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At a Meeting of the Tammany Society, or Co-
lumbian OFdet; held at the Gréa“t. ‘Wigwam
on Monday the 4th July, 1791,

RESOL VED unanimoufly, That the thanks of
this Society be prefented by the Grand Sczc/zem; to
Zhe Rev. Dr. WiLniam LINN,“}’(O?;' the Sermon
preached by kim this day before the Socz’ee,‘)’i.“’

RisorLveDp, That Sackems Ebenezer Stevens,
Melanéton Smith, and James Tylee, e a com-

mzme*m"mzzt mdwv"egugﬂ of the Rev. Dr. Wir-
“' of ‘th’zs Soczcty, & manu=~

[eript of the above Serman, ‘and to_fuperintend the
printing of fix hundred copies of faid Sermon,
at the expence of the Society.

Extratt from the minutes,

JOHN SWARTWOUT, Sccretary.
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A.DVERTISEMENT

Bt a i SUA

T HE following Sermon is publ ﬂzed as it
was delivered. Though additions and aliera-
trons maght have been profitably made, yet it
was_fuppcfed, that it would be moft accepr-
able, in this Jorm, to all, of that numerous
and refpettable affembly, who /zonored it with

therr /zcc.mm‘

- Frarit may tend 2o zmulmz‘e thofe prin-

ciples which led to our v[erzous revolution,
awaken our gratitude to Almighty God for
his many blﬂﬁ?igs, and contribute to the ge-
“neral caufe of liberty, 1is the ardent wift and

JSincere avm of
Tur AUTHOR.
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Tue BLESSINGS or AMERICA.

PSALM xvi G

THE LINES ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN
PLEASANT Praces; vea, I HAVE a
GOODLY HERITAGE.

¥ N thele words the Plalmilt celebrates

the agreeable and advantageous {itua-
tion in which he was placed by Divine
Providence. It was {uch as adminiftered
to his earthly comfort, and tended to pro-
mote his eternal welfare.

Tue like manner of expreflion may,
with propriety, be ufed by every Ameri-
can; and it affords, on this aufpicious day,
a fuitable and profitable {ubject for our
meditation. By the choice of it, I {hall, at
leaft, avoid the beaten path of a minute re-
cital of events during our revolution ; and
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if the performance difappoint the hopes,
or if fome things be introduced which
would, atany other time, be improper in
the pulpit, a judicious and candid audience
will readily excufe me.

WitHOUT incurring the charge of local
prejudices, 1lliberal afperfions - of others,
or unreafonable partiality to ourfelves, we
may fay, that our country is highly favor-
" ed of God ; that the lznes, which meafure
our inheritance, are fallen in pleafant pla-
ces ; yea, that we have a goodly heritage.
This will appear when we confider the
natural advantages which we enjoy ; the
conftitution of our civil government ; and
our religious privileges. Let us take a

curfory view of each of thele; and then
~attend to {ome reflettions which the fub-
Je& together with the occalion, may n-
{pire.

First, The natural advantages of our
country are many and great. The terri-
tory is extenfive, the f{oil luxuriant, the
climates and produttions various. We
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polfels in abundance every thing neceffary
for our {upport, comfort and {trength,
The lofty mountains and the fruirful val-
lies, the waving forelts and the {preading
lawns, the magnificcatrivers and the com-
modious harbours contribute to the deli ght
and accommodation of the inhabitanis.
The means of exportation abroad, and of
intercourle with one another, are conve-
nient and eafy,

Ix the diverfity of the advasitages which
the States enjoy there is a refemblance to
the divifion of the land of Canaan among
the tribes of Ifracl.  To Judah wasgives a
country abounding with vines and pafture ;
to - Afher, one plenteous in oil, iron and
brals 5 o Zebulonand Hachar, fuch as was
famous for fea-ports 3 and thus, wére dif-
tributed among them their ref gﬁéfﬂﬁvc" oifts,
which, while they needed not to depend
on other nations, taught them the neceifity
of union among themfelves, as confpiring
to promote their commen welfare.  Is not

the general defeription, which s given of
e o

1
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their country,equally, if not more applica-
ble to our own ? Aland of brooks of water,

of fountains, and deﬁz‘ﬁs that [breng out of
wal[eys and kills ; @ land of wheat,and barley,

and vines, -and fig=treesy—and pomegranales ;

a land Qf otl-oltve, and honey ; a land where-
an thow fhalt eat bread ZJi”'/ZOZLt Jearcenefs,
thow fhalt not lack any thing in it a land
wwhofe flones are ivon, and ot of whofe hills
thow mayeft dig brafs.*  He,whole the feats,
and whole hands formed the dry land, hath
here lavithed his bounty, and, as if on pur-
pole, referved the beflt for the lateflt dif-
covery ; he hath united, in this one, all
the excellencies of the other parts of the
earth.

