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MILITARY DISCOURSE, &-.

2. Sam. x. 12.

Be of good courage, and let us play the men for
our people, and for the cities of our God : and .
. the Lord do tbat which feemeth bim good. -

T is with fome degree of difidence
that I -arife to fpeak this cay. The
novelty of the fcene, together with fo
large and refpectable an affembly, are ciry
~ cumftances enough to damp the vigour. o? .
youthful blood, and put inexperience to
the bluth. I muft not however hefitate in
- the way of duty ; and I 'hope the candour
of my audience will make proper allow-
ance, if ‘the. addrefs of the {peaker equal
not the importance of the fubject.
The words I have read to you, were the
exhorta:ion of a brave General, juft before
an engagement. David having fent mef-
fengers on a friendly vifit to Hanun, the
king of the Ammonites, he, by the advice -
of his nobles, treated them in a very thame<
ful and ridiculous manner; alledging for-
cxcufe, that David had fent his fervants to -
| A 2 fearch
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fearch the city, and to fpie it out, and to
overthrow it. The children. 6f Ammon
percéiving that this muft needs draw upon
them the difpleafure of David, or, as it is
exprefled in {cripture, that they ftank be-
fore lum, levicd war, and called to thewr
afliftance the Syrians, a numerous and pow-
erful nation, who were forward enough 1in-
dced to combine againit David, both to re-
venge their former lofles and reproaches,
and check his growing greatnefs. The
merccnaries they employed ip their fervice
at this time, we are informed, were three
" and thirty thoufand.
 When David heard of it, he fent Joab,
his commander in chief, and all the hoft of"
the thighty men. With ali poffible difpatch,
he gathers his troops and orders them to
-march into the enemy’s eountry.
- 'We are hcre particularly informed of the
difpofition of the battle on both fides. The
children of Ammon put the battle in array
before one of their frontier cities, fo‘that
~ they might defend the entrance into their
country, and be fheltered by the city in
cafc of a defeat ; the Syrians were by them-
- felves in the ficld, and were intending to
‘fall upon the rear of Joab’s army. To an-
{fwer this difpofition, and to defeat the de-
figns of the enemy. Joab, like a wife gene-
ral, forms hi- hines as here related. ¢ When
¢ Joab faw that the front of the battle was
¢¢ againft him before and behind, he chofe
) | A 1§ | of
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“-of all the cheice men of Ifrael, and put

them in array againft the Syrians. And
“ the reft of the people he g‘eﬁyered into -
“ the hand of Abifhai his brother, that he
“ might put them in array againft the
“ children of Ammon. And he faid, if
“ the Syrians be too ftrong for me, then
“thou thalt help me: butif the children
“ of Ammon be too ftrong for thee, then
I will come and help thee.”. Thus pru-
dently contriving, that whatever fide feem- -
ed to fail, fhould be reinforced by Tupplres -
from the-other; as knowing their all de- .
pended, in chis critical fituation, on main- -
taining their ground, firm and unfhaken.

Then follows the exhortation to. the men,
tharn which nothing can be more noble and -
animated. - Be of good courage, and let ug
play the men for our people, and'for the
cities of our God: "and the Lord do that -

"
[ ]

which feemeth him good.' As though he -

had faid, Be not afraid; let courage fire
your. hearts, and brace your nerves; be-
have like men. We fight not for conquelt
or fame, but in defence of ourfelves and
cur brethren ; in defence of our cities, de-
voted to the worthip of God, who will
certainly plead their caufe. - Courage, my
heroes ; manifeft your prowefs.to-day, and
leave the cvent to the gocd pleafure of God, -
who ordereth all things wifely. |
Having briefly cpened the occaflion and

meaning ¢f the exhortation, I fhall in the

A 3 {equel
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fequel of the difcourfe, thew -what i1s im-
plied in true courage, and inftance feveral

erions in whom.it thone illuftrious ; next,
¥ fhall take notice of the excitements to
courage ; thirdly, refolve fuccefs in battle
iato the good pleafure of God ; and, laitly,
make an application adapted to our prefent
circumftances. May the Lord enable meto
do thefe things as in his fear, and agreeable
to eternal truth. -

I. Were 1to define true courage, I would
fay, It is an-inward firength and greatnefs
of foul, that rilcs fuperior to danger, join-
- ed to a happy contexture of body, and
fweetly tempered with prudence, wifdom,
and clemency. That there is a daring in-
trepidity in fome men, occalioned by a par-
ticular modification of the bloed and fpirits,
and which will fomctimes bear them thro’
the greatet dangers, is readily granted; -
bue {till this may be diftinguifhed from true
courage, tq compleat the idea of which,
we muft add an inward dignity and noble-
‘nefs of foul,- which acts upon rational prin-
ciples, and ander a fenfe of duty, looks
down on danger.  Perhaps the one may do
10 thesheat ot aciuion, the other affords a
pleafing reflection atterwards, and will fup-
port the foul in midft of thickeft dangers,
and {mile at death arrayedin all his horror.
When they- both unite in one perfon, he
deferves the appeilation of a brave man.

