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SERMON XIV.^^

The CHARACTER AND MISERY of

THE WICKED.

B y

m I L L I A M L I N N, D. D.

One of the Miniflers of the Reformed Dutch Church, New-York.

Isaiah Ivii. 2r.

There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked,

YOU will eafily remember, my brethren, that

fome time ago, I had the happinefs of ad-

drelTing you on the profpecl of a fafe and honora-

ble peace being reliored to our diftrelTed land.--*

You were then pleafed to hear mc with attention ;

find your patriotifm kindly approved what was

fincerely aimed to exprefs our joy, and excite our

gratitude to the munificent Donor of all things.

It is hoped that we and fucceeding generations,

will continue to enjoy temporal peace and prof-

perity.

Note.
* TJie two following Sermons were written and preached ;n

Pcnnfylvania, foon after the eftabllflimcnt of pence, in the year
J?!^.3. Several reafons have induced the author to retain nearly
I '.c original form*
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But, while we rejoice in the goodnefs of the

Lord, we ought to remember, that our duration

in this world is fhort—that only they can be hap-

py who enjoy the divine favor—nay, that without

rhis, prcfent advantages will make our condemn-

ation, at lafl", the more terrible. Let none, there-

fore, fay to their fouls, " Take your eafe—the de-

flation ofwar is now over-^our difficulties are re-

moved—and peace and plenty have once more

taken up their habitation with us ;"—for the Lord

declares, in the words of the text, nere is no peace

to the wicked. Though the long and bloody con-

flict is at an end, yet if we have not a proper tem-

per towards God, we are ftill in the utmofl: dan-

ger ; if not in this world, yet in that which is to

come ; when he will render to every one accord-

ing to his works, and pour out his wrath on the

« wicked without any mixture of mercy.

To alarm our fears, and excite us to feek the

Lord while he may be found, I ihall, with plain-

nefs and freedom, fliow, Firfty Who come under

the defcription of the wicked; and. Secondlyj\n

what refpecls there is no peace to fuch. -

L In general, all they are properly denominated

wicked who have never undergone a change of

heart. Mankind, by nature, have no inclination

to tl\e fervice of God. They are reprefented in

fcripture, as 'without firengih and ungodly—as dead

in trejpajje:s ajtd fins—as enemies in their minds by

nicked works, and even as cnviity itfclf againft God-
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Hence arifes the neceflity of a great and fuperna-i

tural change ; which our Saviour compares to a

Jecond birth ; and it is fet forth by other fimilitudes

in the writings of the apoflles. It is likened to a

re/urrefJion—to a nezv creation—to a trayiflaticnfroiii

darhiefs to light; all which teach us, that before

we can be accepted of God, and entitled to his

favor, fome extraordinary work mull take place

upon us. To deny this, we mud rejedl both rea-

-fon and revelation ; for both confpire in declaring

that man is degenerate, and that while he contin-

ues in this ftate, he cannot have communion with

a holy God. As foon might we reconcile light

and darknefs, or bring the moll oppofire extremes

together.

Whatever kinds, and whatever degrees of

wickednefs there are, they all proceed from an in-

nate depravity of mind. Hear the words ofChrift

;

Forfrom zvithin, out of the heart of man, proceed evil

ihoughts, adulteriesy fornicaiimiSy n'mrders, thefts, cov^

etoufnefsy zvickednefs, deceit, lacivioufnefsy an evil eye,

hlafpherny, prideyfoolijbnefs ; all thefe evil things come

from within. Every unrenewed perfon has, in his

nature, the feeds of all evil ; and which appeair

more or lefs in his life, according as opportuni-

ties arc afforded to nourifli and fcrengthen them,

ToaffilV us in judging the better of our own cha-

radlcrs, let us attend to the different ways in which

this root of bitternefs difcovers itfelf.

Firft, Some are grofsly ignorant of the plain

and ellcntial doctrines of the Chriilian Religion,
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jimidfl: the befl: means to gain an acquaintance

with them. Though the Icriptures are in their

poiTcHion, together with excellent helps by the

writings of pious men, and infirudiions from the

pulpit, yet they are unable to give any fatisfaclio-^

ry account of thofe truths, on which their eternal

falvation depends. This is not occafioned by want

of capacity, but by utter negled of divine things,

and argues their fpiritual death. The holy ora-«

<:les, which contain the words of eternal life, negr-

jededj gather duft; while books ofamufement and

x^arthly purfuits employ the whole of their time,

Thefe fwallow up their thoughts through the day,

,and recline with them on their pillow at night,

Thefe will not allow them to remember the fab"

bath-day to keep it holy.

We find many of this charadler who are wife in

their own conceit, for pride and ignorance moftly

jd well together. "We have," fay they, "a fuffii-

cient knowledge of our duty, and we need not be

informed of it. If wc ad: wrong, the blame is our

own, and we know not, why any one fliould inter-

meddle with our bufinefs." Well might Solo-

mon fay, Tbere is more hope of a foal than of fucb

perfons. Their minds arc dark, and they have

clofed every avenue by which light might enter.