Troven much fill remains to be done,
yet the improvement of thefe ‘advantage’s
has been, for the time, uncommonly rapid.
Lefs than two centuries ago, what was this
now pleaflant country ? A difmal wilder-
nefls ; the habitation of wild beafls, and
of favage men. Where now the populous

- % Deut, vill. 7, 8, 94
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city lifts its {pires, the folitary wigwam.
flood ; where commerce {preads its fails,
was Icen the bark canoe ; and where the.
found of induftry is heard, and all the arts
of civilized life flourifh, indolence, rude-
nefs, and ignorance, held a gloomy reign.
If cur country has, fo {uddenly, vifen into
eminence, what may be expefled when
time has given it maturity, rendered its
population complete, and called forth all
its exertions ? Then will it be rich, power-.
ful, and happy. Then will Aer wildernefs
become ke Eden, and her defert like the
garden of the Lord ; joy and gladnefs ﬂzadl
be Jound theremn, thankfgromg, and; t/m vozm
0/ melod‘ . | s

- As we are not icft to dependupon other
countries for our necceflaries and comforts,
fo our being removed at fo greata diftance
from them, 1s no {mall advantage. We
have thus, lefs temptation to invade, and.
are lefs liable to be invaded ; we are in lefs
danger of being infefled with foreign vices,

* Taieh li. g.
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and involved inintrigues and wars. Haps
pily, indeed, that defire of conqueft, and
love of domination, which have {o long
attuated the kingdoms of the world, and
made man a {courge to man,do notactuatg
our nation. Separated; by Providence,
from the continual jealoufies, and bloody
diflenfions of the ¢ld werld, our endeavour
s, to culavate every ufeful art, to enjoy
in peace, the bleflings which Heaven hath
_beflowed, and to extend them to all within
our reach. This is a more noble ambition
than Romans everknew ; a more juft glory
than to enlarge our dominion, or feek to
build our advancement on the degradationy
of others,

4 e .

It 1s caufe of regret at this day, that the
fwvord which had been fheathed, is now
drawn againfl fome of the Indian tribes.
Who does not ardently wifh, that peace
may be {peedily reftored ; that the natives
of this land, inftead of being extirpated,
~may cxchange the hatchet for the book of
divine knowledge ; and that we may be
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brought to rejoice together as children of
the fame Almighty Parent, and partakers
of the fame common nature ! Though 1t
be ordered, in the courfe of events, that
we poflels their land, yet we owe them
Jv{hcc and charity ; we owe them our at-
tempts to recover them from abafement,
hm_ {o they may enjoy with us the dchmm
ble mherltdnce *

In fhort, when we confider the manger
i which this new world has been opened
to us, 1ts firll {ettlement, the growin g num-
ber of 1ts inhabitants, the great advanta.
ges aflorded, the profpeéts fhill in view,
with every circumitance, may we not ad-
drefs the fupreme Ruler of the univer[ in
thele beautiful words of the PLlmill? 7hmy
Raft brought a vine out of Egypt ; thow haft
cafl oul the heathen, and planted ot.  1hou
preparedtroom /ijm(’ iy and didfs caufe 1! g
cake decp voot, and it filled the land. The
M//y were covered with the faadow of 11, and
iie boughs theveof were like the goodly cedars,
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She fent out her boughs unto the fea, and her
branches unto the river ® |

BuT all thele natural advantages would,
be in vain, were we deprived of hberty

Ve could thenneitherimprove, norenjoy
them. - Oppreflion breaks the fpzms of
men, and {inks them into grofs and ftupid
ignorance. Time was,when Demofthenes
fhook all Greece with the tempe{‘t of his
@-oquence ; and when Cicero, in his flow-
ing {trains, gained on the Roman Senate.
Greece and Rome were then free. Liber-
ty is now gone, and their glory is no more,
‘Time was, when there were {even churches
in Afia, and pure religion beamed, where
now ignorance and {uperftition brood, and.
where the Turk, dreammg of a Mahome-
tan paradlfe {leeps his life away. The.

