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SERMON XIII.

The SPIRITUAL DEATH AND LIFE
or THE BELIEVER.

B Y

WILLIAM LINN, D. D.

One of the Minlfters of the Reformed Dutch Church, New-York.

Gal. ii. 20.

Iam crucified with Chrijl ; neverthelcfs I live ; yet

not 7, hut Chrijl liveih in me ; and the life which

I nozv live in theflejh, I live by thefaith of the Son

of Gody zvho loved me, and gave himfelffor 7ne,

TO underfland thefe words, it is necelTary to

attend to their connedlion. The apoftle, in

the former part of the cpifile, vindicates himfelf

againfb the mifreprefentations o^ falfe teachers in

the Galatian Church ; who alledged that he was

no apoftlc, and that he taught dodrines contrary

to Peter, and the other apoftlcs. In the i6th

vcrfe of this chapter, he begins to eflablifh and

defend the dodlrine of juflification by fiiith, which

thefe teachers attempted to iubvert. They urged

the ftrid: obfervance of the ceremonial law, and

particularly of circumcifion, as neccffary to falva-
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tion. Tte apoftle, on the other hand, excludes

all works, whether ofthe ceremonial or moral law,

from having any influence upon it ; and direds

to feek rightcoufnefs only through faith in Chrift.

He likewife anfwers that old and common objec-

tion made by adverfaries, that if perfons be not

juftified by their obedience to the law, then a door

IS opened to licentioufnefs, and Chrifl becomes

the minifter of fin. This he rejedls, by prefling

holinefs, or a ftrict conformity to the moral law

;

and left they might fay, that this w^as buildifjg again

what he had dejiroyed, he fliows, that faith and obe-

dience are always united ; that the fame faith,

•which looks to Chrift for the pardon of fin, derives

from him alfo, flrength to fubdue it. / through the

Jaw, fays he, in the 1 9th verfe, am dead to the law,

that I might live unto God. By being dead to the

law, we are not to underftand, the being freed

from it as a rule of life; but the not putting con-

fidence in obedience to it, for juflification. That

obedience which the law demands, has been ful-

filled by Chrifb the furety of the believer, and ac-

ccoted in his behalf. He is alfo dead to the law,

as being delivered from the curfe of it. But

thoueh the law has neither power to fave, nor to

condemn him, yet he is under obligation to live

unto God. His being indebted to Chrifl", is fo

far from excufing him, that it increafes the obli-

gation, and is the mofl powerful inducement to

holinefs of life. This the apofllc farther explains

and enforces in the text. •
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lam crucified with Chriji. '* Through this cru-

cified one, I die to the law, fin, and the world ;

—

and my death refembles his. Neverthelefs, as he

rofe and lives forevermore, fo I live fpiritually

;

having grace here, the earneft of future glory.

—

Stridly fpeaking, however, it is not I that live. I

am neither the caufe nor the promoter of this life;

hut Chriji liveth in me ; by his fpirit directing the

inclinations ofmy heart. And the life which I now

live in the flejhy I live by thefaith of the Son ofGod»

The great inftrument ofmy life is, a firm belief

that Jefus, who was crucified, is the Son of God.

Here I lay hold upon the hopefet before me ; and

this hope is as an anchor ofthefoul, bothfare andfied^

faft." The apoftle f peaks in the firft perfon, /, and

thus declares his own experience with refpedl to

the dodirine he defends. This was his condition,

and is truly the condition of all believers ; though

they may not be able, fo clearly, to adopt his

language, or to ufe the appropriating words, who

loved met and gave himfelffor me.

In difcourfmg on this fubjed, I fhall diredyouv

attention to the leading thoughts ; and therefore,

I fliall endeavor to fhow, Firfi, What is implied

in being crucified with Chriff.

—

Secondly, What we
are to underiland, by Chrift living in the believer j

and point out the great influence of faith in the

divine life. Or, in fewer words, fhow—How the

-^believer dies, and how he lives.