Nor are thele the only things acceflary
‘ - to
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to conftitute true courage. There muft be
prudence, to forcfee dangers and take every
lawful advantage; wiidom, to plan mea-
fures ; and clemency to the enemijes, when
vanquithed and in our power. He who
will ruth into danger without confideration,
or fome probability of fuccels on his fide,
except in a cafc of great extremity, is ra-
ther rath than courageous: By the kind
dire@ion of heaven, rafhnefs has fometimes -
fucceeded ; but furely every wife man, be-
fore he hazards his life, ought to know
whether he does it from rational motives.
Joab was, no doubt, well perfuaded of the
goodnefs of his caufe; he had made the
beit difpofition poflible in his prefent cir+
cumflances, and {faw there was a probability
of fuccefs, if his men only alted their parts ;
therefore he bids them be of good courage,
~ leads them bravcly on, and in an inftant

they are crowned with victory.
Clemency is likewifc a grand ingredient
in true courage. For want of this, Alex-
ander can be eflecined no better than a
murderer of his {pecies, and Charles the
Twelfth of Sweden has been juftly called
the madman of the North. It is obferved,
- 1 think. of Cxfar, the Roman General, that
he conquered more by his clcmency, than
any other way. The fame may be faid of
Cyrus, who is among the moft accomplifh-
ed Generals antiquity can boaft of. LEvery
one who knows any thing of his hiltory,
cannot
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¢annot- but admire, how remarkably the
ﬁcrccﬂel's and intrepidity of the liom was
blended in his perfon, with the innocence
and mecknefs of the doeve.

* 1 might here snumerate many who we-e
Hluftrious for their courage and fkill in bat-
tle. Whether we conful. the page of fa-
cred or profane hiftory, whether we trace
the records of antiquity, or thofe of modern
date, bright examples are prefented to our
vView, ’

- Joab, though in other refpeéts none of
“the beft of men, yet ftands renowned, by
the infpired pen, in praife of military vir-
tue, as the greateft General in his day.
Witne's the battle of Gibeon, the fiege of
Rabbah, and the glorious victory gained
at Mahanaiin, ln atl thefc actions, he
fhared the greateit military glory; and
though we cannot ailow him to bs the per-
fect hero, yet certainly he was a great fol-
dier and a brave man. |
" But ftill of 2" higher rank is Jothua, who, -
under the particular direétion of God, ma-
naged the -ar azainit the (amamteq and
touk polleflion ot t"c pmm:fcd land.—*¢ And
s« what thall | more fay ? tor the time would
¢ fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak,
« and of Simpfon, and of Jephthah,’ of
< David slfo, and Samuel, and ot the pro-
« phets; who through faith fubdued king-
“ doms, wrought righbteoufnefs, obtained '
« promxfcs, ﬁoppcd the mouths of lions,
| ¢ quen..hcd
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¢« quenched the violence of fire, efcaped the
¢ edge ot the fwor!, out ofwca.kncfs weie
‘“ made firong, waxed valiant in: fight,
- ¢¢ turned to flight the armies of the ahcns.”

In profane hiftory alfo, antiquity prefents
us with a long illuftrious catalegue of he-
roes. Among the Athenians, Miltiades,
Phocion, Themiftocles, Alcibiades, Arif-
tides, and Pericles. Among the Romans,
not 1o mention more, Cxfar, Pompey, and
the two Scipios. Nor can we pafls in fi-
lence, Hannibal, the famous Carthaginian,
who, atter his aﬁomfhmn- march over the
Alps, penetrated to the mtes of Rome, and
under almott every d:fadvantage maintain-
ed a war for {ixteen years in ltaly, in ipite
of all the Roman force.