mhabitants of thele places {eem, at prefent,
to be a different race of men. Fven the
milk and honey of Canaan are long fince
converted into gall and wormwecod., The
fnelt country, wl*m enflaved, is a region

{p

# P_ﬁzlm; Ixxx, 8‘—~1 1.
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of darknefs, poverty, and barbarity, in
which human beings drag out a miferable
exiltence. | |

—“ What is life ?
’Ti1s not to {talk about and draw frefh air
“ From time to time, or gaze upon the fun:
“"I'ts — to be free. Whenliberty is gone,

“ Life grows infipid, and has loft its relifh.”

This leads me to remark,

In the fecond place, That we inherit
pleafunt places, on account of the eonflitu=
tion of our civil government. This hag
not been impofed upeon us by the will of a
conqueror, nor received through neceflity;
but formally and deliberately chofen by
ourfelves.  When obli ged to feparate from
that empire to which we belonged, parti-
cular conflitutions were framed by the fe-
veral States, and articles of confederation
for the government of the whole, on fuch
principles as were then judged to be con-
formable to the equality in human na-
ture, and confiftent with public peacs cud
trenquility,
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- It becomes us here, t¢ ack nowgcig

with gratitude, the peaceable and unani-
mous manner in which a change, in our
national government, has been effefied.
Experience having fhown the defe@s of
the firft, another, after long confultation,
has been propoled and adopted ; yea,
amendments again to this have been offer-
ed, and time, we truft, will bring it to as
much perfettion as human things will ad-
mit. We have beheld a people, dlﬁant, and
various in their habits, united beyond the
moft {anguine expeflation ; a conflitution
formed in the bofom of peace ; received
by zll the States, after full and able difcui-
fion 1 each ; enforced by no other wea-
pons than reafon and argument ; no other
thunder heard than the thunder of debate.
" Has God, then, at any time, nterpoled
more remarkably for us? Do we not; every
thing confidered, ftand fingle among all
the nations of the earth? Gther revolutions

may have been more diverfified and {plen-
did, but, {urely, none is more honorable
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human nature, and none {o likely to

produce fu.ch happy effedts,

As far as this conftitution has been tried,.
its mﬂuence is found to be fafe and benefi-
cial. Itis a reprefentation of the p mople
from whom all legiumate government is
derived. Iti1sa govemmemaf laws, not
of men. It promifes to unite mildaefs and
energy ; to fecure and defend ; to fleer the
happy medium between op*)reﬁion and li-
centioufnefs. It 1s caleulated to encoura 7 (—rl
genius, and bring merit to view from the
oblcure walks of life.  Titles and birth
givé no claim to rank or precedence ; but
a capacity for bufinefs, with learning, doa-"
quence, and virtue; -ave-the-furell ways to
rife to honor and preferment,

I is foreign, however, to my . d elign 10'
pronounce an eulogium on the C{)uﬂltutiﬂﬂ.l
There are thole who can better paint its
excellencies,and thofe who are more eagles
eyed to {can its defe@s, and wa*ch« its ten-

dency. It mther bclongs to m y phw o,
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celebrate the goodnefs of God, in confer=
ring upon us the blefling of liberty. How
eligible does our fituation appear, when
we look around us in the world! Only a
fmall part enjoys even the fhadow of liberty.
The great bulk-of mrarnkind are under the
moft galling and ignominious fervitude.
A few are exalited to more than men, and
the reft made lefs, to the debalement and
reproach of human nature. Surely the
diftin&ion in favor of ourfelves deferves an
honorable mention, and the higheft praife s
to be afcribed to the Father of lights. from
whom every good gift, and every perfeit gift

cometh douwn.

Civiw liberty is a blefling the more pre-
cious, becaufe with it are connefted the
rights of conlcience. Where {lavery pre-
vails thefe are always infringed. In this
country, as they are well underftood, {o
they are preferved inviolate. This is

~ Tue laft relpeét in which it appears that
we have a goodly heritage. Here, no par-



Or AMERICA, 19

ticular modes of faith, or worfhip are
eflablifhed. No undue preference is given
to one denomination of religion above an-
other. Every one ftands upon equal foot-
mg, and can prove fuccefsful, only by the
p-ety, ‘irtue, learning, and hbera_hty ofits
profeflors.  Human eftablifhments have
always been made engines of ftate-policy ;
they have promoted hypocrify and infi-
delity ; they have perpetuated error, and
reftrained that free {pirit of enquiry which
conduces to improvement.

