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SERMON LVIL

CHRISTIAN WARFARE.

B Y

fF I L L I A M LINN, D. D.

One of the Minifters of the Reformed Dutch Church, city of

New-York.

I Corinthians xvi. 13.

^it you like men—he Jirong,

AMONG the many comparifons ufed in fcrip-

ture to illuflrate the Chriflian life, that of a

fight or warfare is a principal one. To this the

apoftle evidently refers in the text. He addref-

fes the believing Corinthians^ as a general would

his foldiers, who expedled immediately ro engage

with the enemy. We find nearly the fame words

ufed by the Philiitines, in exciting one another to

battle with Ifrael; Befirong, and quit your/elves like

men, ye Philijiines, that ye he notJervants unto the

Hehrews, as they have heen to you: ^it yourfelves

like men, and fight. It is not improbable that the

apoftle had this animated fpeech in view; and if

not, it was natural vv^ith the figure in his mind^,
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thus to exprefs himfelf. It is as though he had

faid, " You are Uke foidiers in actual war; behave,

then, not as children, who are weak and eafily in-

timidat<^d; but exert that ftrcngth, courage, and

forritade worthy of men in an hour of trial and

danger/*

This exhortation is proper to be addrclTed to

Chriitians in every age; and it is now addrefled to

you, my believing brethren: ^ityou like men—be

jirong. I ihall, Firfty mention the enemies with

which you have to contend. Secondly, fhew what

is implied in the exhortation; and then conclude

with fome motives to encourage and animate you

in the fight.

The enemies with which you have to contend,

are generally ranked under thefe three dalles ; the

devily the zwnW, and xht flejb,

Firft, The devil is a watchful, cunning and un-

wearied enemy. Afrer his revolt from God, he

feduced our firft parents, and has thus brought the

whole race into fin and mifery. Oppofed himfelf

to all goodnefs, he is become the tyrant and de-

ftroyer of human kind. As a roaring lion he walk^

eth aboutyjeeking whom he 7nay devour. Though we
are not ignorant of many of his devices, yet it is

impofllble to tell either when, and in what way he

will allail us, or to diftinguilh precifely his fuggef-

tions from the corrupt delires of our own hearts.

With thefe he co-operates. He jvuows the frame

of our bodies^ and has m?^v acqefs to our fpiriu.—

:



L t N N. 32i

itc prefents evil under the fpecious appearance of

good. He fuits his temptations to the various

difpofitions of men, and to the different periods

in their lives. He leads to prefumption, and he

drives to defpair. He withdraws for a time, and

waits an unguarded hour, that he rnay attack with

the greater fuccefs. Sometimes he (hoots, like

fiery darts, dreadful and blafphtmous thoughts, oc-

caiioning extreme unealinefs and horror in the

mind.

With this enemy, my Chriftian foldiers, yoti

have to contend; a fallen fpirit, adlive, powerful,

naturally fubtle, and long verfed in the practice of

guile; not only, indeed, with one, but many; for

though there is a great adverfary, the God of this

world, yet under him hofts are m.arfhalled, whom
he leads to war. The apoftle, in fpeaking of the

Chriftian warfare, reckons thofe evil fpirits to be

numerous and powerful. ^V wrejile not againji

flejh and bloody but againji principalities—againjipow^

ers—againji the rulers of the darknefs of this world—

>

againjifpiritual zmckcdnefs in high places.

Secondly, The vjorld is another powerful eneriiy.

In this clafs we count the men of the worlds and

iht things oi tht world.

The men of the world engage oh the fide of the

devil. By their allurements they entice to lin^

and by their reproaches, deter from duty. Not to

mention the furious perfecutions which they have

fometimes carried on againft Chriftians, and from

Vol. III. R 2
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which we, in this age and country, are delivered,

they are always dangerous. Their conyjerfarion

and example are contagious. It requires no fmall

refolution, at times, to withdand their fmiles, and

encounter their frowns—to adhere fteadily and An-

gularly to duty when the cufl:oms of the world all

tend another way—to facrifice popularity, and

venture even character for the caufe of religion.

—

It fometimes happens too, that thofe with whom
the Chriftian is clofely conne6led are his grcateft

oppofers; when his foes are thofe of his own houf-

hold. In this cafe the danger is peculiarly great.