Every one that doeth evil hateth the lighty neither cometk

to the light, left his deedsftmdd be reproved. Be af-

fured there can be no true Religion without a good

meafure of knowledge, and a dclire of growing 'v\
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it. We cannot love and worfliip an unknown

God. Whoever among you are ignorant of the

great truths of revelation, are in darknefs even un-

til now.

Secondly^ Some break out into open adls ofwick-

ednefs. Such are drunkards, fwearers, unclean

perfons, extortioners, fabbath breakers and mock-

ers at Religion. Thefe are they whofe fms are

open beforehand^ going before to judgment. Were we

to rank no others, under the gofpel, in the clafs of

the wicked, but thefe, how great a number would

be found 1 Reckon even common fwearers, thofe

audacious men, who call for the vengeance of a

God upon themfelves and others, as well as ufe

the names of Lord and Chrift, and facred things

with irreverent lips: and we muft reckon—how
dreadful to tell it! multitudes, who have been

baptized and educated among profelling Chrilti-

ans. When to thefe we add, lafcivious talkers

and adlors, infatiable lovers of ftrong drink, thofe

who fpend the fabbath in fleep, in vifiting, in

worldly thoughts and converfation, or in worfe;

thofe who fuppofe that^^/« is godiinefs ; who cheat

and over-reach their neighbor ; and thofe whofe

wit never (bines but in making a jefl: of the Bible,

and ferious perfons, how does the difmal catalogue

fwell! furely it will be agreed that all fuch charac-

ters are wicked ; and that none of thefey^^// inhe^

rit the kingdom of God.

Thirdlyf Others, though free from grofs immo-
ralities, are yet wicked, becaufc they negled thq

N n
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duties of Religion. There are fins of commiilion

and there are fins of omiflion. We are guilty be-

fore God, when we do nor perform what he hath

enjoined, as well as when we commit what he hath

forbidden. All, therefore, who live in the habi-

tual omiflion of what is required, come fhort of,

and will be condemned by that law which is holy,

juft and good. Not only is the unjuft man a fm-

ner, but the uncharitable alfo; not only he that

curfeth his father and mother, but he that honor-

€th them not ; not only the profane but the pray-

crlefs. We muft not divide the law in our prac-

tice. One part muft be done, and the other not

left undone. IVbofoe'ver Jhall keep ihe whole law,

andyet offend in one pointy he is guilty of all. " Some
lins in themfelves, and by reafon of feveral aggra-

vations, are more heinous in the fight of God than

others, but every fin deferveth God's wrath and

curfe both in this life and that which is to come.'*

The impious wretch, whofe mouth is full of blaf-

phemy and deceit, may deferve a more dreadful

punifliment; and yet the prayerlefs perfon will go

down to mifery as furely as he.

Having mentioned the important duty ofprayer,

allow me to fay, that it is with an ill face that

any, who profefs themfelves to be Chriftians, neg-

led it in their families. Social, as well as fecret

worlliip, is indifpenfably necelHiry. Thofe who
omit it, do not diftinguifh themfelves from the un^

godly world, and arc unworthy of the privileges
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of the church. Such ought to think ferloufly of

ihefe words of Chrift

—

WhoJoeveVy therefore^ Jhall

co7jfefi me before meriy him will I confefs. alfo before my

Father which is in Heaven, But zvhofoeverfball deny

me, before men, him infill I alfo deny before my Father

which is in Heaven. What fhall be faid of fome,

fodeftitute of any form of Religion, that they

omit, what is called, faying grace before meat, or

afking the blelling of God on their food ? It is not

the fnecr of fools, nor the raillery of the profane,

fhould put us out of the practice of what is war-

ranted in fcriprure; confonant to reafon, and cuf-

tomary among all denominations of Chriftians

whatfoever. The perfon who does not often rea-

lize his dependance upon God ; who does not in

every thing give thanks ; and who does not, on

proper occalions, openly acknov/ledge God, by cal-

ling onhis name, has no title to be thought religious

;

elfc, there is no criterion, by which to judge at all.

In former days, many confelTed Chriil at the ha-

zard, and even the lofs of their lives. Have we
found an eafier way to Heaven ? Can we go there,

without any confcfFion ? Is religion of fuch a na-

ture that we may mould it as we pleafe? Thefafh-

ion of this world palTeth away, bur be alTured, God
;ind religion are ever thefame. The divine precepts

will not bend to you. They are fixed and immu-
table. On no other terms can you, be a difciple

of Chrift, than by taking up your crofs and following

^fUr him. If the world deride vou as fliff and un-



292 LIN N.

fafhionable, it is a perfecution you mud fuffer for

his name's fake. He hath faid. He thatfindeth his

lifejhall lofe it: and he that lofeth his life for myfake
fhalljind it.

Fourthlyy There are fome, who adopt loofe and

dangerous principles ; who aliedge, either that the

fcripture is not true, or that the great dodlrines, as

generally taught, are not contained in it. Thefe

iare wicked, and they are corrupters of others.

Too commonly they are licentious in their prac-

tice, and fwclled w^th a conceit of their own abi-

lities.