THE government which Jefus Chrift hath.
inftituted in his Church is diftinét from the.
power which appertains to the kingdoms
of this world, and it confifts in inflicting
fpiritual pains; in admonitions, reproofs,
cenfures, and exclufion from memberfhip,
. The members of the Church, indeed, are
alfo members of civil foc:lety, and fubject
to all its laws, fo far asis confiftent with a
good confcience ; but the great evil has
been in the civil magiftrate ufurping the
throne of Chrift and exercifing fpiritual
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dominion. The Churchand the State, no

doubt, mutually affilt and fupport one an-
other, but they have, too often, been un-
Jawfully ble 3ded. The Church afks and

of its rig chis ; and 1t w HL 1gly yldds to ci-
vil government the {urell fupport, by dif-
ﬁaﬁnv’r knowledge, and promoiing righte-

~

{a PR
Q‘LHLCL\ "’xiu P accamong men.

Revricious freedom banifhed from eve-
ry other corner of the earth has erefted her
ftandard in thefle States, and kindly nvites
the opprelled from all quartersto repair hi-
ther. Here are no fire and faggots, no pains
and emocluments of any kind, to force thele
{entiments, or the other upon them. Reli-
gion puré and undefiled (olicits their regard.
The heaven-born maid is not dreffed or
daubed with human inventions. Shetrufls
+0 her native charms and afllss a willis ng
love.—Here 1s an afylum for you, our
brethren of the old world, whole lives are
' embﬁt&c 1by the cruel impefitions of men;

the fruit of whofe labours gb to fuppoyt



Or AMERICA =i

dazy pricfts and luxurious princes ; who,
‘though you rife early and late take refl,
obtain only a fcanty fubfiftence for your-
felves and families. Forfake your hard
‘tafk-mafters. Refufe to dig an ungrateful,
{oil which will not yield you bread. Hafte
you to the fertile plains of America. Fill
her new, and asyet, uninhabited terriory.
She opens wide her arms to embrace mil-
lions, and waits to crown all the induftri-
ous and virtuous with plenty and happi-
nefs,® |

T . M o A .y
Not only do we enjoy the right of pri-
vate judgment in matters of confcience,.but
“the golpel is preached and its ordinances
adminiftered throughout a great part of our
Jand.  Without this we would be lefs civil-
ized, and lefs free.  This truly renders our
land a pleafant place and a good{y heritage.
* Befides the number of inhaditants which the 1 States can
receive, and indeed, aveneceflury for their proper cultivation, the
Woesrenn Terrrrory alne, is vafly extonfive, It is come
puted to contuin 2r0.000.0c0 acres of land, and is faid, by

thife who have explored ity to be inferiow, in feriility, falubrity,
@M CORULRIENCY, Lo Ko country upon earlh.
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What is this world but the beginning of ag,
eternal {cene ? What 1s an extenfive and,
beautiful country, what liberty with all its
concomitant bleflings, deflitute of the wor-
fhip of our Creator, and the hope of dwell-
ing in his prefence-wherrthe-fathion of this
world fhall have paffed away ? Though -
the rights of man be invaluable, yet we.
may fuccefstully plead for thefe and be for-
ever unhappy hereafter. Thus is life eter.
nal, that they might know thee, the only true.
God, and Fifus Chrift whom thow hofl fent.®
The abundant means of this knowledge are.
within our power,

CoxsiperING the fituation of our coun-
try 1n this reflpe&t, we fee thefe words of
the prophet fullilled 5 The wildernefs and
the folitary place fhall be glad for them ; and,
the defert fhallrejoice, and bloffom as therofe,
AL fhall blofforn abundantly, and rejoice even
wilh joy and finging ; the glory of Lebamnomn
Jhall be given unto ut, the excellency of Car~
mel and Sharon : they fhall fee the glory of