From others he may withdraw, but with thefe he

is obliged to aflociate.

Under the things of the world we count honors,

profits and pleafures. How dangerous thefe are, we

fee every day, in the fatal experience of others^

and the ftate of our own hearts. We need, and

may lavvfuily enjoy a fnare of them, but they too

often engrofs our affections and attention. The
Chriflian is in the more danger from this quarter^

becaufe he is called to engage in the purfuit of

thefe, and under the appearance ofduty, they lead

him aftray. He is apt to fet a higher value upon

them than they deferve, to repine under difap-

pointmcnt, and to be improperly elated at fuccefs?

belides the temptation, there is to feek them by

unjuftifiable ways. We cannot fcrve God and Mam^
vion. If any man love the world, the love of the Fa^

ther is not in him. The evil we have to fear is not
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from the things of the world, which are, in them-

ielves, good; but from that temper and condud:

which they produce in us. This leads me to

mention,

Thirdly^ That thtfle/b, by which is meant the

corrupt nature, is the moft dangerous enemy of

all. The principle of fm is not fully fubdued in

believers. This is the law in the members which

wars againfl the law of the mind, and brings into

captivity to the law of fin. Were it not for this,

the attempts offatan would be unfuccefsfuL Were
it not for this, the things of the world would have

no dangerous tendency. Every man is tempted

when he is drawn azvay ofhis own lufty and enticed,—

-

This is the traitor within the walls, which betrays

us into the hands of the enemy. Could we fcb-

due this, we need not fear thofe without. The

Chriftian, then, has to fight with himfelf. Re-

mains of evil defires are flill in his heart, and flrive

to prevail over hin),

Thefe are the enemies, my brethren, with which

you are called to contend. Let not your hearts

faint on the view of them; but, quityou like men—
heftrong. This exhortation implies,

Hr/?, That you banifh unnecefTary fears, and

engage in the warfare with boldnefs and refolution.

So much fear of an enem.y as leads to watchfulnefs

and caution, is highly ufeful. To defpife an ene-?

my is often the way to be beaten. Peculiarly in the

Chriftian fight, happy is the man thatfeareth always.
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There is a fear, however, which deprefTes the fpirits

and hinders exertion. This ought to be laid a-

fide. Difcouragements increafe the difficulties;

fmall ones are then magnified, and great ones af-.

fume a mofl: formidable appearance; whereas, if

Encountered with patience, firmnefs and perfever-

ance, thofe would vanifh, and thefe lay alide their

terrors. While an enemy is confidered as dange-

rous, he ought not to be deemed invincible. To
^eipair is to yield ground and encourage an attack.

It is well known what advantage this temper gives

fatan over believers, and how carefully he improves

it. Ke then harraffes them with diftreffing thoughts*

horrid fuggeftions, and is only not permitted to

drive them into final ruin. Believers, thcreforej^,

ought to maintain an undaunted courage and re-

folution.

Again, There is implied, that they fight in di^

vine ftrength. In themfelves they are, indeed^,,

weak, and wholly unequal to the conflid ; but the

grace of God is fufficicnt for them. Hear the

holy challenge of the apoflle; If God befor us, who
can be. againfi usl Trading in his power, and faith-

fulnefs to fulfil all his promifes in Chrill, they-

ought to engage with their enemies. He hath

provided fur them an armour which is proof a-

gainft every affault. In puting on this and ma-

^^^g^'^g j^ aright, fafety and victory are enfured.—

My brethren^ fays the apoftle, le firong in the Lord^i^

t^rad 171 thepower of his might. Put on the iihole ar-^
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mour of God, thatye may he able tofiand againft the

wiles of the devil. Stand, thereforey havingyour loins

girt about with truths and having on the breaft-plate of

righteoufnefs ; andyourfeetfhodzvilh the preparation of

the gofpel ofpeace ; above all, taking theJhield offaith^

wherewithyefhall be able to quench all the fiery darts

(fthe zvicked. And take the helmet offalvation, and

the fword of the fpirity which is the word of God:

Praying always with all prayer andfupfUcation in the.

fpirit. Thus we fee that, as in the ancient mode
pf making war among men, there were pieces of

armour to protetfl the whole body from injury
j^

and weapons with which to alTail, fo in the fpirit-

ual warfare, believers are armed and encouraged

to go forth in the flrength of the Lord* It neec}

only be added^

Further, As implied in this exhortation, that

they perfevere in the combat. If they withdraw,

or ceafe their exertions, they will be overcome.