It is not eafy to pcrfifl in a courfe of iniquity,

without fomething to quiet the confcience ; and,

therefore, have fome endeavored to overturn reve-

lation, or at lead to adapt it to their own depraved

inclination. The infidel or deift is a perfon of

fuch great ftrength of reafon, that he {^t^ no need

of the fcripture, his own reafon teaching him all

that is ncceffary ; he is of fuch prodigious modef-

ty, that he views all the world around him, even

thofe of fuperior talents, as a number of fuperftiti-

ous fools ; his genius is fo piercing as to difcover

that the Chriflian Religion is the device of rulers

and cunning priefts, to keep the world in awe; and

he widies to perform the mighty ferviceof fctting

mankind free from the (hackles wherewith they

have been bound for fo many ages. To treat him

with ridicule is no more than ju ft retaliation. It

is the beft weapon the Dcift has, and of which he
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is extremely fond ; fo much fo, that one writer has

made it the only proper teft of truth.* The fecret

motive however, which leads many of this charac-

ter to ^ rejeclion of fcripture, is the defire of being

free from its reftraints. They are wedded to their

lufts, anil thefe and the fcripture are irreconcilea-

blc. Unhappy men ! engaged in an undertaking"

dcfperate and impoflible; like one who attempts

to flop the fun, or remove a mountain. The

words which are floried of the apoilate Julian,

when mortally wounded in fighting againft Chrif-

tians, will be the doleful, dying fong, of every de-

termined infidel ;
" Thou haft conquered me, O

Galilean.
'

' WhofoeverJhallfall on this fione Jhall be

broken; but on whomjoever it Jhall fall^ it will grind

him to pozvder.

Though revelation be not altogether denied by

others, yet it is wrefted to fuit the depraved taftc

of mankind. They fet up corrupt reafon in op-

pofition to faith, and adopt principles which lead

to licentioufnefs. Not to be particular here, fuf-

fice it to fay, that the dodrines of man's depravi-

ty, inability, and falvation by grace, through faith

in the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrill, as they arc

taught in the divine word, fo they h:ive been al-

ways fuccefsful for the converlion of finners, and

the edification of faints. They who oppofe thefe

fet themfelves in oppolition to God, and feek to

lay other foundation thun what he hath laid. In-

* Shaftftury.
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deed it is to be expcdlcd, that infidelity and dan-*

gerous opinions, will have a more rapid growth in

this country than heretofore. In every age, have

they fprung up to trouble the church. They will

be imported from abroad, with other things inju-

rious to our intereft and happinefs ; as well as, that

they naturally increafe with population and luxury.

Fifthlyy Among the wicked, we mud alfo rank

the formalift and the hypocrite. Though thefe

are mentioned together, yet they are ofvery differ-

ent defcription. The formalift is one, who has

the form of religion ; fubmits to the drudgery of

performing duty, which he has no fpi ritual life or

llrength ; he deceives himfelf ; whereas the ex-

prefs deiign of the hypocrite, is to deceive others.

Of the firft the apoftle fpeaks, when he fays, Hav^

tug a form ofgodlinefsy but denying the power thereof.

However exadt he may be in his cold and even

round of duties, yet his heart is not right with

God ; and perhaps he indulges himfelfin fm, truft-

ing to his form to fave him. Of hypocrify our

Saviour gives a defcription, when he fays, PVhen

thou dojl thine ahns, do notfound a trumpet before thee,

as the hypocrites do, in ihefynagogues and in theflreets,

that they may have glory of men. And when thou

prayefty thouJIjall not be as the hypocrites are; for they

love topravftanding in thefynagoguesy and in the corners

of the firectSy that they may befeen of men. We have

a remarkable inftancc of it in the Pharifees of old.

They devoured "dvidoivs' houfes, and for a pretence made
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long pravers. Who would have thought that fo

excellent a thing as religion would be ^o bafely a-

bufed? That men with this cloak, would cover

their villainies ? Their condud: is extremely fool-

ilh and defperately wicked.

Once more, I may mention, as defcriptive of the

wicked, that they are impatient of reiiraint and

reproof. They cannot bear to be checked in their

mad career of fin and folly; and the faithful rc^

prover, if fuch be found, is hated and avoided.

The very fight and example of the godly is a fecret

reproof to the wicked ; it is a contrail to their ov/ri

conduct; gives them difagrccablc feelings ; and,

therefore, they flrive to be out of the way. Some-

times they are fo bold as to expofe, in a ludicrous

manner, every appearance of fincerity ; and laugh

and jell merely to keep thcmfclvcs in countenance*

The preacher who fecks to faye himfelf and

them that hear him, by telling them plainly of thcit

fins, and denouncing the judgments of God, is

thought rigid and fevere. Ahab, the king of Ifrael,

faid of Micaiah, the fon of Imla, I bate bimyforhe

never prophefwth good unto me, but alzvnys cviL The
difcourfe which flows fmooth and even, dwelling

on generals, not diredled to the confcicncc, nor

fuiners purfued in it by the terrors of tiie Lord, is

rnofl applauded. It is related as hdc of a preach-

er, who had arrived at fo great perfeciilion in adapt*

ing himfelf to delicate ears, that he once told his

hearers, "If they did not vouchfafe to give a new
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turn to their lives, they would go to a place he did

not choofe to name in fo courtly an audience." It

is no breach of charity to fay, that fuch preachers

and their hearers are in danger of going down to

hell, and enduring never-ceafing torments, of
,

which, we Ihould now often hear and think, that

fo we may be excited to lay hold upon the hope

fet before us. If danger is not known, how fliall

it be Ihunned ? We do not preach you /o, hutfrom

thefe everlafting burnings. If our own hearts do

not condemn us, why fliould we fear ? If they do,

O! what madnefs to fliut our eyes, and wander

heedlefsly on! Will this make the danger lefs?

