureth for a while ;
Jfor when tribulation or perfecution arifeth, becaufe
of the word, by and by, he is offended.¥ From
' thefe words has come the diftinétion of a tempo=
rary faith, which is ftill bigher than hiftorical,
and which, befides the knowledge of revealed
truths, and the affent to them, contains a degree
of approbation and joy. Such was the faith of
Herod, who fearcd Fohn, knowing that he was a
juft man, and an holy, and obferved him ; and when
he heard him, he did many things, and heard him
gladly.}. This faith is not faving. It does not pro-
ceed from a new nature, and may confift withthe
Iove and dominion of fin. Hence the Apoftle,
in order to diftinguifh true faith from falfe, fays,
With the heart man believeth unto righteoufnefs; he
fpeaks of faith unfeigned ; and of faith which
worketh by love. '

* Jamesii, 18—20. T Matthew xiii, zo=21. } Mark vi. 20.
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It is not the defign to purfue this fubje& at
prefent, farther than to thow, that there is good

foundation for the diftin&tion whichismade, and
that the condu& of Simon, in receiving baptifm
and continuing for fome time in his profeffion,
is eafily accounted for on another principle than
a change of heart. He is one among the many
.mournful jpftances, who were alarmed for afeca-
fon, orexcitedby fome worldly motive, but were
never the fubjeéts of fpecial grace.*

WHEeN the Apofiles, whowereat Ferufalem, heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they
Jent unto them Peterand Fohn.t Thefe wentdown
in order to eftablith the new converts, and to
confer upon as many of them as were defigned
for offices in the Church, the extraordinary gifts
of the Holy Ghoft. Though they had received
the regenerating influences of the Spirit, yet the
gifts of healing, tongues, and prophecy had not
been beftowed upon them.

* See the fubje& of faith fully arnd judicioufly treated ; the
different kinds defcribed ; and that which is faving, diftin-
guifhed from all others, by Dr. M'Knight in his Six Sermons.
See alfo the diffcrent appearances of religion in perfons who
come fhort of a real converfion and faving thange, accurate-
ly pointed out in Dr. Witheifpoon’s pra&tical treatife on re~
generation ; a work of flerlivg value, '

1 Veile 14.
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Wien Simon faw the wonderful effe@s of the.

impofition of the Apaftles hands, he ofered them
moncy, fuppofing that they could communicate
the fame power to him. This he defired, not

that he might glorify God, or confirm the truths

of the gofpel by it, but to advance his pwn in-
tereft and rcputation in the world. From this
motive his conduét is generally thought to have
proceedcd, and hence the crime of buying or
felhng preferment in the Church has fince been
called Simony. DBut his fin did not confift only
in ambition and avarice. He ftruck at the very
foundation of the Chriftian faith, by alledging,
that the Apoltleswere acquainted with forme high-
er art of magic, than that which he had learn-
ed, and could teachitto others. This difcovered
at once his real charatter. Had not the Apoftles
had the gift of difierning of [pirits, this propo-
fal fhowed in what light he confidered the gofpel
and its preachers. . To him, as to the modern
deifts, the gofpel appeared a cunningly devifed
fable, and miracles only a fa‘lacy of the fenfes,

or arts of magic. -

Perer rejefled his offer and infinuation with
the utmoft abhorrence, and in words which con-
tained his doom, unlels he revented. Thy moncy
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perifh withthee.® As this upright Apoflle did not
himfelf preach the gofpel from viewsof gain, fo
neither could any bribe induce him to honor the
unworthy. Indeed what Simon afked was not
man’s to give, and therefore the Apoftledeclared
to him the great wickednefs there was in thinking,
that the gift could be purchafed ; told him plain-
_ly his dreadful fituation ; and exhorted him to
repentance and prayer, as the appointed means of

grace.

Tur finful ftate of this manis flrongly and re-
peatedly afferted by the Apolile. Thou haft ne:-
ther part mor lot in this matter : for thy heart is not
right in the fight of God.t And again in the text,
1 perceive that thow artin thegall of bitternefs, and
in the bord of iniquiiy. Can words more f{iriking-
ly paint one whofe heart is altogether vile ?
Whenever fuch fevere expreflions fell from the
lips of Chrift and his Apoflles, they were inva-
riably diretted to perfons of the moft wicked cha-

-ratter. Hearthe wordsof ourgracious Lord ; Woe
unto you, Scribes and Fharifees, hypocrites! for yeare
leke unio whited [epulcres, whichindced appear beau-

liful outward, butare within full of dead wiens bones,

* Verfe 20, o T Verle 2x,
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“and of all uncleannefs. Ye [erpents, ye generation
of vipers ! how can ye efcape the damnation of
hell 2* Hear alfo the words of the Apoftle Paul
to Elymas the forcerer, who fought to turn away

Sergius Paulus from the faith; Paul, filled with

the Holy Ghoft, [et his eyes on him, and faid, O full
of all fubtilty, and all mifchicf, thou child of the
devil, thowenemy of all righteoufnefs ! wilt thou not
ceafe, to pervert the right ways of the Lord 2+ Will
any onc fay that this language was proper, ex-
cepting to charatters extremely wicked ? Or, that
the words of Peter can be juftified in any other
way ?