When we read the wonderful exploits of
thefe Heathen warriors, we cannot but
fecretly wifh, they had fought lefs for fame,
and that their corquefts had been made with
lefs barbarity. It is, however, much to the
honour of chriftianity, and fhows its great
excellence, that whercver it takes. place, it
foftens the rugged difpolitions of men, and
inclines them to humanity and mercy. Up-
en this account, we muft prefer to thefe,
fuch 2s in later d:.ys, have rofe the protec-
tors of innocence and fcourge of tyrants;
fuch, as through an unconquerable paflion
for liberty and the rights of mankind, have
flood as bulwarks, agamﬁ the um:gbtcous
éncrcachments of tyranny, and bravely

fought
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fought thie battles of the Lord. A Willia
and a Marlborough, are yet freth in every
one’s memory ; and Wolfe fha'l live coeval
with time itfelf. ‘Though, alas, the prefent

~ race of Britons are much degenerated;

yet we mult allow merit its due. ‘There
have been brave Englithmen, and I doubt
not, they would be ftill brave, did they
fi.htin a jult caufe, and againft their na-
tural encmiecs.

Wil it caufec our wounds to bleed afrefh,
fhould I fav, that America too can boaft
her bold Montgomery, and intrepid War-

"ren? Men diftinguithed for their valour;

and who nobly fell in the prefent glorious
can’e. Unhappy Plains of Abraham, had
not the blood of Wolfe fatisfied you, but
you muft drink the blood of our Montgo-
mery too! — Let their fa'l; or the fall of
a hundred fuch, far from difcouraging, ani-
mate our fouls, and urge us on to avenge
their deatk, and aflert the glorious caufe in
which they fell.

When this bloody page of American hifs
tory is written, I hope proper juftice fhall
be done to the memory of thele noble he-
roes, and of all others who may yet fall a
facrifice o Britith infolence and cruelty. .
Their names fhall be tran{mitted fair and
unfullied to future generations ; pofterity
fhall read the wondrous talé, and give them
the credit they fo jultly deferve.

I thall only farther add undcr this head,

that
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that courage, or heroifm; in-a good caufe,
joined to the profpect ofgimmortal life in
-.a future world, affords one of the moft ex-
alted ideas 1n human nature. It is noble;
it is godiike. o _

1. As was propofed in the method, 1
fhall now take notide of the excitements te
courage. For our people and for the cities
of our God. :

Honour and thame are very powerful
motives. Their influence over a foldier is

allowed to be very great; infomuch that .

a foldier is generally trufted, in cafe he
gives (as they phrafe it) parole of honour..
Many would rather chufe a voluntary death
than difgrace. Sooner than be thought -
deficient in point of courage, it is the foi-
dier’s maxim to face the greateft dangers,
and rifque a thoufand deaths. |
But the motives in my text arc thofe that
might make even cowards brave. When -
ourfelves, our brethren, our cities, our -
foﬁerity; in faort, when all that is worth
iving for is at ftake, he has not the fpirit
of a man, that would not lift the {fword
and hazard his life in defence. How did

Nechemiah a& on a iike occafion ? < I look- - -

¢« ed,” faid he, « and rofe up, and faid unto
¢¢ the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the
- % reft of the people, Be not ye afraid of
¢ them; remember ihe Lord which is great
-4¢ and terrible, and fight for your brethren,
- o " ‘¢ your

o™

[



( 12 )

“ your fons and your daughters, your

#¢ wives-and yofr houfes.” ~
Our conteft, my countrymen, is remark-
-ably for our people, and for the cities of our
God.—Call to mind the cruel and oppreflive
acts of parliament, by which you and your
children were to be made flaves foreve.;
your money, which you had earned by the
fweat of your brow, wrefted from you, you
know not. why nor for what.
Behold an omnipotent parliament, full
of bribery and corruption, confiRing of
mea abandoned and profligate, in whofe
choice we have had no vote, declaring they
have a right to bind us in all cafes what-
foever ;—in confequence of this, breaking
charters, blocking up harbours, eftablithing
popery, and fending an armed force to dra-
goon us to fubmiffion. Call to mind the
bloody aftair at Lexington and Concord,
where, without provocation, our brethren
were inhumanly fired on and flain.—And,
O my foul, call to mind the ever-memora-
ble action at Banker’s-hill, where our fmall
army encamped, a comparative handful
bravely withitood the charge of two thou-
fand of the flower of the Britith troops ;—
«call to mind all the circumftances of that
gloomy day, big with horror and confulfi-
on—an opulent town in flames—mourtring
widows — defolate mothers — and orphan
children. Add to thefe, every fpecies of
| violence
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violence committed fince ; — the hellifh -
fcheme of bringing upon .us the favage
bands, and arming our flaves.—Call to-mind
all thefe, and tell me, whether your breafts
do not heave with ardour, and long for the
day of combat ! Do you not in imagination,
grafp the fpear, and with a glorious enthu-
fiafm, cry out, For our people, and for the
cities of our God. Be of gond courage
then, cherith this ardour, gather ftrength
from every excitement; and fo fhall your
hearts be fleeled with courage, and your
fwords edged with victory. ' .