What fearfulnefs mud feize fuch, when they come
to (land on the brink of the awful pit 1

That there is an improper method of reproving

finners, is certain ; a method, tending more to dif-

guft than edify even pious ears. The wrath ofvmn

worketh not the righteoujnejs of God, There are ma-
ny defcriptions of Heaven and Hell to no purpofe,

or worfe. Eye hath noifeen, nor ear heard, neither

hath entered into the heart of man, the one or the o-

thcr. The joys of the one, and the terrors of the

other, are belt reprefcnted in the language of facred

writ. BcHdes, the word of God is quick and power^

fill, and JJjarper than any tzvo-edged fword; and is

that infirument by which, in his difpcnfation of

grace, he wounds and he heals.



SERMON XV.

The character and MISERY of

THE WICKED,

B Y

WILLIAM LINN, D. D.

One of the Minlfters of the Reformed Dutch Church, New-York,

Isaiah Ivii. 2r.

^bere is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked*

HAVING endeavored, in a former difcourfe,

fo to defcribe the v/icked, as that we might

be adifted in forming a judgment of ourfelves, I

proceed now to {how,

II. In what refpedls there is no peace to fuch.

Firji, There is no peace to them with God. By

their wickednefs they wage war with Heaven; and

the Almighty King is angry with them every day.

Man, hearkening to the fuggeftions of Satan, has

thrown off allegiance to his rightful owner, tranf-

grelTed his holy law, refufed that tribute of praifc

which is due, and engaged in open rebellion.

Whatever we may think of the claims of fellow-

portals, furely the great God hath an unqueftion-

O o
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able right to us and all our fcrvice. He hath made,

arid continually upholds us. Of him we cannot

be independent ; and our happinefs lies in his fa-

vor. Having ruined ourfelves, he found out a

help. He fent his Son to fulfil the demands of

the law in our room, and in his gofpel he proclaims

pardon and peace to all who will return. Only

they have reconciliation with him, v.ho have fub-

mitted to his terms ; w ho, forfaking their fms, have

believed in the name of his Son. The impenitent

and unbelieving muft fall under the flroke of his

juftice. To their rebellion they add ingratitude,

by making light cf the offers of grace.

Having no peace with God, of what advantage

are the moft flattering circumftanccs in this world?

Of what advantage that we are the citizens of a

free (late, and the nations around in league with

us? Thefe indeed are ineftimable blefTings, and

which we muft not tamely furrender to every proud

and ambitious fpirit ; but can they make us hap-

py hereafter ? We may not enjoy them a day, or

an hour. While we continue under the power of

lin, we are the moft abjed; flaves. We do the

works of the devil, who delights in the ruin and

mifery of our race.—Is not the difpleafure of our

Maker enough to embitter every comfort, or ren-

der us joylcfs in the midft of every earthly good

thing ? How dreadful to think, that his curfe is

upon us when we lie down and rife up ; and in all

our ways! How fearful to know, that we muft fall,

at hft into the hands of the living God ! This is
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the pitiable conJition of the wicked, to whom.

In thefecond placet There is no peace in their

own con faiences. The thoughts of what their

crimes have expofed them to, often tear them with

the mod bitter rcflecftions. Son-.e of them have

been afraid to be left alone ; and difmal fpecflres,

which guilt formed, have haunted them in the

midnight hours. It is faid of the infidel Hobbes,
*' that though he would fpcak very ftrange and un-

becoming things of God, yet in his (ludy, in the

dark, and in his retired thoughts, Ke trembled be-

fore him. If his candle happened to go out in

the night, he awoke in terror and amazement. He
Was unable to bear the difmal refledlions of his

dark and defolate mind ; and knew not how to ex-

tinguifh, nor how to bear the light of the candle of

the Lord within himo"

See the man of pleafure, how gaily he walks a-

broad ! What cheerful nefs in his looks ! He af-

fects to efteem the more fober part of mankind a<?

precife and fupercilious 1 Talk to him of con-

fcience, and he hardly ref|-rains a burfl of laughter!

Did you fee him in fome hour af fickncfs, gloom
and folitude, you might find diftrefs pidlured in

his face, arifi ng from remorfe within. Though
repeated acls of fin fear the confcience, and ren-

der it lefs fenfible, yet there are few but have

their fcvcrc twinges and repenting fealons. It is

cafier to proflitutc confcience than to filencc it.

—

•* Whatever there be in the air, there is certainly



300 LIN N.

an elaflic power in confciencc that will bear itfelf

up, notvvithftanding the weight that is laid upon

it to ftifle and kill its clamors." Dr. Doddridge,

in his life of that memorable convert. Col. Gardi-

ner, informs us, " That ftill the checks of con-

fcience, and fome remaining principles of fo good

an education as he had received, would break in

upon his moR licentious hours ; and that he told

him, when fome of his difTolute companions were

once congratulating him on his diftinguifhed feli-

city, a dog happening at that time to come into

the room, he could not forbear groaning inwardly,

and faying to himfelf, "Oh, that I were that dog 1"

Such v/as then his happinefs ; and fuch perhaps is

that of hundreds more, who bear themfelvcs high-

eft in the contempt of religion, and glory in that

infamous fervitudc which they call liberty.