Foln xvil, 8.
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the Lord, and the excellency of our God—In

the wildermefs fhall waters break out and
Jereams in the defert.* o

Havine now fhown, that the words of
the Pfalmift equally exprefs our own pri-
vileges, and are an acknowledgment hi ghly
proper from each of us, let us refle® more
particularly, | |

First, On the diftinguithing goodnefs
of God in giving us this fair inheritance,
and in defending it againft thofe who
{fought unjuitly ro deprive us.  The earth is
the Lord’s,and the fulnefs thereof ; the world,
and thzy that dwell theretnt  Of whom is
it, that we inhabit thisland rather than
another P Of whom, that we are furrounds
ed with fo many bleffings ? Of whom, that
we enjoy civil and religious liberty ? Surely
it 1s of the Lord, and he is entitled to all
the praife. He gave to the renowned Co-
lambus that fpirit of curiofity, that bold-
nels of enterprife, that contempt of danger,.

L {ﬁiiﬂf!; 'XXXV. 10 21» 6«» .l- ]?j?ilin Xxivo lg
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and that irmnels of perfeverance,which led
Lim through vnexplored feas and diftrefl-
ing hardihips, to the difcovery of this vaik
continent ; where he found the native girt
with feather’d cinfture, naked elie and nid
among the trees on ifles and Woodv {hiores.”
It was the Lord who condu@&ed to this
place the origial {ettlers, h‘*p*mmed them

under all theh dificulues, cafi out the heathon
b fore ihem, and divided them an inhoritance
by line, and made them lo dwell wn thewr
tenls” ®

NoT te carry our attention {o far back,
who, of later years, hath {uftained us 1n a
mighty contelt for every thing which we
held dear P 'Who united us in a common
caule ? who infpired and enabled us, un-
acquainted with war, and unprepared, to
withitand an experienced and formidable
enemy ? Who difconceried their itrata-
gems, gave us powerful allies, encouraged
our fuifering army, crowned them with
fignal vittories, and who, 1n o {hort a

% Pf.im laxviil. 55¢
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time, gladdened our Learts with peace ?
Gt whom is it, that to day we commemo-
rate our exiftence as a nation, and rejoice
in the proipeét of growing pioipmuy ?
Surely theie are the doings of the Lord,
whofe interpa firtons 10 our favor were {G
numerous and remarkabie, that they can
never be fmgottem. Vihen this page of
hiftory is revolved, it will fkew o the ge-
neration to come, the praifes of the Lovd, and
/?zs/lfcnof/z, and his wonderful works that Le
hath done.  That the gencration to come ught
know them, cven the children which fiould he
born ; who fhould aryfe and declare them to
therr children.® '

WdaaT muft have been our condition,
had our enemies fucceeded ? What could
we have .expetled {from a nation which
dared, in the face of Heaven, to aflert 2
right to bind us  in all cafes whatfoever,”
and which {trove to enforce it with cruelty
and blood ? What could we have expe ected

irorn them, when oppoled and irriiated,

¥ Pfelin Ixxvill, 2—6,

D
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but every thing the difappointed hopes,

“the mortified pude and theincenfed wrath
of tyrants could inflict ? What but defola-
tion, flavery, and death ? Whay, ar the beft,
but a life lefs tole dble than the furnace of
Nebichadnezz chwas heated /fzven
times for thofe who difobeyed his unrighs
teous decree ?* The fruitiul field would
Joon have returned to a wildernefs, the
nerves of induftry and improvement been
withered, and a languid {piriilels temper
pervaded tlie inhabitants, - We would have
been labourers in a vineyard not our owns
and though we had “borne the heat and
burden of the day, a foreign and unjuft
lord, if he rewarded us with a penny, would

* Abfolute jmu)ér has made tyranty in every age, and the
temper of all tyrants is unvelenting. . To. thofe who have a due
Jenfe of Liberty, death, in any form. s lefs terrible than abje&?
Jubaiffion.  Better to fuffir death at once, than to linger on a
rack., Indeed, when the 1irhus of confeience are vivlated, it be-
Comes a diy to prefor death to a finful compliance ; and many
thoufands, in former days, have fuffered worfe than the | furnac,