—

The enemies continue their hoftilities as long as

believers are in this world. There is no reil or

peace to them, but their whole life is a conflant

warfare. Let not him, therefore, that gtrdeih on hts

harnefsy hoaft himfelf as he that putteth it off. Many,

alas, who feemed manfully to begin the conteil,

and continued it for a time, being allured by the

things of this world, or deterred by difnculties,

have given ife over, and returned to their former

flavery. Thefe are likely to fall a prey. He that

fhall endure unto the end^ thefameJhall befaved. Lee
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me now mention fome motives to encourage and

animate you in this warfare.

Firft, Your caufe is good and highly important.

The apolile calls it the good fight offaith. Do men
m the wars of this w^orld, boldly venture their

lives when perfuaded that their caufe is righteous?

Much more ought Chriftians to encourage them-

felves. They are engaged in the beft and nobleft

of caufes; on the fide of God, againft every thing

that is bafe, cruel, and oppreffive. No lefs de-

pends on the part they a(5l than eternal happinefs

or mifery. Do the men of this world fight for

fading honors and emoluments ? Is it for thefe

that millions, in every age, have been flaughtered,

and this earth covered with blood ? And fhall not

Chriftians contend for an inheritance incorruptible

and imdefiledy and that fadeth not away; for a ct'own

of righieoufnefsy which the Lord the righteous judge

y

will beftow on every conqueror?—We admire the

man, who, at the head of armies, has over-run na-

tions, and fpread his conquefls far and wide ; we

almofb adore him, who nobly withdands the iron-

hand of opprcfiion, and fuccefsfully vindicates the

iplulted rights of human nature ; but the Chrif-

tian foldier is a more noble fpecStacle, a more glo-

rious charader. Though not furrounded with

thofe external things which attrad and dazzle the

attent' -n ot mankind, yet he poflefTes more true

magnanimity, and more genuine worth. The

judge of the univerfe approves, and exalted fpirit9
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behold him with wonder and delight. Should not

then the goodnefs of the caufe, and the importance

of its ifiue, as to yourfelves, encourage and ani-

mate you my believing friends? Mahomet pro-

mifed to his followers who fell in battle, immedi-

ate entrance into a Paradife ; but to you, unerring

truth hath given alTurance oifulnejs ofjoy andplea-

faresfor evermore.

Afecond motive to animate you is, that you are

engaged in the prefence of many fpedlators. You
adl continually in the fight of the great and glori-

ous God. His eye penetrates into the inmoft re-

cefTes of your hearts. He will be your impartial

judge, and from his hand you will receive your

reward, or your doom. How far angels are wit-

nelTes of our adlions is not certainly known. They
are, however, not uninterefled m the redemption

of man. At the birth of the Saviour they fang

together in heavenly flrains, and have been fre-

quently employed on mefTages of grace. We arc

exprefsly informed, that there isjoy in heaven over

onefinner that repeiiteth ; that the angels are all mi^

nifiering fpirits, fentforth to ininijier for them who

fhall he heirs offalvation. The apoftle charged Ti-

mothy before God, and the Lot^d Jefus Chrift^ and the

eletl angels.

The coniideration of our being open to the view

of thofe holy and exalted fpirits, who have charge

of us, and who earneftly defirc our fuccefs, ought

to infpire us with fortitude and refolution. Sh^ll
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ings? Shall we difgrace ourleivcs in the fight of

heaven ? Could we f^ppoie them to feel the leart

uneafy fcnfation, what grief and fhame muft they

fuffer on cur account, when we acl unworthy our

character ? Yea, what indignation, to fee creatures

redeemed at an infinite expence, and with the mod
glorious profpe^s before them, complying with

the temptations of fatan and the world, and yield-

ing to the corrupt delires of their own hearts

!