If the confcience of the wicked be eafy, it muft

be in one or more of thefc ways ; either by a long

courfe ofiniquity ; or by adopting falfe principles

;

or by a comparifon with others who are thought

worfe ; or by refolving to amend in future ; or by

performing part of the duties of religion. Wo to

thofe who arc able to quiet it by any of them. It

will fom.e time or other awake to their forrow.

Like a frozen viper laid to the fire, it will recover

ftrength, and fling them to the heart. Take them

in their mofl compofed frame, how far are they

from that ferenity of foul which religion gives.

This is a peace which paffelh all underftanding. The

nunds of the wicked are refllefs, and hurried by
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their luds and pallions. In the verfe preceding

the text, it is faid. The zvicked are like the troubled

fea, when it cannot reft^ whofe waters caji up mire and

dirt: But in the godly foul there is a calm. The
contemplation of heavenly things affords compla-

cency ; and in God, the foul can hope and refl:

for time and eternity. Peace, faid Chrift to his

difciples, I leave zvith you, my peace Igive unto you :

not as the zvorld giveth, give I unto you. With this

peace, what earthly bleiling can be compared ?

Could we command eyery thing our hearts would
wi(h, where is the enjoyment, if the mind be dif-

quieted ? This, like an aching tooth, or a bone out

of joint, will difturb us, will break our fleep, and

render us unhappy.

Perhaps fome may think, that only atrocious

finners are fubjedl to fuch fevere laflies. Gene-

rally it is fo ; but every perfon eftranged from God
is deliitutc of folid and lading peace. It is ovv^ing

to ignorance and miitake, that he has any at all.

There are no fins fmall, confidered with refped: to

God. It is found fo in a thorough convidion;

and their being committed againfl: the light and

grace of the gofpel, highly aggravates them, and is

a bitter ingredient to all true penitents. Our
hearts condemn us for fecret as well as for open

fins ; for omiflions as well as tranfgrcffions. Un-
lefs then, confcience is unduly hufhcd, it cannot

otherwife than moleft all who are not reconciled to

God.
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Again, There is no peace to the wicked in a dy-,

' ing hour. By this is not meant that they ihall un-

dergo more pain of body than others. The pangs

of difTolution are the fame to all. Thofe indeed, of

whom the world was not worthy, have often fuf-

fered the mofi- cruel and violent deaths. Nor is

it meant, that the wicked have never any compo-
fure in death, or hope of well-being hereafter:

—

For though the fcripture tells us, ne wicked is

driven aivay in his wickednefs ; but the righteous bath

hope in his death ^ yet we are not to underlland, that

none of them ever entertain^ in that folemn hour,

expedtations of mercy, or that they all anticipate

their mifery. Some of them die as they had liv-

ed, ftupid and thoughtlefs as beads. Befides, I

know not that death Ihakes every falfe hope. It

is thought that fome good men may have fears

and perplexities to the very lafl ; and that fome

bad men, may remain unfhaken, and die with

more apparent confidence than the others. There

are inflances of infidels maintaining cheerfulnefs

and refolution in their lafb moments. With fome

it has been otherwife, and they have betrayed

dreadful forebodings of a wrath to come. Now
and then they have retraded their principles, and

fought relief in a profeflion of Chriflianity. It is

faid, that the poet Dryden, not being able to for-

tify himfelf in infidelity, embraced the Popifh re-

ligion. Some years ago it was confidently alTerted,,

that Voltaire, at the age of eighty, and being, as

he thought, about to die, had felt fome flrangc
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qualms ofconfcience, in confequcnce of which, he

had made a long and goodly confcflion of the

truths of revelation. His followers deem this a

ilander, and cannot believe that their mighty

champion would ever retreat. Having fo long

edified them by his writings, perhaps there is no

fuilicicnt authority to deprive them of their com-

fort in his death.

The fears of the good man cannot render his

ftate lefs fafe, nor the confidence of the bad, ren-

der his lefs dangerous. . Whatever their own fen-

timents are, itjhail be well with the righteouSy and

HI zvith the zvicked. We are, however, compalled

about with a cloud of witnelTes, who bear teflimo-

ny that the end of the perfedt and upright man, is

peace ; who have died, not only with calmnefs

and refignation, but have been filled with a joy

unfpeakable and full of glory ; ^vho have met

death, not only on a bed furrounded by friends,

but in its moft horrid form, on a gibbet, or at a

ftake ; not only thofe of flrong and feaiiefs make,

but thofe of a timorous nature, and from among
the v/eaker fex ; not only thofe who had no at-

tachment on earth why to wifh for life, but thofe

who had eftates, families and friends. It is an ob-

fervation made, to (how the efficacy of grace, that,

in fuffering times, none went more cheerfully to

martyrdom, than thofe who had numerous fami-

lies dependant on them. Let the decriers of reli-

gion produce us any principle fo powerful to bear

<?nc up^ under the diftrelTcs o^ life, and fupport
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through the valley of the fliadow of death ; any

thing that will fo revive and embolden the foul, as

a view ofGod reconciled in Chrift, and the hopes

of a blcfTcd immortality. No ; it is only this

will difarm death of his fling. It is this will

make death not only tolerable, but defirable ; will

give not only compofure, but triumph ; not only

free us from pain, but make heaven beam all a-

round us.