of Nebuchadnezzar, vather than lve in difobedience to thiir
- God.
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have given us with it, frowns and ill-ufage,
—There 1s no pleafure,evenin hinting thefe.
things, farther than may be neceflary to.
fhow the - -greatnels of our delwerancey
‘\plrlt and abﬂuy are givenus, not only to,
repair our waftes, but to add new improve«
ments and ornaments ; and as the external
traces of the war muft foon be effaced, fo.
ought every unchriftian refentment to be
forever effaced [rom our breaflts.—Blefled.
be the ETerNAL SovEREIGN who decreed.
us vitorious ; who re-animated expiring
biberty, fnatched her from the g”ef:t of kings,
and exlnbucd her in her winning form, to
| a‘nhghtcn to gmle and to e:'harm the.
world. O fing unto the Lord a new fong.
O clap yowr hands, all e people, fhout unto
God with the voice of trivmph.  Ior the
Lord moft Highis terrible ; he s a gw**
King over allthe earth. * Godis gonewp wilh
a fhout, the Lovd withthe found of atrumpet.
Sing praifesto God, fing praifes; fing prazfs -
es unto our King. fing praifes. - Both yourg
men and mazdens, old men and children :.
Let them praife the mame of the Lovd ; for.
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his name alone is excellent ; his glovy is
- above the earth and heaven®

It has notbeen unufual, nor will it damp
the joy of this day, to remember with ten-
der regard thole, who fired in their couns
try’s caufe, ftepped foremoft to the fields
and bravely offered up their lives in its
defence. They did not live to enjoy th@
privileges for which they contended, but
their memory fhall be dear to us, and pof-
terity fhall do juftice to their worthy char-
after. We will teach our jfons fons how
early and hownobly Warr &N fell. MonT-
comeRY, that high-founding name, with
M’Prrrson, HENDRICKS, Lm: tSEM AN,
fhallfvell the tale. To {how theprice of li«
berty, w we will uncover MIZRCER s bleedmg
wounds, and traverfe all the fields of death.
But w’:‘zy do I mention names? It feems:
almofl injullice to others wha equally me-
rit qur praife. Let the hiftorian fmthfully
sellthem all, from WarrEn downto Lavu-
rens, whole blood laft flreamed in the
caufe. They have nobly fallen, As olten

® Ffabns xlvilexlviile
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as we Cd“bratﬁ this dav while we trim the
laurels on their graves, let the recolleGtion
- of their virtues animate us with the love
of our country, that for it, when cahcd 2
like them we may die. |

Wrat tribute fhall be here paid to thofe
who cheerfully underwent every danger
and toil ? Who marched, and fought and
bled? What tribute to the remains of a
molt meritorious army ? What tribute to
their patriotic Leader whom it hath pleaf-
ed God to endow with {o many rare ta-
lents, and to make no lefs dxﬂmﬂuuqed
n the arts of peace than of war ? Behold“
therichinheritance wuh thch Providence
hath rewarded vour virtuous ftruggle !
Your {fwords were drawn not only in de-
fence of all which we held dear, but in
defence of the rights of mankind. Under
God you have b{*cn, Tfuccelsful.  His 7‘8”/2?5“
hand and his holy arm hath gotten /wm M'

viclory.  May you live long to enjoy the

bleflings thch you have bcerx infirumen-
tal 1n procuring, and may generations yet
to come ar xﬁ, and call you bleiled. ‘
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ANoTHER important refleGtion on thig
fubje&t, and the laft which f{hall be mens=
tioned is, that the privileges conferred
upon us call for our faithful and diligent
improvement. s, our country pleafant
and fertile ? It is our duty to contribute to
the advancement of agriculture, manufac-
tures and commerce. Are we a free ped«
ple? It is our dutyto {upport and encour~
age government ; to be cbedient {ubjetts;
to diffufe knowledge among all clafles of
men, as being the moft effettual fafe-guard
of liberty. Enrlighten mankind and-you
-annot enflave them. Delpotic govern-
ment makes them ignorant and barbarous,
and when thus reduced, they are neither
able nor willing to break the yoke.