I. Expreffions fimilar to this, of being crucified

Wth Chrifi, arc more than once ufcd in the wri^
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tings of the apoftle. No one will be fo weak as to

imagine that Paul was a fharer with Chrift in the

merit of his (uiterings. Such a thought would be

horrid and blafphemous. Thus, though he de-

fires to know the fellovsfljtp of his Sufferings^ yet he

means only, to enjoy the benefit of them and be

conformed to them in his own. Seeing his Lord

fuftered, he did not repine, but rejoiced in fuffer-

ing for his fake. Accordingly he fays, in another

^\diCQ:,if/obeihatwe/uffer with him. How fuf-

fer with him ? He means, in his caufe ; and by

afliftance derived from him. This is a part ofcon-

formity to Chriff, as well as that he makes their

fufferings his own, by tenderly fympathizing with

them, ftrengthening and rewarding them.—There
is implied in being crucified with Chrift,

Firfty A refufing obedience to the ceremonial

law, as being no longer neceflary to falvation. It

was only temporary. The defign being fulfilled,

it ccafed to be offarther ufe. The law, fays the a-

poflle, was ourJchooUmafteVy to bring its unto Chrijl^

that we might be juftijied by faith. But after that

faith is comey we are no longer under a fchooUmafier.

Though certain erroneous teachers held that it

was flill obligatory, yet he declares, that he was
crucified with Chrifl ; that his death put an end

to this legal fervice. When he faid, // is finijhed,

this law was aboliflied, and a new difpcnfation in-

troduced. ..«;

Secondly, there is implied a chearfulnefs in un-

going all that fcorn and contempt with which a
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firm adherence to the dodrine of the crofs was at-

tended. Cbrift crucified was, unto the Jeivs, aftum^

lling block, and unto the GreeksyfooUJhnefs, Notwith-

Handing the offence of the crofs, the oppofition to

it, and the reproach to which the promoters of it

were expofed, the apoftle was not aJJoamed of the

gnjpel of Cbrift. While his enemies in the Church

conftrained their profelytes to be circumcifed, and

gloried in it, he rejeded, with deteftation, the

thought of glory ing,y^'u'^ in the crofs of our Lordje^

fus Chrift.

Suffice it jufi: to mention thefe, as what may be

implied when we confider the fcope of the epiftle,

and the circumftances of Chriftians in the primi-

tive ffate of the Church.

'Thirdly, There is implied in this expreflion, a

partaking ofthe merits of the death of Chriff, and

the being dead to the moral law, in the manner

mentioned in the preceding verfe. As in this

and other places, the ceremonial law is to be un-

derftood, fo the moral is evidently to be included.

The believer is juflified on account of the per-

fect obedience and meritorious death of Chrift

;

the one anfvvering to the precept of the law, and

the other to the violation of it. Neither of thefe

can be performed in his own perfon, the law ad-

mitting ofnolefs than a perfedi: obedience, and

the fatisfacllion it requires being infinite. This

inability docs not a rife from any infufticiency in

the law, but from that weakncfs in man, which baa

K k
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taken place fince the fall. For "johat the laiv could

not do, in that it was weak through thefejh, Godfend-

ing his ozvn Son in the likenefs offmfidfleflj^ andforfin

condemnedfin in the flefb; that the rightcoifnefs of the

law might befulfilled in us. Jefus Chrift, being eve-

ry way equal to the work of redemption, hath o-

beyed and fuftered as the reprefcntative of all his

fpiritual feed. This righteoufnefs is imputed to

the believer. He is crucified with Qirifb. The
demands of the law are anfwered for him by Chrifl,

and accepted by God. In the plan of redemption,

it is accounted the fame as if the believer had

done it perfonally.

In the firft covenant, Adam, reprefenting his

pofterity, by his failure, involved them in fin and

mifcry : in the fecond covenant, Chrifl, reprefent-

ing his chofen, reftores them to the favor of God.

For as hy one man s difohedience many were madefin-

Tiers ; fo by the obedience of one^fioall many be made

righteous. There is therefore now no condemnation to

ihe7n which are in Chrifi Jefus. The believer renoun-

ces his own righteoufnefs as the ground of confi-

<3ence before God. Any thing he does or fuifers

is neither whole nor part of the righteoufnefs

which faves him. The Apoflle, in the third chap-

ter of his epiftle to the Philippians, fets this mat-

ter in a clear point of light. If any other man, fays

he, ihinketh that he hath whereof he might triift in the

flcfio, I more. Then having fummed up his pri-

vileges, and told us, that touching the righteoufnefs

Kvhicb is in the law, he was blamclefs, he adds, But
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things zveregain to me^ thofe Icounted lofs to Chrift.