Sin ishere compared to gall s to gall of bitter-

nefs, to make the expreflion more emphatic. This
fignifies, that the difpofition of his foul was like a
body through which the gallis diffufed. It may
be remarked, that itis not faid, that the gall was
aulum, but that he wasin the gall ; wholly poifon-
‘ed and corrupted. Sin is farther compared toa
bond which held him faft.—Melancholy defcrip-
tion! To be thus told, by an Apoftle, one en-
‘dued with a divine {pirit, and commiffioned to
{peak in this manner by the Lord and Judge of
all, muft have abafhed the moft fthamelefs face,

* Matthew xxiil, 27—33. + A&s xiii. 10,
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and confounded the groffeft hypocrite. - Simon
requefted the Apoftles to pray to the Lord, that
no judgment might overtake him. Laid open to
himfelf ‘and others, he contemplated for a mo-=
ment fome {udden vengeance, like what fell upon
Ananias and Sapphira, of which he had probably
heard. The greateft profligates are fometimes
liable to the moft alarming fears.

Troven we have no farther account of Lim
in facred hiftory, yet early ecclefiaftical writers.
inform us, that henceforward he gave himfelf up
more than ever to forcery, violently oppofed the
gofpel wherever he went; contended with the
Apoftles at Rome, where he was countenanced
by the Emperor, and where there was a {tatug
erefted for him with this infcription, “ To Simoun
the holy God ;” until at length he died in thaii =
and remorfe. ¥ ' .

THESE words, which were dire&ed to Simon,
are applicable only to thofe; and to all thole who
are i'ri an unregenerate ftate. = Though they may
not have arrived at the fame degree of wicked-
nefls, yet the fame evil principle is within them, -
and is continually gatheringmore ftrength. None
becomé on a fudden very bafe. There was a

* Jultin Martyr, Irenceus, Tertullian, -
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time when atrocious finners trembled at the
thought of thofe things which they now freely

commit. The fcedd of wickednefs, unlefs {fub-
dued by grace, will, in time, take root and

Jpring up. Let usmeditate a little on the propri-
ety and import of the metaphors ufed in thetext,
as they refpeél every natural man.

Hr is fo depraved, as that he is faid to be in
the gall of bitternefs. His depravity may be fo
called on account of its oppolition to God, and
its clfells to himfelf,

I is eppofed tothe perfe€ions of God ; par-
tici.loaly to his holinefs and jultice. Ile quarrels
with Lis abfolute decrees. IHe rebels againft bis
“ww. Hence the Apoftle fays, The carnal mind is

oy egunt God y for it is mot fubjeét lo ihe law
o] God, neither indeed can be.* From this enmity,
th2 repugnance to the way of falvation, the op-
polition to the vital principles of piety, and the
bitter perfecution of Chriftians proceed. How-
ever men may difguife their conduét to others,
and impofe upon themfelves, to no other proper
fource can we trace thefe things, than to pride,
and a hatred againft holincfs. This temper, my

% Rowmans viii, ¥.
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Lrethren, is more or Jefs in every unrenewed
man. Only the Spirit of God can overcome 1t,
and make a willing people in the day of his
power. o

.

Acaix, The effefts of the finner’s depravity
are bitterto himfelf. He has no folid peace of
mind. Guilt caufes ftings of confcience. Tha
pleafures of this world cannot give him fatisf2&i-
tion.—Who can defcribe the bitternefs which
awaits him in another world, when deprived of
all his parﬂutc and fallen under the everlalting
difleafure of a nghv’ous Ged?

Tuz Apo"ﬂe' ufzs likewife the metephor of 2
bond, which is exprellive of the deminion of fin
an the human heart, and the lizblenefs to puniii-

nent. It has fo bound the man that he cannc:
frec him[elf, or rather, he is become a willing
flave. How many miferable cxamples of this
are found 2mong thofz who have leng indulged
tiemlelvesin the praltice of iniquity ! They feem
proof asainl every mean of refermation, and

Pt

rufh headlong on defirefion,  Their evil incy-

. ” HE - H
naticns ferve I.M ords (o bind thew. Thecori.
. . : . : : N
ginal corruntion of their nature is Sresethoned
! 5

C
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Uy Labit. This was the unhappy cafe of Simon,
cor, if wemay credit ancient hiftorians, ke never
was freed from the gall of bitternefs, andloofed
irom the bond of iniguity ; but they feemed more,
znd more (o prevail over hime This, all have
reaton to fear as to themfelves, who do not par-
ialeofliavinggrace. Sin, if notweakened, grows
Sronger. Tiebond may alio imply a liablenels
te patifhrnent. Tothis, inic uity binds them over.
Dyeathis, Ty the law, the certain confecuence.
In both thoe ge:pects we are all bound until
Chril fotus fice. To him, let us earnchly look,
for s blood to cleanfe us, for his {pirit to nior-
¢ify our corruptions, and to implant within us
divi e principles, tat fo we may hLonor and
fear him, and be prepar:d to dwell in kis pre-

iones foreoern.

UL ozv o ace jow.e gencralrefections which ani’e

yors thiz ub’edt,and towhich let us nowattend.

reet

“rior, An external profefiion of the CL:iil-

(@]

..an religion, entitles perions, inthe fi;hcelth
Church, to the ordicances of the copel. Sizon,
Srowgis ke had been | aliy of mach wickedan s,
vet apon i vifible refuriravon a2t arcfeion

¢F i s as admieed o hastlan, e cannds
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know the heart. They can judge only by the
words and condu€t. When thefe arc agrecable
to the do@irines and precepts of the gofpel, the
judgment of charity is, that the heart is alfo fin-
cere.  This is alting according to the teft which
our Lord hath given, &y their fruits ye fhcll knew
t/’;em.