To call to mind the natural equality of
‘men, to keep alive the {pirt of liberty, and
to diffufe knowledge and happinels, have
given rife to fubordinate focieties in free
‘States ; and thefe are held out as the great
objeéts of that Society at whofe defire Iad-
drefs you to day. They are plainly and
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concifely ex;pfeﬂ"ed in thefe words of their
public conflitution; “ It thall conne& in
the indiffoluble bords of Parrioric
FRIENDSHIP, :VA.MERICAN BRETHREN, of
- known attachment to the political rights of
human nature, and the liberties of this
country.” -Somewhat {imilarare the revo.
lution and conftitutional Societies in Great-
Britain, and which are at this day the
watch-towers of liberty. May we not
hope that thefe Societies will emulate one
another, in preventing all {acrilegious ap-
proaches to the altar of freedom, and that
they will themf{elves bebright examples of
order, decency, and virtue ! It is to the
honor of that Society, at whofe motion we
are convened, that under its direftion and
‘patronage a Mufeum has been eftablithed,
to conlift, not only of natural curiofities,
but of all thofe writings, either at home,
~or abroad, which ferve to furnith a com-

plete hiftory of this country in its various
ftages. Many of thofe curious and valua-
ble trafts mufl have, otherwife, been loft,

The laudable defign of preferving them, s
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perfeflly agreeable to the generous princi-
ples of the Socicty, and indeed, to that
public fpmt which 1s{o confplcuous in Ufnu{
great and ﬂounfhmcr city. |

Arrow me only to add, that the name,
which this Society has appropriated;affords
- to the mind a ftriking contraft of what this
country once was, to what it now is; &f
its once barbarous, to its now civilized
ftate ; and if fuch an affociation of men
have a tendency to introduce a national
{pirit and charaQer, it will be fo far ufe-
ful ; for certainly it is the glory; and
ought to be the ambition of every one,
who makes his refidence in this country, to
be elteemed an American. Making due
allowance for our age and numbers, we
have produced as many eminent men as'
fall to our fhare; * and it is hoped, are

*® See this matter fairly and ingenionfly frated by M. | jg,ﬁ’c;'.
Jonin ks motes on Virginia. It &5, perhaps, not j?mwme thek
forcigners frould inconfiderately adopt prejudices agc'z Fus s but
if z”mc beany who refrde dn tids country, enjoy all the 8 fings
of ity and who, notwithflanding, undervalue what gives then
bread and importance, one wc:xvlso’ herdly hnow, ug'.xﬂ sher to pi zfy’

thelr follyy or to contemn their infolince.
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free from that European pride which can
fee no excellencies in a neighbour. Let it
be the fincere endeavour of us all, by every
juft and proper method, to advance the

intereft and reputation of our country ;
make it virtuous, enlightened, and free.

« Remember, O my friends, the laws, the 1Lig‘ht35
“ The generous plan of powet deliver’d down
% (So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood)
¢ O let it never perifh in your handst

¢ But pioufly tranfmit it to your children.”

May we not indulge the plealing thought,
that the time 1s not far diftant, when ty-
ranny cvery where fhall be deftroyeds
when mankind fhalt be the flaves of mon-
{ters and idiots no more, but recover the
true dignity of their nature ! The caufe
of Liberty is continually gathering
firength.  The advocates -of defpotic
rule muft fail. The Briufh orator, ¥

*  Edmund Burke; who has publified veflelions on thevevos
{ulionin France ; aperformance containing abufe, mifreprefentas
tion, a fpecious rather than true eloquence, and fentiments unfa«

E
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though he fublimely rave, he raves in vain,
No force of genius, no brilliancy of fancy,
and no ornament of langwage can fupport
his wretched caufe. He and his abettors
only haften its downfal. The revolution
in France Is great—is- aftonifhing—is glo-
TIOUS. It is, perhaps, not juft to fay, that
the flame was kindled by us, but certainly
we contributed to blow and increale 1t, as
Trance will in other nations; until blaze
joining blaze, fhall illumine the darkelt
and remoteft corners of the earth,

In return for the or;*:"at and inellimable
privileges which we enjoy, let us devote
ourfelves to the fervice of Gad, and be
found in the prattice of all rightecoulnefs. -
Virtue is. h1ghly neceﬁary for the fupport
of order and Good government; ‘and the
Chriftian rehgmn powelfully inculcates,