I'ca doubtlefsy and I count all things hut lofsyfor the

excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus fny Lord

:

for whom I havefuffered the lofs of all things, and do

count them hut dung that I may win Chrift; and he

found in him^ not having mine own righteoufnefs^ which

is of tlj€ lazVy hut that which is through thefaith of

Chrift the righteoufnefs which is of God hyfaith,—
This righteoufnefs, which is imputed to the be-

liever> as the only foundation of his acceptance

with God, and title to eternal life, docs not fuper-^

cede the neceiTity of an inherent righteoufnefs.

The pardon of Im and the deftrudion of it in the

foul, are infeparable j and therefore^

In the /o/^r//? place. There is in:iplicd, in being

crucified with Chrift, an experience of the efficacy

of his death. This is, no doubt, an important, if

not the principal idea in the words; and which

we find plainly exprelTed in the following palTages

:

Knowing this that our old man is crucified with him,

that, the hody offin might he defiroyed^ that henceforth

wefbould not fervefin. And theyy, that are Chrift's,

have crucified the fiefh, zvith the affe&ions and lufts.

By the body of fin in the one place, and the flefh

in the other, is meant that corrupt nature which

mankind inherit fince their apoftacy; that evil

propeniity and oppofition to holincfs which is in

us. It has been called the power or dominion of

fin; and confifts in want of conformity to God,.,

;ind a difpo{^.iion to offend.



268 LIN N.

The perfon who is crucified with Chrifl is, in

feme meafure, brought to this conformity, the

power of fin being fubdued. The obedience and

death of Chrifb produce this, as in confequence of

thefe, the holy Ipirit creates anew the heart, and

cherifiies holy defircs and refolutions. Under the

infiuence of this blelfed agent, the believer is fanc-

tified and prepared for the enjoyment of God.

The great means of carrying on this work, are the

truths of the everlading gofpel ; efpecially thofe

which refped: the fuiferings and death of the Sa-

viour.

The contemplation of this amazing obje(fl cru-

cifies fin in the foul. Here is a difplay of the

holinefs and jufiice of God. He is fo holy, that

he will manift^ft his abhorrence of fin ; and fo jufi^,

that he will by no means clear the guilty. Thefe

perfecftions of Deity, Ibining in the fufFerings of

Chrifi", burn up the drofs of fin, and infpire with

the firongefi: detefiation againft it. Here is a

difplay of love and mercy fufiicient to melt the

foul and ftir up every grateful feeling. Holinefs,

jufiice, and mercy are fweetly blended. Sin is

punifiied and the finncr faved. Pardon is free

and unbounded, and yet fin difcountenanced ;

nay, efi^edually defiroyed, expires on the crofs.

Every view the believer takes of his bleeding Sa-

viour, fin receives a wound. He looks upon him

whom he has pierced and mourns. He fufl'ers

real agony, in that his fins were the occafion of

his bitter death; his fins, the nails and fpcar
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that pierced his facred body, and opened thofe

Avounds which ftreamed falvation to the children

of men. Thus is the believer crucified withr

Chrift" ; and the death of fin in him, refcmbles a

crucifixion. It was a painful, fhameful, lingering,

and accurfed death ; and fo is the death of fin.

It is painful. The firft entrance upon a religi-

ous courfe is difficult ; and the more fo, where

fin has long had the dominion. Converfion is a

Uraight gate through which we mud pafs, and

holinefs a narrow way, in which we mufi: walk to

eternal life. The finner's return to God is liken-

ed by our Saviour to a fecond birth, and, among

other reafons, becaufe it is painful. The Chrifti-

an life is compared to a race, to a fight, and fuch

things in which vigorous exertions are required.

There are many lufi:s dear as a right eye and a

right hand which mufl be plucked out and cut off.