II. T fhall now, thirdly, refclve fuccefs
in battle, into the good pleafure of God.-

Though force is oppofed to force, and
arms to arms, we muft never forget that
¢¢ f{afety is of the Lord.” < The battle,”
fays Solomon, ¢ is not to the firong ;” that
1s, victory and fuccefsin war do not always
attend the greateft force and preparations 3
nor doth that fide which, in human efii-
mation, is ftrongeft, always prevail and get
the better. There 1s a fecret providence
which governs and over-rules all things,
and does, when it pleafes, interpofe to de-
feat the the moft hopeful and probable de-
figns. It was the faying of king Afa, in
his prayer to God, ¢ Itis nothing with thee
“ to help, whether with many, or with
¢¢ thofe that have no power.”

B The




( 14)

The providence of God interpofes more
remarkably in bAttles, than in any other
- cafes ; becaule, it being an appeal to God,
the great judge of the univerfe, he takes
the matter into his particular care, and or-
ders it according to his infinite wifdom and
juftice.

The heathen themfelves always acknow-
ledged, in the affairs of war, a fpecial inter-
pofition of fortune; by which the wifer
among them, underitood the Divine Pro-
vidence. Livy, their great hiftorian, hath
this remarkable obfervation, ¢¢ That in all
‘“ human affairs, efpecially in matters of
‘¢ war, fortune hath a mighty ftroke.” And
again, ¢ No where,” fays he, ¢“is the event
« Jefs anfwerable to expectation than in
¢ war; and therefore nothing is fo flight
¢ and inconfiderable, which may not turn
¢ the fcales in a great matter.”” And Cexfar,
who was a very profperous and fkilful war-
vior, makes the fame acknowledgment.
¢« As in all other things,” fays he, ¢ fo
<t particularly in war, fortune hath a huge
¢ fway.” : .

The fcripture is full of examples to this
purpofc : that when the providence of God
is pleafed to interpofe in favour of any
fide, it becomes victorious.

Sometimes God hath defeated great ar-
‘mies by plain and apparent miracles. Such

| was:

A
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was the drowning of Pharaoh and his heft
in the Red-fea; and fuch was the deftruc-
tion of the proud king of Aflyria’s army
by an angel, who {lew an hundred and
fourfcore and five thoufand of them in one
night. Somstimes God does this by ftrik-
ing mighty armies with a paaic and unac-
countable fear; and infpiring with extra-
ordinary {pirits and courage, the weaker
fide, {o that an hundred fhall chafe a thou-
fand, and a thoufand fhall put ten thoufaad
to H:zht. |
‘This made David fo frequently acknow-
ledge the pravidence ot Ged, efpecially in
the affairs of war. ¢ There is no king,”
fays he, ¢ faved by the multitude of an
‘¢ hoit, neithzr is a mighty man delivered -
¢ by much ftrength.”” - And again, ¢ I will
- ¢ not truft in my bow, neither fthall my
¢ {word fave me.”’ Gideon, by a very odd
firatagem, or lamps and pitchers, deteated
a very numerous army, only with three
huandred men. Jonathan and his armour-
bearer, by climbing up a rock and comin
fuddeuly on the back of the Phihliftine’s
camp, ftruck them with fuch a terror, as
put their whole army to flight. King Afa,
with a much inferior number, decteated that
huge Ethiopian army, which confifted of
a million. And how was Xerxes's mighty
army overthrown almoft by an handful of
Grecians? And to come nearer, how was
B 2 that
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.. at formidable fleet of the Spaniards, which
they prefumptuounlly called invincible, fhat-
tered and broken in pieces, chiefly by the
winds and the fea? So many accidents are
there, efpecially in war, whereby the Di-
vine Providence doth fometimes interpofe,
and give victory to the weaker fide.