worable to liberty.  This ke has done after voteng with the minori-
2y during the American revolution, and feemingto be, formerly, @ :
champion in the caufe of freedom. —His book has had a diretlcon-
trary effed to what was intended 5 it has awakened and called
Forth the veal friends of liberty 5 particularly the celebrared My,
PAINE, whofe writings have been of jo much fervice tomankindy.
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and leads to the exercife of this virtue.
Let us comply with its precepts, and pray
for its univerfal fpread and influence.
Nothing would fo conduce to our national
vprofperlty and happinefs. It would make
us better citizens, and more difinterefted
patriots ; more happy in ourfelves, and
more ufeful to all around us. Before X
conclude this difcourfe, allow me then, as
a Minifter of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to
offer you falvation in his name; to remind
you, that you muit foon leave all terrefii-
al {cenes, and enter upon an eternal and
unchangeable flate. Be entreated to ac-
cept the liberty wherewith Chrift makesfrees;
‘that {o when the kingdoms of this world
and the glory of them are no more; yea,
when the heavens fhall pafs away wilh a

great notfe, and the elements fhatl melt witl
ﬂ?’vcnt heat, the earth alfo and the works
- that are therein ﬁzall be burnt up, you may
inherit a better country, and live immor-
tal beneath a bnghter fun and moreample

{kie
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Axp now, while we aft on this frik
flage of our exiftence, may the Lord or-
dain peace for us ! May we never hear the
drum, the trumpet, and the clang of arms
any more in battle; but may peace, lead«
. . s o e e g 05T _ )

ing in her train religion, knowledge, and
Iiberty, forever dwell with us!

. ¢ Haftethee,fair peace,thv {foft’ning power renew,
“ Blefs every clime, the old world and the new,
 In friendly league unite each diftant thore,

¢ Andbid mankind with anger burn no more.
“ Then pure religion’s precepts fhall prevail 3
“ Impartial juftice poife her balanc’d {cale ;

“ Bright liberty fhall wanton in the breeze ;

¥ Innoxious pleaflure, philofophic eafe ;

-« Commcrce fhall then expand‘h without control,
f¢ Where coafts extend, or fartheft oceans roll.

May wars ceafe unto the end of the carth ;
and God, who commanded the light to fhane
put of darknefs, giveto all nations, the light
of the knowledge of hus glory, in lhe face of
Felus Chrifl,

@:{ \e ‘
(AN
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Eompofed for the Occafior, at the Requeft of the Seciety:

" By Dr. WirLiawm Pitr SMUTH.

NOVV elevate your hymns of joy;
‘With facred mufic let thefe arches ring,
Patriots your breath emyploy,
Your pureft incenfe bring ;
Tor uEe receives the grateful lay,
‘Whofe matchlefs all-controling fway,
Kings, armies, empires, occans, worlds obey s
Hence kingdoms fall, while here republics rife
‘Reafonrefumesher rights,dumb fuperfition dies,

Since then from Heav’n fair Liberty defcends
Her bright’ning advent hail ;
*Tis Gop alone emits the high command—
(His great behefls fulfil 1)
See how the patriot-light’ning bends
Oppreffion’s haughty will ;
Wide rends her deep obfcuring vail,
While waking glory dawns on ev’ry land.
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| CREAT Serrrt hear-—our humble vows we pay;
Thine arm unfeen, thy goodnefs we adore,
| The aid divine confefs |
Sweet Independence crowns the joyous day,
Celeftial Freedom owns the genial hour,
 To fhed her choiceft blifs.

When ufurpation rais’d her head,
Th’appeal,impartial Juncer,wasmadetoTury;
VWhen darknels o’er th’ affvighted land waa}_

N {pread,
Trou bad’tthe gloomdilperfe,th’ United Stateg
be free !} ‘

Parext of Union, manifelt thy power,
Let difcord ceale,
Fell tyrants kindle mad’ning rage no more
v Diffufe to eartl’s remotelt bound,
The blaze of- fcience, and the finile of peace,
| *Till praife refound,
Thro’. ev’ry clime where human voice be found ;
Advancing on the wings of light,
Let Freedom {till extend her golden chain,
And while the nations hail th” aufpicious light,

d

Commence the bleit Immanuel’s gentde reign,
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~ Then clevate your hymns of joy,
With heav’n-taught mufic let the temple ring]

Patriots your breath employ,

Your {weetelt incenfe bring:
To Gop, Columbia’s King, we homage pay,
Fis arm protetiive, tho” unfeen adore,

His facred boon confefs :
Sweet independence crowns the fignal day,
Treedom felefls the gratulating hour

To {hed her choiceft blifs !

Hallelojah, Hallelujah, &c,

Dot to mufic by Mr. Vax Hacuy,

gt
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