If any man will come after inCy fays Chrill, let him

deny himjelf and take up his crcfs andfollow vie. We
muft be denied to ourfclves and to the world ; dif-

ficulties are to be furmounted, temptations refift-

cd, injuries forgiven, and reproaches endured.

This is a painful work, often like to be overcome,

and fi:ill renewing the combat. The Apofi^Ie,

groaning under the weight of corruption, cried,

O wretched man that I am, whoJhall deliver mefrom

the body of this death !

Again, It is Ihameful. When iniquities pre-

vail, the believer is covered with fliame and con-

fufionoffacc. This may rife to fuch a degree,
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that he will be tempted to ceafe from feeking God.

After a bafe and ungrateful condudl, he is afraid ta

appear in the divine prefence ; when he does, he

abhors him/elf and repents in dtifi and ajhes. The
Pfalmifl", convinced of his error, made this ac-

knowledgment

—

So foolijh was I and ignorant : T
zvas as a beaft before thee. When the Saviour, af-

ter an unkind and untender walk, condefcends to

give us tokens of his love, and iliew us, as he did

unbelieving Thomas, his hands and his fide, how
is fin crucified with fhame !

Again, The death of fin is very lingering. It is

dying from the moment Chrifi: is formed in the

foul, till glory commences. To what end are the

means of grace ? To what end the numerous afflic-

tions and temptations which befal the Chrifi:ian,asi

he pafies through life, but todefiroy fin? And yet

it ftill lives. It withdraws but to return ; it fleeps

but to awake again. Like a monfler of many

heads, though deprived of one, it has another

;

Bay, one fiioots out from the place another was

lopped off.

Moreover, the death of the crofs was an accurfl.

cd death ; inflicfted on none but thofe guilty of the

blacked: crimes; fuch as were accurfed of men,

and held to be accurfed of God too. Sin is that

which has introduced death into the world and all

our wo ; is that abominable thing which the Lord

hates ; and, therefore, is the objed of the grcatefl

hatred with the believer. He feeks the defirudioiVv

of it without mercy.
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From thefe confidcrations we may fee the pro-

priety and force of this expreflion, crucified zvitb

.Cbriji, aiid all of the like kind in fcripture.

In the lajl place, There is implied a felf-dcnied

temper towards this prefent world. Though this

may be included in the former particulars, yet it

may be confidered as fomething diftindl, and is of

importance in the prefent fubject. God forbid,

fays the Apoftle, that IJboidd gloryyfave in the crojs

ofour Lord Jejus Cbrifiy by whom the world is crucifix

edunto me, and I unto the world. We cannot argue

from hence, that we fhould call off all care and

concern about the world ; nor that every degree cf

defire after, and delight in the things of the world

is fmful ; nor yet that we are to withdraw ourfelves

from the company and converfation of the men of

the world : but that, from a fenfe of the vanity and

emptinefs ofthe world, our hopes and expedations

of happinefs ought not to be placed upon it, and

that we ought to cheerfully part with every earthly

thing, and go to death for Chriff, if he calls us to

it. Hear his own words : He^ that loveth father or

mother more than me^ is not worthy rf me: and he^ that

loveth fon or daughter more than me, is 7iot worthy of

me. And he, that taketh not his crofs andfollozt'eih af-*

ier me, is not worthy of me. He that findetb his life

Jhall lofe it i and he, that lofeth his lifefor 7nyfakefJjall

find it. He hath likewife, in this refped, left us

an example that we fhould follow his fteps. He
v^as denied to the riclies and honors of this world;
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and fir the joy that wasJet before himy endured the

crqfsy dejpifing the JJjame.

In the early days of the church, the profeflion of

the Reh'gion of Jefus expofed perfons to the haz-

ard of their lives and eftates, and particularly the

publiihers of the Gofpel could exped: nothing elfe

but a condant fcene of difficulties and perfecution.

The Apoitle has recorded many trials and diflref-

fes which he encountered ; and, it is faid, that he

fuffered a violent death at laft : fo that there is a

peculiar emphafis in his faying, that he was cruci-

fied with Chrilt. Every believer, indeed, ought

to be a martyr in his temper, and hang fo loofe to

this world and its enjoyments ; nay, to life itfelf,

that he may readily part with all to win Chrifl-.