At the firlt publication of the gofjel, a pro-
feflion was required before baptifm, which pro-
feflion was always fuppoled to be, and in moft
cafes rcally was the confequenee of a change of
hcart. Regeneration in perfons adult, inftead of
being conferred in baptifm, was requifite to i,
and a reafon for its admiriftration. Cun any man,
faid Feter, forbid weicr, that thefe fheuld not be
baptized, which have received the Koly Ghof? os well
as we.* That repentance and faith, whichare in-
feparable from regencration, were required pre-
vious to baptifm, is evident from Lis addrefs to
the Jewson the day of Tentecoft ; Ecpent, cnd ke
beptized, every one quou, ¢t The facred hind-
torian adds, Tliry that glally vecelved o werd
were baplized ;.

* Als x. 47, T AGs i, 98 1 S&s Lo

——m e
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Itis no reafon, that becaufe perfons have
been once publicly vile, they ought not to ke
received into the Church; for divine grace
hath often brought {uch, and may have brougl.t
thele to repentance and amendment : nor is it
an cvidence, that thofe who adminilter the ordi-
nances, did wrong, becaufe perfons afterward
walk contrary to the gofpel ; for this could not
be forefeen, and if it could itis not thie rule of
Judgmcnt. The prefent profcfiion, and the pre-
fent appearance, arc all with which we have to
do. The Lord knoweth them that arc his. 1f
inﬁncerity manifeft itfelf by the future behavior,
then admonition and rejetlion are proper, as in
the cafe before us; but, atfirft, Philip was jul-
tifiable in baptizing Simon.

Tuis refle@tionfhows us, how intonfiderately
fometimes officers of the church are cenfured for
the admiffion of unworthy perfons, as though
they could prevent this, or enfure a conver/fation
as it becometh the gofpel of Chrifi. The officers
of the church may not refufe ordinanccs to any
whofe knowledge of the truth is fufficient, and
who avow their obcdicnce to the command-
ments of Ged.
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Seconpry, Though an external profeffion
be that by which we muft judge, yet perfors
may make this, while their hearts are not riglit
in the fight of God. Chrift may be confeffed
from interefted motives, or from fudden con-
vi€tions of fin, and a defire to atone for it, wheh
there isno rational and lafting effe& of the truth
upon the mind.  As foon as thefe motives ceafe

to excite, the goodnefs vanifhes as the morning

cloud, and as the carly déw. How unwife and
improper, then, to pronounceé pofitively as to
ihe converfion of men ! Time. only can prove
their fincerity. Simon was foon unmafked, and
ftood  conféft a forcerer flill.” In latter days
his converfion would have been much boafted
of by fome ; he would have been carried abotit
as a trophy, if not made a preacher ; but, alas!
where would have been the triumph, when, ac-
cording to ‘their own tenet, Simen had fallen
from grack. We ought neither, on the one
hand, haftily to condemn, .nor, on the otker,
haftily to approve, but hope all things, patiently
waiting their iffue, and being confident, that he
which hath begun a good work, will perform ituntil
theday of Fefus Chrifi.* Thofe who are the

* Dhil. i. 6.
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fubjclls of fupernatural grace, cannot totally,
or finally, fallaway. Tle fame divine Agent
who begap, will perfett the work.  Jefus Chrift
is the auitor bnd finifler of fuith. There is no con-

demnalion to them which areinChrift Jefus. They
cre Lept by the power of God, through faith, unto
Jalvalion.  “ The fced which is planted by di-
vine grace, fhall be preferved by divine power.
A gracious God will neither {uffer it to be fmo-
thered by contending weeds, nor defltroyed by
the inclemency of this tempefluous climate, un-
al it be tranfplanted into the milder regions of
peace and fereaity above.*” )

Tuiavry, Ilypocrites fet a higher value
upon external gifts, than upon internal graces.
Sce this in the charafter under confideration.
He coveted the power which Le thought the
Apoflies had, becaufe it would ferve to recom-
mend him to the notice of men, while ke was
inattentive to the purity of his heart. What
 pride and ambition were evident inhim ! Though
his life had been infamous, and he had lately em-
braced the Chriftian religion, yet he afpired at

* Dr. Witherfpoon's treatife on regeneration, which is
fraught with inftrution, and will be read with great pleafure
and profit by Minifters and private Chriftians.
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once to be equal to an Apoftle. Not content-
ed with receiving extraordinary giits by the in-
terpofition of others, he aimed to communicate
them himfelf. No objett appeared to him fo de-
firable as felf-intereft or felf-glory. Thisisa
certain mark of a carnal heart; and by which
let us try the fincerity of our profeflion. Are we
more fond of public than of fecret duties? Are
we more careful in the performance of {uch
things as procure a good reputation, than of fuck
as muft pafs unnoticed ? Is felf-denial, the mor-
tification of fin, forgivenc(s of injuries, and the
like, elteemed of little account ? In fhort, what
is our chicf end in all rcligious daties ? Is it, that
we may reccive the flattery of our own ixcdrts,
and be gratified with the {iattery of others ? 1f
fo, we have great reafon to fufpect ourfelves.
Iftlis be our habitual chara&ler, we facrifice (o
the worit of ld\)la, and difhonor the livirng Jod.