Dr. Young, in his tra6l on original compofition,

has given us a precious anecdote of the amiable

Mr. Addifon. " After he had difmiffed his phy-

ficians, and all hopes of life, he fent for a youth

nearly related to him, and finely accomplifhed, yet

not, above being the better for good inftrudlions

from a dying friend. He came—but life now

glim.mering in the focket, the dying friend w^as

filent. After a decent and proper paufe, the youth

faid, " Dear fir, you fent for me ; I believe and I

hope that you have fome commands ; I fhall hold

them moft facred." May difiant ages not only

hear, but feel the reply 1 Forcibly grafping the

young gentleman's hand, he foftly faid, " See in

what peace a Chriftian can die !"—He fpoke with

difficulty, and foon expired." I the rather ad-

duce this inftance, becaufe he was a man of ge-

nius, of great literary fame, and in high ftation,

with which empty fmatterers and conceited fools,

are ready to think religion inconfiflent. Indeed,

the men of greatefl talents, who ever adorned our

world, where not afnamed of the gofpel of Chrift s
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<tInong whom we may rank a Locke, a Boyle, a

Newton, and a Bacon. Perhaps it might be affertcd,

without extravagance, that thefe, for . ilrength of

mind, and deep refearch, as fir exceeded many of

the retailers of infidelity as an angel did them ; or

as an untutored favage exceeds the bealls below

him. They were the glory of Britain, and one

half her fame.

What awful fpeci:acles have fome of the wicked

exhibited on a death bed 1 How contrary to the

example juft now adduced ! Hell feemed already

to have been kindled in their fouls. Under the

fcourges of a guilty confcience, and a fearful fenfe

of impe:-..ding wrath, they could not contain, but

vented their difmal outcry enough to rend the

flouteft heart. One, of whom mention is made
in a practical writer, "a monument of juirice, worn

to flcin and bone, blafphemed the God of Pleavch^

curfed himfelf, and continually cried, O torture

!

-torture! torture! O torture, torture 1" Another is

• faid to have cried out, "I have had a little plea-

• fure, but now I mufb have Hell for ever mor&. To
whatever was fpoken, to afford him comfort, he

replied, I mud to Hell ; I muft to the furnaces of

Hell for millions of m.illions of ages." The re-

petition of thefe exprelTions is frightful ; how
much moreto have feen the fad objects ! Suffer me
to fay, with the greateft ferioufnefs and afieclion,

that no finner who goes on againlt his conf. icncc

can cxped to die in another manner. Let not the

p p
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friglit of thcfc examples freeze the blood and make
the hair fland ant end only, but fo imprefs our

nuhds as to deter us from all the paths of known
fin. Should we fall blindfold into defl"ru(fi:ion, it

•will not be lefs terrible in the iifu^e. It muil be

"grievous and dilirading to think of appearing be-

^ fore God without fome fure and firm hope. To
have our peace to make when the body is racked

vv^ith fore pain/ when rcfrefhing fleep has departed,

"and we know not when the pulfe may ceafe, and

we fiiffen into cold cUy—how atfectuig, and alas,

what profpecl that the mighty work fhall be done,

when years of health and ftrength have been finned

a\vay 1 I leave this mournful theme; but for one

"more mournful fiill ; there is,

^
In the lafl place. No peace to the wicked after

death. Then their forrows begin, which admit of

no alleviation. In this world they had their good

things : They enjoyed with others the common
bounties of Providence, and Vv^ere fenlible of plea-

fi.ire. In thefe they placed their only happinefs ;

but now all is gone, and they are torm.ented. Con-
• fcience can be quieted no more. It is the worm
that never dies. Inftead of hope, eternal defpair

. covers them round, and they are prcfTed under the

. wrath of a jufi and fovereign judge. Before the

body is conveyed to its cold lodging by furviving

friends, the immortal fpirit is fentcnced and con-

fined to that difmal dunojeon which jufiicc hath

prepared for all the rebellious; \^ here arc.
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" Regions of forrovv, doleful fhadcs, where peace

And reft can never dwell, hope never comes

That comes to all; but torture without end

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed

With ever-burning fulphur unconfumcd.

Here their prifon ordained

.

In utter darknefs, and their portion fet.

As far removed from God and lieht of Hcav'n

As from the centre thrice to th' utmoft polc/'f

Who is able to defcribe their mifery ? Who
knows the power and vengeance of Almighty God?

Future punifhmcnt is reprefented in fcripture by

the zvorm that never dies, by evcrlajiing firey by a

lake of fire andhrimfione^ and by every thing terri-

ble in nature.