Thefe things are implied in the crucifixion of

,the believer. I proceed now,

11. To confider his life. Chrift liveth in him ;

and the life which he now lives in the flefh, is by

thefaith rfi the Son of God.

This is the divine or fpiritual life, which he

lives in confcquence of lin being mortified, and

the heart renewed. As he dies to fm, fo he rifes to

holinefs. So we are taught in thefe words

—

"That

ye put offy concerning the former conveyfation^ the old

man^ zvhich is corrupt, according to the deceitful lufis ;

md be renezved in the fpirit of your mind ; and that

ye put on the new 7nany whichy after God, is created in

righteoufnefs and true holinefs. Here is the corrupt

nature, called the old man, which is put off, or
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crucified with Chrift ; and the fpiritual life called

the new man, becaufe a new principle is infufed ;

and this new man is the image of God, confiiling

in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. It is the con-

formity of our natures to the holy nature of God^

and the conformity of our lives to the will ofGod^

The manner in which Chrid lives in the believ-

er, is by his holy fpirit, who begins and carries on

the divine life. We cannot make ourfelves alive

to God. That Almighty power which called, La^

zarus comeforthy muft call us from the death of fin.

That divine fpirit, who quickened thedead body of

the Saviour, when it lay in the tomb, mud quick-

en our fouls to a lifcof o-race.—Having be^run the

work, he carries it on to perfedion ; and, for this

purpofe, he dwells and lives in believers ; incites

holy defires ; diredls x^ao, meditations ofthe heart

;

enables them to overcame and fubduc their lulls

;

firengthcns them under afflidions ; and quickens

them in the way of duty. Chrift thus living in

them, they are actuated hy the fame temper, and

feek the fame things. They imitate his example,

and enileavor to refemble him, as far as theirna«

ture and circumftances will admit.

The great inllrument of this fpiritual life is

faith. By this they are united to the Son ofGod ;

depend upon his merits for pardon, and derive in-

fluences for fandiiiication. It is called thefaith of

the Son of God, becaufe he is the great objecTt of it,

and becaufe it is of his beflowing. Perhaps there
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is fomething in this phrafe more peculiar to V.Vic

time in which the apolVle lived. The faith of the

Son of God ; that is, a firm belief that Jefus of

Nazareth, who was crucified on Calvary, was the

true and exped:ed McfTiah ; that he Vv'as no im-

poftor, but really the Son of God ; that he rofe a-«-

gain and afcended up into Heaven ; and that there

is forgivenefs of fins through his blood. Thefc

Were the great truths upon which the apofi:Ie in-

lifted in his difcourfes, and propofed for the belief

of his hearers. When he preached at Athens, we
find that fome faid, He/eemeth to be a fetter forth of

flrange Gods ; becaufe he preadoed unto them Jefus, and

'the refurre^ion. To have a proper notion how the

dodlrine of a crucified Saviour appeared at its firft

publication, we rnuli: imagine ourfelves in their

place, with all their prejudices in favor of a falfe

religion. Among us wc are early initiated in the

Chriftian fyllem, and taught from childhood, that

Jefus is the Son ofGod, the true and only Saviour

;

and, therefore, we are in danger ofcontenting our-

felves with a belief merely fpeculative. There was

hot fo much danger at the firft publication of the

gofpel ; becaufe it can hardly be admitted, that

any would embrace a religion fo contrary to hu-

man wifdom—attended with fuch ignominy and

reproach—and, withal, expofing its friends to fo

much hazard and difficulty, unlefs they felt the

power of it, and were fincere in their profefiion.

What multitudes profefs it now, whofe lives loud-

ly teftify againft them ! If they believe him to be
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the Son of God, where is the efficacy of his death

upon them ? Where that transformation into the

divine image, which always accompanies a view

of divine glory, ihining in the fufferings of this

wonderful perfon ?

Faith in Chrid, as being the Son of God, is that

by which every believer lives. Allow me, in a few

particulars, to point out its influence.