In the third place. You light under Jefus Chrid^

the captain of faivation. Are foldiers infpired by

an attachment to their king ? By a confidence in

their leader? Surely believers may be of good

courage, Jefus is the King of Kings. He is the

author and finifher of faith. He leads you by his

example, and encourages you by his words. Wil!

you fuffer me to introduce here an example from

hiftory, of the effedl of the conducl and fpccch of

an earthly king, before an engagement with his-

enemy ? Or, is it not fuitable, and may we not

compare great things with fmall ?—Henry the

Fourth, of France, juft before a battle, in which

he obtained an entire victory, uttered a generou:^'

prayer in a voice, and with a countenance that in-

fpired all who heard and beheld him, with like

magnanimity; then turning to the fquadron, at

the head of which he defigned to charge: *' My
** fellow- foldiers/' faid he, '^ as you run my for-

"' tune, fodo I yours; your fafety confills in kccp-^
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^^ ing well your ranks ; but if the heat of the ac-

** tioii (liould force you to diforder, think ofno-
" thing but rallying again; if you lofe fight of

*' your colors and ftandards, look round for the

" white plume in my beaver ; you (hall fee it

*^ wherever you are, and it fhall lead you to glory

*' and to vidiory." Examples of this kind fill the

mind with great and noble ideas. We admire

the man who, in the confcious integrity of his

heart, boldly faces great and immediate danger,

and infpires all around him with the like magna-

nimity. But, how little does every human exam^

pie appear, compared with him who leads the ar-

mies of the faints; witn him who confiidled with

the powers ofdarknefj^; with him who gave his

life a ranfom ; who, by his own power, rofe from

the bed of death ; who triumphantly entered into

eyerlafting glory ; and who is conducing his fol-

lowers in fafety thither, through all the difficulties

and dangers which furround them! What encour-

aging words are thefe, ^Be ofgood cheer, Ihave over^

come the world. Becaufc I IheyyeJ/jall live alfo. Hear

how he animates them from his celeilial throne; To

him that overcomeib, will Igrant tofit with me on my

throne, even as I alfo overcame, and amfat down with

my Fatheron his throne. Believers, your leader is great

and fuccefsful; you fight under the banner of the

crofs; the rnotto is lqve; be not afraid, how ilern

appearance foever your enemies may aflume; for.

In the laft place. You are lure of vidory in the

end. The profpcrt of fuccefs tends greatly to

Vol. IIL S 2
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encourage in any undertaking; but in no earthly

thing have you the fanne alTurance, as in your fpi-

ritual warfare. You have the word of truth that

you fhall prove victorious. You are compajfed a^

bout with a great cloud of witneffcs from the begin-

ning of the world till this day, who all declare that

they have been more than conquerors through him

that loved them. Your enemies are already fubdu-

ed fo far as that they can never recover dominion

over you. Injure you they will, but cannot pre-

vail ; make oppofition they will, but it is ineffec-

tual. JcTus Chrift by his blood has atoned for

your guilt; by his grace he purifies your hearts;

^ndYi^\\2i\.\\ fpoiled principalities and powers^ made

ajhew of them openlyy triumphing over them; yea, he

haih entered into heaven itfelf now to appear in the

prefence ofGodfor you. Should not this confidera-

tion encourage and animate you ? He is a coward,

indeed, who will not fight when fure of fuccefs;

he has not the fpirit of a man, who will not with-

fland the fliock with vidory in his view*

Let us remember at the fame time, that though

the enemies are conquered, yet our own exertions

are neceiiary. In the Chriftian warfare we arc

confidcrcd as rational creatures, and as free agents.

Depcndance on divine llrcngth, and endeavors of

our ovv-n arc perfedly confident. If wc fit down

in negligence and inaction, we need not hope for

victory. There are two extremes in this cafCj,

ixora one or other of which we are in danger^
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The one is the negledt of due watchfulnefs, and

the attendance upon appointed nneans, thinking

that God will do all for us ; the other is a two grcuc

confidence in our own ftrength, and not relying

on the ftrength of the Almighty. What God
hath joined let us not put afunder. Look around

you and fee the connexion eftablifhed between the

means and the end ; fee that the means are necelTary

to attain the end; and that thefe are not fuccefs-

ful without the divine bleffing. Believe that you

muft work otU your ozvn Jalvation with fear and

trembling; and that God muft work in you, both to

will and to do of his good pleafure^ otherwife you

work in vain.