That there will be degrees of mifery our Saviour

has taught us, when he fays, that it fhali be more

tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, for Sodom and Go-

morrah than for Chorazin, Bethfaida and Caper-

naum, in the day of judgment, becaufe thefe en-

joyed fupcrior advantages to the others. Thefe

words alfo teach the fame : This is the condemnation

that light is come into the worlds and men loved dark^

nefs rather than light. It fhall be more tolerable

for the heathen world, than for thofe under the

gofpel. Wickednefs indeed grows to a greater

height among the latter. Would you find the

mod daring and abandoned fmner? Look not for

him among the Indian tribes, but among profef-

t Milton's Piradif? Lofl. Book I.
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fing Chrliiians.—Nothing can exceed the anguiHi

arifing from the refiedion ofhaving flighted offer-

ed mercy. This is a nfiifcry from which the de-

vils themfelves will be exempted. To them no
Saviour has been revealed, nor pardon offered.

Skilled in the art of torment, they will increafe the

anguifh of our race by infulting their folly. The
body having been a partner in guilt, will be raifed,

reunited to the foul, and both made unfpeakably

miferable. Our Saviour concludes his awful re-

prefentation of the day of judgment, by faying,

^hejejhall go away into everlajiing punijhment

.

The character and mifery of the wicked having

been now fet before us, furely it becomes us to

»nake careful and ferious application of thefe

truths.

We fee the unhappy condition of fuch, nct-

^vithilanding our political war is turned into peace.

To rejoice in it, moil certainly they ought, but by

no n-;eans to view it as aif evidence that God is

pleafed with them. Without repentance, they

are only refervcd for fevcrer judgmenrs. Thedif-

peniations of Providence towards mankind in this

world are various, and all defigned to bring them

to a fenfe of themfelves, and an acknowledgment

of the Xwm'y and true God. He tries us now with

aixlidrion.and then with mercy, or he mixes the cup.

Tliey who harden their necks jJoa:ll fiiddenly he defiroy^

cd, and that without remedy. They who have felt

the dilbcffes of the war, and have not wept for
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their fins ; thofc who have loft their eflates^ and

have not made peace with God, have reafon more

than ever to fear. There is yet no peace to them.

They are not immediately threatened, it is true,

"with an invading army, or called to change domcf-

tic blifs for the hurry of a camp, and jeopard their

lives in the high places of the field. They no lon-

ger tremble for dear relatives, and figh for life, li-

berty and property at frake, but they lie under the.

difpleafure of that Almighty Being, who difpofes

of them and all their concerns. He hath other,

ways to punifh them even in this world ; and they

ihall not cfcape his righteous judgment in the.

"world to come. What are all the fccnes of terror

and confuiion we can vvitnefs here, compared to.

that place, where fliall be continual weeping and

gnajhing of teeth.

Is it not then of the utmoft importance, that wc
examine whether or not we are numbered with

the wicked? If ever we would obtain mercy of

God in Chrift, we mud firfb be acquainted with

our own condition. *As fome diforders are of the

moft deadly nature, in which the patients are (tu-

pid and infenlible of pain, fo a finner not know-

ing himfelf to be fuch, and unconcerned affords

but little ground of hope.—Are any of you living

in ignorance of divine truths, feldom thinking or

caring about them ? Are you guilty of great im-

moralities, fecret or open ? Do you live in the o-

miilijn of pofitive and known duty? Mow then

<rsnyou ho|>c-that your ftate is good and fafe? Your
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ftate is, beyond all doubt, bad and dangerous.

—

.

Believe it to be io, and 'labor after repentance and

amcndnnent.—Neither will a life faultlefs in the

e,yes of men, and a regular attendance on outward

duties, prove you the fubjedls of fupcrnatural grace.

He is a Chriflian who is one inwardly. The feat

of piety is the he.:irt. If you believe the doClrine

of man's depravity and inability, you muft, in con-

nection, believe theneceffity of being created anew

in Chrift Jefus. As is the tree, fo is the fruit : As
is the fountain, fo are the ftreams. Have you then

palTed from death to life ? There is no medium.

Either you have been changed, or you are, at this

day, /'// the gall ofhitternejsy and in the hond ofiniqui^

iy. Hear the Vvords of him who came down
from Heaven to teach us the way of life: Verily^

verilyy IJay unto thee, except a man be horn again, he

cannotfee the kingdom of God. Alas, that too many,

like Nicodemus, think this a ftrange and uninteU

iigible dodlrine. They alledge that nothing more

is neceflary than thofe endeavors and defires which

a.re in their own power. They feel no need ofthe

influences of the holy fpirit. O Religion, myfle-

rious in thy nature, giving glory to God and de-

bafing the creature, may we never mirtake thee,

our eternal concern ! BlciTed God, difpel the dark-

nefs of our minds; give us to know thee; and

what we ourfelvcs are, and lead us in the way ever-

lafting

!

Our deceitful hearts are too apt to impofe upon

us, and our adverfary the devil, is ever feeking
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whom he may devour. The mod wicked perfon

Hatters' himfclfthat he will fome time or other

mend, or pfefumes on the mercy ofGod.—Let us

try to make a thorough work of religion. Many,

•who were not far from the kingdom of Heaven, will

never arrive there. The fonnalill muft lofe his

foul after all his pains. He needs the new heart,

' to turn his drudgery into a willing fervice, and

make him happy for ever. The hypocrite, if re-

newed in the fpirit of his mind, will not act the

'player, or aiTume a borrowed charader ; but he

will really be, what he appears to be. How vain

fare all pretences 1 It is eafy to deceive fellow-

.men ; but God, with whom we have to do, fearch-

cs the heart and tries the reins. What we are in

fecret, when none but his eye fees us, will deter-

mine bur true character.