Owcz 1702 oA b very 1)Cl.0’l whois b Hued
is notregeneraied.  Thisis aproper and impor-
ant refle@ion on this part of acred hitery.
N ey e _— .
Cac poacivad deflon in choofing it was to ela-

1

CHD s k. Py oresenorsien dsoweant a

LW B, oo being bore agatn g and by odthis 1
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wpon the underftanding, will, and affeficns, fo
shat theperfon begomes angw creature.®  This

# This is the fenfe in which regeneration is generally un-
derflood, and which the word plamly imports. Regcncra-
uon, renovation, and renewal are fynonymous terms.~—
"Though a diftinétion may be made betweenthefe and conves-
fion, yet this alio is ufed by accurate writers inthe fame fenfe.
If by regeneration be underftood only a changs of the exter-
rl fate—abeing born into the Chriflian fociety—a being
made a vilible member of the Church, or atranilation fiom
th2 werld into the Church of God, then baptifm is regene-
ratior. But this is not the mc'aning of the word as autho-
rized by feripture, and ufed by divines.  Archbifbon Tillot-
soa and Dr. Whitby, who teach fome dorines contrary to
thole received by the Reformed Churches, Loth agreein this.,
The frft fays, ¢ Regeneration is a metaphor which the ferin-
turc ufeth to exprels our tranflation and changefrom one Late
to anotler, from a ffatz of L0 and wickeduels, to a ftate of
grece and holineds, 25 if we were bora over aguin, and wer

the children of anotlier futher, and from being the c]n..l.‘.

”

of the azvily did bezome the children of God.” And again,

¢ Regeneration is the change of aman’s ltate, froma flate of
nto a flate of hollaeh, the man being, as it were, cuite
(.du.l"'LJ or male overagaia.” % This changz,” fays be again,
e is cffeited and wrouzht by a Divine poveer, of the fanie
Lind with that, which created the world, and ratied up
aeil Jeles from i dead” Do Whitby, in his paraphrafe

on tiefe words, Excest aman b bora asals, fays, # Thatis,re-

vod ki m.nq, vl and 3.;-..\.1\)'.3, by the oncraticn cf

now crzaturel”
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thange does not always accompany the- admini-
ftration of baptifm. It may precede, or it may
follow, or it may never take place. No one will
venture to fay, that Simon was not regulaxly
baptized, or that Philip had not competent autho~
rity for the purpofe; and yet we fee, that the
{ubje&t continued in an unregenerate ftate. T hxs
fingle example is fufficient to eftablith the doc-
. trine beyond any reafonable difpute ; for if one
can be produced, we may prefume that there ar¢
many.# e e

* Exa&ly confonant to this was the fentiment of the great

and good Archbifhop Uther, afirft rate lummary in the Epif-

copal Church. - His words are, in his Body of Dwmny,
folio volume, page 416.

¢ Doth the mward gracc alway: accompany tlu mtward _[ 6"{
in thofe of years baptized £

¢ No : but only then when the prqfefﬁon of their faith i 18
not outward only and counterfeit, but ﬁn;crc and hearty ;
they hymg hold on Chrift offered in the facrament by a lwcly
falth,whlch is the hand te receive the metcies offered. A&s
viii. 37, If thou belicvef with all thy heart, thou mayeft be
baptized, faith Philip tothe Eunuch. For it were abfurd to
extend the benefit of the (e3l beyond the covenant. 'Now‘
the covenant is made only to the faithful. Johni. 10.—
*Mark xvi, 16, He that believeth and is baptized, fhdl be
faved ; but k¢ that bel;mth nat, whether he be baptxzed or noy
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If any infit that Simon was regenerated, then
they muft affertlikewife,that he afterward return-~
ed to his old ftate ; for though the regengcrate are

_not perfe&l, and may fall into fin, yet the words
- of the Apoftle are too firong to mean only that

corruption which ftill dwells in them. If any in-
fift, that a fufficiency of grace was given him,
which had he improved, he would have been
faved, then they muft affert likewife, that our fal-
vation ftands in the will of men. Thefe doétrines
are infeparable from one another, and all of them
are contrary to divine revelation. The advo-

catesfor regeneration in bapufm, to be confiftent

with themfelves, are obliged to embrace thefe,
and thus one error leads to another, until the
very {pirit and defign of the gofpel is contradited,
and fometimes wholly rejefted. Itis this man-
ner of accommodating the gofpel, to the natural
pride of men, that encourages their fecurity in

__fin, and leads them to defpife the crofs of Chrift.

Thofe doétrines, ufually called the doétrines of
grace, have been, and ever will be found the
moft efficacious in converting finners, and in
promoting holinefs of heart and life.

fhall be condemned. Simvon, Magus, and Julian, and thou-
fands of hypocrites and formalifts, fhall find no help in the
day of the Lord by the holy water of the baptifin, without
it be to increafe their judgement.”
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1+ would be hard to afcertain the precife
tiné bétween Simon’s baptifm and the Apoftle’s
declaration to him ; but it: could not. be " very
long. ~Samaria’ being only one day’s journey.
from Jerufalem, the news of Philip’s fuccefs
muft have foon reached the Apoftles, and Peter
and John muft fosnhave gone-down. Is itrea-
fonable then to-fuppofe, that in this fhort fpace
of time, a man from being 4 new creature fhould
become totally corrupt; that he who fo lately
received the finceré milk thould now be in the
gall of bitternefs; or that he who fo lately was
made free by the Splrit of .God, {hould now be
in the bond of 1mqu1ty ?If regencrauon be, as
fome, feem to think, 0nly good hablts gradually
‘ acqmred by our own endeavours, even on-thjs
prmcxple we muft gradually revert to the bad ;. but
this man was now deftitute of every good hablt *
No fign of grace appeared ‘but on the contrary,
ﬁgns of great depravity were mamfeﬁ