Firjfy Faith is that ad ofthe foul, which receives

and refts upon the righteoufnefs of Chrid for par-

don and acceptance with God. The believer,

convinced of his guilt, unworthinefs, and utter

inability, accepts the free offer of falvation, made

in the gofpel, as his only ground of hope. This

cxercife he has occafion often to repeat ; not tb^t

his juftification before God is incomplete, or. that

he needs to be often jufliified ; but that a^ mani-

feflation of his intercil in the fulnefs of Chrid, is

necellary to his encouragement and comforts.

Secondlyi By faith, influences are derived, for

the mortification offin and the promotion of holi-

nefs. He that abideth in ;/^^, faith Chrid, and I in

him, the fame hringeth forth much fruit ; for zvitbout

me^ye can do nothings The fubftance of thefe things

having been already faid, all that may benecefTary

to add is, that although the righteoufnefs of Chriit

be the meritorious caufeof juffification, and- the

fpirit of Chrid the efficacious caufe of fandifica-

tion, yet faith is \\\?Lt which intereffs us in thefc

blefUngs, and is the mean of their CQnveyance.,
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Once more, Faith influences the believer to live

v^ith regard to another world. It is defcribed in

the epiftle to the Hebrews, to be, ihefubjlance of

things hopedfor, the evidence of things notfeen. It

is a confident expectation of the things which God
hath promifed. It realizes the invifible glories of

a future ftate, and caufes us to believe them as

flrongly as what we fee with the bodily eyes. The
men of the world live by fenfe. External objedis

engage the whole of their attention and afFcdions.

The things of another world are future and invifi-

ble; and, therefore, they do not ftrike and af-

fcdl them. It is faith which makes them prcfcnt

and vifible.

The believer feeks a Letter country, that is an

heavenly. He knows that if the earthly houfe ofthis

tabernacle vjere diffched, he has a building of God, an

houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,—
What though difficulties befet him on every fide?

It is the promife of a gracious God, that all things

Jhall work togetherfor his good. The prefent afflic-

tions are light and momieniary, compared to an

exceeding and eternal weight ofglory. What though

he is now immured in frail fiefii and blood ? Be-

fore long this mortal foall put on immortality, and he

iliall be made inconceivably happy in the pure

manfions ofheavenly glory. He may be firipped

of every earthly comfort, but there is a joy which

no man can take from him. Amidft the vain and

Shifting fcencs of life, he has an immoveable rock

to lean upon ; Jefus Cbriji thefameyeflcrday, and to
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iay^ andfor ever. Perfccutors may kill the body,

but the foul is incapable of iniiiiy. This heavenly

fpark fliall furvive the rage of men, and the malice

of devils; afcend to the God of all <confolation

;

be re-united i:o the body, fafhioned like unto the

glorious body of Chrill, and be ever i,vith him.

Faith prefenting thefe things, aivii affording a

fure expectation of them, influences tlie Chrifriaa

to live above this world; and to raife his views

to an inheritance incorruptible^ and. undefih^d, and thik

fadcth not away, rejervcd in heavenfor him.

Let us now turn our attention to fomc im-

provement of this fubjed:.

jp/r/?. Learn, my brethren, that the Religion of

Jefus, leads to llrid: holinefs of heart and life. If

any tell you, that the dodlrine of falvatic>n>

through the imputed rightcoufnefs of Chrifl, en-

courages fin, believe them not; for fcripture and
experience contradid: it. Who live the befl ?~
Thofe who contend for free grace, or thofc wiho

reft upon their works? It too often happens, tl^at

thofe who boaft of their works, have the leaft to

{how ; and there is reafon to believe, that tl^ey

have never, fufficiently, {ctw the depravity of tlleir

own hearts, and the fpirituality and extent of the

divine law.

While we are juftified freely through the re-

demption that is in Chrift, including both his sic-

tive and paflive obedience, there is the powerful
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operation of grace to form the heart. Shall it be

faid, if Chtill: obeyed the preceptive part of the

law in our room, what obedience is left for us ^

This very objection, in fubflance, has been anfwer-

ed long ago, by an infpired pen. Shall we conti-

nue in fiHy that grace may ahotmdf' Godforbid: how

JJoallwe that are dead toJin, live any longer therein?'