Providencc has alfo, in man; inftances,
favoured the American troops. HRaw and
undifciphined as they were, and unaccenf-
tomed to horror arnd bloodthad, the Lord
has made them ftrong in battle. The few
difappointments we have met with, teach
us-the great lefflon I am mculcatmo- That
there is an invifible agent that ruleth in the
armics of heaven above, and among the in-
habitants of this earth beneath. "They ferve
to humble our pride, and lcarn us to go
forth in the name and firength of the Lord
of Hofts.

After fixing our eye upon heaven, and
invoking Almighty aid, we ought to excrt
all the powers of foul and body, and leave
the event to ti‘e wife di lpoial of Provi-
dence. And the Lord do that which feem-
c¢th him good.

I promifed to conclude the difcourfe with
an application, adapted to our prefent cir-
cumfitanc=s.

It would be wholly unneceffary to fuy
any thing about the caufe of our prefent
difpute with Great-Britain, fo much has

been
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“been faid and written wupon this fubje&
that, I fuppofe,”there can fcaxce remain a
fcruplc in the breaft of any American, who
is not blinded by prejudice or felf- mtcrcﬁ
It is as clear as the noon-day fun.

But however clear our duty may be, and

however chearfully we may endeavour toex-
ecute it, we cannot but bewail the unhappy
.ceﬂity to which we are reduced. Surely
aboundmg wickednefs is the reafon why -

heaven is {fo angry with us.~ It is very re-
markable that thefe calamities approached
pgradually, as though God waited for our
reformation, and was unwilling to: bring
upen us, all at once, the fury of his anger.
-No fuch reformation has yet appezred, fave
in afew externals, and thereforc the dilmal
cloud has thickened faft ; covers the whole
continent, and, when it burfts, may fweep
away numbers in - the mmhty deluge.
Would to God, that my audience were
properly affected with the difpenfation, as
coming from the righteous Governor of the
univerfe, and as being a loud call to re-
pentance! -Would to God, that all our
.champions who hazard their lives in de-
ferice of liberty, underftood how to fight
the fight of faith, and were fuitably im-
preﬂ'ed with the glorlous truths of the gof-
pel.  Far from leflening their courage, it
would add a double force, it would give
caimaefs and fortitude in the hour of dan-
B3 ger,
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ger, fupport the foul in death, and fome
guardian angel condud it afterwards to tue
rcgions of blifs above. How {weet and com-
fortable was the death of colonel Gardi-
ner !—This brave oflicer having been long
eminent for piety, clofed the {cene of his
weary pilgrimage at the battle of Prefton-
Pans.. Being deferted by his own regiment
.of dragoons, he fought on foot until he
received feveral weunds, of which he foon
expired. In his laft moments, he faid to
one of his enemies, ¢ You fight for an
¢t earthly crown, but I am going to re-
‘¢ receive an heavenly.”” Happy foul, no
fooner were his eyes clofed on all the hor-
rors of war and blood{hed, but they open-
ed on theinvifible glories of another warld ;
‘no fooner were his ears {hut to the groans of
the dying, the rattliug of drums, and the
roaring of cannon, but they were faluted
with heavenly mufic. The redeemed above,
with fongs of praife, welcomed their Gar-
- diner to his haven of eternal reft.—To die,
as hedid, in a good caufe. and in full hopes
of eternal happinefs, 15 far trom being a
gloomy or a melancholy event. He was
wounded to his honour, and died to his
everlafting advantage.

Gentlemen-ofiicers of this battalion, per-
haps it is not improper to addrefs you par-
ticularly on this occafion —You have pro-
fefied a willingaefs to ferve in the caufe of

America,
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America, and you have been dignified with
command by the voice of your country-
men. Filled with a laudable enthufiafm
for liberty, fome of you have left the plea-
fures of a learned profeflion, others the de-
lightful {cenes of rural life ; and all of you,
your neareft friends and connections, to
tread the rugged paths of war, and folicit
fatigue and danger. For this, you deferve
the efteem and gratitude of all good men ;
and we would fondly hope, you never will,
in any inftance, a¢t unworthy of the con-
fidence your country has repofed in you.
As to your courage, we would not fo much -
as infinuate a fufpicion, nor touch you in
fo nice a point, the point of honour.
Pgrmit me then, to recommend to you
religion, as the finithing accomplithment
“either of a gentleman or a {oldier. Endea-
vour to obtain an intcreft in the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, and pay the ftriéteft attention to
all his precepts. Bewarc of the intoxicating
ways of fin ; thcy will encrvate your confti-
tutions and damn your fouls. However un-
fathionable a thing reciigion may be among
officers, I can aflure you from the Word
of God, that it i1s your greateft glory and
trueft happiaefs. It may indeed expofe you
to the ridicule of fools, but it will fupport
you under the moft prefling dithculties of
life, and the Lord himfelt will be your ex-
ceceding great reward.  'T'he confolations of
if