_* ¢ Spiritual life is prior to and the fource and prmuple of
a)l a&s of evangelical holmefs ; ;md confcqu:ntly it cannot. bc
gradually acquired by fuch a&s, but muft be 1mplantcd pre-
vioufly to the putting forth of any fuch as ; ‘as reafon is not
acquired by reafoning, but isa pre- requiﬁfe and principle of
all the afls of reafon. There muft be a firft a&t of holinefs;

for if there be not a fir ft, there cannot be a fecond, &c.
Now fince a principle of fpiritual life is the fprmg, and the
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As to the opinion of a fufficiency or univerfas
lity of grace, it is by no means admiffible/ Is it
{aidy that thismanmight have improved his mea-
fure of grace if he would ? Then the counfel of
fulvation refts merely on the human will. *Grace
#s given which mankind may, or may not im-
prove: and confequently all may be faved, or
nene may be faved. This is, if I may exprcfs it}
making the infinitely wife God to a& at random,
and give his Son to die in vain,

ir appears then, from thls example of oné
flavmg ‘been baptized according to the rule of
the Church and ftill remaining unrenewed i
his heart, that regeneration is not always, or ne-
deffarily connefted with baptifm. You will, my
Brethren, give thé obfervations which have been
madg all that attention and weigh't to which they
are ‘entitled. The argument by no means
felts here ; farther than this,that if it be evident
that Simon yas not regenerated, then it is conclu=
Rive reafoning to fay, that baptifm is not regene-
‘Yation, ~ The doftrine is of importance as it
bcgmnmg o'f all afts ;)f h‘olincfs, it muft be, in order of na-
ture, prior to the firlt a& of holinefs ; and confequently it is
not gradually acqulred by fuch a&s, but precedes them all

and therefore muft be inftantancoufly infufed.” Davxcsa
Scrmons. :
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{tands connefted with others ; and thould any of
us depend on our admiffion into the Church by
- baptifm, as being all the change in ‘our flate
~ which is required, the confequence will be fatal
and dreadful. Hear how a learned and pious
Divine addreffes the perfon who fays he has been
baptized, and is therefore regenerate. * Doft
thou venture thy foul upon it ? that this is all
God means, by having a new héart created, a
right [pirit renewed in us : by being madeGod's
workmanfhip, created in Chrift Fefus umto good
works : by betoming new creatures, old things be-
ing done away, all things made new : by Jolearning
the truth as it is in Fefus, to the putting off the old
man, and putting on the new ; which after God is
~ ¢reated in righieoufnefs and true holmeﬁ by being
bcgottcn of God’s own will by the word of truth ;
t6 be the chief excellency, the prime glory (as
certainly his new creature is his beft creature)
the firft fruits, or the devoted part of all his crea-
tures ; by kaving Chrift formed in us ; by par-
taking the divine nature, the incorruptible feed,
the feed of God ; by being born of God, Spirit
of Spirit; as of carthly parents we are born
Slefh of fleh. When my eternal bleflednefls
lies upon it, had I not need to be fure, that
I hit the true meaning of thefe fcriptures ?

T R



45 Cuaracter or SIMON Tue SORCERER.

Efpcéiaily, that at leaft I fall not below it, and
reft not in any thing: fhort’ of what feriptare
miakes .indifpenfably neceflary to my. emermg
ihto the kmgdom of God L]

UPON the whole, my brethren, let me befeech
you to attend with all dxhgence and care to the
things of your everlafting peace.. Certain it is,
that the enjoyment of no privileges alone, will
fave us. We muft believe with our hearts in
fcfus Chrift the only Saviour, and we muft be
tenewed in the fpirit of our minds, 'if we would
partake of the héaVe'nly joys. We can be jufti-
fied before God, only by the righteoufnefs of {
€hrift as our furety, imputed to us, and made
koly dnly by continual influences from dbbv;.,: ,
Lct us be afraid of reflting in fomething fhort of |
a2l godiinefs ; 'let us be careful'in felf-examina- ]

tion ; and let us work out 0ur own falvation. with
fcar aml trembling ; for it is God which worketh
inus, bom tov wzlla,zléo do, of his good pleajure

# }1 J\n..s \\01T
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9 HOEVER reads the foragoing fermon, and has feen one

4 entitled, ¢« The dcérine of regeneration aflerted and ex-
plained,” publifh:d by the Rev, Dr, Moore, will find, that we
difer in fentiment on this fubjed. I once thought not to meg-
sion his name in this bufine$, or refer particylarly to his frmop 5

. but as a reference would naturally be made, I did net kn'qv}

-whether he would reckon it a compliment or not to pafs him ig

entire filence ; and I am unwilling to give him the leaft juft groypd
of offence. He is efteemed in that church to which f){:'rpiniﬂe;s,
and has the chara@er of a man of genius, learning and tafle,
Thef confiderations, befides perfonal friendfhip, would prevent
me from feeking any controverfy with him, To manage a £on-
troverfy, indeed, is neither my talent, nor my inclination ; and
it fo feldom tends to edification, and fo frequenty produccs ag
improper fpirit, that every man ouvght to be jealous of the mos
tives from which he engages. The evils of this life are enoyzh
without increafing them by ftrife and contention. Weare all 5 '
prone to err, that we thould coun®l and affif, not bie axd drouy
one anoticr,  The do@rine, however, advanced by Dr. Moore,
appears to me fo oppofite to what is received in (he Reformed
Ciarclies, o conneéted with fome othais, and fo dangerous in iig
confiquence, that it fhould not efcapé notice ; and férdy, lis
liberality will allow me the fame liberty in contradicting, wiich
he has taken in afferting.  He has publifhed a fcond edition of
his fermon wih an appendix, from which we may infer, that he
is fized in his opinicn, and defirous of its propagaiion, His fr-
mon, though intended for his own hearcrs, yet has fallen invg
other hands ; liis charalter will give it circulation ; and if whys
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"1y unnoticed, the people may think, either that we are unfalths
ful, or that we cannot defend the old dotrine, or that it is nat
worthy of being defended.