A depcndancc upon the acftive obedience of Chrifl",

for a title to eternal life, and obedience in our owa
perfons are riot inconfiflent either in fentiment or

pradice. For he th::t is deady is freed from fin.

Now if we he dead tvith Chrijl, we believe that zve^

fhall alfo live with him. It is impoflible that be-

lievers (hould live in fin ; becaufc it is weakened

on their fird union with Chrifl, and afterwards

gradually deftroyed. Grace is communicated for

this purpofe, and their obligations to obedience

are infinite. The love of Chrifb conflrains them-.

It certainly affords a moft encouraging reflecflion,

that in the Lord, is not only righteoufnefs but

Hrength. This is a fource of joy and comfort:.

This quickens and animates in the ways of holinefs.

Secondlyy This fubjed ought to be faithfully im^

proved for the trial of ourfelves. As far as we

hear with application, fo far we hear properl);.

When we hear the ftate of a behever defcribed,.

ought wc not to aflc ourfelves, have we experienced

any thing like it? Or, 13 it new, ftrange, and un-

intelligible to us ?—Thefe things concern us all,

and require our attention now, as much as when

ihey were fird written ; for it* ever will rcmaiji
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true, that the believer is crucified with Chrift;

that Chrift lives in him ; and that he lives by faith,

in the manner which has been explained. Know

ye, then, what thefe mean ? Have you rcafon to

believe that you are interefted in the merits of

Chrift ? Is the power of fm broken in your fouls?

Do you dcfire the death of it, root and branch ?

Do you know what it is to live by faith? Have

you ever had fuch an affedling view of the Son of

God fuffering in the room of fmners, that your

hearts were melted to genuine forrow for fin, and

you made willing to furrender yourfelves without

refervc to him? And have you been frequently

ufcd to fuch exercifes ?

• Perhaps, fome are faying, " We have never been

able to anfwer thefe queftions fatisfa6torily to our-

felves. At times, we have had ground of hope,

but prefently we were in darknefs again. We find

the principle of fin fo (Irong within us, that we

fear it has never been crucified. Evil thoughts,

in multitudes, break in upon us ; our affedions

are fo earthly ; we feel fuch coldnefs and wander-

ing in duty ; nay, fomctimes fm appears to have

the entire fway ; and therefore, we are ready to

conclude, that we arc not the children of God."

If you are fenfible of thefe things ; if you ffrivc a-

againfl: them ; and if you fpread them as matter

of complaint before God, they do not make againfl

you. It is not expedlcd that fm fliould be fully

dead. Live and ftir it will ; elfe there w^ould be

no occafion of a warfare. If there were no pain
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and Urugglc, and groaning, where would be the

propriety of caDing it a crucifixion ? The queftion

is. Do you truly hate all fin, and defire deliver-

ance from it more than from any thing befides ?

Is the way of falvation precious to you on this ve-

ry account, becaufe it has provided for the death

of fin? Have you often an affedling fenfe of the

holy nature of God, and your great difconibrmityr

to him ? Can you adopt the language of the Pfalm-

ift, 1 haveJeen an end of all perfe^ion ; but thy com^

$nandment is exceeding broadf The more you have

ofthis exercife,the^nicre it evinces the truth ofyour

Religion. It is a bad lign, when we find, in our-

felves, no caufe of complaint.

Some, it may be, have blafphemous thoughts

faggefl'ed to their minds ; are tempted to doubt

the very exiftence of a God, and the reality of all

Religion. Neither is this an evidence of the want

of grace ; but that Satan dclires to fift them as

uoheat. A perfon is not accountable for thefc

thoughts, unlefs they are harbored and encouraged

i« his breaft.