Sinners, of whatever defcription, open your

'Cyes on your wretchednefs ! Flattery in your cafe,

. would be poifon. To hide your danger, or fmooth

it over, would be monflrcus cruelty. Do you a(k,

• is there no hope concerning us ? None, while you

continue in fin. There is no fuch falvation in all

t\\Q: fcriptures. If you are refolved and permitted

to go on in a courfe of iniquity till the end of life,

you are condemned already. The zvages of fin is

death. Nothing but the flight union of foul and

body, prevents the Hamcs of hell from kindling

all around you. On this precarious tenure you

hold any eafe and peace you ha\ e. A few days

iickncfs may end all your joy for ever \ a ficknefs
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in which you may be infcnlible, and can no m(5r«

attend to the falvation ofthe foul, than one alrea-*

6y in the grave ; nay, an accident may precipitate

you into everlaiting burnmgs. You now hvc, and

have health and reafon. If you vnU leave your

iins, there is an ample remedy provided for you in

the gofpeL There is falvauion for the word of

you ; for all of you. O delay not, but break off

-your fms by righteoufnefs. Be importunate in

prayer to God. Bring your polluted foul and bo^

dy to the blood of Chrifl:, which clcanfetb from all

jln^—Now is your day of grace ; fin it not away.

The moments are on the wing.—Improve them

before they are fled, and you go down to the duft.

You, my brethren, who have your peace made

with God, are happy indeed. I congratulate you

on the peace reftored to our land ; but I congrat-

ulate you m.uch more on this. By the one, the ca-

f lamities of war are removed, and days of eafe and

reft are come ; by the other, you have efcaped ca-

lamities without end, and have found eafe and reft

to your fouls. By the one, you are freed from the

opprcffive yoke of men; by the other, from the

vileftflavcry offin and fatan. By the one, you

have profpeds of a growing and extcnfive empire ;

by the other, aliurance of reigning for ever and

ever. You are doubly bleft. Peace without, and

peace within. Peace here, and peace hereafter.

You muft not, however, put off the harnefs. In

your fpiritual concerns, much remiains yet to be

done. This warfare is not over. Sin and fatan^



LINN. 313

though wounded, are not dead ; thougli forely

beaten, they keep the field. Hoftiiitics may ceafe,

but they will be renewed. It is your duty, there-

fore, to watch, and to put on the whole armour of

God. You have the grcatefl: encouragement to

ftand your ground. You will prove fucccfsful,

through the llrength of your leader. Jcfus Chrift

will make you, at lad", more than conquerors.

Exert all your talents, and ufe all your influence,

to promote the declarative glory of God, and the

falvationof men. Difcountenance, and, as far as

in your povv cr, prevent idlenefs of every kind, ex-

cefs and profanity, fo difplcafing to God, and de-

flrudlive to free and popular governments. We
have been brave, and if virtuous, we will be a

happy people.

I conclude this difcourfe with addrefling, once

more, thofe of my audience, who m.ay be fenfible

that they have no peace with God. It were eafy

to multiply arguments, why you fhould return to

God ; but none will prevail unlefs he make them
cffedlual. I have endeavored to deal plainly and

faithfully with you, as knowing that I muil give an

account. It would be improper to preach my
foul away in a fmooth and moral harangue. Your
own good fcnfe would condemn mc for it now,

and rife up in judgment againfl me in the day of

the Lord. Have you formed any rcfolutions, that

you \vill try to be religious ? Begin and pcrfcvere.

You have the greatcil' encouragement. Let nei-

ther the number, nor the aggravation of your
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crimes, deter you from an application to the Sa-

viour. On the contrary, if fin be your choice,

there is no encouragement. How do you know

that God will not leave you to yourfelves, to

fill up the meafure of your iniquity ? How do you

know that he will not fpeedily require your fouls?

Let not a moment then pafs without refolving to

ferve God. Why halt you between two opinions?

Reafon and confcience fay, that you ought to be

religious. Follow their wife and fovercign dic-

tate. What pretences does fin bring? She puts

on a fpecious appearance to deceive and ruin.

Hearken not to her fong, for flie would entice you

to your owndeftrudlion. In the end, flie will bite

like a ferpent, and fling like an adder. She re-

w^ards all her votaries with unutterable wo and

pain. But religion holds out to you every thing

good and great. She will perfed: and make hap-

py your nature. Through Jefus Chrift you may
obtain peace with God, and with your own con-

fcienccs; peace in death and throughout eternity.

Why will you not, this day, accept and fign the

peace through this Mediator? This would give

you a true reiifh for all the gifts of Providence.

Then might you fit every man under his vine^ and

under his fig-tree, and none make you afraid. May
God teach us all our true interell; long continue

our national peace; and above all, give us peace

with himfclf, and make us happy, when thrones

fhall be cafi: down; through Jefus Chrift, to whom
with the Father, and the blellcd Spirit^ one God^.

be glory now and for ever more.