Ir is not my defign te enter minutely upon an examination of
*his fermon, but merely to point out, in as few words 2s poffible,
" whence his error as to bapti(in feems to arife. One would think
fometimes from his expreffigns, and the litfle notice which he
takes of the vexewing of the Holy Ghof, that he means po more by
regeneration than a folemn admiffion into the Church by bap-
tifm. Were this all, then his only miftake would be the ufe of 2
termin a fenfe in whxch heis not warranted by fcripture, and the
language of divines; in a fenfe which is improper and unfafe.
Butit is teo evident, that he means by regeneration more than
“this.” He firft hows « the natural flate and condition of man.
kind.” This he l‘ays, is ¢ a flate of fin and mifery.” Then after
afcettaunng,as he alledges, << the true meaning’ * of the wafhing of
regeneration, and renewing of. the Holy Ghaft, he aflerts, « that
baptifm is the only inflituted mode of taking us outof a wicked
world, and making ys the children of God by adopnon and
that thofe, whofe natural ftate and condmon is thus changed, are
faid to be regencrate, or born again” Again, he aflerts, that
s with baptifm is always conneed reception into the Church,
and regeneration, and remiffion of fin,” Again, « thata fufficis
entdegree of preventing and aflifting grace always accompanies the
tegular adminiftration of baptifin,” And, to quote ne more, he
fays, « after this change in our natural ftate and condition, by 2
diligent ufe of the affiftance ofthe Holy Spirit, we grow in grace. *
Does it nat appear, that he means more by rege neration than a
change of the external ftate 2 That he means a real change of
heart ; of ¢he mdumlﬂatc :md condition of fin. am' mifery ; that he
contects with baptifin, remifion of fin; a bemg bors again ; fuch
a change as is the foundation of grows in grace? Letany one
read and take words in their common acceptation, and muft he
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Wot fee that Dr, Moore teaches, that no other change is fieceflary
than what is always made.in baptifin ? Himfelf being judge
will fay, that I have quoted his words exaitly, and that my coft
frudion of them is fair.  1fhe tneans by regeneraticn any thing
different from the common fenfe in which it is received, whit
tas he not accurately defined it and given his reafons 7 Is thers
one who reads his fermon who does not underftand kim a5 hold«
tng, that whenever a perfon is tegularly baptized, the Spirit of
God begins a work of holinefs within him, which, by a gradual
ihcreafe, prepares for conplete and eternal falvation ? He either
“neans this, or he muft deny altogether the neceflity of any fu-
pernatural change. He either means this, or he has been, for
once, unhappy in his mode of communication. Infhort it ap
pears, that he means by regeneranon, to repeat lns own words,
a «change in our natital flate and conditition,” wrought by
4 aflifling grace ;” and the thing about which we ‘principally
‘differ is, that he affirms that this change always accompanies bap-
tifm. -—-l proceed now to point out whence this error, in atuibuting
a too great efficacy to the ordinance of baptifm, feems to arife.

1. From an inattention to the figurative language of fcripture
and the nature of a facrament, in which the fign is often put for
-the thing fignified. Thus, baptifin being the facramental fign of
_regeneration, may be called t4e wafhing of regeneration, the wafh-

ing awgy of fins, juft as Chrift, by the fame figure, fays of the bread

.in the holy fupper, This is my body. This mode of fpeéch was,
from theufe of it in fcripture, adopted by the Fathers, and is con-
tinued in the Church until this day._ Hence in dlﬂrlbutmg the
elements in the fupper we fay, This is his body, and This is his
blood’; Yis flefh i is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indecd. Hence
the Proteflant Epifcopal Church in the office for the public bap-
tifin of infants, fays, % We yield thee hearty thanks, moft merci-
ful Father, that it hath pleafed thee to regenerate this infant with
thy Holy Spirit;” and in the %der for the adminiftration of tle -
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Lord’s Supper, the minifter is dire@ed to publifh in thefe words,
<« T purpofe to adminifter te all, &c. the moft comfortable facra-
ment of the body and blood of Chrift.” Again, when kneeling
at the table, they pray thus, ¢ Grant us therefore, gracious
Lord, fo to eat the fleth of thy dear Son Jefus Chrift, and to drink
his blood, &c.” And again, in the prayer of confecration, they
pray that they ¢ may be partakers of his moft blefled body and
blood.” With as much propriety then, may it be faid that the
dotrine of tranfubftantiation is taught in fcripture and aflerted in
the offices of this Church, as that baptifin is aflerted to be regenera-
tion. I might have faid with more propriety, for Chrift ex-
prefily fays of the bread, T#is és my body, but in no place is it ex~
prefsly faid of baptifin with water, Tais is regeneration.