( 2 )

the Holy Spirit arc genuine and lafting, and

if you are the followers of the meek and

lowly Jefus, he will never leave you, nor
forfake yon. - "

Permit me to rccommend to vou -the
chritian panoply, or compleat . armour.
Take truth for a girdle to your loins fora
breaft-nlate, rightecuifnefs ; and let your feet
be thod with the preparation of the Gofpel
of Peace. Above all, take the thield of faith,

- wherewith ye fhall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. 'Take alfo
the helmet of falvation, and the fword of

~ the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Having thus taken unto you the whole
armour of God, go forth in his name and
firength, go forth brcathing coursge; let
your men catch from you thc generous
flame, and lead them to death or victory.
And O, when the important day- of trial
comes, may the Lord make you, like Saul
and Jonathan, f{wifter than cagles and
ftronger than lions.

Gentlemen-foidiers, I mean now to ad-
drefs you; and | would fain do it with
plainnefs and trecdom.— You have beat your
piow thares into fwords, and your pruning-
hooks into fpears ; you have exchanged the
field of labour tor the hicld ot battle. With
your lives in your hauds, you muft chear-
fully go whenever the drum beats, and the
trumpet fouuds for batcle. |

What
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What I'have faid with refpect to religion,
is_equally applicable to you. Itis of the
laft importince, that you fhould immedi-
ately fecure the welfare of your immortal
fouls. Come, enlift under the banner of
Jefus ; throw down the weapons of ungod-
linefs, and be no longer rebels againt the
king of Heaven. That heroifm is dreadful
indeed; which fears neither God nor man.
However boldly you may face your ene-
mies, it becomes ycu to lie very low before
the great God your maker.

I would warn you againft all the ways of
fin; particularly be afraid of drunkennefs,
lying, ftealing, profanity, and dcbauchery
of ev cry kind. Be afraid alfo ot difobedi-
ence to the lawful commands of oflicers.
This is a much greater crime than perlaps
many of you are awarc of: it not only
- caufes confufion, and expofes you to the
the enemy, but I will venture to fay, it
muft be very offenfive in the fight of God.
Experience will 1n time teach you, that
nothing can be done in an army, without
the ftricteft order and due fubordination.

If you be duly influcnced by the religion
of Jefus, there will be little danger of your
running into any of thefe crimes ; for true
religion tends to make men honeit, con-
fcientious, and upright.  Hear then the
call of the gofpel to-day. ¢ Let the wicked
* man forfake his way, and the unrighte-

¢ ous
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¢ ous man his thoughts, and let him return
“ unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
““ upon Lim; and to our God, for he will
¢ abundantiy pardon.” ¢ I am the bread
“ of lire,” {ays our Saviour, * he that
“ cometh to me fhalli ncver hunzer, and
¢ he that beiteveth on me fhall never thirlt ;
¢ all that the Father giveth me {hall come
¢ to me, and him that cometh to me | will
“ in no wife caft'out.” With a painful
heart and weeping eyes, I befeech you, O -
‘my countrymen, that ycu reject not the
Lord Jefus Chrnift, who endured the crofs |
and defpifed the {hame, put make hafle to
obtain an intere® in him. He will hide you
in his pavilion in evil days—he will be a
fhelter from the wind and from the ftormy
blait.

Animated with all the hopes and comforts
that religion can afford, let your hearts be-
tray no umnanly fears in our glorious caufe.
When you come to be drawn in battle ar-
ray, let your breafts rife high and your
joints ftand firm ; let a generous indignati-
on fparkle in your eyes and fluth on your
cheeks. If you have any mettle, if any
generous blood flows in your veins, if you
would not have your names damned to
perpetual igfamy, behave like men, and
fight for your people, and for the cities of
your God Courage: for the caufe is good;;
courage! for our all'is at ftake; courage!

for
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for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth : let
America rejoice, and all her colomes be
glad’ thereof.

To conclude ; may the Lord God of hofts
plead our caufe, and interpofe for our de-
liverance. May your fummer’s campaign
be great and glorious, and may you be re-
turned in fafety to the bofom of your coun-
try, and meet the congratulations of your
friends. Above all, may the peaceful reign
of king Jefus foon commence, when the
earth fhall be filled with the knowledge of

the Lord, and the inhabitants thereof learn
War no more.