Examine^ then, and try yourfelves.—Beware of

-prefumption on the one hand, and of tempting

God on the other, by defpifing the day of fmall

thino's. If you dcfire, above all, the favor of God;

if you would not willingly indulge yourfelves in

any known fin ; if you are endeavoring to have

your hearts right with God, and are fincerely en-

gaged in the way of duty : though iniquities pre-

^rp f^
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vail againft you, and though you walk in darkncf^

and have no light, yet there is reafon to cxpeft

that God will, in due time, lift up the light of his

countenance upon you, and put gladnefs in your

hearts. JFait on the Lord: be of good couragey and

befiall Jlrengthcn ihine heart : zvait Ifay on the Lord^

But do not Ibme of you, my hearers, know, up-

on refleclion, that you are Grangers to the exercifes

which have been defcribed ? The natural man re-

ceiveth not the things of theJplrit of God : for they are

foolijhnefs unto hivi ; neither can he knozv them, becauf*

they are fpiriiually difcerned. Crucified and yen

live ! Not live, but Chrift lives in them ! Live a

natural life, and yet by fc^ith, a fpiritual one ! Oii

earth, and yet the affecl:ions and converfation irx

Heaven 1 What paradoxes are thefe ! How myfte-

rious and difficult a thing to be a Chriilian!—

O

beilir yourfelves and ici about the great work.

Dream not of happinefs while you are lecure and

unconcerned. While fm reigns in you, and whiiq

you neglect the means of grace, on what founda-

tion can you hope for eternal life ? By nature, you
are oppofed to good, and wholly inclined to eviij

and unlefs changed by grace, you can never inhe-

rit the kingdom of God. You mud be crucified

to your own righteoufnefs, to your luiis, and to th-

world, if ever you arrive thcie. It is no matter

what any man profcfTe;.-;, that is, it will not avail

for his falvation, unlefs it influence the practice 5

pnlefs the Son of God cover the foul with his per-

fect righteoufncf;, andi imprefs on it the divine

M lu
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image. To this I would bring you, my hearers,

and unlefs you are brought to this, though your

fouls were worth ten thoufand worlds, they mud
fall under the juilice of the great and terrible God.

Suffer the word of exhortation, to turn and live.

Thofe iins you fo dearly love will be your ruin.

Be perfuaded to part with them. Your carnal

joys and pleafures will lead you down to the regi-

on of forrow. Be entreated to difmifs them. You
walk on a dreadful flippery precipice, and be-

neath you are everlafling burnings. Proceed not

a Hep further. While there is hope, turn. Be-

take you to the duties of Religion. Call upon the

Lord, that you perifli not. Lay hold on the righ-

teoufnefs of Chrifl. He is able and willing to favc

you. You ought not to helirate a moment, when

your all is at flake. Receive an offered Saviour,

and you fliall be happy in foul and body for ever.

Negled him, and you miuft be eternally wretched.

There is falvation in no other; and there is a com-

plete one in him. There is the pardon of fin, by

his blood, and the death of fin by his fpirit. There

is peace of confcience, guidance through life, com-

fort in trouble, joy more than can be exprtlfed,

with every necelfary grace ; and a happinefs after

dearth, rifing to the very height of your wifhesand

lading as God himfelf Why then fliould you

continue in the love and pradVice of fin ? Why in

the neglccl of known duty ? Why fhould Religion

be deferred for a finglc day or hour ? Have not

fome of you deferred it fo often already, as to con-
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Vince ybu that this is the mod grofs delufion ?

Think not of a time to come. We truft in vain

to futurity. Before the fetting fun, your eyes and

mine may be clofed in the fleep of death. Behold,

now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of

Jalvation. This day, and not the next ; this hour,

and not the next ; this moment, and not the next.

Whaljoever thy handfindeth to do, do it with thy might;

for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor

wijdmn, in the grave whither thou goeji.

To conclude, thofe of you, my brethren, whofe

confciences teftify, that you are not ftrangers to

thefe fpiritual exercifes, drive to grow more and

more in conformity to God. This is the beft e-

vidence of your fmcerity. You have not already

attained, neither are already perfect.—Learn that

your only help is laid on the righteoufnefs and

Hrength of your exalted Redeemer. Live by faith

in him. Ofhisfulnefs receive, and gracefor grace.

Be not difcouragcd under any difficulties ; being

confident of this very thing, that he zvhich hath begun a

good zvork inyou, will perform it until the day ofjefus

Chriji: Unto them that lookfor himfloall he appear the

fecond time, without fin, untofalvation.

i