2. Axorner caufe of error feems to be the not diftinguithing
between the vifible and invifible Church, or, between the external
difpenfation of the gofpel, and the real communication of grace.
All who profefs faith in Chriftand are baptized, belong to the vifi-
ble Churchy, and are externally in covenant with God; but only
fuch as are united to Chrift and renewed by grace belong to the
invifible Church. To fuch only are the facraments /s of fpiritual
bleflings, They are not all fracl which are of lfrael. " Asa feal
isa witnefs or confirmation of a tranfa&tion which has already
taken “place, o in the adminiftration of the facraments the fub-
je@s are always fuppofed to be already the partakers of faving
grace ;' and the facraments do not confer the grace, much lefsare
‘they the grace itfelf. '

Dr. Mcore appears to have overlooked this diftin¢tion in ftat-
ing the principles both of hisown and other Churches, In his own
-itis clearly made, Art. 26, «In the vifible Church, the evil be ever
mingled with the good.” With refpec to the efficacy of the fa-
craments, it is faid, Art. 25, «In fach only as worthily receive
the fame, they have a wholefome effoct or operation.” Againin

— e e

——r—



APPENDTI X XXXV

Att. 28, of the Lord s Supper, itis faid, « To fuch as rightly,
worthily, and with faith receive the fame, the bread which we

_break is a partaking of the body of Chrift,” And again,in Art,
29, «“The wicked, and fuchasbe void of alively faith, although
they do carnally and vifibly prefs with their teeth, as St. Auguftine
faith, the facrament of the body and blood of Chrift, yetinno
wife are they partakers of Chaft.” \

- WE may now fee how the Catechifms and Confeﬁions of the
Reformed Dutch and Prefbyterian Churches are to be underftood.
They are uniform with the Proteftant Epifcopal Church in this
dodrine.  Neither of them hold, as Dr. Moore affirms, that the
outward walhing of baptifm “is always accompanied with the in-
ward wafhing of the Spirit; but that it is an exhibition of fpiritual
bleffings, a badge of profeffion, and a feal or confirmation of the
faith of thofe whom God hath ordained to life. ‘The Prefbyte-
rian Church fays in her Confeffion, chap. 28, ¢ Although itbe a
great fin to contemn or neglec this ordinance, yet grace and fal-
vation are not fo infeparably annexed unto it, as that no perfon can
be regenerated or faved without it, or that all that are baptized
are undoubtedly regenerated.”  Agreeably to this is the doctrine
of the Reformed Dutch Church, which is well known. The
queftions in the Heidelbergh Catechifn are addrefied not only
to a believer, but to one who has full affurance, or faith in lively
exercife; and the anfwers are fuch as ore of-this charaétes
would make. It isa fingulatity in this catechif, that it does
not lay down the doc.ines merely in propofitions, or teach them
fpecutatively, but fhows the praétical effect which they have up-
on believers. In this view what is faid on baptifin is perfetly
juft.  With refpe& to the Epifcopal Church, hear the words of
the pious Bithop Hall ; ¢ A man may have a faving faith before
baptifin : Abraham firft believed to juftification ; then after re-
ceived the fign of circumcifion, as a feal of the righteoufnefs of
tiat faith, which he had when he was uncircuincied, Who
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takes baptifin without a full fuith, faith Hierom, takes the water,
takes not the Spitit, Thou feeft water, faith Ambrofe, every wa.
ter heals not, that water only heals which hath the grace of God
annexed. Baptifm therefore, without faith, cannot fave a man,
and by faith doth fave him.” Hear alfo the do&rine as clearly
and excellently taught by Archbifhop Uther, in his body of divi.
nity, page 41§, « Though God hath ordained thefe outward
means for the conveyance of the inward grace to our fouls ; yet
there is no neceffity that we fhould tie the working of God's Spi-
yit to the facraments more than to the word, The promifes of
falvation, Chrift and all his benefits, are preached and offered to
all in the miniftry of the word; yet all hearers have not them
conveyed to their fouls by the Spirit; but thofe whom God
hath ordained to life, So in the facraments, the outward ele,
ments are difpenfed to all, who make an outward profeflion of
the gofpel (for in infants, their being born in-the bofom of the
Churchis inftead of an outward profeffion) becauf: man is not
able to diftinguith comn from chaff: but the inward grace of the
facraroent is not communicated to all, but to thefe only who are
heirs of thofe promifes whereof the facraments are feals. For
without 2 man have his name in the covenant, the feal fet to it
confirms rothing to him,”

3. Tuelanguage of Scripture and of the Fathers is liable to 'be
mifconftrued when we do not -attend to certain circumftances in
the primitive Church, Such were the difcouragements; that the
very profe(ian of Chriftianity was a good teftof men’s chara&ers.
The Apoftles, therefore, addre6 profeffing Chriftians, in the ge-
neral, as though they were adypted, fandlified, jufified, &c. as
well as regencrated ; becaufe they had reafon, in the judgment of
charity, to think thus of by(Fu the greateft part of them. It
ought to be remembered too, that « in the earlieft ages of the
Church, perfons were generally baptized as foon as they were