Thefe motives furely are enough to keep yoti

from difpondency, and to animate you againft all

your enemies. Your caufe is good, and infinitely

important. You contend in the prefence of God

and the holy angels j and under the banner of

Jefus Chrift, who will lead you to glory and to vic-

tory.

Allow me, on this fubjed, to expoftulate a little

with you, my friends, who have never engaged in

the Chriftian warfare. Think, for a moment, on

the condition in which you are, and the avv ful con-

fequences of it. You ferve the devil and your

own wicked lufts, Thefe have dominion over

you, and will lead you to inevitable ruin. You

cannot now fully reconcile yourfelves to the fer-

vic€„.^ There is that within you which tells yoU;,
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that you are guilty, and expofed to the difplca-

fureofyour Maker and Judge; but ftill you have

neither will nor refolution to aflert your liberty.

The zvages ofJin is death. It now flatters and de-

ceives you; it is, in the mean time, binding you

fafl, and you will, at length, be caft into utter dark-

nels, where is weeping and gnjjhing ofteeth. The
Lord Jefus Ihali prove luccefsful over fatan and

ail who take part with him. You have joined

the vveakcO: fide. All enemies (liall be put under

his feet. Hear that dreadful fcntence which he

will pronounce upon impenitent finners of our

race, when he comes to judge the world in righte-

oufnefs; Depart from me.ye curfed^into evcrlafling

firey preparedfor the devil and his angels. If you now
join on the fide ofthofe rebellious fpirits, you muft

expedt to iliare in their puniiliment.

My friends, there is yet hope. There is a trea-

ty of reconciliation carrying on. Delay not to

throw down the weapons of your rebellion. Flee

from the camp of fatan. Come inlili under the

banner of Chrifl:. He will reward you with glory,

honor, and immortality. In judice he might have

refufed, before now, to liften to any propofals of

peace but he is long-fufFering and patient. Come,
and what is palt Ihali be forgotten. He will take

away all iitiquily^ and receive yougracioujly.

Are there any here who formerly feemed to en-

gage in the Chnltian warfare, and have returned

again to the fuvicc oi iiii? What haii been the
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reafonofthis condudl? Did you meet with diffi-

culties which deterred you? Or, were the tempta-

tions of fatan and the world too powerful for you?

You have forfeited the name of foldiers. You are

cowards and deferters. Go, ye difpirited men,

we would not fight in fuch company. Separate

you from the camp of Ifrael, that we may know

who are our enemies. Or, rather, let me call up-

on you, my deluded friends, to return while mercy-

is ofi'ered. Return and difgrace the caufe no more.

Rerurn and retrieve the honors you have loft.

—

^iit yourfelves like men, andfight.

My believing brethren, to whom this fubjed is

more particularly addrelTed, you have heard the

enemies with which you have to contend ; the du-

ties to which you are called ; and fome motives to

encourage and animate you. Why fhould any of

you fear? May not each. of you, under difficulties,

fay with the Pfalmift, IVhy art thou cafi down, my

foul^ andzvhy art thou difquieted within mef hope in

God: for IJhallyet praife him, who is the health ofmy

countenance, and my God, Or, may you not adopt

his more confident language, and fay, The Lord is

my light, and myJalvation ,- zvhom Jhall Ifear? The

Lord is the flrength of my life; of whomfhall I he a-

fraid? Though an hoji Jhould encamp againft me, my

heartfhall not fear : though warfhould rife againft me,

in ibis will I be confident. It may be but a ftruggie

or two more, and the warfare is finiftied. After

croiiing the Alpine hills, would you now fit down
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in inglorious cafe? After fo many vidories alrea-

dy obtained, and when the enemies fly before you,

would you lofe the caufe for ever? No, ifyou have

the fpirit of men—if you would not fubmit to the

galling yoke of fm and fatan—if you would not

fuffer the reproaches ofyour own confciences, and

the cruel feoffs and infults of tormented ghofts in

their dungeons of eternal darknefs—if you regard

the glory of the great God—the love of a dying

Saviour, and the inconceivable joys of heaven,

yield not to the power ofyour enemies. Watchye^

fiandfaft in the faith^ quit you like men—he firong.

\9/
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