/
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eonverted to the cordial belief of Chriftianity ; and therefore the

time of their converfion and that of their baptifm might naturally

enough be fpoken of as one. Jult as dumisiq oz alfo among the,

Antients fignifies baptim : Not to, intimate, that the grand illye

mination of the mind was made by this rite, or at the time of it 3

for that would be fuppofing the perfon in darknefs when he ems’
braced the gofpel, and determined to be baptized ; but becaufe it
.was taken for granted, and that very juflly in thofe days, that

every one favingly enlightened would foon be baptized, that

e might be regularly joined to the fociety of enlightened or res
generated perfons, that is to the Chrifian Church,”’~--The inats

tention to thefe three things which have been mentioned is, gere

haps, the great caufe why fome have erred on this fubje. When

duly weighed, nothing more will be required to convince us thag

regeneration doesnot always accompany the adminiftration of
baptifn,

" REGENERATION, being 2 ¢ change of our natural flate and cony
dition,” is abfolutely neceffary to falvation ; but baptifim is not
abfolutely neceffary ; and, therefore baptifin is not regeneration,~s
Again, Faith and repentance are the fruits of regeneration ; but
a profeffion of thefe is required of adults previous to baptifmn 3
and therefore, baptifim is not regeneration.——Again, Baptifm isa
vifible fign and feal of inward grace, and not the grace itfelf; but
regeneranon is the grace itfelf; and therefore, baptifin is not rege-
neration.—---Again, Baptifn is to be adminiftered to all who proe
fefs their faith in Chrift and obedience to him ; but the profeffion
may be infincere and the heart remain wicked ; and therefore re-
generation is not infeparably connected with baptifn.

Ler me fubjoin here an extrac from a fermon of the learned
and pious Mr. Davies, whom America enrols among her earlieft
and worthieft fons. ¢ If baptifm,” fayshe, « be regeneration in
the fripture fenfe, then whatever the fcripture fays concerning '
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perfons regenerated, born again, or cteated anew, will alfo- hold
true concerning perfons baptized. Thisis fo plain a principle;
that it is hard to make it plainer ; for if baptifm be the fame with

regeneration; the new birth, or the new creation, then the fame-
things may be faid-of it. Proceeding upon this obvious principle,' -

let us make the trial in a few inftances. It may be truly -faid of
him that is born of God, in the fcripture fnfe, that he does not
habitually fin, &c. Now fubflitute baptized, inftead of born of
God, and confider how it will read,—¢ Every one that isbaptized'
finneth not 3 but he that is baptized keepeth himfelf; and the evil
onie toucheth him not.”-~Has this the appearance of truth 2 Do
nop all of you know fo much of the condu& of many who have
been baptized, as to fee this is moft notorioufly falfe 2 For where
can we find more audacious finners upon earth, than many who
have been baptized? Let us make another trial.  Bhofoever is
boria of Gudyin the feripture lfenfe, overcometh the world, But will
it hold true, that whofoever is ba ptized, overcometh the world 2
¥ any man be in Chrif , in the fcripture fenfe, Ae is g sew creature ;
@ld things are paff away, and oll things are become new. But how-
will it found if you read, Jf any man be baptized, he is a new cream
ture ; old things are paft away, and all things are become new 2
Does baptifin .univerfally make fuch a change in the fubje&, as
that it nay, with any tolerable propriety, be called 2 new crea-
tion ?"----<* Let me borrow a very plin and popular, and yet
fubftantial argument from Limborch. ‘¢ The great defign of
Cliifts coming into the world was, to renew and regenerate
men : thisis a work worthy of,his own immediate hand. And
yet we are told Jefis baptizod not, bur his diftiples. A plain
evidence that he made a diftin@ion between baptifin and regene-
ration.  St. Paul, writing *o the Corinthians, fays, I/kank God
that 1 baptized none of you, but Crifpus and Gairs.”  Butif bap-
tifin be regeneration, his meaning mut be, I thank God that I re-
generated none of you.-—But s this caufe of thankfgiving ? Could
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he give thanks to God that he had not regenerated any of them %
Chriff, fayshe, fent me not to baptize ~-But can we think Chuift
did notfend the chiefof the Apofiles to promote the great work
of regeneration ? He, elftwhere, calls himfelf their fpirityal fa-
ther, for, fays he, in Ciriff Jefus ] have begotten you threugh the
gojpel.  But if baptifm be the new birth, he would not have been
their father, or begotten them, unlefs he had baptized them. From
which it is evident, that St. Paul made a great difference between
baptifin and regeneration,”

THxe reader might fuppofe me unneceffarily tedious did I pro.
ceed farther. He will think this fufficient to enable him to judge
how far Dr, Moore has « fimply attended to the dodrines of
feripture, and the avowed principles of his own and other re.
formed Churches;” and how far ke has fet the ¢ controverted
fubjet in a clear and fimple point of view, difengaged from all
thof clouds of myflery, in which it has been involved by igno.’
rance and enthufiafin,”  Were he followed in his denial of clecs
tion and the final perfeverance of. the faints, he would be found
equally unfupported by firipture and the articles of his own
Church.---When fome things in his performance are confidcred,
fuch as his unwarrantable interptetation of our Lord’s words, £z-
cept aman bé born again, what he fays ofinexplicable feclings, and
the notions about convetfion, my animadverfions will be thought
too mild and general, Tam ftudious to avoid giving offence ; -
and I fincercly hope, that the bare mention of thefe things will
lead the Author carefully to review them. Tt is his bufinefs and
mine; to take heed unty ourfllycsgand unto our dolrine, that fo
we may ba'h fave ourfelves and them that hear us,  Thedoérines
of his own and other reformed Churches are too well known ,
and eftablithed, to be eafily brought into difcredit. The more
they are examined, the brighter evidence will attend them; and
let their oppofers be aflured, that they are {81! precious to many i
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our day, and tall never want, until the end of time, open affertors
and defenders,  ButIreft with thi$ fmall tefimony, though i
were the laft I thould ever publicly bear, for thofe truths in which
1 wesearly infiru@ed, have always preached, and which thows
{ands on the way to' glory have found to be for their edificatiot
and comfort; o
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